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I.. Introduction

1. Since the last report to the Statistics Cocniittee of the Joint Conference
of Planners, Statisticians and Demographers (PSD) in March, 1?82 work has
continued in the General Economic Statistics Section (GESS) of thp ECA
Statistics Division under the following headings; i. national accounts,
finance and price statistics, ii, industrial statistics, iii. agriculture
transport and communications and tourism statistics. Work on external trade *
statistics_is done in the International Trade and Elated Statistics Section
in the division. *

JJ- ?T3«"?onal Accounts

2._ Advisory services to ECA Mwber States on national accounts h*ve been
maintained since the last report on activities in this area to this Coramittee.
.-inc- April 11,82 missions have been undertaken to 12 countries to examine the
S ,.,?f.the n'?tl-onal accounts work, to suggest i^rovei^nts in the senpo
reliability and tunslincss of the estimates nnd in son-e cases to assist in their
compilation. Of Late, the emphasis durinp the missions has shifted from
nd-*icc compilation of estimates t,■■ assistance in national capability building.

3. From follou-un missions and feed-backs, it is gratifying to record that
many_of the recommendations and suggestions fjr improvements made during these
missions hrve in the majority of cases been incorporated into the accounts,
.owever it should be noted that in a number of c,seS scrips riaos still exist
in the basic data available for conpilir.P the estimates and that"improvements
m the statistical data collection system are clearly called for. Some of the
parameter : i h ii

y y called for. Some of

use: in the estimation ,?rs now ,ut-of-dato and do not idequatelv
retiect the current economic situations in the countries.

Nevertheless the ne,d fnr reliable and con^arable national accounts series
the country sub-rsgional and regional levels has never been n re

rf?^^ f h^rf?1^^ °f thC S^Cretari^ ^ Preparir* estimates of gross doLetic
product and r^latec aSPrt,gateS for all Africa countries has continued, and
every otfort is being nia^c to closely associate this w-:rh with the rePi.n^l
aavisory services -m national accounts.

5.

the rost
In soitn of this, th;. TrOrk has not been without difficulties. Bv f-r
st innortant nroblen has been the non-availability in the secretarial of

indicators -f current economic perfornanc, of countries. Special efforts by
the ^cretarxat to collect this information through a short questionnaire sent
out early each y.ar and also tho circulation t, Member States of the secretariat's

^f^"v?"y "tinate8 cf mJrr ""-ti^il accounts a33reSrt3s in the first quarter ^
of ec.ci.year have not ^icnorate 1 sufficient r.ssnr-nst fron countries.

6. The need for the, socrutari-it's worl; on country and regional estates is
further strengthen- by the fact that a ,,neral ti,e lag .f^bout two yea^s exists

£t~ "ut'"S ^ "^ r:^-n ln fC ™il^-^y cf official national accounts
-f/fri^n r T ^.nitor,^; an-i nssossinp ec-nonac proffr^s and performance
cf African countries, providing factual ir,foration as a basis for the formulation
cf intra-.frican ?ro:ects of ro;;iraal ^ sub-r,,io,al co-o.eration ^ economic
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7. It is appreciated that yvt of the reas-n_ fr* the

national accounts statistics i.. •- - - ^ .\-*«nnfQ r^^nbilitv
i o It ? s fo be ho^ed that the Kational utLi'UULa v>^k<j 4. ^

Prorrarra (NACP)^^ about'which will he said later in this report, will
adequately address these issues.

8 The national accounts project under which EGA ha-^ be^n ^^..^^^L^
services and on-the-job training to '^^^^^^^i"^ It w?n be recalled
the past sTeYe™\y^"s^ allocated a sum of US? 350 000'

'ath^nrnjpct: (rS/78/O61)V ^iv?. incrcsed assistance to African L^ast

s:

included in the UNDP third pro-racnm^

,. BacauSe of the rreat i-ncrtn-ce J^f^^^^J^^
Planners, Statisticians and D^no-ra-hers attache t this . s ,ct ^
a'vL-ry services, the ECA has retained the services .f the Ch«. Technical

'. 3visr;r, National Accounts.

