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INTRODUCTION s

1.‘ The problem of houslng in Africa is not only of enormous dlmen81on: i
but ulsq:of great complezlty. An‘estlmate of the housing needs_of the 4 : |
coﬁfinéﬁf_for'tﬂe perlo&'l960~75 Hds been'attempted;- Tﬁelstudy:reféélé“ %
that'itlshould be néces ary to bulld every year sbout 10 dWelllng unlts ‘ :
per 1, OOO 1nhab1tanﬁs.1

2+ . There are few, 1f‘@ny countrles on the ‘continent however with sufficlent
Vflnaﬂolal Tegources to overtake the construction required to. remedy the
existing defiecit let alone that to offset obsolescence and to houss the .-
population increase.

3. The problem is further complicated by the congiderable shifting of

popul&tion that takes plaée from time to times:

4._' Rural dwellers, drlft 1nto towns swell the already over populated
areag and wWorssn accommodﬂtloa conditions to crises proportlons. Addlng
further welght to this already compllcated sltuatlon is the fact that the
bulk of the people needing accommodation can: contribute little in a
financial sense towards sslstlng themselves. These workers live at
 subsistence level and use the barter system o Securs most of their needs:
Hence, there is a’ “paucity of cash to undertike any requirement, however :
preqslng. s
S;l | Desplte the enorm1ty and complex1ty of the situation hoWeﬁergréfér thef
PaSt four years many countrles h&Ve been maklng oommendable and 51gn1flcant
1nroads on the problem and ﬁhe system of gelf- help2 has 1ncrea31ngly been :
used as a magor contrlbutlng fictor 1n an attempt to flnd 4 solutlon to '

thls many—flceted problem._ T

.1 Sources World hou51ng conditions and catimated housing roqu;rements,.

pars.3n
2/ In Annex 1 g briefl dbSCTlpthﬂ is givon of sblf_holp a8 appllod to SR

housing i. ¢, 2ided self-helpe
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SELF-HELP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE:
6. Thie self-help approach has more recently been further strengthened 4

with the assistance provided by the Economice Commisgion foxr Africa through
its housing, buillding and planning section in helping countries to 1mp1ement
the recommendztlons cf ths Genernl eeeembly that member states ehould “ﬂs
part of thelr ‘national plane9 1net1tute or ocoelerate programmee “to promote
the construciion of Lovw—cogt houelng end etlmulate active: pdrtlclpdﬁlon by o
ths people in the progrxmnes through s&1f— help, mutual q1c1 oooperatlon and
similar measures" (Gener 1 Assembly, Resolution 1393, (XIV)) - ’
Te The United Nations has recently published and clrculated s ”Manual of
Self-Halp Housing" which sets out in simple but effective language the prac—
tical steps to be taken in the carrying out of self-help houeing‘programmesﬁ;
8. The introducticn of a .number of low-cost housing pilot prejects has: -
helped %o further release the creative potential of the peopleythrough t@ew
introductiom Qf Self help acthltmee 1n one form or another. 5

9. 'Throughouf &frlca and partlculﬁrly in rural v1lldges the communlty )
spirit 1sstrong and self- help mnd mutual a881etonoe ag a meune of teckllng
iocal problame Well uiderstood especlally wheTe they are directed to-

construct1on of 2n 1ndlgeneous nlture.:

10, 1In alded self help progrmmmee these tredltlonal ekllle are properly
harnessed znd chennelled 1n a more dlsolpllned Way and coupled Wlth _ _
governmente assistance and dlrectlon %0 meet the requlrements of modern ':“f
constructlon. The result is more eatlsfaotory and permanent dWelllngs-‘ :M
built by the psople in thelr leisure time und at a ooet they can afford9 -
the 3cqu1r1ng of new and worhtwhlle skills which may be further ueed towarde
prov1d1ng solutlone fo the problem of hou81ng3 a considerable eav1ng in
conetructlon oosts thereby creatlng the poselblllty of a grezter spread of--
the llmlted funde pproprlated by government for the purp0ee."‘

11. Coupled with the foreg01ng “thé satlefﬂctory completlon of L any: self-help
scheme usually creates o new community of persons “full of efithusiasm end

ready, willing and. able to grapple w1th any - of tho problems thut muy

T7 mnual on Self-help Housing: United T tions, New York 1964, publlshed_
in Bnglish and French. .
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confront them and sager.to overccme through oooperatlve action whatever new
'obstaclee may . arlse on thelr march towards the better things of llfe..f
ATDED’ SELF-HILP: |

12. To fully exploit . thls partlcular approachs, hOWeVer, qual&fled personnel
is regquired and a llmltlng factoT im applylng thess methods has been the

shortwge of tralned personnel on & suleolently exten51ve soale.'

’ 13.' The Unitéed Naﬁlons has agsisted sever11 countries with the prov181on of

lecal experte, equlpment and funds for pllot proaects;i/whlle ECA has helped
Wlth trmlnlng ‘snd the provlelon of the technlcal 1nformatlon and follow up
neoessery for this pﬂrtloulur brxnch of housing.

