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A. - ATTFNDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The fourth meetlnq of the Technlcal Preparatory Committee of the Whole was
held in Addis Ahaba, Ethiopia, from 14 to 23 April 1983, The meeting was declared
open by Comrade Tekola Dejene, Minister, First Deputy Secretary-General of the
Mational Revolutionary Development Campaign and Central Planning Supreme Council

and memwber of the Central Committee of COPWE, Opening addresges were also delivered
by Mr., Adebayo Adedeji, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Feconomic Commis-
sion for Africa, Mr. Djomatchoua, revresentative of the Organization of African
Unity and Mr. Xhalefa A. Bazlya, representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, the
country which chaired the third meeting, who also proposed a motion of thanks

{see scction C below).

2, The mecting was attended by representatives of the following States members
of the Commission: Aloeria, Angola, Benin, Burundi, the Central African Republic,
Chad, the Comoros, the Conge, Djibouti, Fgypt, Eoguatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, the
Gambia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, the Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho,
Liberia, the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali,
Moroceo, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Swaziland,
Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, the United Republic of Cameroon, the United Republic of
Tanzania, the Upper Volta, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

3. Cbservers were present from the following States not members of the Commis-~
sion: China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, France, the German Democratic Republic, India,
the Netherlands, the Union of Soviet Socialist RepubllCS and the United States

of America.

4. The Moly See, Republic of Korea and Switzerland, States not members of the
United Mations. were also represented.

5. The African National Congress of South Africa (ANC) and the Pan-
Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) were represented in accordance ‘with the
rules of procedure of the Commission.

6. Observers were present. from the following United Nations bodies: the
Regional Commissions Liaison Office, the United Mations Sudano-Sahelian Office
(UNSO), the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)}, the United
Nations Industrial Develorment Organization (UNIDO}, the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF), the United MNations Development Programme {UNDP), the International
Labour Organisation (ILO), the Food and Agriculture Oraanization of the United
Mations (FAO), the United Nations Fducational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO}, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICR0O), the Inter=-

- national Telecommunication Union (ITU), the World Health Organization (%¥HO), the
World Meteorological Organlzatloq (WMD) and the International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO)}.

7. Observers were present from the following inter-governmental and non-
governmental organizations: the African Centre for Applied Research and Training
in Social Develonment (ACARTSOD), the African Centre for Fngineering Design and
Manufacturing (ARCEDEM), the African Reasional Centre for Technology (ARCT}, the
African Regicnal Centre for Trainino in Aerial Surveys (RFCTAS), the African
Institute for Higher Technical Training and Research (AINTTR), the African
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Regional Organization for Standardization (ARSO), the Eastern and Southern
African Mineral Resources Development Centre (ESAMRDC), the Organization of
African Trade Union Unity (OATUU) and the Orcanization of African Unity (OAU).

8. - One non-governmental organization, Caritas Internat10na1 was also re-
presented by an obscrver. .

9. The Committee unanimously elected the following officers:

Chairman: : Mf. Mersic Fjigu, Ethiopia
First Vice-Chairman: Mr. Apollinaire Rugatavt, Rwanda
Second Vice-Chairman: Mr. Xhalil Faddaoui, Morocco
'Rapporteur: : Mr. A.D.J. Blankson, Nigeria

10. It was also decided to set up an open-ended drafting Commlttee 1n which all
member States could participate for the consideration of draft resolutlons to be
submitted to the Conference of Ministers as well as a select committee composed
of Alageria, Chad, Egvpt, Fauatorlal Guinea, Guinea, Kenya, Lesotho and Sierra
Leone to consider the draft Silver Jubilee Annlversary Declaratlon.

B. RGENDA

11." ©On 14 BApril 1983," the meeting adopted its agenda and revised it on 19 April
1983 with the addition of item © {b) in accordance with rule 10 of the rules of
procedure. The final agenda was as follows:

1. Openina of the meeting

2. Flection of officers

3. Adoption of the agenda and orcanization of work

4. b review of socio-economic development in Afrieca, 1958-1983

5. Implementation of the Lagos Plan of Actlon and the Flnal Act of Lagos:

(a) Joint rrogress report by the ORU Secretary-General and the ECA
Executive Secretarv

{b) VContrlbutlons by ECA-sponsored institutions to the implementation
' of the Laaos blan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos

{c) Situation of food and agriculture in Africa

(d) United Mations Transport and Communlcatlons Decade 1n Afrlca,
' 1978-19£8:

{i) Progress report on phase I, 1980-1983
(ii) Draft orogramme for vhase II, 1984-1988



10.
11.

(e)

(£)

(g}

(h}
(i}
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Industrial Development Decade for Africa, 1980-1920:
Progres* report

Establlshment of an African Monetary Fund Proqress report

Reqlonal and subreglonal economic anﬁ technical co—operatlon
and integration: Progress report

Interregional economic and technical co-operation

Statistical support for development in Africas Issues,

. progress and problems

ECA and Africa’s development, 1983-2008: A preliminary persepctive
study

africa and current international economic negotiations:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)
UNCTAD VI

Negotiation for a new agreement between EEC and ACP countries

Wegotiation on a . Code of Conduct for mransnational Corporations

Reports of the subsidiary bodies of the Commission:

{a)

(b)

(c)
{(d)

{a)

(b}

Repért of the fourth meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating
Committee for the Integration of Women in Development

Report of the third meeting of the Regional Inter-governmental
Committee on Human Settlements and first meeting of the Joint
Regional Inter-governmental Committee on Human Settlements and
Environment

Progress report on the African Regional Centre for Solar Energy

Report of the fifth United Nations Regional Cartographic
Conference for Africa

Third Conference of Chief Executives of ECA-~sponsored Institutions.
December 1982: Issues and recommendations

Harmonizing and sustaining Africa‘’s institutions for effective
develorment

Preparatory activities for the International Youth Year

Programme of work and priorities:

(a}
{b)

{c)

ledium-term plan, 1984-1989: Resources of the sea programme

Implementation of the proyramme of work and priorities for the
biennium 1982-1983

Implerentation of the programme of work and priorities of the
MULPOCs for the biennium 1983-1%&3

Proposed progrecrme of work and priorities for the biennium
1984-1935 (including MULPOCs' substantive programme of work)
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12.

13,

14.

The United Nations Trust ¥Fund for African Development (UITFAD) :
{a) Report on the utilization of pledges for 1981 and 1982
(b} Projects for funding in the biennium 1984-~1985

Resolutions and decisions adopted by the Zconomic and Social Council

‘at its second reqular session of 1982 and by the General Assembly at

its thirty-seventh session that are of interest to the Commission

Follow-up actions on the resolutions and decisions of the Commission
at its seventeenth session:

Res. 430 (XVII) - African Household Survey Capability Programme

Res. 432 (XVII) - Financing of the Institut de formation et de_recherche
démogravhigues

Res. 433 (XVII) =~ African Institute for Tconomic Development and Planning

Res. 436 (XVII) - Avpropriate telecommunications for the development
of Africa

Res. 437 (XVII) - Internaticnal Convention on Multimodal Transport of
' Goods

Res. 438 (XVI1) - Pan-African Documentation and Information System

" Res. 440 (XVII) - External incdebtedness of African countries

15,
16,
17.
18.

19,

Res. 441 (XVII) - Development of Intra~African Trade

Res. 444 (XVII) - Institutional machinery for the review and
co-ordination of programmes and policies in
human resources

Res. 452 (XVII)

i

The UNDP's Regicnal Programme for Africa for the
period 19802-1986

Res. 456 (XVII), 457 (YVII) and 453 (XVII) - Substantive New Programme
of Action for the Least Developed Countries

Staff and administrative guestions

Any other business

Date and venue of” the next meeting

Adoption of the report, draft resolutions and draft Declaration for
submission to the Conference of HMinisters

Closurc of the meeting.
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C. ACCOUMT OF PROCEEDINGS3

ki L

12. In his opening address to the meeting, Comrade Tekola Dejene, representative
of Ethiopia, welcomed participants on behalf of the Government of Ethiopia.

13. He stressed that the meeting was significant in that it coincided with the
Silver Jubilee of ECA and discussions would cover a long span of time, examining
the role of the Commission in Africandevelopment in the past 25 years and its
proposed role in the next 25 years.

14. Despite the economic fluctuations of the past two decades, ECA had hed a
positive influence in promoting the economic and social development of the continent.
As the membership grew from nine to 50 independent States; the scope of its
activities had expanded accordingly and its assistance in continental efforts to
'accelerate development had been valuable.

15. Describing the present adverse international situation, he said that the
international malaisze was neither temporary noxr cyclical and could not be
corrected by traditional policy instruments. The inherent defects of the system
had to be corrected by radical change, particularly since the establishment of
the new international economic order was elusive as a result of the obstinacy of
the advanced counttries in global negotiations. ' :

le. The task of the nresent meeting was thus mora crucial than ever before in
coming up with recommendations that would lead to a breakthrough in global
negotiations. The recent non-aligned summit meeting in Mew Delhi had taken the
advarnced countries to task in that there was no alternative to negotiations on
trade and aid, money and finance and the transfer of technology. Africa had to-
reinforce the position taken at Mew Delhi in order to achieve the objectives of
the developing countries.

17. - of the long list of items on the agenda, he considered the following of
~eritical importance: a review of socio-economic development in Africa, 1958-1983,
ECA and Africa's development, 1983-2008 and the implementation of the lagos Plan
~of Action and the Final Act of lLagos with a view to establishing an African '
Common Market by the year 2000. '

18, In the 1960s and 1970s, trends in economic growth were unsatisfactery.
People now had 10 per cent less locally produced food than a decade earlier, the
manufacturing sector had failed as an engine of growth, and unemployment and
underemployment were widespread. FExports were stagnant, terms of trade adverse
and the detericration in eccnomic and sccial conditions was indeed a reason for
serious concern.

19. With regard to the policies for the coming 25 years, discussions would
provide useful opportunities to work out practical guidelines for long-term
planning and perspective stutfiies. The basic conclusion saoculd be that African
countries should make serious efforts to implement the programmes contained in the
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Lagos Plan of Action, which embodied a commitment by African Govermments to
take charge of their own destiny, with the assistance of ECA and 0AU. He felt
that a thorough examination of the reports would lead to the formulation of more
effective strategies and policy measures to make the Lagos Plan a real blueprint
for African development.

20. On the ECA work programme, he emphasized that the deliberations should
aim at making the Commission a more effective instrument for accelerating
development in Africa. He concluded by indicating that the task of working out
recommendations for practical action on the enormous challenges facing Africa
was not easy, but he was sure that the Committee would prove worthy of the
responsibilities entrusted to it.

21. In his opening address, the Executive Secretary of ECA welcomed participants
- to the meeting and to Addis Ababa and expressed his most sincere appreciation to
the Government of uthlopla for 1ts continuing support to ECA.

22, The fourth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee, ¢ne in the series
of meetings preparatory to the Silver Jubilee session of the Commission, had a
heavy workload for, according to the terms of reference of the Committee, it was
expected to examine all matters that were to be put before the Conference of
Ministers.

23. With regard to agenda item 4, he noted that, already in 1979, a review had
been made of the formative years of the Commission and of its role in the 1980s and
1990s. Again now, in order to put the past into proper perspective and facilitate
member States' efforts in diagnosing the future, the secrektariat had prepared a

review of the socio-ecoriomic development of Africa from 1958 to 1983 (E/ECA/CM.9/20).

It provided a very broad overview of conditions over the past 25 years at the
macro-level of production sectors, investment, consumption and trade. It showed
that Africa’s annual rate of population growth had been the highest in the world
and that urbanization was also increasing fast. oOver the period; GDP had almost
tripled with an average real annual rate of growth of 5.6 per cent. The
performance of agriculture had deteriorated, and Africa had become a net importer
of food. Finally, as a result of differences in performance and resource base,
three broad categories of countries had emerged in Africa: the major oil-exporting
countries, the non-ocil-exporting countries and the least developed countries, all
of which were also non-oil-exporting countries. The major oil-exporting countries
in 19680 accounted for 42.1 per cent of Africa‘s GDP, the non-oil-exporting
countries 56.3 per cent and the 21 least develOped countries among them in that
year only 11.3 per cent.

24, Africa's export trade was dominated by primary commodities whose prices had
fluctuated adversely. With deepening dependence on foreign sources of supply and
the steep upward trend in the prices of manufactured goods, it was little wonder
that the non-oil-exporting countries had experienced a balance-of-payments crisis,
particularly since 1975. Africa had in fact remained on the periphery of
international trade and its share in world exports had declined steadily throughout
the whole period to 3.4 per cent in 1979. Another highliqht of the review was

the heavy indebtedness of African States. The debt servicé ratio had reached about
11 pex cent in 1979 for Africa as a whole and in a handful of c¢ountries stood at
over 20 per cent.

re
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25, In industry, the cumulative effect of past policies was an industrial structure
that was mismatched withi rescurce. endowments and therefore had weak linkages with the
rest of the economy. Heavy reliance on imported inputs had aggravated the balance-
of-payments crisis. Despite inadequacies, transport had improved, as had energy
production.

26, tealth conditions had improved. but services were still concentrated in the
urban areas. In education, an snrolment rate of over 70 per cent of primary school
age children hacd been achieved; but the orientation of the education system and the
trained manpower mix had not been as responsive to Africa‘'s neede as they should.

27. The conclusions to be drawn from the study were that the past 25 years had been
a period of rapid social and economic change in Africa. In the social sector in
particular, the countries had achieved more in 25 years than the colonial Yowers had
during the entire colonial period.’ Nevertheless, Africa remained economically
backward and more than 50 per cent of its member States had officially been
clasgified as least developed.

28. It was because of the need to see what the future held in store that the
meeting had before it a document entitled "ECA and Africa's development, 1683~2008:

A preliminary perspective study” which highlighted the problems which validated the
proposals for a regional development strategy, illustrated the orders of magnitude

of the efforts reguired if the Lagos Plan of Action was to be successfully implemented
and anticipated the role and evolution of ZECR in the next 25 vears. - The two-scenario
study presented two options and clearly depicted their cumulative effects. It made
4t crystal clear which one Africa must follow if by the vear of the Golden Jubilee
africa was to have established a dynamic and self-reliant economy and no country was
to be given the epithet of least developed.

29. Most other items on the agenda of the meeting related to the implementation

of the lagos Plan of Action at various levels. The progress report of the Secretary-
General of OAU and the Fxecutive Secretary of ECA for example concentrated on what
the twoe secretariats had been able to do. Concerning the Transport and Cowmunications
Decade in Africa, programme implementation undexr phase I had made significant
progress and more than $8 billion of the reguired -$15 billion had been secured. The
requirements for the second phase had xecently been estimated at about $30 billion.

30. With regard to the medium-term plan, 19841985, & revised version of the
resources of the sea programme was before the meeting for consideration and approval
before it was submitted to the General Assembly for adoption. To facilitate
consideration of tne programme of work for 1984-1985; a nrogress report on the
-imnlementation of the programme for the 1982-1933 biennium had been prepared.

The Committee was also exvected to determine whether the underlying thrust of the
work programme was irn conformity with the lagos Plan of Action, the International
Development Strategy for the Third Develovment Decade and, above all, national plans.
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31. Finally, he drew attenticn to the menacing proolems of Jdrought and

" desertification in Africa, which might well before long become a vast desert..

He accordingly suqgested that the Committee micht consiuer the desirability of
organizing & special scientific round table on Africa's ¢iimatic situation to be
attended by top-rankinc national and international experts in the field and
representatives of iaternational ingtitutions te oxplain the phencmenon and advise
on how to counterac: it.

32. He wished all participants a successfal mesting and a happy Silver Jubilee
Anniverszry.

33. The OAU representative,; speaking on behalf of the Secretary-Generai of OAU;
strassed the fact that the Oroanization of African Unity was pleased to be
represented on the occasion of the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of the
"TUnited Nations Economic Commission for Africa. For him, RECA had become a house-
held word [in Africa.

34, Fe congratulated the Ixecutive Secretary of the Commission and his
predecessors for thelr tireless and steacTast efforts which had led the
institution to its present commanding heights.

35. Those whe d4id not leurn from the lessons of history were bound to make

the same mistakes again. In that connection, he recalled the major landmarks

in the cenesis and evolution. of the Commission since the early 1950s. ' The purpose
of the unit which was called upon to become TCA in 1958 was to collect economic
and social. information in Africa, At the beginning, tiie-unit had not been endowed
with the recuisite manpower ani finance to undertake the necessary tasks, but it
was the tenacity of the fornding fatliers chat had rooted BCA into che fabrlc of
African soclo-economic structures in the years to come.

36 .. In 1958, the African continent was seething with the nolitical upheavals of
freedom and the newl indenendent States sonn recognized the danger of re-
colonization by outside Powers unless they Fformed regional groupings. - Those
grouplngs ‘had paved the way for the establishment of OAU in May 1963.

37.. - Since thar time; OAU and FCA had worxud losely together The joint efforts
of the two secretariats had led to the Monrovia Symposium Wthd, in kurn, had led
to the adopticn of the hMonrovia Strategy for the Breinomic Development of Africa,
culminating in the adoption of the Lagos Flan of Action and tie Final Act of

- Lagos in April -1%80.. -

38.' - He informed the mecting of the existence of an OAU/ECA Joint Committee
through which matters of mutual interest wore aebated., mnd in that spirit, -the
two secretariats look forward to contiruing their close relationshin in the
yvears ahead.

39. The representative of the Socialist Teople's Libvan Arab Jamahiriya, which
had assumed the chairmanshin of the third® weeting »f the Committee, speuizing on
behalf of the outgoine Cheirxman and on oehalf of the peorle of the Jamahiriya,
lauded the hospitality of %Socialist Cthioplis, a couuntry which was well known

for its relentless strugole against imverilalist forces and its determination to
ensure the enargence of a revoluticonary economic movement.
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40, He stressed that, although the major part of Africa had achieved political
independence, the same could rnot be said at the economic and cultural levels. He
therefore launched a rressing appeal for sound co~operation between Africa ‘and
Arab countries since the two groups constituted an economic; political, social and
cultural whole. If they united, together they would constitute a force which would
be capable of liberating the continent.

41. Finally, he called on ECA to intensify its efforts to strive for the econcmic
liberation of: the continent, an< - wished the meeting every success in its endeavours,

e e e e et o o S S S T i 0 8 P S T e o e 7 S S S e L

42, A representative of the secretariat introduced document r/ECA/CM.2/20 contain~
ing a review of socio-economic development in Africa, 1958-1963 . Africa’s
porulation had increased at an average annual rate of growth of 2.8 per cent,
reaching 434 million in 1980. Mortality rates had remained high and the

dependency ratio had increased. At the same time the rate of urbanization had
nearly doubled.

43, In terms of output, in addition to the disappointing results in agriculture.
the industrial sector had suffered from shortages of raw materials, spare parts

and operating capital, outdated equipment and defective planning and management.
"he mining sector had been affected by failing world demand and internal transport
problems. With regard to energy, a small number of countries had a surplus whereas
the vast majority suffered from a deficit.

44, The overall savings ratio had improved, primarily because of the oil-export-
ing countries, for the xatio of the non-oil-exporting group had increased only
marginally and it had even fallen in the least developed countries. As the
external situation had worsened, Governments had been compelled to have more and.
more recourse to costly commercial and other loans, winich had given rise to debt
accumulation and arrears in payments. The financial situation of most Governments
was precarious and the government deficit was increasing steadily, but Africa's
main problems lay in its increasing dependence on the outside world through imports
of food, varticularly cereals, in addition to traditional imports of ecuipment,
svare pdrts and the services of high-level experts.

45. In the social field; the reagion continued to suffer from high unemployment,
underemployment and mass noverty, neotwithstanding impressive achievements in
education and primary health care. '

45, The policy measures adopted to tackle such adverse conditions had been
diverse, but common traits included attempts to balance the external account,
limit imports and public expenditure and apply structural adjustment programmes;
often with the aid of the World Bank and IiF.

47. The prospects for 1933 were uncertain. There were some signs of an economic
take~off in the developed countries, but the reul drop in o0il prices would affect
Africa's exports adversely. Loreover, it was not at all sure that 1983 would be
a novmal agricultural year. :
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48. Remedial action was urgently required to restructure African economies

and it was essential to make optimum use of all resources and productive
investment. 1In that regard the Lagos Plan of Action remained the sole framework
for viable development policies.

49. In the discussion which followed, ail speakers praised the secretariat for
document E/FCA/CM.9/20 and the companion document, the Survey of Economic and

Social conditions in Africa, 1981-1982 (E/RCA/CH.9/5 and summary). — They
stressed that the tide of political independence had not been followed by a
comparable tide of econonic independence, and prospects for the future were

bleak. The African economy was still far too outward-looking and dependent

on external forces. Manufacturing was growing too slowly and revenue was
concentrated in the hands of a small number of people which increased the -
propensity to consume to the detriment of the propensity to save. The

performance of trade had been poor, owing to adverse fluctuation in the prices

of raw materials as against increases in prices of industrial products on world
markets, and intra-African trade was actually declining. The mining sector

was of a primary nature and still largely foreign-dominated. 'The Committee noted
the perennial dilemma about pooulation policies. On the one hand, it was felt
that in certain countries population growth should be encouraged so as to expand
national markets and reduce dependence on the export trade. On the other hand,
general concern was expressed about the high rate of population growth giving an
increasingly young population and a high dependency ratio, causing social pressure
in terms of unemployment and underemployment and makina it increasingly difficult
for States to formulate their human resources development policies rationally.

50. Various representatives also spoke with concern of the growing disparities
between oil-producing, non-oil-producing and least develeoped countries and
countries in the first category were urqged to assist their less fortunate
brothers in a spirit of collective self-reliance rather than having them look
to the outside world for assistance. Considerable concern was expressed about
the agriculture sector which had not benefited from the redistribytion of land
after independence and where production was stagnating and declining, partly
because of adverse weather conditions in later years. Specific concern was
expressed about the status of fishery development in the region. The region's
rich resources in that important food item were being exploited by foreigners
whom member States could not control. In that connection, a call was made for
greater inter-country co-operation in the development of appropriate policies anc
technologies for dealing with the situation.

51. Other matters raised in the discussion included the causes of the low level
of national savings, the inadequate transport and communications infrastructure,
the sources of ECA data and the country classification system used throughout
the document. -
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52. 1In general, the participants agreed that, just as a somewhat similar exercise
had led to the preparation and adoption of the Monrovia Strategy and the Lagos
Plan of Action, the present exercise confirmed the need to reduce dependence on
the outside weorld and to establish true self-reliance and self-sustaining
patterns of development. particularly in view of the meagre results achieved at
such international gatherings as the Paris Pledging Conference for the least
developed countries and the Cancun meeting and despite the efforts of the Group
of 77 to relaunch the global negotiations. The time had come, as was noted by
several participants, to stop harping on the past with its colonial 1egacy, which
was not the sole cause of Africa's present economic doldrums, and take decisive
action to implement the Lagos Plan through both appropriate national policies and
subregional economic integration arrangements, for it did not appear thHat much
had changed in the three years since its adoption.

53. In response to the points made by the participants, the representative of

the secretariat explained that, as far as population policies were concerned,

there existed various opinicns. He believed that the best solution was to link
the rate of population growth to the growth rate of the national economy. If the
latter were to increase, the level of population growth would cease to be a problem.
With respect to the question of causes of the performance of African economy over
the past 25 years, there were of course differences among the various African
countries which could not be taken into account in a study which gave only an
overall picture. Again, although data were available within the secretariat on
intra-African trade, it had been possible to include only a few figures in table 18
of document E/ECA/C.9/20. However, those ficures showed that intra-African
exports were declining. With regard to the sources of statistical data; he
explained that use had been made of the ECA Statistics Division as well as of

data supplied by countries for the preparation of the annual Sg{ggz. The classifica-

tion system was the one normally used in ECA and "developing Africa” meant the
three groups taken together.

