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E/ECA/TRAN~/IO 

A. ORGllN1ZATIOH AiD ATTENDANCE 

1. Tl1e inaugural meeting of the Inter-State Facilitatioa Commission of the 
Cairo-Gaborone Tra'1.s-East "frican Highway Authority was held at Cairo, Egypt, 
fron 24 to 26 CX::tober 1983. 

2. The oeeting lias attended by representatives of Egypt, Ethiop:!.,,-, Kenya, 
the Sudan, Zaobia ~1d ZirIDubwe (mer.toors) and thm.n.da (associate mer:lber). T~1e 
United Nations Co;:fere!1Ce on Trade and DeveloprJent (UNCI'AO) a,ill tI:e L:tc!'>.1ational 
TIOc.C: Federation (IRF) [!.tte:lcled as observers. 

B. OPENING OF THE l!iEETING , , 

3. L, his opening address to the eleeting, lvir. I.'ioheiddiIl.e Abelel .Latif, yurrent 
Chairr.k'lll of the Governing Council of the Cairo-Gabo.rone. Tra..,s-East African Highway 
Authority .(TEAHA) "elcomed participat>ts to Cairo, .ru:d expressed hisappreciatim, 
of the efforts made by the l:h:>i ted Nations ·Economic Comnl.ssion for: .p,fri"ca 'in organiz1"g 
the meeting and doL1.g the background >Iork for the proper establishment of" the L..,ter-
State Facili tatioi1.~ Cotu:upsio"n. ' , 

o· 

4. Travel along the Cairo-Gaborone Highway,'f~s hanpered by a. lack of adequate 
i"frastructure as lIell as legal and ad.<:1ihistrati ve barriers whic], slm'led down 
socio-economic develo!:'ment. The i:lain ··purpose· of establishing' th., . L,ter-8tate 
Facilitation Cofilmission t-Ias to elir.ri.nate suCh non-physical barriers.'. T_~e concertod 
effoi-ts of all me:;lber cOlmtries was required to effectively implecie::l"t'tt"he, work of 
the Co3r.lission. Reliable statistical data on' e;dsting constraints t"i,<trayel and 
i3.1ternational trade, and LY}iorontion on exi::r'.;L-~3 i7!ternational 'agreer.1ents::and 
treaties were required before the Facilitation Cocmission could attempt to elimin"te 
or at least reduce the barriers along the Cairo-Gaborone Highl'TaY; He, condludecl;'b:r 
paying special tribute to. the. Executive Secretary of ECI, for his dedication to th", 
cause of African developrerit· a."Od . prosperi ty. •.. _ . . ... ' ". '" . . ... ,. 

5. L, his stateme"t, Mr. Tchouta i!~lUSSa, Director of Tra.!l·sport; ·.eor:lr.runications 
and Tmir"iso Division of ECA apologized for the a;"sence of Professor Adebayo Aded,di, 
"ho'Has 'a:ttendinga r,ieethig of Heads' of State· of Central flfrican States in Ga,bon 

.'¥,d .thanked l;ohe Egyptian Governr.1Cnt for.hosting the meeting,. and for its traditic 12.1 
hospitality •.. Travel in 'Africa continued'to' suffer from physical aIld non-physica'. 
b=rie;"s, and 'the Cairo-Gaborone High>Tay was no exception. The work of the 
Fa:c:Llitation; (pmoission 'should therefore focus on identifying: such barriers throe ,;:11 
actual obse'ryation 'of prevailing cciriditions •. Tlle Hark programme prepared for tp.< 
benefit of particip2.!1ts provided a 'programme of action to' cleterr.line ··theextent 0;" 

. non~hyl3ical barriers hindering travel and trade along the .. High>Tay • 

6. He r~vi·ewed .in some detail. the various actiVities .pi-,?posed, anc the terms c f 
referc.:1ce of the subsidiary bodies to be established. Tne :Facilitation Cotnr.lissic.1 
should .spare no' c:Zfof"c' in pursuing the Authority's .",ajor objective of removi;1g ncCl­
physical trade barriers. ECA was fully conimitted· to'suppOrting the .Con,:U.ssion's 
efforts within the limits of its available resources. Theprograc"'1e under revieH 
foresa'H an initial meeting of the Conmission at Addis Ababa, unless another venue 
was agreed upon. ECA "ould do its utmost to mal", that initial meeting a"d any 
subsequent oeetings a3 successful as possible. 
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Election of off~ (ageada ite'-1 2) 

