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A, ORCARIZATION ARD ATTEMDAMCE

1. The Conference of African Ministers of Trade preraratory to the sixth
session of the United Mations Conference on Trade and Pevelopment (UHCTAD V1)
was held in Libreville, fabon, from ?t to 2{ February 1953, The Conference,

.. which was ptreceded by an Extraordinary Intergovernmental Expert Group Meeting,

- was formally: opened by His Excellency Leon M'Ba, Prime Minister of the Pepublrc
-of Gabon, -

2..; The Conference Was: attended by renresantatlves of the followtna countrnes
fAlgeria, Angola, Benin, Burundi, the Central African Republic; Chad, the Comoros,
Congo; the Eqypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia,: Cabon, the Cambia, Ghana, Guinea,
the lvory Coast, Kenva, Liberia; the Libyan Arab: Jamahlrrya, Madacascar, - -
Hauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Migeria, the Miger, Rwanda,
Senegal;: Somalia; -the Sudan, the United Republic of Cameroon; the United.
.;Republlc of.-Tanzanka,: the Toao, Tuntsua, Upper Volta, Zaire- and Zlmbabwe.

3.~ The following organlzatnons were represented as observers Hnated:
Nattons Conference on Trade and Development (UMNCTAD), Association:of :African
Trade-Promotion: Oraanszatlons (AATPO), African Caritbean and Pacific Group
(AEP); International Trade Centre (ITC) Central African Customs-and Economic
Union (UDEAC), African:Centre for Monetary Studies (ACMS}, African Maritime
and Shippers Ordan|zat|on (PNCF) and Afrscan Development Bank (ADB)

4; The Conference decnded to.retain the bureau whlch ‘wWas elected at the
sevehth_se55|on of the Eonference of African Ministers:of Trade. :Since the
third: Vice-Chairman (Swaziland)} and the Rapporteur. {Uganda) were. abSent,
the. meetlna elected anbabwe and Kenya to: flil the respectlve posattons

t

L .-;-The follow:nq offlcers were: therefore elected
. thalrmen I-. - Gabon-
First V:ce-Chalrman = Algeria
Second Vice-Chairman - Liberia
Third Vice~Chairman. .~  Zimbabwe °
Rapporteur i = Kenya
- B.  AGEMLCA .
6. The following agenda vas adopted:

« - Bpening ceremonies
Election of officers :
Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
. - Lonslderation and adoption-of the report of the Fxtraordinary -
+ Expert .Group Meeting Precedina the Conference of erfcan Mxnusters
Preparatory to the sixth session of UMCTAD DR
Any other business
Closure of the Conference

R
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C. ACCOUMT NF PROCEEDNINES

7.  In: hls opening: address, Fis Exceilency Leon M! ﬁa the Prsme Nlnlster of

~the Republic of hfabon welcomed participants, indicating that his country was

honoured to host the Conference of African NMinisters of Trade preparatory to
UNCTAD Vi. In that respect, he thanked the CGovernments, the {rganization of

- African -Unity (0AU) and the United ¥ations Economic Commission for Africa (FCA)
~ for having accepted the Gabonese offer to host the Conference durine which

Ministers would map out a common African position before the Croup of 77
meetung in Buenos ﬂ:res and HPCTAP V! in Eelqrade. e :

3. ~He under}fned the |mportance of the African nreparatory Conference
particularly in view of: theé current distortions in the world economic system,
the lack of rational oroanization of international markets, the unequal trade
practices imposed by the minority: on the majority, world-wide inflation,

~ fluctuating exchange rates and unemployment-as well as protectionism. -He

calied on the Ministers to address themselves to- these issues for the benefit
of the most disadvantaced natlions in order to work out equutable selutions for

- the: creatton of the héw 1nternat|onal economrc order.

. in spite of the fact that Africa was endowed wath vast naturai resources,
the paradox remainedithat Africa had:2& least developed countries precisely

-because the continent had been subjected to exploitation by external forces,

In seeking possible solutions, it was therefore:necessary to take stock of
existing national, subrecional and reaional opportunities for acricultural

and industrial development with a view to ensuring self-sufficiency in food.