Statistics Coraittae sessL,n _ o = t-hlishn«--
possibility vhich EGA iiscuss^ at that scss^r wa thc es . -^Uat

Katicnal Accounts toahhty p^^: jt^t w"^ "at the cstablish^nt of

more ^. .

ordinatec ?.irt of African statistical services

11. Fortunately,

•

has been launchc . It 3 s c

e^a^hility f devoid ^ricrm country,
-, fi ,1 » n-c n-t-i-nr'l .icc^unts statistics. Tn.;

little to the generation cf basic data £l-ws and ?z

■„, nt ca-ahilitv huildfn- as opposed to ad-hoc technical
12. The rro-rar-ne airas at ca,-aui.Ut> . uii^ , " >nr narinnal accounts in
assistance orations and at .nsurin^ a^r;^r^ ace f^ ^"countrie8- The
the intorrated statistical^syst^s N^n: -.^i ^^ ^y ^ n,tinnal .lCCounts to

achievement rf this objective shoulr it is h ., « ^.^^ 'for .eneratin-
-erforn three continume functions: (1) PrMvi.in * *-ul:fc^ .^f4stic^l
wpU-S-Priced flows of data fro.- the subject divisions of the statistical

""* ""and'itB field survey ,r,anizations, (2) sorvm^ as a tool f,,r



ST/ECA/P3D.3/23
Page 3

integrating and analysing ecrn-ric cV-it?. fy r the formulation of short and
lon^-tern policies ^ith rerar- to ^cneral strate-y and specific projects and
(3) ircvidm^ a means of -r^ressinp towards nore elaborate analytical
arrangements. The NACP alonr with the on-ycir..-- National Household Survey

Capability Programme (NHSCP) and other -r-^raianes for the improvement and
development of basic statistics and training etc. would result in the
development of integrated systems of national statistics serving the needs
of African countries.

13. Although MAC? T,Jns launched in December 1932 the full financial and staff
resources which will be needed for the connlete irolerantation of the programme
are still bomK scusht. These include principally a chief technical adviser,
a second specialist, consultants, and funding for mission travel, training
seminars and fellowships. The Chief Technical Adviser is on board and funds

for his services and operations are beinr provided for un3er ECA's regular
budget. Unfortunately, ECA's own resources are limited and it has therefore
been found necessary to seek outside financial anJ other resources for the
programme,

1*. Discussions in this regard have been hel'* with the Government of the Reoublio of
France and the Vorld Bank. For its part the French Government has agreed in principle

to provide a French-speaking expert for N^CP on the understanding that ECA will
have to find funds for mission travel- However, our latest information is that that
Government is experiencing difficulties in identifying a suitable candidate
for the post and the EGA is takin~ frllcw-un action on the matter.

15. Following a mission tc the Uorl-1 Bank undertaken by the Chief, Statistics
Division, ECA, in March 1983 t- discuss N-CP, the Bank has -ronosed the following
programme of assistances (1) provision of two national accounts experts to be
posted at the Bank's resident nission in Addis Ababa, to work on the NACP in
close collaboration with ECA Statistics Division (?) -r-anization of B«nk-N4CP
joint missions t- countries oarticipatinP in KAC?S (3) provision of fellowships

and^travel_funds tor participants in training seminars on nation?! accounts and
basic^statistics froic -xistin;' Bank technical assistance orojects. \t the time
of writing this revir.w, an aooroach naper on African statistical development
incorporating the str-te.-y cf th- Bank's involVcr^nt in NACP was un^er preparation
by thp. Bank. This ^a-<er alcnc with the Bank's orooosals on NAG? will then bo
subnutte-J to the Senior Mana?:enent of the Bank ?_, r consideration.

