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This study and that of WHr. Althabei/ examine some of the main economic,
social and human problems caused by the existence of large towns in African

countries.

We shall tolk mainly of towns, but shall constantly bear in mind the
relative position of theee'tOWns to the country'as & whole. Further, our
perepective in analyzing these problems will be that of scciologists., That
is to say we shall not analyze those aspects of the theoretical problems
of organization or planning which are the reeponsipility of the administrator,
the politician, the town planner, etc., but shall try; by-using concrete
etudies, to take a poeltlon as it were Opposed to the official point of view
and to see what happens in reallty. In his inaugural address, the Chairman,
Mr. Buron, referred to the loss of tension which ocours along a line. Along
the line uniting rulers to populations we are going to place ourselves on
the side of the latter to observe, not exactly a loss of tension, but rather

"the reactions of these populations to the intentiong of their rulers. Ve

shall then see how they interpret their situation in a manner peculiar to them

and how their reactions are sometimes entirely different from those intended.

In the first part, we shall make a general assessment of the problem

of towns in Africa relative to what it is in the rest of the world.

The second part will deal with certain more properly sociological

problems posed by urbanization and in particular with the rural exodus.
I. THE PROBLEM OF TOWNS IN AFRICA

An attempt to form an idea of the problem of towns in Africa counfronts

| us with facts which contradictory and Rot'always easy to interpret.

A, The urban phenomenon in the world and in AfrICa

In the flrst place, if we go back 1n hlstory we find that very large
townsg are of relatlvely recent appearance 1n the world, 1n 1800, there was

not a town of one mllllon 1nhab1tants.

;/ See PPUD/WP/1l.
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a4t that time, large bullt-up areas occurred mainly in Europe and in
isia.  In sfrica, however, there were two -  Fez and Cairo - of more than
100,000 inhzbitants Tt was during the nineteenth century, w1th industriai
evelopment, that the map of large urban areas began to take its present
-hape= There was uon51derable develoPment 1n quOpe, and in ¥orth America
the very 1d~ge fowns w1th which we are famlllar ‘started prollferatlng,

The strangest nenomenon however oocurred not in Amerlca but in A51a
¥ b

_where, the appearance of very large agglomeratlons was noted Ln the south,

 the south—east and the east.

In Africa, partlcularly in Algiers, Tunls, and Alexandrla in North

_ Africa and in Johannesburg and Capetown in South Afrlca, new centres

merged with old.. . .

Between 1900 and the present time, no new' ¢connurbation, at least of
world scale, has appeared on the map. ~Large towns are growing biggers;

world-gcale connurbations are developing and spreading. In Africa, except

“on the Mediterrean cosst and in South Africa, the growth rate of large
towns has been considerably lower. In 1940, for example, the only inter-

. tropical- centres with 180,000 inhabitants were Ibadan; Lagos, Xhartoum

and - Tananarive.

From- the -angle of the number and size of towne, therefore Africa's
situation,may‘belregarded as reassuring for Africa appears as the lenst
urbanized continent of the world. Unfortunately, these figures do not
give a complete idea of the situation, for they describe only the actual

state and not the evolution of affairs. If we now consider the growth rate

. of towns of more than 10Q, 000 inhabitants; that.is 1o say the percentage

of inhabitants by which these.towns increase_eagh yearT, we.find a completely
different state of affairs. Using this criterion we find that between 1940

and 1952 Zuropean towns 1ncreased by l per cent per year, that . is to say by

1,000 per 100,000 1nhab1tants, and that the towne of the super-states, the

L_USSR and the USA, 1ncreased by 2 per cent._ In developlng countrles we find

much hlgher rates,lall exceedlng 35 per. cent. And thls time we find that
it is Africa, with 3.9 per cent for towns of more than 100, 000 inhabitants,
that has the highest rate of the world, ahead of As;gjw1th,3.8 per cent
and South America with 3.7 per cent. o ‘ -



These data show *hat althnough its prohlem of excessive urbanization
‘is not yet irremedisbls, Africa is nevertheless at the beginning of a
'”Véry:distinot nprocess: witleh affects the whole continent. Although the
danger point may nct have been reached (it is very difficult to define
an urbanization optimum), the chances that Africa will soon reach a level
similar to that of other conbinents are great. For instance, Nigeria's
urban growth rate is now the same as Dngland's was on the eve of the

industiial revolution,

Such, brisfly, is Africa's position relative to the rest of the world

in so far as urban development 1ls concerned.

