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PROGRAMKE OF WORK -
DEVELOPIGHT OF MATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL STATISTICS

5 T In 1963 the Third Conferonce of African Statisticians drew up

a programme of work whioch was intendesd to cover a five ;qrnnf pericd.

Progress made during tho last two yeuars is described in the Report on
Statistical Activities since Third Conference of African Statieticians,
[E,&m «14/048.4/8) and it im now negcsmary. to decide priorities in reepect

of outstanding projeots as wall as new work which should be introduced in
tha futuré. The follewing notes are provided to assist the Fourth Confeorence
in ita daliberations on this matter and they should bs considered in con-
Junotion with any new or revised proposals Arieing from the disocussions

of the Conforence on aubstantivs topios. .

2. The notes arc arranged in the same way &a the projects and
activitios describod im Part V of the Annual Report of the Eoonomie

Copmizaion for Africs in tho Programme of Work and Prioritics, 1965-67,

-, .{!{q_uf.}llﬂfﬂw.l}. This soction has been reproduced in document

E/Qi,14/CA5.4/6 on mattera arising fros the &th and Tth Sossions of the
ECA, which has teen ciroulated to the Confarence. Since 11I: includes
descriptions of the various items in tho work 'ﬁi'ogrm-. they are not
reposted hera.

(4) BStatistical Survey of Africa
3. I% should be noted that the "Statistical Survay" is not, in fTect a
gurvey, but covers ECA activities which are connocted with technical
ssaistence to individual countrias.
4. Although reasonable ocontast has boon maintazined with tho national
gtatistical offices in mattors concerning technical agmisteEnce; thia

activity requires furiher development. It is proposed that work in this
ponnection should graduslly become & function of the ECA Sub-Regional

Offices.
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5 Country experts ar®, as far as possible, always briefed at ECA
Headquarters before comméncing their assignments, Contact on technical
matters 1s malntained during the course of their work by means of their
regular reports. ' Lo '

E- The rogional advisory service has fur some time been in the poaition
"i%aru requests roceived from countries are more ‘than can be handled by the

st i = -

IR a::iatmg ﬁuu udﬂ:iurn. The Third Gan:l!’arﬂnlcra uf unm Statisticians

. rﬁumﬂnﬂndnd the astablighment of threc additional posts in ststistical
programming, national anmtmta and dats processing. Financial limitations
have so far prw&ntﬂd reoruitment and additionsl needs are now becoming
apparant, ;artlmluly in fields such as industrial statistice. An approach
is being made to b:llte:ru_.‘.l. l.gana::.eu_ for asanisténce. . - &

it

(11) Regional co—oporaticn in training statigtical personnol

o Te + It ie suggested that .the work ppogramme in this connection should
- comcentrato on implementing the recommendations conteined in the Repert of
the Meeting of Diresctors of Middle Level Statietical Training Centres,
(B/oN.14/C45.4/3). These may be liated bricfly as follows:

(a) The Achimota centra should be merged with the Institute of
Statistics in the University of Ohana from 1966-67 onwards so
that facilities may be provided for tra:.n%.na junior profezaional
statisticians, = e a -

(b) The Addis Ababa ocontré should continue to oparate in its present
from.

(e} An additional middle level centre should be sstablished in
Cairo for Arabic speaking students.

(4) When the new centre in Dar-es-Salaam is firmly established,
consideration should be given to tho possibility of introducing
higher level courses similar to those envisaged in (z) above.
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(o) Pecilities should be cetablished at Ibadan University ‘I.n
' co-operstion with ths Federsl Cffice of Statiatics, Nigeria for
the training of Jumior profussiomnal :t;t_:.ntmim-. Tho coursoea
would be at approximately the same level as those indicated
t‘; TR - under (o) above and would alwo operats on &n internstional basis.

. (£) 4% thc Yaoundé oantre, the number of places available in the
axisting "hgent Technigue" courses should be increaged and
additional fecilitiss should be established at the "A.:l;}nint
Technique™ level, Theose arrangements would be rﬂpﬂd as an
interpedistc atage in implementing Resclution 146(VII) of the
Seventh .i"';;:ni:m. of the Commission, which ruﬁwltéd. intor alia
‘consideration of the converting tha Yadundé centre inte an

~m— ' *  international statisticsl training institute for Afriocans.

(a) i.;';aitianal'rﬂlmaigrahuum be provided for the Abidjan centre.

B. « In conneotion with the ambove recommendations it should be noted
that higher level training facilities ip Africa are n‘.l.x_*ﬂﬁr available for
Franch speaking studsnts 2t the Rabat statisticsl centro which is now
becoming a Epﬁmnl F‘und pmjar.:t.

MR S g G SRS o E db—

9« ECA is alraedy na.lc:l.ng contact with dbileteral agoencies which might
bo able to help in implomaenting tho sbove propossals.

)

(441)  Forulabion of statisticml standards for the region

10, ©Of the sarinars ﬂnd"-m:ﬂns groups ocoming wnder this projact heading,
which werse proposed by the Third Conforence of African Stetisticlans in
iss rocommended Cive year progremmé, the following ara still cutastanding:

(1) Seminsr on agricultural ststistica.

