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Introduction

1. The paper assesses the ^ro^rfcss v:hic^ has boen r^ds in lanleiaentinp, the

approved work progransne for the period 1934-1985 (Annex I), lists the outputs

under the different sub-prof»ramnes which could not be delivered due to resource

limitations and other reasons and discusses sone of the indicators which can

be used to evaluate the performance of the work of the ECA Statistics Division

during the period under review.

2. In addition, the approved work programme for 1986-1987 (Annex II) is

presented together with the proposed work programme narrative for 1983-1989

(Annex III).

3. Since this is the last opportunity the Joint Conference will have before

preparations for the Medium-Terra Plan for the period 1990-1995 begin, it is

intended to discuss the objectives of the various sub-programmes, the problems

addressed and the strategy to be followed during the period to solve those

problems.

Review of statistical activities (1984-1985)

4. The following review follows the lines of the work programme for 1984-1985:

SUBPROGRAMME 1: STATISTICAL DEVELOPMENT

5. This subprogramme is in three parts! General aspects of co-ordination and

development. Statistical data base development and the Statistical Training

Programme for Africa.

6. Under the first part, all outputs were delivered except the substantive

servicing of tha working group en environnent and natural resources statistics

which was cancelled for lack of resources. Also, the 1984 Directory of African

Statisticians was printed in November 1983 and thus assumed to have been delivered .

in 1983 and not 1985. Two outputs were combined since they are inter-related: A

review of the statistical organization problems in the region and Assessment of

the effectiveness of national statistical services. '

7. With respect to statistical data base development, all outputs were delivered

during the biennium, though not necessarily during the periods originally scheduled,

For example, the one advisory mission scheduled for 1984 was carried out in 1985

at the request of the member State.

8. Similarly3 all outputs under STPA were delivered. It should be noted however

that for projects such as STPA with large extra-budgetary support, only the

regular budget outputs are shown in the work programme.

KCA/BO2/010
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9. A study of the statistical training needs for the Portuguese-speaking African

countries was undertaken from February to April 1984. Following this study, a

guide-syllabus for in-service training in statistics vas prepared for tie special
use of the countries of the group.,,:fpne consultant was recruited and sent to

Sao Tome and Principe and.guinea- Bissau for tbn period May to ^ova^ber 1935 to

assist these countries in..the implementation of their in-service training programmes.
Also, one ECA Statistical Training Adviser went to Mozambique to assist the

Government in drawing up a project document for the financing of an in-service
programme at the National Statistical Office.

10. The two statistical^training advisers undertook missions to Liberia, Zambia,
Zimbabwe, Mauritania, Mali, Higer, Sierra Leone, Rwanda, Tanzania and Malawi, with
the purpose of assisting these countries in the implementation and/or strengthening
of their in-service or middle-level training programmes at national level.
Additional missions to Algeria and Ghana were undertaken by two regular budget
staff members. ... • ■■ .

11. Field and office equipment were supplied in 1984 to the "College statistique
de Dakar", Arrangements are being made to supply the Institute of Statistics
and Applied Economies (ISAE), Kampala with data processing equipment. :

12. Four fellowships were awarded, for the training of trainers: one for three

months, a second for one year and two others for two years. A total of six visiting

lecturers were provided to the "Institut africain et rauricien de statistique et
d'economie appliquee" IAMSEA), Kigali.

13. In the framework of EEC assistance to STPAS a meeting was held in Brussels

in December 1984 to discuss the practical ways of implementing the proposed EEC
assistance. The ECA Statistics Division was represented by the Chief, Censuses
and Surveys Advisory Service,

14. A Tripartite Review of the STPA project was held in Addis Ababa in October 1985.

The Fourth Meeting.of Directors of STPA centres was also held in Addis Ababa from

4 to 8 November 1995,__with the participation of twelve STPA centres and two

associate centres. Two directories were nrepared and presented to this meeting
namely the Directory of STPA and Associate centres and the Directory of non-STPA '
centres.

15. Following a recommendation of the Third Keeting of Directors of STPA centres,

two teams were set up to prepare guide syllabuses for professional level statistical

training. One team prepared the English-speaking guide syllabus and the other team

the French-speaking guide syllabus. These guide-syllabuses have been adopted

recently by the Fourth Meeting of Directors of STPA centres and are presented as

documents for your approval at this meeting.

16. As part of the regular activity of the project four publications of the STPA

News and four progress reports were prepared during the period under review.
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SUBPROGRAMS 2: ECONOMIC STATISTICS , r J.-. :

17. The review attempts to highlight some of the important activities undertaken

in the area of general economic statistics since the last session of the Joint

Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers in March 1984.

. These.are summarized under the following subprogramraes: ■-?; . ..: l v. ■ .

■- . (i) national-accounts, finance and prices; :■■.'.■-■; -n... :-.. ■■-■

(ii) National Accounts Capability Programme;

(iii) external trade;

f h ■■ (iv) industry; " ..,.,-,,.. -,: -. ,< ,...-,..■.-

(v) agriculture and - " '>- -t -;

- (vi) transport,, communications and tourism. )r. , ^ ..,.-.

NATIONAL ACCOUNTS, FINANCE AND PRICES AND NATIONAL ACCOUNTS CAPABILITYPROGRAMME

18. A good part of the resources of the General Economic Statistics Section (GESS)

was deployed in work on national accounts. Activities were two pronged: regional

advisory services to member States on request in developing a coherent set of basic

economic Statistics and national accounts, application of the data and on-the-job

training of local national accounts staff, and the secretariat's own work on

°' country, sub-regional and regional estimation and compilation of gross domestic

"1 product by industrial origin, expenditure on gross domestic product, sectoral

deflators, etc.

19. HoweveV, there were setbacks and not all the activities planned tinder this

sub-programme were implemented. The moyt important was the transfer of the ECA

regional adviser on national accounts to the post of regional adviser on national

/accounts in the secretariat of the Economic and Social Commission for/Asia^and the

Pacific (ESCAP) at the1 end of June 1984. At about the satne time as efforts "were
being made to identify and recruit his replacements a temporary six-montti

suspension of recruitment for established or temporary secretariat FG"^ effective

September 1984, was imposed. (

20. During the embargo all efforts were made by ECA to respond to requests from

member States for regional advisory services in national accounts by mobilizing

the available manpower resources in the Division.

21. A new regional adviser in national accounts, Mr. Tim Jones, joined the

secretariat in iiily 1985. He worked with the U.K. Central Statistical Office
feefore joining EGA. He has also worked in Seychelles and Botswana. Regional

advisory services to member States in this area have since been carried but.

. ; .•"■> : '■ i
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22. It may be recalled that during the Statistics Committee meeting of the

third session of the Joint Conference a report was given on ECA's efforts to

secure the services of a second expert in national accounts, to enable the

secretariat to respond promptly to requests for advisory services in this area.

23. These efforts have not yet yielded results. The French Government which had

agreed in principle to provide a French-speaking expert to the National Accounts

Capability Programme (NACP), was unable to identify and recruit a suitable expert

on a long term basis for ECA. However, the Government provided the services of

an expert on a two-month contract. This provision was used to field a mission

to Mauritania to help with work on basic economic statistics and national accounts.

24. The secretariat wishes to express its deep appreciation to the Government of

France for this assistance, and looks forward to further co-operation in this area.

ECA has continued to use its own staff resources to undertake national accounts

advisory services. During the period under review-9, missions were undertaken to

the following countries: Guinea, Mali, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Sierra leone,

Somalia, Swaziland and Tanzania (mainland and Zanzibar) with follow-ups in some

cases. Some of these missions were sponsored by the World Bank as part of the

increasing collaboration between that agency and the ECA in joint economic missions

to African countries. ..-,-• =

25. It should be noted that there was some turnover in staff resources during

1984. One national accounts statistician was reassigned and left the General

Economic Statistics Section; another resigned from the secretariat. At the time

of writing this review, efforts were being made to recruit replacements for these

persons.

26. This situation has had adverse effects on the secretariat's work on national

accounts. The need for this work has never been more pressing. , This is evident

in the fact that a general time lag of about 2-5 years exists for most countries

of the region in the availability of official national accounts. For spme others,

the data are sporadic and comparable historical series difficult to obtain, and it

is not uncommon for changes to be introduced on successive occasions.in concepts,

definitions and data coverage which impair comparability, In addition, frequent

shifts are made in base year, with no apparent links with series based on a previous

base year, etc. ECA tries to correct these anomalies and provide reliable and up-

to-date data for monitoring and assessing economic performance and progress of

member States, providing factual information as a basis for project formulation and

economic integration. . ;

27. In accordance with the work programme adopted at the ninth meeting of the ECA

Conference of Ministers, two training workshops in national accounts, one-for

French-speaking participants, the other for English-speaking participants were run

simultaneously at ECA headquarters from 30 September to 11 October 1985. These

workshops paid particular attention to the practical problems being encountered by

countries in the region in the implementation of the UN system of national accounts

and identified areas of the system for possible revision by the United Nations

Inter-secretariat Working Group on the revision of the System of National Accounts

(SNA). More about this working group will be said later in this review.
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28. It is perhaps relevant to mention here that the original plan was for a

bilingual training workshop in national accounts.r..However* because of financial

constraints if was not possible to.,secure funds for, language interpretation, and

two separate workshppS'were held simultaneously. The two language groups had

sufficient opportunities to interact. .

