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A, ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF LOREK
1. The Third Mecting of Directors of the Centras participating in the Statistical

Training Programme for Africa (STPA) was held at ECA Beadguarters Addis Ababa, from
31 October to 4 November 1883, 4 meesage of the BCa Executive Secretary was read
by Mr. Makramalla, Chief, Socio-Fconomic Research: ang Planning Division, Officer-
in-Charge of the secretariat, at the oDening szssion, : o

2. The mecting was attended bty the Directors of the Yollowing STPA centres or

their representatives: Centre suronéen deo formaticn dos statisticicns - €conomistes des
Pays en voie de développcmqu_(CESD) Pariea- Collige statistique Ecole nationale
d'Eéconomic appliquée (ENEAY, “akar; Nepartment of Statistics, National University of
Lesotho, Maseru: Department of Statistics, University of Botswana, Gaborone; Departmen:
of Statistics, University of Chana, Legon; Penarrment of Statistics, University of
Ibadan, Ibadan; Ecole nationale supéricure de statistique et d'&conomic appliquées
(ENSEA), Abidjan: Eastern Alrica Statistical Training Centre (EASTC), Dar-es-Salaom;
Institut africain et nauricién de statisticuc ot Z'Fconomie anpliquie (IAMSEAY, Kigali:
Institut de formation ot de recherche démogranhiﬁgig (IFORDY Yacund€; Institute of

Statistics and Applicd Econcmics, Makerere University, Kampala; Tnstitut de statistiqug,
de planification et d'¢conomic applicuce (ISPEAY Yaound?; Tnstitut des techniques de
Planification ot d'Economie arplicuéa (ITPEA), Algiers: and Regional Inmstitute of
Population Studics (RIPS), Togon, -

3. The representatives of the following user countries also Participated in the
meeting: Central African Ropublic, Ethionia, Sudan, Togo and Zambian. .

4. The following STrA associate centres verc alen répresented:  Applied Statistics.
Research Unit, University of Kent, Canterbury; Institute of Social Studies (1SS}, The
Hague; International Statistics Programs Center (I8Pe), Washington, D.C.; and Munijch
Centre for Advanced Training in Applicd Statistice For “eveloping countries, Munich.

5. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the mited Nations (FAQ), the United
Nations Statistical Offics (INSQ) and the ¥World Hraleh Organization (WHO) were
Trepresented.

6. Representatives of the foilowing institutions and organizations participated in
the meeting as ohservers; Commission of the Europenn Communities (Directorate-General
for Development and Statistical Office of the European Communities); Commonwealth
Secretariat; Institut national de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques (INSEE),
France; International Statistical] Institute (I5T): Ministry of External Relations,
Cooperation and Development | France: National Central Pureau of Statistics, Sweden;;
Overseas Development Administration, Unitad Kingdon: and Uniteg States Agency for
International Development (1isA1D),

7. Prof, 5.0, Adamu, Head Department of Stetistics, University of Ibadan was
clected Chairman of the meating, with Mr. O, Balde, Bircctor of Studies ENSEA, as
Vice-Chairman and mr. B. Ntigulirwa, Director of TOMSEA as Rapporteur,
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B, AGENDA

8. The meeting adopted +he following agenda:
-
1. Opening address
5. Electior of officers _ .
3. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters
4. Matters avisimg from the Sccond mecting of nirsctors of centres

participating in the STPL
5. Some selected issues in the development of STPA
6. Cooperative development of teaching progranmes

(a) Guide syllabus for ir-service statistical training
(b} Cuide sylinbus for profcssional statistical. training
() Proposed content of ERP courses at STPA centres

(d) Demographic training at STPA centres

(e} Programme of workshops and seminars for 1984-1680

Joint LEEC/ACP/ECA study nf ctatistical training needs for Africa
Technical and rinancial assistance in the field of statistical training

¥y I |

- United Mations system _
- Bilateral and cther multilateral agencles and institutions

g. Disseminaticn of information on +=pininc activities
10. Other business
11. Adoption of the report

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening address

9. In his message, Mr. Adcbayo Adodeji, EGH Cxocutive Secretary, pointed out that the
Statistical Training Programie for Africa {(STPAj was established in order to contribute

to the solution of the problems of availability of skillsd manpowet in Africa in the
statistical field. He also recallad the important role playsd by the mecting of Directors
in advising the Joint conference of African planners, Statisticians and Demographers, and
ultimately the ECA Conference of Minlsters, On the development of psfrican statistical
training which is an jntegral part of the statistical development programme.

10. He then emphasized the need to examine critically tho past achievements of STPA
st the time when its fifth anniversary is being celebrated and to make adjustments to
the remainder of the work nlan.

11. He went on to examine two specific gquestions among cthers, namely the qucstion of
availability of fellowships for studics ot STPA centres and tie issue relating to the
pbest way of training trainers. oOn the first cuestion, ho noted that therc was no planning
in general in tho ared A€ training. This makos it aifficult to mobilize the necessary
resources in a timely manncr. He supgested that there should be cffective procedures
which may translate the interest exprossed by donors inio definite flows of funds to
provide student fellowships. On the questior of training of trainers, he indicated that
as much as possible nas becn done so far under the STPA but there stili remains 2 lot
more. He recommended that the aeeting should andertake a careful roviow of the best

way of training toaching staff to ensurc that the actual needs of the region are met.
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12, He expressed his satisfaction at the completion of the study of the needs for

statistical training in Africa under the joint sponsorship of the Commission of the

European Communities, the Secretariat of the Groun of African, Caribbean and Pacific
(ACP) States and ECA, He invited the participants to make comments and suggestions

on the conclusions and rucommendations of the study.

13.  He then pointed out that the ce-operative development of the teaching programmes
constituted one of the major functions of the reeting and drew attention to the issues
to be examined by the participants in this connexion, particularly the guide syllabus
for in-service training prepared by ECA, the guide syllabus for professional training
plamned for 1984, the proposed course content of clectronic data processing for use
by STPA centres and demographic training at these centres.

14. He recognized that external assistance will continue to be required for a number
of years to come for the development of African statistical training and made an appeal
for co-ordinated efforts between African governments, national and international donor
agencies and institutions. He indicated that the reply of the European Economic
Community (EEC) to the request submitted to it for support to the STPA centres through
the regional programme of the European Development Fund was of spocial interest.

15. Finally, he outlined the action of the secretariat concerning the implementation
of a resolution on special assistance to Portuguese-speaking African countries adopted
in Freetown by the EC/ Conference of Ministers.

H MATTERS ARISING FROM THE SECOND MEETING
(Agenda item 4) :

16, A sumary of the main considerations arising from the second meeting of directors
of STPA centres was provided in document E/ECA/STEA/DM3/1. In presenting this paper,
the secretariat noted that the matters arising were included in the agenda for the
third meeting. This was because there are a number of cssential issues which have

to be kept continuously under review if the training programme is to perform satis-
factorily. The most important of these are the provision of teaching staff, the
courses to be taught, the overall training requirements and technical co-operation

in executing the programme.

17. Progress had been made in these areas aleng the lines requested by the previous
meeting. Medium and long term regquirements for the training of staff were becoming
clearer but the policy for such training and its funding needed careful exanination.
Considerable work had been accomplishecd in the preparation of middle-level and in-
service guide syllabuses and the meeting would be invited to advise on the approach
to a professional level syllabus. The 1977 FCA cstimates of overall statistical
training needs had been up-dated through the recently completed joint EEC/ACP/ECA
study which, apart from some increasc in the figures for middle level staff and
English-speaking professionals, largely confirmed the 1977 estimates. Technical and
financial assistance to the programme had continued to be of principal concern and
the response of EEC to the 1981 request of the ACP Council of Ministers, in which
the joint study constituted an initial sten, would be of special interest.

18.  Other matters dealt with at the request of the second meeting included the pro-
vision of better information on short-term training facilities outside Africa.
However resecarch at STPA centres still called for careful planning, particularly in
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the context of data analysis and applications. It was further pointed out that news
on recent efforts to regionalize some of the STPA centres would be welcomed by the
meeting.

19. The meeting agreed that substantive issues would be taken up under other agenda
items and there was no discussion under matters arising.