(2) BSeminer on distridution stotistics with special
roferonce to the use of sampling techniques in
investigeting emall scale enterprises.

(3) Seminar on nationsal accounta' 2t constunt prices.

(4) Working Oroup on data prooessing. s
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1l. No action has so far been token to orgenise the seminar on agricultural
statistics. The ECA Secrevtarist would, of course, alwaye be pleased to co-
operate with FAC in ergenising such # mueting. It is hopod that the accond
two seminars indicated above can be arranged in 1966. The prospect for
convening a working group on date processing are discussed in paragreph 32 3 F,
below. . i
12, In addition to these outstanding items, shere are a number of more

recent pointes whick need to be taken Into considersation.

1_3_. The Suminar on housing stetistios prupmuﬂ. initally for 1965 and post-
poned for lack of funda is now finsnced and scheduled for the fall of 1966.

14, The Working Group on Censuses of Fopulation mnd Housing, which mat

in Jma_lg&j, rocommended 2 furthor meeting to consider the draft ;E_T_Q_
African Frogramme for Censusen of FPopulation and Housing. This meeting

would pay special attention to prioritiss with respect to items of informetion
to bo collected mnd to tabulation progremmes. In order to be properly o0o-
ordinatod with preéparations [or the world ceneus programmne, the ,mﬁting
should teks place before Meroh 1966. Details in this respect ars given in
B/Ql.14/Ci8.4/12, Formulation of the Lfrican Progremme for the 1970 Censuses

of Population Housing.

15. Tho International Labour Upganieation have suggeated a further meeting
on labour gtatistics, inm implomentation of the roecommendationsg' of the

—— - i

firat J'-Ir:-n::an Scminar on laebour steEtisticas.

l6. The Working Oroup on the Revision of the UN Systom of National Accounts,
which met in July 1965, suggested that further work on the adaptation of
the new gyctem to African conditions may need to be undertaken. '

17« One of the principal ficlds of growing importance in which the
Secretariat has not so far been active is ths methodclogy relating to
industrinl statiatics and the applications of this data. It is suggested
that consideration might bo given to including this &s an item in the
work programme. It would be an important extonsion of the work slready
carried out on statistical programming and would also Iha ralevant fo
agtivities in the field of national acoounta.
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1B. The nbove conaidusrations sug.uet the following programme of meetings:

(1) Seminer on distribution etztistics with special
rofarence t._c pampling technigques.

(2) Seminar on nationsl accounts at constant prioces.

(3) Seminar on housing statistics.

(4) Second mesting of thaﬁwﬂina;rn:up on censuses of
population and housing. :

(5) Second seminar on labour statistics.

(6) Working group on methodology and applicatiana
of industrial ststistics.

(7) ﬁmins group on tho adaptation of the rovised SWA

to africen oconditions.

1_'.1:. When the Confurence has rovised the suggeations mads above, the
Booretariat will proocced with errengements for proparetory reascarch work.
It is envisnaged that the mestings will have to bo spread over & period of
about two years, which mesns that it is important to sssign prioritics,

(iv) Exchange of information on statisticel activitice

20. 4 pusber of projects are included under the hosding of exchange of
informetion &nd sugyestions with respect to thuse 2ro made balow.

21; It should be notsd that, o 2 rosult of decisions reached at the
Beventh Beasion of the Commiasion, tho Searstariat is developing the use

of multi-subject sub-regional meetings as a means of promoting co=
ordination of sotivities., It im likely that there will be copsiderable
advantages in orgmnising sub-regicnal stasistical discusaions in con-
junction with thoae meetings, insteed of treating them me swparate progjects,
as in the past.

22, ' The Seorotariat has no proposals in respact of study tours which might
be undaertaken in the neer futurd and the budgetary position would make it
diffieult to organiase =uch projucts. ‘. -'
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23. It is proposed that the Stasisticel Nowslettur, which sppears op a
*-quarterly besis, should bu developed ulong more tochnical linas.

24. The etaff position has not yut purmittod the pruparntiﬁn of a
methodological manual on household surveys, as proviously requested. In
tho meantime, the Handbook of Houschold Surveys, (Ea;ina F, No. 10) has
been issucd by the UN Staviaticel Office. The Enﬁd‘i:uog.gnis a long way
towords meoeting raqulrénantn for Tctyndoiuaical suiqlnog in this fiald,_
but there mzy atill be need for & documont wihich examines some of the
specific aprlications of houschold surveys in africa. This could also
covor tho lnaljais'nf food ounsﬁlptiﬁn surveys, which is another projact
mentionod in the report of the Third Confoerenca.

25. A new bibliography of ifricen ptatisticel publicsetions is in course
of proparation.

26, It is suggostud that tho compilation of a list of tochnical coefficlients
for the us¢ of plannoers should be deleted temporarily from the Programmc.
Some guidance may be found in the United Fetions publication on the Growth

of World Indusiry ST{BT&T{EE&.?{?. Howevor, not enough is known about this
subjoct nt the prostnt tird in AF¥Fida and Bny results published too hastily
ocould ‘be misloading. ECA will bu in & puéitién to take the project up

again afitur thuro has boen the op,ortunity of making n closer ﬂxamiﬁﬂtiun

of national industrie} statisticws.