14, The soverﬂl countries whose Self—nelp progrlmmee ‘are treated in brlef
detall “hereunder have hOWeVer introduced the self—help oonstruct;on methode
as an 1ntegral part of their houslng policy and h Ve ilready either.built

a n}mber of units on thle basls or are puttlng up pllot proaeots'infOfder to
stﬂrt their self-help operatlons an ners fermol lines, In all these areas
U asslstonoe is provided 1n one form er another while ECA collaborates and
attempts to ensure thzt the crlterla for sucoessful operatlon are met.
COUNTRY HEPORTS

15. The reports which follcw Whlle 1imited to proaects in aided self—help
houslng oT e Progranmes in Whlch some measure of self—help has’ boen intro-
duced also make reference to some of tk faotors9 eontrlbutlng to the

problems thwt give. rlse to the proaeots and 1ndicates the p0551b111t1ee

--1nherent in the 81tu\ﬁlon for the 1ntroductlon of orthodox alded self—help

- measurep. )

ﬁLGWRI&

: 16 The prollferatlon of glun dwellings oo.the ootekirﬁs_ond within the

lewﬁlng oltles of llgerla hms preeented a major problem to the. Algerian
ﬂuthorltles. Thls process. of conoentrotlon has been ocoelerated by the
wever yedrs of Aar precedlng 1ndependenoe. “The ulgerlan authorltlos imme~—
dlotely ufter 1ndependence set in motlon two experlments in 1962 aimed a2t

'correctlng these va ry unsatisfactory oondltlons.

L/ AL separate report entitled ”Progress report on pilot prejects. in the
field of housing, bulldlng and plannlng" isg belng 01roul ted as dooument

HOU/WP/13
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17._ The plan prov1des for the constructlon of 800 new dwelllngs to
rehouse the slum fumllles 1n the dlsfrlct and to restore some 600 unlts

and 1ntroduce roudsg water supply, nlay grounds ahd communal f&0111tles
in the areu.’ o R T ' SR R

-y

18 The constructlon operetlon Was cﬁrrled out on a seml uelf—help ba31s
although the unlts Were. 1ntended for tenants rather than owner occuplers.
Nevertheless the unskllled, seml—skllled and Skllled operatlons were 80O
-1ntroduced thqt max1mum sav1ngs in oost resulted and bulldlngs Were f_“
conpleted on "a 1eve1 of expenses relﬂtlvely low compared Wlth the ﬁrlces

 1mposed by the prlvute sector in Algerla"

19,  The ‘success of the experiment=indicatesfthaﬁ.in Algeria tlrr'a beople
have the capacity as well as. the desire tco..assgist thenselves in tha T
“construction -of the houses on.gelf-help ba51s._ Mov1ng from - these iportho—
dox self-help experiments 1% is pessidble for. the quthor;ﬁ;es,to Sggure even
'greater results by introducing én,a.maximum‘way,tﬁe_tried‘and_proven

pfincipleS'of organized sslfi-help in, their low-cost h?psing_progrémmes.

[

CAMEROON i . =& = e

AéOi Although the hou31ng problems appear to be no¥d qu1te acute in this
country as in other p%rts of Afrlca, it neverthsless pressnts quite a
-formldable pr0p651t10n. It is estimated that only 10 per cent of urban
dwellers are satlsfactorliﬁthouSéd}' Tﬁb'deVelopmenﬁ-plans,goﬂe‘in'l9&7 to
1953 and the other 1954 to 1959 concentrated on the urban and rwral areas
respectiVeiy. With the increased services brdught about hy the implsmen-—
.‘tatIOﬂ of theée plans and the iavéstment: put in urban housing constructlon
‘.recelved conblderable d351st1nce sad partlcularly so in the cities of
Douala =nd Yaounde. "In the rural areas families continued to: construct the
”ﬁfhouses malnly on self- help basisg although little was dehe to boost the

VOlume of houses to be built as wis the case in"the towns.



21. More recently the authorities have taken action to make funds available
for financing rural ccnstruction and to introduce stabilized earth blocks
and train local persbnnel.in the use of these materials as an aid %o

construction. - : e ' B ' i

22. - & United Nations expert has been assisting in ‘the training of personnel
and in the construction of gemonstration housing'uSing'the CINVL RAM

stabilized earth blocks,.

[l

23. . With ‘the programmes of sélf-help housing now being undertsken and the
establishment of building cooperativys on a”long—ferm basis.by the housing
service .in the Ministry of Publidé Works the probiem of'housing the low—
income groups in this country should in the forsseesble Ffuture be reduced
to manageable proportions.

-

CONGO (Brazzaville)

24. The first five year plan for economic and social development of the

‘Congo (BrazZaville) includes a housing policy, the implementation of which

could possibly draw upon aided self-help technigues.

25. © The main idea ig tha® public money should not be used %o build

dwellings for the happ¥ féw, bui-to oreate the socizl and technical

equipment for all. On this basis, which means a deoigive improvement

of the envircumental conditions, it would be possible to help: the
inhabifants in improving the design and the cvonstruction of the traditional
houses which for the next fow years will remain the most important’ type of
constrﬁctionx .Obvicusly this could be implemeanted through an appropriate

self~help programme.