As for commodities, appropriate steps which should be taken as a matter of
uraency, included the conclusion of commodity acreements under the Intearated
Programme for Commodities (IPC) as well as signing and ratlfylnq the Common fund
Agreement. ’ :

10. The Prime Minister underlined the relevance of the duidelines enshrined

in the Lagos Plan of Action for subregional and regional c¢o-operation, the Arusha
Programme for Collective Self-Reliance and the intensification of intra-African
trade. MHe referred to the Algiers Charter of ton-fligned Countries as Africa's
main guideline in order to get access to industrialized countries' markets for
manufactured and semi-manufactured products. In that resnect, solutions to
tariff and non-tariff barriers should be found.

1. With recard to the transfer of technology, he uraed that there was need
to find appropriate links between external inputs and local resources and
entrepreneurial |n|t|at|ves in order to enhance develonment

12, - -Finally the Prime Ulnlster recalled that after the failure by CAMCUM
and the-recent GATT Ministerial meeting, it vias clearly important for Africa
to firmly defend its interests in international neaotiations.
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13.  In his speech, Mr. Fdem Kodjo, Secretary-feneral of the Croanization of
African Unity, reminded the Conference of African Ministers that the world
economic situation was ¢loemier now than it had bheen in 197% when UHCTAD V
was held. He warned that the recession of the world’ economy was denenerating
into a. state of depression not experienced since 192%. 0On the upsurge of new
and old forms of protectionism, he reminded the Conferehce that Africa was
hardest hit as it was still plagued by the consecuences of the oil shock,
~inflation, stagnation of crowth rates, malnutrition, unemployment, deterioratinn
terms of trade and balance-of payments disequilibria.

14.. . He noted that achievements since UNCTAD V within the context of the
North-South Diaiogue had ‘beer necligible. In that conhexion, he recalled
- the disillusionment and frustration of the developing countries at meetings of
Cancun, Helsinki and Tokyo, held on commodity issues and the reform of the
1nternat|onai monetary system with a view to creating a new international
economic order. That dispair had been compounded by the fact that even some
African countries had refuced to sian and ratify the fommon Fund Pgreement.

15 .. On Africa's endeavours to create the new international ecenomic order
so that the continent could become a master of its own destlny, he reminded
the African Ministérs of the development strateqy spelt out in the Lagos Plan
‘of Action and the Final Act of Lagos for establishing their course of
. action, priority proqrammes and support measures and Formulatinq their
“negotlat!ng pOSItIOﬂS in UMCTAD Vl negotiations.

163 . Furthermbre on the issues to press for at the UNFTPD VI neqotlatlons,
the Conference should establish an interim emergency programme to increase the
availtability of real resources, taking into account the dimensions of the
financial 1iquidity problem and structural adjustment needs facing African
countries. He urged that Africa should fight for measures to ensure improved
terms of trade, the development of indigenous ffrican techno]oqy, and

- assistance for econcmic co-operation among develop:nq countrles.

17, Finally, the Secretary General cal]ed for the setting up of an African
negotiating team which would speak on Africa's behalf for contact purposes
during the Buenos Aires ancd Belqgrade meetines,

15. Mr. Ffdebayo Adedeji, Fxecutive Secretary of the United Mations Economic
Commission for Africa, welcomed the Ministers and other participants to
Libreville and thanked the Chairman of the Conference and throuch him the
President and the people of Gabon Republrc for the facilities and hospitality
‘extended to all participants.

1@, In hls analysis of Africa's economic situation since UNCTAD M, he
pointed out that all indications were that it had been and. st:ll continued
to be bleak. Africa, he reminded the Conference, remained commltted to the
Lagos Plan of Action as the benchmark for the forthcoming neqotuattons in
Buenos Aires and ultrmateiy in Belgrade
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20. He also stressed the desirability of reviewing and decidina on matters
relating to negotiating techniques and tactics. He stressed the need for
shifting issues and separating primary from secondary cobjectives so as to
focus clearly on the basic targets during the forthcoming negotiations,

There should also be a clear understanding that Africa had a strong

barganing position which could be exploited to advantaqe in determining

its strategy and tradeoffs. S - S

21, To achieve the best negotiation strategy it would be useful at the
present stage to select two African spokesmen for each agenda item to serve

for both Buenos Aires and Belgrade; such spokesmen should report to the African
Group periodically to ensure the necessary dialooue and consultations.

