R P —

p1Q§E§é§{3f:=;;;ﬂ___;_;_;_”

UNETED NAT’IONS ; . v, =1

GENERAL .

ECONOM!C

AND
wf(:;lld\lffﬁt;;ﬁgﬁngnlh"f

E/CH, 14/306
30 October 1964

Original: ENGLISH

ECONOMIb COMMISSLON FOR AFRICA '
Seventh Session- v

Nairobi,. % - 23 February.l965 .
Item 5 (1) of the prov151onal agenda

REPORT ON DEMQGRA?HIC‘ACTIVITIES

1,?  In “ecognltlon of the 1mportance of the populatlon factor in plan—

nlng for economlc and social &evelopment, the former Demographic Unit

,.ﬁ S Been ralsed to the level of & Sectlon. Aﬁtempts ‘are also belng -
.-made to strengthen the act1v1tles of thl% Sectlon by reéruitment of
addlﬁlonal staff* o e ‘ . -

4“2. The analyﬁlcal study of the recent demographlc 1evels &nd trends

“m'ln Afrlca has been rev1se& “to Yake account 6f ‘the mere- up~to=date. and -
aecurate ¢nformatlon avallable.‘ Thls is scheduled for publlcatlon in
the ECA Bulletln. The ‘most 1mportant flndlngs are ‘the increase ‘in “thé
rates of the growth of populatlons in almost all African countries, owing
to the lowerlng of” the death rates and the oonstant high- Birth- rates,
"w1th proapecﬁs for. - Further acceleratlon.of the populatlon growth 1n the
- mear future, ‘The 1ncrea31ng pace of;urbanlzatlon, and. the over—whelmlng
‘ predomlnance of agrlculture ard related: 1ndustrles in contrast o manu-

facturlng and other modern” 1ndustr1es.

§ -

3. Proaectlons of populatlon of Africa (for five sub—reglons by age and

sex) for internal use within the secretariat were made up to 2000 4.D. on

. different assumptlons of the future behaviour of the fertlllty”aﬂd

5morta11ty components. The‘”medlum" populatlon progectlon'é v1sages the
;growth of. pqpulaﬁlon from 273 mllllon in 1960 to about 457 mllllon 1n
1980 (an increase of 67 per cent), after Wthh $he rate of growth may

h;.,slacken,

egsain
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4 Long range programme on demographic studies in Africa: A paper

wag prepared for the ad hoo group offexperts on the 10ng range work
programme in the field of population which met in New fork frOm 2 to 4 _
September 1964. The demographic aotlvltles of the Comm1551on Was flrstip
reviewed and, in the light of present eoonomlo and demographlc settlng h"
in Africa, a long-range programme of Work was evolved for demographlc
studies and exbtended studies of the inter-relationships of population

growth with economic and soelal development.

5. Contribution +0 the Semlnar on Vltal Statlstlcsa A technloal paper

on. "Nonmsampllng errors and‘umses 1n retrospeovlve demographlc surveys
was, prepared for the semlnar on V1ta1 statlstlos meetlng 1n Addls Ababa*
from 14 to 19 Deoember, 1964, :

d' Popﬂ'tlon Con:f‘e‘ren'ee’v k‘paper-oﬂ"‘“m‘

6.ih Gontrloutlon to the Wo;

erTors. in. vltal statlstlos surveys" has been prepared for the Wor&da~ s

Populatlon Conferenoe, meetlng 1n Belgrade 1n September 1965{ Thls
?hpaper ﬁevlewe dlfferent the of response errors that ocour in vltal

statlpt;cs surveya and methods of adaustﬂnc for these errors.

T Survey on urbﬁn and rural populatlon Prellmlnary Work on the survey

ofirrban:-and-rursl ~pepulation in Africa has. been_started as a. part ofh#>_

the Wortd Survey--on: Urbanizations . . .o welieiiii o %u'ﬁ,?uh;_xi_wi

8, Advigory services: Advice on“fHe'ahal?éié“ofmﬁemographioadeﬁafhaS'.-

iwbeen; provided to a:number of countries, seither during visits or through

+.CQUResPORAense. i i

9« Tﬁﬁiﬁ{ﬂéﬁb"THe*ﬁOrfh‘ﬂfiioéﬁfDemograﬁhid'Traiﬁing:and“Researohi
Centre was “ektablished dn Caire in ‘Mérch-1963%ag a -resuld of ‘an agree=.
ment between the Tnitéd hrab Republlo iand. the United Nations tormeet:

the’ requlrements off demographlo tralnlﬂg ‘nd résearch for the Worth -
African countries. The first course of training started in Novemberp1963.

The secretaria’ is in charge of operating this Centre and is aotively_
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agssisting in the formulation of the programmes of fraining and research.
Turing the year under review the secretariat organirmed the first meeting
of the Advigory Committee in Cairo, congigting of representatives of
goveruments, to advise the Centre on its programme of training and
research: The sebretaﬁiat algo arranged for the next cburse of train-
ing starting in October 1964. Training facilities have been extended

to the Middle Eazitern Arab countries through the United Fations Economic
and Social Affairs Office in Beirut.

10. Preliminary digcugsions have algo been held for the early establisgh—~
ment of another Demographic Training and Research Centre im Dakar, in
cloge collaboraﬁidn with the IDEP, to serve adequately the needs for
facilities for demographic training and research for the resgt of Africa
egpecially in view of the importance of analysis of the 1960 and the
coming 1970 roundg of popﬁlation census data, Details on such training |
activities will be found in the Report on Training Activities (E/CN.14/307). |
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