16. On its si-^a, tha ECA Statistics Division is adding a new dimension to the
work pro-ramue of CESS within the division. This involves thn increased
nobilization of the narrower resources available in GESS towards the ir^lenentatim
of NACF. To the extent that travel funds nerrlt, staff of GESS will be un^r-
takm-_ advisory missions to countries ^ar-icioating in NAC? with the objectives
of assisting the units/sections with responsibility for tTia .IovpI- oir-nt of
ec^nonic statistics with the nrsparati-™ ?f work pro^rames, staff"training,
data collection, pr-cessinR, analysis r.n-J dissemination -:f b^sic statistics*
needed for secondary data systems like the national accounts an--1 other
applications. As envisaged, this inv-lvenent -f GESS should require little or
no change m axistin- -r-jacts but th«se will have to be fully co-orUrn ted in
the context of specific efforts t-- assist African countries without losing si^ht
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,.™Tir^t- T-t-o^olo^ic?! ressr.rch activities
.in have Plication, for the workload of «,

Wrd, invitations have been issued ,n th first 1 Seychelles, E<r»li»,

: S

would like to ^rtici^tc iri ^f.

these countries exce.t Znnbi. ^

itiif3: 1^4. In addition, ^visory
Djibouti by re^ukr st«ff of the division.

in the propramne corrnencinf.

^.rtaken to the Conoros d
-

adooted are

3. =«ring .
.istinB situation rel-.txf

^e. Conce.tu.1 and -thodolo,ic.l ™^™™J£ ^^^ ln the
tentative Oro-ta.™ or list o. it^s ■ ^ enquiries for filling the
irradiate future arc discussed. .h< -urytys ..nc etrohasis during
WO8 and for augT.-.ntiaR the avaxlable d,t, are indie ££• ^ and Kethodolo8ical
all .th« missions has baSr. reinly to aeeist in =^;^ | cflte necess3ry further
nrobleos confronting the national accounts «»^; fijrther follow-m

stens. Once sone process .has ^.^^/^f^He Rradu^lly to i^rove^their
missions. The participating couatt.t.. snou^ ^^ UBefur ind dependable statistics,

know-how and expertise ir, the tx^ifl, ----__ :uc..= gs of the oroqraime depends on the

which is the nrirary obi"ctivo o.. m-i • - ^ - , jr oro?raT3r,o and more
lo^itcent of individual countries _ m dr™ up su t -c^. ^ ^^
so on the corr.itr.ent to take sustai.^. nctic i - --.. 1- ■

nroprrsnr.fl.

-, ^ i.r-"'docs not hrvr -s yet any funds to augcent the
1Q. Unfortunately, th, 11.-< do.s not ^'-v- J t /censuS(iS or sanole surveys,
resources available with ne-.ber .,tates or conouc.in icciediate future for

Ho training workshops or seminars ■«;.*:1""![-?^;ion of thli World Sank in the
l,.ck of funds. 'Tith the «^^ctad acti^ p r.ici^ io training seminar in
innlerentation of !*C? it should te po8siV,lte to or.,.niJ-

1984 and possibly every year thereafter.

, ,,,(,„ ynv. i..en ^rran?ei so far (January
20. As mentioned earlier, passions .mder^^.^ United^ Republic of Tanzania

to June 1933) to Garbia, Leso ho L .^er U SWjgestion8 for iT.prcv

At ^ ^ f ^ftS3"r-?4 ; ;—, discussed. Copies of .the reoorts
dt tV- Active ?overn^ts an, the concerned a.encies.

?1. Unfortunately, it fe? -40 far^been .ossib

^ candidate for the post



ST/ECA/PSO.3/23

Pape 5

Price Statistics

22. TJork on the development of a co-ordinated system of African orice statistics
at producer, wholesale, ex-ort levels etc. is -ro-ressir;? in collaboration with

the UN -statistical Cffice* Inrcuts into this work have beep, the price data from
African countries"1115 r-ore <tetrdled information on selected primary corasodities.

23. Copies of the revised1 African" "roar--jTnire on price statistics with swpested
priorities as endorsed by the Second Session of PS!> in March 19G? and subsequently
approved by the EGA Conference of Ministers at its eighth rasctinp in Tripoli
in April 19*2 for implementation by nerber f-tates as coianensurate vith their
individual needs were sent to nil African countries in. c^v 1982. This was
followed by an inquiry on -.repress in the dfiv.?lon.*rent of -.rice statistics in
the li-ht of orioritiss suggested in th^ revised African "rosrarane. At the time
of writinn this review the following countries had sent in replies, viz, Algeria,
Benin, Botswana, Central African republic, Chad, Coneo, Egypt, Equatorial Cuine*[
Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Kanya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Kwanda Senegal, Togo,
United Republic of Cansroon, Unoer Volta and Swaziland. The renlias show that all
the countries listed above except one are cornilin^ one or nore price index
numbers.

