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By its resolution’3190 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973; the General Assembly decided
to :mclude Arabic among the working languages of the General Assembly and its principal
organs. Subsequently, at its third meeting (twelfth session) held in February 1975,
the Conference of Ministérs of the Economic Commissioh for Africa adopted resolwkion
253 (XIT) of 28 February 1975 by'which it requested the Economic® and Social Council to
recommend to the General Assembly the approval of Arabic as an offiecial and working - -
language of the Economic Commission for Africa, in addition to English and French. (n
the recommendation of the Second Committee, on 15 December 1975 the Ceneral Assembly
approved - the inclusion of Arabic ag an-official and working language of the Eoonomic
Comm:c.saicm for Afr:c.ca in’ addit:.on te Ehgl:.sh and French,

To :E':manee '.‘:he sewices wh:.ch would be requirved when the Commission uses the Arabic
langzmg gy " the General Assembly was’ ‘supposed to increase the section of the regular budget
of the United Nations relating to ECA by the amount of 524,000 United States dollars péer
year on the basis of 1975 estimates, Unfortunately, because of the severe constraints
imposed by the lack of ‘resources within the United Nations faniiiy, only & very limited
nurber ‘of posts for Avabic Yranslatere vere a'*lcna.ted 1:0 "che Comm:.ss::.cm to implement the
dec:ts:.cm adopted by the General Assembly. a

3¢ At the four‘l':h maeting of the Confevence o:I:' Minmters of ECA (th:lrl:eenth gession) held
at Kinshasa from 24 Februvary to 3 March 1977y the'delegations of the-Arab countries ‘
members of BECA expressed their concern’at:the’ fact that the documents for the Conference
were not available in Arabic, The Executive Secretary of BECA promised to do his best to

“see that: ‘the Arabioc la.nguage' would ‘be effedctively used as a third working- language of the'
] Cnmmisa:.cni b}r the tine the F:.fth Cmference of Nh.n:.sters was com*ened m 19’?9 T

I}u‘\ V‘ter a ..horough evaluatmn of the problema it was. real:.zed that, in the 1:|.ght of
the budgetam' sityation, it would be very difficult for ECA to introduce fully Arabic as
a *hs.rd working -language of .ECA unless extrabudgetary resources. were rece:wed to supple- ..
me-t" the: meagre resources which ECA had for that purpose. ‘from the United Nations regular
bydgets For the 1978/79 biernial budget period, BCA had been provided from the United

“Nations regular budget with two posts of Arabic translators and two posts of Arabic

typists, which fell far short of the requirements for full and effective performanee of
the Translation Unit of the ECA secretariat. The attached working sheet gives detailed
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oalculations df the requirements for staffing of the Arabic Translation Unit, as well

~as for purchase of dictionaries, reference books, dictaphones, typewriters and the

initial cost for:travel of the newly recruited cand:.da.tes amounting to $US 786,050 for

1978¢ The requiren.nts for 1979 and 1980 w.uld be $US 618,70, each years

5. It would be advisable to rearuit the Arabic staff at least for a three year fixed-
term period in order to ensure continuity and a high standard of candidates for translators
as well as for general service persomnel. The total amount of money required for the full
staffing of the Arabic Translation Unit and its equipment would thus equal WS 2,130,9'75,

6s In addition the Executive Secretary was asked by the fourth Conference of Ministers -
(thirteenth session) in resolution 294 (XIII) to provide language training services and
facilities for the staff of ECA so that they could be proficient in Arabic in addition

to French and Englishe To equip and staff the ECA language laboratory properly for that
purpose would cost an additional sum of $US 755700 per annum, or $US 227,100 for the three —
year pericd 1978-1980,

7 LThe-total resources to be goyered from the oxtrabudgetary sources will thus amount -
to WS 786,050 for 1978, $U.:> 618,'-700 for 1979 and. $US 618,700 for 1980, . ..
|' ~0;

8. In 34 attemp'l; to secure the add:.t:.onal resources needed to mplement the. deo:s:!.on
to inelode Ayabic among the working- languages of the Com:.ss:.on, the Executive Secretar'y

invited.the ambagsadors:-of North African States. accredited: to- Eth:.m:.a to a br:.efmg
on 9‘3am.,ary 1978 at: the COMJ.SS-].QH 5 headquartgrs.. - ‘ o ‘

i "y
O, He. gave the amhassadors of the Arab Republ:.c of Egypt, the Libyan Av-ab Jamah:u:'la
and Morocco and the Chargé d'Affaiyes of the Embassy of- the: Democratic Republic of . ‘l:he
Sudan the background to the question and recalled the commitment he had made at the
last-meeting of -the Conference of Ministeys at Kinshasa to the effect. that Arabic would
be. adoptedr as the third working language of the Commission at, the latest by the f:l.:f‘th
mee‘f::m,g oct" *he Conference of MJ.D.‘LSterS $Ghednled 1:0 be. he]d a:t; Raba.‘k in 1979.
! L1 .

