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I. Introduction

1. Sirce the last report to the Statistics Committee of the Joint Conference
of Planners, Statisticians and Demogranhers (PS2) in March, 1982 work has
continued in the Genecral Econormic Statistics Section (GESS) of the ECA
Statistics Division under the following headings: i. naticnal accounts,
finance and price statistics, ii, industrial statistics, iii. agriculture,
transport and communications and tourism statistics. Work on external trade
statistics is dome in the Internationa! Trade and Pelated Statisties Seetion,
in the division,

TY,  Marfanal Accounts

2. Advisery services to ECA “erber States on nationral accounts have been
maintained since the last renort on activities ir this arza tc this Committee.
Sinca Anril 1982 missicns have been undartaken to 12 countrics to examinz the
state of the n~tional accounts work, te suggest improverents in the scope,
reliability ond timzliness of the estimotes and in some cases to assist in their
cempilaticn, Of late, the erphasis during the misejons has shifted from

ad~hce compilaticr of estimates to assistomee in naticnal capability building,

3. Frem follov—-un missicms and ferd-backs, it is eratifying to record that
many of the recommendatisns and suggesticns For irpreverents nade during these
nissicns hsve in the majority of cases been ineeroorated into the accounts.
However, it should ba poted that in » nucber of cases soricus gans still exist
in the basic data availsble for compilire the estimates and that inprovements
in the statistical data collectisn syster are clearly callad f=r., Some of the
paraceters uscl in the estirntion ore now out—-f=date and do nct sdequately
reflect the current sconomic sitvaticns in the countrics,

4. Hevarthaless, the newd for reliable and commarable naticonal accounts series
at the country, sub-rzgicnal and rapicnal levels has never becn oore nassing.,
Consequently, the work of the sacretariat in preparirg cstimates of gross domastic
rroduct and related agprepates for all Africon countries has contipued, and

every effort is being made to closaly associate this work with the regiunal
1dvisory services op naticnel accounts,

5. In spite of this, th: work hes not bosn witheut difficultics. By for
the most immortant nroblen hns baen the nor~availability in the secretariant of
indicators ~f current ceonccic performance of countries,  Special effarts by

the secretarist te erllect this informaticon throupgh o short questicnnnire sent

cut early cach yuar anl 2130 the cireulaticn to Member Stntes of the secretariat's
prelivinary estirates of majer national accounls agsregotes in the first quarter
of ez2h year hove not pen i sufficient ressense frem countriss., :

©

6. The necd for the secretarint's werk on ccuntry and rzgicnal astisates is
furthar strengthenzd by the fact thet a general time lag of about two years oxists
fer most cruntries of the region in the nvailability of ~ffici~1 national accounts
data. PBut the work on acnitering and nssessing aconmerdc progress and performance
of African countries, providing factunl inforoation as - basis fer the formulation
of intra-ifricon proiecrs of rogicnal and sub-recicomal ch-ecperation and ceonemice
irtegraticsn cannot wait, In the ahsamee of tively data, =ocd nreliminary estimates
must be used,
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7. It is aporeciated that —art ~f tha reasen for the time lag in official
national acceunts statistics is the lack of basic data, inadequate trainad staff
and other resources. It is to ke hnoned that the Kational 4ccounts Capability
Prograrme (NACP), more abrut which will be sail later in this report, will
adequately address these issucs.

8. The nati~nal acccunts nrrject under which ECA hat becu giving alvisory
services anl on-the-job training to 2 pumher of countrias in the region during
the nast several years has been mointained luring the mericd, 1t will be recalled
that the Unitold MNaticms Develeonent Programe had allccated a sum of USH 330 000
to the nrojact (RAF/78/061) t- ziva incrensae. assistance to African Lenst
Pevelopad Countries (LDCs) and Newly Indarendent Countries (NICs) which are at

an early stage of statistical Jeveleoment to develon 2 coharent set of economic
and national accounts statisties for uea in ~lanning and meritering economic
develorment, and in tha training ~f nation~l stoff, Werk under the project which
started in Anril 1679 will coptinus vatil the aveilable funds are exhausted.
Because - f the drastic cuts in UNDY finsncial ressurces the rroject has not been
included ir the UNDP third syorrammine eyels 1932~158€.

