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MATTBRS ARTSTNG FROM THE TENTH SESSION OF THE
ECONomIc GOMMISSION’FOR AFRIGA

The tenth se551on of the Economlc Comm1351on for Afrlea, whlch was
also the first meeting of the Conference of A1nlsters, met in Tunis from
8 10 13 February 1971, It .was preceded by ‘the secdnd meetlng of fhe _
Technlcel Gommlttee of Exnerts from 1.to 6 ﬂebruary,_,-'.- L

2. A full aeeount of the materlal submltted to these meetlngsg ogether

with information on @iscussions, resolutions work DPrOgramne ;. etc. is given
in the ECA‘Annual Rerort to the Heonomic and Sdcisl Councll for the, perlod
15 February 1970 to 13 February 1971, B/N.14/519, In this note, the"

essential points relatlng to pcpuletlon act1v1u1es are reproduced. for sase

: of reference. -

L

3. “The! follow1ng extraet is ‘taken from the report on tﬂeiACtlfltleS of

the Commlsslon since 15 February 1970,

POPULATION PROGRAMMES

L Wlth the thrust and dlrectlon given by'the Executlve Comnittee and the
Techniczl Committee of Experts and the finances provided by‘the United Nations

‘Fund for Population Activities during the period, the secretarlet expanded

.lts ect1v1t1es as follows-

(e) A551st1ng Governments in understenalng the nopulation 51tuetlon in

'the region-and in’ giving dueé recognition to the 1nuerrelat10nsh1p between :

populablon dynamlcs and ecenomlc and social growth--

(b) Helplng Governments, at the¢r request to set up populatlon urogramme
SBI‘V‘ZLCB 53

(e) Ensurlng the training of personnel by'supportlng netlonel
1net1tut10ns and establlshlng reglenal tralnlng and research een+res and

(d) Cemerdlnatlng the reglenal actlvltles of the United Netlons orgens

in’ the fleld of ponuletlon‘.

':iVIn these ecﬁ1v1t1es the secretarlet hes worked in close collaboratlon_w1uh

the United Nations P0pulat10n D1v1e10n end the Offlce of Teehnlﬂel
Co—operatlon. .

'.Demograyblc Development

Se. The . second meeting of ‘the Preparatory'ComMLttee for the Afrlcen Popule~
tion Conference: was held at Addis Ababe, Trom’ 3 to' 5 June, under the auspices
of ECA and the Internatignal Union for the Scientifie Sta&y of" Population

;end 1n oo—operetmen.w1th the Internetlonel Planned Parenthood Federation
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- (see BAN,14/489), | The' Government of Ghana has proposed that both the

i African Population Conference and ‘the first session of the Conference of
African Domographers be held in Accra, Ghana, from' 9 to 18 December 1971 -
and from 20 to 22 Décember 7971 respectively, Preparatory arrangements,
‘both scientific and orgenizational, are now under way and the secretariat.
is working in active coll&boratlon with ‘the national. commlttee sat . up. for
this purpose., The Expert Groun on Population meeting at Addis Ababa in
June 1970, reviewed the populatlon programmes of the secretariat and:
provided” ﬁechnloal guidélines in'the fields of studies, infermation -
services, training ac‘blv:l.f;lesj reglonal adv;sory serv1ces and teohnlcal
mee+1ngs (See E/CN 14/h88) , . . . R

6. At the request of the respectlve Governments, the seoretarlat organlzed
nissions to Botswane, Burundi and Swaziland to assist them in appraising the
ropulation situation and formuleting requests. to the United Nations Pund for
. Population Activitied in the nopulation £ield, It also formed a part of the
- United Nations interagency population mission to Hauritius, requested by the
Government, The secretariat also undertook a study of the extent,
organization and 1mplementatlon of populaulon programmes 1n a number of
counurles. : _ :

B Establlshmeni of demograpnlo norms for Afrloa

‘T As a follow~up to the Worklng Group on.Fertl lity Studles and Evaluatlon
of Populatlon Programmes, which met at Addis Ababa from 26 to 30 Jamary
1970, the secretariat organized a Teohnlcal Group on Pilot Studies on .
FerﬁllltyJ Infant Mortality and Bvaluation of Populatlon.Programmes with a-
view to evolv1ng guidelines for African countries which are undertaklng ‘
stucies in these fields or propose to undertake them in the future

(BAANAL/LT3)

. Domographio Studies

8. ' “The sscretariat undertook & SUudy of census pust-enumeratlon data, _

_ Supplemented by visits to a number of couatries in North and West Afrloa, a
study of census and vital statlstlos data relating to towns and cities. in=

- Africa, and a study of age patterns of fertility in African countries and
'sub—nat¢onal population groups, Progeotlons of the total and urban populations
“of ‘the African countries have also been revxsed Other studies are either -
under wayior will be taken up as Soon as the number of staff deallng with.
populatlon programmes is inecreased,

GOllectioni exchange and distribution of information':”*ﬁ”““

‘9. As part 01 its 1nformatlon serv1oe ‘and clearlng house actlv1tles, the
secretariat ilssued the first three numbers of the African. Population
Newsletter, ‘a publloatlon revleW1ng the &emographlc 51tuat10n in the reglon,
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selected population topies and the activities and programmes of the

African Governments and institutions in this field, The Newsletter contained
the revised population estimates and projections for uss by African Govern-
ments, The first number of the African Population Studies series is under
Preparaticn, The secretariat alse distributed to government dspsrtments,
institutions and individuals seversl vublicatiors of spscial interest to

the region, - - ' ‘

Advisory Services

10.. Regional sdvisory services on @ifferent aspscts of population were
provided at ths request of a number of Governments, Secretariat officials
also assisted at interregionsl meetings on ponulation and took part in’
several meetings on African demography organized by other bodiss.

Research and training_ -

11, As a result of negotlations, supplemented by missions organized by
the secretvariat, offers of host facilities For the establishment of
demographic training secretariat, offers of host facilities for the
establishment of demographic training and research centres wewe received
from the Goverpmants of Camerodn_and Ghana for the French~ and English-
speaking countries south of the Saehara respectively, the former being
supported by a resolution of the OCAM Heads of State and Government, Draft
agreements are to bs completed without delay and the centres will start
operating early in 1972, The secretariat also provided assistance in -
demographic training and research to the Haile Selassie I University at
Addis Ababa ond the Tast African Stalistical Training Centre in _

- Dar-es-Baleam and is co-opsrating with a number of nationsl universities
and institutions in this field, o

Co~ordinstion of activities

12, As a part of the regionsl co-ordination of programmes on population, -
 the secretariast has organized the first United Nations Regional Inter~
Agency Co~ordination Meeting on Povulation and a meeting on non-United
Nations organizations interested in African population programmes, held

at Addis Ababa, from 11 to 13 Jamuery and from 14 to 15 Jaruary
respectively. The aim of these meetings is to facilitate co-ordination

of the activities of various bodies, thus permitting a more ratiomal
distribution of scarce resources,
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230 (X). POPULATION

The Conference of Ministers,

Noting with satlsfaotlon the work of the secretariat in demographic

jtmumna

Satisfied with the establlshment within the secretariat of a Populatlcn
Programms Centre

1. Invites the Executive Secretary'to speed up the establlahment of
sub»iegLanl centres for fhe training of demographers -

2, nguests the Executlve Secretary, as part of the Commissionts work
programme; to carry out a study of population levels and trends in relation
to economic and social development :

3. Further requests the Executive Sacretaryx as part of the Commission's
work pregramme, to prepare & demographic manual which will contain concepts
and definitions suitable for African countriés,

163rd meeting,
13 February 1971.




