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I. Introduction

1 The Reference Regional Statistical Framework (RRSF) has been prepared in accordance with

the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) Conference of Ministers Resolution on

Statistical Development prepared and adopted by the second meeting of the Committee on

Development Information (CODI-II) and with the support of the development partners who

committed themselves as stated in the Communique of the first meeting of the Forum on

African Statistical Development (FASDEV-I)

2 The overall objective of the RRSF is to improve development outcomes and governance by

strengthening national statistical systems in Africa The framework also includes four

specific objectives as follows

Objective 1 Raise Awaieness of the Role of Statistical Information

3 This objective aims to build a society that is statistically literate, thereby supporting demands

for the development of national statistical systems Raising awareness aims to increase

government demand for, use of, and investment in statistics

Objective 2 Increase User Satisfaction by Enhancing the Quality and Usability of Statistical

Information

4 This objective aims to ensure that data are relevant to user needs, accurate and consistent,

and made available to users in a timeframe and form that render them useful and usable, that

the quality of statistics is guaranteed by using sound statistical standards and methodologies,

and that the production of data is well coordinated The objective recognizes that quality, as

broadly defined above, is basic to ensuring user satisfaction Meeting this objective requires

widespread quality consciousness among data producers

Objective 3 Promote Greatei Use of Statistical Information

5 This objective aims to ensure the full use of existing data by government and other users for

evidence-based policy-making, decision-making and other purposes Increasing the use of

data supports arguments in justification of expenditure on data collection and compilation

Objective 4 Achieve Synergy, Cost-Effectiveness and Sustamabihty in National Statistical

Systems

6 This objective aims to foster strong partnerships among stakeholders, respondents (data

suppliers), producers, analysts, users, trainers, coordinators, and providers of finance and

technical assistance in order to achieve synergy, cost-effectiveness and sustamabihty in

statistical production



7 The final version of the RRSF was presented and discussed by a meeting of Directors of the

National Statistical Offices (NSOs) held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 5 to 6 February 2006

and adopted by the second meeting of FASDEV (FASDEV-II) which took place from 8 to 9

February 2006 and gathered the main stakeholders of statistical development in Africa It has

also been endorsed by the ECA Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development held in Addis Ababa from 2 to 3 April 2007

8 Following the endorsement of the RRSF during the FASDEV-II, stakeholders made a set of

recommendations including the appeal to (i) the African Union Commission (AUC) to

provide critical political support to statistical development and to make statistics more visible

at the Commission, (n) ECA and African governments to strengthen statistical capacity at

ECA, and ECA to play an active role in the mobilization of resources for the 2010 Round of

Population and Housing Censuses (PHC), (m) the African Development Bank (AfDB) to

continue and increase its efforts in statistical capacity building, (iv) the Partnership m

Statistics foT the 21st Century (PARIS21) Secretariat to continue updating the information on

funding statistical activities in Africa and on the progress made in the preparation and

implementation of National Strategies for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) in African

countries, (v) the World Bank to continue contributing to the funding of statistical capacity

building activities in the region, and (vi) ECA and AfDB, the key partners in the

development and implementation of this new comprehensive framework, to work out

modalities for a joint coordination, implementation, monitoring, and reporting of the RRSF

9 The present report will touch upon the implementation of some of these recommendations

and additional information will be provided by the different concerned stakeholders

II. Follow-up on FASDEV-II Recommendations

II.1. African Union Commission

10 The African Union has taken significant steps towards its involvement in statistical

development in Africa The AUC organized a seminar on "Harmonization of Statistics in

Africa", from 28 to 29 September 2006 in Bamako, Mali The meeting made thirty seven

(37) recommendations including the following

(i) The AUC, ECA and AfDB should put in place a common African statistics system, and

(n) AU in consultation with the ECA, AfDB and member States should draft an African

