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INTRODUCTION

1. This paper is presented at the reduest of the ninth meecting of the
ECA Conference of Mindisters in April 1983, which, in adopting resolution
469 (XVIITI) on African statistical sexvices, felt that the Joint
Conference of African DPlanners, Statisticians and Demographers should
further cxamine the whole question of how to mect African gstatistical
needs. The matter has become of increasing concern in the ferllowing way.

2, It has been appareat for scome years that, althoupgh African statistical
services are continuine ts make propress and 2 few of them are deing very
well, statisties in many countries are not rerforming the role that would
be expected after a quartcer of 2 century nf independence, At the same

time it has to be noted that African cconomic and sccial planning ccntinues
tc be of & pragmatic rather than technical nature.

3. These two considerations are ~f course inter~dependent, Planning
cannot make technical prosress until adequate hasic data are available,
and "pragmatic planning not based on extensive data analysis perpetuates a
low demand for data. There is then stagnation unless some other factor
intervenes toc promote more effective activity.

4, It cculd have been expected that the 1973 oil crisis and subhsequent
ecconomic difficulties would serve as such a factor by making developing -
countries aware of the need to conpete mere intensively in a changing
glohal economic .situation. There has certainly been plenty of international
discussion on this topic through UNCTAD,, the Group of 77, special meetings
of the UN General Assenhly to prorose a new internmational econemie order,
etc, Surprisinpgly, none of this has led to any real change in natiomnal
statistical and planning activities, which would have enabled individual
countries and grouyps of ccuntries to assess their cwn eccenomic situations
within the global context, thus providing a better basis for effective
action. Perhaps it is rcasonable to conclufe that too much reliance has
been placed on international nezotiations, without realizing that the
success of such efforts depends nn supporting activity at national level,

5. It was, in fact, in the mid-1970s that “cficiencies 1n planning and
statistics became more apparent in many African ccountries. The impact of
world economic prohlems, instcad of servine as 2 challenpe to evaluation

and clanning, seems to have impeded them and cther more local proklems have
made the situation worse.

6. Technical assistance arrancements in statistics may alsc have
contributed to the problem of countries. At the beginning of the 1970s,
UNDP had a financial erisis 2t the same time ag UNFPA was establishing its
activities. In many countries, it resulted in a2 significant shift of

work from economic to demorraphic statistics. Thus, when econnmic
conditions deteriorated in 1973 and sood cconomic data and analysis would
have been useful, statistical services were beings enccuraszed to concentrate
on the mainly internal matter of rorulatisn censuses throueh the largesdt
international statistical overaztion ever mounted.

7. The deficiency in planning and statistics has been asscciated with

and to some extent contributed to twn kinds of rrehlems. Firstly, there
has bteen a serinus deterioraticn in the ecrnomic and social conditions of
some African countries, with very little prosaress in mest of the remainder.
The global economic situatinn, droughts, wars, etc. are usually eiven full
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blame for the shnrtfall in progress, but the point bYeing made here 1is
that their effects could have been freatly reduced by better planning and
data secrvices,

8. Sccondly, African and other developing countrics have nlace? themselves
at a disadvantare in ncrth-south, south-scuth on? any other kind of
internaticnal necotiatisn, sinply hecause they dc nct know ensusch about
their own cconomie and social conditions and the related causes. No one
can hope to win an arcument if the other side has made better preparation.

9. The problem now is to improve the situation =nd the present paper is
concerned specifically with action needed {in respect of national

statistical services, as a basis for more effective and technical

national planning, It should “e underston? that, in thc context »f the
paper, planning is not confined tc the work ~f ministries responsible

for drafting and monitoring development plans. In many countries,
ministrics of finanece and central “anks have a sredeminant position. It

is alsc necessary to take into account the rlanning activitics of

ministries concerned with spcecific areas of economic and social development.