E; SOME SELECTED ISSUES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF STPA
(Agenda item 5)

20. After this item had been introduced by the secretariat on the basis of document
E/ECA/STPA/DM3/2, the participants agreed that the different questions raised should
be considered in the following order:

_ Activities carried out so far by STPA, up to the celebration of its fifth
anniversary;

- Establishment of machinery teo facilitate and accelerate requests for, and
awards of, fellowships for study at STPA centres;

-~ Training of trainers;

- Adoption by each centrc of a programme for the recruitment and/er training
of trainers;

- Strengthening of the criteria for admitting new STPA centres and efforts
to be made by present members to respond effectively to the international
service criteria provided;

' _ Consideration of the request for admission to STPA membership by the
Statistics Division of the Mathematics Department of Nairobi University;

- Arrangements to be made by associate centres to enable them to respond
better to the needs of the African region as regards further training or
specialized training in statistics;

- Special assistance in statistical training to Portuguese-speaking African
countries.

21. The participants felt that the activities undertaken by the regional component

of STPA within ECA had been satisfactory. They stressed that the staff of the regional
component of STPA should be brought up to strength and recommended that the second
adviser in anglophone statistical training should be recruited as scon as possible

so that STPA could expedite these activities. They also expressed the hope that the
programme would benefit from adequate {inancial support over a relatively leng period.

22, Several participants felt that it was essential to evaluate STPA as a whole

and to compare its achievements with the initial objectives. On this subject, the
secretariat circulated, at the request of the participants, resolution ECO (XVIII)/
Res. 9 of the ECA Executive Committee, establishing STPA, and the original programme
document. After being informed that the joint EEC/ACP/ECA study of statistical
training needs constituted an evaluation of STPA, the participants decided to postpone
discussions of this question until item 7 of the agenda.
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23. The participants considered the secretariat’s proposal regarding the planning
of the fellowship neceds of the countries of the region. Such planning would con-
stitute a preliminary commitment. that the African countries applying for fellowships.
would observe a reasonable range. This would allow the donor countries to set aside
the necessary funds and initiate the necessary action, at the right time, to faci-
litate and accelerate the fellowship awards.

24.  Some participants pointed out that the national statistical services would
sometimes have difficulty in getting their statistical training needs accepted by

the national organizations co~ordinating the fellowships. Others pointed out that
each donor organizations has its own rrocndure for the award of fellowships and that
it was difficult to propose a single procedure that was acceptable to all. The re-
presentative of the Overseas Development Administration, United Kingdom, informed the
meeting of the procedures for the award of fellowships in his country which applied to
all fields of training. Fellowships were awarded to individuals following requests
formul ated by-the.Governments.‘ Consequently, it is impossible to announce in advance
the number of fellowships intended for the training of statisticians.

25. The question of the training of trainers gave rise to long discussions.

26. Some participants thought that Ph.D programmes were not the best means of training
trainers. Such studies usually led to a research diploma and it was not necessary to

have a trainer with such a diploma in an institute which did net engage in research.

They also suggested various methods of training trainers, including the outposting of
trainers to national statistical services to acquire practical experience, their secondment
to an institute as assistant to a good professor, and the twinning of third-world uni-
versities with universities in developed countries with a view to encouraging exchanges

of teaching staff,

27.  Other participants maintained, on the contrary, that the trainers' knowledge
should far exceed that of the trainees. They felt that, once the trainers had
acquired sufficient general knowledge, they should then receive specialized training.
They also pointed out that the aspirations and interests of the trainees should be
borne in mind with a view to their possible promotion. Finally, they stressed that
the trainers should contribute to the development of statistical research in Africa.

28.  The meeting recognized the difficulty, not to say impossibility, of proposing

& single trainer training model. It was however agreed that the training of trainers
required more than just imparting of technical knowledge and includes such questions

as how to teach. The issue was to be considered pragmatically. Situations varied
according to whether the centre belonged to the university-type anglophone system or

to the special-school-type francophone system. They also varied in accordance with'
the juridical nature of the centre {(a regional centre in its own right or a national
centre- serving regional purposes) and the status of its teaching staff. Furthermore,
the type of persons to be trained had to be identified (permanent or témporary teaching
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29. It was advisabie, to the ext™mt possible, to train trainers in Africa under
the system of technical co-operation among developing countries. Certain centres
in Africa provided courses at the masters and doctorate levels but were not fully
used particularly bvecause of financiel probliems. Some participants_suggested that
one or two CEeniTes :q Africa should te identified to provide specialized training
in: national acccunting and agricultural sracistics for example. A participant
suggested that STPA might consider setiing up a centre within the African region
which organises short coursss, workshons, ONG -eminars for trainers on the 1lines

of what is domne at tha International Cenvre ror Thooretical Physics at Trieste,
Italy and the CenfTe for Pure and Applied pathematics in Rice in France.

29. At the sane time Lowever, profitable use could be made of certain centres
outside Africa, in particelas +hose centres aesociated with STPA. They could be
used for certain types of training and so-operation with them would accordingly
nave to be strengthened. Represenatives of the sssocliate centres stated that
they were prepared to contribute to the training of African trainers.

31. Certain participants gavo an account of thelr experiences in recruiting teaching
staff and monitoring iheir work for at least one year hefore sending them out for
further training. in this way, thev ~ould identify candidates who had the ability
to become trainers. Other participants stressed the need for +rained teching staff
to acquire some pxperience in arder to we abie to play their role fully.

32. Participants recognized that each centre would have to adopt a programme for
the recruitment and/c¥ tvaining of trainers. rirectors of the Centres briefly re-
ported on their activities in this area. Since the prceceding year, TAMSEA of

Kipali had begun to africanize its teaching staff, Threc out of its eight teaching
staff members wore Africins. One teacher was currently being trained under a
fellowship awarded from the vepicnal budget of STPA. At the Collége statistique

de Dakar, the teacning Ltufs wero statisticians directly seconded by the Goverrment
and so the problem of socruitment did nor arise but the staff still needed training.
ENSEA of Abidjan had in the currvent vear hHegun to +rain trainers. Two teachers
were currently being +rained, one of them is on a two year STPA £allowship to
prepare for a dipifme ¢'&tude approfondie (DEA) ond a doctorate in econometrics:

and the second, a demographer, had selectad in-service graining by teaching and
conducting research in the rjeld. Je had passed 1is ogf. and was preparing for

a doctorate in demography. The schonl trisd cvery year 1o attract one or two

young degree holders to send for training before they hocone permanent teachers.

The status problen of the teaching staff was currently heing discussed with the
Government. LSPEA of Yzoundé had since the previous ysar set up a training pro-
gramme for trainers. Five pernanent. staff membors who had all served for at _
least one year were currentiy being trained in Canada. ISPEA was in the process

of becoming a comaunity institute for the States of the Centrai African Economic

and Customs Union (UDEAC). Tt would be interssted in refresher courses for
toaching staff and would 1ike information on shose courses to be sent 1O it directly.
In the past, the Statistics Department of the University of Lesotho regularly sent
six teacking staff mempsrs LOT post-graduate +raining. Thz pace had slowed down.
The department was also interested 1n scminars, exchange of experience and research.
The Statistics Department of the University of Botswana had six fulil-time teachers.
It also had in training TWo teachers, one of whom had an STPA fellowskip. The
teachers sent for training need to have been working with the Centre. ISAE of
Kampala had 26 teaching posts most of which were vacant. Other posts were financed
by such oxternal agencies as the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-operation (CFTC)
for full-time teachers and ECA for short-tern consultants. In the future, assistance
would be forthconming from EEC. The Ceatre had prepared an integrated programme

for the training of trainers.  Younf graduates had teen rvecruited to work
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2t the centre for a year during which they were evaluated. _
Meanwhile, the centre was secking training fellowships for promising candidates.
Fourteen teachers werc currently being trained in various countries. Finally, the
Statistics Department of the University of Ibadan needed to train trainers at the
doctorate level. The teachers concerned penerally went on a year's sabbatical to the
"university of a developed country to conduct research. They came back to Ibadan to
defend their thesis, 1In the coming year, the Department will send a teacher for
specialized training at the University of Kent on a six month fellowship. The only
‘probiem that of financing the training of trainers, is always there.

33.  The meeting expressed agreement with the proposal of the secretariat to upgrade
the admission requirements for new STPA Centres, with particular regard to the in-
ternational service provided. Indeed, STPA Centres had specific responsibilities in
carrying out work programmes and also received some degree of priority in technical
and financial assistance. TFor that reason, the number of such centres should be
limited. Certain participants suggested however that, in addition to the criterion
that one-third of the student in-take should he non-national Africans, minimum re-
gistration levels should also be introduced. It was decided that final conclusions
on this question would be drawn after item 7 of the agenda has been considered.

