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A. ORGANIZATION AIID ATTEMDANCE

1. The inaugural meeting of the Inter-State Facilitation Commission of the
Cairo-Gaborone Trans—East African Highway Authority was held at Caln), hgypt,
fro1 24 to 26 October 1683.

2, The meeting was attended by representatives of Egypt, Ethiopia, Keq;a,

the Sudan, Zambia and Zimbabwe (nenoero) and Rwanda (aasoc1atc member}, The
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devclopment (UNCTAD) and the Tatcérmational
Roc¢ Federation (IRF) atteaded as cbservers,

B. OPENING OF THD EETING .

3e In his opening address to the meeting, Mr. loheiddine Abdel Latif, current
Chairnan of the Governing Council of the Calro-Gabor01e Trans—East Axrlcan Highway
Authority .(TEAHA) welcomed participants to Cairo, . aind expressed his appre01at‘oA

of the efforts made by thé United Nations Econonic Cormission for Africa ‘in organizing
the meeting and doiag the background work for the proper establlghncnt of’ the Inter-
State Facilitation: Cominission. :

- L. PR
ar

Le Travel along the Cairo-Gaborone Highway was hanpered by a lack of adequate
infrastructure as well as legal and adninistrative barriers which slowed down
socio=econoriic development. The fhain purpose. of establishing the . Inter-State
Facilitation Commiszsion was to eliminate such non-physical barriers. The concertcd
efforts of all member countries was requireq to effectively implement: the work of
the Commission. IHeliable statistical data onm o.lrtlng constraints to‘travel and
international trade, and informmtion on existing international agreements and
treaties were requirec before the Facilitation Cormission could attempt to elininnte
or at least reduce the barriers along the Cairo-Gaborone Highway. He. concluded- br
paying special tribute to the EXecutive oecret"r3 of ECA for his dedication to thz
cause of African developnejt and’ prosperity. TR S

L

B In his statement, Mr. Tchouta Moussa, Director of Transport, Co#nunlcatlonc

and Tourlsn D1v151on of ECA apologized for the absence of Professor Adebayo Adede ii,
who was attendlng a neetihg of Heads of State of Central African States in Gabon

.and thanked the Egyptian Government for hosting the meeting, and for its traditic 2l

hospitality. . Tr'avcl in Africa co-1t1nued to suffer from physical and non-physical
barriers, and ‘the Cairo-Gaborone nghway was no exception. The work of the
Facilitation.Commission 'should therefore focus on id entlfylng ‘such barriers through
actual observatlon of nrevalllng conditions, .The work programne prepared for thc
benefit of partlclpaﬂts provided a programme of action to determine ‘the extent o

-non-physical barriers hindering travel and trade along the Highway.

6.  He reviewed in some detail the various activitiés proposed, ancé the terms cf
refercice of the subgidiary bodies to be established, The:Facilitation Commis&ic.a
should spare no cffoft in pursuing the Authority's major objective of removing nca—
ohysical trade barriers. ECA was fully committed to-supporting the Commission's
efforts within the limits of its available resources. The .programnme under revieu
foresaw an initial meeting of the Commission at Addis fAbaba, unless another venuc
was agreed upon. ECA would do its utmost to make tiat initial meeting and any
subsequent meetings as guccessful as possible.
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Elcction of officers (agenda item 2)

e ‘The meeting unanirously elected representatives of the following: member
countries as the burzazu of the meeting: e S '

Chairmans Zgypt
:Vice=Chairman: . Zimbabwe

Rapporteur: . FKenya-

Adoption of the apenda (agenda item 3)

8. The following agenda was adopteds

1, : Opening of the meeting

2. Election of officers

3. Adoption of the agenda and ‘organization of work

L+ Consideration of the progranne of the Inter-State
Facilitation Cormission N

5« Establishment of subsidiary bodies of the Commissions

(a) Worldng Group on Customs _
{b) ¥orking Group on Immigration . o
T (e) Wor{lng Gnoqp on Trafflc Regulatlonu

6. Other matters
7« Date and place of the next -eetlng
8. . Adoption of the report

C. ~ SUMMARY OF PRCCEEDINGS = . S

Qgpalueratlon of the o} i wor of .
Facilitation Commission (agenda item 4)

.9. ‘The Chairman briefly outllned the prograrime of work of the Cormission as
contelaed in dOCuneﬂt T?Aﬂo/TEAJA/ISFC/l and 1nV1ted comnents fron thc floor.