RECENT ACTION

First session of the Joint Conference

10. Action has heen =oins ahoad for same time to amgliorate the
situation cutlined ahove, At its first sessic~n in 1980, the Jaint
Conference of African Planncrs, Statisticians and Demozraphers had the
task of preparing recommendations for submission teo the first African
economic summit throush the ECA Conference of Ministers. The joint
conference made the followine recommendati~ns cf direct concern to
national statistical services. ' '

(a) 4s a matter of urgency, African countries must strenzthen théir
statistical infrastructures as a tasig for cffective rolicy-making vand
Plannin~ .  Tn this connaction thay are urge! tc formulate statistical
development programmes and these should he included in national
development plans. These prorcrammes should incorporate a list ~f data
requirements in line with needs and priorities;

() In orler to mobilize external resonurces for the implementation of
the African Bousehold Survey Capahility Precoramme, the 1980 round of
Population and Housinp Ccnsuses and the System cf National Accrunts,
African Governments should reaffirm their priorities in these procrammes
and provide the necessary counterpart financial support:

(¢) ©Each CGovernment should institute appropriate mechanisms for the
evaluation and analysis »f Jdata. These mechanisms shruld ensure '
proper linkares hetween dnta collectors, analysts and userr,

(1) It is desirahle that a statistical data tase for the storace
and retrieval of information %te e¢stablished in individual countries.
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11. The preparatory coamittee which met immesiately after the jolint

conference deleted the last roesmmen ation on the rrounds that it was 2
gengral vreblen affecting all discirlines and not rnarticularly ccnfined O
the fiel? of statistics. The ELA Crmferenes rf Ministers endorse’ the
reermmen-iations in their orended form.  Tha 040 Fconomie Sfummit aprrove”
the recommendaticns cn ststisties witheout further anendzment.

Workiny ‘roup con statisticel oreomization an’ mancower

12. The first s:ssion «f the joint conference alsc recuested a working

sroup on statistical crranization an’ mannower, which met in 1281 under the

spounsarship o f the ctatisticzl Trairnin~ Frocraume for Mrica (STPA). It

therourhly examined all asuects of statistical develnprment and its report is

available in Fccument ST/ECASPSD.2/13. 8Scome of its main conclusicns on
the organization and develcpment of statistical services 2re summa arised in
the following pararrarhs,

13. Althoush theworkins erour asreed that crovress achieve! »y national
statistical services has “ecn less than Jesira®le it chbserved that their
state of develorment must to 1 larce extent reflect the davelornment af
civil services an’ countries os o whola. Tt should nct he assuped that
statistics are lasring far Hehind ~ther activities, zlthouth in some
countries this is certainly the case.

14.., The ~roup said that co-oriinaticon is a primary factor in
acceleratinn statistical “evelopment, rarticularly when the wrrk is
dispersed ¢n a yeorraphical basis or Letween subject ministries. Tt
strongly urced that more countries should make use of national statistics
committees and pcinted cut thnt these committees must have sufficient
authority to ensure sntisfactory impact. Tn addition to continuins

¢o=ordination and monitoring, one ~f the maia funections ~f such a committec

would b“e the preparatinn of 2 statistical develspment royrazmme for
ineorporaticn in the naticnal Zevelcvment plan. Neverthe :lasgs, the
statistics committees sk-ul? nit bhe scen as a ~anacea tn all yrnﬁlems.
Wational statistical services must themselves create cronfidence thrru~h -
the tinely produetien ~f results. They nust 2lso take all rossible
steps to promote awarenasss of the neel for statistice.

15. It was recemmen'cd that the wrrk rrocrammes of statistical scrvices
should not be ennfined to the routine cclleetion and Zissemination ~f
Jata, Ltut shoul’ hHe extended €2 the nore {nnuinative use nf Jata for
valuation and monitorienz and a close involvement in Jata annlvysis,
including the prenazraticn of ~nnual cecconcmic surveys, atc. The craoud
also believed that continuity is essential t~ the success of a werk
sropranme and that it has te Le achieved throurh the efforts «f loeal
staff rather than foreirn experts

16. DTarticular stress was placed cn the need fcr 2 satisfactory halance
between subjects in statistical prorremme, which micht *»e c¢rnsiderad in
the context »f n national policy for infeormation and analysis. Heowever
the structure of a statisticnl service should he as siwcle and flexitle
as possible an? the rroup was somewhat acainst the creation ~f specinal
technical units, .. in desionine surveys.
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17. The close links bLetween statistical and »lannine acencies, which
exlst in mcst countries, were generally considered to he an advantage,
If a statistical service can lecone inv-lved in the rlannine ;rocess,
through the nreovisicn of aprrepriate data and active particiration in
its =2nalysis, it is likely t- develoyp more quickly.,