22, Stressing the disappointing results achieved since UMCTAR \f, apart from
the conclusion of the Common Fund Agreement, the Executive Secretary pointed
out that there had been little that was worthwhile in terms of developments

in the economic field. On the African continent, however, and in line with
the Lagos Plan of Action in the field of economic co-operation, there were
some positive developments. In that respect he singled out the Treaty
establishing the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African
States (PTA) which had been signed in December 1981 in Lusaka, Zambia, with
the protocols relating to co-operation in other fields, such as aagriculture,
industry, etc. Me also recalled another Declaration of Libreville which had
been signed by 11 Heads of States and Governments in December 1921 aimed at
creating the Central African Fconomic Community. These developments be
emphasized, are complementary to the measures sought at the international level
such as the forthcoming UMCTAD VI and are essential for improving the socio-
economic situation of Africa. I

23. In his statement, Mr. Camani Correa, Secretary General of United Mations
Conference on Trade and Development (UMCTAD), underscored the worsening
international economic situation and the conseguences of the recession in

the industrialized countries for the world and indicated that UMCTAD VI

was being .convened at a time when the economic crisis was afflicting both
deveioped and developing countries. Thus, within this context, the main and
immediate task at UMCTAD VI should stress development and recovery, in

addition to the identification and proposals for cuidelines and orientation
with respect to longer-term global economic issues for the 1930s and beyond.

24, Although failures in the economies of industrialized countries had been

a major cause of the problems experienced by developine countries, an upturn

in the former's internal economic activities would not suffice to revitalize

or accelerate the development of the world economy as a whole. It was essential
that the complementary role of developing countries ‘be increasingly felt on the
world economic scene. As important markets, major sources of essential
materials and even finance for the industrialized countries, the developing
countries were an integral part of the world economy and any world programme for
recovery should include, as a major dimension, measures to reactivate or
accelerate the process of development in the latter.
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25, "hile expandinz at ler~th on the elements of a new programme

of action, the Secretary Feneral ~f L:CTAD felt that in the immediate context
and during the forthicoming UVCT T VI nerotiatiors, action had to be taken in
three narticular areas. The first was the urcert need of the developine
countries for finance to cone with their difficult halance-of- payments
situations and to sustain the minimum lTevel of immorts needed for develepment.
Towards that end, not oniy should ruotes of the International lionetary Fund
and the resources of tie 'orid 2enk and reaionzl banks be increased but also
$Ois should be reactivated as a2 mzens of makine resources availakle relatively
quickly to countries in need. lie called for dourline of aid to the least
developed countries by the year i 5. The sccond arez was the collanse of
commodity nrices whicin hard affacted African countries narticularly seriously.
fie pronosed interim action to brine. strencth and stability. to commodity markets
but stresses the role the ratification of the Common Fune aoreement mustinlay.
The third ares was international trade and the growth of arotecttonism,

which had been consider=d in “ovemher 1772 hy the NATT ministerial meetinag.

In that area, he called for.a Linding commitment to nut 2.ston to the:
proliferation of nrotec:sonlsm, and in particular, to dismantle barriers
which were impeding especially the flow of exnorts from developino.‘countries.

2%, Finally, he called uoon GRU and FCM to strenothon coc-onerative

arrangements emong Sfrican developing countries as. stinulated in the Fipal
fet of Lacos.

RECIS|INIS OF THE (O rﬂr“ri

27. it the enc of the {onference, the 'inisters acopted the following decisions:

(a} Libreville Wemorandu on Trade and Levelopment' which outlined
specifically. "irica’s nositicn durino the forthcoming negcotiations
meetings of the froun of 77 in Ruenos fires and UNCTAD VI -
in Celurade.  The lergv11Je Femorendum vas in two marts.  Fart |

~censistuted the Teclaration end Part |l consisted of nolicy Fssues -
and pronosals relating to iter " to 13 of the nrovisional arcenda
for URCTAT L, : : = - o

(b} The Conference reviewed the role ~f economic co-operation amons
developing countries {7COC) as an immortsnt asnect of collactive
sclf-relisnce envisaged in the Laros Plan of fction, and decided
tc call upon African develosing countries and African subrenicnal
economic qroupinas which had not vet done so, to indicate without
further delay to the UNCTAD secretariat their willincness to
participate in the Global System of Trade Frefsrences (rSTP) amone
Developing Countries as recuired in the {tinisterial Teclaratior.
(The text of the resolution is attached as annex 1}.