24. It nay be recalled that a working sxoup on price statistics was convened in
June 1979 in Addis Ababa. A follow-up reetin^ scheduled for October 1933 to
review the progress and relevance of the work prcs-nsre for the development of
price statistics formulated by the first working erour and discuss further ste^s
needed to achieve its basic objects, was not convened due to financial constraints.
Efforts to obtain external funding for the working rrou- to be convened in 1983
were not successful. Fortunately, the Statistical Office of the European

Coraciunities agreed to devot- tine to so-ff of the a?^nda items proposed for this
reatms m its International CoraarisonProject - Africa Phase IV-meetin^ which
convened, in Addis .Ababa, just before our present Keatinp.

25. Uith rs-ard to the International Conparison Prciect (ICP) it should be not^d
that the project is now in its fcurth Phase (1979-1984) and -hat the Statistical
Office of the European Community (SOSC) is the co-ordinatinp agency. During the
current fourth round of connarisons the ^al of the ICP has been to extend coverage
to about 70 countries but with reduced cooarisons cf it-n contained in tha thre-
earlier phases. Fifteen Afric-n countries viz. -otswar.% Ethicpin, Ivory Coast
•'enyn, Madagascar, Malawi. «?.li, Morocco, Niferin, General, Swaziland, Tunisia,
Uniter Republic of Cameroon, United Pe-ublic of Tanzania and Zambia are taking
-art in the current nhase as against do African country anon? the 10 countries in
Phase 1, only Kenya anong 16 countries in Phase II ,.md Kenya, Malawi and Zambia out
cf 3i countries in Phase III. POF.C favours the further sxnansion of the project
in Africa tc the extent of embracing all African countries in Phase V. ^t its
twenty-second session, 2-16 March 1933 the UN Statistical Commission accorded the

ICP hiph priority and sue^asted that enr>hasis be p.iv&n to cornleting Phase IV
comparisons and ^lanninr? Phase V,

?6. It should be added that the EC Secretariat is nakine every effort to establish
a closer relationship between ICP and the puts -cneral effort of" the African region
to devalon -rice statistics, which include the prc—ssd new
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^o PxLstinp separation of the two projects is
inter-agency programme. *h%ex"^n* °;?*ticB ,Vvolopment in the region
detrimental to all aspects cf ?r c« fustics e p ccuntries in
and, with the antici,atcd<extensxon I. U- ^ d the
its next phase, the position can easily b^o^ ^rse. ^

the world nrcgrnme as well as those cl rt

V. Industrial Statistics

• .- «t rv,~ v-ars w-rk has continued nn the development of a
27. During trie past tw. y-ars w'r" n? , . , s^^ti«tics, comr.odity
data base comprising files nn general rmoistri. .^. ene^ statistics.

production, index numbers of ^tl(lu^tri':Ji.^^^i"n^l -iublicatiocs have b-en
Various sources including national an^ in .i- -^ - - ^neral industrial
used, but there is still n ssric-us problem of ^-» m th . .,
statistics series available at EC;,.

28. As w,E nentioned in th, previous .-.tin, rt ^
Statistical Office h,s central res^nsibility f.t th. ---X f
data fro. all countries of the ucrlo ^^^C^ ^ Lsurinr that
a supporting role with respect o £e ^rxc^ r.gi n y meiiber Stat3s
reliable, up-to-date and adequat, t. arc s.nt i y ccUectin
tc the central crllectin. ""tnt for xt f;- th . f.l
point that data are crrci-- tc -u. t^r me .