54. In hig intervention, the Executive Secretary said that the recommendations
contained in the 1981-1982 Survey reflected the cumulative effect of past

policies. What was most important for African Governments to realize was that
development was not normal. Rather, underdevelopment and stagnation were the

norm. The fact that over the past 25 years, Africa had fared well in some respects
and badly in others was only to be expected. The essential point was to learn

from past mistakes in order to build a better future. It was only those individuals

and societies who made extra effort that managed to make progress.

55. The challenge facing Africa was how to pull the continent together in view
of the growing differentiation among African States. Whilst differentiation could
create healthy competition, Africa's differentiation had come not from striving
but from a difference in levels of resource exploitation. So far no country in
Africa was anywhere near the goal of self-reliance. In that regard Africa had to
stop blaming the colonial legacy and accept its responsibility for its fortunes

or misfortunes. People had to realize that, had the continent's resources been
managed as efficiently as they should, Africa would have been in a much better
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position. Now there was the paradox of wastage in the midst of poverty, and he
referred in that connectlon to ECA's recent preliminary work on financial leakages
or avoidable expendlture. “The tinal lesson to be drawn was that there must be
equity in the develvpment effort and in the enjoyment of the fruits of development,
for the burden of development over the past 25 years had fallen on the rural
sector, whllst the urban sector had been relatively pampered.

56. 'The Chairman said that the conclusion to be drawn from the assessment of
Africa's performance over the past 25 years was that Africa still remained
materially and technically thne least deve¢opnd continent, with the paradox of
abundance in’ scar01ty and extravadance in misery. The structure of production
was backward. domirated, apart from the sitvation in the oil-exporting countries,
by agriculture. The performance of the manufacturlnq sector had been disappointing
and its share in GDP had not changed significantly. Linkages were weak. The
physical integration of the continent was poor and Africa, which was heavily
dependent on sea-borne trade, accounted for only 1.3 per cent of the world's
merchant fleet. It had made efforts to develop its manpower, but it was a victim
of the brain drain. k

- 57. All such factors provided ample proof of the validity of the Lages Plan of
Action and the Finhal Act of Lagos. However, tne successful implementation of
the latter required a set of policy instruments to ensure better management of
resources and equity, particulariv for the rural sector. Moreover, the Lagos
Plan of Action and the Final Act could not be realized at the normal pace of
daveloprzﬂ* Wha i wis needed was an economic ravolution in Africa.

58. The Committee took note of documents E/ECA/CM.9/20 and E/ECA/CM.9/5 and
summary and adopted draft resolution 1 (iV) and 2 (IV) (see section D below).
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(a) Joint progress report by the OAU Secretary-General and the ECA Executive
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Secretary '
39. The Executive Secretary cf ECA introduced the progress report prepared by
the Secretary-General of CAU and himself (document E/ECA/CM.9/1 and summary).
The report had been oprepared in accordance with the instruction of the Heads of
State and Government as contained in the OAU resolution on the Lagos Plan of
Action. It had been prepared for submission to the OAU Assembly of Heads of State
and Government in 1982 through the Council of Ministers and the Secretary-General
of OAU and he had now decided to submit it to tha m:etlnq of the ECA Conference
of Ministers. ;

©0. The document bhad concentrated on the activities that the two secretariats
had been able to undertake towards impiementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and
the Final Act of Lagos, albeit with the collaboration of member States. All the
usual economic and social sectors.presented in the Pian had been covered.
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6l. He then highlighted what had been done with a view to establishing the

African Economic Community in accordance with the Final Act of Lagos. Work

already done included the establishment of the Preferentlal Trade Area (PTR) for
Eastern and Southern Africa; assistance to the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS)}; and preparatory work for the establishment of the Economic Community
of Central African States. The North African MULPOC was now establlshlng the
framework for an economic community. Ile said that there was no inconsistency in

the fact that member countries felt loyalty both to existing institutions such as
UDEAC oxr SADCC and to the new ones, provided that their goals and objectives were

the same.

62. 1In conclusion he informed the Committee that, as indicated in the report,

the next report of the two secretariats would cover what the member States them-
selves were doing to implement the Plan and the Act as well as what the secretariats
had done,

63. The representative of the Secretary-General of CAU concurred with the
Executive Secretary of ECA and pointed out that the document covered progress
only up to July 1982, He observed that the Lagos Plan had not been disseminated
“far and wide desplte the two secretariats' ' popularization scheme. .Such
-dissemination was largely the duty of member States and he advocated the
establishment of national committees for that purpose. He recalled the close
collaboration between the two secretariats in working towards the implementation
of the Plan and the Act. He also recalled the co-operation agreement signed by
the Secretary-General of OAU and the Executive Secretary of ECA in 19832.

64. 1In the discussions which followed, the Committee,; while commending the two
secretariats for their first report on the implementation of the Plan and the

Act, nevertheless drew attention to some of the shortcomings of the .progress
report. They included the fact that it had been written as far back as July 1932
and that its cover page needed changing; that in some cases approved MULPOC
programmes had not been effectively launched: and that reference was made only to
the operational and financial implications of the implementation of the Plan

for OAU programmes whereas both secretariats had been called upon to collaborate
in the implementation of the Plan. The possibility that the BCA secretariat would
not proceed with the creation of the Central African Mineral Resources Development
Centre until all the countries eligible for membership had signed the constitution
was queried since it was believed that, if five out of eight countries were
willing to go ahead, they should not be stopped.

65. Suggestions were also made as to how to improve the progress report in

future, for example by including in it the treatment of such burning issues as
poverty ignorance and unemployment, economic dependence, mobilization of natural
resources as well as ignorance of the human resource base and manpower development.
It was also pointed out that, instead of the secretariats' pleading lack of
information on the activities of member States as the main reason for not

covering the activities of member States in the report, they could have used such
sources as national annual economic surveys, annual budgets and national
development plans.
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66. The need for effective co-ordination of the activities of member States
was stressed and there was consensus regarding the old problems of capital and
financial shortages including the problem of transport, all of which called for
concerted effort on the part of all African States to help each other in the
spirit of self-reliance. : -

67. A plea was made that the ECA/OAU Joint Committee should be strengthened
and that conferences and meetings originating in Africa should be organized by
both OAU and ECA as a means of ensuring the effective utilization of scarce
resources.

68. Questions were also raised during the debate regarding the criteria for
allocating fellowships under ECA's Expanded Fellowship Programme and the quota
system referred to in paragraphs 121 and 122 of document E/ECA/CM. 9/1, which was
considered too rigid. '

69. 1In respense, the Executive Secretary explained that fellowships received

from donors were not allocated a_priori to all members but only to those which
nominated qualified candidates. The problem so far was that there were not

enough nominations by member States and therefore the question of* allocation did
not arise. He further explained that, in 1979, the Programme had been given a new
dimension whereby fellowships were sought from ECA member States and made tenable
within African national institutions of learning. Comments on the quota system of
recruitment were probably addressed more to OAU than to ECA where the quota system
was imposed by the General Assembly of the United Wations. With reference to the
problem of the Central African Mineral Rescurces Development Centre, he indicated
that initially eight countries had participated in the plenipotentiary meeting
called to establish the Centre and only three countries had later signed the
constitution. A somewhat similar situation prevailed in the Eastern and Southern
African Mineral Resources Development Centre which had had problems for some time.
He regretted that, where responsibility was not shared to sustain institutions
already established, the burden always fell on the host Government. Hence the
secretariat had been reluctant to proceed with the establishment of the Central
African Centre. However, now that five countries had signed the constitution,

in accordance with the condition laid down therein for establishing the Centre,

it had been decided to hold the inaugural meeting of the Governing Counc¢il in

June 1983 with a view to establishing the Centre. With respect to annual economic
surveys and budgets as sources for identifying what member States were doing to
implement the Plan and the hct, it was stressed that, in view of the importance of
the recommendations in the Plan, the most effective way 'of ascertaining what
member States were doing was to contact them through field work as was now being
done by the OAU team visiting member States.

70. Finally, with regard to possible gaps in the joint progress report, questions
relating to ECA-sponsored institutions, food and agriculture, transport, industry,
economic co-operation, interregional economic and technical co~opetration and
statistics, were covered in items 5(b) to (i) of the Committee's agenda.
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71. The Committee noted with satisfaction tho action already taken by the
secretariats of OAU and ECA in producing the progress report. It recommended that
the document should Lz up~data? befors submissicn to the OAU Council of Ministers.
Subject to that reservation; the Committee tock note of documents E/ECA/CM}Q/I and
sumnmary. - Y- :

72. A representative of the secretariat introduced document E/ECA/CM.9/21 on the
contribuotions of ECA-sponsored institutions to thre implementation of the Plan and
the Act which had been prepared in accordance with the wishes of the Heads of

State and Government who had recognized the important role of inter-governmental
institutions in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act.

73. The ECA-sponsored institutions were in six grouns - financial and banking
services, earth resources services, industrial development and services, . socio-

. economic development, planning and management services, trade and transport
.services and multinational programming :.id operational centres. Their assistance

in implementing the Plan and the Act had consisted of loans and grants for projects,
eguipment. servicing,. collection, analysis and dissemination of information, training
of experts, expert services in the evaluation of mineral resources and organization
of workshops and other meetings.

74. In the discussions that ensued, BCA-sponsored institutions were urged to
hold consultations amona themselves sc as to avoid the duplication of effort
which was clear from reading document E/ECA/C1.9/21. It was felt that proper
co-ordination should ultimately lead to a specialization of fields of endeavour
and concentration. ' '

75. The representatives of ARCEDEM, ARSO and AIHTTR described the work and
objectives of their institutions. They were aporeciative of the support so far
received from. the host. Governments of their institutions and appealed to all member
States, signatory or otherwiss, for more support inasmuch as all benefited in

one way or another from the services rendered by the twc institutions. The
representative of ARCEDEM reported that his institution was finding difficulties
in filling its vacant posts whose job descriptions he had brought with him to

the meeting. . The representative of RIHTTR reported trat his Institute had now
reached the required minimum number of States to give a legal basis to it. The
next stage of the work of the Institute could now begin.

76. _TheiCommittee took note of document E/ECA/CH.9/21.

77. - b representative of the secretariat introduced document’E/BCA/CM.9/15 and
summary entitled 'Situation of food and agriculture in Africa, 1982: A synopsis”.
Broadly, the issues treated in the document cuvered food self-sufficiency: post-
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harvest losses and food processing; econowic research and inputs for increased
food output; transport infrastructure for food self-sufficieicy: food trade and
marketing organizations: manpower deveiopment and training in project analvsis;
forestry: and fisheries. In addition, the document also dealt with perceived
problems in the attairmant of goals including inadecuate finance and skilled
ranpoweyr, inefficient maskets, inaroropriate pricing policies parcicularly in
terms .of remunerative prices, inadequate and urrelateq research and transfer

of tecimolegy, poor transport facilities and restrictive trade regulations and
lack of other incentives. The document also had something to say about resources,
their sources and the gap in terms of requirements. Nevertheless, prospects

were good and African Governments were constantly striving to solve the prob}ems
defined.

78. 1In the discussions which followed, participants expressed the view that the
document was toc pessimistic and imprecise. They agreed that food self~sufficiency,
defined as enough food for each country according to its natural resource endownent
should be sought vigorously in line with the Lagos Plan of Action. One representative
regretted that the document did not highlight the livestock sector which was very
important in the economiss of many countries. Participants were saddened by the
persistently poor performance of agriculture in the past few vears and noted that
Africa’s imports of agricultural, forestry and fisheries products nad reached

$17.4 billion in 1981 vhereas agricultural exports had brought in only $9.8 billion.
The pernicious role of transnationals, which frequently forced farmers to concentrate
on export crops as opposed to food crops, was noted in that regard.

72. Since drought was thought to bhe a major cause of food and agriculture proble
problems and was now ever affecting cnastal Sta*ss, there was 2 consensus that
there was urgent need to conduct technical studies to be followed by a series
of meetings to discuss such studies., as suggested by the Executive Secretary
in his opening adéress, Heverthelerss, it was recognized that drought was not
sclely responsible for the situation. Greater attention had to be paid to
making use of all available resources, ircluding tie potential of underground
water and lake basins for irrigation. The Committee stressed that greater
moral and financial support should be extended to the courtries affected by
drought and desertification and to the institutions dealing with the phenomena,
to enable them to intensify their concrete action-orienteéd programmes.

80. It was felt that there was a nead to study why food production continued

to be low and the place which improved farm tools, better pricing. marketing and
training policies £cr farmers and thz oroper choice between food and export
crops would have in increasing production,; reducing illegal trade and combating
the rural-urban drift. The role of bad pricing policies resulting in smuggling
and the conseguent lack of desire on the part of farmcrs to incur costs of inputs
into agricultural production needed to he investicated also.

8l. A view was also expregsed that the problem of agronoric research was to
disseminate the results so far available and make them acceptable to the farmers.
it was suggested much could be accompiishcd tarough programmes of subregional
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and international co-operation between research centres by exchanging teachers
and experience for example in food preservation methods, extension methods as
well as in training, taking into account the high cost of research and therefore
the need for co-operation among States.

§2. The Committee recognized the problem of food substitution, for example
wheat which had become popular in Africa probably as a result of free gifts of
food under P.L. 480. An associated problem was the tendency to use expatriate
experts in the management of food storage warehouses.

g83. It was suggested that, for future documents, an attempt should be made

to move from generalized to specific issues, for example problems of infrastructure
and exactly where post-harvest losses were occurring,; i.e. between the farm and
the marketing boards or at home, etc. and in what quantity. In that connection,
farmers should be trained in food security and loss prevention. An equally
important matter which deserved special attention in a document of ‘that kind
related to a more in-depth analysis of how resources, especially financial ones,
were being allocated to education and agriculture and how well they were utilized,
as such an analysis would assist member Governments in revising their investment
policies. With respect to manpower training, information should have heen given
on what existing institutions were producing. In any case, emphasis should be
put on farmers and intermediate personnel rather than university graduates who
usually migrated to other professions.

84. As to the conclusions to be drawn from the document, the Executive Secretary
of ECA agreed, with respect to the coverage and outlook of the document, that there
was need to move from general to specific issues by identifying subregional problems
as had been the case in AFPLAN. 'The higher import value of food compared with lower
export values was in itself cause for pessimism and the order of such trade values
should be reversed to restore Africa to its position of 25 years earlier of being

a net exporter rather than a new importer of food.

85. The second conclusion was that Governments should, as a matter of public
policy, encourage changes in food habits, particularly by introducing corn, cassava
or rice bread, since wheat represented the bulk of grain imports, and thereby save
at least some $5 billion in imports.

86. Thirdly, Governments should not rely on rain-fed agriculture, but explore
underground water and lake basin potential for use in irrigation as was being
done in North Africa. 1In the same vein, he suggested that the idea of fish
farms and economic co-operation between coastal and land-locked countries should
be reactivated. He also referred to the value and use being made of foreign aid.

87. In concluding the debate on the subject, the Committee agreed on the need
to:

(a) Draw up measures to understand and combat drought and desertification
and accordingly agreed with the suggestions made by the Executive Secretary in
his opening address;
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{b) Undertake an intensive study to ascertain the causes of the apparent
discrepancies between the increasing resource allocation to food and agriculture
and the declining performance of that sector;.

{c} Introduce appropriate price policies SO as to encourage farmers who
were responsible for producing food and agricultural raw materials to produce
more; : :

(d) Strengthen and encourage agricultural research and share the results
among member States with a view to ensuring a proper choice of agricultural
crops; :

(e) Increase production of oil~seeds and cerealé to reduce the volume of
costly imports;

(f) Establish agricultural commodity exchanges and promote intra-African
trade in agricultural products.

883. Subject tQ_thosé.resérvations, the Committée took note .of document
E/ECR/CM.9/15 and adopted draft resolutions 3 (IV) .and 4 (IV).
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89. A representative of the secretariat introduced a‘progress report on the
implementation of phase I of the Decade and briefed the meeting on the preparation
of the,draft_prqqramme for phase IT, highlighting the outcome of the third
Conference of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning which
had been organized in Cairo, Egypt, from 8 to 11 March 1983.

" (i), progress report on phase I, 1980-1983

- ot

90. The representative of the secretariat introduced document E/ECA/CM.9/7
summarizing progress so far achieved in the implementation of phase I of the
Decade.  The initial programme approved in 1979 had comprised 771 projects
estimated at a total cost of $US 3.85 billion .and the programme had been revised
after an updating exercise in August 1982 to a total of 1,091 projects estimated
at $15.45 billion. The exercise had been undertaken to incorporate in the
programme country projects submitted for funding outside the Decade programme.
The updating exercise had also rssulted in the transfer to phase II of projects
which could nbt_La fully implemented,during phase I as originally planned.

91. Reviewing the financinq of'projects under phase I, he indicated that, out of
a total of $8.7 billion for 642 projects, resources actually secured amounted to
$6.56 billion, out of which $5 billion or 77 per cent came from African Governments.
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92. The first Pledging Conference organized by the United Nations Secretary-
General in November 1979 had managed to raise only $158,588, pledged mostly

by African countries, because developed countries preferred bilateral financing
arrangements. Consequent on that disappointing result, the General Assembly

had requested the Executive Secretary to find alternative means of raising

funds for the Decade and had allocated $400,000 for that exercise. In pursuance
of those directives, ECA had organized four consultative technical meetings in
Lome, Ouagadougou, Yaounde and Abidjan at which $940 million had been mobilized.
A fifth meeting of the kind was planned for North Africa, FEastern Africa and
Iindian Ocean island countries in October 1983. :

93. He observed that during phase I of .the Decade, regional and subregional
.projects had received much less financing‘than country projects. He emphasized
that that pattern of financing was not in line with the priority of greater
integration contained in the objectives of the Decade. In order to redress
that imbalance, the Conference of HMinisters of. Transport, Communications and
Planning at its third meeting had requested the Executive Secretary of ECA to
explore other sourcesz of financing for subregional.and regional projects
ineluding the possibility of creating a special fund.

94. He regretted ECA's inability to provide an evaluation of the physical
achievements of phase I at the moment because of the unavailability of data and
information from member States. In that connection he appealed to those  member
States which had not done so to .appeint an official within the Ministry of
Planning to act as a focal point for the implementation of the Decade and to.
provide ECA with the necessary data and information for a physical evaluation.

95, The programme of the Decade as a whole was desioned to attain all the
objectives but he regretted the slow pace of implementation which precluded a
comprehensive evaluation at .the present time. such an evaluation weould be
undertaken at the end of phase I as well as at the end of the Decade.

96, Turning to finance allocation by subsector, he indicated that road, railways
and ports had received the most resources,; while communications and air trans-
port attracted very little. The low funding of projects in the air transport
sector was attributed to the fact that those projects were mostly regional and
subregional in character and therefore found less attractive by donors.

97. Concluding his remarks he re-cmphasized the problem of securing resources
for regional and subreqional projects and indicated that, notwithstanding the
problems encountered, the implementation of phase I was broadly speaking
satisfactory. The international community, donors and African countries had
all been sensitized about the vital role of transport and communications in
overall economic development.
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(1) Draft programme for phase II, 1984-1938
93. The representative of the secretariat introduced document E/ECA/CM.9/8 which
explained the preparatory activities for phase II of the Decade undertaken in
accordance with the instructions contained in resolution LCA/UNTACDA/Res.18/14.
Phase II of the draft programme had been prepared on the basis of projects
Presented by African countries as high priority projects and reviewed by
consultants and member States® experts as well as by working qroups of the
Inter-Agency Co-ordinating Committee.

99. The draft programme consisted of 1,312 projects estimated at a total cost
of $US 31 billion. fThey comprised 700 new projects and 612 projects transferred
from phase I. A breakdown of the projects showed that 3583 projects estimated

at $12.3 billion were road and road transport projects, 54 estimated at $8.1
billion were for railways and rail transport, 24 estimated at $934.5 million for
maritime transport, 79 estimated at $3.2 billion for ports, 156 estimated at
$692.4 million for inland water transport, 11 estimated at $43.1 million for
multimodal transport and 591 projects estimated at $4.3 billion for the communi-
cations programme (telecommunications, breadcasting, satellite communications,
postal services and manpower). He stressec that, given the interrelated nature
of the two phases, both programmes had to be implemented fully if the ‘entire
Decade objectives were to be achieved.

160. Taking into account the current world economic crises and the financial
problems encountered during phase I, ECA had suggested reducing the total

number of proiects retained for phase II. That suggestion had been approved

at the third meeting of the Conference of African MMinisters of Transport,
Communications and Planning which had emphasized the need for greater harmoniza-
tion and co-ordination of projects to be included in the Master Plan and urged
Governments to incorporate projects selected for the Decade in national develop-
ment plans. The Conference had requested member States to submit their revised
projects to ECA by 30 June 1983 and directed FCA to revise the draft programme,
taking into account subregional requirements, different modes of transport and
continental integration. The final drai+ would be submitted to the fourth meeting
of the Conference of African ¥Ministers of Trangport at its meeting in Guinea in
February 1984 through the meeting of experts scheduled for Brazzaville in October 1983.
The approved programme for Phase IT would be formally launched on 11 February 1984,

10i. Regarding the modalities for the implementation of phase IT of the Decade,
ECA had been reduested to organize consultative meetings on postal services,
broadcasting, railways and air traffic rights. . For the latter meeting, it

nad been requested to invite the directors of civil aviation authorities and
airlines to resolve problems related to landing rights,.
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102. Finally, he reported that ECA had been requested to expedite the
establishment of a maritime organization for Eastern, Southern and Indian
Ocean island countries.

103. TIn the discussion which followed, participants emphasized the cardinal
role of transport and communications systems in national development and

- African economic integration. They stressed the need for urgent action to
establish direct communications links among African countries in order to
avoid the current unnecessarily expensive system of transiting through
countries outside the region.

104. The Egyptian representative briefed the meeting on plans for organizing

a ministerial meeting on maritime transport in Africa scheduled to take rlace
in- Alexandria to discuss inter alia matters related to transiting arrangements
and facilities for land-locked couptries. He also informed the meeting about
training facilities available to African countries at the Egyptian maritime
academy which had trained over 700 Africans. As an example of his country's
preparedness to collaborate with land-locked countries he cited negotiations
that had taken place with certain airlines which had resulted in air traffic
rights being granted and in a reduction in fares. He also cited Suddano-Egyptian
water communications links on lake Hasser as a further example of- co—operatlon.

105, ' Some participants emphasized the inability of land-locked COuntries to
resolve their transport and communications problems individually. Owing to the
magnitude of the problems, the efforts of Governments of land-locked countries
should of necessity pe supplemented by the international community. In that
respect, they stressed the need for tine United Mations to increase the resources
of the Special Fund for land-locked countries and they called for the establish-
ment of a crash programme for land-locked countries.

106. Participants deplored the slow pace of project implementation in phase 1

of the Decade (below 50 per cent over all), particularly in the telecommunications,
broadcasting, postal sexrvices, inland water and air transport subsectors. They

" regretted the meagre resources mobilized for regional and subregional projects,
which were indeed the priorities for economic integration.

107. It was also ohserved that there were significant differences in project
programming and implementation in the various categories of countries.

108. In view of the insufficiency of resources secured for phase I, part1c1pants
emphasized the need for member States and ECA to double their efforts in obtaining
funds for the high total cost of projects vnder phase II. They observed that
donor countries, after nledging resources, tended to introduce so many obstacles
during negotiations that the actual disbursement of funds was frustrated
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109. ECA was requested to provide an analysis of the economic, technical and
political factors hindering the implementation of the Decade programme. It was
also requested to include in its analysis feasibility studies on projects in the
programme. '

110. In order to fecilitate the implementation of phase II, participants stressed
the need for member States to take a number of measures, including the removal of
intercountry physical barriers, harmonization of tariff systems, transit facilities
and air traffiec rights. '

111. A representative of UNDP stressed the need for greater emphasis on manpower
development to furnish the skills required for the Decade and future maintenance.
In that connection, he urged the sacretariat to prepare a manpower development
programme for the rest of the Decade. He also urged African Governments to
include Decade projects in their national development plans to facilitate UNDP
support, especially in feasibility studies and manpower development under UNDP
country programmes. If the countries so wished they could examine the possibility
of financing some of their national transport and comminications projects from
funds reserved out of their respactive IPFs for continuocus programming.