34. The meeting also supported the idea that centres currently participating in the
Statistical Training Programme for Africa should endeavour to attain their set
objectives. Certain participants proposed that member Centres which did not meet
their targets could be suspended or expelled,

35.  Regarding the application for membership received from the Statistics Division
of the Mathematics Department of Nairobi University, the Mecting felt that it needed
further information to take a decision. It requested the secretariat to maintain
contact with the Centre and with the Kenya Bureau of Statistics so that the question
could be reconsidered at the next meeting of Directors.

36. Participants also approved the criteria for selection of associate Centres
indicated in paragraph 54 of the document under study and noted with satisfaction the
activities undertaken or planned by current associate members and other institutions
with particular reference to the training of African trainers, the organization of
courses in swecialized areas such as survey methods, houschold surveys and agricultural
statistics.

37. The secretariat was further requested to continue identifying other associate
Centres, in particular those of French expression. The FAQ representative indicated
that the Government of Italy had recently orzanized a training programme for agricultural
statisticians and intended to do so every year. Since Japanese carried out some
training in statistics in the past at which some African countries attended, there

may be a need to contact them for any possible assistance in identifying associate
centres.

38. Finally, on the question of special assistance in statistical training to Portuguese-
speaking African countries, the tleeting felt that stress should be laid on training at

the national level and approved the secretariat's proposal for the preparation of a
programme of in-service training adopted to the conditions of those countries. The
Director of CESD informed participants that the co-ordination meeting of Directors of
French-speaking African Centres held in June had proposed that candidates of countries
belonging to the group should take the joint compestitive examination of ingenieurs des
travaux statistiques (ITS) from test papers translated into Portuguese. An accelerated
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training programme in French should be organized for candidates that passed the
competitive examination, as is being done by the College statistique of Dakar for
ingénieur des travaux statistiques students from Cape Verde whose training in French
was given by the University of Dakar.

F. COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHING PROGPRAMMES
f\genda item 6)

Guide Sylilabus for In-service Statistical Training
(Agenda item 6(a)

79, A representative of the secretariat introduced the background documents:
Introduction to the guide syllabus for In-service Statistical Training (E/ECA/STPA/
pM3/3) and Guide syllabus for In-service Statistical Training (E/ECA/STPA/DMS/lZ].
The documents dealt with objectives and development of the guide syllabus, time
location, arrangement of courses, teachers and teaching materials, recognition of
the in-service training cartificate by governments and STPA Centres and the content
of the guide syllabus.

40. In the discussions which followed, the participants enquired whether any job
analysis was done hefore the content of the syllabus on in-service statistical
training was determined. The secretariat indicated that though no formal job
analysis was done, members of the secretariat who prepared the guide syllabus had
first hand knowledge of work being done in most African countries and this had been
taken into account in preparing the syllabus. An additional consideration was the
need to make the content of the in-service training proposed roughly gquivalent to
that of the certificate course.

41. A question was also asked as to whether an cvaluation of existing in-service
training schemes in ‘the region had been undertaken to find out the number of students
trained, the diversity of the subjects covered, the quality of the training as
measured by the end product and the reasons for failure of success of the various
schemes. The representative of the secretariat explained that 2 questionnaire had
Lheen circulated to all netional statistical offices and most of the information
required had been obtained and this has heen used as background material for the
preparation of the guide syllabus. It was emphasised by the representative of the
secretariat that in certain countries the in-service training schemes had failed
because the products of the training did not derive any personal advantages from
following the course and in at least onc country the trainees had refused to take the
course until their career prospects consequent upon their completion of the course
had been decided.

42, Other participants stressed that the guide syllabus should be taken as guidelines
which should be modified to suit local needs and conditions. 1In this comnexion, it
was suggested that, instead of awarding one certificate at the end of the three stages
of training, certificates could be awarded over a number of those stages. The
condition of service should then be related to these qualifications, with exceptions
to the general rule based on such criteria as experience being considered.

43. With respect to the question of recognition of in-service training certificates
by governments and STPA Centres, it was the general view that this was a rather '
difficult issue. However, most participants thought that if the area STPA Centres
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Were to collaborate with the national statistical office in organizing ‘tho in-service
training and also in moderating the examination at the end of the course, there was

a better chance of recognition by both the STPA Centres and the governments. In

this connexion, the approach of the Institute of Statisticians in London in exempting
graduates -of centres with which it hag special relationships from Some stages of its
examinations was cited as a pood example. Tt was alsc mentioned that the Eastern
African Statistical Traininp Centre (EASTC) at Dar-es-Salaam had similar arrangements
with Zambia and Zimbabwe. This had proved successful mainly bacause the directors

of statistics in those countries are on the Advisory Board of the Centre, and the
Centre is alse involved in the end of course, examinations of the in-service training
centres. ‘

44.  There was some concern that such an arrangement may not be acceptable to the
civil service commissions of certain countries. Howover, it was the view of the
Secretariat that if the naticnal Statistical office and STPA Centre-could mutually
agree on a procedure for recognition such as that in eXxistence between EASTC on

one hand and Zimbabwe and Zamkia on the other, there was the Possibility that the:
civil service commission hay recognize the certificate obtained after in-service :
training. - ' :

45, The meeting then considered certain modifications to the syllabus. It was
proposed that some of the items were not in PTOPEr sequence and that for example
under section 3.3 second paragraph under nrobability, "goodness-of-fit tests for
independence and for fitting of distributions” should be transferred to the following
section on statistical inference. It was also nroposed that the following topics

be included: efficiency, consistency and stochastic processes. Under section
2.5d(v) International Trade Statistics, it was proposed that “methodology of Dro-
cessing trade data™ and 'description. of various types of tatles and their uses™
should be included. In response, the rebhresentative of the secretariat indicated
that certain topics like stochastic processes had heen déliberately excluded from
the syllabus because it was considered that they were both too complex and irrelevant
to the level of training,

46. . The importance of programmed teaching was mentioned. As an example the hilock
method of prbgramme_teaching was described and emphasis was 1aid on the importance
of examples and case studies in such a Programme,

47. The meeting then turned its attention to the coverage of special subjects. It
was emphasized that sope centres lacked the capability to teach such subjects as
agricultural statistics. There was need therefore for the centres to be provided
with such capability if such courses are to be taught. UN specialized agencies, ECA
regional advisory services, bhilateral and inter governmental organizations should
help in this regard. '

48. The importance of notes and guidelines to teachers was also stressed.

49.  The meeting finally approved the Guide Syllabus in principle, subject to some
of the modifications ‘which had been pronosed. '
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Guide Syllabus for arofessional gtatistical training
(Avenda item 6(b)

50. Introducing the agenda item, 2 representative of the sgcretavint explainesd that
the packground documont s E/ECA/STPA/DM3/4 (Guite gr1lnbus for professional training)
provided a brief summary of the sceretariat's views on the ohjectives, scope, DPTe-
1iminary grrangements for undcrtaking +he work oU praparing the guide syllabus for
professional training and selected issues in connexien with the assignment, The guide
syllabus is expected to cover the following Types of training: undergraduate tyaining,
service courses and postgraduate training up to masters degree OT Ingenisur statisticien-
economiste (for the French-speaking contras). 10 undertake the assignment, two teams
(one for English and the other for prench-speaking coumtries) will be apnointed. Each
team will consist of thres nersons (two consultants and an ECA staff rember) -

51, In the discussions which followed certain issues weve raised. The view was
cxpressed that the background paper did not try to justify the necd for the guide
syllabus- some of. the guestions asked weTe: Had there been any demand from any centre
for such 2 document? © Was the approach suggested cost—effective? what was the Lasis
for determining the cOmyosition of the roams? There wAS also some concarn about the
time lag between the *rd meeting of Directors and the completion of the guide syllabus.
It was pointed out that many centres were undertaking significant revisions of their .
current syllabuses and that the suide syllahus_might ~ome out too late to have any
impact on such revisions.