18. There were somewhat mixed feelings ameng the vrour akbout the usual
claim that statisticians have a status infericr te that of many cther
government officials. Salary consideraticns ney in fact %e less
important than the pravision,af appropriate trainine and interesting
work

19. The gsroup was not 2prose? to the, ecentralisad statisticel
arranzements in many African countries, lLut it 2i® “elieve that seme

form of control is necessary, 2.:. through the outrosting ~f statisticians
from the central statistical service. The location of the central service itself
normally in the plannins ministry, was not consi‘ered stecially imresrtant.
The primary requirement is that it should handle its own hudget and
accounts’ and have reascnahble freedean of acticn. The rroun rointed out

that the cxtent to which this freedom is achieved  derends morc nn the
quality of leadérship in the statistical service than ~n any frrmal
arrangement. :

2G. The group felt that the qucsticrn of statistical lerislation was more
complex than envisaged in the workine raper provided by the secretariat.
It did agree that statistical laws shoul? he kept as simple as neossihble,
but their centent would necessa xrily wvary with the size ~f ¢ountries and
their administrative structurcs. ‘

21. Data processine and Jdisseminaticn wag acreod to be nne ~f the most
serious constraints in African statistical development an? it is now

a complex prohlem. The preour examined the details st sone lensth and

its main conclusions were that statisticnl services must he responsible
for their cwn data processing arranpements, an< that there must “e a
satisfactory balance in their work between the czllectinn »f data and dits
processing. The latter may often recuire the decentralizatinn of some
editing and coding activity, varticularly in thoe case of field surveys

22. The rroup concluded its Adiscussircra ~n statistical coryanizaticn by
requesting the ECA secretariat to take necessary fo cllow-ur actinn and
provide illustrative material which could be adarted for anplication in
particular countries. Other t£-rics considered were the means ~f deciding
priorities within a statistical procramme; staff Jdeveloarment, researech and
analysis, an’ technical asasistn nce, which are nat »f direct ceoncern

in the present Taner.

Second sessicn of the Joint Conferencs

23. The report of the working srrour was dJuly »recsente? to the joint
conference in 1982, hut in the eontext of STPA rather than as a serparate
azenda item. This was unfortunate hecause the workine sroup hatd nerformed
well, but necessary hecause the arenda was »~verloaded. Nevertheless the
joint conference asproved the report and requested follow-uy action.
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Ninth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers

24. The full report of the working froup wAas not suitable for
presentation in the heavy agenda of the ninth meeting of the ECA
Conference of Ministers, which was also the cighteenth session of the
Economic Commission for Africa and its silver jubiles anniversary.
There were also developments after the meeting of the working group to
be taken into account. ' '

25, All recent conclusions were therefore summarised and presented in a
short working document. The preparatory committec of the Conference of
Ministcrs complained that it was tooO short, but it nevertheless lad to
the adoption of ECA resolution 469 (XVITII) which will hopefully be of
some help in drawing attenticn to the nacd f2r statistics at national
level and in showing how national efforts to improve statistics can best
be supported by international and bilateral agencies.

SUMMARY OF SUBSTANTIVE AND PRACTTICAL TSSUES

26. After the 1681 working 4group 20 statistical organization and
manpower, two considerations emerged mere clearly. The first was that
it is really not sufficient tc rerard data annlysils as the essential
1ink between data producers and users. It is necossary to go one step
further and lock at data applications. If » fairly clear and detailed
idea can be formed of how data will he used, it becomes much easier to
decide what kinds of analytical work are necessary and alsec what data
should be collecte?. Initially this may require a special cffort to
identify applications, but in the longer term there should be feedback
from actual data uses to facilitate the planning of statistical cperations,

27. Secondly, it appeared from = number ~f country missions that
available statistical resources Aare ant ~lwnoys fully utildized. In a2 few
countries there is a distinct management nroblem which needs to be
rectified, '

78. Thesc two consideraticns and all earlier conclusi>ns were taken
into account when describing the positinn te the Coenference of Ministers
in document E/ECA/CM.9/11. Towever, for simplicity, the more detailed
organizaticnal matters considared earlier by the warking group were not
included.