10. The representatlvc of Egypt suggestcd that tno period of prellmlnary studies
needed to be extended to six months. In thé mezntime ECA- ehoulc prepare a detailed
. plan, of work to assist the Corrussion to establish a data base on existing .rules
and procedures on, international travel and trade. n'pre11m1na v stucy co1ducted
on the extent of constraints might be useful to the work of the Cocm1u51on

11, Thé representative of Zimbabwe said that it would be importaut te examine the
structure of the Facilitation Commission before congideriig the timo frame
proposed for its preliminary programze of studleu." ‘The work of the Commission and

ECA could be simplified if all member countries sent to ECA, ahead of the preliminary

ﬂeetlﬂg of the Comrission at Addis Ababa (or ‘anotlier venue that may be- agreed upon ),
their irespective rules and proccdurcs goverjlng 1Jter1at10nal Lrave4.'

a
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l2. After further disoussions, the Facilitatiou Commission agreed to make the
“ollowing recommendations:
i _ /
. ~-Tﬁ01 The actual study of the Commission woulcd commence aftcr the fbrthcor1ng
iddis Abebd -meeting of the Inter-Statc Focilitation Commission;

(b} The ECh: seéerctariat would prepare a plaii of action for the =
Inter—State Facilitation Coimission prior to its initial meeting, based on-
country subnissions ©i the rules and procedures governing intermaticnal travel
and trade in each neiver country. o

13. The Inter-State [Facilitation Commission then adopted its progrﬁmme of
worlt with the aoove-fEﬂtloned rcnark3

Establishment of subsidiary'bodies of the Commission (agenda item 5)

14, The Chairmaih of the Commission introduced the itenm as contal.ed in

working document TRAUS/TZAHA/ISFC/2 and underscored the importance of fﬁc111tat14g
travel and trade in the region. The document contained adequate dinformation to
serve as a pringboard for the planned activities of the three orking Groups. . |

15 In the ensuing dizcussions, the represeatative of Egypt said-that it-aight

be desirable to eypand the working groups to erphasize the trafflc polipc aspect
of the problem, .

16. The reprcsentative of Zimbabwe thought that the traffic: aspect and other .
similar refinements could be talen care of by co-opting, at a later date, experts
to worlk in the vorious fields; and therefore the three working.Groups proposed
should be considered adequate for the time being, The représertativesiof the
Sudan and Ethiopia supported Zlnbabwe 5 propOSal '

"17. - The repreaeﬂtatlvc of Kenya prOpOsed that consideration beLglven to the

use of African and infernational consultantu to assess exlstlrg -constraints to
travel and trade alo;g TEAHA.

1. The representative of ECA stated that the participation of the Africans
thenszelves in tlhie assessnent of the existing problens to travel and trade, and
in the formulation of remedial mecasures would be indispensable to any effective
programne of removing travel and trade obstacles. If consultants needed to be
employed, then preference should be glven to African consultants.

- A S
19, After further discussions on the establishment of the worlking groups,
the -representative of IZgypt prOposed that various countries should be assigned
t5- chair the threc ‘brl wifg Groups.'_ ' ‘ o