9. Racause of the preat jmnortance the ECA and the Crnference »f African
Tlanners, Statisticians and Demecra~hers attached t~ this ssmect nf racional
advianrry services, the ECA has retained the sarvices ~f the Chief Technical
Alviser, Naticnal Accounts.

10, Tn additi-n, whan the first sirns »f o —nssible Aisermtinuation of TUNDP

funding for the project were roceivesl, the BOA started ©2 eive serious comsideration

to other ~ussible ways of centinuing the proiact activitiss. As dJdelesates to the

Statistics Cormittaa sessicn ~f the Serond Joint Conforence will rermember, one
“iscussad at that sessicr was the establishment of 2

Naticnal Accounts Canability Prograrme (1aCP) which misht attract bilateral

assistance, include o stronger trainine 2luoment and oim at the ostablishment of

more sermanent and cffective mati-nal accounts units ns ar inteeral and co~

orlinatec mart of African statistical servicos.

11. Trtunately, what anps as n oessibility in ipril 1982 is now 2
reality., The MACP has been 1aunchecd, If is essentinlly a prograrme to bhaild
un the canability of develirning african countries, incluling the LDCs and ¥ICs,
jn the fiell of national accounts statistics, The -roprarme should heln to
Averenme the unfortunate situation in seme coumtries where work on naticnal
acecunts has kaen carrield cut as iselated conpilaticn oxercisas contributing

1ittle to the ~eneration of hagic data flews and ncliey formulation,

12, The preosrarme nims at carability huilding 28 raposed to ad=hoe technical
agsistance oneraticns and ot snsurinz a proper place for national accounts in
the integrated statistieal systems heins devel-red by African countries, The
achievement f this cbjective should, it is hosed, enable natinnal accounts to
serform three continuing functicns: (1) Providins a guideline for senerating
well=balanced flews of data frem the subject Jivisicns of the statistical
services nmd its field survey Lryanizations, (2) servins 2s a tool for
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intesrating ant cnalysinge econcmic Jara frr the formulation of short and
long~tprﬂ rolicies with repar: to aneral stratewy and specific prejects and
(3) -roviding A mesns of rrovressing towards rore elshorate analvtical
arrancenents The NACP z2lonp with tqe on-zsiny Naticnal Bouschold Survey
Capability Pr"cramme (VMSCP) and ~ther sr-orammes for the irmorovenent and
develrrment of basic statistics and trainine etc. would result in the
development of intosratel svstems F national statistics serving the needs
of Afriean countrics, )

13. Althcugh MACP was launched in Decemter 1952 the full financial and staff
rescurces which will be needed for the commlete irnlemnentation »f the programne
are still beoing scught. These inclule »rincinally = chief technical adviser,

a secend snecialist, comsultants, and funling for missiom travel, trainins,
seminars and fellowshins. The Chief Technical faviser is ¢n haard and fun-s
for his services and oseraticns are beine srovided for unler ECA's rescular
bulset, Ynfortunatzly, ECA's own resources are limite! an’ it has thercfore
been found necessary to seeck outside financial ant othor ressurces for the
nroerarme,

14, Discussions i1 this rerard have been held with ths Covernment of the Republic: of
France and the + orld Park. Tor ite part the Trench Tovernment has agreed in principle
to orovide a French=spealkine expert for NACP on the uvndersta imdins that ECA will

have te find funds for mission =rgvels However, our latest information is that that
Government is exneriencing Aifficulties in 1Lentifyiny a suitakle candidate

for the post and the ECA is takin> frllcw—un action on the matter.