112, The meeting concluded by re-emphasizing the need for greater efforts to
mobilize adequate resources for phase II, to accord greater attention to mam
manpower development and to undertake a comprehensive analysis of problems
encountered in the implementation of the Decade programme. A suggestion to analyse
the experience of raising funds through the technical consultative meetings for use
in other sectors was also made.

113. The meeting took note of documents E/ECA/CM.9/7 and 8 and adopted draft
resolutions 5 (IV) and 6 (IV).

(e} Industrial Development becade for Africa, 1980-1990

114. A representative of the secretariat introduced document E/ECA/CM.9/6 on the
main activities undertaken by the ECA, OAU and UNIDO secretariats in implementation
of the programme for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDPA). He
recalled that the industrial davelopment master programme for the Decade,

prepared by the African Ministers of Industry in 1981, had been submitted to the
third meeting of the Committee. Subsequently, on the recommendation of the
Committee, the Conference of Ministers had adopted resclution 442 {XVIIT} on the
formulation and the implementation of a pregramme for IDDA.

115. The programme for i:he Decade was available in printed form under the
title "A programme For the Industrial Development Decade for Africa", chapter
I1I of which dealt with modalities for the implementation of thée Decade

programme. He highlighted the actions to be carried out during the preparatory
phase (1982-1984) at various levels.
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116. At the national level, actions included the formation of national co-
ordinating ¢ommittees, the incorporation of the concepts and ideas of the Decade
programme in national development goals and objectives and the review and adjust-
ment of government machinery for industrial development. 2gents of production
and distribution were to be made more active; national teclinological machinery
was to be strengthened or established; training requirements should be assessed
and financial resources mobilized; and a naticnal programme for the Decade should
be prepared. '

117. Proposals for action by subregicnal and regional organizations-included the
preparation of sectoral policies and programmes within strategic -industrial branches,
the identification of major industrial projects of interast to the countries in the
subregion and the strengthening or establishment of institutions aimed at promoting
subregional 1ndustr1a1 integration. The proposals also included multinational
co~operation arrangements and inter-governmental agreements. At the global 1evel,
the proposals included technical co-operation among developing COUﬂtrles, North-
South co-operation and bilateral and multilateral economic co-~operation dgreements.

118. With regard to the role of the international agencies during the praparatory
phase, proposals for action included reorienting the policies and programmes of

the agencies to the framework for the Decade programme, assisting in popularlzsng
and promoting the Decade, and undertaking preparatory high- -level field missions to
intensify teéchnical assistance. In that context, document E/ECA/CH. 5/6 summarized
the activities undertaken jointly and independently by +he OAU, ECA and UNIDO
secretariats during 1982. BAn expanded version of that progress report would be
submitted to the seventh meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry
and the seventeenth session of the Industrial Development Board of ‘UNIDO and through
it to the General Assembly of the United Nations at its thirty-eighith session.

119. Specific areas covered in the document included the preparation and distribu-
tion of guidelines to facilitate the implementation of the preparatory phase
programme at the national level which had been reviewed at the seventh meeting of
the Follow-up Committee on Industrialization in Africa in Kigali in March 1983.

The document also covered the identification and formulation of priority projects
at the subregional level and the creation of mechanisms and specialized committees
for facilitating intercountry co-operation in the fields of the chemicals and
engineering industries, etc.; the development of manpower for industry; natural
resources; energy; technological and financial inputs required for priority
industries; support for inter-governmental arrangements for industrial co~operation:
and technical assistance and technical co-operation among developing countries.

120. The document was submitted to the meeting for information and to seek the
latter's continued support. IHowever, any proposals that might be made by the
meeting on the implementation of IDDA would be mest useful to the ECA, OAU and
UNIDO secretariats.
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12}. sSupplementing the presentation by the secretariat, the representative of
UNIDO emphasized the importance for African countries of accelerating the develop-
ment of adequate skilled manpower required for the implementation of the Decade.
He noted with satisfaction the indication by ADB that $1 billion had been
earmarked. for financing industrial projects in Africa during its 1982-1986 lending
programme and stressed the need for African Governments and organizations to
intensify their efforts to mobilize both domestic and external resources for the
Decade from, for example, UiiDP, the World Bank and other sources. In spite of
declining resources, especially funds from UNDP, UNIDO had readjusted its technical
assistance programme to African countries in accordance with the priorities of the
Decade. He expressed the hope that the meeting would accord high priority to
industry in its draft declaration on the ECA Silver Jubilee.

122. In the discussions which followed, participants sought clarifications from
the secretariat on paragraphs 14 and 17 of the document. Responding to a

question on the respective roles of the member States concerned and ECA in the
process of establishing the proposed Economic Community of Central African States,
the secretariat explained that the initiative had come from the Govermments of the
subregion which had adopted the Libreville Declaration on its establishment.

They had requested ECA, in collaboration with the OAU and UDEAC secretariats, to
provide support and assistance for its implementation. - In preparing the draft
treaty and protocols for the Community, the secretariat was taking into considera-
tion the priorities and objectives of the Decade. With regard to paragraph 17,
the secretariat explained that problems included slowness in the establishment

of national operational focal points for harnessing and co-ordinating national
efforts and facilitating intercountry co-operation and information flows to the
seéretariats. It also regretted the inadequacy of resources and expressed the
hope that pledges and contributions to the United Mations Trust Fund for African
Development during the present session would give priority to programmes of the
Decade.

123. An appeal was made to African Governments to speed up the establishment
of national co-ordinating committees and national operational focal points in
order to accelerate the implementation of the Decade programme.

124. The meeting called on ECA, UNIDO and OAU to increase their assistance to
member States in the implementation of the Decade programme and stressed the
fact that the implementation of the wagos Plan of Action depended on the extent
to which the industrial sector was restructured and developed.

125, The meeting then took note of document L/ECA/CM.9/6 and adopted draft
resolution 7 (IV)}. : : .
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{£) Establishment of an Afzican sonelary Mund
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125, M member of the secratariat introduced documert Z/6CA/CH.9/9 on the
astablishment of an African Monetarv Fund and indicated that it had heen prepared
in pursuance of the decision of the Assenbly of Heads of State and Government of
the Organization of African Unitcy in Lagos in 1980 which had recommsnded its
establishment by 1965. The backoround to that decision was the concern over

the world monetary and financial crises and in particular the rising interest
rates in developed countries and the collapse in commodity prices which had
resulted among other things in aggravating balance-of-payments deficits,
including a loss of about 520 miillion and external debts problems of African
countries which now stood at about $48 billion. In addition, there was the
question of the policies of international financial institutions with onerous
conditionality clauses. Jie also indicated that, although IMF had made some
improvements in its conditionality clauses, the impact had not been adequate

for African countries. Those problems had greatly undecmined the implementation
of development plans in the region.

127. He expressed appreciation to the Government of Algeria for its grant which
had enapled the secretariat to undertake, in collaboration with OAU, ADB, IDEP and
the African Centre for Monetary Stusdies, preparatory work for the establishment of
the Fund and for the funding of a high-level experi group meeting. The meeting

had been held in Octebar 1982 and had recommended that the broad objectives of an
African Monetary Fund should be to assist in providing finance for balance-of-
pvayments deficits on current account and for structural adjustments in the econcmies
of member States, promoting the liberalization of trade, work towards the eventual
elimination of payments restrictions among Afrizan countries and promoting
co~operation in monetary policies among African countries.

128. fEffort was being made to ensure that the proposed Fund would be established
by 1985, & tentative work schedule for the implementation of the project had been
agreed upon, which included I, OAU, LOB, AMC3 and IDED Intersecrztariat meetings
to discuss division of labour related to the preparatory work involved. Activities
included preparation of studies on matters such as theé structure of the Fund, its
objectives, financial resources; contributions by wmember States, external resources,
relationship with IMF, conditionality clauses for borrowing by member States and a
draft agreement =stablisning the Pund. 1A second expart meeting7w6dld be organized
to examine the studies refzrred to above to be followad by a mdeting of pleni-
potentiaries o be convened in 1935 %o considoar and sign the agrecment establishing
the Fund. '

129, 1In the discussion that followed, participants obscrved that it was necessary
to undertake a comprehensive study on the establishment of an African Monetary
Fund, which should do wmuch moxre than merely assisting African countries in
resolving the problems stemming from the application of the IMF conditionality
clauses. Mobilizing resources for the Fund would not be an ‘easy task and,
consequently, the Fund was likely to experience difficulties in obtaining the
financial resources that weuld anabl.: 1t to provide finance for structural
adjustments in most African countries.
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130. Therec was a necd for African countries to have an autonomous monetary policy
and that was a major prerequisite for an independent cconomic policy. The
establishment of an African Monctary Fund was not intended to. isolate the African
region from the international monctary context, in particular from IMF. ©On the
contrary, the proposed Fund would astablish a relationship with IMF and would not
be a substitute for it. It would suppiloment the resources available from IMF. It
was realized that the céstablishment of the Fund would necessarily lead to some
delinking but the extent of such delinking could not be determined until all the
studicecs and recommendations on the establishment of the Fund had been completed.

131. It was observed that there was a need to establish an African unit of
account and the identificaticn of such a unit of account would be based on the
findings of the studies. The meeting also fequested the secretariat to maka
wvery effort to respect the timetable laid down for the establishment of the Fund.

132. The secretariat said that member States' help was necded in identifying

a high~levael African monetary expert to act as co~ordinator of the studies, fiold
missions and other preparatory work i .cmirsd for the cstablishment of the Fund.
The secrcetariat was requested to asscciate member States with thoe project at )
every stage. '

133. The Committée took notu of documcnt E/ECA/CHM.92/9 and adepted draft
resolution & (IV).

(g) Regional and subregionai cconomic and techaical co-operation and intogration

134. A representative of the seerotariat introduc.d Jdocument IL/ECE/CM.9/10 which
containeé a progress report on economic co-operation and integration at the
subragional lcvel and technical co-oporation at the regional laevel.

135. He reviewed the progress that had been made over the last two years in
gconontic co-operation and integration in th: various subrenlons with the help of
the MULPOCs apd what menber States had done in that field. Thirteen States had now
signed the Treaty of the Preferontial. Trade Arer Sor Tastern and Southern African
States (PTA) and Rwanda would do so in the course of the Silver Jubilce culebra-
tions. Nine_of them had ratified the Treaty. Io appealzd to all those States
which had not signed and ratified the Proaty o do sc before the cxpert and pleni-
potentiary meetings to be held in December 1983, Concerning the proposed Economic
Community of Central African States, he outiined the mectings that had taken place
since the signing of the Librevill. Doclaration on the cstablishment of the
Community. The Treaty awl protocols cstablishing the Community should be signed
at the second summit scheduled to take vlace in Libroville before the end of 1983.
In West Africa, at the recent moating of the Niamcy-based MULPOC haeld at Cotoncu;
the Council of Ministors had agre:zd on a plan to harmonize the activitics of the
inter-governmantal organizations in the sabregion. Ho also informed:the meeting
of th: activities being undertaken in North Africa to promot: and facilitate
intrasub;egional Lxade, ' '



E/ECR/CM.9/28
Page 27

136. With regard to technical co-operation at the regional level, he referred to
the .activities that had been undertaken to establish mineral resources development
centres in the various subregions. XA report on the proposal to establish a trade
and development bank for Fastern and Southern Africa would be submitted to the
relevant organ of the PTh.

137. He then briefly ocutlined the activities and problzms of such centres as the
African Regional Centre for Solar Energy. the African Institute for Higher
Technical Training and Research and the Regional Centre for Services in Surveying,
Mapping and Remote Sensing. He describad progress in the establishment of the
African Monetary Fund {see also item (f) above) and of the African Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry. '

138. In the .discussions which followed. participants congratulatced the secretariat
on the progress report but rectified an error in paragraph 20 which had mentioned
the United Republic of Camcroon instead of the Central African Republic. Equally,
with regard to paragraph 38 it was noted that it was the States themselves which
established institutions and not the MULPOCs.

139. Questions were raised on activities and the timing thercof for the establish-
ment of a North African mineral resources development contre and on the desirability
of establishing a liaison nody to co-ordinate the activities of existing institu-~
tions as the first step towards the creation of an African common market.

140. One representative pointed out the need for an evaluation of the activities
and services of existing institutions and the problems facing them since many of
them suffered from financial and structural problems. The fact that in many cases
the host country had to bear the greatest burden was also notad. Greater publicity,
it was felt, would cncourage countries to become members of the various institutions
and donors to contribute to them. UNDP was also urged to help. The representatives
of ATHTTR and ESAMDRC both referred to problems of low membership and inadequate
financial support notwithstanding the provisions of chapter VIII of the Lagos Plan
of Action.

141. Concerning individuwal institutions, a vicw was expressed that work on the
PTA was proceeding too slowly. The representative of ARCEDEM said that the first
course on mechanical units and maintenance had been held. Letters of invitation
for the second course; on plant design, had been sent out. It was free and would
last threc months. The representative of AINTTR announced that the constitution
of his Centre had now acquired the requisite number of signatures. It was
envisaged that subregional centres might be established. The programmes of the
various institutions in the industrial development and services group would also
have to be linked to the Industrial Develorment Decade.
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142. The representative of UNDP explained the financing policy of his Programme.
UNDP assistance was meant only to supplement the Centres' reqular rosources.
Centres had to have a minimum amount of funds of their own to start operations.
Morcover, he reminded participants of the financial situation of UNDP, which did
not allow him to make anv financial commitments at the present tima.

143. In reply to the gquestions raiscd, the representative of the secretariat
said that the secretariat was awar: of the need for creating links among the
various subregions with a view to establishing the African Common Market. He
referred in that connection to the establishment of a shipping line for Central
and West Africa and the Economic Community of Central African States, covering
the Gisenyi and Yaounde MULPOC countries. The secretariat would continue to
assist the PTA secretariat until the latter was fully established. In fact, ECA
staff were being tevporarily seconded to the PTA secretariat. He explained that
the reason why no evaluation had been conducted of the various centres was that
some had not really become operational, but guch an evaluation could be conducted
if the Committee so wished. The YULPOCs had been evaluated by DNDP. With regard
to progress in.the creation of the North African minerals centre, he advocated
restraint, particularly in view of the difficulties already being experienced by
the other Centres.

144. The Committee tock note of document E/ECL/CM.9/10.

145. A representative of the secrotariat introduced document E/ECA/CM.9/22 on
interregional oconomic and technical co-operation (RCDC and TCDC}. He reported

on co-operation with Latin Ameriea. 4 Joint Meeting of Governmental Exparts from
Africa and Latin America on Economic and Technical Co-operation had been convencd
in Addis Ababa from 1 to 4 June 1982. Under a project funded by the Netherlands,
missions had been organized of African officials'and_aspecially businessmen to
various countries in Latin America. Co~opuration in the field of mineral resources
development had been promoted. Turning to the promotional activities by ECA on
ECDC and TCDC between Africa, Asia and the Arab world, a number of contacts with
India had beaen organized to enable member Statas to learn from the Indian experiance
in the field of technology and industrialization. The ECA secrctariat was keen

to do its utmost to assist membor States to revitalize thas important aspect of
Afro-Arab co-operation. The sixth session of the standing committec on Afro-Arab
co-operation held in March 1983 in Tunisia had taken important decisions raegarding
co-operation in industria:l, agricultural and other fields botween Africa and the
Arab world. As a result of those decisions, it was hoped that in 1984 a more
comprehensive report on the matter would be submitted to the Committee.

146. In the discussions that followed, it was cmphasized that there was tremen-
dous potential for co-operation with other developing regions. Howover, the
steps that werc being taken to tap that potential werc still vaery wezk and
needed, therefora, to be strengthened. Some participants pointed out that it
would have been useful to include in the analysis by the secretariat information
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on the Group of 77 and the Caracas Plan of Action. Other participants wondered
why there was a tendency to limit co-operation between Africa and Latin America
to only a few big countries in Latin America.

147. It was generally felt that, although Afro-Arab co-operation was a very
important, =2lbeit, sensitive area; no significant revitalization had been
observed. Thus several participants referred to the need for a fuller

analysis of the current status of Afro-Arab co-operation. It was further noted
that the document before the Committee did not contain the important results of
the sixth se¢ssion of the Standing Committee on Afro-Arab co-operation. One
participant requested OAU to outline its perception of. Afro-Arab co-operation
and ECA to brief the meeting on its initiatives in that field. Because of the
political implications of Afro-Arab co-operation, the ECR secretariat should
refrain isolated initiatives and should work through.existing structures in order
to harmonize its action with that of OAU.

148. A representative of the secretariat said that information on the Group of
77 was contained in another document dealing with international negotiations.
He, nevertheless, briefed the mecting on the various ECA activities including
logistic support to the Group of 77 and emphasized the fact that ECA always
endeavoured to ensure that Africa maintained a favourable balance in its
position with other developing countries. Since the ECA secretariat had always
been mindful of the need to make co-operation as broad as possible, the efforts
being undertaken at the level of ECR and ECLA included even the small States of
Latin America. Indeed, the African businessmen had visited Latin America and
had coverad the small countries of that region. He cexpressed the hope that in
future more information on Afro-Arab co-operation would be provided to the Committee.

149. The Executive Secretary underscored the importance that ECA secretariat
attached to ECDC and TCDC. The offorts made to strengthen Afro-Arab co-operation
ineluded the regular attendance by ECA at the meetings of the standing committees
of ADB, BRDEA, QAU and the Arab ILeague, the establishment in ECA of a standing
inter-divisional committee on Afro-Aralb co-operation, including the appointment
of a co-ordinator in ECA specifically for Afro-Arab co-operation, and full
co-pperation with institutions such as BADEA, ECWA and the UNDP Regional Bureau
for Arab States. Further, as a result of close collaboration between the Executive
Saecretary of ECA and the Arab League,; a team was expected from the Arab League to
visit ECA to work out concrete areas of action. However,; the Executive Secretary
pointed out that Afro-Arab co-operation zfforts had tended to be more at the
bilateral lewvel. ECA had tried to inject the multilateral dimension in afro-
Arab co-operation through such action as the reactivation of the BADEA/ECA
agreement and the invitation of all Arab funding institutions to the UNTFAD
Pledging Conférence of ECA. Finally, the Executive Secretary recalled the
decisions of the seventh meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers requesting
the ECA secretariat to make ali efforts and take necessary action to strengthen
Afro-Arab co-operation.
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150. The representative of OAU informed the meeting that Afro-Arab co-operation
-was an issue of serious concern to OAU and a lot was being done to revitalize
activities in that regard. He noted that for example, a symposium on the'Lagos
Plan of Action and the Amman Stroategy was held recently at Khartoum, the Sudan,
and that action was now boing taken to implement the recommendations that came
of that symposium. Also the current situation of Afro-Arab co~operation had
constantly featured in many of the OAU fora. ‘

151. -The Committee toock note of document E/ECK/CM.9/22 and adopted draft
ragolution 9 (IV). o i '

(1)~ Statistical support for development in Africa

152. A representative of the seératariat introduced document E/ECK/CM.9/11 on
statistical support for development in Africa. He said that despite Africa's
sorious economic and social problems, planning was currently being carried out
without adequate statistical and other information. That approach had resulted
in the low demand for statistical data and even poor utilization of the meagre
statistical resources available to the region. The Joint Conference of African
Planners and Statisticians had conciuded that better data analysis would not
only make statistics ecasior to use but alsc cnsure closer collaboration between
data producers and uscrs. '

153. He then added that the necessary remedial action could be initiated by the
Committee. He sought its advice and the Confersnce of Ministers' reaffirmation

of its previous support for statistica’ development in the region and in providing
guidelines for national Governments and intornational agencies, adding that the
secretariat and other agencies would be prepared to provide the necessary assistance.
The national household survey capability programms was making good progress,

thé national accounts capability programme was being extended to cover the whole
field of economic statistics and a large ragional project -~ the Statistical

Training Programme for africa - was in operation for the training of statisticians.

154. During the discussions thet followed most participants commented on the
shortness of the document and hence inadequate coverage of the issues and problems
‘and wondered how they would recommend the document to their respective ministers.
‘One participant also stated that the dofument was too general in its discussion of
- the low priority for statistics, and felt that the analysis of the problem should
take into account the economic resources of cach member Statea. Participants
referred to the problems which they were facing in data collection such as lack
of adequate human and financial resources, and stressed the need for data process-
ing equipment. One even suggested the possibility of establishing subregional
data protessing centres which should be linked to member States, as a means of
minimizing costs, standardizing and facilitating data collection and also enhancing
economic co-operation at the regional level. Participants also felt that the
training of statisticians was inadeguately covered despite its importance. One
representative explained that the document gave only a bird's eye view as the
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problems had been discussed in detail at previous mectings of the Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers. However, he hoped that a
detailed document would be prepared for the next Joint Conference of African
Planners, Statisticians and Demographers since the issues involved must be
continually discussed. '

155, There was a consensus that there was a data problem and that statistical
gaps existed at the national levels. The Committec regquested the secretariat to
continue to collect and disseminate information in addition to providing
technical assistance to member States. It also emphasized the need for a
detailed document on the problems for submission to the next meeting of the
Joint Conference. It was further noted that, within the resources available,

it was possible to improve on present data ccllection and analy51s._ It was
agreed that the justification feor having the Joint Cenference of African
Planners, Statisticians and Demographers was to promote co-ordination and
better understanding between data producers and users.

156. 1In response to the questions raised by participants, the secretariat
indicated that the paper entitled 'Summary' constituted thce only document before
the Committee and confirmed that the issues raised in the paper had been previously
discussed by various working groups on: statistical organization, on methodology

and content of housechold surveys-and meetings of Directors of Statistiecal: Training
Centres participating in the Statistical Training Programme for Africa.

157. With regard to the possibility of establishing subregional data processing
centres, thé‘secretariat.indicated that present experience showed that, even
where central _national data processing centres existed, the arrangements did not
work with the result that many departments such as statistical offices were now
establlshlng data processing centres within their departments or offices. The
idea of regional data processing centres was not likely to work.

158. The Executive Secretary stressed the importance of statistics for planning
and pointed out that less than 0.5 per cent of central government budgets-was
spent. .on data collection. As a result, most statistical services lacked
equipment and failed to retain statisticians. He also added that the problem

of data collection could not be separated from that of data processing and hence
there was a need for a network of data collection and processing to avoid delays
in the dissemination of data. In the circumstance; he concluded that the'problem
of statistics was a legitimate one and there was a need to impress on Governments
the urgency of the problem.

159. The Committee took note of document E/ECHA/CM.92/11 and adopted draft
resolution 10 (IV).
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ECh 2nd Bfrica s development, 1983:2008: A preliminary perspective study (item 6)
160. In introducing‘document E/ECA/CM.9/23 entitled “ECA and Africa's development,
1983-2008: A preliminary perspective study”, the Executive Secretary recalled

that the first such perspective exsrcise by ECR had formed a strong basis for

the discussions that had culminated in the formulation of the Monrovia Strategy.

He also noted that most current perspective studies had been done by institutions
outside Africa. He therefore felt that it was now time to examine the prospects
of Africa in the next 25 years. 1In that respect he said that it was not so much
the policy implications that made the paper very important but rather the picture
that the document described since that was what the future generation would have
to cope with.

