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lNTROWCTIG-l OF 'A:w3IC AS A WORKING lANGUAGE OF THE
ECONOMIC· COMl'AlssION FOR AFRICA

1.jr",BY' i1:sresbiuti.Cln'3190 (XXVIU) of 18 DeCember 1973, the General Assembly decided
to include Arabic among the >rorking languages of the General Assembly and itsprincip8.l
organs. Subsequently, at its third meeting (twelfth session) held in February 1975,
the COnference of ·Mi:lii.sters of the Economic CommissiOh for Afr'ica adopted resolJl*icn
253· (XII) ,of 2B February 1975 by which it requested the Economic and Social' CoUncil to
recommend to 'the General ASsembly the 'approval of Arabic as an offiCial and werking '..
language of the Economic Commission for Af'rica, in addition to English and French. ' (h

the rOOOllllllendation of the Second Committee» on 15 December 1975 the General ASsembly
approVed'the inclusion of Arabic aaanofficial and working language of the EconOmic
ComniiSc:1oo for Africain additidn to ~lish and French.

2., ' 'To fihance the services which would be X'eqliir'ed when the Comm:Lssion uses the Arabic
langllage'p'the General' Assembly was: supposed to increase the section of theregU1ll.to budget
of the United Nations relating t'oEGA by' the-amount of 524,000 United States dollars per
year on the basis of 1975 estimates. Unfortunately, because of the severe constraints
imposed bY the laok ofresoUr6es within the United' Nationsfaniily, only a very limited
numbet-cif 'PoSts for Al'abic t,.andl".+.cl"~ Fe!'c?.Jlceated to the Commission to implement the
deoiSion adopted by the General AS&einhly' ..••

' .. ,

3. At the fourth meeting of the Conference of' M:l.riistersof EGA $;hirteenth aession) held
at Kinshasa from 24 FEibruarjrtb 3l\hrohl9771the:dE>legat;ionS oft-he·Aj;;ab oountries
Ihembers of EGA expressed their <lOncern' at' the.faet that the doownents for. the ,Conferenoe
were not available in Arabic. The Executive Secretary of EGA promised to do his best to
see that the' Arabi.c J.anguage wouldbeef'feotiv-ely used as a tl:iird working"language of the

, cOInm:i.ssidn by thE> tinie the·Fifth·'Conferenoe of MiniSters l<as eonvened inl979.

"_~Y;'/: ,'. _ .. ::,. _.." .:-' .,' ",·f.. ' -.- '. "'.'

4<:~' .,'\~~ a ,tliorQllgh 'e1[a:Llfltion o:t'th~ p~ob4!mp it lms ~eafized that, in the light of
'the, .bU4getarysit1,llltioh, 1t would be;Very.diff~cultforEGA to :introduo.e fully Arabic as
:'l,,:rb~work:l.nglati.~geofE('AurilessextrablJdgetary resources were reoeiv.ed to.sUppl~
mtd the meagre resouroes which EGA' 1i'i'd:£<>i,-,~ha:tP1.lrp,ose:;crom the. United Na'tiona, regular
1xlc!£et. For the 19~/79 biennial bUdget 'period, ECt\ 'had been prOvided from the United

./ Nations regular budget with two posts of Arabic translators and two posts of Arabic
typ:lsts r whioh fell far short of the requirements for full and effective performanee of
the Translation Unit of the EGA secretariat. The attaohed lIUX'king sheet gives detailed
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oalcula'tlons 6f' the requirements for staffing of the Arabic Translation Unit, as well
as for purchase of dictionaries, reference books, dictaphones, typewriters and the
initial 'cps:!: .for;1;ravel of the newly recruited candidates amounting to $US 786,050 for
1978. The requiren.",nts for 1979 and 1980 ,,~uld be $US 6l8,'i'Ov each year. I

5. It would be advisable to recruit the Arabic staff at least for a three year fixed­
term period in order to ensure continuity and a high standard o:f candidates for translators
as well as for general service personnel. The total amount of money required for the full
staffing of the Arabic Translation Unit and its equipment would thus equal $Us 2,130,975.

