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L At the SeminaI' on POl'ulcti~!"l Problems .i.: Afrioa held Lr. Cairo in

October-November 1962, explioit reoognition was given to the inadequacies

of the existing data on population size) structure and changes. 1/ The

Third Conference of Afr'] can Stabsticians took note of the recommendations

of the Population Seminar and specifically requested that a meeting should

be held on the prGblems of vita:- statistics collection and of extending
-0/

.:::.Jand improving ci-vil registration in Africa,

2, The Lnadequac i e s of basic demograj.hi.c statistics in Africa persist

even though in the Last decade African oountries have made considerab~e

progress in filling scm'..: of tL~ majo r gap3. It is in field operation.s tha +.

the notable advances have been made "but so f'az- li ttle has boen achieved

in the more difficult pr::>cess ')f setting up continuing sources of information

on current natural increase. and. on migra.tion.

3. Important as is the Lat te r for many African countries, it must be

left aside for the moment in oreler to emphasize the even more important

question of obtaining reliable data on fertili ty and mortali ty ,

~..Qort o.f_~he Semin?-r on Population]roblems in Afrioa, ~/CN.. 14/1a6,
EfCN.91GONFo371, paras. 20 to 26 and 66.

Reoo r t of the Third Conference of African S_tatisticiclllS} E/CliL14/255,
ElCN.14/CAS,3!22, p-;rao 83.---
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4. Where administr~ti~0 SY3tems are lcnb 0~tablished and ur~formly

effective OVEr:!: a national. area, vital statistics are usually available

as a by-product of a sya tem of civil registration which has emerged.

from the needs of the administration itself and as a means of establi-
•
t

shing the status and rights of each individual in the community. African (

oountries are not ye t f avour-ab'Ly si tuat.ed in this respect and it is in

only a few countries, representing about 35 pe~cent of the total popula-

tion of the region, that registration of births and deaths is oompulsory
] I

and general, .U though parta a.l registrCttion axis t s in many areas. In the

great majority of the countries of the region registration of births is

grossly incomplete, only 7 have anything approaching complete registra­

tion and these 7 Lnc Lude 3 small population 11.ving in z-e s t r-i.c ted geo­

graphical areas unrepresentative of African conditions, It is signifi­

cant that in the U.A.R. (Egypt) and rf,ad"g3.scar(both of which are inclu­

ded in the 7) registration of births is thought to be only about 80

per cent oomplete although legal provisions have made it compulsory and

general since 1839 in the former case and since 1878 in the latter. The

level of comple,eness of r3g'str.tion of deaths is even less satisfactory.

5. As a result, suustitu:;e oethods have been sought for obtaining

immediate estimates of the ma~~ vital rdtes~ and the most po~ular so

far have been retrospectiv8 field in'd.ll.i.:ries into births and deaths

ooourring in a fixed reference ~eriod preoedil~ the date of the in-

~uiry. In some Oases these in~uiries have been of restrioted geograyhio

scope but of the 40 countries reviewed i~ the paper Methods and PrQ-

blems of Afrioan_£.o.J?ul3.!igp oensus_e~ ~nd survey.E!J.... 1955-64,22 used tl:;e

national census or national sample survey as ~ means of collecting ourrent

data on births and deatils while 27 inolude& ~uestions on total fer-

tili tyand 22 on to tal mo r-ta'l i ty. Y The ef'fao t has been that the large-

1/ Methods and problems of civil registration and vital statistics
collection in Afrioa, E.7CN.14/CAS.3/8, PRras. 27 and 28.

Y .c;.jCN.l4/CAS. 3/3/Rev. 1, Table.s ::'1,.12 and l3.
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scale periodic demogr-aph l.c inquiries have been required to ful­

fill not only the traditional census function of providing data

on the size and structures of populations but also the function

of providing data on population movement.

6. This is an expedient which does not touch u~on the ultimate

objective, which must be the achievement of oi,ril registration of each

vital event. Nevertheless, the retrospective (sample) inquiry has

become anaacepted teohnique for the immediate provision of statistics and

its continued use in African countries has been recommended. Ph.e re-""

commendation of the Cairo Population Seminar to this aff·ect was. .ac,COOl­

panied by an emphatic statement of the necessity fOT evaluating the results

obtained: 11 . the partioipants uni ted in urging that adelluate,. provisions

for verification of accuracy should be regaTded as an indispensable adjunot

of projects in this field. There is an urgent need for experiments with

methods of such verification in various circumstances. I: ]}

7. One of thepxL'lcipal tasks of the present seminar is. to consider

the nature and sou;rce s o f". the errors in re tro Sj:;ec t i, ve surveys and. the

devices which may be adopted to minimize them~ ~Jas well as analytioal

methods of deriving estimates of the main vital ratee from 'census or

survey data ]/Whict, in comparison with the .re auLta. of retrospective or

other inCluires, provide checks of accuracy or of consistancy. The xeports

of fieildexperiment in a number of countries will, it is hoped, give the first

real assessment 01' the t.echni.que s and problems ofoolleo ting and verifying

vi tal statistios in Africa by combining retrospective inquiTies wi:th .follow­

~l.l.I"Y~Jr~t.!_E3P.eated o1lserva.~i()T and/or ather devices.

R?;o~t__of the .Semina;r ~n P7Pu~tion Prob!..erns in Africa,
~ CN.14/186, ~7cN.97cODF.3 1, Pa~a. 22.

Techn:i;.cal 12a.per on non-sam- lin errors and biase s in
,;:,,;::,.::.=..::~~~-=-::.=.::..:~o.::;--::~=.;;..,-=e-::.:-ng~u~~·r:.;;i~e~s, E ClJ'.147CAS. 41VSf3

vital ,data in dcvelo in countries,

data for the estimation of vital rates,
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8. These country experiments are important also for the seoond main

objeotive of the Sp~inar, tho investigation o~ methods whioh will assist

the countries'of ~he regicn with the imprcvement or implementaticn of

civil registration as and when they oan find resources tc devote to suoh

prcjects. ]ecause of the many obstacles which for the present appear to

s t'and in the way of oomplete coverage of vi tal events through regist-'

ration procedures in Africa, the idea of selecting as registration

areas a national probabili~y sample cf (small) administrative areas'

has been suggested as a starting pcint, Intense effort in these areas

could produce statistically reliable estimates of the vital rates as well

as giving a conceptual framework for the later expansion of the sample

to cover the whole oountry. Additional benefits would be derived from

using any suitable combination of other teChniques (including matching

of events) with the sample registration proJect in order to assess the

completness of the registration.

9. Since the oollection of vi tal statistics, whether through a civi'}'

registration system or through field in~uiries, is intended to comple­

ment the data on size and. structure of the population, the programme of

oollectioL of demographic statistics must be planned as a whole, clos€ly

integrated in both content and in form. Specifioally, Ca) concepts

and def'Lrri.ta.ona must be standardized and (b) if a projeot suoh as .the

establishment of civil registration sample is under consideration,

it would be both logical and economioal to institute it at the time of

the national' Densus or national s~~ple survey, tnus providing a base

population for the calculation of vital rates.

10. Almost every country in Africa participated in the 1960 World

Census Programme by conducting an in~uiry of the census type in the

period 1955-64, From this beginning, it will be possible to plan for the

1910 Census Probrarnme in a more comprehensive fashion designed to provide

the necessary demographic data at a high()r level of accuracy'and in a more

continuing basis. The provision of more satisfdutory vit~l statistiCS

will be an essential part of the Programme.
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