161. The document described two scenarios, namely the historical trends scenario
and the normative development scenario. The historical trends. scenario assumed

the continuation of the status _ouc With"no significant changes in development
trends and policies in Africa as well as in international relations. The normative
scenario, on the other hand, was based on the principles underlying the Monrovia
Strategy and the Lagos Plan of Action. It called for stronger measures and
determination on the part of member States including discarding past policies that
would not bring about any appreciable change in the socio-economic conditions of
the African region. '

162. In a comparative description of the two scenarios of the study; the Executive
Secretary toock, as examples, the implications of rapid population growth and high
urbanization rates. Fe then reflected on the implications they would have on vital
social services such as health and education and infrastructural requirements like
transport, urban housing, ctc. He stressed that; if the normative scenario werc

to fail to materialize, then the crises of food, energy, balance of payments, etce.
would reach inconceivable proportions. All factor inputs of the region would be
coming from abroad implying that, over all, the African region would by the year
2008 be highly marginalized, being at the very periphery of the world economy.

In calling upon participants to examine the study critically, the Executive
Secretary indicated that it was planned to circulate the document as widely as
possible throughout Africa including in particular, to government agencies,

African universities and rescarch institutions. He further indicated that it

would be very useful if the ECh secretariat could make such studies periodically.

163. The Chairman thanked the ECA secretariat for its effort and even its
courage in attempting to forecast the development of the African region 25 years
ahead. He underlined the usefulness of having selected some critical indicators
and remarked that, since planning was a dynamic exercise,; the study would have
to be updated periodically. 1In addition, there was need to translate the
document into more powerful planning tools in the form of short- and medium-term
plans. Since the study was only preliminary, comments and suggestions on it
could also be only of a preliminary nature.
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164. -In the discussions that ensued, participants drew attention to the great
importance of the document and congratulated the secretariat for having prepared
such a useful and interesting study. 'Several participants also expressed their
pleasure at the planned wide dissemination of the study. However, some pointed
out that they had received the document rather late and, therefore, suggested
that it could be discussed more exhaustively at the fifth meeting of the
Technical Preparatory Cowmittee. Noting that the document had economic and
political aspects in its perspectives, some participants felt that-it would be
beneficial if the document were submitted to the Planning Committee of the Joint
Conference of. African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers for a thorough
analysis from the technical point of view. Subsequently, the Conference of Ministers
could consider the report of the Planning Committee on the study along with the
political elements implicit in the perspective analysis.

165. One participant reflected on the study by giving some interesting aspects of
the perspective plan that had been elaborated by his country so as inter alia; to
illustrate concretely how the control and mastery of development was complex.

His country had embarked on preparing sectoral plans covering the country‘s food
strategy, the transport infrastructure to support the agricultural sector, an energy
plan and a master plan on industrial develdpment. Studies had also been undertaken

on manpower development and training and & national data bank had been set up.

166. oOther participants further noted the importance of the population factor
that the study had rightly put at the centre of development both as the generator
and beneficiary of the development process. However, some important comments were
made with regard to the fact that the medium population variant outlined in the
normative scenario was less likely to cccur. 1In general, Africa was not likely to
experience a significant drop in the fertility rates while, on the other hand;
mortality rates would decline appreciably, implying that the high population
variant of 3.2 per cent was more probable for Africa. The projected rural
unemployment rate of 49 per cent under a normative scenario was also very high.
Relative to the targets set in the Lagos Plan of Action it was also noted that
there were some differences in the growth targets of the study in the field of
agriculture and industryv. Further, the projected investment rate of around

25 per cent of GDP seemed insufficient as was the projected meaare increase in the
savings rate from 18 per cent to 20 per cent of GDP. Since the Lagos Plan of Action
had outlined some time references, it would be useful to assess efforts being made
to meet the objectives agreed for such time references.

167. Another important aspect pointed out by participants related to the need to
make the study less global. It was stressed that African countries were at
different stages of development and disparities had been observed. Aas a result,
there was need to identify sectoral scenarios for the different groups of African
countries. Further, it was important to highlight the evolution of income
distribution in the various scenarios since it had been noted that, although the
rural population supported the largest part of the development efforts, it did

not receive commensurate benefits. One participant also noted that the study should
have included fish as one of the food commodities since it was an important food
item in many ccuntries.
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168. Over all, participants emphasized the fundamental element of change that
underlay the analysis and conclusions of the study. The objectives of the lagos
Plan of Action in the fields of self-sufficiency in food, industry and the creation
of an African Common Market were indeed predicated on change with new policies as
outlined in the framework of the study in the various social and economic indicators.
There was, therefore, need for African countries to examine the document so that
each member State could identify areas of relevance to its situation and take
appropriate action including individual country perspective studies.

169. The representative of UNSO expressed appreciation for the interesting study
and noted that two elements required more elaboration. They were (a) the '
"EVailability of arable land whose distribution was highly skewed and was threateried
by the process of desertification particularly in the arid and semi-arid areas; and
(b) the importance of fuelwood since Africa was unlikely to find technically, econo-
mically and socially acceptable alternatives to fuelwood in the near future and
because deforestation was one of the main causes of envirommental degradation with
severe effects on agro-pastoral development. He suggested that a demand and supply
analysis of fuelwood should be made. '

170. fThe Executive Secretary indicated that one role of perspective studies

was to provoke thought and induce people into taking action in the desired
direction. He had been encouraged by the quality of the discussions which hag
brought out the five basicpropositions of the study, namely (a) the need for change;
{b) the urgency for action; (¢) the modus operandi for bringing about change; :
{d) the assessment of the potential and capacity to achieve the reguired change;
and (e) the determination to get on with the job. He expressed the hope that the
preliminary exercise on Africa‘'s prospects would stimulate countries to undertake
individual country perspective studies. He also agreed on the need, as expressed
by participants, for the RBCA secretariat to update the study every five years

so as to reflect any changes in the trends of the indicators and to analyse new
cnes.  Further, he hoped that, with the broad dissemination of the study, workshops
and seminars would be organized at the various levels for all to contribute to the
analysis and to generate new ideas. He agreed that the study should be put on the
agenda of the next meeting of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians
and Demographers.

171. The Committee took note of the views expressed by the Executive Secretary and
endorsed document E/ECA/CM.9/23. It also adopted draft resolution 11 (IV).

o o o o o o L e e . i . i Y B 2 S kTt ot B 2 e o Y P - et e e s

172. The representative of the secretariat, introducing document E/ECA/CM.9/12 on
Africa and current international economic negotiations, drew attention to the

fact that the purpose was to review the results of the current negotiations with
a view to considering what action could be taken to promote the effective
participation of African countries in the negotiations.
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(a)  General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, (GATT)

173. He reminded the meeting that, whiie GATT was not always in a position to deal
with the economic problems of developing countries, Lfrican countries should attach
special importance to the GATT negotliations. At the last GATT Conference ih
Hovember 1982, there had been a conflict of interest between the United States of
America and FEC countries, particularly with respect to common agricultural policies
and the subsidiss applied by F2C countries. ' ;

174. He further emphasized that the problems of African exports in the merxkets of
Geveloped countries had been reglected on account of the protectionist and
discriminatory policies of the industrialized countries.

175. He therefore drew the attention of African countries to the need for
parcicipating in the GATT negotiations in the same way as they participated in
other international negotiations such as USCTAD and the ACP negotiations with BEC.

() Sixth 96551on o UNCTAD

176. He told the Commititee that the Libreville Memorandum containing the African
position at the forthcoming UWCTAD negotiations had been adopted by the Meeting of
African Ministers of Trade and presented by the Chairman of the Libreville ieeting
on behalf of the African Group in Buchos Aircs during the meLtlng of the Group

of 77.

177. The'Buenos Aires Meeting of the Group of 77 had adopted a political declarat-
"ion - the Buenos Aires plaicform - describing the world economic crisis facing the
Group of 77. That nolitical declaration, which was to be gabmitted to the forth-
coming sesgion of UCTADR, cuntained certain points of concern to the African ’
countries in general and the least developed countries in particular, especially
in the commodities; shippingk finance and co-operation areas.

178. For the first time. the Group of 77 had taken a decision entitled "Follow-up
to the decisions adopted in Buenos Aires”™. That decision laid special stress on
the need to develop ways and means of providing support to the result of Buenos
Aires; consolidating co-operation among non-aligned counitries,; seeking pressg supnori
and using public and diplomatic channels to stress the urgency and importance
attacned :to the Buenos Aires platform. Such action should be carried out at ‘the
bilateral as well as the multilatcral levels so as to persuvade the developed '
countries of the importance of the platferm,

179. Fipaliy, he praissd the manner in wiiich the African group had participated
in the Buenos Aires meeting. He also stressed the inortance of collaboration
among the African countries in the negotiations at the sizth session of UWCTAD
in order te ensure that their rositions were taken into account;

180. The QAU representative emphasized the need for African countrleo to ensure
consistency in the composition of delegations to international neqotlatlona. Sucn
delegations should include experts as well as nolitical leaders. He also called
for joint Africar. nositions always to be co-ordinated at the continental level.
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{c) §29923§E§95§_§9r a_new_agreement betweén thgﬁggropean Economic Community
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181. He told the meeting that negotiations for the renewal of the Lome IY Convention
woald sturt In Septenber 5383. 1t would be desirable ior proper consideration

to.be given in the forthcoming negotiations to access of African products to EEC
markets. All negotiations should be carvied out in the lobal perspective of
economic development.

182. The ECA secretariat was in contact with tlie ACP secretariat in Brussels
concerning preparation cf technical working documents for future negotiations.
The ACP renresentative would zome to Addis Ababa to discuss the conduct of future
negoi:iations.

(@) Negotiations on a Code of Conduct of Transnational Corporations

183. He told the Committee that the Inter--governmental Group osn a Code of Conduct
for Transnational Corporacio s had finalized its report; which had been submitted
to the eighth session of the Commission on Transnationsl Corporations held in
Manila from 3 August to 10 Saptember 1202.
184. Aafrican countries as a whole were subject in varying degrees to the influence
of transnational corporations in all their economic activities. The implementation
of the Lagos Plan of Action coul@ be endangered by the influence of transnational
corporations which controlled the majority of the sconomic sectors in African
countries; if the necessary measares wers nct taken by member States. The situation
was even more critical for small councries which lacked the resources to

negotiate with transnational corporaticns.

185. He reviewed tre principal clauses in the draft Code and the defirition of
transnational corporations. The draft Code contained a number of points on which
a consensus becween developed auu ceveloping countries had not been reached and on
which further negotiationrs were necessary. Rnother meeting was schedulad to

te held in Hew York in fey 1943 to fineiizz the Code.

186. 1In conclusion, he referred to the resolation annexed to the lagos Plan of
Action (A/S~11/14, anrex TIT) inviting African countries to take an active part in
the international neqotiations and to make their voice heard.

187. 1In the discussions wiich followed, participante reguested additional
information on the areas in which negotiations woulC be conducted at the sixt
session of UNCYAD and on the new ACP/EEC Convention.

138. Some participants requested clarification as to the form and type of mandate
that ECA secretariat was secking in paragraph 12 of document E/ECA/CH.9/12.
Clarification was also requested on paragraphs il and 12 of the documen:. It was
wondered whether Africa derived any benefit from GATT in view of its current
philosophy and structure. '
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189. Regarding paragraph 11, participants asked for an account of the follow-up
action taken on the "development contract® which had béen the focal point of the
Lome II Convention.

190. The revresentative of UNIDO drew the attention of the Committee to the
preparations for the Fourth General Conference of UNWIDO to be held in July 1984 in
Nairobi and to the negotiations regarding the conversion of the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization into a specialized agency of the United Nations.
Nine of the items of the provisional agenda of the Conference related to African
industrial development problems. The General Conference would be preceded by a
series of five preparatory expert meetings and he requested that Africa should
participate actively in the meetings. African countries would have to prepare and
forward to the joint ECA/OAU/UNIDO secretariat country papers to be incorporated

in the document that Africa would present to the fourth General Conference of UNIDO.
He also stressed that an item specifically relating to the UNIDO conference should
be included on the agenda of the next ECA Conference of Ministers.

191. 1In response to questions raised by parcicipants; the representative of the
ECA secretariat said, regarding the particivation of African countries in GATT
machineries, that if African countires were members of GAIT, it was because they
had some interest in the organization. However, they found themselves on many
occagsions at odds with the developed countries who controlled GATT. In the case
of STABEX, as it appeared in paragraph 11 of the document, he recalled that the
machinery was restricted to commodities and certain manufactures, which was all
the more reason to assert that 2 development contract was far from concluded.

192. 1In response to the concern expressed by the meeting as to the type and form
of mandate that the secretariat was seeking in order to assist African countries
in feorthcoming negotiations, the secretariat informed the Committee that the
mandate it wanted conformed to the secretariat's practicesand customs. The
mandate would not give the secretariat prercgatives to replace member States in
the negotiations but would create a framework within which it could assist them
upon recuest. Furthermore, African missions to EEC had recognized the need to
involve ECA in the preparatory technical work of negotiations in order to avoid
dependence on the advice of consultants recruited and financed by the EEC Group.

193. The Committee accepted the explanations and decided to give ECA secretariat
the mandate to provide technical assistance upon request, to countries members of
the Commission. :

.194. The Committee took note of document E/ECA/CM.9/12 and adopted draft
resolution 12 (IV).
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Reports of the subsidiary bodies of the Commission (item 8)
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195. A member of the secretariat introduced the report of the fourth meetlng of the
Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Development
{ARCC). The Committee had reviewed activities carried out in 1982-1983 and the
proposed programme for the biennium 1984-1935 and the institutional framework which
governed relations between national, subregional and. regional structures set up to
promote women'‘s programmes. It had expressed apprec1atlon cf the contrlbutlon of
the African Training and Research Centre for Women (ATRCW) in increasing awareness
of women's role in the development process, but had stressed that much rema;ned

to be done. .

196. It had stressed the need for systematic and sustained efforts to integrate
women in development planning and policy-making processes in employment, education,
health, resource allocation and other. development activities and to give rural
women access to services which would help them to produce more.

197. The demographic situation in Africa, w1th the high annual rate of populatlon
growth and the low expectation of life at birth, low median age at first marriage
for girls and early child-bearing, was of major concern to African women.

198. The Committee had recognized the considerable worik done by the MULPOCs with
the limited material and human resources available to them. It was noted that the
ECA programme for 1984-1985 would not be fully implemented unless more resources
were forthcoming from member States and other organizations.

- 199. The Committee had fecommendeﬂ that the MULPOCs. be closely associated with the

‘_preparatlons for the regicnal meeting prior to .the World Conference in the Sudan

. in January 1984 and had stressed the n_ed for a common African position that would
- focus on problems of special interest to the region such as the role of African

_women in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. It had urged closer
collaboration among ECA. OAU, PAWO and the ARCC bureau in that exercise.

200. Finally, ARCC had elected a new Bureau congnstlro of Guinea as Chairperson,
Swaziland as first Vlce-Chalrperson, the Congo as second Vice-Chairperson, Zaire
as first Rapporteur and Morocco as second Rapporteur,

201. In the d150uss;0ns which followed, participants expressed their appreciation
for the structures and programmes which ECA had mounted for the integration of

women in development and for the support which member States and donor agencies had
provided to those programmes. While acknowledging progress so far made at the
regional, subregional and national levels, the meeting called for educational reforms
which would ensure ecual access for boys and girls to available training programmes
and which eventually would enhance women's participation in the development process.
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Participants also called on member States to ensure the participation of women at
all levels of decision-making aznd on those which had not done so to create natioral
focal points which would speed up the implementation of women's prograrmes.,

202. A call was made for member States to include in their development plans
projects designed to cater for the particular needs of women and for a substantiz.
percentage of the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development to be allocat ad
for the programme of ATRCHW.

203. Various participants briefed the meeting on women's programmes and anti-
discrimination legislation in such areas as inheritance rights and housing allow:ices
in their- countries. They stressed lack of funds as a major impediment to prograrne
implementation. Questions were raised as ‘to why studies included in the work
programme of ‘the Yaounde MULPCC had not been carried out and why there had been 2
report from thie Gisenyi MULPOC. The representative of Rwanda had explained that

the major cause of the inability of the Gisenyi MULPOC to present its report to ACC
was because no meeting had been held. Explanations were given with regard to the
Yaounde MULPOC work programme, where the shortage of staff assigned to the women's
programme was a serious handicap.

204, 'ATRCW was commended for including in its work programme the provision of
- assistance to women in Portuguese-speaking countries to facilitate their particirpa-
tion in the activities of the MULPOCS.

205, The representative of OAU highlighted his organization's commitment to women's
programmes in the region and indicated that, in accordance with resolution

CH/Res, 876 {XXXVII)} of the thirty-seventh session of the OAU Council of Ministers,
OAU had allocated 370,000 for the Regional Preparatory Conference for the World
Conference.

206. In concluding its discussions, the meeting noted with concern the lack of
resources for implementing women's programmes in the region and called on member
States; UNDP and other donors to provide resources required for carrying out those
programmes. The meeting further called for the strengthening of monitoring and
evaluation mechanisms which would permit. the elaboration of special indicators for
assessing progress made in integrating women in development. The meeting also called
for greater initiative at the national and subregional levels to strengthen efforts
in women's programmes. It @opealed to countries to croate and strengthen mechanisms
for integrating women in the development process.

207. The Committee endorsed the report of ARCC and adopted resolution 13 (IV).

(b) Report of the third meeting of the Inter-governmental Regional Committee on
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202. A member of the secretariat introduced documant W/ECA/TPCW.4/4 containing the
summary report of the third mecting of the Inter-cgovernmental Regional Committee
on #Human Settlements and first meeting of the Joint Inter-governmental Committee
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on Human Settlements and Environment. e racallied that, by resolution 408 (XVI' in
april 1981 the Conference of Ministers had decided to enlarge the terms of referance
of the Committee cn Human Settlements to include environmental issues and had
changed the name of the Committes accordingly. '

209. The Inter-govermmental Regional Committee had noted that, seven years aft:r
+he World Confercnce on Human Setiiements held at Vancouver in 1976, the human
settlements situation in African countries was still deteriorating. Africans,

whose income was particularly low, were increasingly unable to secure decent housing
because of the high costs oi construction.

210. Those costs‘were increasing especially because of Africa's dependence on
imported buildiag materials, the price of which rose constantly. In addition,
most African Governments wera not in a position to create the economic base and
the physical framework necessary for developing rural areas. External aid,

which had increased substantially since tlie Vancouver Conference had only made -t
possible to carry out isolated projects and meet urgent needs, leaving basic:
problems unsolved. ' )

211. The Committee, drawing on the experience of the past few years, had conclided
in particuler thet in order to be effective, all external aid had to fit into tie
priorities laid down and tile programmes formulated by the African countries
themselves, and no longer be used for isolated or even contradictory activities.
The Comnittee had alsc concluded that it wes necessary, for each priority programme.
to define a giobal fromework consonant with the socio-economic context of the
Africen countries and taking inte account the cultural and traditional attitudes

of the people, whose voluntary parcicipation in development could not be obtained
while a human need as fundamental as housing remained vasatisfied.

212. Concerning the envirzonment, tha Committee had reviewed the activities carried
out since the adoption of the Stockhnim Plan of Action and had examined the ecolog-
ical perspectives in Africa with a view to formulating a regional programme for
Africa for the vear 2008. fTo that end it had made an analysis of future trends,
particulariy of the relationship between population. resources, environment and
development, so as to ensure that development campaigns did not result in an
urihealthy sunviromment unfit for living. In that connection, the Committee had
recommended that studies on enviroumental nrospects should be undertaken with a
view to establiishing a regional environmental programme as part of the Industrisl
Development Deacade in Africae. '

213. Furthermore, the Conmittee considered that high priority should be given to
environmental teaching and training. to formuilating legislation for the nrotection
of the envirorment and to dxawing up a work programme that would allow ECA to
assist and suppor: the efforts of wembsr States.
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2l4. He referred to the resolution adopted by the Inter-governmental Regional
Committee, launching an appeal for increased internatiohal suppori for the victims
of apartheid and drew attention tc the increasingly acute problem of desertification
which was coupled vwith those of drought and climatic changes. Those were alarming
problems that needed immediate safeguard action as well as long-term action based

on scientific analysis of disasters and their causes.

215. In the discussions that followed, participants inquired what programmes had
been actually implemented on the very serious issue of drought and desertification
since the Stockholm Conference in 1972 and with what results. They felt that most
efforts had beén doomed to failure. They pointed out the effects of demographic
growth on human settlements planning, particularly with regard to the rural furban
balance in Africa -and noted the difficulty of having access to adeguate health

care, potable water and decent housing particularly in rural areas. . They expressed
concern that only half of the member States had attended the first Inter—-governmental
Regional Committee meeting. That was a reflection of low priority African
Governments attached to such matters. It was pointed out that, even though the
Sahel drought had brought world attention to focus on desertification problems,

the same problem was causing serious environmental degradation such as soil erosion
even in the subequatorial Africa. Regarding the problem of desertification

control, the secretariat was requested to provide a progress report on the implement-
ation of Conference of Ministers resolution 446 (XVII) and on the establishment

. of an UNSO-type mechanism for the Rastern and Southern African region. Participants
emphasized the need to pay greater attention to environmental pollution in Africa
which was related more to lack of sanitation than to industrialization which was
still at its infancy. The vital role of co-operatio.. among member States in their
efforts to control drought and desertification as well as environmental pollution
was stressed. Participants observed that building plans in most cases were designed
by non-African experts and did not suit the socio-economic conditions and
environmental requirements. They therefore stressed the need for a cadre of African
experts in architectural planning referred to in paragraphs 4 and 5 of the
executive summary. They noted that the costs of building materials. particularily
imported ones, were escalating and seriously affecting the lower and middle classes’
ability to improve their housing. Participants requested information on what ARSO
had achieved in setting up building codes for urban slum improvement and the
envirommental standards for quality and pollution control. The representative of
ARSO explained that a technical committee on building materials had been established .
It would commence operation in 1983 and deal with building codes for the improvement
of human settlements in Africa. He further pointed out that work of the technical
committees on environmental and other standards had been hampered by postponement

of yNDP' ¢ programme of assistance to ARSO and appealed to UNDP to reconsider the
matter.
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216. Participants raised the point that one of the mairn causes of desercification
was the adverse effects of human activities not only in marginal lands but also in
apparently self-sustaining subeguatorial forest ecosystems. It was observed that
climatic variability, leading +o wecurrent droughv, ascentuated the desertification
process ‘and could lead to serious soil erosion and loss of farmland as in Rwanda,
Lesotho and Swaziland which were outside the desertification area strictly defined.

217. In response tc the points raised, the secretariat indicated that, since the
United Nations Conference on Desertification in 1977, ECA had been involved in
developing and implementing regional orojects, such as the Joint ECA/UNEP/UNESCO
mission to the seven countries in the Kalahari desert area, the Regional Workshop
on Combating Desertification in Africa held in Khartoum in October 1982, and the
establishment of the Regional Inter-governmental Committee for Combating
Desertification in Africa that would comprise experte from countries in the three
areas (Northern Saharan, Sudano-3ahelian and Kalahari desert) affected by drought
and desertificaticn. Reports on those activities as well as the follow~-up to
Conference of Ministers resolution 446 (XVIi) would be considered at the second
meeting of the Joint Inter—governmental Regionel Committee planned for early 1984,
It was hoped that participation of African Governments at the next meeting would
be better than 50 per cent.

218. In concluding their discussions, rarticipants called for an increase in. .
resources available for drought and desertification contrel at national, sub-
regicnal and regional levels as well as for strengthening subregional and regional
co-operation in these areas among member States.