ETHIOPIA

:26. In Ethiopia while statistics in housing are insufficient to make any
correct assessment of the problem, ﬁhere is abundant vieitle ovidetice as
to . the unsatisfactory nature of the situation in bhoth the urban and rural
areaéfl The;governmepﬁ has taken steps almed at remedial action and ‘the

enrrent five-year plan(1963f1967) makes provision tos

(a) encourage -inexpensive housing project by means of a oredlt
policy whereby inexpensive credits will ‘be nade available to
Municipalities and cooperatives undertaking low cost housing

- 8chemes;

(b)) to cause the varicus government agencies to work out standard
projects for the mass construction of moderate and lew-cost
healthy dwellings, while using traditional cheap locally

available building materials;

27. Many projects ef self-help havé been undertaken in the provinces and
several successful experiments in the construction of schoolg, clinies,
comnunity. centres and compunzl facilities carried out. In the ferefront
of +these sctivities has been the Minisiry of Coqmtniﬁy Development'and the

Ethio-Swedish Institute of Building Technology.

‘28, The Institute has Tecenily completsd a national training course.-in
Cailded seif4help methods for twelve candidates drawn from the municipal
extension serviced with practical instruction given in the constructien
of thies types of low-cost units built of chica, claybricks-and hollow

concrete blocks. Coa

29, A sub-regicnal training ocourse in aided self-help housing, run in
colleboration with the Feonomic Commission for Africa9 will be wndertaken
in November. This courss, which is planned to extend for three months,
will provide trainees from Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, Tanganyika and United

Arab Republic with knowledge of self~help methods and technigqwes. The



trainees will assist in constructing self-help units along with the families

participating .in -the .project. .

30, A4 pilot project in low-cost housing'and financed -by ‘the United Vations,

- Sweden and the Ethiopian. Government w1ll be consﬁructed 1n the latter part

of_the,yggx.  The self-help portlon to run concurrently Wlth the tralnlng

‘ coﬁrsef' This.progect is 1ntended "to demonstrate how to oreate an,
_economically and socizally sound env1ronment for low 1ncome famllles" .
Sixty of these units will be bullt en an alded self-help basis and_tbe_
trainees from the sub-regional course will be engaged with the parﬁiéi?ants

in constructing the houses.

31; The Dconomlc Comm1531on for Afrlc 1s helplng in the tralnlng course
Wlth the loan ef reglonal o?flcer as dlrector and prov1des consultdtlve

C'gervice in- relation "to .the ‘pilot- proaect.

32  In thlop1a9 self—help technlques are falrly well understood and
partlcularly where 1t forms s part of communlty &evalopment programme.
In the fleld of hou31no however, greater ‘care must row be taken to snsure
'that progects built on this b?Sls are not anly low in uost ut high in

- standarde, - This is the direction in which the Instltute and other
‘protagonists of “the systen must look if self-help is. to make its maximum

‘contribution to the country's programme.
GEANA

33+ Self-help methods hawve been used fairly extensively in Chana in order
to meetfthe housing needs of the peeple. There axe hundreds of rural

- :housing. nocieties nd these with the aid of the rural scheme bhave been
ingtrumental in the ereotlon of several thoasands of homes throughout )

the Republlc. a

34, The use of self-hélp methods. are well understoed - and w1th the strong
community development programme as its base the 1de@ of self*help in

housing construction fer lewer income and rural groups is well rooted.




35+ An imposing record of. self-help achievements has been established
with the building of échoolsg hages, clinics,'roads and bridges and

;communlty centres.

- 36, The Volta Dam resettlement progect has also incorpeorated fthe self-help
idea in re—housmng of'609000 fomilies digplaced by the congtruction of
the Dam. A core hoilise ig provided each family and this nucleus is completed

and“expande& ah a8 Seifnhelb basie by the familieS'to~meet their requirements,
GUINEA | ' | S S

37. In Conakry a housing pllot project was 1ntroduced w1th the use of

tradltlonal and non—tradltlonal materlals and huv1ng the follow1ng obaect1Vesu
+ .

a) to demonstrate in urban and rural. areas, how traditlﬁnal[bu;ldlng
materials could be 1mprOVed9

'b). how the prefabrlcatlon of core or skeleton houses can be used to

o mobilize. the. potentlal of self—help bulldlng in urban areas and

c)r‘how building research can develop and improve product1v1ty in the

L'use of 1ocal materlals znd technlques.

38, 4.Upnited Nations housing eoxpert is at present at work in ﬁhe area ln

the implementing of this preject and it is envisaged that the_completlon of
the preject could lead to the establishment of a regional housing ffaining
contre for French gpeaking African countries in housing, building,gg@ town

planning,

KENTA

39- Houslng in Kenya hag ulways been acute and particularly .in the capital
city of Nairobi where there has been a conslderable influx of rural
dwellers. To meet the sltuatlon chernmunt has built several 1ow—cost

hou81ng units 3ndohas attenpted to 1ntroduce a form of self help in |

s e



«housing in which service pilots are provided to families who are,alloﬁed to

build according to certain standards lald down by -the authorities. This
approzch has not been successful as it lacks the requi:ed supervision and

as a result lends itsolf %o considerable abuses

40. Recently, a_private pilot scheme has been started under the aegis:

of. the Ministry of Health and Housing in which gome 30 units are being ‘
constructed in the orthodox self-help manner. It this scheme is a success; . .-
there aré plans to extend it to 200 vwnits and lands are avallable ta

lntrodhce geveral thoeeand units on a elmller basis.