6. In addition the Executive Secretary was asked by the fourth Conference of Ministeros
(thirteenth session) in resolution 294 (XUI) to provide Language training services and
facilities for the staff of EGA so that they could be proficient. in Arabic in addition
to French and English, To equip..and staff .the EGA language labOratory properly for that
pu:rpose would cost an additional sum, of· $US 75,,700 ,per annum, or $US 22'7,100 for the three­
year period 19'78-1980.

7. ')~'b~tl;1taj.it'esqurces to. be covered from· the extl'abldgetary sources will thus amount
to _WS:7~t()50 for 19'78, $US 6_~lhf{)o ,forl979~cl $US 618,700 for 1980. "

'f ,.:J ~c;_· _ ." , , ... , " !.- ..,

Be ]p".i'$·-,attempt tOSecuJ:'etheaddit;i,~l. resources needed to .implement the,:deoision
to wJp.~e.Arab:ic among.the worl$g-langu~ges.dthe Commission,theExeoutivese~~ary

invited,t\1e,ambas"adors:·of North .African States, aCCJ:'edited:to- Et1)i'Y."ia to a briefing
on 9tJim,,:arY,;L9'78-.at :~he Collll!lis,";i~:shea~rt~s.. , .. '., ,

-,·r·-;·· _ ~ ).: -x~· .,: ' '-','.
9. He'gave,theamj)assadorsofthe.Arab Rep~Pcl;i.cof )i:gypt,1ibe Libyan Arab Jamahir:i-a. ­
and Morocco and the Charge d'Affa4',es of the F;mpa!'lSy of· the,.PeIJlQcratiq Republic .of. t11e
Sudan the background to the question and recalled the commitment he had made at the
~.t,,~ting of the Con1'e-rences>t: Mini",~, atl{:plsha,sa t,<;>: the effect that A;rabic would
be,ll49Ptf4.'::a.sthe third workil1g.langu~8E'..of th~,Commission at. the,late<>t by t1).e fifth
meeting.. q:f;.the Conference of MiP.istep; li'obeduled'to be ,held at;,Rll,bat inilSl79.. ..

. ··"C:~";·.:._., \. ,.r:)·;.,~., _ I ..

10. ".!ie,t®njnfor, 3Ii them that the:,Gerle;J;'a;',,,Assembly had just. approved th~'budget of the
Unitl3d;NatiP.tls for 1':J78/79 ....,... ~;.~~;-~·;.c ~l:c~",tion made available to EGA, £orthe:Arabic
language amounted to 163,500 United States dollars whilst thet,ota.l,reqv.~,eachYel'r'
to implement the relevant resolutions amounted to 949,800 United States dollars. The
ellJ1;:l;ma1;ed;~icit for 19'78 was thus 786,05O.United$1;atl'S dollars... For 1979 !,-nd 1980
the defiojt).was- estima1:edat6l8,790 Unitecl States dol.lars bothyear,s beoa'J3~ the;J;'e ~ld
be, no,·need to_ bllY equipment001' OO'Vertl>e;travel OOl>t& of ;the staff mell'.bars concerned•

.'.

1l.,Th~Ex~~~ve$~~at1'also pointed PUt thai: iilre<>J>lution 294 (XIIr) the Conference
of Ministers hi!tl .~est~c·h:i.ln,to Qrganize training servicCo\l within tire &ecre1;a.riat so that
the staff could become px'oficient in Arabic, English and French. The French Government
had.donat~ a ,language l.abo~tory to EC'A which was already qeing, used for teaching English
and '~enc,r.' .'l1ies,,:diet~iat~~"\<mdea:Vd\utfngtoprOY':i.9.eelem~tarycQursesin Arabic but,
wit!l.Outiluitabl~;iiiateriiiaIiliqualff'ietl teachers~thet;t'il.i.ningcCA1i.dnotbe ~ou@1t up to
tIle ,liesireci lEive'1~)"':ro'db $6l<buid't-equfre an elct;ra 75,'700 Vn,ited States dollars PCV y¢ar
aZ.a; 't¥al of'; 2~?~qcf,f,c>l' ,fhetbreeyears~,to:l98o. .' ". ., .. " j .