Constraints nn statisticnl development

290. African Gevernments have invariably affirmed the impnrtance of
statistical information but the priority given to collectinng‘precessing;
analysis and use of data remains low, There is still a preference for
more visible projects in boeth povernment hudeets and external aid
programmes, '

30, In the atsence of a ecrnsistent effort to improve the supply of
data, Governments have adonted a pragmatic and non~technical approach
to planning, which itself perpetuates 2 low demand for data.
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Unfortunately thisapproach has not prave? satisfectory and develosinc
countries have fcund it Jifficult to compete in the adverse tradineg
conditicns of the prusent slotal recessicn and to achieve effective
internal economic and social structures. In additisn it has t- be
noted that some penple still penuinely belicve that quantitative “ata
are not nccessary for planning purposes.

i

31. No one would claim that hetter statistics can supply 2 enmplete

answer to curreant problems but at least they can put the rroblems in
their prcper perspective and helsn in examinine their causes.

32. The low pricrity attached te quantitative infcrmation has had a
nntably adverse effect on many naticnal statistical services. One problem
is a continuin~ brain Adrain at the nrofessional level which has not

been offset by the training 5f new staff. Staff losses at the seninr
level have led to manavement weaknesses which have resulted in
underutilization ~f availalle statistical resources., This is the main
cause of late data felivery, particularly from surveys, an? has itself
discourazed sovernments from taking ¢reater interest in statistical
development.

33, In 2 situation where they a2re not receivine active encourarement,

many heads of statistical services have tended to concentrate on fay-

to-day work, nenlectin~s the esterblishment of contacts with other

government orsanlzaticns and with the leeal rerresentatives of international
and bilateral arencies. This has placed many statistical services in a
relatively poor vosition to elaim rriority in the allocation of government
budget resources and in external a2ssistance yrocrammes. To have any
influence on these arrangements requires a continuing effort throucsh

repgular contact.with the appropriat peonle.

34. Two other prehlems should alsc be noted. An alditional factor leading
te the slow productionof statistics 1s 2 hottleneck at the data rrocessing
stane which arises. largely hecause statisticians have not kent theémselves
adequately infermed of rapidly developins computer technolosy. The result
is a separation of the Jata collection and processine functions, with
acdditional organizational problems and an uneven flew ~f work.

35. Therc is also a prehlem of separaticn at the internatinnal level.
Various different agencies are responsibtle for =rovidine technical
assistance in their own ficlds of activity and, in spite of efforts hy
the United Naticns Statistical Commission, the work is not always
co-ordinated as well as it should he. In addition, internaticnal
statistical reccmmendations tend to stop short at the data processing and
tabulation stare and Jdo not pive enousnh cuidance on “ata analysis and
aprplicaticns which have to Le recarded as a serarate issue.

36. The over-all position in the 1lioht of the feorescine comments is

that there is certainly an awareness of the need for quantitative -
information but its producticn and use is by nc means satisfactory.

The faults lie with both the producer and the users of data and a special
initiative is necded to acceclerate the process of statistical development.
This need not he very expensive and the main lines of action are

cutlined in the next sectan.
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Improvement of ifrican Statistics

37. The action neecded to ensure faster development of naticnal statistical
services can be classified fairly easily inte three sroups which indicate
the respeonsitility for such zction: the govermnment, the national
statistical service itself and internaticnal agencies. However it must
again be emphasized that conditions differ widely between countries and

the steps tn te taken in each ccuntry have to he worked out on an
individual basis.

A, The Government
38. Much preater emphasis should be places on the end-preoduct of
statistical cperatinns, which is lata applications. If the ways in which

statistics will be used for specific purwoses can be properly identified,
it becomes much easier to determine the kinds of znalysis to be carried
out and, in turn, the processing ~nd Jdata cocllectinn requirements. It

is appreciated that there is an interaction between the supply and use

of data because additional applic=aticns emerge when new data heccome
available, h»ut a conscious effort to {identify the applications can 2o much
to accelerate the productieon of data.

3%. 1In order to o their work satisfactrorily, statistical services must
have an adequate supply of trained prersonnel. VProrress is already being
made in this comnection throush the Statistical Trainine Programme for
Africa (STPA) and a detailed stuly of statistical organizaticn and training
needs. is beine undertaken in collahosration with the European Economic
Community (EEC). However traininyg alcne is not sufficient ancd Governments
nust have a cond workin~s envirecnment, which means that their assignments
have to be challenpgingy and interestings. ‘

40. Data processiny facilities and cther suppertins resources (paper,
printing, transport, cte,) must Le assured to aveid cperational delays
in data producticn. In cne African country recently, work on foreign
trade statistics was halted for lack nf paper fer computer printcuts.
Such problems Jzrive not so much from hudretary constraints as from
inefficient procurement.