Statistics Charter The Charter would apply to all member States and African institutions

and would help clarify the critical roles of the AUC, AfDB and ECA, as well as that of

organizations from outside the continent

11 Subsequently, the AU Conference of African Ministers of Economy and Finance (CAMEF)

at its second session held in Yaounde, Cameroon from 20 to 22 November 2007 made a

declaration on harmonization of statistics in Africa as follows



"We, the African Ministers of the Economy and Finance

(1) Take note of the report of government experts on the harmonization of statistics in

Africa We welcome the recommendation by the experts on the elaboration of an African

Charter on Statistics that will provide a lasting solution to issues related to the production

of statistics on our Continent We urge the African Union Commission to take all steps

necessary to concretize this important recommendation

oo "

12 Finally the AU Executive Council during its tenth ordinary session held in Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia from 25 to 26 January 2007 took a decision (EX CL/Dec 330 (X) that stipulates

"The Executive Council

(i) Requests the Commission, in collaboration with ECA, AfDB and the RECs as well as

regional and national statistics offices to take all the necessary steps to develop an

African Statistics Charter as a regulatory framework for statistics development on the

continent,

(n) Also requests the Commission to submit the draft Charter to the Executive Council in

July 2007"

13 The representative of the AUC will provide information on the steps taken to develop the

African Charter on Statistics and other forthcoming initiatives

II 2 Economic Commission for Africa

14 Within the framework of the "Repositioning of the ECA to Better Serve Africa", the African

Centre for Statistics (ACS) was created as a new division in August 2006 The ACS is meant

to implement the ECA sub-programme on Statistics and Statistical Capacity Building The

creation of the ACS was the outcome of a process that started with the actual participation of

the ECA Executive Secretary (ES) in the launching meeting of the annual Africa-led

initiative named Africa Symposium on Statistical Development (ASSD) held in January 2006

in Cape Town, South Africa and consisting of country hosted conferences on topical issues in

official statistics During the meeting nine countries were nominated as "Friends of ECA in

Statistical Development", in short, "Friends of ECA"1 Subsequently the Executive Secretary
co-chaired the first session of the second meeting of FASDEV held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

in February 2006, and chaired the session that adopted the RRSF He also presented the

repositioning strategy and the main resolutions of the ASSD and FASDEV-II to the meeting

of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development (COM) held in

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso in May 2006 The ministers made a resolution on the

strengthening of statistics in Africa in general and at ECA in particular

1 The nine countries comprising the "Friends of ECA" are Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Rwanda,

Senegal, South Africa, Tunisia, and Uganda



15 Since the inception of the ACS, the Executive Secretary has continued to show his

commitment to statistical development on the continent He took significant steps towards

statistical advocacy through his participation in the special celebration of the African

Statistics Day (ACS) m Luanda, Angola, in December 2006 and m the 2007 ASSD held in

Kigali, Rwanda, in January 2007 He also endorsed the proposals made by the AfDB and

ECA representative on the areas of collaboration in respective work programmes of the two

institutions

16 A business plan for the period 2007-2009 was worked out for the ACS It will be finalized to

take into account the UN procedures m terms of budget allotments and extra budgetary

funding Actually, 2007 will be a transitional year for the ACS as the budget for 2007 was

already decided by the general assembly m 2005, while statistical function was in the former

Economic and Social Policy Division (ESPD) In the meantime, resources are provided to the

ACS in order to undertake upscaled activities in addition to those planed under the ESPD

17 Regarding the ECA involvement in the 2010 PHC, a set of actions were undertaken by the

ACS

Q Prior to FASDEV-II

(i) Advocacy activities through the theme of the 2005 African Statistics Day (ASD)

celebration which was The 2010 Round of Censuses An opportunity to improve

Statistical Information for Monitoring Africa's Development Agenda",

(n) Contribution and active participation in the 2006 ASSD held in Cape Town, South Africa

from 30 January to 2 February 2006, under the following theme "The 2010 Round of

Population and Housing Censuses" which reached a consensus on Africa's concerns with

respect to the revised UN Principles and Recommendations on Population and Housing

Censuses (P&R), and

(m)Launching of a survey on population and housing censuses in Africa and the presentation

of the results during the Experts Group Meeting organized by the United Nations

Statistics Division (UNSD) in August 2005 even if the response rate was very low,