15, Tollowing 2 missirn tc the "orl? Pank unlertaken by the Chief, Statistics
Division, ECA, in March 1983 &~ Yigcuss Ms€P, the Bank has -~ronosel the fellowing
rropramome of essistance: (1) nrovision of two national acesunts exnerts to be
nested at the Benk's resilent mizsion in Aldis ~haba, to work on the NACP in
close cellaboration with ECS Statistics Division (7) ~rvanization of Bank-NACP
joint missions t-~ cruntries narticinnating in HAZ Lg (3) ~»rovision of fellrwships
wnH travel funls for narticiconts in trainine sewinars on national ~cecunts and
basic statistics from zxistine Bank technical assistonce nrojects., At the time
of writina this revicw, 2n aspracch maper on africon statistical develooment,
incorporatine the stratezy of the Bank's involvenent in NACP was under nreparation
by the Bark, This raver alene with the Bank's nrenosals on BACY will then bLe
submitte? to the Seninr Mannsement of the Bank for c-nsideration.

16, On its site, the FCA Statistics Division is 2iding 2 new Jimension to the
work procramae of CESS within the divisien. This invelwes tha increased
rebilization of the manpower ressurces availakle in GESS towards the immlementaticn
of NACT. To tha axtent that travel funds ne rﬁlt, staff of GESS will be under-
takinz 2dviscry missions to countries sars 3c1>at1n~ in RACY with the otbjactives

of assisting the units/sectioms with responsihility for the develomiment n

econumic statistiecs with the mremaration +f wrrk provrammes, staff training,
data collectien, “r”ce551ng, analysis nn? dissemination ~f hasgic statistics

neeled for secondary data systems like the naticnal sccrounts an? other
arnlicaticns, As envigarad, this involverment ~f GESS should require little or
no chanse in existin: ~rojects hut these will have to ha fully co-ordinared in
the context of snecific efforts t- assist African countrics without losing sicht
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of the su~verting datt hagp and Amnyenriate patoind

nlogiccl reszarch 2 nctivirie
of CESS, Undouhtedly, ﬁl‘ t“aae i1l have impliceotions for the vorkload of ECA
aratistics Division.
17. Congiderine the fact that rnly the Chiaf Technicol fdviser under NACT is nn
brard, invitations have been issued, iq the First instance to tha follewine
countries viz, Lthicpiz, € tamkia eootko, Liboria, Mouritius, Seychelles, uoﬂalla,
Sudan, Uvanda, wLarhia and (zqnz1bp ¥) Tnited Tomublic of Tanzania, O indicate their
intersst in TP 1c+1v'ti Fiva cof these cnunrr1ﬂs viz. fambin, Lesotho, Liberiz,
Zambia,. and (anz1bar) Unitod Republic of Tarzariapave alroady 1ﬂchated that they
would 1like to narticinate im the nrocvamma, [Essions have been mounted to 21l of
these countries excent Zamh a which sourht “°rf1C1ﬂﬁthH in the programme cormencing
aid 1954, In additioen, advizory missions have t~en undortaken to the Jomoros and
Ljibouti by reaulcoy stnff of the divisicn.

Progress in the implementation of WACY

15, nyring missions to sach NACT courtry, an assassment is first made of the
cxisting situation relating to vork on compilation of national accounts and the
aynilabiliity of basic datn To concents and mathods of astimation adopted are

oyamined and suspgestions for {rmroverent of the re »1iability and scope of the seriss
made. Conceptunl and mathodolocicnl issuves involved ar=s discussced in detail. £
tentative nrogramme O 1ist of items of worl. that should be taken up in the
irmediate future are discuseed, Tho surveys and ad-hoc enguiries for filling the
gans nd for sugranting the available data are indicated. The emcha sis Auring
a1l the missions has basn rainly to acsist in clarifying conceptunl and methodological
nrohlems confronting t“c national 2cceounts section and to indicate necessary further
stens., 2nce some DrOSIess. thrs baep mode the countrizs con raquest furthar follow-un
missions, The n“rt1c1th1np countries should thus be able gradually to improve their
know=how nmd exnertiss ir the ficld, leading to mora UuSe .ful and denendable statistics,
which ig the prirary obizctiva of ﬁbf“ The success of the programnme depends on the
cormitment of iadividuzl countries in drawing up gnitatle work prosramme and more

so on the corritment to raks gustaiped action in imnleorenting the agreed work
MTOCTATTS . '

D

19, Unfortunatsly, the N;SP docs not have 28 y2 :t any funds teo augment th
rasources 2vailable w1th merber States for congucflnr censuses or sample surveys.
Yo training workshoos or scminars are being nlannad ir the irmediste future for
1act of funds., 'Tith the exncctad active narticipation of the Yorld Zaonk in the
immlerentation of 11e0P it should ke possitle te preaniza a training. seminar in
1984 and nossibly every yost thereafter.