B.. The gingls town phencmenon

If we now try, limiting curselves this time to Africa, to characterizs
this urban development, one fact appears characteristic: +the absence or
near-absence of gecondary and small towns. MNost ole . sach State has
one very large town which serves as capital, often also as maritime port

or at least ag a trans-: imoeil point. In ths mest vrianized countries
there are scmetimes two or ithree of these large towns, but in any case - and.
this is the importan’ voint - there are no intermediaries between these

very large centrou and btus secondary towns which, with some exceptions, are
merely administvative posts with, sometimes, a market, but the majority

of whose populations maintain their rura)l activities.

This phenomeron, which is, rno doubi, normal in Africa’s present
condition, 1s certainly responeible for some of ihe apparently most
disturbing charactceristizz of the continent's urbanization. It is
responsivle in particular for the corcentration of rural migrants in a
single centre. The guestion may therefore e asked whether the exceptionally
‘high growth ratc of African towns is uot merely an impression created by the

small number of large towms.
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y HMore detailed analyeis will onuble us to clarify these ideag. In the
flrst place, according to censuses it is mainly the second world war, with
what has been called the war effort, followed by the post-war periocd witk its
massive investments and its first attempts at development, which have led

to the massive arrivals of populations in towns. Taking the population

as a whole, however, the ccnsequences of this.rapid and oontinuing urbaniza-
tion, ére not yet very marked. In 1956, only 9 per cent of Africans lived

in centres of more than 5,000 inhabitants. TFrom that date on, however,

very appreciable regional differences began to appear and urban population
rates of 20 per cent were reached and sometimes exceeded in the most

urbanized regious.

These urban populations are grouped mainly in the principal towns.
- In 1956,.there-were in Africa south of the Sahara 26 towns of more than
100,000 inhabitants and 40 towns of beiween 45,000 and 100,000 inhabitants.
At that time, the most urbanized regions were South Africa, fhelBight of

. Benin, Rwanda-Urundi and Congo {Brazzaville).

These figures, which are. already eight years old, are now largely out
of date.

C. Urban phenomenon — significance

The phenomenon, however limited, of the rapid growth of towng already
causes several problems, not only at the level of towns but also at that of
rural areas. The manner of tackling these problems varies largely, however,
with one's idea of the town and its role in the country. I shall not dwell
on this question which Mr, Althabe will discuss later on; it is however,
necessary to raise it now in order to interpret correctly what is going *o

‘be said later.

In the colonial era, while ideas about the relationship between the
mother country and the colony varied from colonizer to colonizer there was
agreement on the fact that there were no intensions of setiing up large towns

or of settling large masses of the local population in these towns. According



to the so-called complementary ecohomy principle, the mother country had to
gupply the neede of its colony and the latter had no need of industries or
important serfioes, that is to say of the secondary and tertisry sectors of
'the economy. Administrafive posts and trading points, fof’the purchase of
lodal foodstuffs and the sale of manufactured products were all that were
reguired. In the mining regions, there were also compounds to house the

labour force whioh was changed at’régular intervals.

Durlng thls era, whlch extended up to the pre—war perlod, p0pulatlon
concentratlons in towns occurred partly without the knowledge, and 1n any
case against the will, of the governing power. DIven after 1945, when large-
gcale equipment programmes were being 1mplemented the admlnlstratlon was
Worrled by the danger of uncontrolled 1nf1uxes of population and wondered
how to employ these populatlons whloh had outgrown the economlc posgsibilities
of the urban areas.l Later governmente have 1nher1ted, at least partially
and for similar reagons, this tendency to lay the blame, 80 to speak on the

town and the urban phenomenon.