27. African oxporiences arising from the 1963 Industrial Consus Programme
would bo considered in the industrinl statistioca project to which }afnrunca
is mado in soction (iii) of this note. It is suggosted that there would be
no advantage in preparipg & separato report.’ '

28. The study of demographic enquiriss, to which rufnrﬁnng is made in tﬁa
work programme, has alroady been largely completed in the various working
papers connectad with the forthcoming ceénsus n:rangamuntﬁ. It souns |
important that all questions relating to demographic statidtics should be
closely integratad. 4 %
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29. It has slready been sugzoated above that analysis of food consumption
surveys might be included in the more general document on housesheld surveys.
Howsver, the Conference may wish to considor whather thie is in fact an item
of specisl importanco. - .

0. 4&n lnﬂ.l}'aiﬂ of atatistical staff requirements hﬂ-i been :I.nnludtd in the
working papnr dnﬂm; with tni.uing B/CH. ldfﬂlﬂ 4/9 on the basis of informatien
80 far received from the ﬂnuntrils. _& mi:nd report can be prepared when
more mn‘plnta data are available and 1': is suggested tha.t this is & matter
which nlnd.u to be kept under fairly continuous review. The Seorctariat fsels
that it should draw-thé-attention of the Conference to the fact thaf this

type of project is diffiocult to execute because of the very slow responege

As a result, it was necessary for the Directers of training centres to base
proposals for the future development of-their projecta on an agsesement of
current demend instesd of estimates of requiresments.

{v] ﬂg.’umnl. oo-operation in the fiold of data processing

il. Thu Third Conferesnce of African statistimm: rnwnanﬂ.ed that the
capacity of the Mechanical Unit at BCA Headquarters should be inoreased in
order to provido better facilitiwe for reassrch, demonstration and processing
o8& sérvice basis. - This could be done satisfactbrily only by installing

a emall computér and no change in wsquimpmént has yet been possible. The
guidance of the ComPerence om—this quéstion would be woloomed, but it should

be remembered that implementation is dependént on rescurces available.
%)
32, The Third Conforgnce also reconmended that a grnuP of experts should

ba oconvened to review data procassing problems in Africa and to draw up

a prograume of regional co-operation. It has to be remembersd that, Ihiia
hill.tiru.l nrrmgamunts may be made by countriea to sasist one another in
data prucnuing mdur spacial circumstances, @.g. mual‘.&.s of the
Bechuanaland census in thdau.m, most countries wish to dw&ln‘p their own
pronﬁling fnnilitiun. In addition, data processing is & funoction which is
ulnnei;,' associated with each individusl branch of statistics and it might
wall ba better to conasider it im conjunction with the othar aspects of work
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on each substantive auh¢ant, 8inco in every oase, tho problems are :
. different, It seems inappropriate io regerd a statieticel office’'s data
processing unit as anything more thap an essential servicej it iﬂ net part
of the basic programme of work. It is therefore suggested that, instead

of copvening & meeting in the near futuru to discusg this subject a@ a
upnnlal topic, the SBcratarllt mlght produce a paper :unnarining the 5
current situstion and drawing some tentative conclusions on Aifrican require-
ments. This could be circulsted early in 1964, and oountries might then h-

in & better pauitiun to assess which problems ruquiru mutual discussions

(+i) Processing and publication of statistical data

33, There is & rapidly incressing demend for the production of regicnal
statistica., This arises partly from co-operative efforts towards economio
development and partly from the requirement that individual countries, ECA
and other organisations should be in & position to sssess the general
gituation in Africa. Eﬂk is in a good posltinn to compile such statistics

and this funotion thnrufura ‘hes to be regarded as a pert of thn work
programme which is of wvital importance.

34. The first issue af_;ha Statistical Bullotin for A{;;Eg is expeoted to he
distributed in Oclober 1965. Tho bulletip on Foreign Trade Stotistics of
Africa, (Series A and Serics B) is already appearing rogularly. Work is
still prﬂﬂieding on the bulletin on Productiem Stetistics {lgrinulturnl,
minipg and industrial commodities). It is propoged that these throe
publications should 4atitially bo regarded as the basic means by which ECA
should circulate statistical seriss for the rogion, insofar me the data' are
available. =

15. The Stetistics and Domography Division alasoc bas the evssential task

of providing stetistical data peeded in connection with projects for which
other divisions of the Sceretariat have responsibility. We have therafore
ruanhaﬁ the stage where, in addition tco the task of assisting national
statistical devclopment, ECA is also becoming an important user of African
statistics. ] foi
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36s In addition to the functions indicated above there is a clear

need for the preparation of statistical handbooks and other documents
which contain a detailed analysis and evaluation of data relating to
various fiaelds of activity. Curront projects ralate to trade statistics
and public sector analysis, but there is an enormous scope for the
expanaion of the work before a real understanding is achieved of the
economic status of Africa within the world context. This, of course,

ie & rather long term project and may be regarded as ons of the principal
future functions of ECA when existing technical assistance activities
have been completed.