219. The Committee tock note of document E/ECA/TFCW.4/4 and adcpted'draft‘
resolutions 14 (IV), 15 (IV) and 16 (IV3.

(¢) Progress report orn the African Reuional Centre for Solar Energy

220. A representative of the secretariat introduced dccument E/ECA/TPCW.4/3 and
indicated that the Constitution of the Africen Regional Centre for Solar Energy
had been aprrov:d at the fifth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers in 1979.
The Centre was :stablished in pursuance of the ralevant recommendation of the

Lagos Plan of \ctinn on new and renewable sources of ensryy.  Eighteen African
countries had become nembers of the Centre hetwaen July 1979 and September 1982,

221, The programme of work of the Centre was divided into five phases of activity
for the period 1983 to 1985. However, the Council of the Centre had approved the
budget for only the {irst two phases scheduled for the 1983 financial vear and
devoted solely tc the recruitment of staff and the preparation of design studies
for the administrative buildings, laboratories and workehops and the technical
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specifications of equipment. Expenditure for those two phases was estimated
at 31,563,050 while the total backage for all activities up to December 1985 was
estimated to be in the order of $10,246,450.

222. Highlighting the problems encountered in launching the Centre, he reported
that no consensus had been reached on the choice of headguarters. Initially four
countries had offered to host-the Centre. They were Burundi, the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, the Sudan and Djibouti. After Djibouti had withdrawn its candidature,
the three remaining countries were requested by the eytraordinary'meetihg'of the
Council held in Addis Ababa in January 1983 to hold consultations at the highest
level in order to get out of the impasse. The Executive Secretary of ECA was
requested to assist the three member States in their consultations, the results of
which should be formally brought to the attention of ECA  and subsequently submitted
te another meeting of the Council for consideration. ~Should the consultations fail,
the Council would have to accept other candidates and solve the problem by voting.

Z23. No member State had paid its contribution to the Centre and the Council had
appealed to all States members of ECA and QAU to sign the Constitution of the Centre,.

224. In the discussions that followed, participants regretted that membership of
the Centre had remained unchanged since September 1932, Consequently, they
-gtressed the need@ for African countries to sign the constitution of such a vital
Centre.

225. They also reaffirmed their support for the objectiwves of the Centre as contained
in its Constitution. They urged the three couniries which weie offering to host

the Centre to demonstrate a good spirit of compromise and solidarity so as to reach

a consensus on the choice of a host country as soon as possible. They observed

- that, if the issue remained unresolved, it would delay and even impede the signing

of the Constitution of the Centre by morzs African countries.

226. The Committee took note cf document =/ECA/TPCW.4/3.

(d) Report of the fifth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference
for Africa

227. A member of the secretariat introduced document E/LCA/TPCW.4/6 on the fifth
United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Africa which had taken place
at Cairo, Egypt, from 28 February to 7 March 1983. #He indicated that the
objectives and agenda for the Conference had been specifically oriented towards
the implementation of the relevant recommendations of the Lagos Plan of Action on
natural resources and manpower develcpment. In that regard, the Conference had
examined the ways and means of developing and utilizing cartograpvhic maps to meet
national needs in view of the fact that a number of African countries needed to
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develop their national cartographic institutions to enable them conduct

geodetic surveys, carry out mapping and publish their own maps in a spirit of
self-reliance. A review of cartographic development trends in Africa was made and
suitable technology, equipment materials and skills were recommended.

228. The Conference had adopted & number of resclutions and he summarized the
contents of the most important ones. The resclution on co-operation had recom-
mended the setting up of a standing committee to assist in the organization of
future cartographic conferences for Africa. It had alsc requested ECA to
collaborate with other orcanizations in looking into modalities for the
publication of basic topographical maps which were prerequisites for geological
work, as well as in supporting the hydrogeological map of Africa project. It
also recommended that a report should be published on how best to integrate and
co-ordinate the training programmes of the existing regional cartographic. centres
and to regionalize national training facilities. '

229. The resolution on geodesy put emphasis on the support that the African
Doppler Survey (ADOS) project and called for financial assistance for its
completion as well as for the establishment of geodetic data banks in the
African region.

230. Another resolution recommended that a study should be undertaken urgently to
compile and publish a directory of cartographic training centres in African countries.
The directory would form a bacis for determining skilled manpower needs in carto-
graphy as well as for the possible regionalization of certain national training
centres.

431. Two other resolutions expressed appreciation for the efforts of ECA and UNESCO
to co-publish the atlases of the cartographic inventory for Africa project. Member

- 8tates were urged to facilifate the continuous updating of the inventory by providing
the relevant data and tc intensify their efforts to standardize geographical names,
in particular, by setting up national geographical names committees.

232. The Conference had, in particular, requested .-the ECA Conference of Ministers
at its ninth meeting in 1983 to declare 1986 as the "Year of Cartography in Africa".

233. The fifth United Nations Cartographic Confersnce for Africa had focused on
strengthening means of achieving self-sufficiency in manpower for all branches of
cartography and institutional infrast®uctures for undertaking surveying and mapping
projects essential for the development of natural resources in Africa. It had
recommended the promotion of co-operation in that area, including the pooling of
national, subregional and regional training facilities among member States and
institutions and supporting the existing subregional and regional institutions.
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234. In the discussions that follewed, it was recognized that, from both the
qualitative and the quantitative points of wview,. cartography was an important tecl
for the development of natural resources in Africa especially for undertaking
inventories of such resources as recommended in the Lagos Plan of Action. HMember
States were therefore urged to take the necessary steps to implenent the resolutions
of the fifth United Wations Cartographic Conference, related, inter alia, to the
conduct of geodetic surveys, the preparation of hydrogeological maps, the establish-
ment of geodetic¢ data banks, and the implementation of the "Year of Cartography

in Africa® which was to be oDroclaimed by the Conference of Ministers at its 1983
meeting.,

235, The Committee took note of document E/ECA/TPCW, 4/6 and adopted draft
resolution 17 {(IV).

Third Confercnce of Chief Executives of ECAuSpOnsored‘Institutions /itém 9(a)7

Harmonizing and sustaining Africa's 1nst1tut10ns for effectlvc development
/Jtem 2(b)/

236. A representative of the secrctariat introduced document E/FCA/CH.9/14 entitlad
"Third Conference of Chief Executives of ECA~Sponsored Institutions:. Issues and
recommendations” . He reviewed the steps taken since the sixth meeting of the ECE
Conference of Ministers to secure political and material support for the institutions
and co-ordinate their activities. T

237. The adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action had led to the convening of the first
Conference of Chief Executives in Decembexr 1980, At that and subsequent
Conferences, the issues raised had been broadly speaking the same, namely to
enhance institutions® contribution to the implementation of the Plan and tackle tie
perennial problems of low membership, inadeguate financial resources due to the
non-payment of members’ contributions and structural problems.

238. The major decisions taken at the third Conference related to:

(2) The publication of a bulletin to publicize the institutions and. thereb3
enhance support for them (the bulletin would be issued in the course of the Silwve -
Jubilee sessions);:

(k) The procedure for the preparation of the consolidated biennial renort c
ECA~sponsored institutions for submission to the tenth meeting of the Conference
of Ministers in 1984; : :

(c) The operation of the Buffer Fund intended to tide institutions over -
temporary financial difficulties, to which everv iastitution should contribute
$10,000 in each of the years 19£3 and 1984;
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(A} The co~ordinating role of ECA, includiag the provision of common audit,
management and legal services, the establishment of a co-ordination unit in the
Office of the Executive Secretary and the use of the relevant substantive
divisions as focal points. Lateral co-operation was also to be strengthened.

239. The representative of Nigevia introduced the paper entitled “Harmonizing and
sustaining Africe’'s institutions for effective development” (E/ECR/TPCHW.4/7),

which his delagatlon had submitted in accordance with rule 10 of the rules of
procedure.

240. In view of the low level of social and economic development oI the continent,
he agreed that, as was recodgnized in the Lagos Plan of Action, Africa's institu-
tions had a crucial role to play. However, there were over 36 of them and there
were some instances of overlapping of functions and activities, and almost all.of
them had financial problems. The aim of his delegation’s initiative was thus to
seek to harmonize the functions and activities of those institutions in order not

to waste the meagre resources at the disposal of African countries. Efforts should
not be dissipated.

24). He drew attention to the proposals contained in paragraph 17, calllng for
(i} the Executive Secretary to implement a decision already taken by the Conference

of Ministers in 1980; and (ii) the introduction of a single consclidated budget
for all the institutions.

242. In the discussions which followed on document E/ECA/CM.9/14, all particlpan<s
welcomed the publication of the bulletin. They believed that wider publicity of

the institutions should encourage more countries to joirn them. They urged thét
the bulletin should be issued on a regular basis, not sporadically, and that it
should he disseminated widely. while participants generally egdorged Fhe .
establishment of the Buffer Fund, guestions were raised as to its %mpllca?;onso
The view was expressed that it might not be able to ogerate effectivaely with the
$10,000 contribution from each institution, which in 1ts§lf could lead to an
inereasc in member States' contributions to the institutions. It was also not
clear whether its management would be entrusted to ECA or ADBlor whether a n?w
body would be set up for that purpose. Concerning the establlshme?t of a unlfort
salary structure, mention was made of the need to be able to.recrult and ret?L? .
qualified staff taking intc account the differences in functions and responsibili-
Eies of the staff of the various institutions. With regard to paragragh 16,.UNET
was commended for providing funds for environmental training. Concerning Un}ted
Nations Volunteers, one participant noted that their level of expertise-?t tlmesal
left much to be desired. The represcntative of ARSO described the functions of i:is
institution, appealed for greater membership and increased support from UNDP.

243, All participants wclcomed the Nigerian initiative. It in fact constituted ..
response to both Conference of Ministers resolution 330 (XV) and to chapter VIII
of the Lagos Plan of Action, and more specifically, to paragraph 264 thercof.
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The concerns it reflected had also heen discussed at the 1981 meeting of the
Confererice 'of Ministers where criteria for the establishment of new institutions
had been proposed. Hence, the idea that some form of rationalization was
necessary was far from new., The item should be kept on the agenda of the-
Conference of Ministers until a satisfactory solution was found.

244, Participants stressed the perennial problems of low membership'in and non-
payment of contributions to the various institutions, which had led to the host
. countries bearing the lion‘s share of the burden. It was recognized in that
context that in some cases contrlbutlons were voteF in the national budgets

but were not transmitted to the institutions because of administrative problems.
Another cause was the attractlon of extra-Afrlcan institutions to the detriment
of African ones.

245. While no one questioned the value of existing institutions, the rapid pro-.
liferation in recent years had, it was felt, led to some. overlapping, and possibly
a drop - in their effectlveness and efficiency and the level of contributions.. It
was' pointed out that many of the institutions had been. established in an isolated
fasion by either ECA or OAU but, the Lagos Plan now prov1ded a true framework for
their co-ordifiation’ and ratlonallzatlona' Such a rationalization exercise should-
also take into account the perspectlve study (E/ECA/CM.9/20) .so as to be sure that
the institutions would respond to Africa's needs in the year 2008. It was also
felt that member States should overcome any purely nationalistic sentiments and
agree to the closure of those institutions which were not of proven usefulness.
The representative of Lesotho D01nted out that the inforxrmation in paragraph 15 of
document E/ECA/TPCW.4/7 was 1naccurate. He said that since the mandate and terms
of reference of the Lusaka—based MULPOC, the PTA and SADCC were different, there
was no risk of duplication. However, every effort was being made to aveoid possible
operational overlap. ' ' ' S

246, Turning to the Nigerian proposals in paragraph 17 of document E/ECA/TPCY.4/7,
there was general agreement that OAU should be involwed in any study undertaken
because of its technical and financial inputs to such institutions as ARCT for
eéxample. Certain representatives wondered whether it might not be advisable to
involve non-ECA bodies also. In that regard, they referred to the recent decision
to study the harmonization of SADCC, PTA ‘and MULPOC activities in the Lusaka MULPOC
area and the evaluatlon of 1nter-governmenta1 organizations in the Niamey MULPOC
area. A suggestion was made that a small ad hoc committee should be set up to
undertake the evaluation since the exercise required pelitical judgement as well -

as technical expertise.

z47. Most participants however had difficulties with the second proposal on the
consolidated budget. Many considered it premature. Others felt that such a
formula would impinge on States’ sovereign right to decide which institutions
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they wished to join. It would also strain the already limited resources, and, in
view of their different levels of development, not all countries would benefit
from all institutions.

248, STatements were also made by the representatives of AIHTTR, ARSO, ARCEDEM,
ESAMDRC and IDEP. They all devlored the low level of membership and lack of
financial support, including cuts in UNDP's assistance to the . institutions.
Attention was drawn to the value of personal contacts in encouraging member States
to pay their contributions. Such contacts should not be affected by a consolidated
budget. They also felt that institutions should be represented in any ad hoc
committee as they knew best where the problems lay. One of the representatives of
the institutions explained a mechanism of budget consolidation that would ensure
that a member State‘s contribution went only to those institutions that it wished
to support.

249. The representatives of institutions stressed the need for and value of their
respective institutions and described how they were already trying to co-ordinate
their activities in the framework of the groupings established by the Conference
of Chief Executives. The representativé of ARCEDEM, srveaking on behalf of the
Industrial Development and Services Group mentioned that the assignment of those
institutions were specific without any overlap; nevertheless, the ad hoc
committee was welcome to study the operations of the institutions and make con-.
structive recommendations.

250. The representative of UNDP pointed out, as had been explained to all Govern-
ments, that his organization had been forced to cut the Programme's resources by
45 per cent. The percentage cuts shown in paragraph 6 of document E/ECA/TPCW.4/7
had been based on discussions with the agencies concerned. The 100 per cent cut
related to a project which had been postponed. Because of the financial situation,
he could not earmark additional funds for the evaluation exercise. Perhaps 1 per
cent or so could be lifted from the 3518 million allocated for ECA-executed projects.

Z51. In explanation, the representative of Nigeria stressed that his delegation

was asking no more than the Heads of State had done in paragraph 264 of the Lagos
Plan of Action. It was also clearly stated in paragraph 17(ii) of document
E/ECA/TPCW.4/7 that the question of the consolidated budget could be considered
after the evaluation exercise. He pointed out, however, that at present
institutions received only 49.3 rer cent of their total financial target because
of non-payment problems. African institutions could not rely on outside help;
they had to be self-reliant. :
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252, The Executive Secretary said that he personally favoured the idea of an

ad hoc committee rather than entrusting the study of the ECA, OAU and UNDP
Secretariats because of the political implications, However, the exercise should
be confined to ECA, and possibly OAU-sponsored institutions, since he had no
jurisdiction over the others and could not report to the Conference of Ministers
on them. He felt that the best way to finance the exercise would be for each
country or organization to pay for its own participation, in a spirit of self-
reliance. Some remedial action was esgsential in view of the extremely precarious
financial situation of the institutions and particularly IDEP and IFORD.

253. In conclusion, the committee agreed that:

(a) The study on harmonization and sustainment of the institutions should be
undertaken as a matter of urgency by an ad hoc committee of 10 members to be
designated by the Conference of Ministers assisted by the Executive Secretary of
the Commigsion, the Secretary-General of 0AU and the Administrator of UNDP;

{b) In view of the statements made by the Executive Secretary of ECA and the
representative of UNDP, members of the ad hoc committee would finance theiyp own
participation in the work of the committee;

{(c) In view of the comments made during the discussions, the second proposal,
namely ‘the establishment of a consolidated budget for the institutions was Judged
premature.  Its further consideration should await the results of the study. 1/

254. The meeting took note of documents E/ECA/CHM.9/14 and E/ECA/TPCW.4/7 and adopted
draft resclutica 18 (1v).

Preparatory activities for the International Youth Year (item 10)

255. A representative of the secretariat introduced document E/ECA/CM.9/13 on the
Preparations for the International Youth Year, 1985, which had been so proclaimed
by General Assembly in résoilution 34/151 of 17 December 1979. :

256. In the African region, where the population consisted mainly of the young,
such a Year would contribute to mobilizing efforts at the regional . subregional,
national and local levels so that young people would have better opportunities
for study and employment, to ensuring the active participation of youth in the
overall development of society; and to promoting co-ordinated ard comprehensive
youth strategies for incorporation in national development nlans. -

1/ The representative of Tunisia expressed reservations concerning the
concept of a consolidated budget.
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257. The programme of activities in preparation for the Year was designed to
back up actiwvitics at the national and local levels and sensitize the public to
the objectives of the Year. In June 1983, the scerctariat would convene a _
‘regional inter-governmental meeting on the Year which would review and -evaluate
the situation of youth, bearing in mind the similarities and differences among '
the various countries. States would then improve and update existing policies
and programmes on youth and execute them, particularly in education and employ-
ment, housing, health and social welfare. Such programmes would cover rural

and urban youth and the special case of refugees and slum~dwellers. In response
to resolution 34/151, the Secretary-General had established a Special Fund for
the Year and had appealed to States to contribute thercto. Finally the repre-
sentative of the secretariat appcaled to member States to participate actively in
the programme for the Year.

258. In the discussions which followed, participants expressed their appreciation
for the special importance attached te young people, who were called upon 'to play
an important role in the development of Africa. They were grateful to the General
Assembly for having proclaimed 1985 the International Youth Year. :

259. One representative thought that, at the African level, the programme of
activities should take account of changes in the family unit, the problem of
unemployment, professional expectations and socio~economic development objectives,
Another representative said that his country was already preparing to sensitize
public opinion on the Year. It was also noted that the secretariat was working
in close collaboration with member States, the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs, specialized agencies of the United Nations and inter-
governmental and non-governmental organizations in the region. Another partici~-
pant thought that paragraph 5 of the document should have referred to specific
programmes of the activities to be undertaken prioxr to, during and after the
Year.

260. The representative of the socrctariat took not: of the commrents made by
members of tho Comuittes and stressed that a youth strateqgy shoulid aim primarily’
at integrati: young peopls in the development process and fully mobilizing that
valuablie resoarce to contribubte effectively to all aspoects of rational
development. ' : K

261, The Chairman said that, in view of the creative force of youth, young
people had to be integrated in the development process.  He therefore welcomed
the proclametion by the General Assembly of 1985 as International Youth Year
and the estsblishment of Special Fund for *he Year.
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26Z. The Committce took notc of document E/ECA/CM.9/13,

Programme of work and priorities (item 11)

(a) HMedium-term plan 1984-1989: Resources of the sea prodramme

263. The Committee had before it document E/CN.l4/806/Corr.l:.E/CN,14/TPCW.11[
23/Corr.1 on the medium-term pian, 1984-1989, dealing with the resources of the
sea, which represented a revised version of an ecarlier text submitted to the
seventh mecting of the Conference of Ministers at Freetown, Sierra Leone, in
1981.

264. In introducing this document, a representative of the secretariat explained
that the reformulated version was in response to recommendation of the Committec
for Programme and Co-crdination (CPC) at its twenty~sccond session, which was
accepted by the General Asscmbly. The decision by CPC to recommend a revision
was based on the need to incorporate the reguirements of the Convention on the
Law of the Sea adopted in April 1982. The subprogramme, now revised according
to the requirements of the General Asscembly, was being presented for considera-
tion by the Committee and approval by the ECA Confercnce of Ministers before it
was finally resubmitted to CPC for consideration and to the General Assembly for
adoption at its thirty-eighth =zession.

265. The representative of the secretariat responsible for the subprogramme
explained that cfforts to get the programme off the ground had been frustrated
since 1972 owinc to lack of pcvsonncl, a matter which the Committae should now
consider seriously.

266. In the ensuing discussions, the Committeec underscorced the importance of the .
resources of the sea as a valuable source of food and raw materials sclf-
sufficiency for many African nations. It was, nevertheless, one of the neglected
areas of concern. Those resources continued to bo exploited by foreign interests
which member States had no scientific and technical power to control. Therefore
it was necessary that rosources should be provided to the Commission so that it
could assist member States in that regard. '

267. A view was exprossed that perhaps therc might be a need for an African
inter-governmental authority on the resources of the sea. There was need to
establish resecarch institutions on marine science and technology as well as
incorporate the subject matter in national educational programmes. It was
suggested that ECA and OAU werc better placed to give guidance as to how to
approach the matter in order to protect Rfrican sea-beds from further cexploi-
tation by outsiders.
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268. In concluding, the Committee stressed that time was against Africa parti-
cularly now that a Convention on the Law of the Sca had been adopted, Thus,
convinced that the main problem facing African Governments was lack of capabi-
lity for the exploration and exploitation of resources of the sea, the
Committee supported the idea.of creating awareness of the problem through con-
certed programmes of training, seminars and study tours at the national,
subregional and regional levels with a view to halting the exploitation of
those resourccs and using them for Africa's own development, as reflected in
the work programmc of the sccretariat.

269. The Committee took note of document E/CN.14/B06/Corr.l: E/CN.14/TPCW.I1/23/
Corr.l and adopted draft resolution 12 (1v).

{b) Implementation of the programme of work and prioritiés for the
biernnium 1982-1983;

(c) Implementation of the programme of work and priorities of the
MULPOCs for the biennium 1982-1983_

270. The Committee decided to consider the two items together.

271. A representative of the sceoretariat introduced document E/ECA/CM.9/18 on

the implementation of the work programme for the bicnnium 1982-1983 whose main
purpose was .to provide background information to the Committec for the discussion
of the proposed programme of work and priorities for the biennium 1984-1985. He
further oxplained that thc report presented an analysis of actual and anticipated
programme performance at the output level, i.e. of goods and services to be
delivered to member States and their national and inter~-governmental institutions
during the review period. The focus of the report was, howcver, on those outputs
which were planned to be terminated in 1982-1983 or postponed to 1984~1985, with
reasons being given for such terminations or postponements. .

272. The Chairmen of the Yaounde, Lusaka, Niamey and Tangier-based and the Vice-
Chairman of the Gisenyvi-based Multinational Programming and Operational Centres
(MULPOCs) in turn reported on the implementation of thc work programme of their
respective MULPOCs for the biennium 1982-1983 (E/ECA/TPCW.4/5).

273. In their respective introductory statements, they stressed that, according
to their terms of reference, the MULPOCS were requircd to work together to
Promote subregional economic intégration and as such they had a fundamental role
to play in the implementation of ‘the Lagos Plan of Action especially the Final .
Act of Lagos. R
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274. It was expléinad that dering the period under revicw, the activities of the
MULPOCs in the fields of trade and finance, agriculture, industry, research and
rural development, . transport and communications, integration of women in the
development process, cnergy, manpower development and training, natural resources,
social development; cconomic integration; watcr resources. human settlements,
statistics and demography, activitics to strongthen economic co-operation, and
other special projects had produced remarkable results,

275, Nevertheless, the Chairmen of the various MULPCCs were unanimous in stressing
the problem of inadequacy of both financial and human. resources with which to
implement key programmes. The Chairman of the Yaoundc-bascd MULPOC Committee of
Officials appecalcd to donors for additional funds to sustain the programme of the
Yaounde MULPOC. He also hoped that generous pledges would be made for the MULPOC
work programmes within the context of UNTFAD. The Vice-Chairman of the Committee
of Officials of the Gisenyi-based MULPOC made a special plea for ECB to increase
its assistance to that MULPOC in the key area of energy. The Chairman of the
Committee of Officials of the Niamey-based MULPOC appealed to UNDP to continue to
“fund existing programmes of his MULPOC which could provide a sound basis for the
development of the subregion.

276. In the discussions which followed on document E/ECA/CM.2/18, the Committee
ﬁoted the impressive high rate of performance {(21.7 per cent) whereby 597 outputs
out of the 651 programmed for 1982-1983 were anticipated to be implemented in
light of the prospects for the remainder of the biennium. However, it expressed
disappointment at the termination of certain projects of importance to some
‘MULPOCs and called for an oxplznation of deviationg From programmed activities,
particularly in the fields of industry and science and technology. In response,
the secretariat informed the Committee that projects terminated were those
considered no longer capable of contributing to the solution of problems addres-
sed and hence the objectives as defined at the planning and programming stage.

In some cases also, certain additional projects considered more urgent had been
introduced in fulfilment of legislative decisions that they should be . carried

out in 1982-1983. But, in genecral, most of the outputs being terminated ox
postponed were those for which financial resources were not available. In 1980,
when the programme was formulated, it had bcen expected that sufficient financial
support would come from such big supportcrs of ECA projects as UNDP. Unfortunately,
their subsequent financial difficultices had prevented that.