41. The ﬁajor Iimiting Factor here is the absence of gualified personnsl . -
with theé neceeéar& eXpertise‘te:assiet‘the people in pﬁttingrthexprejeqt;e~
across although there are officers and participanis who are by no means
lacking enthusiasm. - The authorities also revised its request for a self-
help housing expert and as a result forfelted the grant covering the cost
of importing special materialsg and equipment. This_retision Wiil have a t
limiting effect. on the progrese of ~the self-help progremme; .Affangemeets
have beén made however for four officers of the Department 1o recelve i
training in self-help mstnod and tecﬂnlquee at the sub- reglonal tralnlng -

gourse to be held in iddis Lbaba later in the year.

LIBERIA

42. - The goverament of Liberia has mads a significant start in its housing
programme. . A new housing law was promulgated in 1960 to facllltate the

construction of improved housing in both the urban and rural areas.

43, Many aided self-help projecte have been started throughout the country..
The most outstanding of these is the Flsebu Town project in which a v111age
of 560 families, having been destroyed by flre, was completely replanned

on medern limes and the houses and communal facilities constructed by the"v
people on a self-help basis. The materials used 1ncluded 3011 cenent

blocks, preserved thatch, situck and earth, sand cement tile, wocd and

concretea
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44, Th the rural areas some..19 demonstration projects have been built.
These inoclude schuols and houses for the teachers. In %he.construption. N
of these buildingsguéelthelp ig ‘combined with contract‘labourrV,Familias.
prooure the soil; sand and rocks.and make the blocks and the contracter
builds the units.

MALAWI .

45, With %he movement of Malawi into independence, housing pressure in
the urban areas has incrsassd to alarning proportions. The Governmént,”
through the recently sstablished Malaw1 Hou51ng Corvoration has 1n1t1ated ”
a programne of low-cost houszng with alded self»help as one . of 1ts maJor

Teatured.

46, The arrival of United Nations expert in the field has seen the
commencement of prellmlnary arrangemsnts for the self-help pllot project
to house 20 famllles in the village of Ndirandi.  Plans are aleo completed
for the training of four senior officials in aided self-help methods and
technigques. Ressarch has been undertaken in the use .of 10031 raterials to
be used in the conSﬁruction of houses and various degigns sultable for thg

use of aided self-help techniques deveéeloped.

MOROCCO

47, ' Because of the remarkable growtn of shanty towas and unlnhabltable

districts in and around the urban areas of Morocco, the present flve—year

plan (1960- ~1964) was aimed largely at eradicating this situation, ®Estimates

in 1960 indicated that some 90,000 persons requlred rehou51ng.

48, Government has undertlken a con31&er3ble number of housing programmes
and hasg also ‘sncouraged private ipitiative in the construction of~dwell}ngs
to help ‘overtake the demand. - This construction usually takes one oT ,;

three formse
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a). the economic plody . . o
b) the evolvimng plot; and . e '

¢) the system "CastorM., -

29, = ALl three systems provide for some measure of self-help although |
in the Castor system the degree of self-help 1m likely to be greater than |

in ‘the others,

50. Along with the foregoing there is the ”improved sanitary network'.
On tha fr mewark of estatesd equlpped ‘with the nécessary technical and
5001e1 facllltles, the Mlnletry of Public Works duilds one room and &
sanitary floors this core house ig let for 2= 3 dollars & month, - This
schems prov1dee‘a basis for alded gelf-help progrwmme for really low-
1ncome people (the next form of St te 3881stance 18" actumlly de51gned
for people being a little bit ‘better off).

51. In the rural areas self—help uct1v1ty ig an 1ntegra1 part of

" the Communlty Development Progr ame and’ although in the wurban zreas the
prlnclplee of self- help in hou51ng constructlon are well understood
there has been no official pollcy %0 properly channel these efforts in
an orthodox manner. However9 there are enough projects being undertaken

with a sufflclently strong self—help blas5 to prov1de the foundations

on which future successful aided self-help projects may be built,

NIGER

52. In Niger a number of experiences ineths fisld of conventlonal
bulldlng ‘showed the usual deadlock ir the regiens the ‘g0 called low-cost
houses arTe too expensive:for the.low income people and their standlng is
not high enough to satisfy those able tc afford to pay the rent involved.
In the framework of the development plan, it is now intended, on a
general.line gimilar tc that of the Congo (Brazza), to use public
resources to oreate the equipments, both technical (road, water supply,

sanitation otc.) and social (schools, clinics, etc.); a further step
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could be to build, within this frame, serviced plots with a Sanitary block

and possibly a concrsie floar. The building of the dwelling will be.the
responsibility of the occupiers. Hers again;‘%ﬁereviswan'obvious
possibility of helping to 1mplement this policy with a sound aided self-
help programme,

NIGERLL

o uhortugo ' ’
53. Hou51ng/1n Nigeria is particularly acute in ‘the urban centres. This

comes as a result of the constant movement of mlgrants from the rural areas
to the city.. Very commendable attem ts. have been made by the Governmcnt

to taeklé the situation with the -setting up of low-cost housing sgheme
through the lagos Executlive Development Boa;d and the provisgion oflloaﬁg
for housing to the Nigerian Buil@ing.Society:and the African staff Houslng
Funad.