52,. The representative of the seeretariat explained that the co-onerative development
of teaching programnes was one of the tnsks assizned te the BCA secretariat from the
very beginning of the STPA project. The secretariat was expected 10 agsist in the
development of curricula. This had led to the inclusion of the project on the puide
syllabus for professional troining in the approved worTk programmne of STPA. with
respect. to the cost-effectiveness of the nroject, the representative of the secrotariat
indicated that costs should also be ri:lated to wonefits end if the puide syllabus
provided guidance to STPA centres and helped 10 the nractical orientation of pro-
fessional training courses; the benefits to the African region would e immense.
However, the meeting cautioned that the cost of the nreiect should be kept in mind

to ensure that it did¢ not prove too expensive‘in relation tO any henefits which migh:
accrue from 1it. The meeting Was 41s0 informed about 2 similar project which had

t,cen undertaken in respect of the gyench-sneaking centres in 1976, This experience
showed that the project could be a worthwhile one.

3. It was emphasised by the meeting that the pxercise should include 2 study and
analysis of existing syllabus. cuch a study could result in a guide syllabus, which,
it was recognized, would be of particuiar value TG institutions intending to jntroduce
professional jevel training.

4. The meeting then addressed itself te 2 numbey of 1sSu€s raised in paragragh

13 of the tackground document. The first related to how practical orientation of
courses could e achieved. Tt wWas sxnlained that gtandard texthooks did net have
the necessary orientation. . Three Ways of remedying the situation were suggested.
The first was to undertake research on statistical applications in the region. The
second was for information OB existing research to be compiled and disseminated mort
widely. The third was for research yesults to be converted into geaching material.
It was pointed out that not cnough sharing of teaching materials seem to be going
on among centres. ECA through STPA could play 2 rolc in this connexion.
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55, The next issue was whether the syllabus should aim only at the training of
statisticians for national services or for all sectors including academic and research
institutions and other institutions in the public and private sectors. It was the
consensus of opinions in the meeting that it should cater for all categories and that
this could he achieved through a flexille programme with a set of core subjects and

a number of options.

56.  Another question considered by the meeting was the sources of teaching material
which will emphasise the practical orientation of courses. In this connexion, the
secretariat explained that attempts werc Leing made by it to obtain information on
the types of problems encountered in carrying out household surveys .in African
countries. This could provide material for teaching in one arca.

57. In this comnexion, it was suggested that attachment of students to statistical
organizations would only be useful if there is a close relationship between ‘the
training centre and the statistical organization and if a list of actual projects

on which the students would work were identified before the start of the attachment.
It was however mentioned that practical demonstration surveys or other projects might
be a better alternative to on-the-job. training. '

58. The issue of number of hours to be allocated to the different subjects which
was raised by the secretariat was not discussed.

59.  The next topic discussed was the concept of credit hours. The representative
of one of the centres indicated that this concent had been incorporated explicitly
into their teaching programme and this had allowed greater flexibility in the choice
of subjects by students. '

60. After thorough discussion, the meeting agreed that cconomics, development
planning_gnd accounting, including accounting matrices such as the Social Accounting
Matrix (SAM) and the Food Accounting Matrix (FAM) should be included in the zuide
syllabus. )

61. The meeting finally stressed that in the preparation of the guide syllabus

for professional training the consultants ‘should always bear in mind that the end
product should reflect the needs of the African region. Particular attention should
be given to producing a syllabus which will contribute to the continuing dialogue =
between producers and users of statistics. The FAD representative pointed out that
individual topics in the syllabus should be annotated to elucidate their objectives. =

Proposed content of ERP at STPA centres
(Agonda item €(c);

62. Introducing document E/ECA/STPA/DM3/5 on the proposed content of electronic data-
processing courses at STPA centres, the representative of the secretariat pointed out
that so far the data-nrocessing instruction already introduced to varying degrees in the
STPA centres had been mainly theorvetical because of their limited access to data- .
processing equipment. Now that reliable, cfficient and cheap micro-computers had
appeared on the market, all the centres could obtain'data~prOCessing equipment and
appropriate software for practical training. e
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63. The three-year programme proposed was therefore based on the assumption that
systems suitable for practical training would be available. Data-processing would
occupy some 15 per cent of the time allocated, which is approximately 2-3 hours in

the first two years and 4 hours in thc third year. The time spent by students on -
individual work was not included in those estimates.

64. - Two programming languages had been proposed for introduction in the first year:
FORTRAN and RASIC. But a single language could be chosen, depending on the principal
compiler used on the systems. :

65. COBOL had been proposed for the second year, firstly, because it was the language
most commonly used in data-processing centres and, secondly, because it was the language
which formed the basis for some of the most. important software especially designed for
statistical applications.

66. The aim was not to train COBOL specialists‘but to allow future statisticians to
read and grasp the programmes prepared by their data-processing colleagues and gain
a better mastery of the software involved.

67. The representative of the secretariat stressed the need to include in the time-
table a section on survey organization and processing. Also, trainees should study
an editing software package and a tabulation software package among those available
on the computers used by students for practical exercise.

68. In the discussions which followed, one participant said that learning several
languages at the same time would be difficult. It would be better to master just one.
Once the traines had acquired that one language, he would find it easier to go on to
other languages, if necessary.

69. Continuing the participant felt that the programme did not take into account recent
developments in data-vprocessing, such as word processing. HMoreover, FORTRAN and COBOL
were out of date. It would be hetter to begin by teaching BASIC and to introdoce new
languages like PASCAL and APL. Finally, he proposed that a small committee should ke

set up to review the content of the programme and propose a new one in the light of

the comments made.

70.  Another representative thought that the programme was directed not sc much towards
ctatisticians as towards data processing specialists working in national statistical
services. In that sense, it was ambitions. Hec also proposed that the element of
information dissemination should bte stressed.

71. He supported the proposal to set up a small committee to prepare a draft programme
which would take inte account the proposals made.

72.  Other representatives asked the secretariat to ciarify the level of the programme
and its underlying aim.

73. In vesponse to these questions, the representative of the secretariat explained
why FORTRAN and BASIC had been chosen. He recalled his introductory remarks, namely,
that the two languages might be mutually exclusive. Each centre could make its own
choice, depending on the compiler uscd on the systems. The same was true of the
specialized software.
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74.  The Tepresentative of the Seécretariat explained that the programme was at the
level of Ingénieur des travaux-statistiques (ITS). The aim was to provide future
Statisticians with a training in data~pro¢essing which would facilitate dialogue with
their data-processing colleagues at national statistical offices and to some extent
allow them to take over themselves certain applications. o

75. The Tepresentative of the Secretariat supported the Proposal, made by one parti-
cipant and supported by another, to set Up a small committee te prepare a Programme
which would take into account the comments and Suggestions made and which would be sent
to the bparticipants for comments before its finalization.

76. A Committee to carry out the ahgve mandate was composed of the follbwing members :

Mr. 0. Baldé, (ENSEA, Abidjan)

Mr. n. Benzine, (ECA, secretariat)

Mr. L. Bourras, ( ITPEA, Algiers)

Mr. K, Bryson,_(ISPC)

Mr. R.M. Loynes, (ISI)

Mr. V.E. Muba . (EASTC, Darues-Salaam)

Mr, 7, Schwartz, (France) :

Mr. G.B. Wetherhili, (University of Kent)

Demographic training at STPA centres
(Agenda item 6(d)y

77. The Director of‘IFORD'introduced,the item on the basis of document E/ECA/STPA/DM3/6
which contained the renort of g meeting of experts on the teaching'of'demography in
schools of statistics in French—speaking AFrican countries, organized in June 1982

at Yaounde.

78, Supplementing the presentation by the Dircctor of IFORD, the répresentative of
RIPS also made a statement describing the graduate diploma and Masters degree pro-
grammes and summarized the content §f the centre’s syllatus in demography.

79.  In the discussion which followed, several participants described in broad terms
the aims and contents of the demography courses taught in the centres they represented.

" These centres included the University of Botswana and the International Statistical

Programme Centre (ISPC) of the United.States Bureau of Census. The object of these
Statements was tq Supplement the remarks in document E/ECA/STPA/DMB/s presented by
IFORD and to make known the work of the centres concerned. )

80. One.participant Stressed the need to clarify the discussion by distinguishing

between the aims of teaching demography to statisticigns_and the aims of demographic
Specialization,

81. It was pointed out that the meeting should Cconcentrate on the teaching of
demography to statisticians and not consider centres like IFORD and RIPS which Specia-
lized in' demography. . S
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g2. One participant, referring 1O the demographic training of 178, stressed:
- The need for indirect methods of estimation, in view of the underdeveloped
state of civil registries in Africa; e
- The administrative aspects of data collection;
- The importance of sample surveys in data collection.
g3, The representative of the Overseas pevelopment administration said the centre

for Population gtudies and the pavid Omen centre zt the University College of Cardiffs
through his agency, were ready to co-operate with STPA centres by providing them with
teaching materials. The 1SPC representative said 1SPC staff could work with STPA
Centres to jointly nrepare appropriate teaching materials. He also said that his
centre could help with the translation into French of certain pasic teaching materials,
if so requested.