277. In the discussions on document E/ECA/TPCW.4/5. on the implementation of the
programme of work and priorities of the MULPOCs for 1982-1983, the Committee
noted the similarity of the work programmes.of the various MULPOCs as well as

the important progress so far achieved in implementing them including the efforts
to harmonize their activitics, noting in particular the efforts being made in
that regard in the Niamey and Lusaka-based MULPCCs. It urged that all future
reports on the implementation of work programmes of the MULPOCs should be
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accompanicd by tables showing comperativc achievements. The Committec noted the
concern expressed by the representative of Chad that his country was not covered
in the programme of the Yaounde-based MULPOC despite its continued support for
that Centré as well as thé regquest of its representative that a MULPOC mission
should be mounted soon in order to identify needs in his country. An assurance
was given by the sccretariat that, as a result of the recent Libreville MULPOC
meeting, Chad would be accorded top priority during the 1983-1984 biennium. It
was felt necessary to avoid artificial boundarics when discussing transport links
and the MULPCCs should make use of existing training institutions in other MULPOCs
as a measure of furthering intra-African co-operation. The Committee noted with
satisfaction the suggestion made within the framework of the Yaoundc NMULPOC to
establish a special assistance fund within the Banque de développement des Etats
de l'Afrique Central (BDEAC) for Sao Tome and Principe and Eguatorial Guinea.

278. The Committee noted with disappointment the reduction in UNDP funds to the
MULPOCs in general, particularly following the General Assembly's decision in
resolution 37/138 to finance the MULPOCs on an cstablished basis. although regular
budget resources were not adequate. The Committee stressed the nead for the MULPOCS
to set priority core programmes based on wecll thought out criteria for resource
allocation to them. '

279. The represcntative of UNDP, appreciating the concern of member States about the
declining funds of UNDP for the support of their programmes, underscored the fact
that, with its limited resources,; UNDP had recently been criticized for expending

$8 million to finance staff posts in MULPOCs. UNDP had continued to finance
operational projects which unfortunately had roccived no mention in the document.
Nevertheless, it looked at the future in a realistic manner and would not refrain
from studying such projects. It would continue to support the women's programme
but ECA and other agencices, together with UNDP, should start exploring other
possible sources of financing e.g., from Governments and donor countries.

280. The representative of ARSO drow the attention of the various MULPOCs to the
information now readily available within ARSO on standardization, quality control
and certification and metrology. Action had already been taken to exchange such
information with the Niamey-based MULPOC and he urged all MULPOCs to co-ordinate
and liaise their activities in those arcas with ARSO.

281. The represcntative of ARCEDEM obscrved the need to promote the public sector
without which other sectors could not be promoted on a sclf-reliant basis. He
urged protcction of local industries and intra-African trade in order to cut down
costs of imported capital goods. Hencc, rationalization, with the help of ARSO
was seen as a pricrity for all MULPOC centres. e also urged ECA to consider the
possibility of integrating the work of ECA-sponsorced institutions with the ECA
work programme, perhaps as ‘a separate section or a supplement.
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287. Vith regard to a question on wiere the training programme for Namibians
actually took place. the scor. tarici cxplained that training tock place both
within and outside Africa and tne fact that the E£xcdutive Secre >tary himself was
a Board member of the Instituts “:ad ersured that lamibizn ndtzonulb partici Dated
in in~scrvice training programme within ZCA,

283, In respons. to matters raised during the discussions, the sccoretariat wel-
comed the suggesticns on how to rationalize the activitics of the MULPOCs and
also the propesal of includirg indicative tables of achicvements in future progress
reports of the MULPCCs. On a point of clarificatiorn, it was cxplained that it was
not the intention of ECA to inteqrate the Giscnvi-based HULPOC with the Yaounde—
based MULPOC as impliied in onec »f the papors submitted to the Committec. In
conclusion, the sccrctariat thanked UNDP for the support so far rendered to the
centres and again drew its attention to Confercence of Ministers resolution 450 (XVII)
or financing of the MULPOCs on an cstablishad hasis.

284. In-view of the importance of the programmes of ths MULPOCs in furthering thc
cconomic and social development of the African reagion ther: was a conscnsus in tho
Committee to address the following recormendations to the Confgrence of Ministers:

(2a) An appeal would be made to all memboer States to pledge gencrously in
support of the programmos of the MULPOCs and in particular the programme
for women;

(b) ECA should implioment fully and without dclay thae Rabat resolution on
deccentralization of resources to the MILPOCS;

{c) Once again UNDP stould bl urgo? *o consinue to render assistance to the
MULPOCs in the spirit of Confeorence of Ministors rcsolution 450 (XVII);

(d) The ECA Exceutive Scerctary sheuld be roguestued to oxplor:z all possible
sources of finance for the implumuntation of the programmes of the MULPOC centres.

285. Subject to those comments, the Cormitiec took note of documonts E/ECA/CHM.9/18
and T/ECA/TPCW.4/% and acdopted draf+ rosclution 20 {(IV). )

(d) Proposced programme of work and prioritics for the bicnnium 1984~198
{including substaative prograrm.c of work of tho HUT.POCS)

286. In introducing document E/FCA/CN.9/3 on the programm: of work and priorities
for 1984-1985, 2 ropresentative of thy s_crotarint informad tho Commiti¢cs that
the work programme was the first biennizl work vrogramm. %o-b: propared within
the framowork of the Unitced Nations 1984- 1289 medium—torm rlan. He explained
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that the Jdraft sroposals of the Qlan had heen examined by the Conference of
WMinigsters ot its scvonth meeting ot Prectown, Sicrra Loone, in 1%C1 in
accordance with General Asscmbly resolution 31/93 requesting, in part. that
measuras be takon to involve more colsely tha ssctoral, regionnl ond fonctional
programmc-Fformulatine organs iu the planninq and progragmming procoss.

287, The medium-tcrm »lan document had now beun adopted by the Coreral Asscembly
at its thirty-scventh sessicon, taking into account the vicws and suggustions

of the Committoe: for Programme and Co-ordination (CPCY, the Neoononmic and Social
Council and the relevant Committons of the Gercral Asscmbly. and now iz consti-
tuted the orincipal policy dircetive ofthe Unitoed Netions. Some dcgroc of
flaxibility was assured in that the plan would be rovised overy two voars in

ordor to incorporste any devclopments and programme changes.

288, The work programm: had beon prepared on the basis of a General Assembly
policy of maximum budgaet restraint and austerity and programme activities had
been mainly proposed within the lovel of resources of the approved programma
budget for 1987-1983. The underlying stratcgics of the medium-torm plan were
those of the Declaration and the Procrarme of Action on the Establishment of

a New Intornational Economic Order, the International Development Strategy for
the Third United Hations Development Docade and the Lagos Plan of Acition and the
Final Act of Lagos. '

289, The work programme laid emphasis on, among others, regional self-sufficiency
in food, establishment of a sound industrial base, institutional infrastructure,
intra-African co-operation, vhysical intcoration and the ~ttainment of a sub-
stantial share of intra-African trade in the total trade of Africa. It reflected
the need for rapid, simultaneous and inturlinked advances on several strategic
points and took into account the present low level of self-reliance and self-
sustaining growth and structural diversification characteristic of most countries
of the region. The work programme for the staff of the MULPOCs who were now
finaneed under the regular budget was also included in the document.

290. In conclusion, he called upon the Committee vo consider the document before
it and give their constructive wviews which would Iate:xr be commurnicated to CPC
for consideration during its next session in May 1983 . which would subseguently
submit its recommendation on the work programme for 1984-1985 to thc General
Asseambly for approval during its thirty-eichth session. -

291, In the discussions that followed, the Committee welcomed the work programme
and its format =nd recommended it for support by all agencies including the
MULPOCs. The secretariat was in warticular urged to support the latter’s work
programme. It hoped that all tho outputs planncd would be completed.
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292. The Committee also noted with satisfaction the inclusion of the progr amme
of activities for the.least deveicped countries and the measures envisaged

for their implementation and urged the secretariat to continue in that
direction.

293. Clarification was sought on certain points, notakly the absence of
identifisble priorities =s well as of an indicaticn of the budgatary

implications of the work programmé. In answer to the first question, the
representative of the secretariat indicated that, with respect to identifications
of priorities in general; the Conference of Ministers' response in 1981 to the
request that it should determine relative priorities among subprogrammes within

& programme as requested in General Assenbly resolution 34/224, was that all sub~-
programmes in. ECA's medium-term plan for 1984-1989 were of high priority.
However , with specific reference. to the least developed African countries, the
fact that there was a specific subprogramme on them .in the.programme on development
issues and policies, apart from the fact. that other programmes also catered for
them, was.an indication of priority setting. As far as the question of budget
implications was concerned, he stated that the Conference of Ministers was not-
expected to deal with budgetary aspects of the programme which were the
responsibility of the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly, on the advice of
the ACABQ . The Conference of Ministers could only deal with programme formulation.

294. Further clarification was also sought with regard to the criterion

which the secretariat followed in determining which countries should be given
technical advisory services and also how the secretariat intended to disseminate
and implement the Code of Conduct on Transnational Corporations.

295. With regard to the question of advisory services, the secretariat
explained that as normally indicated for every output in the work programme
document, technical advisory services were solely to be rendered upon specific
requests of member States and were provided on a first-come-first-served basis.
As far as the work programmes of the MULPOCs were concerned, the secretariat
assured the Committee that they would be supported Just as they were in the past.

296. The Code of Conduct would be distributed to member States after it had
been adopted. At the Januarv 1233 meeting on ths subject, only 22 member
States had attended. However, negotiations had been held in March and would
continue in May. Copies of thz document had been sent to the African Group
in Mew York and, after the adontion of the Code, TCA‘s programme would be
aimed at monitoring the implementation of that Code by the member States.

297. In answer to another question on whether inter-governmental organizations
could seek funding for projects directly from UNDP,; the representative of UNDP
explained that the basic principle was that UNDP could react to such a reguest
either from one Government or a group of them and therefore, inter-governmental
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organizations were cualified to present projects to his organization provided
such projects were to be implemented on behalf of the Governments which must
have authorized such organizations to sign on their behalf. That was not the
case for the MULPOCs.

268, In conclusion, the Committee commended the secretariat on the work
programme and took note cf document E/FCA/CM.%/3.

The United Nations Trust Fund for African Development (item 12)
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(b)  Projects for funding in the biennium 1984-1985

299. A representative of the secretariat introduced documents E/ECA/CM.9/16

on resources reguired for 1984-1985 and E/ECA/CM.2/17 on pledges and payments
by member States and institutions, project implementation and expenditures for
the period 1981/1982. 7fe stated that the implementation of approved programmes
was characterized by a perennial problem of resources. He informed the parti-
cipants that of the total amount of $7 million pledged to date, $2 million was
still outstanding, and he also indicated the declinihg trend in the amounts
pledged as well as the delays in payments. He then informed the participants

- that the resource reguirements for 1984,/1985 amounted to $9 million and hoped
that member States would pledge generocusly at the next Pledging Conference on

2 May 1983, He then informed participants of General Assembly resolution:
37/139 of 17 December 1982 on special measures for the social and economic
development of Africa in the 19806s which allowed non-African donors to make
pledges to the United Nations Trust Fund for Africar Development.

300. 1In the ensuing discussions, participants congratulated the secretariat

for the brief and lucid presentation. Some participants informed the secretariat
that payments against previous pledges had already been remitted or were in the
pipeline, others said that they would make pledges at the forthcoming pledging
conference, and others indicated that inspite of current economic difficulties
they expecied to piedge more than they had done on previous occasions. Some
participants explained that trhay had experienced administrative problems

relating to the transfer of funds but such nroblems had now been resolved.

301. One participant sought clarificatcion from the sécretariat in respect

of his countrv which was listed as not fully paid during 1980/1981 and further
recuested a full tabulation of all relevant payments since 1977. Another
enquired about the criteria for allocations from the General Fund to projects
reguiring funding. Differences in the figures for resources reguired for the
biennium 1984-1985 were observed betwasen document E/ECA/CM.9/16/Summary and
the complete version of that document and clarification was requested.
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302. In response, the representative of the secretariat indicated that he was
very encaouraged by statements made by participants. Fe had taken note of the
intention of some countries to increase their pledges at the forthcoming Pledging
Conference. He then provided clarification to the guestions raised by parti-
cipants. On the amounts listed as outstanding in respect of one country, he
explained that the data were based on records currently available at the
secretariat and these gave the correct information. The allocation of funds
to individual projects from the General Fundé was on the basis of the approved
programme of work and in accordance with the priorities of member States.
Finally, he explained that the discrepancy obhserved between the summary and
main document arose bhecause the main document contained the latest information
which had not been available at the time the summary document was prepared.

303. The Executive Secretary appealed to the participants tc remember the
spirit of Kinshasa when the United Mations Afrlcan Trust Fund had been
established and added that the objective was not only to meet current short-
falls but also to finance activities which would normally not be financed by
other donors. He appreciated the financial difficulties experienced by member
States and added that there was, nevertheless, a necd for sacrifice, otherwise-
the situation would get worse. He then added that, as the General Assembly
had now appealed to international community to pledge to the Fund, there was.
an even greater need, particularly in the spirit of szlf-reliance of the Lagos
Plan of Action, for the African countriass to bear most of the burden and
increase their pledges. In this respect, he appealed to participants to send
messages to their countries so that ministers would come with ihstructions tQ
pledage.

304. The Committee took note of documents E/FCA/CM.9/16 and 17 and adopted
draft resolution 21 (IV).

Resolutions and decisions adopted by the Fconomic_and Social Counc:.l at its
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305. 2 representative of the secretariat introduced document E/ECA/CM.9/24
which reviewed the various resolutlons and decisions adopted by the General
Assembly at its thlrty-seventh session, specificzlly those recommended for
adoption by the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session of
1982 on the basis of the report and rscommendations of the Conference of
Ministers at its eighth meeting.

306. He drew the Committee's attention to the extremely important role
played by the African Grouo in getting the resolutions and decisions of
concern to the Comm1551on submitted to and adopted by the Fconomic and
Social Council at its second regular session of 1982, and bv the General
Assembly at its thlrty—seventh session.
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307. Lastly, he recalled that, following the Secretary—General's eloguent
report on the dramatic economic and social situation in the African continent,
and the discussions and recommendations of the First, Third and Fifth Committees,
the General Asserbly had adopted resolutions 37/138," 37/139, 37/140, 37/212
37/214, 37/224, 37/245, 37/246 37/136, 37/444 and 37/237 all of which were of
direct concern to the Comm1591on.

308. During the ensuing dlscu5510ns, the representative of Zaire thanked the
Executive Secretary and the Fconomic and Social Council for the favourable
consideration given to questions concerning his country's spe01f1c problems
with respect to transport, tran51t and access to international markets. His
country had agreed to act as host to the Transport Donor Conference.

309. The Executive Secretary emphasized the role played by the African Group
and the Group of 77 and their efforts in supportlng the resolutions and
decisions of the Conference of Ministers. BAs a result of thée determination -
shown by those oroups, all such resolutions and decisions had received the
support of the international community in the Unlted Nations. - Apprec1ations
should be exvressed to the two Groups for thelr keen suoport for- those resolu-
tions and decisions.

310. On behalf of the Commlttee, the Chairman commended the African Group
of the General Assembly and the Grouo of 77 for their efforts 1n that respect.

311. He expressed the ‘hore that the Executive qecretarv would continue and
redouble his efforts to secure the adoption of the Commission's resolutions
and decisions in the United Nations in the future.

312. The Committee took note of document E/FCA/CM.9/24.
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313. The Executive qecretary introduced document E/ECA/TPCH.4/2 entitled
"Follow-up action on the resolutions and decisions of the Commission at 1ts
gseventeenth session” The document would enable the meetlng to have a clear
view of the efforts undertaken by the secretarlat, within the limits of its
meagre resources, to lmplement the decisions and resolutlons of the ECA
Conference of Mlnlsters as well as the’ oroblems, 1F any, encountered in

that respect.’ ’

314. The meeting expressed the importance it attached to the document
espec1ally in view of the fact that every vear different resolutions were
adopted. It was further polnted‘out that the opportunity cost of attending
meetings by member States was increasing from year to year, thus necessitating
a clear demonstration of the concréte outcome of the work of the meetings. It
was, therefore, pertinent to examine the extent to which the various
resolutions had been implemented.
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315. Several participants raised cuestions on a number of resolutions. One
requested additional information on resolution 433 (XVII) on IDEP, since his country
‘had not received adequate information regarding the implementation of the said
resolution. BAnother reférred to resolution 440 (XVII) on the external indebtedness
of African countries and’expressed the hone that the relevant study would soon be
completed and distributed to the member States. On resolution 456 (XVII) and

456 (XVII) relating to the least’ developea countries, one part1c;pant pointed OUL
that, although his country had requésted assistance from ECA in the preparation of
his country's review meeting,; no such as sgistance had yet been received. He also
wished to know whether the secretariat had followed up resolutlon 458 (XVII) on the

it to the attention of all the States Members of the Unlted Nations.

316. Several participants made reference to resolutions 433 (XVII) on PADIS.

One participant noted that the rewvort on the follow-up of the resolution contained
some errors, which he had brought to the attention of the secretariat. Another
participant asked for additional information regarding the technical assistance
that was’' planned to be provided by PADIS 'to national centres particularly in cas:s
where the latter lacked sufficient resources for the installation of computer and
reprographic equipment. He wondered whether such techinical assistance was in the
form of training or equipment. Another participant questioned the accuracy of the
French title of PADIS, feeling that it dealt at leasi for the time being more with
data processing than with information sciences. He wondered if it intended to
break into the more advanced field of information sciences. lle also pointed out,
with regard to document E/ECA/TPCW 4/2, that his country had not received any
assistance from PADIS.

317. The representative of UNDP paid tribute to the tremendous personal efforts
that had been made by the Fxecutive Secretary in following up resolutions

430 (XVII) and 441 (XVII), especially in respect of securing funds from UNDP.
With regard to resolution 430 (XVII); he noted that the agreement referred to in
the follow-up report had been reached before the UNDP budget had been reduced by
45 per cent in November 1982. Concerning resolution 441 {XVII}, he informed the
meeting that, although there had initially been some mlsunderstandlng between ECA
and UNDP. the mission that the Executive Secretary had sent to UNDP had led to
UNDP's acceptance of the project. Finally with regard to resolution 452 (XVII)
he apologized for not having been able to submit a document on the progress on
the 1mplementat10n of UNDP s Reglonal Programme for Afrlca. That was due to the
programmes with other relevantthégﬁiggElons. A preliminary draft of the document
had, however, been completed and the final version would be gsent to individual
member States through the UWNDF offices.

318. 1In responding to the various comments, the Ixecutive Secretary pointed out
that the implementation of resolution 433 (XVII) was very important since the
financial situation of IDEP was very serious owing to the reduction in UNDP
assistance. The Director of IDEP had been doing his best to mobilize resources
including calling upon member States that had not paid their contributions

to do so urgently. He promised to circulate the study on indebtedness long
before the ministerial meeting on African indebtedness scheduled to be held in
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¥inshasa in December 1983. Regarding resoiution 441 (XVII),; he reiterated the
importance of intra-African trade and noted that, thanks to the voluntary pledges
and the support of Algeria, the secretariat had kept up activities in intra-aAfrican
trade. He also applauded the efforts of Gabon in supporting the work on the Central
African Economic Community. He appealed for specific support of the project on
intra-African trade. As for resolution 452 (XVII) he hoped that the progress
report would be soon available and that it would be put on the agenda of the next
meeting of the Committee. Finally, on resolution 438 (XVII)}, he noted that in

some MULPCCs decisions had been reached to set up regional centres. Also, PADIS
could, on request, support national centres usually with the help of UNDP and the
Interim Fund for Science and Technology Development.

319. The Committee took note of document E/ECA/TPCW.4/2.
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320. A representative of the secretariat introduced document E/ECA/CM.9/25,
entitled "Personnel and administrative questions”. The item had been included in
the Conference agenda in order to keep member States informed of the achievements
and difficulties of ECA staff and administrative questions. Statistics as at

31 December 1982 showed that 77 per cent of reocular posts and 70 per cent .. -
of pcsts finenced from extrabudgotary roscurces wore occupied by Africans. -

In the general services cadre, 554 out of the 615 posts were occupicd

by Africans. Thus 84 per cent of total posts were now occupied by Africans. The
policy of Africanizing the senior staff grades had been pursued with determinatica.
Regarding consultants, there had been a net increase in the number of Africans
whose services had been secured on a temporary basis to reinforce the permanent
staff. He announced with satisfaction that the Commission's interpretation servi:zes
were now 100 per cent Africanized.

321. However, the objective of an equitable representation of member States in tae
secretariat was yet to be achieved. An appeal had been launched to countries

under -represented or not represented at all to encourage their natiocnals to apply
for jobs in the secretariat and its affiliated agencies, for otherwise the posts
which could have been f£illed by them might be occupicd by non-Africans. He
described the secretariat's endeavours to promote Arabic,; the one official

language of the United Nations that was authentically African, to the same status
as French and English and thanked the countries that had responded to the appeal
launched in 1981 and 1982 to meet part of the reguirements o7 the Arabic group.

322. Regarding staff welfare, the meeting was informed of the secretariat's
efforts to improve the living and working conditions of the staff and of the
increase of 3.7 per cent in the operating budget by the General Assembly at its
thirty~seventh session.
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323. Finally he told participants of the decisions taken by the United Nations
General Assembly to help to solve the problem of the present inadequate conference
facilities in Addis Ababa. He thanked the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
the African Group and the Group of 77 without whose help theose results could not
have been achieved.

324. Dpuring the discussjons that followed, representatives of member States
congratulated the Executive Secretary on the efforts to Africanize the secretariat
and also for the efforts to promote the use of Arabic within the ECA secretariat.

325. 5Some representatives of underrepresented countries expressed their willingness
to respond to the call to put forward candidates for vacant posts ‘and wondered
whether posts now occupied by non-Africans would revert to Africa in the future.

It was also wondered why D1’ posts occupied by non-Africans had-indreased from two

in 1974 to three in 1978 and £o four in 1982. One representative wished to know
whether the secretariat envisaged the rotation of senior posts on a geographical

and linguistic basis, particularly at D1 and PS5 levels among the countries because

~ he notided an imbalance in their distribution. o

326. Yet other representatives wished to know how consultants were:identified and
recruited-dnd whether it was possible to have a roster of african specialists that
could be called upon in time of need. Experience had shown that most non-aAfrican
experts working in certain African countries were hardly familiar with the

problems facing those countries. Attentioh was also drawn to the large number of

consultants, whose services were extremely expensive. ‘

327. oOther participants pointed out’that the appropriation for technical studies
to solve the problem of inadequate conference facilities was very substantial
($400,000) . For the sake of economy, studies should be entrusted to African
engineering consultancy firms. R

328. The representative of OAU congratulated the Executive Secretary for the
effort made in staff Africanization and exhorted the secretariat to céntinue to
increase the number of permanent African professional staff and to have less
recourse to the services of non-African consultants. |

329. In response to the question of the number of consultants, the representative
of the'secretariat pointed out that consultants were recruited only when thée work
required could not be done by professionals on board. Non~-Africans happened to be
recruited because ECA was part of the United Rations secretariat. When a post
became vacant, it was announced in all regions of the United Nations system. If
the African region failed to present a suitable candidate; the post would be
occupied by a non-African. Regarding the roster of African experts, UMDP and ECA
were already preparing such a roster which would be circulated shortly.
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330. The decrease in the number of 'D1 posts held by Africans in 1982, was due to
firstly the departure over the years of two Africans whose posts had subsequently
been given to deserving staff members within the secretariat. Even though
nationality was an important consideration for entry into United Nations service,
staff members were promoted only on the basis of performance. There were nine
African countries yet to be represented within the secretariat.