29. The ,rcblf hov-ever does not e

Jissenination of industrial aata In

series especially for the infc rnal s.ct-r
is unfortunate since P--txon o inaust a

in general, and in each African cr-ant ir

cti^n in the total rar^e of activities in

inplanentation of the Monrovia

industrial statistics dcvelop^

priorities even in countries

has continued it

r

r ■ '-

th

the

el^ with la^s in the
^ industrxal data

This situ,tion

" t hs African region

crnstitutcs a fundamcntal
^^ ^

^elc^nt of Africa'.
■ ^ Ust &f

" ip its infancy. The EC4

Se needs of national
and timely industrial

o£ country vlslts
undertaken lately has been snail.

„,

^orldi 7730. Within the framework of t..

k third Procra^e of the kind ^
Nations Statistical C-mission, the tw.
in 19M and 1973, a Rerional Industrial
s'eakin. African countries was held in J™
under the CO-sponsorshi, ^f the ^£-n
Statistics, UHIDO and EGA The worK,

convened for En,lish-s-,eakin? African ™

19S2 under the co-s.or-sorship of the sane ^

review nf the over-all olannin^ ^^^^
operations. Twenty statistioia

rorrance of Industrial Statistics,

" iu... nuSnic.->s of the Unite!r th; . u^ic ^ ^^.^

. ^ Hcrksho<, for French-

" iq83 in Dakar (Senegal),
y 1 _ ^ ^

for -^-^ tc a sicilar one

, ^ a ; jnnuary/February

' ^^trated trainly on the
^ .£ nntional census
untriss participated in the

Guinea. Guinea-
*o,,. ,nited Ke.ublic

of Car«eroon and Zaire
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country atior in the
questionnaire ssnt by tho try
world, Twenty-five *fric^ cm

h

^:- c-f -^.ticiratcd

' "^ re"H"'3 to j
«'»tri-s of tl .

32.

aterized vlrt ar^rara
rn^xn concern hovnvar h«s b-o

th

th

. The

h*t u^-to-dntio. ir.f»TiV, or^^'i ■l:':91"r£r?VG: !C Pao:3ld bn- stated however
ecretiri^t for , PMd" mmber' n'' c«ur'tri^ - !.C^iSt}cs t? P^ -^ilable in the

that h^e K^en ^n^biisVed with "courfri"^ '"" ' ^^ ^ S"llt" °^ th tthe

33. Lac?: of ad^unt-, financir.l res^urr.-^ Et-P ^,v,, .,., ..
undertaking is ^ny ccuntry missings ,g ^ ^", rC;"- V f";
m imroyin^ thH ni^linr.FS ars accurarv'nf ^v'ir" ^t -r^rt^f ]
n study ls .mnnod for 1^ in .hich th- ^r'r-Xli*\£\ ^ ****' ^^>
tho reasons for the difficulfrios ^ounr^'wt ^ ^-^"-vour to tmd out
statistics in EC. ,^ber ft^tes ,^t^s;\ !u t ? r-'" ^^^^ trade
xistmt? situ-ition. ^-^Jt.or.s for t^- m-r^v^^r-t of the

f ]
****'

n of total tr*.d^ «^s ^~^t~^ 7 ^ ^^ S^ri'":S A
Sories C - Su^.ry tsblcs hav^'ecntinu^-^^n0- "!? "^y country,
manual -rccesGin^ of Scries p. '-, i^«n ^-' "^ ;";%-;-te . ih-3 ^

ticsl Office dwp\ -L ,= ^-: ,'• ■7-:7?tlor- r7It:i th
encountered h«vo been dua'^^n'^^ ^ x^^ "^ ^XCh '"" ba?r"
facilities, ^ritl dJ '^ '^V^
serious consideration is he^'nr fjvpr *-■- ry ■ ."^.'i •' ""'"" " '"' ~13 r-'tv-'ir^s
Series 2 publication ot,6 having Vjk™ t*V-'"v- ^^^ ty.°': "h?l9in=* ^ut th^
"hich is new b^in^ indued ir^WW^j-i**^ "abllc'ltion ')f th^ inf^rmaticn

o^the^Hop^'ic^l.^f^0"1^5' «ctiv^^s in connection with the d^v^lo^ent
of file, ce^tinues to be thst on eyrp'm-l'c^i"^ ^S ^ bulkiest set
accounts data hsv* bGen cor^utsrised pd^" ^^'u^lc-^tTZr ^x?.n?tlon"1
countries, but H.^f-n fr.r *-rt«««* • , , ' . '"'■" "ir ■:--i --iric^n