7. 'The meeting lli,ani06usly elected'representatives 
cOlli,tries as the' buroau of the :neGting: 

Chairman: 
, Vice~airr.Ja;1: 
Rapporteur : 

Zgypt 
Zimbabwe 
Kenya' 

Acioption of the agencia (agem:a item 3) 

8. The following aga,da was adopted: 

1. ,Opening of the meeting 
2. Election of officers 

of the follo>Ii"g' member 

3. Adoption of the agenda ar.d 'organizatio:1' of work 
4. Considerati01' of the prograr.mIC of the Inter~tate 

Facilitation Comnission 
5. Establishme.,t of subsidiary bodies of tbe Commission: 

(a) 
(b) 

,', (c) 

Working Group on CustoClS' 
~'lorlting Group on Ifl1r.rlgration 
vlorking Group on Traffic Regulations 

6. Other r:a tters 
7. Date and ,place of,the next r.lC,eting 
8. ,Adoption'of the report 

C. SUMMARY OF ffia:::EEDn~GS 

Q,nsic1eratio·~· of tile nrogramme of ~rk of, the TptCr-St"ate 
Facilitation Comr.nssio:l ,(agenda item 4) 

9. The 
cont?-iaed 

Chairman ,briefly outlined the progra::iriJe of work 'of the C6,umissio'1 as 
in documnt TIlM1S!TEAHA!rSFC!1 ancii,wi'ted COr.1r.lents from 'the fioor. 

10. The representative of Egypt suggested that ti;e period' of prelir.ri.nary studies 
needed to be extended to six lII::mths. In the re"-ntir.,e ECli.' should prepare a detailed 
plan of work to assist the Comr.nssion to establish a data' base on existing ,rules 
and procedures on, L.l.ternatioaal travel and trade. h. "prelirr':.i.nary .study conducted 
on t:1e, extent of constraiIlts r.ri.ght be useful to the Nork' of the Co::.ru.csion. 

" . . . .' 

11. The representative of Zimbabwe said th~t' it "ould be important to exar.ri.ne t:,e 
structure of the Facilitation Commission before consideriilg the ti::lO frame 
proposed for its preliminary progralJlj7ie of studies. ,. 'The 1-lork of the COmmission anc.. 
ECA could be simplified if all n""clber <ooWltries iel1t to ECA, ahead of the prelim.iloaI'Y 
Deeti~g of the COI:1J:ussion at Addi" Ababa (or " 'a."other" venue that may be agreed uPOi1), 
:thcir' 'respective r-'-11e~ a.J.c1 proc~dures ·gOve~i.n~ i:T~eI?natiolial travel.'" 



.. 
• 

12. After further disoussions, the Facilitatio:.1. ConT.lissiorJ. agreed to nake the 
folloH'Lig recol11l!le.:.Ldatio113: 

/ 
.'(0'')' The actual study of the Comr.rlsaion "ould comnenco a:t;ter t:1.0 forthcor..i.ng 

j,delis Abatia, cieeting 0;: the Inter..,Statc,F<:eilitatio!1 Commission; 

':(b) The EC.', secretariat would prepare a ,)lUll of action for the" 
Inter-S:t;ate Facilitatio:1 Cou,"ission prior to its i.;,i tial meetL,g, based on­
COlLltry Euomssion[; of the rules and procedure3 governing ir:ternatic·:lal travel 
and trade in each re:Joor COlli"1.try. 

13. Tho Inter~tate i!acilitation Co=ission the,., adopted its prograrJme of 
·porl:: loIith the above-r.lentio~1ed rcr.arks. 