20, ALs mentioned earlicr, missions under WACH have been arranged so far (Jznuar

to June 1923) to carbia, Lesotho, Likeria and {Zn nzlbar) United Rerublic of Tanzania,
it the end of each mias s detailzd revort om the major suggestions for iTnrovenent

has teen rade and tha tentative work nmresrarme discussad. Copics of the reports

ware submitted to the ¢ ctive governrents and the concerned ngancies.

o rgsist any Franch-

91, Unfortunately, it ks not SO far beon possible
gnanking merber States unier NACD ag 2fforts nre still continuins to obtain the
amcessary funds and identifv 2 cuitable Tranch=spaaking ¢ ndidrte for the post
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Price Etatistics
Z. terk on the development of a1 co-ordinnte i syster of African orice statistics
at oroducer, wholesale, exrort levels etc. is F*Ojres irg in collaboration with

s
the U gprapisticat Cffice. Innuts into this work have heen the price data from.
African countrieg P1us more detzilsd inforration on salected primary commodities.

l_-‘—-'.' - .

23. Cories of the revised £frican nrogramme on price statistics with sugpested
nriorities a8 anﬂorspd by the focond Zession of PST in Larch 1252 and subsequently
approeved by the ECA Confersmce of Ministers at its cighth meeting in Trinoli
in 4nril 1992 For imnlementaotien by rormber States as corrensurﬂte with their
individual needs were sent to all ffrican countries in Vay 1952, This was
followed by an indquiry on »resress in the davalenrent of nrice statistics in
the li~ht of »riorities sugpested in ths revised "frican nrogramme., 4t the rime
of writing this review the follewing countries had sent in replies, viz, Alqeria,
Benin, PBotswana, Central African Penublic, Chad, Conpo, Egynt, Lquntorial Cuinesz,
Ftﬁlonlo, Ivory Zoast, Hanya, Lesctho, M2 lqwi “"ur1t1Ls,hwanda fenegal, Topo,
United Penyblic of Careroon, Unnar Vo1tﬂ and Swﬂ3113nd The renlles show that all
the countries listed shove excent one ~re corniling ore or more price index
nunhers,

24, It may be recalled that a wcrllnﬁ groun on mrice statistics was convened in
June 1979 in 4ddis 2baba. . follow-up meetine scheduled for Cctober 1923 to
review the nrogress and relnvanc” of the work nresrarre for the developrment of
nrice statistics forrulated by the first working grous arnd discuss further stens

eeded to achieve its basic ocbiects, was not convanzd dus to f1nanc111 constraints.,
Efforts to ohtain external funding For the working srou~ tc be convened in 19°3
were not successful, Fovtuﬁﬂtply, the Statistical 2ffice of the European
COﬂPunltl s arreed te dsvots time to se~s of the agenda items nrenosed for this

cting 1n its Internsationni Forﬁar1””n“rgject = Africs Phage TV-neetlnn whlch
covvened in Addis Ababa, just tefers our aresent recting.

25. ”itH rezard to the Interpational Cormerison Preject (ICF) it should be notnd
that the -roject is now in its feurth ““1~n (1070*1? 34) and “hat the Statistical
Cffice of the Furonean Cormumity (S0%CY is the co“orﬁln ting apency. During the
current fourth round of crmmarisons the zeal of the ICP has been to extend CAverage
to about 70 countries bot with reduced commarisons of itsom contained in tha three
earlier phases, Fiftzen ;frlc 'n ocountries viz. Rotewann, Ethiep i1 Ivery Couat,
Penya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Morocee, Hiperia, ueqpﬁﬂl Swaziland, Tunisia,
Uniter Renublic of Camorocn, Unxtnﬂ “a“ub11c of Tanzenin qno uhﬁblﬂ are taking

nart in the current =nhass 13 asainst re Africap country anong the 10 countrles in
Phase 1, only Kenya amcng 16 countries in Phase II :md Kenya y Malawil ard Zambia out
cf 34 cnuntrl s in Phase ITI. $€NEC faveurs the Further cxrcansion of the nroject

in Zfrica tc the extent ~f erm bracing all Jfrican countries in Phase V. At its
twenty-seceond session, 2-15 ¥arch 1993 the UY Statistical Cormiission 2ccorded the
ICP high =ricrity and suenested that ermhasis he piven tec comnleting Phase IV
comparisons and nlanning Phase V.