84. In reply to @ question; the Rirectol of IFORD stated that the ontry competitive
examination was opened to holders of one of the following qualifications: a degree

in geography, sociology: economics OF mathematics, 2 diplomad of ingénieur des travaux
statistiques or @ diploma equivalent 10 one of these twe. In reply to another question,
he indicated that the problem of recognition of the diploma awarded by the Institute
had been solved in most of the user African countries and was helng settled in the few

countries where the situatlon was not yet clear.

85. Discussion of this jtem endet with a request o the secretariat to convene @
meeting of 1FORD, RIPS and the population nivision to map out in broad outline the
cbjectives and contents of demography courses for statisticians at the intermediate

1evel (ITS)-

86. A preliminary document prepared py this meeting could be sent to the STPA CentTes
£or .comment. Later, 2 model demographic programne could be worked out for the inter-
mediate jevel of statistical training. This could be discussed at +he next neeting

of directoTrs. o

Programne of workshops and seminars for 1984-1985
(Agenda item 6(2):

g7. In presenting peference doc. E/ECA/STPA/DMS/?, the representative of the secretariat
outlined the problems of coordinating the selectlon of subjects for short-term training
periods, the use of 2 single language and the ginancing of activities, He drew attention

.

to the advantages of organizing such activities within the countries of the region.

88. ~ Some representatiVes of STPA Centres, At ECA's jnvitation, introduced their
programne of short term training activities and gave the reasons behind the selection
of subjects.

gg. The representatives of the Ecole nationa éri tatistique et dtéconomie
aggliguee (ENSEA) in Abidjan and the Sratistics Depart

informed the meeting that the Centres Were prepared to host seminars. workshops and
short courses which may be organized by associate centres 1in Africa. The representative
of CESD indicated that, jointly with the Munich Centre and SOEC, CESD planned to
organize in 1984 a training workshop on micro-computeT for statisticians from Indian
Ocean countries. This workshop might be financed %Y the Commission of the European
Communities.
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80. Participants felt that an effective system should be set up to improve overall

coordination of short-term training activities in order to avoid duplication and thereby
make optimum use of the limited resources nceded to implement those activities.

91.  The representatives of training centres emphasized the problems  of financing short-
term training activities and expressed the hope that donor agencies with the necessary
support would be forthcoming. ‘ '

92. The represcntative of the Munich Centre informed the Meeting that his Centre
intended to organize for the first time in 1984, a seminar for directors of ACP stat-
istical offices in both English and French so as to provide an opportunity for a better
exchange of views and experiences. He hoped that -~ the Colldge de statistique de
Dakar and his Center would be able to coordinate the statistical data processing courses
that the two centres planneito organize in 1985. He announced that the four month
courses of the Munich Centre will deal with the following topics: 1984, price stat-
istics; 1985 agriculture statistics; 1986, national accounts.

93.  The representative of the International Statistical Programmes Centre informed
the meeting that his centre could organize overseas workshops on various topics in
English, French or Spanish on a national or regional basis. He indicated that his
centre was prepared to consider favourably any request from STPA centres to host
such activities. ' : o

94. The representative of the Applied Statistics Research Unit of the University of
Kent informed the Meeting that his unit would organize courses in agricultural sample
surveys in thé next two years. He asked any interested persons to contact him and
requested STPA centres to express their needs for organizing short-term training
activities,

95.  One, of the reprecsentatives of the Institute for Social Studies presented the

general training programme of the Institute and the six-month post-graduate programme
designed for students in the production and use of data in the context of planning:

96. The representative of the Statistical Office .of the European -Communities . (SOEC)
stated that multi-purpose seminars werc organized in Florence, Italy in which ACP
countries could participate., A consultation meeting had also been organized at the
Munich Centre between various European institutions organizing short-term training
activities. A liaison document published by ‘the organizers will help to co-ordinate
thos activities.

97. The representative of the Overseas Development Administration indicated that the
Sussex Institute of Development Studies had becn organizing short-term economic stati-
stics courses for several years and might do so again during the next two years. The
Institute would commmicate details of such courses and seminars to ECA and to member
countries through the normal channels as soon as the curriculum had been finalized.

98. He specified further that the United Kingdom could provide assistance only when
requested by governments and not by institutions. It was however possible, at the
request of a country, to finance the particination of a national in a course organized
in another country. There was no question of allocating funds to a training institution
for it to award scholarshins therefrom. -
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99. The representative of the Commission of the Buropean Communities felt that it
would be most helpful to conduct short-term training activities in user countri¢s as
well as a wider dissemination of this subject. He underscored the importance of
refresher courses as part of training and the need not to divorce these short-tern
training programmes from academic training. The Commission may, at the request of
governments, finance such activities on a nationmali oT regional basis. He stressed
the need to provide a precise cost estimate when requests for financing were being
made. '

100. The representative of the French Ministry of Fxternal Relations, Cooperation

and Development expressed the interests of the Ministry in short term training parti-
cularly in practical subjects. The Ministry had provided financial support for the
organization of two seminars in 1983 on budget-consumption surveys and on environmental
statistics. A frequency of two seminars per year might be compatible with current
budgetary constraints. He would answer the guestion on the financing of short-term
training activities when technical and financial assistance was being discussed.

101. The representative of the Institut national de la statistique ot des Etudes
&conomiques (INSEE) drew attention to the technical constraints of co-operation with
France. The Institute accorded pride of place to training., However, in order to
achieve maximum efficiency, co-ordination was necessary since the experts recruitad
for training often happen to be the saome persons who operated in other areas of
statistical and economic activity. In order to make co-operation activities pay of £,

the Institute had suggested that an assistance request such as that of the Collége
statistique de Dakar to organize training seminars using the simulated approach might
be considered under the CESD trainer-training programme for instance, in order to

bring together several countries and STPA Centres,

102. Her Institute had also provided bilateral assistance to the Institut national de
statistique et d'économie appliguée (INSEA) of Rabat. To her knowledge, the Demography
Development Group had nct heen informed of the proposed IFORD seminars and she feared
that the seminar planned for 1984 might not materialize. :

103. The representative of the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-operation (CFTC)
stated that assistance was available to Commonwealth countries or their nationals
under regional or subregional short-term training activities provided they were
organized in Africa by STPA Centres or other training ‘institutions. Owing to the
complexity of formalities, he invited all interested persons to contact him. Work-
shop activities would stress training aspects. CFTC had vnrovided such assistance in
facilitating participation of trainees from Commonwealth countries in Africa in a
training workshop on environment statistics convensd in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1582.

104. The representative of Sweden stated that his country provides financial
assistance for training activities mainly through bilateral technical support. lle
stressed the importance of including the use and the users of data in training

activities for different statistical projects i.e. censuses.

105. Finally, the secretariat pointed out that ECA was not a donor agency. The
regional component of STPA financed by UNDP was only a part of the entire programme
on which African countries and donor agencies alike should concentrate their efforts.
The regional component had its own budgetary constryaints and part of its available
funds could not be allocated to the rurning of short-term training programmes without
jeopardizing the Programme as a whole. ECA would provide assistance in the form of
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expertise for organizing such trainiaz programmes and undertake the informal pre-
liminary negotiations with donor azencies once the sscretariat was informed of short-
term training prejects planned by STPA Gentres.

G, JOINT EEC/ACP/ECA STUDY OF STATISTICAL TRAYNING wEEDS FUR AFRICA
(Agenda item 7)

106. This agenda item was introduced by the authors of the report from the Statistical
Office of the European Communitics (S0EC).  The meeting had before it the following
documents:

E/ECA/STPA/DM3/8.1 General Peport
DM3/8.1/A2.1 Addendum
Di3/8.2 Report on Engzlish-speaking STPA Centres
DMs/8.2 feport on French-speaking; STPA Centres
DrM3/8.3 Computing needs of Statistical Training Centres

in Africa

107. These documents were presented together. The background to the study and the
way in which it was carried out were described. In connexion with the study, visits
were made to most ACP African countries and STPA Centres during which discussions
were held with government authorities and directors of STEA Centres and data were
collected. S

108. This study has had three main objectives. The first was to heighten awareness

by government authorities of the importance of comprehonsive and reliable statistics.
The second was to collect information. country by country, on the basis of which it
would be possible to estimate statistical training nzcds for the next ten years Ly

type and level of training. The thiwvd objective was to cvaluate the resources which
would be necessary to satisfy these necds, the ways in which these resources might be
provided by external assistance, and the conditiens ceouired to_ensure the effectiver 3ss
of such assistance in improving African statistical servicos.