,Gradually however a new idea, which is at present gaining ground,of
the town hag emerged. In Africa as im Zurope it is linked with the success of
the idea of planned develepment whigh,istemming from the socialis} countries on
the one hand and from 1ndustr1a1 schemes used in capltallst countries on the
”other hand, allots to the town, in the oountry taken as whole, a role quite
dlfferent from that of former times, Acoordlng to this new 1dea, the large
Afrlcan town is no longer regarded as useless and superfluous but, on the
;contrary, becomes the driving force, the prlnclpal pole of the natlon g

'deveIOPment.

It is from this- angle, and in .go far as they affect the. populatlon,

that we shall examine certain phenomena of the growth of towns.
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II. URBANIZATION -~ SOME HUMAN ASPECTS

In this second ‘part we shall first rapidly review the positive aspects
of urbanization and then, as one of its negative aspects, we shall examine
the phenomenon of the rural exodus, considering first its effects on the
town which is the arrival environment and then its effects on the rural
areas, which are the departure enviromments. PFinally, we shall turn our
attention to some rural areas which seem to have resisted this depopulation
. movement in favour of the town, and try to determine the ceusee ofiﬁhis

~resistance,

A, The_ppeitive especfs'of'ﬁrbanization

‘There is often a tendency to consider only the excessive or paﬁhological
agpects of urbanization.‘ Emphasis must.also ﬁe placed on fhe_faet that the
large town also presents favourable aspects and createa irreplaceabls
conditions which are at the origin of phenomena which otherwise might not
have occurred. There is no doudt that in Africa, as elsewhere, lafge towns
have'played aICOnsiderable part in the development of civilizations. DIven
in pre-colonial Afrlca some of the most evolved forms of social llfe had

”developed in the towns on’ the Blght of Benln.

Even nowadays,lt can be said that in Africa the 1arge town is often
the only point in the country with modern amenities in the genge at least
in which we understand this idea. It thefefore offers the populatioﬁe,
in finished form, not only new produois and equipment but alse new weys of
living and thinkingy it imposes on its inhabifants, rich or poor,_living
condltlons completely different from those of rural areas and traditional
env1ronments. As Georges Balandler shows, it is the centre in which new
cultural models, ‘new forms of llfe, be they of guropean origin or of original
local creation, are evolved and whence they spread to the rest of the

country.



This transformation effected by ths town is extremely profound.
Analyses of tests commonly known as "intelligence tests", have shown that,
it the United States as well as in:lurope or Africa, town dwellers always
hove better results than country dwellers., This certainly does not mean
the town dwellers are always and inherently, as it were, more intelligent
than rural dwellers. It does mean, howsver, - and this is what is impori.nt
in considering the role of large towns - that the stimuli which the people
receive in urban areas, the examples they see and the tasks they are called
uﬁon to ﬁerform, constitute a sort of intellectual training whioh might be
compared o the physicél training of an athlete. Simply becausé'they are in
better tralnlng, thcrefore, it is normal that towm dwellers should be better
suited to intellectual tasks than country dwellers. In large towns, thls
stimulus, whick results from contact with human beings, things and 1deas, is
agsociated with two elements: first the presence of an intellectual élite
which is not found in the country, and whioh serves as an éxample and as a

"driving force; secondly, the existence of facilities for acquiring knowledge
in its highest forms. These are the conditions which have permitted the
faﬁid formation of generation technicians, civil servants and politicians
in Africa, and it is certainly to big towns that Africa largely~owes the

rapidity'bf i%s'postawar political evolution.

ven nowadays, desplte the problems - whlch We are now g01ng to study -
caused by urbanlzatlon, the large town has not completed 1ts role and Mr.
Althabe w1ll later show us how, on the contrary, the town has new functions

to fulflll in the development of the country.