10, He then lnfOr 3d them that the Gene:;'a A.ssembly had Just a.pproved the hudget of the ,
Um.ted Nations for 1978/ 79 autu. thes v wlliccsation made available to ECA :Eor the Arabic
language amounted to 163,500 United States dollars whilst the total. requ:l.red each year
to implement the relevant resolutions amounted to 949, 800 United States dollars. The
estimated: deficit for 1978 was thus 786,050 United. Sta.tes dollarse .For 1979 and 1980 ‘
the deficit; was estimated at 618,700 Unjted States dollars both yeans because theve would
be no. néed to buy equlpmentmor cover the travel oo.sts of . t'he staff. mexr..ac,rs ooncerned. _
11» The Exeout'ive Secretm alsa pomted out tha‘l: in reso.i.utlon 294, (XIII) the Cmference
of Ministers hatl requested: him-to organize tra:l.nmg services within the secretariat so that
the staff could become proficient in Arabic, English and French. The French Government
had donate,q a language laboratory to ECA which was alrea.dy being used for teaching English
and 'Frenchs “The secretiriat’ was' ‘endeavourting to provide elementary courases in Arabic but,
without’ ‘su:.ta:ble material anil qualifletl teachers;, the tpaining could hot be brought up to
the desired levels " To do s¢o would t'equ:.re an extra 75,‘700 Un;l.ted Sta.‘ces dollat's per' ygar
oz'a “tota.l oi‘ 22’7?100 for- the three years up to 1980 ) P
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*12., It was for that reason that the Executive Secrelary had wanted to consult the
ambassadors . of the North African. Arab States. accredlted to. EthOpla in the hope that .
together they could find a way to. soive the nroblemo It was unfortunate that the Algenlan

'Ambassador to Ethiopﬁap who mxv@d in. Khartoum§ had not been ab.e to- attend the meetinge

15. :he ambassddors who were preuent pralaed 4"I:.\e Exeuutzve Secrecary for hlS 1n1t1ative n
and stresged the importance of the. prohlem posed by the adopt‘:.on of Arab-c as a working
language of the United Nations svstemo_ dncAfrdca eight or ninc countries spoke. Arabic and
within OAU Arabic had been a working larguage for a long time. There was no doubt that it
couild be used in the Commissiocn in the same wey as Faglish and Frenchs, It was made quite
clear by.all concerned that, if Al?a-blu was. to be.usedy it shucid be on an equal footlng
with Ehgl:Lsh and Frenche : . . )

4o Af‘t‘er tak:mg note of the flgureg wh:z.eh had been prov*n.ded, the ambausadors pointed out
that the problem was an urgent one bec.ause ‘bhn c}ef:n‘c:.t for 1978 had to be made up quickly
and yet at that s+a.ge all they could do RS . 'l:o peport to their respective Governments and
draw their atiention *o the. resoiwh.or:s of the General Assembly and the Conference of ‘
Miniaters of ECA. ,,hay fea.red 'that the E;.,eau'l.ue Sec.rc“ary might nave intervened too Jate
at least as far as 1978 was conccrned since the States .:ia guestion had already adop'!:ed
their budgets without makmg provision for that add:;:f':l.ona.l requiremerts It was however .
acknowledged that in exceptional and unforeseen cases they might make use of extrabudgecary
I'eSOUrces o

'501 It was asked Wiy thp mentmg had buen cfmf.me'l 'l:o ‘the Arab “Olh"t!"J es nenbers of the
Commission and if that mean’ what they alone weve to cover the deiicit when it had been

said that Arabic should be u&e-d o an equa.,l foou.ng with Encr.[:::h and Frenchs Bearing in
mind the decisicn which had ‘been adopted unanmoualy by the delegations of Arab States in
the General Assembly in 1972 to bear the .costs, of- s.mnj..nentmo General Assembiy resolution
3190 {XXV1II) mentioned above for the f.i.r%t three years with tkhe Libyan Arab Jamahiriag

Saudi Arabia ard the nited Avab Emivates providing 70 per cent of ihe cosis, i* was asked
whether it was intended o apply the same pringiple in ECA.. Noreover; one ambassador wanted
{0 know whether it had nct baen pOES:Lb_., LO seoure the f ;nanr:_ta. rrescurces requlrpd to
amplement the recoll isors in questios from  he evﬂ“vavaudgetavv resources of the United Naticas,

16, The Exeoutirve Serretary ewpiained that he mes mg had been confined to repreaentat:.ves
of the Arab States members oiff the Comcission primarily besause of whal had bappened in 1973
when tThere had been the problem of Tindivg scurces of finanecise tc covor the cost of
including Avabic ameng the workang langueagss of The Genera Assenlly cnd its main organs.
Then he did not thirk that th- problem facirg the secrelariat could bz yipidly solved in

a TYorum comprising the 49 Staces members of the Commissicn. Thot was why he had thought
that the Arab States members of the Commizoion couid help bhim to find a solutione