29. Within the context of financial resources for technical meetings, seminars,

workshops etc.* the ^cretariat would like to state that in cases- where it cannot

provide sponsorship, this fact ig: clearly stated in the letter of invitation- This

letter also indicates possible bilateral sources of assistance. It-must be stressed

that it is not, as has fceen suggestedby some countries, that ECA does not make

adequate provision for funding participants from member States at these technical

meetings (which, some countries say have been very valuable)but that ECA's own

resources have not been able to provide, in recent times, as much of this type of

support as .they did before.

30. This situation has had very serious effects on some technical meetings given

the low priority accorded to statistical work by some countries. The fact that the

secretariat■&£& not been able to pay for participants to attend some ,of these
ineetings'has iteually discouraged some countries from participating. It is Clear * ■■

however that .resources for this type of sponsorship may no longer be forthcoming

regularly from the secretariat's can resources and therefore countries have to aftopt

their own strategies for securing the necessary funds fortheir participation. In :

this connection, it is worth noting that 18 participants \ from French-speaking ■<;"'■'\,.~

countries were able to participate in the workshop on national accounts, using funds

not provided by ECA. Admittedly, the situation is unfortunate/' especially at a ' .

time when most member States are experiencing economic and financial crises'.The

options for the moment are to intensify the secretariat's effort to raise fundsy-, -

for such meetings, request countries to seek bilateral assistance or finance t^eir
own participation. ^

31. During the last meeting,of this Committee, the secretariat reported on the

formation of an Jnter-Secretariat working group consisting of representatives of ;

the Statistical Office of the United Nations, the European Economic Community,::. ;

the Organization of Economic Co-operation and Development, the International -'. -<:.

Monetary Fund and the World Bank, to review the present United Nations System

of National Accounts,. The review work is being done in three phases as follows:

Phase I -where the regional commissions and interested agencies are c6llecti|tg

basic materials and encouraging the expression Of views and ideas from regions;

Phase II - starting in 1986 will involve eight expert working grqups; PhaseIII - ' '

will address the issue of the integrated system, with due regard to its simplifica
tion and harmonization with the sub-systems. .

32. The clarification .of tjie SNA and its harmonization VTith related statistical
systems, rather than ipmoi&ification or further extension would be the central <

issue. High priority will- beogiven.to issues relevant to developing countries^

Modifications to the system j.s^xpected tp. be minor in order.-to safeguard the

continuity of the efforts to^impplement it and preserve the time series. It is
therefore essential for ^he working group to have the positive reaction of

national account practioners in the African region to these activities. - '
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33. In this regard, the EGA secretariat addressed a letter dated 29 May 1984
to all government statistical offices in the region, soliciting views on any *
simplification, elaboration or clarification that may be considered necessary
or advisable with regard to conceptual or practical aspects of the present SNA.
Suggestions were given on some of the aspects of the SNA which it was felt
countries might want to consider. It is therefore essential for countries to
document the special problems which they have encountered in implementing the
SNA, andproposals, if: any, for possible solutions. This will enable the Inter-
Secretariat Working Group to consider the problems encountered in the African
regiorralong with those met with in other developing regions, and provide
clarification, modification and or simplification in the next revised version
of the system.

34. During the two national accounts workshops already mentioned above, particular
attention was paid to the review. It is hoped that a review seminar planned for
the fourth quarter of this year will come out with a regional position. The ECA
secretariat will not be assuming any financial responsibility in respect of the
participation of countries at this seminar, and countries are kindly requested to
take note of this, so that, they can start preparatory arrangements for their
participation. Informal letters of invitation will be sent to all countries soon
after the present session of the Joint Conference, giving the necessary details
about the seminar.

35. A separate paper on the Progress in Implementing the National Accounts
Capability Programme (E/ECA/PSD.4/52) is being presented as background document
to the Joint Conference. ,,>

36. The importance of the secretariat's work in the area of price statistics
cannot be over-emphasized, Price is the most basic economic and statistical
variable, for example, in the evaluation of economic conditions, the measurement
of production trends, the assessment of inflation, etc. In spite of the abundance
or price statistics, the measurement of prices is a difficult undertaking.

37. The secretariat's work on the development of a co-ordinated system of price
statistics in the African region at the producer, wholesale, consumer and exoort/
import levels has drawn its inputs largely from official country sources. However,
these primary data sources are becoming less and less available to the secretariat
tor quite a good number of countries, end even when available, data are for a
few years only. This situation is causing much concern, not only in relation to
work on: prices but also in other areas of economic statistics. Admittedly, the
subject of price statistics in the work programme of the Commission has been
given rather intermittent attention in the last two years due mainly to lack of
staff resources. With the recruitment of a statistician for work in this area,
the subject is now receiving due attention not only because of the increasing
concern for the improvement of price statistics in an integrated and co-ordinated
manner, both at the national and international levels, but also because prices
are the building blocks of the International Comparison project. A study has
been completed on "Transport prices in African consumer price indices: some
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guidelines". An executive summary is presented to the Conference in document

E/ECA/PSD.4/50,. The full paper is published in Statistical Information Bulletin

No.18.

38. African countries collect, compile and publish price and quantity statistics

for commodities as well as a number of different aggregates and index numbers.

However, because of the differences in the ways in which the various series on

prices and quantities originated and developed, they are often incompatible with

one another and cannot easily be used for analytical purposes.

39. The secretariat has carried out a number of activities designed to assist

countries improve and develop these statistics. The Working Group on Price

Statistics, held in June 1979, examined the development of price statistics in

African countries, identified data and other requirements and drew up a

comprehensive plan for the development of an integrated system of price statistics.

The outcome of that meeting was an African Programme o€ Price Statistics, which

provides guidelines and priorities for a1 "self-reliant effotft -*td develop price

statistics in the region. The programme, subsequently revised, was approved by

the ECA Conference of Ministers at its eighth meeting. In pursuance of the

recommendations of the 1979 Working Group that the work programme as formulated

be revised periodically to take account of the progress achieved, and to suggest

changes in the methodologies and requirements in this field, a follow-up meeting .

was held in Addis Ababa, from 27 February to 2 March 1984. This meeting was. :

combined with that.of the International Comparison Project (ICP) for financial

reasons.

40. Progress in, implementing the programme has so far been slow. Reasons for

this include the lack of adequate financial resources, experienced manpower

resources, and management problems. Nevertheless, it is encouraging to note that

24 countries in the region are participating in the ICP-and about 20 in the National

Household Survey Capability Programme (NHSCP). These programmes could help

substantially in the development of comprehensive and integrated price statistics

systems.

41. Work on prices in the secretariat has concentrated on the development of a

data base with a view to providing the basis for applications such as the evaluation

of economic conditions, the measurement of production trends, the assessment of

inflation, the.construction of national accounts deflators, etc./ At the moment,

the data base contains index numbers for oiost countries of the region on: (a) final

expenditure, i.e., consumer price index numbers? (b) wholesale prices and (e) export/

import prices, While the index numbers for consumer prices are relatively up-.to-

date for most countries, those for wholesale prices and external trade .are for a.

number of countries out-of-date.

42. The ICP has now entered Phase V (reference Year 1985) with the following

15 African countries namely: Botswana, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Kenya,

Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania, Tunisias Zambia

and Zimbabwe which participated in Phase IV, participating. Nine other countries

namely: Benin, Congo, Egypt, Gabon, Mauritius, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Swaziland

and Zaire have joined the Phase V activities.
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43. The ICPS incorporating the comparative study of the economies of African
countries, begun in 1979, is the result of growing co-operation between the
national statistical services of these countries and the Statistical Office of
the European Communities (SOEC). This framework, as managed by SOECS is part
of the ICP being carried out by the United Nations Statistical Office (UKSO) on
a world level. ICP-Africa was set up by the national statistical services of the
African countries with support to varying degrees, of the UNSO, the United Kingdom
Overseas Development Administration (ODA), the Munich Centre for Advanced Training
in Applied Statistics for Developing Countries, the Centre Europeen de Formation
des Statisticiens Economistes de Pays en voie de developpement (CESD), the World
Bank and the Economic Commission for Africa.

44. The second ICP African meeting was held at Africa Hall, Addis Ababa from
27 February to 2 March 1934. It may be recalled that a statement from that meeting
was presented to the last session of this Committee by the Director-General, a.i.

of SOEC. To recapitulate, that meeting examined the results of the comparisons of
price levels and economic aggregates for the 15 African countries which had
participated in ICP-Phase IV and discussed the organization of ICP-Africa Phase V.
The meeting reached consensus on the need to integrate ICP requirements, as far
as possible, with other activities of national statistical offices in view of the
potentialities of the ICP for the improvement of national statistics especially
in the area of price indexes, consumption surveys and national accounts.

45. From 24-28 September 1984, an integorganizational meeting on the ICP was
held in Bellagio, Italy. The two African 'core countries1 Kenya and Senegal as
well as ECA were represented. The agenda included discussions on the uses of the

ICP for national price work. Another meeting held in Vienna, Austria, from 2-21
September 1985, dealt with preparatory work of ICP-Phase V. Kenya, Senegal,
Phase V Africa 'core countries' and the ECA were represented. Nigeria is also a
Phse V 'core country1.