E:;ta:Jlishutent of sub:;idiary'bodies of the Conr.ri.ssion (agenda ite!:l 5),··· 

Ih. The Chairr.tai1 of the Comgission introduced the iter.t as contaL"'1ed in \ 
l-JOrld.ng docuJ:1ent T':tAHG/TSflliA/ISFC/2 al1.d underc;eorecl the iutportance of facilitatiag 
travel and trade in tho region. The document cOCltai!1ed adequate ,io1for=tio:1 to 
serve as a pringboard for the planned activities of the three llorki:""lg Group~: .• 

,15. L. the ensuine iliGCussions, the represe:-::tative of Egypt said,that it:· wight 
be elesirable to expa.."1Cl the working, grou;:>s to er.r,:>hasi"e the traffic pol:!.!"e ,aopect 
of the probleut. 

16. T:1.e repreGentative of Zimbabwe thought t:oat the traff1e 'aspect apel other 
sipi.lar refineoe,nts cocld be tal<en care of by co-opting, at a late:- elate, expertG 
to uor!c in the various fielcls; and therefor~ the three working:·Groups proposed 
ohou:"'d be considered n.d.equate for the time bei:·!e. The representatives ~.of ~he 
Sud~. apd Ethiopia,Gupported Z}mbabwe's proposal. 

·17. The represe:o.tative of Kenya proposed that consideration bei given to the 
uSe of African a.ld"int~rnational conscltants to aDSeSG existing ·coru:;traints to 
travcl and trade alol"!g TEiU!A .• 

. ... , .. 
lS. The representative of ECA stated that the participation of the hfricans 
tlleilool ves in the asneSGr".lCnt of the existi:1~ problcf.1s to travel at'"ld trad~., and 
L. tbe forutulatim-, of ",omedial measures "ould be indispensable to any effective 
programEle of rer.lOvi.;lg travel =d trade obstacles. If consultantG needed to be 

, ~ 

e!;,ploy.ed, then preference should be given to hfrica... eonGUltants,; , " 
19. f.~fter further dioo'..!Gsions on· :the eatnhlishnc...l.t of the working .groups, 
the're;:>rezentative of Zgypt proposeel that various countries should be assigned 
to· chair the ·three .. Hori:i..:."1.g Groups.. ·,1 ... ' . . 

20. : The 'representative of Kenya enqUired lIhat the role of ECfI lIas in the \lork 
of 'rnAE!>, the L.ter..,state ,FaCilitation cOmusoion a::!d the. Working GrouP$ • 

. ~ , . .' 
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21. 'The representative'of EGA said that in the absence of a TEfiliA secretariat, 
ECA 'Hould. act as the secretariat for txJth the Authorl ty a.,d the Cor:lDis8io~, as 
uell an a co-ordinating body for the Working Groups. Eel, was cor.mrlttcd to 
proV~Q].ng all the necessary support to the Inter-5tate Facilitation Com .. :Ussion 
a..:.G the Harking Groups. If it waz decided after ~)che forthcoriling extraordinary 
neetinG to revive arId :Jrovide sufficient financial support to the full-fledged 
aceretariat of TEAHf,. and to assign a Director-{.',crlCI"'-l and his Deputy, ·then 
that secretariat would aSSill.le full responsibility for all adr.tinistr;::,tive I!latters, 
and ECi. Hould continue to support it to the best of its ability. If, 0" the 
other hand, the Gover:l~1g Council of TEAHA should opt for ail alternative 
arr~,genent, fu.ct request ZCA to revive the Trans-African Highway Bureau to act 
as the secretariat of the Council, then ECA would provide "hatever secretarial 
services the Inter-Gtatc Facilitation Cor.unissioil anCt its organ.s 'oigirt reqUire, 
includiag co-ordination of the activities of the Norki.."'1g Groups. 

22. The represeiltati ve 0":2 I{"enya asked what the role of a ChainJai'i· of· .. the 
vlork~""lg Groups would ~. 

23. The representative of EGA said t:...t .it Hould primarily ar.rnmt to 
co-o~dination of the lTorl,: of the various a"spects of facilitation of travel ;,md trade. 
But the "urden of respoo:1sibility needed to be shareclby each and every member. State 
which needed to make h"'~"l a.'"ld material resourceQ available if the ve!!ture was -to 
be useful and 'effective. 