17, Tt was stressed that Arabic had baun adonted as a working Janguage of the United
Nations only receatly and that, for all +he organc within the syscem, Iinancing was assured
through extrabudgetary rescwrces. It was therelore understood “hat the General Assembly
had difficulty in releasing credits under tie regular budget to ilaclude Arabic among the
working Janguages of FCA. The first suggestion made had been tha' exfrabudgetary resources
shoujd be found to cover tns expenses thui the implementaticn of the resvintion would entail
- bevausey; at the time when the Conference of Ministere had adopted ifis resoiutiony the United
Nations regular budget for 1976/77 had already heen approveds Mureover, ECA had taken a
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nunier: of stepsiand the allocation of 163,700 United States dollars from the 1977/78 - "

regular budget had not been secured without difficulty. At present, with the funds
available, it would be possible to use Arabic as a working language, but not yet on an
equal footing with English and French. for only a limited number of documents would be
issued in Arabic. The Executive Sceretary agreed that Arabic should be used on the same
footing as Inglish and French and the resources required to do so should be found rapidly.
He pointed out that, if funds were not available before April 1978, it would be difficult-
to keep to the plans to use Avabic as a working language at the fifth meeting of the
Conference of Ministers at Rabat in 1979. -

1&, The ambassadors promised that not only would they bring the question to the attention
of their respective Governments but they would alsc have it put on the agenda for the

next meeting of the Arab League because within the League a committee had apparently been

set up to study the question of the adoption of Arabic as a working lanpguage in inter—
national organizations. At the same time all States members of ECA could be invited to
make a. caniribution, even a token one, although that viéw was not shared by all the .
ambassadorss. Arab and African Governments should instruct their delegations. to intervene .
in the General Assembly and in the Fifth Committee with a view to finding ways of securing
the necessary funds t¢ have Arabic adopted as a working language of the Commission although
that would be a long-term objective which would have tu be implemented as from the 1980/81
budget nycle,

19 The Excoutive Secretary assured the ambassadors that the objective was ultimately to
persuade the United Nations to take over all the expenses for Arabic to become the third
working language of the Commission. - For the time being; he proposed the 163,750 United
States doliars and whatever dontributions the Arab member States made should be used to
make a start in implementing the resolution. ~ That would be an example of an effort to be
seif reliart which would speak for itself and force ACABQ to provide the necessary funds
in the i980,81 budget for the secretariat to adopt Arabic.

20, The Executive Secrstary expressed his gratitude to the ambassadors and szid that he
had been encouraged by the positive way in which they had tackled the problem. He assured
+them that the guestion would be put on the agenda of the eighteenth meeting of the -

Executive Committee which would be held towards the end of April 1978 so that all member
States would be informed about it.



ESTIMATED COST FOR ESTABLISHMENT WITHIN RCA SECRETARIAT OF ARABIC TRANSIATION UNIT

. Provided from To be covered .
Gstimated cost Total cost United Nations from extrabudget—-
:ﬁ ?ngts P i: gggr Regular budget -~ ary resources ‘
in {US 3n UG
Ie Staff
" Reviser (P=4) (2) 33 000 66 000 66 000 -
Translators (R-3) {6) 25 600 153 600 51 200 102 400
_Typists (Gs) () - 5 000 20 000 10 000 10 000
Reference Assistant (GS) (1) 5 000 5000 - 5 000
Proof-readers (GSY) (2) 5 Q00 10 000 - 10 000
Subtotal - 15 posts 254 600 61 200 193 400
Common staff cost (4L0O%) 101 840 24 800 77 040
 Subtotal 356 440 86 000 270 440
II. Dstimated cost, of reproduction of ECA o
w@ts in Arab1c 208 660 40 000 258 860
[TTI. Estimated cost of two Arabic interpreters
serV1gg;gEEA reetings _
12 meeg'igs Deér year . 84 000 - 84, 000
v, F;cql;lsglon of dictionaries, referénce’ =~ - - - oL L .
books,_snd equipment o
Eb 2D tionaries and reference bhooks ? 10" 000 5 000 5 000
e Q{gtaphones - (12) . = 4 000 -1 000 3.000
ewriters =" (L) L7 2.7%0. 1.3%0 .1.350
.- Subtotal . 9 350

7.350




ESTIMATED COST FOR ESTABLISHMENT WITHIN ECA SECRETARIAT OF ARABIC TRANSIATION UNIT

(continued)

[ ‘
e L et et . Provided from To be covered
T - “Stu'at?d cost Total cost United Nations from extrabudget-
iy of posts per year
2 in BUS in $US Regular budget ary resources
ol 7 in $03 in $US
Ve In:l.tlal tra‘vel
11 candlda.‘l:e.s X 8,000 88 000 - 88 000
vI. ga.b:m 1angt_1_age tgammg
Teachers. (2} 1080 hfyear at f*usm/n 10 800 5 400 5 400
Equipment and materials ' 95 000 25 000 70 000
Subtotal 949.800... . ... 163.7590 786_ 050
For 1976 786 050 ’
For 1973 ($786,050 less v9,350 for dictionaries
etcessy less $88,000 for initial travel, and .
less $"0,000 fcm equ:r.pment) 618 700
For 1980 618 700 ,
» 7 Subtotal 2,023 450
(Pilus 10{ contingencies, including inflatiofiary “factors) — 202 345
TOTAL 2225795
v