B. The rural exodus - consequences at town level

It must be zdmitted that alongside thesé favouraﬁie éspects of fhe
cstablishment of large towns there are also negatlve or, more preclsely,
excegsive aspects of urbanlzatlon. The most 9eneral of these factors is

Wlthout doubt the massive rural exodus, Whloh is resp0n51ble for the.

.



enormous growth of towns and for the corresponding depopulation of rural
areas. ‘e shall now consider, taking a case which we consider significant,
the effects and short-term and long-term consegquences of thie exodus at

town level.

e shall take as our example Brazzaville where Ir. Althabe and 1
épent several months between 1957 and 1959 investigating the unemployment
problem. 4 study of certain population problems in the town had been made
some years previously by sociologists and geographers. Their study had
been made however at a time of prosperity whereas we arrived at the most
critical moment of the crisis. Comparison of these various studles has
revealed phenomenc of social dynomice which otherwise might have remained
hidden.

Generally speaking, it may be said that Brazzaville has long held
great attraction for the populations of the rest of the Congo. The great
demographic growth of the town dates, however, from the post-war period.
From 1945 onwards, and for at least five years, large indusfrial works, the
installation of a port, the building of a dam and the development of the
town caused a continucus influx of approximately 3,000 to 4,000 persons per
year from the rural areas. In 1950 the town numbered approximately 70,000
persons and the urban population rate of the Congo reached 20 per cent,

l.e. one of the hlghest in Africa. Iven at that time this masgive rural
.exodus disturbed the authorities and as long ago as 1949 a member of the
"CGrand Conseil" requested that serious attention should be paid to the

guestion.

A gample survey made 1n 1951 showed that from 64 to 90 per cent of
Brazzav1lle Africans were born outside the town, conslderlng that a rate of
45 to B0 per cent was regarded as more oOr less satisfactory, that percentage
was extremely alarmlng. Following the opening-up of work yard39 all able-
bodied men bhurried into the town to try to find work and at that time the

majority of 1mm1grants were adult, particularly young malea. In 1950, more



than naltiof the der of the town were -aged between 19, and 38 and the town had
that air of & Tsbour ozmp-which Georges: Balandier. haa,descrlbed 1n his well-

xnown Work on the black spots of Brazzaville.

The firef"eigne of 4 erisis which was to become very gerious and result
.in consideérable unemployment appeared as long ago as 1951 with the completion
" of the work undertaken and the relative exhaustion investment_reeeurces and,
it must be admitted, the absence of a programme for econemic-develOPment in
© depth. In 1957 we estlmated that 3, OOO persons, that is to say one-third
of the active popialation, were out of work in Brazzav1lle. The gquestion
Whlch then confronted us was to know how the relatlvely unstable population
of the labpur camp deecrlbed by Mr. ‘“Balandier behaved during the five years
of prisis. To find an answer to this questlon we shall compare the results
of twe censuees,'one datlng from 1950/1951 2t the height of the period of
_ prosperity, and the other carried out five years later at the lowest point

of the c¢risis.

Generally speaking, the total p0pulatlon of the town seems to have
grown fairly considerably. during these flve years, ‘since 1t lncreased from
70,000 to 85,000 inhabitants, This, however, is partly due to ‘the fact
that the members of a;religious sect, the Matswanlstee, had refused to reply

to the 1950 census whereas large number of them did reply in 1955

' Bearlng this remark in mind, one perceives that the number of men over
the age of 15 remained relatively stationary between the two censuses. This
means that when the orisis occurred the exodus of gdult men practlcally came
to a halt and that a first phase of the migratory movement ended. It also
shows, however, that despite unsmployment those men who had arrived before

1950 remained in the town instedd of returning to their villages of origin.