21}. Based on the ECI. .proposals and the discussioO"l that ensued, the L..,ter-8tate 
Facilitation Co~ission decided that: 

(a). The terms 0:[ re,,;crcnce of the three Hor!:inB Groups shoulci be accepted 
as oroTX>.sed. The laGt ·provisioa of the indicative terr:lS· of reference on 
i!:'",ri.~tion would be rello'rded to clarify that eOlL"ltries would ensure that transit 
passengers would be required to show proof that they had suffieie!lt· ,""a,s of 
support throughout their stay; 

(0) The follo'Ting member countries should chair tho' three Hork:Llg Groups, 
as . shol:T!1: 

The Sudan: ~Iorld.~g Gro;"p on Custor.ls 
Ethiopia: Horking Group on Traffic 
Kc-""1ya, Horl<L""1g Group on Imr.ri.gratio:"l 

(c) The Chai~, of the lnter-5tateFaeili tation Comnission and' the .Chairr.eil 
of the tlu:,ee Norking Grou!,s should hold their intial preparatory meetbg at· ECj, • 
headqUarters in Addis ADaba in ii/arch 1984. The Chairnen oight, if they 'so desired, 
be aecoopanied by relevant experts. ECA would correspond Hith member countries 
in the fJeantioe, to obtain data and infornation 0;'1 existing regulations, and 
procedures governing io:1tcrnatio!lal travel fu,d tracle; 

• 
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(d) fused on ir£ormation obtained ECA should prepare a plan of action 
for the L.ter-State Facilitation CoI1t'OJission and its Horking Groups; 

(e) ECA should corrtL1ue to act as the secretariat of the Coomission a..,c 
should co-ordinate the Hor!·:L.'g Groups, uJlless and u!""ltil an alterr.ative arrangement 
has been made by the Governing Colli.cil. 

ott'er matters (agenda itec.-, 5) 

25. The representative of- Ui1jGrli.D said that l;r .. .lCh relevant treaty a::.1d 
documei!.tation material :m.d already bee:l collected lli1c1er the auspices of UNDP­
finai1cecl UHcrAD-exccutec1 projects in Eastern arx": Couthern African. Dubrcgiot18, 
ar.a at !:.ational levels i!1 the Sudan, Ethiopia a:-:lcl Egypt (on ouston regul~tion 
ai'1.d procedures); a~d tha"t' a. iixxiel treaty had bee;.:. drafted for BUrtElm, Rwanda, 
Ke~ya a".l.d Uganda, which coilid form the basis for 2. future agreemeI!t i::::. the 
Cairo-GaooI.'One axis. F-...u-tller, oaximtl!] use should be made o·f ongoi"-lg Preferential 
Trade Area :activities in the sit:rplificat:Lon and r.armonizatio~ of trade c1ocurents .. 
He urGed that maximum use should be made of accur.rulated expertise L, facilitation. 
His agency >Tould participate in the preliminary neetinG of the C!lairne:'l of the 
\'lortd"G Groups iT! Addie Ababa in March 1984, to "ssist in every res;>ect possible 
and to avoid duplication of efforts. 

Date and place of, the next ClCeting (age:J.da i ten 7) 

?..6. The L.ter-State Facilitation Cor.u;1ission dGcic1ecl to hold its next meeting 
at ECA Headquart<:rs, l,ciuiG I.baba, in July 1984. 

Adoption of the report (ageada iten 8) 

27. During the final seGsion, the representative of Zambia apologized for the 
late arrival of his delegation and the absence of the fAtlnister designated to lead 
his delegation, .. ho had been kept a>Tay by the O1'lgoing rlatioaal elections at home, 
and affirned his country's strong support for the icleals of the trans-African 
highway pi~ject. 

28. The rapporteur the;: presented the report of the "leeting and, after some 
dioouscions, the Inter-state Fa"ilitation Comr.ti.Gsion adopted its report. 

29. r" hiG closinEl s"catem:J.t, the Chairr.lan thanked participants for their 
valuable contributions and dedication, and said that the inaugural meeting should 
serve as a sprinElboarci fo .. the very vital lli.dertaking ahead. He the:. declared 
tee neetL'g closed. 