• '.', • ;. '. ."' ••.. ,'J ' .'. r..o... ),'!'.:.' _ , ~' . '. " " ,.•
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• 12. It was fer that reason t~tth"'~¥1l<ec:lW;::i,v.eSf:qret"aryhad wanted to consult the
ambassadorS., of the North AfJ;'ioan1\.rab Slrate<'\accredit...cl to. Ethi.opia in th", hop", that

I tog'i'ther tpeycould ·find a way to solv'~ 'ch", ry~o~lem. It' w~s'unfortunatc that the Algmfian
Ambassaporto Ethiop~a,who UV",9, i,,:JjJ;J4rtO!>..j~ had not been ab..e 'coattend the me'i'tingo

,<"'

13. The ambassadors .who were PFesent.p.~·'l-ised,tile Ex",,,uHve SecI'etary for his initiative
Endst-.ressed the iJllportanc'C:! of ,il:heprq.I),l,em PCl"'E'.g by the adoption of Arabic as a working'
language of the United Na:l:ions,systepl,o,.In ,Afl'ig.a; eigh'~or nino countries spoke Arabic and
.lit-hir, OAU Arabic had been a working J.ll.1',guage for a long time, There was no doubt that it
could be used in the Commission in the san,e w".y as Rnglish and Frencil. It was made quite
olear by all oonce:med that 9 if AJ:1a,bio ",a'.;. to be.,used., H sh,_<,j.d be on an equal footing
with English ,and Frenoh. '

140 After taking ,)oteof the figures' :wh.iqh haq );>eeIl provided~ the ambassadors point,~d out
that the problem was an urgent one beoa'.lSe tl;1e .·cj:eficit for 1978 had to be made up quiokly
and yei:at i;hat stage alI the)' .9,ould d~ ¥!l;Sto~ort. to their r",speotive Govern.'Dents and
draw their at-;;ention ,to th,"l:'esolutions. oftheGe~aJ.Assembly and the, Confe1"ence of
Ministers of EGA. They fea:i.'edthat. the Execuili;,re Secretary might ha'lfe inter'Vened too late
at least as far as 1978 was concernedsil'l<;:eth~ St;"t~s:i:.1questio~ had already adopted
their budgets without makingprov:1.sion for that add:i:tional requil'e!l1er.tQ It was however
ac.kilowledged that in exceptional and untorese<-" ",ases' they might m"ke usa of ext:,rabudgetary
11e80UrCeso

1,50, It was asked why .the ;';eet~g had ,been c~""finerl:to theil:rab 'Jountries Cl"'JUbers of th..
Comm;i.ssion and if that mean': ,ha~; they' alone. w""eo'e .:roc,over thedei'ic:i:t: when it had been

. . . ' .. _,'. " ' ..". ' . ,,:,' ,I - " , ,',,_

said that Arabic should be. "",ecl.onan equa,l, .:forrVip!.l with~gHsh and French. Bearing ill
mind i:he c1eci.sicn which had heen adopted unanimously. by the de,'.cga.tions of Arab States in
thE'. General Assembly in '1973. t'o bear' t-h';'~:9,st9, of, iinolenimtiIlg General Msembly resolution
3190 (XXlflII) mentioned abO',,, fur the f:iXs1i~preeY"aJ;'$, .wi';;}" toP. Libyan. Ar'ab Jamahiria.~
Saudi Arabia al"d the Unit<.d Arab Emix-:ltes 'providir;g 70 per ,,<:n".' of the. ooo'1;'s, i': "as asked
whethel it was intended to app,Ly the s,ame.,prill<:!.ipl,,!.in ECA<, ~h'eoYer~ O.le ambassador wanted
to kno,' whether it h"d not bee;,poosib,~e :to Aeoure :thef·~iia.'l"ia:c :;'esources required to
lmplement the re.:.ol~ ions J..n q\le~+io.'~ :Z'l"oin h,o;~ ,.ert~abudgeta:r.y. r,~s<)l..\I'CP..3 of "the United Natic,aso