"Since the populatlon growth cannot be attributed to the men, what did
happen during this peI‘:l.od.'P A eomparlson ‘of the two censuses, concentrating
this. time on the Women,'shows that between the two periods the number of
women over 15 years of age grew from 5,000 to 6,000 persons, a. considerable
increase when considered as a proportion of the population of the town. The
bulk of the population growth was therefore due to a massive and continuous

migration of women. = * - The sex ratio underwent .a considerable change,
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increasing from 535 women per 1,000 men in 1950 to 732 women per 1,000

MeTl, that ie to say nearly balf as many again, in 1955,

This confirms what the settling of the male population had led us
$o fear, namely, that the men who came during the period of prosperity
not only established themselves in the town but made. their wives come from
the villages, thus creating, by -induction, a second znd still fairly large
‘wave of population.

A8 might be expeeted, such a chahée in the composition of the town has

had profound repercussions on the birth trend.

Because of special. 01rcumstances due to the dearth of women in the
urban population; the nuptiality. curve was ‘not comparable with that of
female . immigration, having increased by only one-fifth during the period
under consideration. On the other'hand, and this is the second important
indirect phenomenon revealed by a comﬁarison of the two censuses, there was
a considerable increase in the birth rate. During the same period the
.number of chlldren aged between 0 and 5 years, that is to say children born
cduring these five years, increased in round figures from 9,000 to 15,000,
i.e. an 1ncrease of nearly three-fifths, From that time on therefore, and
desplte the low nuptiality, the volume of births is fairly high., It would
be interesting ‘to follow the effect of this up to the present day by
analyzing the most recent censuses. I+ is reasonable to think, however,
'that from 1955 we are at the beginning of a third stage in the evolution
of the population, characterized by the appearance of a large-scale natural
movement which has already replaced immigration and whlch, even without the
latter, will continue to ensure the growth of the urban pOpulatlon. The
hope that the crisis will automatically lead to the dlsappeerance of the
gsurplus urban population therefore seems entlrely unfounded. It may even
be thought that the emergence of a generatlon born in the town will result
in the establishment of a specifically urban populatlon muck more cut off

from the rural population than were the male 1mm1grants of the years

1945/1950.

Such are the serious medium and long-term consequenoes of uncontrolled

and not easily controllable movements towards itowns.
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C. . The Rural exodus {continued) — consgequences in rural areas

" The problems posed in the rural areas are equally important.  To change
- tﬁe&fegieﬂg we 8hall on this point consult the works of English anthropologists
‘who have studied some effects of the exodus to towns on rural areas -in Bast

and Soﬁth Africe.

‘ After the war the dngllsh anthropologlst Monica Hunter observed
Northern Rhod951an mlgrateons to towns exactly comparable in nature and
extent to the Brazzav1lle example we have just examined. At the time the
author was making her study the East London sex ratioc was even lower thén
that of Brazzaville, being 466 women per 1,000 men (instead of 535) This

glves an idea of the serioushess of ‘the demographlc 1mba1ance.'

In some rural dlstrlcts of the country the proportlone of worklng—age
male populatlons which had emlgrated to the towns were as high as 30 to 50
per cent. The remaining women9 old men and children were insufficient to
offset thls loss of Energy. This resulted in the under-cultivation of
arablé’ lands, ‘leading to a general fall in already mediocre living standards,
to more or less permanent malnutrition and to a lowering of the technical

standard of traditidnal agriculture.

Cne would normally have hoped that the 1erge numbers of malés who
emlgrated to the towns might have made some compensatlon, 1n the form of
despatches of money or consumer products, to the rural areas from which
they came. In fact, very precise surveys made at this time show that there
was practically no compensatlon. Since thelr departure, 70 per cent, that
is to say ﬁhe majerity ef“tﬁe migrante; had spont two-thirds'of their life
in towns. A4s they lived almost constantly in fhe %own it is normal that
' they should spend most of their earnings there.  The author.has in fact
‘saldulated that only 10.4 per cent of these earnings'réturned to their
" Familiés in the villages, This was obviously quite inadeqliaté éhd it has
been shown that the rural areas received little or no compensation for the
loss of their manpower, giving on the whole much more to the town than

they received from ift.