109. A good statistical apraratus was considered nccassary b every country visited.
but the study attempted to examine how this fecling had been translated into action.
Various important constraints on statistical develcpment were identified, many of which
were general constraints on the public service but which had specific implications feor
statistical services. These include shertage of manpower, budgetary limitations and
poor orpanisation of the statistical system. However it was felt that despite these
problems, the statisticians themsalves could do more in order to seli their wares anc
prove their usefulness.

English-speaking countries

110. One of the most striking aspects has been the srowth of notional training faci®i-
ties in the years since the STPA was st up, not culy at middle-level but at first

degree level too. This trend scemed likely to centinue. Exemption from the examina- ions
of the Institute of Stutisticians [U.X.) was suggested as a means of validating the
national middle-level ‘training courses being developed so that the qualifications thi's

obtained might be acceptable to STPA Centros. -



E/ECA/PSD.3/20
Page 18

111. All countries stressed that their greatest need for statistical training faci-
lities abroad was for nostgraduate trainine in applicd statisties. “he nreas mest
often mentioned were agricultural statistics, rational accounts, sampling and '
statistical computing. At nresent COUTSCS outside Africn have to be nsed, which may
often be less reclovant to t+hc needs of African courtries. Tt was felt that the STPA
could have an immocrtant role to play in meetins those needs.

. French-speaking countrics

112. For sub-professional staff many national courses Are teing developed and it has
been felt that a clear distinction has io be made hotwoen adjeint technique®™ and
Tagent technigue” particularly as repards the duration of the training. Coordination
Letween countries is needed for the “"adjoint technigue’ courses hecause of the need

to achieve the sam: standard for admission 1o the ITS commstition.

113. As far as mrofessional staff are concerncd, moTe emrhasis is necded in the
training on statistical computing, arricultural statistics and seneral gconomic
statistics. The existing and planned capacity of centras offering ITS courses matches
the projected needs. Coordination hy CEERD has been greatly annreclatec. The lack of
representation of certain countvies on ITS and ISE coursas could be renedied by nre-
paratory ¢ourses. For ISE level training, the smooth tronsfer of the CESD training
to two STPA Centres should be considered. o

114. Additional recuircmnts identified in hoth languags gropus were: workshops on

the use of micro-computers in statistics; seminars Lrirging tegether statisticians
and their various partners, 2s well as statisticians from differeont countries.

115. A general conclusion of the study was +hat cach country has to decide its own
+raining priorities apd whother to allocate the Teilowships at its disnosal to statiscics.
It was also felt that administrative procedures had to ve streaplined. The racommenda-
tions on support for each country and zoack STPA ~antre are listed in Document E/ECA/
STPA/DM3/8.3. Co ' :

116. It was pointed that as well as the reports on each STPA Centre, reports had also
been produced on each country in vhich the hasis for waking projections were fully de- -
scribed. In fact the ctudy has produced an enoOTROUS body of information and the authors
wished to thank Directors of Statistics ané of STPA Centrss for their cooperation in
providing such detailed data.

117. The discussion of the report werec structured as follows:

1) General recommendations 4s contained in E/ECA/STPA/DMB/S.l
ii) Computing neads as containesd in E/ECA/STPA/DM3/8.5
$1i) STPA Centres activities as contaiﬁed in ©/ECA/STTA/DM3/3.2
jv) All other recormendations having financial imnlicationé as

contained in E/BCA/STPA/DIB/B.1 Addendam,

112. To have talanced discussion for the neeting genraliy, item (iv) above was Trans-
ferred for discussior under agenda item 8 while riscussion on STPA merformance,
procedurce and criteria for admitting now centres tc tho STPA was covered under item
(iii) using alsc Document E/CK.14/ECC/137 relating to the astablishment of STPA.
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1. General Recommendations

119. The general repo¥t generated a lot of discussion. Although the report was

generally welcomed, some representatives questioned a number of its conclusions.

They felt that sometimes the relationship between cause and effect had been ineorrectly drawn
and that ihe statements made were not true. for all countries. For example, the

conclusion of the report that availability of scholarships was not a stumbling bBlock

‘'was questioned.

120. However, the authors pointed out that the rernarks made in Document E/ECA/STPA/
DM3/8.1 represented a synthesis of materials from country reports and by their nature
could only be generalisations and not applicable to each and every country.

121. From the various contritutions to the discussion, it was clear that much need
to be done, possibly, inform of research and investigation, to reduce the controversies
generated .by the issues of: : '

(a) adequacy or iﬁadequacy of training, including differentials hetween
availability of middle level and professional level nanpower;

(b} retaining of trainees in their countries of origin;

{c) relationship between supply and demand for statistical manpower; and

(d) relationship between statistics and policy,
122, In his contribution, the Representative of the Cormission of the European
Communities pointed out that the study had bheen commissioned in order to rrovide a
framework not only for their own activities in the field, but also those of other
donor agencies, in particular, those Member countries of the communities. This point

was underlined by the Representatives of those Member Countries who were present, and
certain other donor agencies,

2. Computing nceds-

123. It was felt that the use of computers in STPA Centres was a major issue. Therc
were some discussion of the technicai merits of the repert and varying views were
expressed. The need for taking into account the availability of appropriate software
packages in selecting the equipment to be installed in the various centres was
considered of a central issuc, An exchange network for software was suggested, though
there was no agreement on whether the centres themselves should write their own
software or rely on softwares developed by associate centres or others.

3. STPA Centre Activities

124. Directors of STPA Centres were invited to comment on the report on their in-
stitutes. Some wished to correct errors which had been made in these reports and
undertook to put these in writing to the authors, Developments which had been made
since the reports had been written were also reported by certain Centres,
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125. The Director of the ISAE, Kampala, felt that too negative an impression had been
given of the situation and activities of the ISAE, The authors agreed that the ISAE
had made a very important contribution to statistical +raining in the region and that
the postgradnate training they were trying to develop could fill an important gap in
the training facilities available. Nevertheless, they felt that there were important
constraints on the uses made of ISAE hy other countries which were not the hahitual

uscrs of the Institute.

126. The Director of EASTC informed the Meeting that user countries of EASTC have
not indicated. the need for a course leading to membership of the Institute of
Statisticians (UK). He feels that he will encourage the more competent diploma
holders of EASTC to nroceed 10 B.Stat at ISAE Kampala in line with the integrated
training programme by Eastern Africa, Tt was explained that the suggestion that this
centre might consider mounting & course leading to sxewmption from Stage 111 of the
examinations of the Institute of gtatisticians stenmed from the fact that no such
course is availahle on & Full-time basis in the UK. HMany people study for these
examinations up to and including Stage 11 by corrospondence and it was to meet their
needs that this suggestion was made, not as Ccourse aimed at Diploma—holders. This
was the case, especially in West Africa which currently is not the main client of
EASTC. : '

127. Some participants felt harmonization of middle level training in the English-
speaking countries should be worked out within the framework of STPA Centres using
the Institute of gtatisticians as 2 point of reference with respect to levels of
teaching, etc. The Institute of Statisticians, has a more sipgnificant and cost-

effective role 1o play in fostering jnstitutional develcpment in Africa as in the
case of EASTC.

128. 1n response to question raised by the nirector of the Collage Statisticue 1in
ENEA, Dakar in connexion with the needs of that centre, it was apreed that a separate
Teport should be prepared on this centre using material from the report on Senegal.

129. The Director of TAMSEA stressed the fact that some countries which did not have
the status of privileged‘users did not contribute to the budget of the Centre meant
+hat the latter could no longer continue to accept students from these countries
with the risk of jeopordising, at least for some of them, the expected results
within the eramework of the STPA.

130. Concerning performance of STPA, nO detailed discussion was made hecause of lack
of necessary jnformation. A participant felt that a study could be made available by
the secretariat on the first five years of STPA for the next meeting of the directors.
gut it was clear that significant progress has been made.