16,) The ExeGut ,1.Ye Sc-,(':!'·e"taJ.",Y .axp:iaine'~1 tha·c the m~at·bg' h~d 'be~. Qo:nf5n('d to repreaen1;ativ~
of ·che Arab Sl:ates l~embcl"s of the Conn;..i.ssion p:::imar:U.y beoa1).se cf whaJi: !"wd happened in 1973
l-Jhen 'there b.ad been the p:':"o1:'ll':!m of' fincl_~,ng GOJ.rces 0:: fi"13.-"1ci:.:.e tc COVDr the cost of'
including Al"abic among the l-O'oZ'iang 1~~,gl.\itg2.s c-f ';;h8 GellC~a·~. Assl,~nl\1"7 r_;'10- its main orgaTlSo
Then he did not think ·chat th., proble", f'a'Cir.g the secretal:'iat cc.uld he >:c.pidly solved in
a IOrl.lm comprising the 49 Sta·.-;es members o:? t!-:t Commi.s;~icn<, T~K~:t HaG why he had 'i:hough-t
that' the A:roab States rnembfc"s of the Ccr.1Il1':'.soion oould hcJp hi.m to find a eolut'ionc

1'7~ It was stl'tessed that Arabic had b,:i..U: adr)!Jted as a ~-J'O~king ~.rtnbllage ':rZ the United
Nai:ions only rece:.~tly 'lr,d tha·~ ~ for an i:l,e org'!l1s within the sysi;"m, J:inancillg was assured
through exi:rabudgetary resources 0 It wa" therefore umiE'rstood 1:h,xt the Ge..'leraJ. Assembly
had difficulty in ~eleas:J.ng cl',.,dits undtlr tile t'egtlla.,~ londgi2,t to ii1cludo Arabic among i:he
\;or\<ing languages of a:A, Th'" first Stiggc"tfon made hOld b",,,,, th,,;; ",~:trabl'dgetary resources
shou~d be found to cover the e:<pense"" ,ch:...i; the impleme.:l-=x~';.cn of the rS3o:O.u'i:ion would entail

• be<:auses at the t:ilne when 'che Coufe"cnce of Ministers had adopted il:s "esolution, the United
Na'dons l'egular budget, for 1976/77 had ah'eady be"" approved. Mv,...eoYer~ EGA had taken a
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num'tJa- of s'tiepS;.and "'he allocation of 163,700 Uriited States' dollars from the 1977/78
regular budget 'had riot been secUl,ed without difficulty. At presellt~ with the funds
available. it would 'De possible to use Arabic 'as a' working language, but no1:yet on an
equal footing with Engbsh and French, for only a limited nUlllber of doouments would be
issued in Arabic. The Exec"til'e Secretary agreed that Arabic should be used on the same
footing as English and French and the resources required to do so should be found rapidly.
He pointed out that, if funds ',,;ere not available be£ore April 19'78. it would be difficult'
to keep to the plans to use Arabic as a "orking language at the fifth meeting of the
Conference of Ministers at Rab<:.t in 1979.

lC., The' ambassadors promised that not only would they bring the question to the attention
of '''heir respective Governments but they would also have it put on the agenda for the
next meeting of the Arab League because within the League a committee had apparently been
set' up to study the question of the adoption of Arabic as a working language in inter-­
national organizations. At the same time all States members of ECA could be invited to
ma!«; a ,con:i:ribution, even a token oneg although that view was not shared ,by all the
ambassadors. Arab and African Governments should instruct theirdelegaticins to intervene
in the General Assembly and in the Fifth Committee with a view to finding ways of securing
the necessar'}' funds 1;c. have Arabic adopted as a working language of th,,,, CommiSsion although
that "QuId be a long-term objective which would have tu be implemented as from the 1980/81
,budget oyclc~ ,