□ After FASDEV-II

(lv)Contnbution and active participation in the 2007 ASSD held in Kigali, Rwanda, from 15

to 20 January 2007, under the theme "Africa counts Towards a complete enumeration of

the African population during the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses"

Among the mam outcomes of this meeting were the impact in terms of advocacy for the

censuses undertaking and the draft African supplement to the UN P&R,

(v) Participation m UNSD workshops held in Maputo, Mozambique from 30 October to 2

November 2006 and in Bamako, Mali from 6 to 9 November 2006 in order mainly to

present and discuss the revised P&R,

(vi)Membership m the Monitoring Committee of the Fifth Sudan Census (MOC) and

participation in its activities,



(vn) The co-organization, with the Fnends of ECA and UNSD, of the celebration of

the 2006 ASD in Luanda, Angola which led to the commitment of the Angolan

Government to undertaken a population and Housing census by 2010, and

(vm) The pursuit of the survey on PHC in Africa in order to (a) compile information

and share experiences and lessons learned from the 2000 Round of PHC in particular, (b)

provide a series of critical issues and challenges facing the region with respect to the

2010 Round ofPHC

18 There is still some work to do on strengthening collaboration with all partners in order to

make significant steps towards resource mobilization for the undertaking of PHCs by African

countnes

II 3 African Development Bank

19 Statistics function was also uplifted at the AfDB, a Department of Statistics has replaced the

Division of Statistics under the leadership of the new President of the Group A broad

recruitment programme has accompanied these reforms Thus the new Department of

Statistics will be endowed with enough staff to continue its efforts in statistical capacity

building in Africa within the framework of the International Companson Programme for

Africa (ICP-Afhca) as well as the specific financial support within country programmes

20 The AfDB has committed resources to assisting African countnes to update and/or design

their statistical plans using the National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS)

pnnciples The NSDSs are intended to strengthen countnes' statistical systems to more

effectively meet the data demand for poverty reduction strategies and MDGs This effort is

intended to ensure that statistical requirements in African countnes are rooted in wider

development strategies, such as PRSPs, and not treated as a separate issue

21 The AfDB is supporting several countnes in this endeavour through the financing ofNational

NSDS Coordinators, National Consultants, workshops and seminars, publication and

dissemination of NSDS, equipment, and operating costs Each recipient country is expected

to provide (i) offices for the international consultant, (n) room for meetings, (m) a secretary

to assist the international consultant and (iv) a vehicle for transportation of the consultant in

order to demonstrate country's commitment to the process In addition, when needed, the

AfDB provides an international consultant to assist the countnes, directly as well as through

Sub-regional organizations (SROs) Also a regional consultant has been hired to assist in

coordinating NSDS work and directly assist some countnes

22 The ICP work has allowed most of the 41 countnes to engage in a price data collection

unique in their statistical histones This was also a huge opportunity to build capacity on

price statistics collection, processing and analysis including the calculation of Consumer

Pnce Indexes (CPIs) and Purchase Power Panties (PPPs)

23 The ICP requirements with respect to comparable data on GDP expenditure was an

opportunity for countnes to benefit from the framework m order to upscale their national

accounts, the compilation of which is a major statistical undertaking for all countnes It



brings together much of the detailed work of national statistics offices in an integrated and

coherent way A number of countries use the latest United Nations standard, SNA93, but

many others continue to use the outdated systems based on the 1968 SNA

24 To provide reliable mter-country comparisons, the AfDB has developed a methodology with

the view of obtaining countries' estimates of GDP expenditure on a common basis that

reflected SNA93 definitions This methodology was developed in a participatory manner

involving countries, sub regional organizations (the AFRISTAT, the Common Market for

Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), the Economic Community of West African States

(ECOWAS), and the Southern African Development Community (SADC)), under the

coordination ofAfDB

IT 4 PARTS21Secretanat

25 The PARIS21 Secretariat has focused its 2004-2006 work programme on helping countries to

design and implement a NSDS which is considered as a new benchmark in statistical

planning PARIS21 has actually supported African NSDS processes with advocacy,

methodological development, mobilising resources, and on-demand advice to country NSOs