2€. It should be added that the EZf Sceretariat is rzking every effort to establish
2 cleser relationshin between ICP and the wrere zemeral effort of tht African regicn
to develon ~rice statistics, which include the wrensed new
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inter—agency Drogramme. he existing separation of the two projects is
detrimental to a2ll aspects cf orics statistics Jevelopment in the ragion
and, with the anticinated extension of 10T to mere african countries in
its next phase, th: nosition can ecasily become worse. Ideally, the
methodological fromework and the date requirements »f ICP shculd be
Jeveloped in such a way that thoy take intc account the rajuircments of
the world programme as well as those of regional endaavours.

V. Industrial Statistics

7. During the past two yoars work has continusd nn the develenment of a
dnta base comnrising files on general industrial statistics, comradity
sroduction, index numbers of industrial productiop and enersy statistics.
Various sources including aaticnal and internaticonal ~qublications have been
used, but therc is still 2 saricus problem of govs in the ~eneral industrial
atatistics series available at ECA.

28, As was mentiomed in the previcus mesting ~f this committee, the UN
Statistical Office has central resnonsibility for the eollection of industrial
datn from all countries of the greld., The ECi's nart is therefore to fulfil

a surmorting rele with respect tn the africsn regiom, by ensuriny that
reliable, up-to-date and =dequate data 2re sent ravularly by member Statas

te the central cellectine nrint, for it is frov this central ccllecting

ncint that data are conied to ECA for inecrnoration in its own files.

29, The »rcblem however Anes not soem to 117 solely with lags in the
Jisseminaticn of industrial data. In 2 number of cruntries industrial 4ata
series especinlly for the informal sectrr ars not ayailable. This situation

is unfortunate since prometion of industrial develotwent in the African region
in general, anl in anch African country in sarticular, constitutes a fundamental
spti-n in the total rance of activities in th~ 'Plan of nction for the
implementaticn of the Monrovia stratepy for the sermorie develeopment of africa'.
Industrial statistics development should therefere rank hich in the list of
~riorities even in countries where industry is still in its infancy. The ECA
has continued its missicns to counfries to ascertain the necds of natienal
statistical ~ffices in deveicpins more comprehensive and timely industrial

Jota. However, because ~f lirited resources, the nusber cf country visits
undertaken latcly has been small.

v, Tmnlomentation of the 1923 Uerld Pregramme € Industrial Statistics

30, Within the fromework of the 1983 dorld Urorromme o Industrial Statistics,
the third programme of the rin? crranized under the ausnices »f the Unite!

Maticons Statistical Crmmission, the two errlisr rropramnes havine been crianized
in 1963 and 1573, 2 Rerivncl Tadustrial Census Trainin:z Wrrkshon for French-
sneakins African cruntrics was held in Jauuary/Fehruary 1982 in Dakar (Senegal),
under the co-sponscrshin +f the Munich Centre fox rAvaneed Training in Aoplied
gratistics, UNIDO and EC.. The werkshon which was a follrw-up to 2 similar one
convened for Envlish-gpeaking African countries in Addis Ataba in January/February
1962 unler the co-snonsorship ~f the sane agencies,concentrated mainly on the
review ~f the over—all slannin?, cr—srdination and direction ~f national census
emerations. Twenty ctaristicians from the Fallowins countries narticinatad in the
mroprasmes Rururdi, Central African Renublic, Chad, Congo, Cabon, Guinea Guinea-
Bissau, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Mali, Morocco, Niger, Senegal, Tero, United Republic

~f Cameroon and Zaire.
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42. While it is aporeciated that at the courtry level there exists some gaps
in the putlication of derived data such as national secounts and balance of
paynents there certainly exists a mass of a'ministrative data such as external
trade, sovernment revenue and exrenditure, by - utroducts of administrative
records =~ including production and nrice data which are realily availabla and
can be cellected, processed and nublished without much time lag. It is quite
possible that a geol nuimber of statistical services in the regicn are compiling
and publishing these statistics, “ut for a number of countries the material is
either not available at ECA or when availahle is out-of-date.