19. The E,,,,,'u1:ive Secretary assured the ambassadors that the objective w::lS ultimately to
persuade the United Nations to take over ali the expenses for Arabic to become the third
'mrking language of the CommiSsiofl< For the time being, he proposed the 163p750 United
States dallal'S and whatever contl'ibutions the Arab member states made should be used to
make a s'tart :in implementing the reaolutiono 'That would be an example of an effort to be
se11 :l'eliant "hich wC'uld speak for itself and fol'ce ACABQ to pl'ovidet"he necessary funds
in the 1980/81 budGet for the secretariat to .adopt Arabic.

20" The Executive Secretary expressed his gratitude to the ambassadors and said t'hat he
had been encouraged '.:Iy the positive ,laY in which they had tackled the problem. He asnured
them that th<> 'Festion Hould be put on the a.:lenda of the eighteenth meeting of the'
Executive Committee which would be held towards the end of April 1978 so that all member
States would be inforIr.ed about it. '
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ESTIMA.TED COST FO~ ESTABLISIlM);}/T WITl1lN EGA. SECimTARIA.T OF ARABIC TRANSIATION UNIT
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I. §!.!!.!
. Reviser (p-4) (2)

Translators (P-3) (6)
.1)'R¥!~s (GS) (4).

, i\eference ~sistant (GS) (1)'
, Proof...readers (CS? (2)'

Subtotal - 15 posts

COI1DJ1on staff cost (40%)

'J~ubtota1

II. Estimated cost, of riJproduction of ECA.
dOQl.I!lt\':J1ts in Arabic . .

[II. Estimated cost of two Arabic interpreters
s~ic:i.tJ.R ECA. meetings

Estimated cost
of posts
in $US

33 000
25600
5000
5000
5000

Total cost
per year
in iUS

66 000
153 600

20 000
5000

10000

254,600

101840

·3561;40

2981360

Provided from
United Nations
Regular budget

in $US

51 .;ro
10000

61200

24800

.86000

40000

1
To be covered ;l
from extrabudget- ,
a:ry resources ;,

in ~~S

66 000
j102 'foo ,

10 000 J,
5000

,
I10 000

I193400

77 040

270.~.40 ,
•

258860

12inee9ri!i~'pci-year
o

IV. A.;p;.~!iion·ofdIctionaries, reference'
booM fl'd equipment

(a} ~Dt£ti,onar"J.,'es and r,eference bool-.s
--.(1;1 .~tll.p??nes.~.(12) . .. ,

(c ~ewrJ.ters - (4) , ,

" .Subt~ta1

i-',

"
'or

--~

84000

10' 000
4000

,.2.{OO .. ,.,

16.'iW
·'i·'

5000
1000
1,350

7.350

84000

5 000
3..000
1,350

9350
I
I
!
I
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V. Iaitial travel

ll',~~didates X 8,000

VI. Mabic lanmakjetraining

Teachers (2). lOBo h/year at iWS10/h
Equipment and materials

Subtotal

For 1978

For 1m ($786,050 IdS $9,350 for dictionaries
etC;'.~.L 'less, ~~"OOO for initial travel, and
less ;pj'O,000 f dr' equipment)

For 1980

Zstimated cost
of posts
in tus

Total cost
per year
in $US

88 000

10800
95000

949,800.....

Provided from
United Nations
Regular budget

in $US

5400
25 000

lQ3.750 ..

To be covered
from extrabudget­
ary resout'Oes

in $US

88 000

5400
70 000

786.. 050

786 050

618700

618 700

I

,

Subtotal
~ -... -.... -. ~

(Plus lOJ~ contingencies, including iirl'laU6ilaryfactors)

TOl'AL

.._-~ .. - ....

--,-

..

2,023 450

Al2345
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