46. Participating African countries have, no doubt, derived considerable benefits
from the ICP. Some countries have used the project as a basis for improving their
price statistics especially those required for making and monitoring national
economic policies. For example, in the area of national prices and incomespolicies
the ICP requirements have enabled some broad measure of national prices and

regional variation in terms of the population concerned. Improvement in consumer
and wholesale price indexes have also been achieved. These activities are note

worthy in view of the fact that the African programme for developing price

statistics on a self-reliant basis has by itself so far made very slow progress.
It is encouraging that 24 African countries are taking part in ICI Phase V as
against 15 countries in ICP Phase IV. ......
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47. It is important that countries use the assistance provided under ICP to

develop permanent systems in the area of national price statistics and national

accounts. From the discussions at the ICP-Africa meeting, Luxemburg, April 1985,

it emerged that one of the most seJrious problems facing Phase V is the shortage

of financial resources. Although the European Economic Community is assisting

the African comparisons, the meeting was informed that there are still substantial

gaps in respect of the financing of Phase V, especially as regards the travel

cost of respresentation of developing core countries at bilateral and multilateral

meetings. The United Nations Statistical Office has started a new round of fund

raising activities, the outcome of which is not yet clear.

48. Due to the delay in recruiting the Associate Statistician (Prices) the

following output has been postponed? Methodological study on rural price data

collection and the output on improvement of raw material export indexes terminated.

49. A fuller report is given in the document "Progress of the Implementation

of the International Comparison Project in the African region" (E/ECA/PSD.4/59).

External trade statistics

50. One mission was undertaken in 1984 to assess the current status of external

trade in the country and make recommendations on steps to be taken to improve the ■■>■■-

quality and timely delivery of the data. :

51. Computer print outs on total trade and exchange rates V7ere issued twice and

sent to the substantive divisions of ECA in 1984. Computer print outs including

total trades import and export- and terms of trade indices, exchange rates were

also sent to member States in 1985.

52. A report of the current status of trade statistics including reasons for

delayed dissemination of data is before the Joint Conferences as document

E/ECA/PSD.4/49.

53. Foreign trade statistics for Africa, Series A No.27 and Series C No.4 were

finalized and sent for printing in September 1985. Series A number 28 and Series

C No. 5 have been delayed and are now expected to be sent for printing early in

the first quarter of 1986.

Industrial statistics

54. The data base in industrial statistics became operational during the last

two years following the finalization of preparatory work, e.g. development of .,;

standard parameters and lists of series, and the entry of time series. However,

the statistical information now available consists largely of material published

in the African Statistical Yearbook, the computerization of which as already stated,

was given high priority. Loading of additional information into the system is, on

hand in order to build up specific files on9 for example, index numbers of

industrial production, commodity production, energy and construction statistics.



E/ECA/PSD.4/21
Page 10

55. In other respects, the Statistics Division handled a considerable number of
requests for data on industry emanating from other EGA divisions as well as from
external users. The main problem here is the numerous gaps which exist in the
general industrial statistics series available at ECA.

56. Important indicators such as industrial output by product, capital formation
by type of capital goods, man-days worked by operatives, raw materials consumed
by type and origin, changes in stocks by major components and index number of
industrial production are either unavailable or incomplete for a number of countries
in the region. Moreover, the time-lag between an inquiry period and the publication
of the results vary generally from two to four years. The situation calls for the
establishment at the national level, of integrated systems of industrial statistics.
To that end, detailed guidelines which take into consideration local conditions
and special circumstances of statistical development of countries are provided by
ECA during missions, but the number of advisory missions undertaken during the
last two years has been small due to resource limitations.

57. Finally, in compliance with a request made by the last session of the Joint
Conference, three studies have been prepared dealing with the 'Relationship between -.
production and trade in African manufactured products', the 'Local processing of
raw materaials for exports1 and 'The production, domestic use and trade in industrial
raw materials1. The first of these which is to be considered by the Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, attempts not only to throw
light from a statistical point of view on the links between production and trade in
African manufactured products, but also to identify and analyse the shortcomings
affecting the data available in order to recommend appropriate measures to remedy
the situation. The two other studies are statistical reviews of the main changes
which have occurred in recent years with regard to production, local processing
and trade in industrial raw materials and are being presented as background
documents to agenda item. 20.

Other economic statistics

58. The development and maintenance of a reliable and up-to.date statistical data
base in food and agriculture continues to have top priority. The role of food and
agriculture in the on-going economic and social crisis in the region underscores
this needs and intensified efforts are being made in this area. Printouts on
agricultural statistics relating to all member States are produced twice yearly.
An analysis of food production and imports has been done and is being presented
to this meeting as document E/ECA/PSD.4/54.

59. The secretariat's existing data base contains the following series for almost
all countries in the region for the year 1970 through 1984: Index numbers of total
agricultural and food production, numbers of, livestock and livestock products

(heads), production of principal agricultural crops and fish catches. The aim
is to make readily available sufficient and reliable basic data for effective
analysis and evaluation of the situation of food and agriculture in the African
region. The principal source of the data has been the Food and Agriculture
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Organization of the United Nations, since most of the countries do not have adequate

statistical services to provide satisfactory data on the state of food and agri
culture. During the past year or so the aim with regard to statistical data base
development has been the computerization of the African statistical yearbook.

This objective having been achieved, the emphasis has now shifted to the development

of an up-to-date data series in individual subjects. In this regard, the

secretariat is intensifying and expanding co-operation with FAO. In addition, the
Joint ECA/FAO Agriculture Division is trying to connect FAO's Interlinked
Computerized Storage and Processing Systems of Food and Agricultural Commodity Data
(ICS) and Agro-Stat. Computerized Data System with the Pan-African Documentation

and Information System (PADIS.) .

60. Work in this area has been concentrated on the development of an up-to-date

data base on the different modes of transport, communication and international

tourist travel. Much improvement has been achieved during the last two years, but

data gaps still exist for a number cf countries. Although the data are largely
the by-products of administrative records which are readily available, indications

are that for some countries they are not being collected, processed and published

regularly and systematically.

61. With a view to assisting member States with the collection, processing and

utilization of transport statistics as a planning and management tool in -the

development of the transport sector in Africa a regional seminar on Transport

Statistics was organized and conducted by the secretariat in collaboration with

Ecole nationale des ponts et chaussie (ENPC), Paris, France in Addis Ababa from

11-23 June 1984. Twenty-two participants from 20 member States participated in

the seminar.

SUBPROGRAMME 3: CENSUSES AND SURVEYS

62. With respect to the subprogramme element, Demographic and Social Statistics,
one staff member of tha Division participated in the evaluation of civil
registration projects in Kenya and Sierra Leone in 1984. This work was done by

a team of consultants sponsored by UNFPA.

63. An intergovernmental working group on Development of Civil Registration
Systems and Vital Statistics Collection in Africa was convened at EGA headquarters,

from 21 to 26 October 1985. It was attended by 28 participants from 20 countries.

64. The Censuses and Surveys Advisory Service looks after three projects, namely

the Regional Advisory Service in Demographic Statistics (RASDS);, the UDEAC/CREP
project in Demographic Statistics and the African Household Survey Capability

Programme (AHSCP).

65. During the biennium 1984-1985, the RASDS consisted of a team of six regional
advisers with a supporting staff of a research assistant and three secretaries.

66. The team continued to give technical support to population census/demographic

survey programmes as well as civil registration and vital statistics systems in

ECA member countries.
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67. The technical assistance provided was mainly in the form of short-term

country missions undertaken at the request of governments or UNFPA country

representatives. Other missions were initiated by the regional advisory team :with

the concurrence of the governments concerned to tnoiiitbt r^o^ress in on-going "

demographic data collection activities in various countries. During the reporting
period 108 raissions were undertaken to 35 ECA member States.

68. In addition to the advisory/technical assistance missions members of the

RASDS team acted as lecturers/resource persdnsliat a training workshop on Census
Taking and Use of Statistical Software" Packages for French-speaking African
countries and a Working Group meeting on the Development of Civil Registration
Systems and Vital Statistics Collection organized in Yaounde, Cameroun, from

1 to 26 October 1#4 atid in Addis Ababa' fron 21 to 26 October 1985 respectively.

69. Members df the team also prepared technical papers on population and housing
censuses, migration statistics and civil registration during the period under
review. '■■

70. The UDEAC/CREP project consists of two experts (the second expert was

recruited in July 1985) and a secretary. It provides operational support to

member States of the Union douainifere et economique.de 1'Afrique centrale (UDEAC)

in their population censuses, demographic surveys and civil registration systems
in collaboration with the RASDS. ;

71. During the period under review the experts under the project undertook 11
missions to'provide assistance in the fields of population censuses, demographic
surveys, civil registration, education and health statisticss excluding the

missions carried out by the Associate Expert who was in post until November 1984.

72. In addition the experts prepared a number of technical papers and the Chief

Technical Advis'er was an Instructor in the.Wbrksnops on Census Taking and Use of
Statistical Software Fackages organized in Yaounde, Cameroon, in October 1984.