Srmd i e oL T T T R e e S m LB T 3 e i oA S A AP St R et ke e g o

- 12 -

These remarks may appear to give o very pessimistic picture of the
situation. It may be wondered, indeed, whether the situation is not so
gerious as to discourage any kind of effoft and if the authorities can hope
to have effective means of influencing these phenomena. The problem here,
therefore, is that of the chances of the success of a oonoerfedvdevelopment
PrOgramme, for all plannlng policies - Mr. Althabe will revert to this
later - first requlre that populatlon movements should be controlled and
that a large proportlon of the population should be establlshed in rural

areas.

D. Developed rural areas and depoPulation control

We now propose to complete these negative aspects of the problem by
studylng, still using the works of anthropollglsts, examples of rural
sooletles which have succeeded in stabilizing their populations and even,

in some cases, in creating 1mm1gratlon movements in their favour.

The flrst thlng to point out is that the exodus towards the towns dld
not start for reasons as simple as sven urban soolologlsts have sometlmes
believed, People have been questioned - we ourselves have done this - about
the reasons why they came to the town and over-hasty conclugions have
sometlmes ‘been drawn. It should moreover be pointed out that the present
vogue of giving "motivations' - or what are thought to be motivations - as
the ultimate explanation is not the work of sociologists and has no valid
moaning for them. Obviously, the reasons people give are not wrong: Wwhen
they:say ﬁhey‘oamé for such a reason it is of course true, but the
:éxpiénéfion'is inadequate. . .

- . In fact, for the desire to come to the town to be trénslated into fact,
a peculiar situation, i.e. a whole series of conditions, of transformations,

about which it is useful to say something, bhad to occur in rural societies.



These ccndisions 4iffer from one part of Africa to another depending mainly
upon'wﬁmthar the rogion are ‘given over ¢ mining or industrial cropping.

1t dves seem, hcwevery that in mosi cases the way to the "unhinging" of
sural populat long was greatly prepared by -the introduction of two new
Taetors witritutable to colonization, the monetary economy and - an

aggocizted phenomanon - wage—earning.

Cn *their own, however, these factors are no more sufficient than
motivations in favour of the town to provoke a sural exodus. Indeed, it
can now be szid that all regions -of &frica have more or less, and .in
different ~~grees, been affeoted by these phenomena. And yet - and this
ig the important point for us — there are at present in Africa rural
populations‘ﬁhich‘havey“1ike others, been affected by the iniroduction of
wage-carning and the monetary economy, which have come within the sphere
of atiracstion of large towns and which nave yet retained their populations
~and their balance. It is interesting tq‘examine some Qf these populations

and seek thc reesons for their stability. .

We shall here mention the case of two such populations, the Mambwé of
Korthern Rhoderia; near an industrial and mining region, and the Agni of
Chana. “n o #idh industrial Sropping regicn. They belong to opposing

political backgrourds, which is the rezson why they have been chosen.:

The Masbvé, about whom the anthropologist Wilsor published a book

Centitliel "Tribal obhesion and Monetary Joonomy't in 1958, are a population

_nuﬁé;ring ghouwl LWLy thousand wao 1ive to the south of Lake Tanganyika.
With thé‘Mambréuﬁe‘find'ourselvesTin'an extremely suthoritarian colonial
dystem, dominated by'the rule of apgrtheid and where political and
imdividnad liberties are practically nonteéxistent.  Whatever one may think
oflfﬁis‘stﬁém‘aﬁ& wkatever ‘its future may be, it.is useful to examine how
it operﬁﬁgs_aﬁd its results ‘with régpect to the 'problem with which we are
concerned, even though one may wonder what will happen when it is replaced

by a more liberal system.
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Aiccording ¢ the colonial system under which the Mambwé live, men,
and only men, aged between 18 and 40 go to work in the town., Strictly
speaking it‘ié notv a system of forced labour but there are extremely
strong economic pressures owing *to the low living standard of the
population., At the same time, a certain ideoclogy has developed within
the Mambwé population itself whereby, since the elders went to the town,

the young men must follow their example.