54. A fair measurs of selffhelﬁ is.underjaken but on an unorganized'basis.
Lands are made available by Government on & freeheld and leashold basis_to
members of the Public and Civil servants en which they can construct thelr
houges.” This has the effect of encouraging housé ownership. The‘praotice
however: is not sufficlently widespread to.maké signiﬁioant.impact o the

tctal housing situatien.

5. A4 pilot project for a new residential neighbourhood has besn preposed
for 1965. A number of units will be constructed on1a self-help basls for
,demonstfation purposes. The preject will be financed by the United Kingdom,
Denmark and the Wigerian Goverament. The United Nations will also provide

an experﬁ and funds for materials and equipment.

-
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SENEGAL . T

;56» Senegal has had a .successful. pregranme of both rural and urban

Eunconstructlon on the alded self~help basise: The pressure of rural workers

on the towns hewever, . has caused Government to.change its pollcy and .

establiish a. ‘building. mndustry that could prov1de multi-steried flats for

g_hou51ng Jlow-inecome families as well as pr9v1dlng nmuch needed smpleyment.

Despite this change a fair number of units in the urban 'drese are still

. being bullt on & selfﬂhelp Pagis. - vouonind

57« In: the rural area a tralnlng 1nst1tutlon has beon Set up ta provide

instruction in the metheds and technlques of self—holp hou51ng and this

-ﬂhas helped 4o expand the rural self—help hou31ng prﬁgramnes.

l N

58. Today Senegal 15 in the forefront of Afrlcan countrles u51ng alded
self*help as an 1mportant contrlbutlon 1n the solutlon of 1ts rural and

urban hou51ng problem.

59- The tralnlng of quallfled personnel has no% kept pace hOWeVer with
the demand for hou51ng constructlcn and cansequently thls om1331on has
1nh1b1ted the progress of alded self—help censtructlon partlcularly 1n

the urban ATEAS.

6Oj In the rural areas a pllot project has been established and is %elng
uged for tralnlng fleld Workers. &t present there are many satlsfactory
exwmples of aided Self—help constructlon in hou31ng to be SQen both 1n

the urban and rurml nreas sf thls Republlc.'

SOMALTA

1. In 1960 the Gevsrament of Somalia deoided Yo de a preliminary survey
of nousing conditions to meet the rapidly expanding requirements fer
housing accommedation both iﬁ.Mogadiscio and in the rural areas. Because
of this unusual demand fer the very limited accemmedation constructien
costs and rental had increased out ef all prepertien te the ability gf

the masses of the pepulation to .evertake.
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.629_ Ag a result of the survey a pllot prcject was undertaken in 1962 with

the follow1ng objectss L

a). ‘o piang organize and administer the Government Houging Programneg

b) - to sstablish a tralnlng programme to provide necessary admlnlstra—
tiva and technical perscansl for the housing offlceg

o8) ~develop improved me¥dods of- produ01ng local building materlals

. such as sand, crushed vock; lime, coral stone and gypsum to replace
imported materialsg ' IR b '

&) establish a training programme -for. the local congtruction workers

»

80 ag to initiate more effective site wartd construction works

&) develop a Self-help housing programme Wlth addltlonal United Natlons

assistance if necessary, 80 as to r@duce the dost of constructlon
to ‘the barest mlnlmum and
f) develop s lohg range houslng programme Whlch Would 1nolude an

effective financing and repayment plan.

L]
63. Flfty geven houses have been congtructed in thb projsct and as a

result of the cost sav1ng methods 1ntroduced such as the 31mp11flcat10n
of desigh, eliminzation of Wust@d space, reductlon of room sizes and
increase in workmen's efficiency house costs have been progresslvely

reducsd.

'64, The proaeot was 301nt1y flnanced by the Unlted Natlons and the Somalia
Government, An additionsl contrlbutlon of $50 000 ‘was made p0531ble -
through the United Nations by the dmerican Soclety of Friends. Several
United Nations experts assisted in the carrying out of the Survey and .

in the constructing of the pilot project. :
. . ' E] ) . L]
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65. The Republlc of Sudan has nade many attampﬁs to ease the aoute ‘housing
situation in Khartoum, Omdurman and Khartoum North. A department for
national hou31ng ha's been establlshed se a branch of the Ministry of Local

GGVernment and funds set sside for the construction. of small houses.w

: 56; In the rural areas nouse .are built on a self—help ba31s. "These Rruses
are construoted mainly of 1oca1 matﬁrlals and cost littls, Thej‘are’hﬂdly,
planned however, and lack adequate facllltles for “the 1ntroduct10n of fresh
air and sunllght. A school for ths trﬂlnlng of .skilled workers %o meet

the shortage in the country has recently been opene& at Khartoum. .