73. The African Household Survey Capability Programme (AHSCP) project consisted

of two Household Survey Specialists, one for the English- and the other for the

French-speaking African'countries arik a.secretary..'Of the 18 countries so far
participating in the AHSCP the foiiovlrigll have active programmes: Benin,' -'

Botswaria, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Kenyaa Malawi, Mali, Morocco, Zambia and Zimbabwe^

74. A joint UN Statistical Office/FAO/ECA mission visited Ghana in Nobember 1985
to assist the Ghana Government'to prepare a project proposal in the framework of
the National Household Survey Capability Programme (NHSC?). The subjects included

in the survey programmes cover a wide range of topics and reflect national needs
and priorities as determined jointly by national users and producers of statistical

data« In the seven countries whose survey programmes are not yet operational,

the main problem has been the mobilization of External resources to pay part of
the cost of their survey programme.
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75. The regional component of AIISCP, as far as the resources available permits,

attempted to implement most of the programme elements. During the period under

review 22 technical and backstopping missions were undertaken. It also provided,

wherever possible, technical assistance to countries through correspondence

especially in connection with content of questionnaires and sample desien. A start

has been made on the development of household data analysis for which a special paper

is now available.

76. Finally, a Workshop on Household Surveys was held in Lusaka, Zambia, in

October 1984 with financial support from the Commonwealth Fund for technical

Co-operation (CFTC).

77. The major problems encountered during the same period were: ; ■

(a) The uncertainty about UNDP's continuation of financial support to the

AHSCP regional advisory team made difficult forward planning. It has now been

confirmed that the project is being continued at least until 31 December 1986.

(b) The delay in the recruitment of an expert in data processing promised

by the Government of the Eederal Republic of Germany has hampered the assistance

that the project could give to countries in the processing of their data which is

the major bottleneck in all countries; and

(c) The long process in mobilizing external assistance has delayed the start

of projects in many:countries. . . >

78. In spite of the financial and technical constraints mentioned above and the

severe economic situation in most countries of the region, the project continues

to make good progress.

Staffing situation in 1984-1985

79. As shown in Annex IV, there were a number of vacancies during the biennium.

This was due partly to the six months freeze on recruitment imposed by the UN

Secretary-General and partly to structural delays in the recruitment process.

The implementation rate of work programme outputs should be assessed with due

account being taken of the work months vacant during the biennium.

80. The Chief of the Statistics Division of ECA at the last conference retired

from UN Service on 31 May 1985. Mr. Booker had contributed to statistical

development in Africa during the approximately 30 years he spent in the region,

over 20 years of which he spent ih ECA. ftr. K.T. de Graft-Johnson who had been,

his deputy since January 1978 assumed duty as Chief with effect from 1 June 1985.

Evaluation of 1984-1985 Work Programme

81. The United Nations has established a machinery for the evaluation of the

work programme. However, the Joint Conference itself is expected to evaluate

the work of the Statistics Division. There are many ways in which this can be

done, a few are listed for illustrative purposes^
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(a) To what extent have member States used the services provided by the
Division? .

(b) Have the studies published by the Divisonhad any impact on statistical
work at the national level and ultimately on social and economic development of
member States? ■ ■■-■;■

(c) Have the publications of the Division been useful to member States?

(d) What has been the impact of programmes such as the Statistical Training
rlufn^T tOT AfrlGa (STPA> afld the AfHcan Household Survey Capability Programme
(AHSCP)? For example, has the existence of STPA resulted in more countries having
a cadre of trained statisticians and in the development of national statistical
plans which have been incorporated in national development plans as recommended
by the Lagos Plan of Action?

(e) Have the workshop/seminars/meetings organised by the Division been
useful? In this connection, it should be noted that with effect from January 1985
all meetings organized by the Division have been evaluated by the participants and*
the evaluation report for each meeting is included in the relevant'reports. There
is need for the Joint Conference itself to express its views on the usefulness of
the meetings.

(f) Are there additional performance indicators which the Division should
take into account? Outputs delivered out- of outputs planned (unweighted)?
Outputs delivered out of outputs planned (weighted by number of work months as
provided in the work programme budget)?

82. The above evaluation: which is in addition1 to that to be undertaken by the
UN Headquarters is intended to determine how far the programme has been able
to meet its objectives and the benefits member States have derived from it. An

evaluation can be done at a meeting of this nature by open discussion or by
inquiry using questionnaires to be completed by delegates, with the anonymity
of respondents being assured. .

83. The statistics committee is invited to indicate the procedures it wishes to
adopt to review and evaluate the implementation of the Division's work programme.

Work Programme for 1986-1987

84. Annex II to this report contains the approved work programme for 1986-1987.
The work programme is based on the draft work programme submitted to the third
session of the Joint Conference. It incorporates also the amendments made at
that meeting. However, due to resource constraints, the number of advisory
missions has been reduced considerably.
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85» A new programme element under the subprogramme Censuses and Surveys which

deals with environment statistics has been included. This is in response to a

request for the establishment of a data base on environment statistics„ with

particular reference to drought and desertification* Research and methodological

studies will also be undertaken by the new environment statistician. These studies

are expected to result, in 19879 in a technical publication which will indicate the

types of data required for the description and monitoring or control of desertifica

tion and drought in Africa.

Draft Work Programme for 1988-1989

86. Annex III contains the penultimate formal draft of the work programme

narrative for 1988-1989, As the preparation of the final draft begins later in

1986, this is the last opportunity the Joint Conference will have to comment on

the relevance of the; programme to the current needs of the region and to make

amendments. It should be noted that in proposing amendments, the Committee should

note that the cost implications of such amendments should be taken into account.

It is not likely that the number of work-months provided in 1986-1987 will be

increased in 1988^-1989. The travel funds available will only be adjusted to take

account of inflation*-

Medium-term Plan for the Period 1990-1995

87.. Although no specific-instructions have been issued for the preparation of

the next medium-term plan» the fourth session of the Joint Conference is likely

to be the last opportunity for the' Conference to have inputs into the preparation

of that plan. It is intended in the following sections to deal with the objectives,

problems addressed and strategy for the period 1990-1995 in respect of each of the

subprogrammes:

(a) SUBPROGRAMS 1: STATISTICAL DEVELOPMENT.. 1^-_.j.v -~-

Objectives

88. The objectives of this subprogramrne are:

(i) to assist countries to prepare statistical development plans, including

work programme budgets, as part of the overall national development plan;

. (ii) to further develop and improve statistical infrastructures in member

States;

(iii) to assist further in the provision of national cadres of trained

statisticians for the countries of the region5

(iv) to further develop national data processing capabilities and national

and regional statistical data bases as part of the overall strategy

to establish statistical information systems;
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(v) to promote data applications and analysis in the countries of the
region as a basis for development plan and policy formulation and
programme implementation, appraisal and monitoring, r

Problems addressed

89, A number of problems are addressed. These are due to the fact that the
region is a developing one and has 26 countries classified among the least
developed countries. The problems addressed are:

(i) The state of statistical development in the region is still un
satisfactory despite some improvements. This situation partly stems
from the absence of a well co-ordinated plan for statistical develop
ment and absence of any yardsticks by which national governments can

measure the performance of their national statistical offices in

relation to the budgets allocated to them;

(ii) There are no sufficient guidelines on data analysis and applications.
This leads to inadequate utilization of data by planners and other
users and thus results in low demand for statistical data which in

turn results in low priority being given to statistical priorities;

(iii) Data processing has for the past 25 years proved to be the most
important factor hampering the timely dissemination of statistical
data. In spite of the advent of sophisticated hardware, the time
lag between collection and publication is still very long. The

reasons are: lack of qualified computer staff, inadequate facilities

for data storage and retrieval and lack of co-ordination between
subject-matter specialists and computer personnel.

Strategy for the period 1990-1995

90. The strategy to be adopted for the next medium-term plan are as follows:

(i) Assistance to national statistical services in the formulation of
statistical development plans, including detailed data processing

■ requirements, as part of the overall national development plans;

(ii) Guidance to national statistical services in the acquisition of
adequate computer facilitiess including micro-computers and their
supporting software 5

(iii) Further assistance in providing materials for teaching statistical
computing for use in training statisticians at statistical training
centre:
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(iy) Development ,of guidelines for vertical and horizontal collaboration

. with respect to data processing among, the different organizational

units of the national statistical service;

(y) To assist those countries with.Central Data Processing Centres to ;,..,

establish user committees whose fundtions will include, inter alia,

the allocation of computer time among the various users;

<vi) Development of additional guidelines on data applications and analysis

of particular relevance to the region. . ;

(h), SUBPROGRAMS 2: ECONOMIC STATISTICS .

Objectives

91. The objectives of subprogramme 2 are:

(i) To improve the relevance, timeliness, reliability and cost-effectiveness

of national and international economic statistics necessary for

development planning, fiscal policy and monetary management;

(ii) To make available internationally comparable data on international trade,

national accounts and other economic statistics including agriculture,

industry, transport, energy, natural resources, prices and public

finance; -

(iii) To provide short-term advisory missions and training services aimed at

;! enhancing national capabilities in the collection, presentation and

dissemination of economic statistics and reducing the need for resident

international experts;

(iv) to ensure that national accounts work is carried out as an integral

. ' part of a co-ordinated and comprehensive effort within, the framework

of developing and improving basic economic statistics.

Problems to be addressed

92. The United Nations system has been providing technical assistance to member

States in economic statistics for more than two decades. In some countries, there

has been a resident international adviser in national accounts almost continuously

for twenty-five years. In spite of this, the national statistical service does

not have the necessary skills to prepare national accounts estimates. The

picture,is the same with respect to all branches of economic statistics.
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93. Most publications on economic statistics lag so far behind that by the time

they are issued, they are only of historical interest. In the previous medium-
terra plan, it was stressed that statistical information plays an inadequate role

in policy-making, planning* economic and social development, administration and
business. One of the reasons for this is the poor quality of data provided and
the delays in making them available.