331. The Committee took note of document E/ECA/CM 9/25 and adopted draft
resolution 22 (1v).

Any other business (item 16)

332. One participant suggested that the secretariat should issue a document
showing all ECA's achievements during its 25 years of activity and its internal
. work programme and prospects.

333 Another part1C1pant stated that the Committee was too broad for dealing with
all the technical problems submitted to it. It would facilitate the work of the
Committee if it were to consider only certain agenda items such as items 1 to 5{a)
for the 1983 meetlng and have the other items dealt with by sub-committees.

,334. One-representative raised the question of documents which failed to reach
ccuntries within the requisite time. That meant that some delegations arrived at
the Conference inadequately prepared.

335. 1In reply, the Executive Secretary stated that an exceptional effort had been
made during the current year to send conference documents to all countries. They
--had been circulated at the MULPOC meetings, and more copies had been transmitted
through embassies and UNDP-offices and by all other possible means. The real
problem did not lie in the trax'smission of documents but in Vthe fact that ‘
composition of delegations was not known in the countries concerned until the

last monent,

336. mhe suggestlon that the Committee should split into sub-committees would
have to be considered since the proposal had both advantages and disadvantages.
It must be noted, however, that some of the documents to be considered by the
Committee had first been studied by various specialized bodies. The Committee
should therefore undertake only the discussion of documents speC1a11y prepared
for its examination. ' A-publication entitled "Pwenty-five years in the Service
of African Development and Integration"rwould be available shortly.
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337. The Executive Secretary informed participants that the Conference would take
place about the same time of year. As to the venue, a member State would have to
offer to host the Conference, and according to the principle of rotation, the
offer should come from an Mastern and Southern African or Central African country.
The final decision would be announced at the Conference of Ministers.
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338. After making the necessary amendments, on 23 April 1983 the Committee adopted
its report, draft resclutions and draft Declaration for submission to the Conference
of Ministers.

339. The representative of Algeria, speaking on behalf of all members of the
Committee, rroposel a vote of thanks to the Government of Ethiopia not only for
its assistance during the present meeting but also for its unfailing support
over the past twenty-five years. /see draft resolution 23 (IV)/

340. The representative of QAU expressed his profound appreciation to the Government
of Fthiopia for its efforts to assist the Commission over the last quarter of a
century. He also congratulated the Chairman and officers at the fourth meeting

of the Committee, who, together with all participants, had shown their dedication

to the development of Africa. On behalf of the Secretary-General of OAU hé hoped
that they would ensure that the initiatives taken by the Committee and the
conclusions it had arrived at would be fully followed up on their return to their
respective countries. Again, he wished to express his full appreciation to the
Executive Secretary and staff of the Cormiission and to all the authorities '6f the
host country, Ethiopia, for their relentless support to the cause of Africa.

341. The Executive Secretary said that, at the closure of such a historic meeting,
he wished to congratulate all delegations for the seriousness with which they had
lived up to their responsibilities and for the richness of their ideas. The
meeting of the Committee, on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee, was indeed unique
in the history of the Commission and of the continent. On his own behalf and

on behalf of all his colleagues; he wished to thank the Chairman, the bureau,

and all revresentatives for the way in which they had discharged their tasks.
Particular thanks were due to the Government of Ethiopia which had never failed

to support the Commission. He recalled in particular that the very precinct

in which the present meetings were being held, Africa Hall, was a gift of the
Ethiopian Government.

342. He called upon each and everyone to rededicate themselves to the task ahead
so that, at the time of the Golden Jubilee, 25 years from now, Afirca would be
vibrant, resilient, proaressive, dynamic ané a true and faithful partner in the
world economy.

343. The Chairman said that the meeting had indeed been a historic one; not only
because it had taken place on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the Commission,
but also because of the extremely high level of participation and exchange of views
which had taken place. It represented an ideal opportunity for African countries
to renew their commitment to the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the
Final Act of lLagos. He was confident that, with such dedication as had been shown
at the present meeting; by the year 2000, Africa would have achieved a self-
reliant and self-sustaining economy.

344. He then declared closed the fourth meeting of the Technical Preparatory
Committee of the Whole.
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Racalling its resolution 404 (XVI) of 10 April 1981,

situatlon of Afrlcan countrles and in assisting nember States to identify
appropriate policy measures to deal with their current and long-term develop-
ment problems,

Conqratulatlnq the qecretarlat for preparlng the document entitled

v . A e o

1. Calls on each member State to provide the secretariat with the

information recuired to prepare the Survey ~s called for in resolution 404 (XVI);

2.  Notes_with satisfaction the efforts made by the secretariat to

broaden the scope of the survey by includine short-term forecasts of the
major macro-economic variables for the recion as a whole, for subregions and
for country aroupinas:

3. Recuests the secretariat to improve the quality of the forecasting

exercise in the Survey;

4, Further recuests the secretariat to do evervthing in its power to

ensure the realization of *he Survev.

2 (IV). Support to African land-locked countries

Recalling General 2ssembly resolution 35/160 of 19 December 1977 pro-

claimlng the United Fations Transpeort and Communicationg Decade in Africa,

Recalllnq the ﬂlobal 5trateﬂ" and nrowramwo of action adopted bv the

Conference of M1nlsters of Transport, Cormunications and Planning as well
as by the Economic and Social Council in May and July 1978 respectively,

1/ F/ECA/CM.9/20.
2/ R/FCA/CIL9/5.
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Recalling the “onroviz Strateqy for the African region within the
framework of +he Internatiospal Dovalorment “frategy Tor the Third United
Nations Develomment Decade adopted on 18 July 1979 by the Organization of
African Unity Council of “Iristers in resolution CM/Res.722 (XXXIIT),

Recalling the Lagos Plar of Action for implementation of the Monrovia
Strategy, in particular the chap-er on transport and comunicstions, adopted
by African Feads of Stzate and Government on 29 aApril 1920,

locked countries,

Noting with concern that the initiatives taken so far in “avour of land-

locked countries have not been very effective,

financial and technical resources for the benefit of land-locked countries:;

2. Reguests that apnropriations under the United Nations Trust Fund

for land-locked countries should he increased in order to exnand their
capability to respond positively to development needs;

3. Requests the Commission secretarisat to co-operate with all

relevant svecialized acencies of the United Mations system in implementing an
appropriate programme of action in favour of land-locked countries.
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Recalling resolution 4/78 on the Regional Food Plan for Africa adooted

by the FAC Regional Conference for Africa held in Arusha, United Republic of
Tanzania, in Sentember 1978,

§§EEEEEEEMQE§9 its resolution 351 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 in which it

arpealed to member States effectivelv to implement the Reqgienal Food Plan for
Africa,

ment in April 1980 in the Lagos Flan of RPction, 1/ to the effect that hfrican
Governments, in their efforts to developr food, should focus their attention

on most urgent programmes -and actiwities, ramely the ‘eduction of -post-harvest
losses, establishment of food ‘security otroorammes, and increased producticn of
food crops, livestock and fisheries and adont nolicies and measures to increase
investments,

1/ A/S-11/14, annex I.
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gself-sufficiency ratJo and the short;all in domestic inputs and external
financial assistance,

1. gétlf-?ﬁ the Fovernm@nts of the region to intensiFy their efforts
policies and measures for expandlnq food nroduction, reduc1ng food losses
and setting up food security systems;

2. fg{thgr_gglig on the Governments of member States to give special
resource utilization in thelr efforts to increase food crops, llvestock and
fisheries production;

3. Requests Governments of member States to accord priority to

research, to the exchange of information on scientific research and to
technological vrogress for food development:

4, Calls on international Financial institutions and donor countries

the implementation of the Afrlcan Food Plan and the Lagos Plan of Action;

6. géll§¢95 the Commission to undate tke document on the situation of
tlonsomade at the fourth meetlnq of the Technlcal Preparatory Committee of the
¥hole before submitting it to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session;

7. ngggsts the Commission, in close collaboration with the Food and
take an.intensive study to ascertain the cause of .the apparent discrepancy between
the increasing resource allocatlon to Food and aquculture and the declining
rerformance of that sector;

8. Calls on the relevant United Nations agenoies to assist the countries

of the region to mount action-oriented programmes to improve the food situation
in-Africa and in bridaing the technological gap:

9. Reguests the Food and Agriculture Organiration to continue to
strengthen its support to the Commission and throuagh the latter, to the
Multinational Programmince and Operational Centres, for implementing the
Regional Food Plan for Africa and the Lagos Plan of Action at the regional

and subregional levels.
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4 {1V). 2Pssistance to the livestock sector in Afrlca
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component of foocd and a support for aquculture,

Aware of the worrving state of the livestock sector deriving from the
destruction of herds.by scourqges such as droucht, desertification and‘bov1ne )
diseases and taking into account the importance of the sector in the national

economies of African States in terms of both food and trade,

1. Conaratulates the secretariat of the FEconomic Commission for Africa,
system such as the Food- and Agriculture Organization and other relevant organiza-
tions for their research work in the agriculture, fisheries and livestock sectors
with a view to in¢reasing production of food crops and animal products;

2. Recuests the secretarint of the Commission to conduct, in close collabo-
ration with . ‘the Tood and Aariculiturz, perspective studizs in the livestock
scctor, evaluate nrogress and work out 2 moecific aphroach to the development
of thiz soctor in order to increase the contribtution of the livestock sector

to food and rariculture develorment:

3. Calls on the States members of the Commission to pay special attention

to this sector when drawing up national economic develorment programmes.

5 {IV). United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Afrlca
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Social Council resolutlon 2097 (LXIII) of 29 July 1977 and General Assembly
resolution 32/160 of 19 December 1977 proclaiming the United Nations Transport
and Communications Decade in Africa,

Recalling also its resolution 435 (XVII) of 30 April 1982,

gL
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Bgfeg{}gg to resolution 1982/54 of 29 Julv 1922 of the Fconomic and

Social Council and resolution 37/149 of 17 December 1982 of the General
Assembly,

Considering that the. proaramre of the Decade renulres constant adjust“

ment during the entire mericd of the Decade,

Having congidered the progress report on the 1molementatlon of the pro-

gramme of the first phase of the Decade (1980-1983) and the report on the draft
programme of the second phase {1954--1988),

Moting with satisfaction the inititative taken by the Executive Secretary

of the Bconomic Commission for Africa in the preparation of the programme of
the second phase and the timetable set up in this regard,

Commission for Africa in hlS queat for ways and means to flnallze the proqramme
of the second nhase in a satisfacotrv way and to secure its financing,

1. Pxpresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and theuAdministratar of the United Mations Develorment Programme for
the financial support which they have providedé for the organization of the
fifth consultative technical meetine and the nreparation of the plan of action

of the second phase of the Decade:

2. Rppeals to donor countries and financial institutions to part1c1pate

fullv and positively in the fifth consultative technical meeting scheduled to
be held from 11 to 14 Octoher 1783;

3. Notes with satisfaction the progress so far made in implementing

the programme of the first phase of the Decade and the efforts made towards the
preparation of the programme for the second phase;

4., Endorses resolution FCA/MMTTACDA/Res.fB3/22 of 11 March 1983 of the

third Conference of Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning;

5. Recommends that, in view of the success of the consultative technical

meetings organized for the mohilization of resources for financing the programme
of the first phase, other consultative technical meetings be organized as soon
as possible after the launching of the second phase of the Decade in 1984 and
in any event not later than the middle of 1385 for the following subsectors of
transvort and communications:

{a) BRroadcasting:

(k) Postal services;

{c} BAir transvort;

{(d) Railways and rail transport;
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particular attention to the nrogramming, financing and implementation of trans-
port and communicatiorsprojects of the land-locked countries;

7. Supports the decision of the Executive Secretary of the Commission,

to organize an informal round table to be held in Paris from 21 to 24 June 1983
on problems related to the implementation of the Decade programme;

8. Requests the Fxecutive Sccretary of the Cormission to ensure a
better co-ordination and harmonization among the various modes of transport
and communications so as to avoid duplication and comnetition in drawing up
subreqional and regional master nlans for each mode of transport and communica-

tions as well as an integrated master plan for all modes:

enable it to:

(a) Organize the four consultative technical meetincs referred to
in paragraph 5 akove;

{b} Undertake studies on the harmonization and co-ordination of
the various modes of transport and communications;

(c) Prepare, in collaboration with the International Labour
office, a study of manpower needs of all African countries for all modes of
transport and communications;

(d) Draw up a priority programme in transport and communications
for the land-loclked countries;

{e) Oraganize in Januarv 1984 the fourth Conference of Ministers
of Transport, Communications and Planning:

10. Redquests the Fxecutive Secretary of the Commission to ensure the

s i e e e

implementation of the present resolution and to submit regqularly to the
Conference @ report on the implementation of the Decade programme.

& (IV). Problems of freedoms of the air in Africa
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of Transport, Communications and Plarning,
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Recalling resolution CM/Res.890 (¥XXITI) on freedoms of the air adopted

by the Asgembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity at Nairobi in 1381,

Noting that litile nroaress bas heen made in the implementation of these

resolutions by member States,

Convinced that non-implementation of the above-mentioned resolutions has

constituted a major obstacle to the harmonization of air transport schedules
in Africa and, hence. is impeding the development of air transport in Africa,

—— e o L 2o

Transport, Communicaticons and Planning,

1. Urges African States to implement the Above resolution of the Heads
of State and Government of the Orgsnization of African Unity as well as the
various recommcndations avproved bv the Conference of Ministers within the frame—

work of the Decad: programme:

2. Recuests the Ixecutive Secretary of the Commission,in collaboration
with the SeEretarwaeneral of the Orcanization of African Unity, the African
Civil Aviation Commission and the Association of African Airlines, to convene
in 1984 an African confercrce of representatives of African Govexnments and
African airline vompanies to examine ways and means of implementinog the

resolutions on freedoms of the air-

3. Requests the Secretarv-General of the United MNations to make

available to the Fconomic Commission for Africa sufficient financial resources
to enable it to organize this conference.
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Recalling General Assembly resolution 35/66 B of 15 December 1980 pro-
claimiﬁg-Eﬁe 1980s as ches “ndustrial Develonment Decade in Africa, resclution
1 (VI) of November 1981 adonted by the sixth Conference of African Ministers
of Industry, its own resolution 442 (XVII) of 30 April 1992 on the formulation
and implementation of a programme for the Industrial Development Decade in
Africa and resolution 55 {XVI} of 28 May 1382 of the Industrial Development

Board on the Industrial Development Decade in Africa,

Considering that the effective implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action
will, to a large extent, Zenend on the sustained development of industry as a
supplier and user of goods and services and, therefore, on the structural
adjustment in the industrial sector with emphasis on selected strategic core

industries,

programme will reduce the vulnerability of African countries to the deepening
world economic crisis,
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Concerned with the fact that the funds originally earmarked by the United

Nations Development Programme as its minimum contribution towards the implementa-
tion of the Decade obijactives are not likely to be available,

1. Urgently calls upon member States to intensify their individual and

collective efforts to mobilize resources for implementation of the Decade at
the national, subreagional and regional levels;

2. Notes_with appreciation the allocation of $US 1 billion by the
African Development Pank and the promise of future expansion beyond this initial
amount to finance industrial projects in African countries during the periocd

1982-1986;

3. Urges African countries to participate actively in the meetings of
the Governina Council of the United Mations Development Programme with a view
to emphasizing the high vrioritv accorded to industrv by African countries in

the Lagos Plan of Action. 1/

8 (1v)y.  Establishment of an African Monetary Fund

the international financial and monetary crisis, has agqgravated the problems
faced by the African countries as reflected in the mounting external indebted-
ness, balance-of-payments deficits an? the depletion of their external
Yreserves,

Monetary Fund in assisting African countries to overcome their financial
and monetary prohlems and in particular their balance-of-pavments problems
has been very limited and inadeduate to overcome such problems,

gyggg that presently no effective maechanism exists in Africa for
ensuring that sound and regional monetary and financial policies are adopted
to protect the African countries from the adverse effects of the world
monetary crisis and to overcome the nroblems of the multiplicity and
inconvertibility of African currencies as well as the absence or
inadequacy of financial markets,

Government of the Organization of African Unity talen at the Fconomic
Summit held in Lagos, Nigeria, in April 1980 to establish an African
Monetary Fund by 1985 as a means of assisting member States in overcoming
these nroblemns,

1/ A/S.11/14, annex I.
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EQEEES-@EE§-§§55§§EEIiQE the orOGress go far achleved towards the
senior OfflClalS of Wlnlstrlee of Finance and Central Banks held in Addis
Ababa from 4 to 7 October 1982, and the preliminary technical work done
by the co-operating secretariats of the Fconcmic Commission for Africa, the
Orcanization of African Unity, the African Institute for Fconomic Development
and Planning, the African Development Bank and the African Centre for
Monetary Studies, '

Notina further the delay in carryinq out the studies on the establish~

Secretary in recrultlng an African co—ordlnator for such studies,

l. 5995§9}§E§§ the financial supbort provided by the People's
on the establishment of an African Monetary Fund and for the convening of
the meeting of senior officials of Ministries of Finance and Central Banks;

2. Appeals to the PFrlcan Governments to lend their polltlcal and

financial contrlbutlons towards the reallzatlon of this objective;

4. - f_{gggegtg the Execut::,ve ecretary of the United Nations Fconomic
Organization of African Unity and the co-operating African regional institu-
tions to exnedlte the preparation of the feasibility studies and the convening
of the xelated meetings, in line with the schedule of activities recommended
by the above-mentloned meeting of government officials and to report on the
proqress made on the establishment of the African lonetary Fund to the tenth
meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of the Commission to be held

in 1984,
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held in March 1977, in Cairo, Egypt,

Recalling its resolution 301 (XIII) of 28 February 1977 calling for

co-operation between the Fconomic Commission for Africa and the Fconomic
Commission for Western Asia,
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Recalling further its request made in March 198l in Freetown to the
Executive Secretary of the Fconomic Commission for Africa to invite the
secretariat of the Leaque of Aradb States to attend as an observer, meetings

organized by the Foonomic Commission for Africa,

Considering the Amman Stratecvy for Arab States,

self- rellance for relaunchlng South—South dialogue cnd the Caracas programme
on economic cdih-operation among developing countries of May 1981,

and Ooeratlonal Centre concernlng the development oF Afro-Arab co—operatlon
and calling upon the other Multlnatlonal Programming and Operatlonal Centres
to act in the same way,

pursue his efforts to promote interregional co-overation with the Arab world
within the framework of the memorandum of agreement between the Commission

and the Fconomic Commission for Western Asia and in active . collaboration with
the Organization of African Unity and the League of Arab States in the course
of the meetinags of the Standing Commission for Afro-Arab Co—oneratlon and other
Afro~2rab solidarity organizations such as BADEA,

hetween States members of the Fconomic Commission for Africa on the one hand
and those of the Bconomic Commission for Western Asia and the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific on the other hand,

‘Recalling the report of the Joint Meetina of Governmental Fxperts from .
Africa and Latin America on Economic and Technical Co-operation, 1/ held in
Addis Ababa from 1 to 4 June 1982, and the action-oriented proposals in three
priority fields, namely interregional trade, human resources development and
utilization, and science and technolooy for development which the Meeting

agreed to implerment jointlywy,

inter §£E§’ urged the Fxecutive Secretaries of the Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Neoncmic Commission for Africa, in co-operation with
the United Nations Development Progaramme, to take all necessary steps to
ensure the speedy implementation of the recommendations of the !ieeting and,
to that end, to establish an appropriate mechanism for consultation at the
interregional level and also to create or strengthen national focal points

for economic and technical co-operation among developing countries,

1/ ECO/EIC/1/5.
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ﬁevelonment to F1ve uatln Tﬂer:caﬂ cou nt*lt in Octobar 1932 to study the
organization, financing and management of mlneral ragources development
activities, and the visit by the African renresentatives are among the initial
steps taken by the Fxecutive Secretarv of the Economic “ommission for Africa,
in co-operation with the Executive fecretary of the lcoromic Commission for
Latin America with a vicw to implerenting the joint action-oriente? prorosals,

Proaramme. and the Government of the Netherlands in financina economic
and technical co-operation amono developing countries activities and thereby
promoting interreaional co-operation,

technical co-operation among uevcloplno countrles, Ly the inzdecquacy of
resources,

1. Congratulates the Fxecutive Secretaries of the Feoonomic Commission
for Latin %merica and the Fconomic Commission for Africa on having convened
the first Joint Meetina of Governmental Exports from Africa and Latin America

on Feconomic and Technical Co-operation;

2. Recognizes the joint action-oriented proposals as contained in the
report of the méztinq, including those in resolution II annexed to the report,
as constituting the basis for interreqional co-operation between member States
of FCA and ECLA, and urces the two Evecutive secretaries to assist the member

Stoates of thodr rospective racior: fo imnlescont Lhem fulle and poadil-g

3. Commends States members of the Tconomic Commission for Africa
and the Liconomic Commission for Latin America on the steps already taken
to imnlement the action-oricnted proposals in resnmect of mineral resources
development and trade nromoticn, and requests the Executive Secretary of
the Fconomic Commission for Africa, in collahoration with the Fxecutive
Secretary of the Fconomic Commission for Latin America, to intensify tha

efforts in assisting member States in this recard;

4, UEEES the Exccutive Secretarv to continue renderina assistance to

member States in their co-omeration witl* the Feonomic Commission for estern
Asia and the Yeonomic and Social Commiszion for Asia and the Pacific;

5. Requests the Execntive Sfecretary to contribute effectivelv to: the
dynamic development of Afro-Brab co-dperation bv collaborating fully with the
Organization of African Pnity and the Leadue of Aralb States, and by narticipat-
ine in mectincs of the Standing Commission for Afro-Aral Co=-operation, and to
assist svecialist bhodics deali ino with Afro-frab co-oneratior in implementing

concrete projects and rrogrammes for qtrenﬁthenlnc Afro-kral> co-oneration;
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5. Calles upon the Pxecutive Secretary to continue to assist member

States in conducting rultilateral negotiations on the Global System of Trade
Preferences and related economic matters withir the framework of economic and
technical co-operation among developing countries as aareﬂd at meetings of

the Group of 77 in Caracas and elsewhere:

7. Commends the United ¥ations Development Programve and the Government
of the rctherlande for their supoort te the Commission's interregional techenical
and economic co-operation activities, and @p@gg}g to them, and to other funding

agencies which have not wvat done so, to render aenerous support to the Commis-
sion's interreaicnazl econcmic and technical co-overation »rogramme;

& Recuests the Executive Sscretary to report to the nineteenth session
of the Commission on progress vpade in the implementation of this rasolution.