been con^utarised or*
countries, but d.?.tn for r-c-m v-,™ ^.i

in the absence c? ^^ '1 i "^ lfh.3r^o«ion of EC^ astimtes
Sfcc1 for
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^ It will b- rec^l-- th~t the avisir.n cr-rrioo -ut tuo inquiries in 197;:-,
ih* firsVcollec'te^ ->t* on mo1, -r tra^ort -J corr-unications f?r the ?en..^
1967-1974 f.h.- soc-n:l related t- th -- or—niz::tic r. ^r rnc collection e^
trnn^'rt an- cmruniction rtatis'ics. "ueb -f the r "terial f^r the^t-: L-,s
™"*tr-ws-nrt and c--iuiu.cnti -ns statistics hr.3 <: w ircrr. those- inquiries, Kut

the neterinl n«>e ^o t^ "■-: u-;—.1 it•:■■!..

37 ^c-ntiv, th., Trr.ns-v-rt, Or^ic-r- -nr. "r^ TourT sr. «;ivisi'>n :£ ^ha
secr-t-->ri.^t v:i tb thj. hnl- -(: c^Gult.^nc: s -rvicos c-.U-cta^; -to r-i-Mr- t.-

^e--ti^ -n.1 nr.rjor in the f^.l-s / f :-r:^ lcastiT»- -r-' r;st -nJ. t.?lo-
enr-.unicritirr-.s fr^ cuntrios. The Srif.iPtics irivisim^is :yl'?m-.: vith

csssin^ -f the r^.teri^l whic>. iff cs^ctr: t:.- 1 - -uMir^v.'1 svu.
-IT- --

I". Other Economic ^tntistics

W Th-- qccr^t.-ri^i-'s v^rk -■n the ^vcb^mt .-? *a?.2 !^so oorifiF in
.-•ricultur.-, th- -uMic soct.s -xt^rnril transactions an..! t-urisra statistics
hnS ',?(>r n.-?nt:.iiPc^. Th, wrrl- is 'o^ V/ L^r.u::l o-. er-ti'-.-ns, Lut ^ct-ls are
}.Mn-* w-rkc1 --.ut frr coiv.utcrir^tinr -f t^o v^t-rial .in-', in .-. f.'w cases _
rtVutariziti-n has actu^.Uv start-:, /--^r th- ^wnt however, r-r^ority is f>,

yiven t^ crnnutcriz:itic-n -f -'af-. s-rr^r, -.".3':^ tVr the -\fric7n Statistical

X. Av.iilability o^ T cnr.nipic Statistics

39 JThcv.-h wr.rk -^ the ri-Vil^r^n- -f a :ata baso an," c-r-uterizc-: files
in ^n-ri'c statistics h'-s ^-:m nr.ir.t*i*,-\ " n-W c?3tr«int is tha ^vail::.iU ,
c . , ^,. T- ,,-^ujjhj., io ^r Ht- -n r'-'o UC;, tr-n official or soni-

■ if current "at". Lv -t-. n .iiit- xs ....... . ....... -t. - 1Ov-o

rffici--! arurc:s. ^he attach;..:: t«Mo r,h:,WG th-. ;--siti. r ^:y c.-untry m June 19^,
-r tha l^tos+; y^-«r fc/r "hi.ch a part"? cul::r s.irios 77a? -vailaMa.

LO. F^r national accounts, the latest- .,^r f-r rtdc* -.ffici-al .Mta were avails
was 1981 an1 th^ ^ato vor. frt 10 countries -nly, occountioo f^r 5^ .<er cent ,t
the GTV' ^V^-v^l—am' Africa f-. r that vear. Vet?, were mostly in respect of GDF
oy\ini '{ ^ccrcipic activity, expenditure r-r. GHl-s c-oit-1 f. rr?.ti-m (by^ty-^ "f