Strategy for the, period 1990-1995

94. The strategy to be adopted are as follows:

(i) The regional advisory services will concentrate on building up self-
reliance on the part of national staff in the field of economic

statistics by providing support theough a series of short missions to

a number of countries. These will include the provision of on-the-job

training and of more formal training sessions. Statistical offices
will be encouraged to see national accounts not as just another set of

figures to be produced in isolations but as a framework for improving
the collection and use of basic economic statistics generally. A series

of workshops/working groups will be held in order to examine various

aspects of the economic statistics programmes and to develop further

the professional confidence and competence of the participants.

(ii) Workshops are planned in the following areas: statistics on new and
renewable sources of energy (1990), the informal sector (1991);,

industrial statistics including the setting up of integrated systems

(1993) external trade,financial statistics (1994), and national accounts
(1995); . . .:

(iii) Studies are also planned in the following areas: agricultural statistics
(1990), energy statistics (1990), collection of data on price and quanta
and the calculation of related index numbers (1991), trends in the

development of the construction sector in Africa (1991), trade statistics

(1992); implementation of the 1990 revised system of national accounts in
African countries (1993), balance of payments statistics (1995).

SUBPROGRAMME 3: CENSUSES AND SURVEYS

Objectives -

95. The objectives of subprpgrarame 3 ares

(i) To assist African countries which have not yet done so to establish

durable infrastructures for the collection, processing and analysis

of integrated demographic social and economic data on household and
household members;

(ii) To improve the coverage of population censuses, civil registration
and other surveys;
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(iii) To provide guidelines and other assistance in minimizing content errors

in censuses and surveys;

(iv) To assist countries to provide timely and ?ood quality data on special
groups such as wosien, children and youth, the disabled,and the aged;

(v) To provide a regional information service on_environment, especially

in relation to drought and desertification.

Problems addressed

96. With the exception of one country, all African countries .have now carried
out at least one modern census. This has led to an improvement in demographic
data availability. The African Household Survey Capability Programme initiated

in 1979 has also assisted a number of African countries to start a regular

programme of household surveys. In spite of these improvements, Africa still
lags behind the other regions in the availability of detailed and timely data

to describe its fertility, mortality and migration, especially with respect to

the determinants and effects.of trends in these fields.

97. Problems to be addressed include data collection mechanisms and their
improvement, the filling of data gaps, the promotion of a dialogue between data

users and producers and data applications.

Strategy for the period 1990-1995

98. The subprogramme will continue to focus primarily on assistance to member

States in the improvement of the demographic, social and environment statistics.

In this context, advisory services will be provided on request to member States

in population censuses, civil registration, population registration and household

surveys♦

99. Workshops, seminars and other meetings to be held will include: seminar on

the impact of the 1985 Programme of Action on civil registration systems and vital
statistics collection in Africa (1990), intergovernmental working group on coverage

of special population groups in censuses (1991), workshop on housing statistics in
Africa (1993) , a workshop on environment statistics (1994) and an expert group

meeting on recommendations for the 2000 round of population and housing censuses

in Africa (1995).

100. Studies to be undertaken will cover: quality control in censuses and surveys

(1990), use of sampling in African population censuses (1991), measurement of

economic activity in African population censuses (1993)s measures for the

improvement of environment statistics (1994) , and problems and methods of the

2000 round of population and housing censuses in Africa (1995).
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Conclusion

101. In this paper, the performance of the EGA Statistics Division in implementing
its 1984-1935 work pro^acu^ lo reviewed. The nt-d lot identifying useful
performance indicators has been stressed. The approved work programme for

1986-1907 and the draft: work prograrame narrative for 1938-1989 are presented.
The objectives, problems to be addressed and the strategies to be followed in
the next medium-term plan 1990-1995 have also been outlined.

102. The Committee is invited to=°

(a) Comment on the work performance of the ECA Statistics Division during
1984-1985; .

(b) Note the approved work programme for the biennium 1986-1987; ;

(c) Comment on the draft work programme for 1988-1989;

.(d) Review and amend the inputs to the medium-term plan for the period
1990-1995. ■ ■ •■■■■'■
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14, STATISTICS IN Z^FRICA

13.80 This programme is carried out by the Statistics Division.

13.81 The three subprogramraeSj their programme elements and the

related output planned for the bienniuir are described below.

Subprogramme 1. Statistical___deve^op^ent

Programme elements;

1.1 General aspects of co-ordination and development

Output:

(i) Substantive servicing of the third session of the

Joint Conference of African Planners, Stati stiri

and Demographers (first quarter, 1934);

(ii) Advisory services to member States, on request, on

statistical organization (two missions' in 1984, &/

one in 1985);

(iii) Reports to the fourth session of the Joint

Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and

Demographers on a review of statistical organization

problems in the region (fourth quarter, 1985);

assessment of the effectiveness of national

statistical services b/(third quarter, 1965;;

establishment of an African list of statistical

priorities (fourth quarter, 1935) ;

(iv) Sales publications: directory of African

Statisticians (1984) ; jib.yiogra.phy of African

Statistical Publications (fourth quarter, 1985);b/

Statistical Newsletter' (two issues per year)j

(v) Substantive servicing of the working group on

environment and natural resource?.; statistics

(fourth quarter, 19T-4)lb/

1e 2 Statistical data base development

Output:

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request, on

development and maintenance of national statistical

data base (one mission in 1984);

(ii) Computer print-outs of integrated social,

demographic and economic data (four per year);
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(iii) Biennial report to the fourth session of the

Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisti

cians and Demographers on the inventory of

electronic data processing equipment and

related staff resources and applications (last

quarter of 19G5);

(iv) Sales publication: Directory of Electronic

Data Processing Experts j& Africa (first quarter,

1934);

(v) Substantive servicing of the training seminar on

statistical data base development for English-

speaking participants (third quarter, 1985) .

1.3 Statistical training programme for Africa*

Output;

(i) Advisory missions to the centres for the

Statistical Training Programme for Africa

(STPA) encountering difficulties (one in 1984,

one in 1905)j

(ii) Substantive servicing of the biennial meeting of
Directors of STPA centres (fourth quarter, 1985);

(iii) Report to the fourth session of the Joint
Conference of African Planners, Statisticians

and Demographers on a guide syllabus for middle

level courses in statistical training for

Portuauese-speaking countries (second quarter,

1984)i

(iv) Technical publications; Statistical Training

Programme for Africa (STPA) News (second and

fourth quarters of each year)j and Directory of

STPA Centres (second quarter, 1985) .
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Subprogramme 2. Economic statistics

Programme elements:

2.1 National accounts, finance and prices

Output:

(i) Computer print-outs on national accounts and
financial statistics (second and fourth quarters

of each year) °, current sectoral deflators for

African national accounts (second and fourth

quarters of each year); price statistics, such

as price indices, producer, wholesale, export and

world market price (second and fourth quarters of
each year) •; external transactions (third quarter

of each year)? and public sector statistics

(third quarter of each year);

(ii) Substantive servicing of bilingual training work
shop on national accounts (fourth quarter, 1905);

(iii) Reports to the Joint Conference of African Planners,

Statisticians and Demographers on progress of the

International Comparison Projects in the African

region (fourth quarter, 1985)z guidelines for a^ .

system of price and quantity statistics and their

implementation in the field of transport (fourth

quarter, 1935)? comparative analysis of trends in
growth and importance of the public sector c/ (fourth
quarter, 1935); methodological study on rural price

data collection c/ (second quarter, 1984); and
improvement of raw material export price indexes b/

(third quarter, 1984).

2.2 National Accounts Capability Programme*

Outputi

(i) Advisory services to :c.ei?ber States, on request,

on applying the revised United Nations System of

National Accounts (thr^e missions in 1984, three

in 1985);

(ii) Reports to the Joint Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians and Demographers on

progress in implementing the United Nations

System of National Accounts and the uses of the
statistical data in Africa (fourth quarter, 1985);
and progress in implementing the National

Accounts Capability Programme (fourth quarter,

191,5}.
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2.3 External trade statistics ' " :

Output; '..:.■■

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request,

on improving the coverage,, timeliness and

methodology of national trade statistics (one

mission_in 1984);

(ii) Computer print-outs on national trade statistics

(first and third quarters of each year);

(iii) Report to the Joint Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians and Demographers on the

survey of the current status of trade statistics,

including reasons for delayed dissemination of

data (fourth quarter, 1985);

(iv) Sales publications: Foreign Trade Statistics for

Africa (Series As Direction or" total trade (fourth
quarter of each year); Series Bz Trade by

commodity and by country {fourth quarter of each

year);b/ and Series Cs Summary tables (fourth

quarter of each year).