At all events, it can be said that nearly all Mamdbwé will during
their lifetime spend several periods - some of them long but always broken
by returns to the country - in the town, where they work as wage-earners
for ‘an appreciable part of their lives. At the age of 40 they are rejected
by the labouf market which gives them no further opportunities of woTrk.

They then return to their Reserves.

It seems that in spite, or because, of this extremely authoritarian
éystem, these workers are, notwithstanding the fact that they have spent
very long periods of their existence in the town and under the wage econony
system, fairly éasily reabsorbed into the rural society. This is an
exffemely interesting phenomenon if compared with the reactions .of other
populations - in the Congo {Brazzaville) for example - where the
difficulty of returning to the rural environment is experienced very early,

after a few years of urbanization..

Certain circumstances of this Mambwé reintegration should be specified.
Despite his absence; the migrant retains the right to cultivate tribal land.
On his return, he resumes his position in a very structured, very organized,
hoth patrilineal and patrilocal society. Its chieftalnry remains highly
organized. The village chief distributes the lands he is also village
banker znd practically monopolises external trade. In addition, the

technical level of traditional Mambwé society is relatively high.

-
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- It is fair to say that Wilson's conclusion on the future of this system
is not very.optimistic. In faect, he reveals forces of destructuration which
are .of two orders, first the appearance.in, the trade unions.of oppositicn
to the colonial structure as a whole, and secondly fqpqgs-of internal
disorganization due to the fact that the role of the land chiefs, on_wbom
the cohesion of the system is based, is beginning to deteriorate. Nevertheless,
and in the present state of affairs we have here an example of a rural
population which, although it has beenr in close and continuous contact with
an urban aresa has for man& years been ablé fo'adapt itéélf to & nhew system
while preserv1ng its cohe81on and to reabsorb S0 faf sdtisfaotofily, the

men 1t sent to work in the town.

Our second example, about which we shall be brief, relates to a Ghanaian

- population, the Agni. .The Agni live in the rich cocoa-growing regions  of

the east of the country. As opposed to the Mambwé, who can subsist only in
economic symbiosis with the town, the main source of the Agni planters’
income is their land: mnot only do the Agni seem to be satisfactorily
settled on their land but they have succeeded in building up an immigration

movement towards their plantations.

The cause of their stability in a country in which large towns do
exist seems to reside first in the extent of the income they derive from their
cocoa plantations and then in the relatively unexacting work required of

them for the upkeep of the plantations.

Other similar examples could easily be found in Africa, if only in
neighbouring regions like the Ivory Coast, Togo and Gabon. They all tend,
and it is this that is important to us here, to provide examples of rural
populations which, given certain conditions, have remained on their land and
spontaneously resisted the attraction of towns. It seems therefore that
neither the appearance of the monetary economy nor the image of the town,

although the latter exerts an essential influence, particularly on the young,
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. are sufficient in themselves to uproot the rural masses irremediably and

causé them to rush to urban areas. We consider it more. accurate to think
- that these factors - among others - contribute to the building of -higher
aspirations. Peoplé think they will more easily attain these better
conditions by coming to the town. It seems therefore that rural exoduses
~only become extensive enocugh to imperil national equilibrium when they .

oocur in countries where the rural areas are exageratedly underfdeveloped.

Reliable studies from Veryldifferent countries confirm the idea we
started out with at the beginning of this study, i.e. that the control of
the exodis to towns and, théreby, control of balanced development must be
achieved by action on the rural areas. ‘To say‘fhis is not of course to
" polve automatically all the problems which will arise. But to have measured
the difficulties that will be encountered .is perhaps already a reason for

.action and hope.
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