131. ©On the procedure and criteria for admitting new centres, various contributions
were made 1in conclusion, the recommendations contained in E/ECA/STPA/DMS/Z were
accepted but to be used flexibly. Existing STPA Centyes were asked to make efforts
to offer international services especially 1in the arvea of making positions available
to other countries in their training facilities and encouraging these countries to
use the positions.
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H. TECHNICAL AND FINANCTIAL ASSISTANCE IN THE FIELD OF STATISTICAL TRAINING
- (Agenda item ' 8): '

132. The $ecretariat introduced document E/ECA/STPA/DM3/9.1 by explaining that UNDP
-and UNFPA were the two primary sources from which the United Nations obtained funding
for its technical assistance programme. It was explained that fellowships for training
were either included-ds part of country projects which were funded from UNDP, -IPFS of
‘“individual countries or from specific country projects which were funded by UNFPA. The
latter projects were limited to demographic and related issues and population censuses.

133.: -'In summarising the document the secretariat stated that in addition to training
which were funded by UNDP and UNFPA, there were twe other types of training. The
first was training which was funded through funds provided by the United Nations De-
partment of Technical Cooperation for Develonment out of its regular budget. Such
training was limited to on-the-job and does not cover institutional type of training.
The secretariat indicated that a numbser of statisticians, cartographers. and a computer
programmer had either bcen trained or were being trained in another developing country.
The meeting was told that an increased enthusiasm was now being shown by countries for
this type of training. However, the secretariat pointed out the fact that because the
United Nations Secretariat had been limited by the appropriate Committee of the U.N.
General Assembly to a zero increase budget for the biennium 1984-85, it was unlikely
that increased funds will he avdilakle for this type of training,

134. The second type of training which was not funded from either UNDP or UNFPA funds

was training which was beinp conducted in the USSR. This was funded by the USSR's
contribution to the UN Technical Assistance Programme. Since this contribution was
available'only in Roubles and this 'is unconvertible into other currencies, the secretariat
explained that such training takes place only on the USSR. '

135. The secretariat identified two main problems which were encountered with fellowship
training. The first was that it was difficult for some national statistical offices to
identify suitable candidates for training in certain specialized fields of statistics.
Secondly, there was a tendency apparently due to lack of enough suitably gqualified
candidates for a country te nominate the same candidate more than once for related
fellowship training over a short time period. Finally the secrétariat requested the
meeting might wish to conduct its discussion according to the points enumerated in
paragraph 40 of the document under discussion.

136. In reply to a suggestion from a participant that the United Nations should previde
funds for training statisticians in data procéssing techniques and the use of software
packages, the secretariat welcomed the suggesticn especially hecause of the availability
of a variety of software packages which can now %e easily used. The secretariat however
peinted out that it is for national statistical offices to demand that fellowships for
such training be included in their country projects at the time this is formulated.

137. In reply to another question that the Hnmited Nations should consider extending

some kinds of fellowships to STPA Centres rather than exclusively to national statistical
offices, :'The secretariat agreed with the participant but again pointed that the sources
of funds were primarily country oriented and that these were provided by either of

the two donors in the manner that has heen described.
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138. A participant pointed out that different titles were used in the document for a
particular STPA Centre and requested that in future the official title should be used.
The secretariat noted thlq

139. The meeting expressed the hope that with an improvement in the global economic
picture, 1ncreased funds may be made available for additional fellowshlps for training,
140. The secretariat also reported on the follow-up action undertaken in connexion
with the request submitted to the Commission of the European Communities by the ACP
Council of Ministers for support to STPA through the regional programme of the European
Development Fund (EDF).

141. The representative of the Commission of the European Communities stressed that
the participation of EDF in STPA was not unique but should take its place among theé
efforts of the memhers of the Community, of the other donor agencies and of the member
States of ACP themselves. This participation would te financed under the regional co-
operation arrangements of the Lomé& II Convention, which would end in 1985. Taking into
account the results and the progress made, a second intervention could be envisaged
under the next Convention, '

142, Turning to the question of supplying data-processing equipment to the STPA
Centres, the Commission considered that it was a matter of central importance but
one which did not appear yet ready for financial action; action of harmonization
secems effectively necessary on this question.

143. The other fields of EDF action would include, in the light of the recommendations
of the joint study (document E/ECA/STPA/DM3/8.1, paragraph 92):

- The provision of calculating machines to the Centres and assistance in
preparation and orgenization of the common competitive examinations for
the francophcne Centres;

- Assistance in various forms to the STPA Centres in Africa, according to the
precise indications given in the repvort, including assistance for the training
of trainers and for the Africanization of teaching personnel in the Centres;

- Support for refresher courses, seminars aond workshops designed to encourage
a dialogue between the producers and users of statistics and support for
the preparation of teaching materials.

144, The training of intermediate staff at the national level and the award of fellow-
ships came within the purview of the national programmes. They could thercfore be
financed in accordance with the procedures laid down for financing national prejects.
However, the STPA would remain the frame of reference which would make it p0551ble to
avoid duplication and to guarantee the necessary coherence.

145. A decision by the Financiny Committee of EFD might be made towards mid-1984
and an initial mobilization of funds might be made towards the beginning of 1984
academic year.
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146. The representative of the Ministry of External Relations, Cooperation and
Development, France, indicated that the tvaining of statisticians from the developing
countries, and for obvicus historical reascons, of students from francephone Centres
«had always been considered as ome of the cssential aspects of French co-operation
with those countries. 1In the years to coms, and in spite of the unfavourahle economic
situation, France intended to maintain and, if nassitle, increase its assistance
v activities, :

127. Under its long-term technical assistance nregramme, France weuld directly
finance 18 teacher posts for the school vear 10832-1655. Theose numbers would diminish
slowly but reguiarly during the years to come. 3ut, side by side with the raduction
in those numbers, France planned, if the Centres so desired. to rechannel its assist-
ance towards high-level trainir: (practical training, statistical data processing,

statistical and ecenomic znalysis).

143. Under its scholarshir rro~rarme, France would maintain its riobal effort. But
it wished to vpoint out that the schelarships were included in the national programmes
of the recipient countries. Therefore, vheir allocation for the training of stati-
sticians depended in practice on the nricorities laid down by the States themselves.

145, With regard to its suhsidies te training Centres, France plznned to maintain
those intended fer the organization of practical surveys by students in the field,
which could be considered as one of the ossential aspects of statistical trainine.
On the other hand, it hoped that reuuests for consumer items and minor items of
equipment would pradually e reduced since they normally come within the recular

budget of the Centres,

150. With regard to nrovision of data-vrocessing and similar cquipment, France, which
had already helped tc enuir several Centres, hoped that harmonization of technicai
standards, as indicated in poragraph 141, be undertaken narticularly regardine the
operating system.

151.  As regards documentation, France would continue to provide a resular supnly of
French teaching materials. Turing the next three years, it weuld concentratz on the
provision of materials for training Centres dealing with intermediate staff,

152. As regards permanent training, France would net be zhle to meet all the requests
transmitted to it, because of the special efforts being made by many Centres which were
now opening for training irtermediatc staff. Durine 1684, France weuld envisage only
support for refresher courscs in CESD, the acceptance cf trainees in the technical
services of INSEE, and the organization of one seminar for technical staff of stati-
stical services. The same remark applied to the nnssitle transfer of the first
division of CESD to Africa. Such a move could bensfit from the support it deserved
only after a special effort had heen made on behalf of Centres training technical
assistants and after a certain number of nosts of technical assistant had been freed
by the Africanization of trainers of ITS and similar staff.

153, CFTC support is available to statistical training centrss and/or individuals
in/from the developing countrics who are member statss of the Commonwealth. Such
support is availed either in the form of technical assistance or fellowships and
training. CFTC offers no escuipment support.
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154. Technical assistance support is administored by the Ceneral Technical Assistance
pivision of CFIC and fellowships and training support by the Fellowships and Training
Programme of the Human Resources Division of the Commonwealth Secretariat. Each of
these two units have a roint of centact in the :~vernment administrations of the de-
veloping member States of the Comronwenith. Indesd in some cascs a common point of
contact serves both the units of CFTC. A1l recuests for Technical Assistance and
fellowship and training support 1C CETC have to Ho routed through these points of
contact for initial processing at the country level hefore being forwarded to CFTC. .