2.4 Industrial statistics

Output:

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request,

on applying the international recommendations on

industrial statistics and improving the coverage

and timeliness of these data (one mission in 1984,

one in 1985);

(ii) Computer print-outs on general industrial

statistics and commodity production in mining,

manufacturing, electricity, gas and water,

including energy balance sheets (one, third

quarter of each year) ,°

(iii) Reports to the fourth session of the Joint

Conference of African Planners, Statisticians

and Demographers of studies on local processing

of raw materials for export (fourth quarter, 1985)?

relationship between production and trade in

African manufactured products (fourth quarter,

1985); and production, domestic use and trade in

industrial raw materials (fourth quarter, 1985).
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2.5 Other economic statistics

Output;

(i) Computer print-outs or: ays.-cultural statistics

(one, second and fourth quarters of each year);

transport nnd comnur.i.c;i:tions statistics (one,

second and fourth quarters of. each year) ;

tourism statistics, together with supporting

methodology (one, second and fourth quarters of

each year) ;■

(ii). Reports to the Joint Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians and Demographers on

developing and improving distribution statistics,

including supporting methodology (second quarter,

1984); and on analysis of food production and

imports (third quarter, 1S85);

(iii) Substantive servicing of the Intergovernmental

. Working Group on Distributive Trade Statistics

(second quarter, 1984}? b/

(iv) Sales publications; African StatisticalYsarbook

(fourth quarter of each yearT^"a7~ATflean Economic ,
Indicators a/ (fourth quarter of each yaar);
Statistical Information Bull3tin_fQ£^£££a.

(fourth quarter of each year)-

Subprogramme 3. Censuses and surveys

Programme elements: ~

■3.1 -Demographic and social statistics

Output;

(i) Computer print-outs on demographic and social
statistics (one, second c-.nd fourth quarters of

each year);

(ii) Advisory services to member States., on request,
in demographic ana social statistics (two missions

in 1984', one in 1985) ,•

(iii) Report to the Intergovernmental v-Tork .ng Group on

Development of Civil Registration Systems and

Vital Statistics Collection in Africa on the
methodology and problems of developmsnt of civil
registration systems and vital statistics

collection in Africa (second quarter, 1985);

(iv) Substantive servicing of the Intergovernmental

Working Group on Development of Civil Registration
Systems and Vital Statistics Collection in

Africa (third quarter, 13C!5) ,
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(v) Report to the Joint Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians and Demographers on

a study of possible approaches to the inte

gration of demographic, social arid related

eccnon.ic statistics in de^lop^ent planning

in Africa (fourth quarter, 1985).

3.2 Support to technical co-operation project:
Regional Centre for Population Studies in

Central Africa

Output:

(i) Technical assistances reports to States

members of the Customs and Economic Union

of Central Africa (UDEAC) on the development

of demographic and social statistics

methodology appropriate to the UDEAC

subregion (one, fourth quarter, 1984; b/

one, fourth quarter, 1985)?

(ii) Substantive servicing of intergovernmental

ad hoc meetings organized by the Regional

Centre for Population Studies (CRUP) in the

fields of population censuses and civil

registration (one in 1984, one in 1985); b/

3 = 3 Regional advisory service in demographic statistics

Output? .

(i) Advisory services to member States, on

reaue^tj on organization, planning and

conduct of national population and housing

censures in tho I'jHO rour^d; processing and

evaluation of census data and development

of Civil registration systems and vital

statistics collection (three raissions in

1964, three in 1985) ;

(ii) Report to the Joint Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians and Demographers on

the evaluation of the 19bO round of censuses

in Africa (fourth quarter, 1985);

(iii) Substantive servicing of a trainxng workshop

on census-taking for French-speaking African

countries (third quarter, 1984);

(iv) Substantive servicing of a training v/orkshop

on the use of statistical software packages

feecond quarter,- 1984).
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3.4 African Household Survey Capability Programme*

Output i

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request,

on preparation of survey programme documents

for countries requiring technical and financial

assistance in the context of the global National

Household Survey Capability Programmes

establishment of active survey operations; and

training and development of staff resources

needed in establishing effective survey programme

(four missions in 1984, four in 1985);d/

(ii) Substantive servicing of the Intergovernmental

Working Group on organization, contents and

methodology of household surveys (fourth

quarter, 1985)?

(iii) Reports to the Intergovernmental Working

Group on study on the methodology for collect

ing, processing, analysing and utilizing

integrated demographic, social and economic

data (fourth quarter, 1985) ,c b/ and measures

for mgbili^±ng_^cjin^caj:_^

resources for the implementation of national

househuld~~survey programmesTr^urth
xjo j i s *yf~~ —.-———- "~

RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS (AT REVISED 1983 RATES)

Other official travel of staff

13.82 The estimated requirements under this heading ($17,200) can

be broken down as follows;

Subprogramme

1

2

3

Total 17f2OO

External printing and binding

13.83 The estimated requirements under this heading ($58,200)

relate to the ECA statistical publications programme, including

Directory of African Statisticians, Bibliography ofAfrican

'Statistical Publications, Statistical Newsletter, Foreign Trade
Statistics for Africa/ Series' A, B and C, African Statistical
Yearbook, African Economic Indicators and Statistical Information

Bulletin for Africa. They can be broken down as follows:

4

6

7

$

,200

,000

,000



i*'/ l.uA/ F.-ji-',- *±/ 2.\.

Annex I

Page h

Programme

elements

1-1 General aspects of co-ordination
and development 14f300

2.3 External trade statistics 24,600

£ , 5 Otner economic statistics 19 e300

Total 5G,2OO

* Highest i.riority

a/ Cne mission terminated

b/ Terminated

c/ Tost^oned

d/ rIV,o missions postponed? cne terminateci.
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UOKK PROGRAMME FOR 1986-1967

14. STATISTICS IN AFRICA

13.136 The activities under this programme during the biennium
are intended to address the lack of durable and efficient

statistical infrastructures in ruany countries of the region that

has resulted in considerable differences between countries in the
provision of statistical information in support of policy

formulation, development planning, research and administration.
The problem has become more urgent because of the information
requirements of the Lagos Flan of Action.

13.13? The programme \vill therefore concentrate mainly on

technical assistance designed to develop statistical information
to assist in the training of national statistical personnel and

to deliver advisory services in the planning and conduct of

national population and housing- censuses and in integrated

household survey programmes, and in the development and improve
ment of civil registration systems and the gathering of vital

statistics. Lfforts will also be focused en the important areas of

environment statistics (drought and desertification). Emphasis

will also be placed on the maintenance of a regional information
service through the further development of the/statistical data
base*

13.13b The subprograrrities, their programme elements and related
output are described belows

Subprogramine 1. Statistical development

(a) Kesource requirements: regular budget: $612,200
(26.9 per cent of programme total).

(b) Reference: medium-term plan 1934-1989 (A/37/6 and
Corr.l), paras. 22.62-22.65, as modified by A/39/6.

(c) Programme elements;

1-1 General aspects of co-ordination and development

Output:

(i) Substantive servicing of the fourth session of the

Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians

and Demographers (first quarter, 1986)#

(ii) Advisory services to member States, on request,

on statistical organization (one mission in 1986;

one in 1987)j
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(iii) Sales publicationss (a) Directory of African

Statisticians (first c?uarter,- 1986) ; (b) Biblio

graphy of African Statistical Publications

(fourth quarter, 1987), and (c) Statistical News

letter (t\vo issues in 1986; two in 1987);

(iv) Reports to the fourth session of the Joint
Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and

Demographers om (a) statistical activities

(1984-1985) and statistical work programme

(19ob-1991) (first quarter, 1986);- and (b) the
African Statistical Association (first quarter,

1936).

: statistical data base development

Output;

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request, on

development and maintenance of national statistical

data bases (one mission in 1986; one in 19i>7) ;

(ii) Technical publication for government statisticians
and planners on computer print-outs of integrated

social, demographic and economic data (one print

out each quarter of 1986 and 1987);

(iii) Sales publication: Directory of Electronic Data
Processing Experts in Africa (first quarter, 19C6);

(iv) Reports to the fourth session of the Joint
Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and

.Demographers or.: (a) review of national
statistical data processing capabilities (first

quarter, 1986), and (b) the KCA statistical data

base (first quarter, 19S6);

<v) Technical publications for and substantive servic
ing of a training seminar on statistical data base
development for French-speaking'government stati
sticians and planners (four publications, second
quarter, 1506, one seirdnar, fourth quarter, 1986)/

(vi) Technical publications for and substantive servic
ing of a training workshop on the use of software
packages in statistical computing for English-
speaking government statisticians and planners

(two publications, first quarter, 13G7; one work
shop, fourth quarter, 1287) .
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1.3 Statistical training programme for Africa

Output;

(i) Advisory services to the centres participating in

the Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA)

(one mission in 1986? one in 1987);

(ii) Substantive servicing of the biennial meeting of

Directors of STPA centres (fourth quarter,, 1987) ;

(iii) Reports to the fourth session of the Joint Conference

of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers

ons (a) a guide syllabus for professional

statistical training (first quarter, 1986)j and

(b) the Statistical Training Programme for Africa

(first quarter, 19C'o) ;

(iv) Technical publications^ (a) STFA News (two

issues in 1986; two in 1957); (b) directory of

STPA centres (second quarter, 19S6); (c) improve

ment of research at training centres (fourth

quarter, 19&7), (d) impact of guide syllabuses

prepared for use at STPA centres and statistical

offices on statistical training (fourth quarter,

1907)> anc (e) development in statistical

organization and ranpower since 1361 in the African

region (fourth quarter,. 1SB7) .

Subprogramme 2, Economic statistics

(a) Resource requirements; regular budget: $1,028,700

(fib.2 per cent of programme total)■.