43, For derivel data like the nationel accounts the »osition is somewhat
different, Here the main Problen lies with the availability of consistent and
comprehensive basic data series for bBench-mark ysars such as censuses and
surveys on agriculture, population, industrial production ete, for compilaticn
of the accounts, To overcome these difficulties, 2 variety of methods have
been rescrted to including ad-hoc collection of lata on coriculture, inldustry,
distribution zte.

44, The result is that the naticnal accounts for some eountries have heen
published with 2 tire lag cf up to five years, ty which time these staristics
have become so belated that they are of no use for nlznning and policy
formulaticn, .

45, The situvation points to the neec for countries to endeavour to strengthen
their statistical infrastructure and to develon their basic Jdata series. NACP
should offer some scluticn in this recard especially as it aims at ensuring

that naticnal work on economic statistics is nronarly manaced in the context

of precise actien - nroprammes and ticetables which reflect country requirements.
However, as ncted abeve, the success of the "regramme will depend to a great

extent on the cormitment of individual countries to the work programme and
sustained action in its implementation.

46, It cannot be cver emnhasized that the establishrent and maintenance of a
comprehensive and un-to~date regional data base in the secretariat depend

largely on the sunpart of the member Stotes whom the system is intended to

serve. 1t is thereforca conditio sine qua non that efferts be made by statistical
services in the region to Lrine up-to-date their statistical »ublicaticns

and to forward copies of these publications on o regular basis to the Chief,

ECA Stotistics Division, TPublications ceuld be sent either by nnst, preferably
air nail, or throuph the vocd offices of the Unite? Maticns Develooment Prograrre
2esident Renrcsentative in the country,

47. Whatever the Jifficulties, an ivprovement of the statistical system
constitutes an intearal nart of a cruntry's ceonomic an! social develorment,
While it is well annreciated that there may be prohlems of resources te improve
the statistical system, and rhat the necessary skills may not all he availatble,
it must be noted that statistical services in the rerien can with the available
rescurces and better manasement effect much needed irrrovement to their
activitizs, The conduct of censuses, for example, may drain the limited
resources available for statistical activities if special budsetary nrovision for
ther is not made, to the Jetriment ~f the immedinte need tc pProduce current
ecenomic statistics, But the cost of collecting, processine and Jdisseminatine
economic statisties such as sxternal trade, »rice 2nd nroducticn indexes, so
vital for identifyine short—term nrice movensnts, transnert and comrunicaticn
statistics ete, is small comnared to census operations., Modern and rroperly
desigmed samnle surveys can preduce as z.0d as if not Retter results without much
delay and at consideratly lower cost than 2 complete enumeration attennted by
censues,
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48, Essertinl requirements far the imnrovenent of statistics in ceneral and
cconcmic statistics in narticular, are coumitment to tha task and the rizht

orler of »riorities. Once the cowmitment his been mace apd the pricrities
“etermined, yans in technical capabilities can te identifiz? and filled., In

this connexicn, countries should take advantaze of rCararmes desi~na? Ly the

nrp to enatle then to improve their basic statistics, One such nropramme 1is

the Africen Househol? Survey Capahility Vropracme (AnSCT) Aessicned to penerate
timely informaticn on 2 varicty ~f ancio-ceomomic subjiects. in~ther is the NACP,
4  mechapisn to larrove Lasiec lata on general ceonemic statistics such as industry,
aoriculture, transhort and cormunicaticns, Jigtributicn, ~rices etc. and create
nermancnt canakilities for the crmmilation of national aceounts in enuntries of
the resion.
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