67 Plans are in the process of completlon forihe construction of a pllot

project of seme 20 to 30_houses_for.demqnstratlon and tralnlng PUrposSeEs.

UNITED 4RAB REPUBLIC

68, The 1560 census indicates that thers is a %total of approx1mate1y
5,820 000 dwellings in the United lrab Republic. Of these; 3,600,000 are
in rural arsas, The figures show that there is an urban need of 959040
dwéiiefs annually to take care'of replacements, lncreases in populatlon
and relief of ovarcrowdlng. In the rural areas the pollcy "envlsages the
sntire reconstructlon of the tradltlonal node of dwelllngs ig which the

maaorlty of the rural populatlon dwell",

_-69. The governmenﬁ in its programne of -Tural reocnstructlon has given
con31deratlon to the bulldlng of houses on afcooperat1Ve and self—help
" basis. Leans are made to. farmers through the v111age cooperat1Ve socletles

to assist them in the construction and repalr of thelr hOMEb.

10, The Ministry of Health and Public Utllltles is at present engagcd in
carrylng out the 1n1t1a1 stagé of "the 30=year plan of rural reconstruotlon
for the 4,000 villages »f the United Aredb Republlc. The plan empha51zes
the wse of self-hslp methods and techniques in helplng the -villagers 10

secure mere satisfactory housing aocommodation and communal fapilities.
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71. & pilot project for the construction of 60 unite in the village . of

= Nazleﬁiﬁshter will spearhead tha plan. The United Nations has loaned an

expert to asslst the Mlnlstry in 1mp1ement1ng the plan and EGA providés

consultatlve help through its regional adv1sor.

72, Whils gelf-help methods are well known in the rural areas of the UﬂR
these are belng entlrely restrlcted to traditional construction methods
and the present programmng is 1ntended to 1ntroduce the new dlsclpllnes,:
technigues. and skill requlrcd for the constructlon of more SQtlsfactory"

and modern. hoaslng requlrements.

! .
o

73. The Arab- Statbs Fundamnental Eduuatlon Centre has glven tralnlng in

,Communlty DeVelopment technlques and has helped through its trainees to

establish the fqundﬂtzons on whlch more up—to —date self help efforts'

are being organized throughout the country.
T4. The success of the pilot project in Nazlet El Ashter should sce a |
repid increase in the self-help housing pro jects to mere zand more viildges

in the Republic. L o I A

TANGANYIKA - : | e

S T75. Within the past years the Government of Tangcmylka has been glven

prlorlty to its urban and rural programmes as a. means to satlsfylng the

great demands for the housing ¢f the magses in, Dar—es Salaam.

76 " In the rural arsas, through communi@y Development programme, many

selfwhelp pro jects have been successfully carrled out in The bulldlng of

sehools, dispensaries, Troads, cte..

T Farly attempts using volun%eers 6 construct phases 1 and 2 of a, pilot
scheme for improving and constructing new houses of permanent materlals in
Dar-es-Salaan proved effective in building the unlts but left 2 number of

unhappy voluntseers-as there werc many mers. volunteers than houses.'
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18. The Government has declded to extend 1ts pProgramms 1n and- ouf51de the
city.and 5,000 units will be constructed in and aroind Dar-és- Salaam under

a- five-year progranmme to be undertaken by.tho-Natlonal Houelng Corporation.

79, ' The arrival of a local low-cost housing expert from the United Nations
hag resulted in plans being implemented for the early construction of the
_piloﬁ_projeots of 20 units on orthodox sided self-help lines. It is hoped
that the success of this project'will:indicaﬁe s means whereby the volunteers
in.phases l-and 2 of the scheme may securs sultable accomnodation through

. participation. - Training is belng given 'several members of the staff of the
National Housing Coporation in.self-=help techniques so ‘that they can assist

in helping to expand.the scheme.

80, ©Plans are in hand also for the congtruction of 200 units in ths

townghip of Dodoma using self-help methods and tschniques.

81, ' The people“ofaTanéanyika”are very keeo‘on the use of self-help and
mutual aselstanoe in the oonstruotlon of housges, 'What is required ie

B 1arger number of quallfle& personnel capable of dlrectlng thelr efforts
in a satrsfaotory.manner. Four staff members of the Nstional Houelng
Corporation will a%tend the sub—reglonal training course in 4ddis in

‘Wovember.