In particular, PARIS21 has participated in partner events to advocate for NSDS design and

support to statistical development in general Methodological papers recently produced

include "Developing a Policy-Based National Strategy for the Development of Statistics",

"National Strategy for the Development of Statistics Some Issues in Design and

Implementation Planning," and "Mainstreaming Sectoral Statistics A Manual for Planning

an Integrated National Statistical System " In order to facilitate the mobilization of support

and resources, PARIS21 has organized videoconferences with donors and African countries

to share information on progress and identify resource gaps

26 During FASDEV-II, PARIS21 presented a first draft of the light report on funding of

statistical activities in the region The report was based on the findings of a survey camed out

from donors' headquarters PARIS21 was encouraged to continue updating the information

on funding statistical activities in Africa and to introduce a sort of ground perspective in this

exercise To this end, PARIS21 has undertaken country-level verification of the LRE

information collected from partners' headquarters in Niger, Ethiopia, and Mauritania The

country missions concluded that (i) information is more readily accessible at country level,

(n) national statistical offices are not always aware of funding to sector statistics, and (m)

donor co-ordination vanes in countries, both in terms of level and mechanisms At the

suggestion of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities, the work of the

light reporting exercise has been delegated to an interagency task team (convened by

PARIS21) whose primary objective is to propose a harmonized development partner

reporting system, taking into account existing reporting systems of different partners Two

meetings of this team have been convened, and a third will be held in mid-May 2007 The

team has so far produced a classification of statistical areas and typology of financing

mechanisms and has undertaken a study of the statistical capacity building (SCB) projects

within the OECD's Creditor Reporting System (CRS) The primary objectives of this study

will be to draft methodology to help identify SCB activities via the CRS in the future and to



present the findings of this analysis and make recommendations to the task team The team

will also propose a phased strategy to move forward on a harmonized reporting system

TT5 The World Bank

27 During FASDEV-II, the World Bank made presentations on different issues including the

Accelerated Data Programme (ADP) and provided information on the International

Household Survey Network (IHSN) The ADP is being executed by PARIS21 Secretariat, in

partnership with the World Bank which is also providing the required financial resources to

the programme

28 Three main tasks identified within the ADP were to be undertaken in pilot countries There

were

a) Task 1 Inventory, documentation and dissemination of existing survey data,

b) Task 2 Analysis of existing survey data and assessment of the past survey programme,

and

c) Task 3 Development of an improved survey programme and data collection

29 Since then, the focus has been on Task 1 , which has started in Cameroon, Ethiopia, The

Gambia, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, and Uganda Agreements are being finalized

with Burkina Faso, Kenya, and Senegal AFRISTAT also contributed by providing a regional

training workshop In addition to the above-mentioned countries, requests for ADP support

(Task 1) have been received from Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia and Somaliland Task 2

has not started yet, but has been requested by Ethiopia and Uganda Task 3 is being

implemented in Niger (support to a Household Budget Survey) and Democratic Republic of

Congo (support to the editing, tabulation and analysis of 1-2-3 Survey)

30 A web-based Light Information System on ADP (LISA) has been developed and will be

launched at the end of April 2007, as a tool to inform authorized parties on ADP activities

Two staff members, one project officer (also working on IHSN) and one technical officer,

have been recruited by the PARIS21 Secretariat to work on the everyday implementation of

the ADP

31 Regarding the IHSN, the main activities implemented or initiated from November 2006 up to

April 2007 include

a) The further development of the "Microdata Management Toolkit" package and its

translation into French and Spanish It is now being translated into Arabic The Toolkit is

used by an increasing number of countnes and agencies, including UNICEF who started

using it to document surveys conducted under the 2005 Round of the Multiple Indicator

Cluster Surveys (MICS) Guidelines on microdata documentation and dissemination have

