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MATTERS ARISING FROM THE TENTH SESSION OF. THE- ■ '■ <■ ■ ■
■ . . ■ . "ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA . ' " , ■ ■:.

The tenth session of the Economic. Commission for Africa, which was
also the first meeting of the Conference of Ministers,., met in Tunis from ' ■=
8 to 13-February 1971. It was preceded by the second, meeting of the ■'
Technical Committee of Experts from 1 to 6 February.- .....

2. A full account of the material submitted to these meetings5.-together
with.information- on discussions, resolutions work programme^ -etc, is given
in the m& '"Annual Report to the Economic and Social. Council for the .period.
15 February 1970 to 13 February 1971, E/fcN.lV519. In this note, the
essential points relating to population activities are reproduced, for ease
of reference. , .".."".'

3. ■ The following' extract is taken from Ijhe" report on-, the Activities1 of
,the Commission since 15 February. 1970„

..;■-■ . POPULATION PROGRAMMES , ■ = ' .'

k» With the thrust and direction given by the Executive Committee and the
Technical Committee of Experts and the finances provided by the United. Nations
Fund for Population Activities during the1 period, the secretariat expanded '
its activities as follows: .....

s ' ■ ■'■'■■ .-■.'■■■■. ■ .

(a) Assisting Governments in understanding the population.situation in
the region and in giving due recognition to the interrelationship between
population dynamics and economic and social growth;

(b) Helping Governments, at their request, to set up population programme
services;

_(c) Ensuring the training of personnel by supporting national ' '
institutions and establishing regional training and research centres; and

Co-ordinating the regional-'activities of the.United Nations organs
m the field of populationo .

In these activities the secretariat has worked in close collaboration with
the United Nations Population Division'and' the Office of Technical
Co-operation. , .

Demographic DeveloTJment . ,

5. ,..The second meeting of the Preparatory.Committee for the African Popula
tion Conference 'was held a-t Addis Ababa, from 3 to 5 June, .under1 the auspices
of EGA and the International'Union for the Scientific Study of Population
and in co-operation with the International Planned Parenthood Federation
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(see E/tN.lVW). The Government of Ghana has proposed that b6th the
Afrxcan Population Conference and the first session of the Conference of
African .Demographers be held, in-Accra,. G-hana, from 9 to 18 December 1971
and from 20 to 22 December 1971 respectively. ■■ Preparatory arrangements, .'.
both scientific, and organisational,.are -now under way and the secretariat,
is working in active collaboration with the national committee sefup for
this purpose. The Expert &roup on Population meeting at Addis Ababa, in ,■
June..1970, reviewed,the population programmes' of the secretariat'and"; . '
provided technical .guidelines in the fields of .studies, information : ,■ " '.
services, training activities, regional advisory services aM4;ebnrticai
meetings (See S/CN^^/i^S) ' /■' -:-■:■-

6. At the request of the respective Governments, the secretariat organised
missions to Botswana, Burundi and Swaziland to assist them in appraising the
population situation and formulating requests to the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities in the population field. " It also formed a part of''the
United Nations interagency population mission to Mauritius, requested by the
Government. The secretariat also undertook a study of the extent, ■
organization and implementation of population programmes in a number of
countries,. ■■..-..,■■ ■ . ■ . . '. ■ . '.-. .

Establishment of demographic norms for Africa. " ■■ '--:..-'■

7. As a follow-up to the Working £roup on Fertility Studies and Evaluation
of Population Programmes, which met at Addis-Ababa from 26 to 30■January
1970? the secretariat organised a Technical. Group on, Pilot Studies on
Fertility, Infant Mortality and Evaluation of Population Programmes'with" a
view to evolving guidelines for African countries which are undertaking
■studies in.the.se fields or propose to undertake them in the future
(E/CN14A73)

Demographic. Studies - ■ ■ ■. ..:..■ ■./. . .■ " ■ '. .

8A The secretariat undertook a study of census post-enumeration data, .
supplemented by visits.to a number, of countries in North and West Africa, a'
study of census and vital statistics data relating to towns and cities in '
Africa, and a study of age patterns of fertility in African countries and
sub-national population, groups,' Projections of. the total and urban populations
of the African countries..,have also been revised. Other studies are either .'
under way or will be taken up as soon as the number of staff dealing with'"
population programmes is increaseda '- ■

Collection, exchange and distribution of information

9.. As1 part.of.its information service-and clearinghouse activities,'the
secretariat, .-issued the first: three numbers of the African Population , :

Mwsletter? .a..publication reviewing the demographic situation .in the region,
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T°S ^ the aot«ities ^ programmes of the
^^°™ in this field. .The Newsletter contained

° ^ft*63^ jti f ^T^S^
ThlrZlsZrZTt ^ r contain
merts The f?^ f°K ^ft*63,^ Projections for uSe ^T^Sc^ Sovern-

f °f ?1^-«^£an_Pq£ulation,;,Studies series is under
Sar?at alS° aititotd t ^l^-;nc,j.jj.,.j.-_mm _ , . . -- ov'u*^v"i' departments,

the region? ^-™^ls several publications of .special interest to

Advisory Services . ■

Sovidef^a^f^S°ry/eriCeS °n different "Pects ^ population, were
providea ^ tne request of a number of Governments, Secretariat officials

at interregional meetings on population and took part in
meetings o.n African demography organised by other bodies.

Research and .training

demographxo .raxning secretariat, offers of'tost facilities for the

fr'om tht ? dfmoWic training and research centres were received
from the Governments of Cameroon and Chana for the French- and English-

su^Vr11*1"165 fUth °f the Sahara respectively, the former being
™s^a J4 r\°1UtiOa,°f thS ^ Hsads of s***« ^ Government.6 Draft
agreements are to be completed without delay and the centres will start

d~"T^ly ^ 1972" ThS "°™*«**t also provided assistance in ,
aemographxc wumng and research to- the Haile Selassie I Dniversity at
Mdis Aoaba ,nd the Sast African Statistical Training Gontre in

C o

f1 ilt'fPal-Vf thG resional «°-°rdination of p-ogrammes on population,
the Secr9tarxat Has organised the first United Nations Regional Inter-
Agency Co-ordanarxon Meeting on Polti d

ganised the first United Nations Regional Inter-
Agency Co-ordanarxon Meeting on Population and a meeting on non-United
fLT °^Saelaations in*^^ted in -African population programmes^'ld

at Addxs Ababa from 11 to 13 J d f 1
fLT ^e ed in African population programmes^ld

at Addxs Ababa, from 11 to 13 January and from 1*. to 15 January
respectively The aim of these meetings is to facilitate co-ordination
of theactivxtxss of various bodies, thus permitting a more rational
dxstrxbutxon of scarce resources.
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ANMEX

230 (X). P0HJL&FI0N - '

_of Ministers. -. ■ ■

the work of the secretariat in demographic

estabXishraent within the secretariat of a Population

™*- -^~\the Exec^ti^ Secretary to speed up the establishment of
-regional centres for the training of demographers;

^ ?xecutive Secretary, aa part of the Commission's work
, to carry out a study of population levels and trends in relation

to economic and social development; .

3' ^Ifeer^reauests the Executive Secretary, as part of the Commissions
^T^ t0f?& a de*°SWc manual/^ich^ill coLain i

for African countries. v
iZa^T .f?r de*°SWc manual/^ich^ill coLain incepts
and definitions suitable for Afri ti

163rd meeting,

13 February -f 971.