_-‘:TOGO'
82-_ Hou31ng condltlons in both the urban and rural arees of Togo have
for many years presented the authorltles with a vast and unmanageable
problem. The country 1aoke many of the 1nportant elemente fer a sound
housing programme, BaZet @ houelng admlnlstratlon, dovekpment of local
TaW materlale Whloh ars plentlfuI, improvements of exletlng processed
materlals and’ componen’os9 bulldiug documentutlon such a8 standard
specifications and by-laws, town and. reglonal phy51cal plans and tralned

personnel,




~18~

83, TWorking in conjunction with the United Hations the Qovernmernt is

- attenpting toAremody these deficiencies. A4s a First step'a pilot housing

-project designed to. demonstrate the feasibility of erecting, in urban

and rural areas, low-cost dwellings from locally aveileble materials is

being undertaken. .
o . ., . N

84. & low-cost housing expert provided by the United Nationm is in Togo

and is demonstrating with the construction of & sst of houses in Lomé

how gelf-help and mutual aid nethods can -congicderably reduce the cost

of urban dwellings. Demonstration houses will algo be efeoted-in rural

areas to show to thé villages how improved dwellings may be built on a

gself-hslp basis with the use of local materials,

TGANDA

85, The GOVernment in Uganda has dttempted to gatisfy its requlrement

for urban houelng with the settlng up of a number.of housing estatss.
lUlth.a view to opreadlng as widely as possible the funds allocated for
housing oonstrﬁction expefimental schemes of limited self-help application
have been attempted in the construction of Grade II type houses. - Ths

plar provides for a clearance and 1eVe111ng of the lsnd by the householder.
The erection ¢f walls, fitting of joinery and putiting in of floors after
the departmept has provided and e.rected the frame and rcof of the bullding.
Future plaos.provide for the introduction of orthodox self-help teohniques
in the oonetrﬁotioﬁ of houses'fot.the low--inccne groups. and to thet«end
four. officials are Belng sent for training in the sub~reglonal course

to be held in nddls Ababa 1eter 1n the year.

R
+

86. Plannlng studles are how belng undertaken by a five man team from
the 5N and it is antlolpated that followmng on the plannlng propesals

©a pllot proaect mlght be developed.
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CONCLUSIONS:

87. The foreg01ng reports 1naloete that in a number of countries in

, ) Afrloa alded self*help methode and teohnlques are belng 1Lorea—
singly applled Wlth varylng degrees of success to the flndlng of ‘solutions
to the problem of prov1d1ng sutlsfactory 1ow oost houses for the masses of

the populatlon.

.88., While the perlod under referenoe has heen short and the number of
proaeots relut1Ve1y scant 1n terme of the total problem to admit of proper:
comparlsons neVertheless, sufflolent ev1denoe ie prov1ded to indicate that -
given the condltlone oonfrontlng most of the Governments cohcerned, thig.
particular approaoh can g0 a long Way towards assisting in overtsking the

requirements of thé pedples.

89, What oppears necessary at this stage of developmeﬁt is"a clear and.
preolse underetendlng of what is 1mp11ed by the term self-help housing when -
used in its orthodox sense and a dellmltatlon between that and the self-help
undertaken in the tlme nonoured and traditional wayy geared’ to conditions
with which the people nave lohg'érown scoustomed and which nesds no more
assietenoe'than the ﬁillingnees of the doer and his helpers in crder.to be

applied to most indigenous situationsg,

90. With the introduction of improved living conditions necessitating a .
dwelling lntended to be ‘wors permanent and functional yet at the same.time
satlsfylng the requlrements of modern construction standards, new disol- -
planes must be developed, new skills aoqulred and new techniques- oonduolve.

to the meetlng of these demends put into operation.

91. hlle the capaolty for oooperutlve effort and the desire for ersativity
oheraoterlze in a large meesure the approachee of thée masgses of thkisipopu—-
lation to. the problem, these are but the fourndations or which a proper .
structure of alded self-help aot1v1ty may be builts What i requlred to
make the programme really effective is a large pool of gualified pereonnel
capable of directing and channelling the activities of the pesopls ik a

meaningful and productive way..
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92. Further, desplte the accompllshment of self help methods to date and °
i1ts long record of flndlng solutlons to problems in hous1ng that are
peculiarly related to persons of limited means there is still = good

deal of confusion and speculatzon in the minds of eVen 1ts protagonlsts '

as to the real p0831b111tles of the systoem.
‘ - l
93.. In many quarters the v1eW Seems to per51st that Self—help should have

no permanent place in future plannlng since "it must be foreseen that
3'¢lf-help. hou51ng settlements may devalop into slum arsas, waich have to ;

be cleared ouf in future und replaced by modern dwelllngs”

94. An objective evaluation of this statement will show that 1t could be
applied not so mnch %o self-help construciion but %o any honslng programnme
in which: certain minimum standards have not heen maintained in constructlon
or in which the occupants have been moved out from slum areas into new
housing settlements w1thouﬁ having been previcusly orlented in the
reguirements for living under the new and improved condltlons. The rapld :
detericoration which follows would be as true of a gelf help gcheme or the .

best constructed project bullt by a skllled 3ItlSunS under contract,

95. The urban housing programmes in developlng areas throughout the world
are replete with examples of permanent houses bullt by alded self—help '
methods ‘which have not only w1thstood the tests of time in relatlon to -
their construgtion but the oocupylng families have w1th llttle dlfflculty
developed into well integrated and st ble communltles ‘over. the. years.What
-ig true of the people of these areas 1is also true of those 11v1ng in o

the. various countries on the continent of Africa. a ' : ‘ : .