20, :The rcpreseﬁtatlvc of Kenya e1qu1red what the role of ECA was in the work

of T“AHA, the Intcr-utatc FaC111tat101 Cormission and the Working Groups., -
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2l, :The representative of ECA said that in the absence of a TEAHA sccretariat,
ECA would act as the secretariat for both the Authority and the Commiszion, as -
well as a2 co-ordinating body for the Working Groups, ECA was committed to
providing all the necessary support to the Inter-State Facilitation Commission
and the Norking Groups. If it was decided after 'the forthcoming extraordinary
recting to revive and orovide sufficient financial support to the full-fledged
secrctariat of TEAHA, and to assign a Uirector—-Generzl and his Deputy, -then
that secretariat would assuue full responsibility for all administrative matters,
and ECA would continue to support it to the best of its ability. If, ou the
other hand, the Governing Council of TEAHA should opt for an alternative
arrangement, and redquest ZCA to revive the Trans-Airican Highway Bureau to act
as the secretariat of the Couacil, then ECA would provide wnatevcr secrctarial

services the Inter-Gtate Facilitation Commission and its organs migit requ1re,
including c0mord1nat101 of tnM activities of the VWorking Groups.

o The representative of Henya asked what the roie of a Chaimue:.of.the
Woridng Groups woulc be,

23 The representative of ECA saicd tihat it would primarily amount to

co-ordination of the worl of the various aspects of facilitation of travel and trace.
But the burden of responsibility needed to be shared by each and every member. State
which needed to make humaii and material resources available if the venture was 'to

be useful and effective. '

2k, Based on the EC/ .proposals and the discussion that ensued, the Inter-State
Facilivation Commission decided that:

(a) The terms’ 0; reference of the three Worling Groups should be accepted
as pronosed. The last pr0V151OJ of the indicative terms of reference on
imiigration would be reworded to clarify that countries would ensure that transit
passengers would be reduired to show proof that they had sufficient” means of

. support throughout their stay;

(b} The following member countries should chair the three Worki:ag Groups,
as showms :

The Sudan: Vorlking Group on Custons
Ethiopia:s Horking Group on Traffic
Kenyat ~ Horlking Group on Immigration

(c) The Chairman of the Inter-State Facilitation Commission and the Chairnen
of the three Working Groups should hold their initial preparatory meeting at ECA
headquarters in Addis Ababa in March 1984, he Chairmen might, if they so d351red
be accompanied by relevant experts. ECA would correspond with member countries
in the meantime, to obtain data and information oa existing regulations and
procedures governing international travel and traces

Y
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(d) Based on irnformation obtained ECA should prepare a plan of action
for the Inter-State Facilitation Commission and its lorling Groups;

(2) ECA should contiaue to act as the secretariat of the Commission and
should co-ordinate the Yorlihing Groups, unless and until an alternative arrangement
has been made by the G0vornlng Council,

Other matters (agenda item 5)

25. The representative of UNCTAD said that much relevant treaty aad
documentation material nad already been collected under the auspices of UNDP-
financed UNCTAD—exccuted projects in Eastern and Jouthern African subregions,

ard at mational levels in the Sudan, Ethiopia and Epypt {on custon regulétion
and procedures); and that a model treaty had been drafted for Burundi, ﬂwa.nda,
Kenya and Uganda, which couid form the basis for a fulure agreement in the
Calno-Gmoorone axis. Further, maxdsmua use should be made of ongoing Preferential
Trade Area 'activities in the 51“p11;1cat10n and harmonization of trade docunents.
He urged that maxirum use should be made of accurmlated expertise in Facilitation.
His agency would particinate in the preliminary meeting of the Chairmen of the
Working Groups in Addis dbaba in Mareh 1984, to @ssist in every respect possible
and to avoid duplicatiom of efforts, .

Date and place of the next meeting (agenda iten 7)

25, The Inter—State Facilitation Conmission decided to hold its next meeting
at ECA Headquarters, /ddis fibaba, in July 1984,

Adoption of the report (agenda iten 8)

27. During the final session, the representative of Zambia apologized for the
late arrival of his delegation and the absence of the tHnister cdesignated to lead
his delégation, who had been kept away by the ongoing national elections at hone,
and affirmed his country's strong support for the ideals of the trans—African
highway project.

28. The rapporteur then presented the report of the neeting and, after some
discussions, the Inter-State Facjilitation Comrmisscion adopted its report.

29, In his closing statement, the Chairman thanked participants for their
valuable contributions and dedication; and said that the inaugural meeting should
serve as a springboard for the very vital undertaking ahead. He then declared
the meeting closed.