2 For implementing Task 1 in other regions, partnerships have been established with ESCAP and with the Inter

American Development Bank An agreement with ESCWA is also being established at the request of Arab countnes

for implementation of ADP in two pilot Arab countnes (to be determined)



been produced to complement the Toolkit Additional tools and guidelines for microdata

anonymization are being developed,

b) The development and the launching of a new IHSN website The website has been

translated into French (currently being reviewed, to be launched soon),

c) The establishment of a group of experts to develop a "survey quality assessment

framework", inspired by EUROSTAT's DESAP (a self-assessment framework for survey

managers),

d) The staffing of the IHSN Secretanat at the PARIS21 Secretanat with the secondment of a

DFID statistician for two years to lead the implementation of the work programme on

harmonization of international survey recommendations, and the recruitment of a project

officer to assist in the everyday implementation of IHSN and ADP activities

TIL Modalities for Joint Coordination, Implementation,

Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism for the RRSF

III 1 Report on the AfDB and ECA Meeting

32 ECA and AfDB representatives met in Tunis, from 4 to 5 September 2006

a) To find the appropnate mechanism for the coordination of the RRSF in accordance with a

recommendation of FASDEV-II According to this recommendation, AfDB and ECA

were invited to find this mechanism in order to co-coordinate the implementation of the

RRSF,

b) To discuss the areas of potential joint work for their future collaboration The results of

this would also feed into the high level AfDB/ECA retreat of 8-9 September 2006 and

whose purpose was (l) to review and determine how best AfDB and ECA can collaborate

in fulfilling their respective mandates in the development of the Continent, (n) to explore

ways of deepening the areas they are already collaborating in, (m) to expand their

collaboration into new/emerging areas, and (iv) to find the best mechanisms of dealing

with emerging issues as both institutions are undergoing institutional reforms

33 The Statistician General of South Africa, Chairperson of the Friends of ECA, was invited to

deliver the member States' perspectives The African Union (AU), although invited, was not

represented

34 The overall coordination of the implementation of the RRSF will be earned out via a RRSF

Coordinating Committee of which both AfDB and ECA will be members The committee

will be composed of the Directors of Statistics in AfDB and ECA, 2 Regional Coordinators

(one from each institution), with a Secretary to the Committee based in ECA The committee

must meet at least once each year to follow-up on the implementation progress

10



Table 1 RRSF Implementation coordination tasks

N°

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Tasks

Develop promotional materials and tools with development partners

Mobilize the resources needed to implement, coordinate, monitor, report and

evaluate the framework

Use existing technical assistance activities in countries and sub-regional

organizations to assist relevant implementing agencies m line with the

recommendations on the National Strategy for the Development of Statistics

(NSDS)

Liaise with country and sub-regional coordinators on a regular basis to assist

them on implementation matters

Provide countries and sub-regional organizations with technical assistance on

a need basis

Work out reporting formats

Undertake supervision missions to countries and sub-regional organizations

Monitor implementation of the RRSF

Liaise with sub-regional coordinators to receive monitoring information on

their activities and support to countries

Report on progress on framework implementation for discussion at different

levels

Establish a website to post the latest information about the framework

implementation

Lead

Institution

ECA

AfDB

Jointly

Jointly

Jointly

Jointly

Jointly

Jointly

Jointly

Jointly

ECA

III 2 Reporting on identified tasks (with ECA as leading institution)

III 2 1 Develop promotional materials and tools with development partners

35 The RRSF document was edited and reproduced both in English and French in October 2006

Two thousand copies were produces in each language In addition, 500 CD-roms in English

and 300 in French were produced Finally the light version was published as a leaflet in

English and in French The World Bank funded the reproduction of the RRSF

36 The edited RRSF was first sent to all the National Statistical Offices (NSOs) by e-mail Then,

copies of the RRSF's publication as well as the CD-roms and the leaflets were broadly

disseminated to countries, development partners, regional and sub-regional organizations, the

media, etc That was done at the following occasions

(i) The Workshop on Applying the United Nations Pnnciples and Recommendations for

Population and Housing Censuses (P&R) in the African Context organized by the United

Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) held m Maputo, Mozambique from 30 October - 2

November 2006,

(n) The celebration of the 2006 Edition of the African Statistics Day (ASD) held on the 18

November 2006 in almost all African countries,

11



(m)The Special Celebration of the African Statistics Day in Luanda organized by the

Government of Angola, m close collaboration with ECA, on 7 December 2006,

(iv)The 2007 African Symposium on Statistical Development (ASSD) organized by the

Friends of ECA in Statistical development, in close collaboration with ECA and the

UNSD, in Kigali from 15 to 18 January 2007,

(v) The workshops organized by ECA on

o Expert Group Meeting on the Measurement of Employment in Household

Surveys organized by the ACS in Johannesburg, South Africa from 11 to 15

December 2006,

o Expert Group Meeting on Information Society Measurements in Africa organized

by the Information, Science and Technology Division (ISTD), in collaboration

with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the United Nations

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) held m Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia from 7 to 9 March 2007,

o Expert Group Meeting on the Role of Development Information in the Economy

organized by the in Lusaka, Zambia from 12 to 13 March 2007,

o Fortieth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and

Economic Development held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 2 to 3 April 2007

and twenty-sixth meeting of its Committee of Experts also held in Addis Ababa,

from 29 March to lsl April 2007

37 Copies of the RRSF's publication as well as the CD-roms and leaflets are still available at the

African Centre for Statistics

III 2 2. RRSF website

38 ECA, as the leading institution for this task, has designed a website which allows users to

browse and exchange information related to the RRSF and its implementation It has a good

navigation architecture where contents are categonzed properly and cover, among others, the

following items news and events, reference statistical documents and other resources, and

updated information on the implementation of the RRSF Users can print information pages

relevant to them and also download full text documents to their local machines

39 An important component of the RRSF website, yet to be developed, is the Discussion Forum

which is an online facility for holding discussions and posting contents, on a number of

different topics within the framework of the RRSF It will be a secured area where only

members can participate The forum will also have moderators and administrators, who have

the ability to edit, delete, move or otherwise modify any discussion items on the forum

Moderators will also have the ability to close topics, allow new members or delegate their

authority to other members

12



Ill 2.3 Missions to sub-regional organizations

40 ECA representatives undertook four missions to sub-regional organizations in order to (1)

inform potential partners and clients of the ACS of the creation of the Centre and identify

needs and areas of collaboration within the framework of the RRSF, (u) identify areas of

collaboration between the ACS and the ECA SubTegional offices (SRO-NA, SRO-WA,

SRO-CA, SRO-EA, and SRO-SA), and (in) visit the NSOs located in the RECs'

Headquarters and collect relevant statistical indicators on the region to feed the 2006 edition

of the African Statistical Yearbook

41 Within this framework, ECA representatives visited respectively (l) the SADC and the

Central Statistics Office of Botswana (CSOB) in Gaborone, Botswana, from 13 to 16

November 2006, (n) the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), the SRO-NA, and the Institut

National de la Statistique (INS) m Rabat, Morocco, from 27 to 29 November 2006, (m) the

ECOWAS, and the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) in Abuja, Nigeria, from 27 to 29

November 2006, (iv) the SRO-CA and the Institut National de la Statistique (INS) in

Yaounde, Cameroon, 30 November - 2 December 2006, and (v) the COMESA, the SRO-SA

and the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) in Lusaka, Zambia, from 18 to 22 December

2006

42 A set of conclusions and recommendations were made by various stakeholders dunng these

missions as a result of the discussions

Arab Maghreb Union (AMU)

43 Given that AMU has not a suitable statistical programme, the mission has identified the

following action points as a result of the discussions with the SRO-NA and the Morocco

NSO

(i) Agreement to establish focal points in the NSOs in collaboration with the SRO-NA,