155, Fellowshin sunport 1s acco ded for traininy essentially in developing countries
and not “the dJdeveloped memher States of the Commonwcalth., Training supnort includes
support for training of trainers, recular training in hoth long and short term and
seminars and workshops with a bias on trainint.

156. 1In the case of sunport for narticipation of cormonwealth subjects in seminars

and workshops, such support can e accorded to facilitate participaticn in €eminars an¢
Workshops organized by a2ssocintc rembers of STPA both from within the Commonwecalth

and outside so long as the workshops and seminars are convened in developing countrics
i.e. within the Africmn region, preferakly in 2 mamter State of the Commonwealth.

157. CFTC is 2 fund set ur throuph voluntary_contributions of all the member States
in both developed and developing, of the Commonwealth.

158. The representative of the Oversens Development Administration referred to the
statement on technical assistance to statistical training in paper DM3/9.2. He
commented on the statistics of trainecs bLetween 1981 and 1983 which was distributed

at the meeting . He pointad out that these indicated nmot only the amount of assist-
ance to the training of statistician nrovided by the i.X (rather more than 155%2,000,000
per year)but also the demand mace hy countries for such training.

150. He stressed that the table referred only to f21lowships and did not include the
cost of staff and any ecuipment provided to training institution in Africe nor the
cost of any training staff and related ecuipment provided to national statisticzal
service.

160. The Fepresentative of the International Statistical Prozrams Center (ISPC) of

the U.S. Bureau of the Census indicated that the 16841985 training programs to bLe
offered in Washington by ISPC during the training ycar which hegins on 4 September 1934
will be annopnced in a training booklet which will he distributed worldwide in January
1984. These programs are similar ir contont and shicctives to those offered in the
recent past, with greater emphasis on incornorating microcomputer training into the
curricula in the various subjoct matter snecializations. It is tentatively planncd

to announce a third joint Master's degrec prograrm in addition to the current Combined
Degree Program leading to a Masier of Science in Social and Economic Statistics and

the Demography Derrce Program leading to n Faster of Arts in femography. The proposed
new program would lead to a Master of Arts in Administrative Science with a conceatra-
tion in Management Informatiocn Systems. An expanded special purposc program on training
of trainers will be offered. This will cnahle staff wenbers of national, sub-rerional,
and regional training centres o work with ISPC staff to jointly nrepare training
materials and to undertnke other Activities to strenpthen thelr programmes. These

other activities include participations in special courses, seminnrs, and professional
meetings on latest approaches to, and techninues for, the development and implementation
of technical training.
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161. It should be emphasized that ISPC is not in a position to offer financial assistance

to participants in its Washington-based on overseas training programmes. Fellowships

for participants in those programmes may be sought from a number of different donor
JAgencies including the U.S. Agency for International Development, United Nations De-
“velopment Programme, Food and Agriculture Organization, World Bank, and other UN

specialized agencies; agencies of the participant's own Government, and organizations
«which have committed resources to supnort Africa statistical development. In all cases,

applications for fellowships should be made through appropriate government channels by
the agency in which the prospective participant is employed to the representative of

the sponsoring agency in the participant*s country.

162. The Applied Statistics Research Unit (ASRU), University of Kent is a sclf financing
unit which offers a range of services: statistical analysis, consultancy, research 7
projects, courses, and software development. Together with the department of statistics
at the University, it has a range of experts, some of whom have direct experience of
developing countries. For many years it has had contracts with the ODA which involved
staff travelling to developing countries, and some staff have spent prolonged periods

at overseas centres. When mounting short courses, the ASRU has accéss also to other
staff, as in the case of the short course on Agricultural Experimentation being mounted
in Bangladesh in January 1984. The ASRU has no funds of its own for direct financial
assistance, but given projects such as short courses, consultancy etc., requested by

an STPA Centre, funds can sometimes be found from other sources. It has a very applied
emphasis, and is very keen to help developing countries wherever possible.

163. The possible areas of assistance are as follows:

Applied Statistics Research Unit (Data Processing Experience)

1

A user friendly survey analysis program (Software development)

Sample surveys and rural development course

Provision of special courses

Summer School in Statistics, 1984,

164. International Statistical Institute (ISI) has no significant financial resources,
and therefore has a different role tc others offering assistance. Its real resource is
in its members: about 1200 experienced and senior statisticians of all kinds throughout
the world are members, and in particular the Directors of National Statistical Offices
are members ex officio. Thus it can hclp in the making of contacts with experts, and
in similar activities, but for substantial assistance external financial input would be
required as was the case for the World Fertility Survey.

165. In order to provide a framework for these-or other-kinds of activity, the ISI has
created various structures. It has an Education Committee, vhich in turn has three
Task Forces, one of which is concerned with Statistics at Teriary and Technical Level.
It has also recently set up an International Statistical Research Centre, the Director
is Professor van de Kaa. In any connexion in which it is felt that ISI may be able to
help an approach to Professor van de Kaa, to the Director of the Permanent Office, or
to the Obscrver at this meeting (R.M. Loynes) would be welcomed.
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166. The International Statistical Education Newsletter (ISEN) is ?ublished three times
per year. Amongst other things it carries free brief advertisements for teaching :.
positions in third-worid countries. e

167. The Dutch assistance in the field of statistical training is largely realised
through the activities that are carried out by some of the Dutch institutions involved
in international training and research, in particular the Institute of Social Studies
(188) in the Hague. The ISS is supported financially by the Dutch government. Also
fellowships arc made availahle by the Dutch government to narticipants attending its
[rogrammes,

168. The Development Planning Techniques Programme (DPT) is the ISS.programme catering
for the training of statisticians at the Hague. This programme, which is a 6 months
post graduate Diploma Programme aims at bringing together the following three categories
of participants: ' '

(1) those involved in the preparation and analysis of the data required for
the planning process, e.g. national accountants and statisticians;

(2) those involved in the planning process, e.g. macro- and micro planners and
regional planners:; : '

(3) those involved in teaching and training work in these fields, e.g. at
universities and related institutes;

169. The programme offers the opportunity to acquire further knowledge in the various
fields it deals with, and which relate to data collection as well as data use for
purposes of policy making and planning. In particular some of the areas dealt with in
this course are: national economic and social accounting; sampling technicues; collection
and use of hasic statistical data: economic model huilding, econometrics, macro- micro-,
and regional planning methods, cost-benefit analysis. '

170. Fellowships for the DPT programme are made available by the Netherlands Government,
as already indicated. Further details on conditions may be obtained from the Netherlands
Embassies. International organizations like UN, ILO, EEC etc. also make available
fellowships for the DPT programme under certain conditioms. Further details may be
obtained from the organizations in guestion, or their local representatives.

171. Finally, the meeting expressed the hope that technical and financial assistance
from bilateral and multilateral donor agencies and institutions be continued and further
strengthened,

I. ‘DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON TRAINING ACTIVITIES
(Apenda item )

172. The documents for this agenda item are E/ECA/STPA/DM3/10 and E/ECA/STPA/DM3/11.

In his presentation, the representative of ECA stressed the importance of disseminating
information on activities undertaken under the Statistical Training Programme for Africa.
After describing the various ways in which ECA disseminated such information, he exhorted
STPA Centres, associate centres, non-STPA centres and national statistical services to
publish regularly information required; particular stress should be laid on the annual
numbers of students registered and successful at examinations and notes on research work
at the Centres with a view to better appreciating the efforts being made to implement

the Statistical Training Programme for Africa.

‘,I



E/ECA/PSD.3/20
Page 27

173. This presentation did not pnrovoke lengthy discussion. Participants made
corections to the information contained in the second edition of the Directory of
Statistical Training Centres Pazxticiparing ip the Statistical Training Programme for
Africa. The secretariat was recuested to harmenize the presentation of the publication
better. One representative stressed the uvsefulness of the Directory of STPA Centres
and hoped that programaes on course organizavion at tho Centres would subsequently be
included in the publication. It was also requested that associate centres should be
included in the Directory.

J. THER BUSIMESS
(Agenda item 10)

174. When the secretariat asked where and when the next meeting of Directors of STFA
Centres should be held, participants agread on Addis Ababa, during the first week of
November 1985,

175 One participant asked the secretariat to arrange to inform Centre Directors
sufficiently in advance of thc agenda so that the Directors could have the opportunity
to propose possitle additions of items they would wish to sce discussad.