19 (IV). P2frican statistical services

Dlannlng,aimlnlstratlon and analV51s in the cnntexh of the Lagoa ?lan of Actlon 1/
which sims te promote African develomment throuch collective self-reliance,

Pecoqn171nh that the affsctive orcanization of these activities reouires

adecuate auantltahlve information at the national, sultregional and regional levels,

Noting that many African statistical services are not yet able to supply
this information in a =matisfactory and timelv manner because of significant inter-
related constraints whichk include low data demand for non-technical planning,
statistical brain drain, management weaknesses, data procesgina difficulties
and failure to regard data aprplications as a principal quide in orcganizing data

coliection, processing and analysis,

Further noting that there is still a lack of co-ordinmation in external

assistance to statistics and international recommendations inthis field do not
adecquately cover data anzlysis and arplications,

1. Urges Governments of the region to:

(a} Accord higher vnriority aenerallyv to the improvement and strengthen-
ing of their statistical =ervices so-as to provide data which will assist in
assessing current econemic and szocial nroblems and in accelerating development;

(b} Icdentify data 2oplications as a basis €for deternlnlnq priorities
for data collection and analysis in each subicct fields

(¢} Utilize fully available trainino facilities to provide staff for
statistical services and ensure that these services are efficientlw managed;

%/ A/8-11/14, annex T.
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(d) Take steps to overcome existing data processing difficulties
through the vprovision of adequate ecuipment and by ensuring that statistical
personnel play a more direct and active role in computerized data processing;

(e} Make increasinog use of national statistics co-ordinating organs
for the planning and co-ordination of activities and for the preparation of
realistic and integrated statistical development programmes, which should be
incorporated in national development plans as recommended by the Lagos Plan of
Action;

{f) wWithin the context of their development programmes, ensure that
statistical services prepare annual work programmes for issuing regular -publica-
tions and reports on survevs, etc. and for conducting other activities in a
timely manner; '

‘ {g) Fncourage both central planning agencies and those dealing with
particular subject fields to adopt a more technical and analytical approach to
plan preparation, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and review;

2. Recommends that the United Nations and its specialized agencies should:

(2) Continue existinag efforts to co-ordinate technical co-opéeration:
in all aspects of cuantitative information;

) (b) Fxtend international statistical recommendations to include
guidelines on data analysis and apnlications;

3. Appeals to inter-governmental agencies, multilateral and bllateral _

organlzatlons to:

{a) Continue to assist in strengthening the operation of statistical
infrastructure in the region;

(b) Support activities desioned to improve the utilization of”
statistical data for development:;

4. - Reguests the Fxecutive Secretarv of the Commission to take all
necessary steps to assist the improvement of African statistics along the ‘lines
indicated above.

11 (IV). Derspect1ve stuﬂles in Afrlcan countrles

The Conference of MlnlsteIS;

Recalling the Monrovia Strategy for the 2frican Region in the Intermational
Development Strategy for the third United Nations Development Decade adopted in
resolution CM/Res.722 (XXXIII) by the Council of Ministers of the Organization

of Afrigcan Unity on 18 Julvy 1979,
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Fecalling the Lagos Plan of Action 1/ for the implementation of the

IR pp————

Monrovia Strategy, adopted by the Second Extraordinary Summit of Heads of
State and Government of the Organization of 2frican Unity on 29 April 1980,
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native wavs of implementing the Lagos Plan of Action,

Taking note of the report of the Commission secretariat on a preliminary

of critical areas such as population and human resources, food, energy,
industry, transport and external trade and finance,

o =

: (a) circulate the study widely to African Governments, univer-
sities and research institutions with a view to stimulating initiative and
actions for the efficient implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action in
African countries;

(b} provide, on recuest, technical assistance to governments in
devising tools for nerspective studies on their respective conomics;

(c) update the study, every five years, to serve as a tool for
assessing the degree of implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action in the
African Reagion;

(d) include the study in the agenda of the third session of the
Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers;

3. Calls upon member States to examine critically the study with

o et

a view to identifying areas of interest to them and taking avpropriate
action for perspective studies on their economies.

"1/ A/S-11/12, annex I.
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economic negotiations adopted by the African Heads of State and Government. as
contained in annex III to the Lagos Plan of Action,l/

negotiations conducted within the framework of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade,
the successor agreement to Lome II: and the Code of Conduct on Transnational
Corperations are likely to have a deep and far-reaching impact on Africa's
socio~economic development prospects,

Aware that it is in Africa's own interest to participate fully and

effectively in these and other on-aoing negotiatioms,

Noting with disappointment the results of the Meeting of the Ministers
of External Trade of the General Agreement on Tariffe and Trade held in Geneva
in November 1982 and the failure of such negotiaticons to take full cognizance
of the development problems facing the African countries, the problems
experienced in the implementation of the Lome II agreement, and in' the

negotiations on the Code of Conduct on Transnational Corporations;-

1. Takes _note with satisfaction of the adoption of a common African
Nations Conference on Trade and Development. as reflected in the “"Memorandum
of Libreville” and of the'harmonizatioh of positions of developing countries
on these issues that was arrived at the fifth Ministerial Conference of the
Group of 77 held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 5 to 9 April 1983;

2. Urges the African Group members of the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade to effectlvely follow~up on the issues that were unresolved at the
recent Meeting of Ministers of External Trade of the Agreement within the
framework of the permanent machinery of the Agreement to safeguard their
interest in these negotiations;

3. Qgpgalg to all member States of the Commission to participate fully
and effect1vél§ in all international economic negotiations and in particular
the sixth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
and to ensure that they harmonize their positions and that where possible there
is continuity in the individuals represent:ng African countries in each set of

negotiations:;

1/ a/s5-11/14, annex III.
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4. Requassts the Executive Secretary of the United Wations Economic
Commission for Africa in collaboration with the Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity, to continue to provide technical, logistic and
advisory support to the African Groups participating in such negotiations;

5. <Calls upon the Ministerial Follow-up Committee on International Trade
and Fipance for African Development to assess the outcome of the above-mentioned
negotiations, on the basis of studies to be done by the eecretarlat of the

commission and the Organization of African Unity;

6. Requests the Executlve Secretary of the Commission to make available

to the Conference of Ministers, at its tenth session, the results of such an
asgsessment. :

Recalling its resolutions 360 (XIV), 361 (XIV) and 362 (XIV) of 27 March
19792, 407 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 and 447 (XVII} of 30 April 1982 on the
1mp1ementat10n of programmes and moblllzatlon of resources for the advancement

of women in Africa,

and resclution 35/136 of 11 December 1980,

Conscious that the Lagos Plan of Actionl/ not only places importance on
human resource development and utilization but also calls for speciallaction to
promote the technical, social, economic, cultural and political advancement of
women , ‘

A

and suffered from an imbalance of opportunltles for the development and aopllcan
tion of their laten capabilities as well as soclal attitudes, '

national, subreg10na1 and regional levels had been hampered by serious constraints
in human and financial resources,

s L e T A T ke o e

Co—ordlnatlng Committee for the Integratlon of Women in Development ‘held at
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 11 to 13 April 1983,2/

1/ A/5-11/14, annex 1.
2/ E/ECA/TPCW.4/8.
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1. Endorses the report and recommendations of the fourth meeting of the

Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee;

2. Urges member States and national machineries for the integration of
women in development to take necessary steps to assess the contribution of
women to national development and to meet their needs effectively through
national policies, legislations and development programmes;

3. Calls upon member States to ensure greater and more effective

participation of women in the decision-making process at the national,
subregional and regional levels;

4. ggllg_gggg African governments, national machineries for the integra-
development agencies to intensify their efforts to train women and girls in all
socio-economic fields;

5. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the Commission to submit document
ATRCW/ARCC/83/WD.8 on the Institutional Framework governing relations between
the various organs established to promote the Integration of Women in Develop-
ment to the member States for their views and comments which should be
incorporated in a revised version of the document to be submitted to the next

meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee;

6. Appeals to member States to contribute adequate human, material and
financial resources for the strengthening of the national machineries for the
integration of women in development to enable them to discharge their
responsibilities effectively;

and regional women's programmes and to accord special privilege to projects
concerning women at the Silver Jubilee (Fourth) Pledging Conference for the
United Wations Trust Fund for the African bDevelopment;

8. Calls upon the secretariats of the Commission and the Organization of
African Unity, the Bureau of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee and the
Pan-African Women's Qrganization to collaborate closely in the preparation of
the third Regional Conference for the Integration of Women in Development in
1984 which should define Africa's position at the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace due to be held in

Nairobi, Kenya, in 1985;

9. Urges member States to give their fullest support to the above-

[ —— .
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drought,

Aware that drought, which had affected the Sahel region in the 1970s is
now seriously affecting 34 African countries, 24 of which are among the least
developed and some of which are located outside the Sudano-Sahelian region and

the Kalahari desert region,

Realizing that drought is now a chronic, natural phenomenon whose causes,

frequency, trends are currently difficult to control and must be studied
scientifically, :

Conscious of the linear relationship between drought, desertification and

Deeply concerned about the worsening climatic situation and dire effects

A T . L i — o s o

of recurring drought, erosion and famine on the peoples of Africa and on the

1.r.g£ggg§}g_g§qgg§§§ the Executive Secretary of the Commission to
organize special scientific round table to which all member States of the
Commission would be invited. The round table would consist of naticnals from
the invited countries as well as international experts on climate, land, water
and soil resources, ecology and the environment, on the problems of the
climatic situation in Africa with a view to examining the causes, periodicity,
trends and effects of drought on the African economy and to proposing measures
that can be taken in the short-, medium~ and long-terms to deal with the

problem;

2. Appeals to the relevant United Nations organs, organizations and
bodies such as the World Meteoroglogical Organization, the United MNations
Environment Programme, United Wations Fducational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office, the Food and
Agriculture Organization, the United liations Development Programme, the
Organization of African Unity and other relevant inter-governmental and non- -
governmental organizations to collaborate actively with the Economic Commission

for Africa in this urgent task;

3. Calls upon Governments to give high priority, through both financial
and manpower allocation, to the problem of understanding climatic variability
in their countries in order to facilitate advance planning for drought, erosion,

famine and its related effects;:
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5. gggghg;_gggggggg the Executive Secretary of the Commission to submit
a report on the outcome of the scientific round table on the climatic situation
in Africd to the nineteenth session of the Commission/tenth Conference of

Ministers.

6. §§;§§_EEQE the 1nternat10nal communlty;bllateral and multllateral
by drought and desertlflcatlon and to the 1nstltutlons engaged 1n combatlng
these phenomena .

15 (IV). Strengthenlnq of African capabilities
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committee on environmental matters ‘Jointly with human settlements,

Further recalllng its resolutlon 498 (XVI) of 10 Aprll 1981 which
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and 33/202 of 29 January 1979,

Aware_that the Lagos Plan of Action for the implementation of the

Monrovia Stratzgy for the Economic Development of Africal/ providcs inter

§1}§ priority areas of environmental concern for the African region which
has been supported by decision GC.2/12 of 26 May 1981 of the Governing
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme, on priorities for

serious enviremmental problems in developing countries.

geg&gg General Assembly resolutions 36/122 of 17 December 1981 and

37/217 of 20 Decenber 1982 on lnternatlonal co—operatlon in the field of
the environment,

EEEED@E-E?EEQS the catalystic role and mandate of the United Nations

Environment Programme in its decision GC. 10/26 of 31 May 1982, for raising,
inter alia, additional resources to the Environment Fund to assist developing

e e e e . S e i ot

1/ B/$-11/14. annex 1.
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countries in dealing with serious environmental problems and while recognizing
the arrangements being made for the regional presence of the United Nations
Environment Programme by its Governing Council decision GC.10/2 of 31 May 1982
to strengthen environmental capabilities, especially in the African region,
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governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and the first meeting
of the Joint Inter-governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and
Environment,2/

1. Takes_note of the report of the third meeting of the Inter-
governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and first meeting of the
Joint Inter-~governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and
Environment and resolutions 1(1), 2(1) and 3{(1) on the strengthening of
environment co-ordination capabilities at the Economic Commission for Africa,
in the African region, and environmental education and training in Africa

respectively;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, to continue
to strengthen the environmental capabilities of the Fconomic Commission for
Africa within the framework of the regional presence of the United Nations
Environment Programme, for the planning, co-ordination and implementation of
inter~governmental activities dealing with serious environmental problems
such as drought, desertification and erosion in the continent when the present

project ends for the 1982-1283 biennium;

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary to co-operate with the
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to implement
the latter's decision GC.10/25A to promote environmental education and
training in Africa for manpower development on environmental matters, taking
into account the findings of the meeting of experts from Governments and the
scientific community in Africa, the existing national training institutions
in the region offering envirommental courses to strengthen them where
appropriate, and the activities of the International Labour Organisation and
other Tnited Nations organizations in environmental education and training

in the region;

i i b e e e

(a) Strengthen their national environmental capabilities to cope with
the assessment of natural resources exploitation and pollution control during
rapid industrialization of the Industrial Development Decade by incorporating

P S I —

2/ E/ECA/HUS/ENV.1 of 20 July 1982.
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environmental considerations into national development planuing, reviewing the
terms of reference of various licensing boards and corporations for exploiting
natural resources, setting up national standards boards for an industrial

code as well as heelth criteria for industrial workers, establishing supporting
analytical labeoratory facilities and strengthening the legal znd legislative
machinery for implementing environmental policies into environmental laws and
regulations with the infrastructural support for effective law enforcement;

(b} Organize intensive human rescurces develeopment programme to train
the scientists. technicians, planners, vpolicy-makers, industrial managers in
environmental assessment and management technigues, needec for the industrial
development dacade:

{c} Endeavour tc plough back some of the profits of economic growth to
provide national services for meeting basic human needs espacially through
programme for mass enducation, primary health care and nutrition, in order to
improve the quality of life of mass of the Afriscan population and provide the
work force needed for sustainable economic development:

5. Calls upon the international community and financial institutions
as well as the competent United MNations organizations, organs and bodies to
respond positively to the African initiative on environment and development
by providing the necessary funds, trained manpower and techrological evpertise;

6. Reguests the Executive Secretary tc report to the second meeting

of the Joint Inter-govermmental Regiconal Committee on Human Settlements and
Environment on the matter. '

16 (IV). Human_settlements

The Conference of Ministers,

of the Inter-govermmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and 358 (XIV)
of 27 March 1979 on instituticnal arrangements fer human settlements,

‘to include environmental matters,

Further recalling resolution 8 {1V} of the fourth Conference of African

Ministers of Industry dated 2¢ November 1977,
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§§Yi§9-&§§§i§&é the reportl/ of‘the third meeting ©f the Inter-goverhmental
governmental Reglonal Commlttee on Human Settlements and Environment held at
Addis Ababa from 28 June to 2 July 1982 and the resolutions adopted at that
meeting,

1983, which would serlously affuct the continuation of ongoing 3Cthltl€a and
the implementation of projects planned in the framework of the Programme with
the result that the objective of self-sufficiency in this sector by the year
2000 would hardly be achieved,

1. Endorsas the report and resolutions adopted at thé third meeting of
the Inter-governmental Regional Cormittee on Human Settlements and first meeting
of the Joint Inter-governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and
Environment;

2. égggggg: the empha51s on physical plannlng, housing flnanc1ng mechanlsms
the development of a reglonal human settlements policy and programme in pursuance
of the objectives and strategies of the Monrovia Declaration2/ and the Lagos
Plan of Action,3/

3. Urges member States to take stems to implement the specific actions
defined in the resoluticns adopted by the Joint Inter-governmental Regional
Cormittee on Human Settlements and Environment;

4, gglls apon thn Comm1551on on Human uettlements to assis t the Joint
the 1mplementatlon of th- reqlonal humau sattlemgntc leOthlLS qeclded by the
said Committee:

5. Reguests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary steps, in
consultation with member Statds, the United Nations Development Programme,
other United Nations and international organizations, to ensure the speedy.
and successful implementation of the above-mentioned resolutions, and
particularly the continuation of the building materials and construction
industries development programme far beyond its present termiration date
until the objective of sclf-sufficiency in building materials and construction
industries enshrined in the Lagos Plan of Action is achieved;

1/ &/ECA/HUS/ENV.1.
g/ Conference of Ministers resolution 332 (XIV).

3/ A/8-1il1/14, annex 1.
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6, Inv1tes member States to take measures aimed at strengthening regional
co~operatlon “for the implementation of the resolutions adopted by the Joint
Inter~governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment,

17 (1Iv), Development of cartographic services in Africa

- . e e ————— S i T4 o e —

in the member States as the services required of them constitute the bedrock
for the exploration and invetorying of their national resources,

e

accurate and rapid fixation of control p01nts which are basic to the preparation
of maps and charts and which in turn are the prerequisites for effectlve
planning and execution of development projects,

Bearlnq in mind that United Nations regidnal cartographic'COnferences for

development of cartographic capabll;tles as well as_for_fa¢111tat1ng the exchange
of experience including assisting the Economic Commission for Africa in the
formulation of its programme of work,

1. Endorses the report of the fifth Unitea Nations Regional Cartographic

and Social Council to establish systematic and =ffective collaboration with the
Economic Commission for Africa in order to provide budgetary backstopping in the
organization of future regional cartographic conferences;

i/ E/ECR/TPCVW.4/6
2/ Conference of Ministers resolution 332 (XIV),

3/ a/5-11/14, annex I.
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3. Invites member States which are yet to render their full support to

‘the regional centres for cartography and remote sensing to do so, thereby
justifying their faith in technical co-operation among African countries:

4. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to:

(a) Collaborate with the African Association of Cartography to undertake
an assessment of the training requirements of each member State in the various
fields in cartography as recommended in resclution 6 (V) of the fifth United
Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Africa;

- (b) Publish a directory of cartographic training centres in Africa which
would form a basis for possible regionalization of certain national cartographic
centres;

- .5... Urges member States to glve moral, political and material support to
the African Doppler Survey proiect and to make available all relevant data at
their disposal for the establishment of regicnal and subregional African

geodetic data banks;

6. Reguests the Executive Secretary to encourage member States and
interested bodies to give financial support to the Regional Centre for Services
in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensxng for the execution of the Afrlcan
Doppler Survey project;

7. Endorses resolution 13 (V) of the fifth United Nations Regional

Cartography in Afrlca

8. Further requests the Executive Secretary to convene during 1983 a
meeting of all regional and subregional organizations in ‘Africa with
responsibility for surveying, Mapping and remote sensing matters with a view

to harmonizing their structure to ensure their viability and effectiveness.

13 (IV). Evaluatlon and harmonlzatlon ‘of the activities of african

e o 2 s o o o e e o e i A At

attach to the role of African inter-governmental institutions in the implementa-
tion of the Plan and the Act,

e o et

1/ A/S-11/14, annexes I and II.
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and other problems which constrain them from pursulng effectively the goals and
objectives for which they were established,

Convinced that the harmonization and/or integration of these institutions

could be more beneficial to African countries and better enable the commission
to lend to the institutions its effective support,

Having examined the document prepared by the Federal Republic of Higeria

on the subject I7 and the associated recommendations prepared by the Technical
Preparatory Cormittee of the Whole at its fourth session, 2/

1. Thanks the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria for its

initiative;

2. 999&?92 to Lstablish an 59_999 committﬁe conaisting of ten memboer
egquitable gooqraphlcal representation, assxstcd by the Executive Secretary
of the Commission, the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity
and the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme to undertake
an assessment of the objectives and operations of the various existing multi-
national institutions established under the aegis of the Commission and the
Organization of African Unity with a view to making proposals as to their
continued relevance and affectiveness and to advise on ways and means by which
the activities may be better rationalized. co-ordinated, harmonized and/or
integrated in accordance with operative paragraph 4 of its resolution 390 (XV)
of 12 April 1980 and the instruction of the Heads of State and Government as
contained in paragraph 264 (i) of the Lagos Plan of Action;:

3. Reguests the Ad Hoc Committee to submit its report to the nineteenth

session of the Commission and tenth mbetlng of the Conference of Ministers:

4. Requests the Executive Secretary and the Secretary-General of OAU

5. Requests the Executive Sccretary and the Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity to ensure that no new multinational institutions
should be created unless their creation has been thoroughly examined and
after the possibilitics offered by national institutions, or existing

maltinational ones, have first been fally considered.

1/ E/ECA/TPCW.4/7
2/ E/ECA/CM.9/... .
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marine science, technology and ocean services infrastructurcs adopted by
the Third Conference on the Law of the Sea at its 18lst meeting on 30 April 1982.

e -

convention on the Law of the Sea, to individually and collectively move
expeditiously inmaking provisions for the development, management and
. .conservation of their resources of the sea, ’

and a programme budget for the biennia 1982-1983 and 1984-1985 designed to
undertake activities to assist member States in this regard,

1. Strongly urges member States to give high priority, individually and

collectively, to the development, management and conservation of their resources
of the sea;

_ 2. Reguests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
in co-operation with the Secretary-General of the Organization of African

Unity, the relevant organizations of the United Nations system and other
governmental and non-governmental organizations to assist member States. in

this regard;

3. §E§§h§5‘5§gggggg the Executive Secretary of the Commission to similarly

_assist'member States in the implementation of provisions of the Convention on the
Law of Sea relating to land-locked States;

4, Appeals to the 38th session of General Assembly of the United Nations to
provide the Commission with all the financial and human resourccs needed with
effect from January 1984 to enable the Commission to fully discharge its
responsibilities as they relate to the resources of the sea programme during

the medium-term plan period 1984-1989 and beyond.
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10 April 1981 on the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres,
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Recalling further resolution 450 (XVII) of 30 April 1982,

i v v i ke S " St o " —

Deveiopment Programme to continug to render financial support to the operational
activities of the Centres during the 1982-1986 programming cycle;

3. Urges member States to continue to pledge generously to the United
Nations Trust Fund for African Development, earmarking part of their
contributions for support to the Centres and to second staff -at their own
costs to the Centres on a short-term basis wherever feasible for the

implementation of specific projects;

4., Urges the Executive Sccretary to intensify his efforts to secure
financial resources for operational activities of the Centres from other
United Nations organizations and organs as well as from multinational and

bilateral donors;

5. Further urges the Executive Secretary to speed up the implementation

of resolution 335 (XIV) on the decentralization of the Commission staff from
its headguarters to the Centres.
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1981/1982 1/ as well as the report on resources required for the biennium
1984-1985, 2/

- e Sy e e e e o

of pledged contributions,

Taking note of the results of the fourth Biennial Pledging Conference, 3

T o g s

and réaffixming its support for the United Hations Trust Fund for African
Development,

e A s

1/ E/ECA/CM.9/17 and summary.
2/ E/ECA/CM.9/16 and summary.
3/ E/ECA/CM.9/...
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2. Appeals to those member Stataes, African financial institutions and
non-African Governments and financial institutions which have not contributed
.to the Fund to do so as soon as possible in order to provide the full measurc
of resources needed for the implementation of the high-priority work programmc

adopted by the Commission within the framework of the lLagos Plan of Action; 1/

3. Appeals further to all contributors to the Fund to make prompt

payment of their unpaid pledged contributions in order to ensure the
implementation of the priority projects of the Commission:

4. Urges the Executive Secretary to continue to keep member States
informed of the utilization of the resourcas of the Fund. -

22 (IV). Activities of thé secrctariat
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promote intra-African co-operation and cconomic integration and to Africanize
the secretariat staff,

o

Nations and African delegations, who have encouraged the United Nations General
Assembly to give all the necessary favourable consideration to requests for
financial resources to implement the Commission's priority programmes,

1. Takes_the opportunity, on the occasion of the Commission's Silver
Jubilee anniversary, to congratulate the Executive Secretary and his colleaques,
to express its confidence in the dedicated work being undertaken, ant to urge
them to continue their efforts in the service of Africa and the international

community;

e
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E/ A/S~11/14, annex I.
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3. Expresses its appreciation to the African Group and the Group of 77

at the United Nations for their support for the Commission during United Nations
General Assembly scssions:

4. Requests the Chairman of the 18th session of the Commission and
ninth Meeting of the Conference of Ministers to transmit this resolution to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Permanent Representatives to

the United Wations of mcmber States of the Commission.

Deeply appreciative of the generous and genuinely African hospitality

offered by the Government and people of Socialist Ethiopia throughout the series
of conferences held in the beautiful and historic city of Addis Ababa,

9§QE£X_§BE£EEi§§iYE also of the facilities and services made available to

the Economic Commission for Africa over the past twenty-five years, for all
the meetings it has organized,

Aware of the fact that the services provided by the Government of Socialist
Ethiopia for the holding of all the meetings in Addis Ababa provide a unique
opportunity for the representatives of States members of the Commission and
other organizations to exchange views on various aspects of Africa's economic
and social situation and proposed measures to expedite Africa's development

within the framework of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos, -

1. Expresses its deepest gratitude to the Government and people of

Ethiopia fag_Eﬁéi;-ﬁagﬁ_ESEEEEQIIE§-555-for the facilities and services that
they so generously made available to the meetings and those who participated

in them;

2, Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to transmit this

resolution to the Government of Socialist Ethiopia.
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