(n) AMU to officially request technical assistance to the ACS via the SRO-NA,

(m)Morocco identified as best practice in population and housing censuses with the use of

state-of-the-art technologies including optical characters recognition (OCR) and

committed to share its experience if required so,

(iv)Morocco to elaborate its NSDS and update its 1968 statistical act,

(v) The need to harmonize curricula of African STCs, and

(vi)In statistical training, the ACS to encourage networking among African STCs and to

associate STCs to its work programme

COMESA

44 To ensure effective coordination of statistical activities both at national and sub regional

levels, ECA and COMESA have informally agreed and identified the following

13



(i) The participation of ECA at the COMESA Statistical Committee during which directors

of NSOs will be requested to agree on an information sharing and collaboration

agreement between ECA and COMESA,

(n) Information sharing on the subject of collection of international trade statistics data and

country reports on statistical activities These may be collected by COMESA on behalf of

ECA, as both COMESA and ECA collect similar data set from NSOs,

(ni)The logistical support of COMESA in the ECA statistical programme, meetings and

training courses,

(iv)The need for secunng technical backstopping from ECA and UNSD for COMESA

statistical activities, workshops and projects ECA's extensive support in the following

activities were indicated population censuses and household surveys, since these are out

of the scope of the COMESA work programme, and

(v) COMESA has built extensive capacity in trade statistics, specialized software and could

collaborate with ECA in the provision of technical support to other regional economic

communities (RECs)

ECOWAS

45 The mam conclusions and recommendations of the mission are as follows

(1) ECOWAS and ECA to continue their collaboration with respect to STATBASE, the

database developed by ECA and already installed at ECOWAS Secretariat,

(n) ECA to organize a meeting of statistics divisions/units of the RECs on an annual basis m

order to address data problems and share information (suggestion from ECOWAS),

(ni)To designate a focal point at the ECOWAS Secretariat who will interact with the experts

in different sectors and provide the required information to ECA, and

(iv)To prepare a formal data exchange protocol agreement between ECA and ECOWAS

SADC

46 To ensure effective coordination of statistical activities both at national and sub regional

levels, ECA and SADC have informally agreed and identified the following

(1) The participation of ECA at the 14th SADC Statistical Committee m May 2007, during
which the directors of (NSO) will be requested to agree on an information sharing and

collaboration mechanism between ECA and SADC,

(n) Information sharing on the subject of collection of dataset and country reports on

statistical activities These may be collected by SADC on behalf of ECA, as both SADC

and ECA collect similar data sets from NSOs,

(in)The logistical support of SADC to ECA statistical programmes in the SADC region,

meetings and training courses,

(iv)The need for secunng technical backstopping from ECA and the UNSD for SADC

statistical activities, workshops and projects Technical support in the following activities

were indicated trade statistics, harmonized CPI and national accounts, and

14



(v) The organization of joint training courses and workshops for the SADC member

countries on the relevant subject to the regional integration, such as trade statistics,

national accounts and CPI

47 ECA will keep on discussing with the RECs to articulate the above recommendations in the

framework of the RRSF, to ensure that they are implemented to adjust any of them where it

is needed, and explore further areas of collaboration

IV. The Way Forward

48 Among the tasks identified by the AfDB and ECA meeting, the following still have to be

completed

(1) To nominate AfDB and ECA coordinators as well as sub-regional coordinators using the

framework of the ICP-Afnca from ECOWAS and COMESA,

(n) To liaise with country and sub-regional coordinators on a regular basis to assist them on

implementation matters,

(iu)To use existing technical assistance activities in countries and sub-regional organizations

to assist relevant implementing agencies in line with the recommendations on theNSDS,

(iv)To Provide countries and sub-regional organizations with technical assistance on a needs

basis,

(v) To work out reporting formats,

(vi)To mobilize the resources needed to implement, coordinate, monitor, report and evaluate

the framework These tasks will consist of liaising with sub-regional coordinators to

receive monitoring information on their activities and support to countries, collecting

information from other sources, undertaking supervision missions to countries and sub-

regional organizations, drafting reports on progress made towards the implementation of

the RRSF for discussion at different levels, organising the discussions of those progress

reports according to various modalities to be defined, continuing to develop promotional

materials and tools, to update information posted on the RRSF website and finalizing the

