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REPORT OF DEMOGEAPHIC ACTIVITIES

1,:, In recognition of the importance of the population factor in plan

ning for economic and social development, the former Demographic tTnit':

h$s "been raised to the level of a Section. ^ Attempts are also "being

made to strengthen the activities of this'Section "by recruitment of :' ■"•■'

additional, staff, ■ '■ ' ■ -: :'

2» The.analytical study of the recent demographic levels and, trends

in Africa has "been "revlsed'to take account "of' the more'tip-to-^da'te and-

accurate information available. This is scheduled'for publication in

the ECA Bulletin. The most important findings are the increase -in the

rates of the growth of populations in almost all African countries,' owing

to the lowering of' the death rates and the constants high■ Mrth rates,

with prospects for'-furtheir acceleration of the population growth in the

near future3 the increasing- pace of 'urbanization| and;. th.e over—whelming

predominance of agriculture and related industries in contrast, to, manu

facturing and other "modern" industries,

"3» Projections of population of Africa (for five sub-regions ."by. age and

sex) for internal use within the secretariat were made up to '2000. A.3). on

different assumptions, of the future behaviour of the fertility, and

mortality components. The "medium" population projection envisages the

growth of - population from 273 million in I960 to about 457 million .in

I98O. Xan increase of 67 p.er cent)3 after which the rate of growth may.

slacken*- ... ..,. ....... .,!:.
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4, Long range progr^mie_onuj:emogrj:pbJ^^^u^e^_j.n Afrioas A paper

was prepared for the ad hoc group of experts on the long range work

programme in the field of population which met in Itfew York from 2 to 4

September 19 64,. The demographic activities of'the'Commission was fi-rft;

reviewed and> in the light of present economic^ and;.demographic se.t*ing;,.r

in Africa^ a long-range programme of work'was evolved f6r"'demogr^phic"'

studies and extended studies of the inter-relationships of population

growth with economic and social development,

5. Contribution to the Seminar on'Vital statisticss A technical paper

on,.nKpn«sampling errors and biases in retrospective demographic surveys"

was.,pr.eparedfor the seminar "on vital statistics meeting" i'ri Addis' Ababa;'

from 14,to. lg .Decembers 1964. Aethods'for adjustmehts for hon-sampliKg-

errors ..and biases in data'obtained" from retrospective demographic-fMuixes

have been developed and illustrated with special'reference-to African" ■

data0

6. ^r''"c^trIb^ion^o^e"i;i^rTd^

errors..,in.;vital' statistics surveys" has been prepared for th

Population. (Jpnferenpe, meeting in. Belgrade in September l^'6'

„ p.aper .reyiews ■ different type of response errors that'occur in'"vital

sta^jl,^.?.CB...,surveysjand methods of adjusting for these errors.

7-v.- -Survey: on va$m\hazi&. rural, populations...-Preliminary, wor^on the: survey

vpopuO.-at-ion .in..Africa has, been. s/ta,rt.ed] as ^^t f

on-; Urbanization/: ■.■■.■ .... .,.,-;.. ,,;.o;;:,;.;;!,\.. ..... ...... .r^.

8, Advisory servicess Advice on 'the' analysis- of--(iemograplii-.c-

;ybeen;.-^r.pvide&; to. .a;.:number of countries* ei.the;r::during;:vis.?:ts.or. through

:-..cQr5e!sponden1ceD../ -.j-;. :..■ .-;.. -, .-. . ;■.,.■. =■- ■:.-:,..'. ■..-/;:■ -iy'^:.e ■.:■.;■ j ■ ?:i ■-■■■■.:'■{; -; : ; ■.-■- .

9, Tr:ain^feh"-Th;e Woriii Africa^ Demographio- Training,;and- Research';; ...d:-.

Ce:ntr'e;':wW'^s^ a-result-,of ■ .an..^ agree-;,

ment beWee^ iffie tniteUArab Hepublic^and. the IMited 'Hatxons tavmeet^rcy,.

the-^e^d^ements of ;deteographic ■■training''and', research for th-e/.-Soffth ■,--.■;.

African countries. The first course of training started in Novemberr-1963.

The secretariat is in charge of operating this Centre and is actively
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assisting in the formulation of the programmes of training and research.

During the year under review the secretariat organized the first meeting

of the Advisory Committee in Cairo, consisting of representatives of

governmentsj to advise the Centre on its programme of training and

research* The secretariat also arranged for the next course of train

ing starting in October 1964* Training facilities have "been extended

to the Middle Eastern Arab countries through the United Nations Economic

and Social Affairs Office in Beirut,

10, Preliminary discussions have also "been held for the early establish

ment of another Demographic Training and Research Centre in Dakar> in

close collaboration with the IDEP, to serve adequately the needs for

facilities for demographic training and research for the rest of Africa

especially in view of the importance of analysis of the I960 and the

coming 1970 rounds of population census data. Details on such training

activities will be found in the Report on Training Activities (e/CN.14/3O7)»