(c) rn the Fourth Fl1-African Trade Fair to ke held in Fhana, the
Hinisters decided thot the oreapizinn cormittee should be composed
of 10 member States, the breakdown of which was as follows:
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Chana" -  Chairman/convener

Sudan = Member o

Horth "frica - 3 countries te be nominated
Castern Africa = countries to he nominated
Vast Mfrica - countrias to he nominated
Central Africa - countries to he nominated
Southern [frica = countrics te Fe nominatzd

—
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(d) The rulcs of procedure and the a~enda for the Feating of the
Hinisters of the Creouc of 77 in Fueros Mircs were adontad:

(e) The Conference of Ministers reviewed the anplication of the
Feorle's Fepublic of China for ohserver status at the Sixth
Ministerial Conference of the Frour of 77 in RBuenos fires and
decided to support the annlication:

(f) tn order to ensure effective presentation of ffrica's position
in Buenos fires and in Belgrade, the Conference decided that
there should be two snokesmen for eack aaenda item to be made
up of the spokesmen who were clected in Manila and additional
countries based on individual country interests for example in
issues such as land~locked or lcast developed countries.

20, The CAU/ECS joint secretariat were requested to expand the list of
fifrican rerional and subranional orcanizations to be invited to attend the
cuenos Mires ministerial meeting.

CLOSURE OF THE MFETING (item &)

24, During the closing ceremony, a roorcsentative of the fleerian delecation
read out the full ‘text of the Libreville Memorandum on Trade and Develonment
which was adopted by acclamation. The Henvan delecation sutmitted a vete of
thanks on behalf of the Ministers to the Tresident and Government and peonle

of The Gabonese fepublic. (The text is attached as annex 11). His Excellency
Leon ii‘Ea the First Vice-frime Minister of the Renublic of fzbon in closipo

the Conference, concretulated the Ministers on a job so well done.
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Pesolution on F{DC

Ve, the African Ministers meeting in Likreville to consider issues
relating te trade and development within the framework of the United “ations

Conference cn Trade and Mevelcrment,

Fecoanizing the importance of economic co-oreration among develepine

‘countries as a means of achieving collective self-reliance as called for in
Lages Plan of Action,

Moting that meny developing countries, especially those in "frica,
have yet to indicate their willingness tc participate in nhegotiations as
stipulated in paraaraph 5 of the Ministerial Declaration on the Clohal System
of Trade Preferences amone levelonine Countries.

Conscious of the support given to these initiatives in the Lanos Plan
of Action and the surport extended to African delenations by the secretariats
of both AU and FCA and the need for closer involvement of African economic
subrenional groupings in the necotiations,

1. Hereby call upon Mfrican develosing countries and African suh-
regional economic aroupings which have not vet indicated to the UirCTAD
secretariat their willingness to particinate to do so without delay,

2. PReiterate the directive in the Lapos Flan of fction to the QFU
Secretary Ceneral to act, in collahoration with the Executive Secretary of
LCA, to lend arnropriate lomistic and technical sumpnort to the participants
of the African Crous with a view to assistina them to identify their specific
necotiating interests as well as evaluatine the results of the neanotiations.
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Vote of thanks to the Government and people of the Pepublic of Gabon

The African Ministers of Trade,

Havunn met in the frlenoly capital city of Libreville. From 2iy to 26
February 903 and benefited from the excellent arr ancements made for the
holding the Conference of African Ministers of Trade and the generous
African hospltallty extended by the fovernment and people of the CGabonese
Republic,

1. UYWish to express their sincere individual and collective annreciation
to the fovernment and people of the Cabonese Pepublic for their sacrifice
in ensuring the success of the Mlnlsterial Conference. and the comfort of
partrc1pants at the Conference;

2. PRequest the President of the fonference of African iinisters of
Trade to convey these sentiments to His Excellency President El Hadj Omar Fonco,
Head of State of the Gabonese Republ:c