(b) Reference; medium-term plan 19o4-1989 (A/37/6 and

Corr.l),, paras, £.2 ,66-22 „ 70.

(c) Programme elements:

2 = 1 National accountst finance and prices

Output;

(i) Computer print-outs om (a) national accounts

and finance statistics (two in 1986; two in 19fc>7)?

(b) current sectoral deflators for African

national accounts (two in 1986? two in 1987);

(c) price statistics (two in 1936; two in 1937);

(d) external transactions (two in 19S6? two in

19b7); and (e) public sector statistics (two in

19o6; two in
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(ii) Technical publications for and substantive

servicing of a seminar on the system of national

accounts review, for government statisticians and

planners (three publications and one seminar,

second quarter, 19G6),-

(iii) Technical publications for and substantive

servicing of a working group on capital formation

and national accounts at constant prices,, for

government statisticians and planners (three

publications and one vorking group, third quarter,

i..' \i I ) ■

2*2 National accounts capability programme*

Output:

Advisory services to i.ember States, on request, on (a)

applying the revised United Nations Eysterr1. of National

Accounts (three missions in 1906; three in 19C7); and

(b) improving basic economic statistics as a

prerequisite for further development of national

accounts (three missions in 1986, three in 19o7)„

2 - 3 External trade statistics

Output;

(i) Advisory services to mer-ber States, on request,

on improving the coverage,, timeliness and

methodology or international trade statistics

(one mission in 19o6( one in 1SC7);

(ii) Computer print-outs on national external trade

statistics (four in 1986? four in

(iii) Sales publications^ Foreign Trade Statistics

for j^frica> (a) Series A; Direction of total

trade (fourth quarters, 1966 and 19£7), (b) Series

Ci Summary tables (fourth quarters, 19S6 and 1987)

2.4 Industrial statistics

Outputi

(i) Advisory services to. member States,, on request,

on applying the international recommendations on

industrial statistics and improving the coverage

ano. timeliness of these data (three missions in

19o6, three in 1S&7);

highest priority
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(ii) Computer print-outs on general industrial statistics
anc monthly commodity production in mining,

manufacturing, electricity, gas and water, including

energy balance sheets (one in 1986; one in 19C7);

(iii) Technical publications for and substantive

servicing of a working group on energy statisticsp

for government statisticians and planners (three

publications and one working group,, 1987) .

2.5 Other economic statistics**

Output

(i) Con-puter print-outs on; (a) agricultural statistics

(two in 1936, two in 1987) ? (b) transport and

conauunications statistics (two in 1986; two in 1987;

(c) tourism statistics (tvo in 1906; two in 19C7),

(ii) Technical publication for government statisticians
and planners; review of transport and communication

statistics (third quarter, 15&6),

(iii) Technical publications for and substantive servicing

of a vorking grour on port statistics, for government

statisticians anu planners (three publications and

one working group, fourth quarter, 1987); .

(iv) Sales publications; (a) African Statistical
Yearbook (fourth quarters, 1986 and 19S7);

(b) African Social and Economic Indicators (fourth

quarters, I9C6 and 1907); . (c) statistical Information

Bulletin for Africa (third quarters, 19b6 and 1987).

Subprogramiue 3, Censuses and surveys

(a) Resource requirements: regular budget;; $634,900
(27.9 per cent of programme total).

(b) References ir.ediuru-term plan 19C4-1909 (A/37/6 and
Corr,l), paras. 22.71-22.75, as r.odified by A/39/6.

(c) Progr&iame elements s

Lowest £)riority
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3,1 demographic and social statistics

Output -;

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request,
on demographic and social statistics (tvio missions

in 19C6; two in 19o7);

(ii) Computer print-outs on demographic ana social

statistics (two in 19G6; two in 1987);

(iii) Technical publications for government statisticians
anu planners on a review of data availability on:

(a) indicators on worsen (first quarter, 1986) ;
(b) disability in Africa (first quarter, 1987);

(c) youth in Africa . (third quarter, 1907)>

(iv) Reports to and substantive servicing of the inter
governmental working group on possible approaches

to the integration of demographic,, social and
related economic statistics in development

planning in Africa (three reports and one meeting,

fourth quarter, 1936).

3o2 Support to technical co-operation projects Regional
Centre for Population Studies in Central Africa**

Output;

(i) Technical publication for government statisticians

and planning .of member States of the Customs and
Economic Union of Central Africa? development of
demographic and social statistics methodology
appropriate to the subregion (fourth quarter, 1967)=

<ii) Substantive servicing of ad hoc meetings organised
by the Regional Centre for Population Studies in

the fields of population censuses, and civil
registration (fourth quarters, 19G6 and 1987).

3.3 Regional advisory services in demographic statistics

Output;

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request, on
the organisation, planning and conduct of national
oopulation and housing censuses, processing ana

evaluation of census data, and development of civil
registration systems and vital statistics collection

(two missions in 1CC6;; three in 1987);

** Lowest priority.
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(ii) Technical publications for government statisticians

and planners on= (a) methods and problems of

African population and housing censuses (first

quarter, 1986) ; (b) processing of census,, civil

registration and sample survey data (second quarter,

19c7) ;■

(iii) Reports to and substantive servicing of the inter

governmental working group on recommendations for

the 1990 round of population and housing censuses

in Africa (two reports and one meeting, third

quarter, 1336)?

(iv) Substantive servicing of a training workshop on

census taking for English-speaking countries

(fourth quarter, 1987).

3.4 African Household Survey Capability Programme*

Output:

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request, on:

(a) preparation of survey programme documents for

countries requiring technical and financial

assistance in the context of the National Household

Survey Capability Programme (one mission in 1986/

one in 1987)j (b) establishment of active survey

operations (one mission in 19C6; one in 1987)>

(c) training ana development of staff resources

for establishing effective survey prograiunes
(one mission in 1986; one in 1907);

(ii) Technical publications for government statisticians
and planners on; (a) methodology for collection,

processing, analysis and utilization of integrated
demographic, social and economic data (fourth quarter,
19b7), (b) measures for the mobilisation of
technical and financial resources for the

implementation of the national household survey
programme (fourth quarter, 1987);

(iii) Reports to and substantive servicing of the inter
governmental working group on organization, content

and methodology of household surveys (two reports
and one meeting, fourth quarter, 1987).

Highest priority.



Page S

3.5 Environment statistics

Output s

(i) Computer print-outs on environment statistics
(two in 1936; two in 19b7)>

(ii) Technical publications for government statisticians,
planners and policy makers on; (a) adaptation of
the United Nations framework of environment

statistics to African countries, with particular

reference to ecosystems (fourth quarter, 1986);

(b) data requirements for studies on desertification
and drought in Africa (fourth quarter, 1987).

RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS (AT REVISED 15^5 PATES)

Established posts

13.139 Staff resources required to implement the programme outlined
above are estimated at 312 work-months at the professional and
higher levels, which would be provided by regular budget staff.
The distribution of these staff resources by subproarammes would
be as follows;

Work-months for

established

Subprogramme posts

1. Statistical development 84

2. Economic statistics 141

3. Censuses and surveys 87

Total 312

13.140 Provision of the required 312 professional work-months of
regular budget staff resources would be made from existing posts

(268 work-months) and by the creation of a new established post
(24 work-months).

New post

13.141 A new post for an environment statistician at the P-4 level
is requested for the biennium 1986-1987. Environmental degradation
with its consequences, such as desertification and drought, is one of
the serious problems facing the African continent. The Joint
Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers at its
second and third sessions discussed the issue and called on the ECA
secretariat to begin work in the area of environment statistics. The
ninth session of the Conference of Ministers of ECA dealt with the
twin problems of desertification and drought. Thus a new activity,
programme element 3.5, Environment statistics, has been included in
the work programme.
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13=142 The incumbent of the new post would be responsible for

building up a data base on environment statistics, with particular

reference to areas pertaining to desertification and drought in

Africa. He would also be responsible for research and methodological

studies in the field of environment statistics in order to enhance

the usefulness of the data for policy-oriented applications and

analysis.

Other official travel of staff

13.143 The estimated requirements under this heading ($18,600) are

for the following purposes;

Subprogramme Description of tasks $

1 To discuss with government

officials the organization

and co-ordination cf national

statistical services and the

development of national

computerized statistical data

baseso..o D*•....•............* o• 9,900

2 To discuss with government

officials ways of improving

the coverage, quality, time

liness and dissemination of

international trade statistics

and industrial statistics...•... 5,800

3 To discuss the preparation of

survey documents with government

officials o o „ - c o o e. . , o 2 , 900

Total 18,600

External printing and binding

13.144 The estimated requirements (¥18,100) for external printing

involve a decrease of $49,200, as an increasing number of documents

will be produced by internal reproduction. It is envisaged that

one publication Foreign Trade Statistics for Africa, Series A, would

need to be published externally with the funds requested under this

heading.
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Subprogramme 1. Statistical development ... ./.-.'

1.1 General aspects of co-ordination and development

, Output: .

(i) Substantive servicing of the fifth session of the Conference of1 African

Planners, Statisticians and Demographers (First quarters 1988)

(ii) Advisory services to member States, on request, or. statistical

organization (one mission in 19883 one in 1989).

(iii) Sales publications: (a) Directory of African Statisticians (First

quarter, 1988); (b) Bibliography of African Statistical Publications (Fourth

quarter, 1989); and (c) Statistical Newc^ttar (two: issues in 1988: two in 1989).