1/ Housing in‘Africa,_Probiems and Policies, E/CNa14/HbUPA/39 Annex IV,
para.14. o . '
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SUMMARY 2 _ “n?m

96, It is poe=ible thoreforo to summerizse the roguirements needed in future
to onourd o MOTC cffzetive ond Artinfootory o 1f-h-1lp houning progra MING

o Tollowd:

1. A bebter nn&efetenéing“dn"%ﬁe“nart“of those concerned with
housing progranmes of the prlnelples and proctice of self—
help &8 applled “to houging and as 2 conssquence greater respect

far its potentlolltlee in the Afrlcan gituation. -

2 More p051t1Ve uﬂd effectlve plannlng in relatlon to aided
self—help scnemee ang etrlct adherence to the trled end

groven prlnclplee of self-helps

3. QGreater 1mprovement in the de51gn and constructlon of
trndltlonal and’ demonstrutlon unitse greater care being
tqken to ensure that while these unlte are plananed to be low

in cost constructlon and 11v1ng standards remain high.

4e Increased-trnlnlng of personnel at boﬁh the ‘national and

gub-regicnal levels. - : .

5., Continuous research into the use of-local materials and all
slements affecting costsy greater interchange of information

on- these matiters.

‘6.' Yherever possible. preliminary approaches to aided Self-help
be undertaken on an 1ntegrated beels, 1.e. partlclpants ;
and their families should have SOme eJrly orlentetlon ln :
communlty development technlquee or hou81ng proaects be rnn

,+1n congunctlon Wlth cemmunlty development programmee.




S
Lars

-22.

ANNEX T
Self-Eelp as Applied to Housing

or

mlded Self—Help Hou51ng

1. Self-help as applied to houging in developlng countrlee is a formala
which has for 1ts,goa1 the prov151onof better and mors satisfactory housing
accommodation for f@mlllee in the low—lncome groupe mt e cost thgt is

economically fe351ble to them.

The rquixe@_reeult is brought about by a partnerehlp between:

;a) .the people requlrlng the housess Who supply labour

:g(unekilled,andrseml ~gkilled), local materials and sometimes

_,cashg and

b) a eponsorlng body9 ueuwlly Government Whlch prov1des land

ai(ueually developed), technical direction;’ supsrvision such
additional materials as may be requited and general

“expertisé. o - T T

2, The sponsoiing body prédents = plan for a house simple in design but
1ncorporat1ng all the fewtures for good Tiving and approved by the people.

other
3. The houee 1s de31gned to be" conetruoted of local or/materials of a.

permanent neture and in ﬁhe uge of Whlch the people are skilled or have

little dlfflculty in acqulrlng “the necesemry skills.

4. .The. pertlclpante are formed 1nto groupe and under the direction of a
construction foreman are given 1nstructlons and demomsﬁratlons in the
rudiments of building construction and particularly so as they relate to

the houses o be built and the type of materials used.

5. The selection and training of the participants for these projects
require gualified personnel. The success of the project will depand in
a large measure on the ability of the sponsors to secure the services of

people with the necessary competence in this fiegld of work.
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€. All the houses %o be built Dby the.group are erected at the saﬁgu%{ﬁéjmmwmmmm

For example if 20 houses arsc being constructed 2 team of 20 Would undertwke
to put in all the foundﬂtlonsg build all the wa lls9 put on all the roofs

and brlng the houses to near completion before the award of o house is

made to any pﬂrtlclpant.

Te Partlclpanﬁs will dIuW on the completion of the unite to determine

which house they Wlll receive.

In all self-help hou51ng schemes e“ch purtlclpant who falthfully fulflls

the condltlons of the progect gets a house.

8, During the period of conctructlon the pavtlclpﬁnts und members of thelr

f amilies recelve trllnlng in home 1mprovement and other aspects of

communlty developmen%.

9. - With the completion of the 3roaect the p&rtlclpant would have

acquired a new skill, by assisting in the bulldlng of 20 houses from the

foundation up. He would be sguipped %o undertake the extension of hisg own

houge to meet the requiremenfs of his family or to sscurs emplgyment-in
this new field of endeavouls '

10. Having put in all labour and = good deal of the materials used in

constructing the house the actual cost to fhe participant will be found

to bBe some 40 to 50% less than if 1t were built for him under regular
contract conditions. '

kW Particlpants and members of their family on taking posseasion of the

houses and with their trzining behind +hem would now be in & position

to take pride in the care and maintenance of thelr new homes and would

helr frlends and neighbours in helping to build a new

readily Jjoin with t

community.




12, From the sponsors point of view self-help housing can be of 1mportance -

“in the follow1n@ respectsa'

_:1.

2

4

_‘It enables a greater wpre d of %he funds allocated Yy
_government for housing sivce about two houses may be built

- on a sblf—help vasis for the pricé of one.

It wdvqnoes economlc growth in the country by increasing:

hum n skllls.

.It helps to. ellmlnute one of the major areas of Waste in:
”the national llfo of developlrg countrles i.e. the- unutllLZed

'tnlents of the people.

It provldes an’ opportunityifor thé'ﬁée of loecal iniﬁiative

and resourcefulness alohg with the ‘development of a true

coopefafiVe approich in the finding 'of solutions to common

. proﬁlems.

o