Discussion Forum

49 The AfDB and ECA plan to meet soon after CODI-V in order to work out the elements of

collaboration they already have identified to speed up the implementation of activities
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Annex: FASDEV II Communique

Representatives of African countries, African Union (AU), bilateral and international

institutions, United Nations Secretariat and agencies, African statistical training centers, and

regional and sub-regional organizations, attended the second meeting of the Forum for African

Statistical Development (FASDEV-II) from February 09 to 10, 2006 at the United Nations

Conference Center (UNCC) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia This meeting followed the meeting of

Heads ofNational Statistical Offices, held from 6 to 8 February 2006

Recalling that FASDEV-I was endorsed by all the stakeholders of statistical development in

Africa on 13 May 2004,

Recalling the mam objectives of FASDEV to (i) have an overview of statistical activities,

including assistance, and training in Africa, (n) set up a permanent system for the monitoring of

statistical development in Africa, and (m) strengthen modalities for cooperation with a view to

leveraging on each partner's comparative advantage,

The meeting

a) Appreciated the efforts made by the African Development Bank (ADB), the Economic

Commission for Africa (ECA), the Partnership In Statistics for Development in the 21st

Century (PARIS21) Secretariat and the World Bank to organize this second meeting of

FASDEV,

b) Discussed issues relating to statistical development in Africa

• A draft Reference Regional Strategic Framework for statistical capacity building in

Africa (RRSF),

• Current and planned statistical programmes to support and boost the RRSF

implementation, and

• Partners' support to statistical capacity building in Africa,

The participants

1 Endorse the Regional Reference Strategic Framework for statistical capacity building in

Africa (RRSF) as a guide for African statistical development in the next 10 years,

2 Noted the progress already made and reiterate their encouragement to African countries

to design and implement a National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS)

by 2006 using the PARIS21 Guidelines and following the recommendations of CODIII,

the MAPS, the GDDS, the Yaounde Declaration on Statistical Development in Africa and

the RRSF,
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3 Urge all stakeholders to ensure that the development of sectoral statistics, including

administrative records, is integrated into the NSDS,

4 Encourage Member States to finance the implementation of their NSDS within the

national budget and to exploit other sources, and exhort Development Partners to align

their support in a coordinated way, with the priorities of the Government as stated in the

NSDS,

5 Call on African Governments to use their NSDSs as a framework for coordinating and

streamlining financial support and technical assistance, and to exercise restraint in

accepting projects that are not within the NSDS,

6 Acknowledge the commitment of the AU to make statistics more visible within its

Commission by the creation of a statistics unit,

7 Urge the African Union to provide critical political support to statistical development in

the region, and ensure that regional initiatives such as NEPAD have a statistical

component,

8 Appreciate the commitment stated by the UNECA Executive Secretary to strengthen the

statistical capacity of the ECA,

9 Urge African governments to support the enhancement of the statistical capacity of the

ECA,

10 Commend the African Development Bank (ADB) for its efforts in statistical capacity

building and request the Bank to continue and increase them,

11 Commend the World Bank for its statistical capacity building efforts, following up with

MAPS, and call upon countries to support these initiatives, and other donors to contribute

to the funding,

12 Commend PARIS21 for its statistical advocacy role and the initiative taken to produce a

light report on funding of statistical activities in the region and the NSDS progress report,

and invite the PARIS21 Secretariat to continue updating the information,

13 Commend all partners for their continuous support to statistical development in Africa,

including assistance to statistical training institutions, and recommend that they use the

outputs of the light reporting for better coordination and alignment with other initiatives

14 Urge the ECA to play an active role in the mobilization of resources for the 2010 round

of population and housing censuses (2005-2014) in Africa,
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15 Ask the ECA, in close collaboration with the ADB, the PARIS2I Secretariat, the World

Bank, to convene the next FASDEV meeting in 2007,

16 Call on all stakeholders to support FASDEV and implement the above

recommendations

The sponsors of the draft RRSF commit themselves to amending it according to the participants'

comments and distnbute officially the amended version by end of March 2006

18