(iv) Report to the fifth session of the Joint Conference of African Planners,

Statisticians and Demographers on: (c) statistical activities (1986-1987) and

statistical work programme (1988-1^93) (first quarter, 1988); (b) review of
statistical problems and priorities in the region (first quarter, 1988).

1.2 Statistical data base development

Output:

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request, on development and

maintenance of national statistical data bases (one mission in 1988; one in 1989);

(ii) Computer print-outs of integrated social, demographic and economic data

(one print-out in 1988; one in 1989);

(iii) Sales publication: Directory of Electronic Data Processing Centres

and Experts in Africa (one, first quarter 1988).

(iv) Technical publications for and substantive servicing of a training

seminar on the use of software packages in statistical computing for French-

speaking, government statisticians and planners (two publications, first quarter

1988; one workshop, fourth quarter; 1983); '■' *'■' ■'"■''-■

(v) Technical publication ror government statisticians and planners on

statistical computing on micro-computers (second quarter, 1989) .
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1.3 Statistical Training Programme for Africa

Output:

(i) Advisory services to the centres for the Statistical Training Programme

for Africa (STPA) encountering difficulties(one mission in 1988; one in 1989);

(ii) Technical reports for and substantive servicing of the biennial meeting

of Directors of STPA centres (four reports, one meeting, fourth quarter, 1989);

(iii) Technical publications: (a) STPA News (two issues in 1988; two in
1989); (b) Directory of STPA centres and associate centres (second quarter 1989);

and (c) Directory of non-STPA centres (second quarter 1989).

Subprograirane 2. Economic Statistics

2.1 National accounts, finance and prices

Output:

(i) Computer print-outs on: (a) national accounts and finance statistics

(two in 1988; two in 1989); (b) current sectoral deflators for African national

accounts (two in 1988; two in 1989); (c) price statistics (two in 1988' two in

1989), (d) external transactions (one in 1988; one in 1989); and (e) public

sector statistics (one in 1988; one in 1989);

(ii) Technical reports for and substantive servicing of a working group on

improving the basic statistics required for planning purposes (three reports and

one working group, third quarter, 1989);

(iii) Technical publications for government statisticians and planners:

(a) Review of statistics on youth and women in agriculture and distribution (third

quarter, 1989); (b) Methodological study on improvement of statistics on

agriculture producer prices (second quarter, 1989).

2.2 National accounts capability programme

Output:

Advisory services to member States, on request, on (a) applying the revised

United Nations System of National Accounts (three missions in 1988; three in
1989) and (b) improving basic economic statistics as a prerequisite for further

development of national accounts (three missions in 1988; three in 1939).
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2.3 External trade statistics

Output: ''■

(i) Advisory services to rcember States, on request, on improving the coverage,

timeliness and methodology of international trade statistics (one mission in 1988^.

one in 1939);

(ii) Computer print-outs on international trade statistics (one in 1938; one

in 1989);

(ixi) Sales publications? Foreign Trade Statistics for Africa: (a) Series A:

Direction of total trade (one each,fourth quarters, 1988 and 1989), (b) Series C: -
Summary tables (one each fourth quarters, 1988 and. 1989).

2.4 Industrial statistics

Output:

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request, on applying the

international recommendations on industrial statistics9 setting up integrated

systems of industrial statistics and improving the coverage and timeliness of

these data (two missions in 1988; two in 1989);

(ii) Computer printouts on general industrial statistics and commodity

production in mining, manufacturing,. ,.elec£rxci.t:y, gas and water, including

energy balance sheets (one in 1988; one in 1989):

Xiii), ^Technical reports for and substantive servicing of a working group

on improvement of data on small-scale.and household Industries (four reports

and one working group, third quarter, I9S9);

(iv) Report to the fifth stssicn of che -loir.t Conference cf African £ianherss

Statisticians an4 Demographers on statistics of new and renewable sources of energy

(first quarter, 1983). . . : ,,...."'"

2.5 Other economic statistics .

Output: . .,...,-■

(i) Computer print-outs oni (a) agricultural statistics (two in 3,988; two

in 1989); (b) transport and communications statistics (two in 1933;, two in 1989);

(c) tourism statistics (one in 1938; one in 1939);

(ii) Technical publication for government statisticians and planners:

Road transport statistics (second quarter, 1988).
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(iii) Sales publications: African Statistical Yearbook f(£ourth quarters,

1988 and 1989) (b) African Social and Economic Indicators (fourth quarters,

1988, and 1989); (c) Statistical Inforraation Bulletin for Africa (third

quarters, 1988 and 1989).

Subprogramme 3. Censuses and Surveys ;

3.1 Demographic and social statistics

Output:

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request, on. demographic and

social statistics (two missions in 1088* two in 1989)^

(ii) Computer print-outs on demographic and social statistics (two in 1988

and two in 1989);

(iii) Reports to and substantive servicing of the intergovernmental working

group on migration statistics (three reports and one meeting, fourth quarter

1988);

(iv) Technical publications for government statisticians and planners on;

(a) Population registers in Africa and other more conventional

sources at 4emographic statistics (second quarter, 1988);

(b) Socio-economic indicators on women and youth derived from

household survey data and other sources (third quarter, 1989).

3.2 Support to technical co-operation project in Central Africa: Union douariiere

et econoF.ique de 1 'Afrique centrale (UtiEAC) ' ■'

Output:

(i) Technical publication for government statisticians, demographers and'

planners of member States of the Customs and Economic Union of Central Africa

(UDEAC) on Methods and problems of data processing in the 1990 round of population

and housing censuses of the UDEAC member States (second quarter 1988);

(ii) Substantive servicing of ad hoc meetings organized by the UDEAC

secretariat in the field of demographic and social statistics (one, second

quarter 1989).
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3.3 Regional advisory services in demographic statistics

Output:

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request, on the organization,
planning and conduct of national population and housing censuses and development

of civil registration systems and vital statistics collection (two missions in
1988; two in 1989);

(ii) Technical publication for government statisticians and planners on
study on registration of nomadic population (third quarter 1988)s

(iii) Reports to and substantive servicing of the intergovernmental working
group on processing of census, civil registration and sample survey data (three
reports and one working group, third quarter 1989).

3.4 African Household Survey Capability Programme

Output:

(i) Advisory services to member States, on request, on the preparation of
survey programme documents, establishment of active survey operations and training

and development of staff resources needed in establishing effective survey
programme (two missions in 1988; two in 1989);

(ii) Technical publication for government statisticians and planners on the
experiences of the African region in household survey data analysis and applications
(third quarter 1939);

(iii) Reports oo and substantive servicing of the intergovernmental working
group on household surveys (three reports and one working group fourth quarter
1989).

3.5 Environment statistics

Output:

(i) Computer print-outs on environment statistics (two in 1988; two in 1989);

(ii) Technical publications and substantive servicing of the workshop for
English-speaking countries on environment statistics (three publications, one
workshop, second quarter 1988);

(iii) Technical reports for and substantive servicing of the workshop for
French-speaking countries on environment statistics (three publications, one
workshop, second quarter, 1989).
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LIST OF PROFESSIONAL OF ECA STATISTICS DIVISION AS AT 1 JANUARY 1986

Office of the Chief

Chief of the Division

Chief, Environment Statistics Unit

Censuses and Surveys Advisory Service

; Chief of Section

REGIONAL ADVISORY SERVICE IN DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS (RASPS)

Chief Technical Adviser

Regional Adviser

(Data Processing)

Regional Adviser

(Census Cartography)

Regional Adviser

(Census Cartography)

Regional Adviser

(Demographic Statistics)

Regional Adviser

(Civil Registration)

AFRICAN HOUSEHOLD SURVEY CAPABILITY PROGRAMME (AHSCP)

Household Specialist

General Economic Statistics Section

Chief of Section

Regional Adviser

(National Accounts)

Statistician

(National Accounts)

Statistician # .

(Industrial and Distribution Statistics)

Statistician

(National Accounts)

Associate Statistician

(Prices)

a - Post vacant for 3 months in 1985

b - Post vacant since 1 October 1985

c - Post vacant for 12 months in 1984-1985

d - Post vacant since 1 June 1984

e - Post vacant since 1 January 1985

f - Post vacant for 18 months in 1984-1985

Mr. K.T. de Graft-Johnson

Vacant

Mr. R. Andrianasolo

Mr. E.A. Colecraft

a/
Mr. J. Marc Hie —

- b/
Vacant —

Mr. 0. Bocoum

Mr. Hamady Sow

Mr. A.Karim Diop

Mr. J. Bielecki

Mr. A. Cunmings-Palmer

Mr. T.C. Jones

d/
Vacant -

Mr. A. Amelewonou

e/
Vacant ~~

Mr. S. Kristiansen
f/
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International Trade and Related Statistics Section

Chief of Section

Statistician

(Trade) .^. ,,

Associate Statistician

(Bata Bank)

Demographic and Social Statistics Section

Chief of Section

Statistician

Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA)

Training Adviser

Training Adviser

Mr. M. Fall

Mr. Dogbe Kouassi

Mr. Zewdie Gebeyehuis/

Mr* R. Rakotobe

Mr. T. Makannah

Mr. K. Bockor

Mr. E,F. Ching'anda

g - Post vacant for 5 months in 1984-1985. '