tv-^-f -urchnse/ -r \v"kin.^"f activity -r industry) -vy external transactions.
L-test .-V-m in resect of the -u1 lie sxt-r were for 19B? f -r 9 countries, not
oil ^Urt^i-« shrwin- ^iincti-nal o-o ,c-r-ric cl-assific-.ti'-ns "f. expenditure.
^l.nrc^ of -lyp^nfs -r..-1 external trar.s-ctir-nn ,:ata for 19'il in r-soect f
22 c-untries aal 5 countries res-ortively. For -n-rrl industrial statistics

the litest oata relate'1 t~. 1910 in-.1 -ore ir reject .f 2 countries ,.nly,

41. The ^resent -^sit^.en ~c re-ards tae -vail.,,il,^ ■■■/^IC1- "r ""'^

r.fficial J"ta in the ficl'. ;r ec-ncoic statistics h- l,£\ is far fr-r. satisfact-ry.
Attenots t<- i^;r-ve on the situation '-'y r ---.uestir^ countries f sen.: tu the
s«cr«tari.it co-ies :f th.ir statistical -vo llcati; n:- have —nerally n-t o-:er _

r i t ■ * c ^^ ■;*-■-:-■ -i--f-i ;T'H"-■ :- • n^f"- tri'11 s- ^e countries
very successful. in fc'^it; ■'■ - znP^.^ i.- j = r- ^i ■y-1-^ :. "■■ 1-- - ■ ^ ^

h,-v- re-uiirly sent their -uhlicAti.::-s t- ECJ:, v-it there ari i ",^" uu.-.'jcr o,

rtber countries which have r,--t ' ,en srn'-jnc- their -uM; cnti-ns, an. tuo over

all position seers to have 'etori-rat-o in r. ce
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^h/^^V5 aP'£r<;ci?ted th3t at the country level there exists scrce g«rs
in the publication of derived data such as national accounts and balance of
payments there certainly exists a mass of administrative data such as external
trade ^overnnent revenue and expenditure, by - products of administrative
records -including production and price data which are readily available and
can be collected, processed and oublishe* without much time lag. It is quite
possible that a good nunber of statistical services in the region are connilL
and publishing these statistics, but for a number of countries the material is
either not available at ECA or when available is out-of-date. mterial 1S

4ii*»J7+ S t ^ikG thG nati™al accounts the position is somewhat
different. Here the ram problem lies with the availability of consistent and
comprehensive basic data series for bench-nark years such as censuses and
surveys on agriculture, population, industrial production etc. for compilation
of the accounts. To overcome these difficulties, a variety of methods have

l* naticnal ^counts f,r some countries have been

ttir ^^T^ l°intS tO the Deed f°r countries t, endeavour to strengthen
their statistical infrastructure and to develop their basic data series. HACP
should offer some solution in this regard especially as it aims at ensuring
that national work on economic statistics is ^Parly mana-ed in the context
of precise action - propraiaaes and timetables which reflect country requirements
However, as noted above, the success of the ^ogranme will de.end to a "reT
extent on the commitment of individual countries to the work oropranne and'
sustained action in its inplenentntion. .rograame ana

serve

^ CVer er^hasized th-^ the establishcent and maintenance of a
:t u^to"^te regional data base in the secretariat denend

f"*u^Zrt °f the. ««*« States whon the system is intended to

resident Representative in the country.

47. Whatever the difficulties, an inprovemunt of the statistical system
constitutes an nte,ral part of a country's ccononic an.! soci^wlopne

;i £^

operations. Modern and

t r^/:r i^s^iriprcduce as^;od as if nct tetter -suits s^
censLs? COMlc''»«"y lower cost than 0 collet, enumeration attenpted by
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.-.etcnrinPA — in technical c?abxIxt-s c -;.c -^^s ,„. . by the
this connexion, countries shouH^^^^ :cs> One such propranC i

bl th to «,r=TC the r sic "™X
this connexion, co ^^^^ cs> One such propranCa is
EM t= enable then to «,r=TC the r sic "™X(A1TSC?) flesipnaU to generate
the African Household Survey >?J 1 ^ Objects. Aether is the MACE.

^counts in countries

1 ^ Objects. Aether is the .

S 3-££ ^counts in countries o,

the rc-ion.
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