41, 1In order to view statistical activities in their proper perspective an-?
assign a clearly understerd pricrity to the work, cnuntries should prepare
statistical develnspment rregramme and incorporate them in their national
development plans. This is an important reccmmendation of the Lagos Plan

of Action and has implicatinns for the lecal financing of national
statistical activities. It sheoulsd he horme in mind that the cost of
statistical services in Africa, when “developed cffectively and including f
field survey crpanizaticns, is net likely to exceed 0.5 per cent of

the central government “u’pet. '

42. The statistical Jdevelnpment pronramme shcould specify the objectives
te be achieve? duriny the perind 2f the natisnal plan and the means

by which this will be done. In addition the proorsmme should provide a
basis for monitoring the parf-ormance of the statistical service., ' It 1is
necessary te check continuously ron the implementation of new developments
and on whether outputs arc ldeliverce:? in aoo7 time.
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43. Teo ensure thot the mnst eoffactive use is made of "data, government
planning arencies, both centralized and in srecific ministries., should
e encouraged to adept 2 mecre systematic and technical apnroach to
thelr wofk, which would 2lsn overceme the lisaldvantares of the present
ad hoc pragmatic plannins arrancements., It fcllows that hetter
training of”planners has to he considered alonpg with the training of
statisticians.

B, Natdional statistical scrvice

44. Maore use should he made of natinonal statistics committees for the
planning and eo-~nrdination of activities and for the preparstion of
realistic and dintesrated statistical revelopment programmes. One of the
aims of these committees should he to ilmprove day-to-day contact between
statistical services, their user clients ans the suppliers of lata.

45. Statistical services must <demcomstrate the aliility to issue repular
statistical publications an? rerrrts on surveys, etc., in a timely manner.
In many countries this requires an dimprovement in managerial performance
rather than alditicnal rescurces and is essential fer zaindns sovernment
confidence in statistics. It can mnarensver be achievad throuch the
preparatiocn of annual work rreosranmes within-the context of the statistical
develonment nrotranme.

46, To hcly in dverconing existing sericus Jdelays in the sroduction of
data there should he increasinely closce involvement of statisticians in
computerized fdata ~rocessinc. This has to he dealt with.in both lasic
trainine and subsequent crurses, as well ag senerally in workine
arranvements, '

'

C. International agencies

47. In orcanizin- external assistance, 2 = e in

required in examinins the statisticnl nezds of indtividual countries
comprehensively ‘instead ~f treating the various subject fields as separate
entities, e.y. the existine srecil inturcsts in price,; national accecunts
and envirennment Jdata., There is thus nce? for further improvement in
interacency co-sriinaticn, hut it sheuld he noted that multi-subject
pragrammes such as the Naticnal Househeld Survey Carpatbtility Programme
{NHSCP)} and Aata necded f~r rural development are an additicnal strong
integratin~ factor. More use coul? e mada ¢f the United ¥ations regional
commisions in achieving a rreperly crnsalidated aceount of the situation
and Tequirements in individual cruntries.

terrated anpproach is

48. International statistical recommendations should te extended beyond
data collection, nrocessines and tabulaticn te enceompass data analysis and
aprlications. Ap2in this implies 2 co-ordinated inter-arency effort and
would ercatly assist Governments in achievine a clearer understancding of

data uses a2nqd the need for statistices.

49. The resclution adonted hy the Ceonference c¢f Ministers 1Is
‘reproduced helow.

A Tt ey =y s B i i I S
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Resolution 469 (XVII1I). Afrdican statistical services—

The Conference of Ministers

Aware of the urgent need to improve ecconomic and social policy
formulation planning, administration and analyesis in the context of
the Laros Plan of Action 23/ which aims to rremote African developnent
through collective seli~reliance,

Recognizing that the effective crganizaticn of these activities
requires adejuate quantitotive information at the national, subregional

and regicnal levels,

Noting that many African statistical services are not yet atle to
supply this infermation in =2 satisfactory and timely wanner because of
sirnificant interrelated constraints wvhich include lovw data demand for
non-technical plannine, statistical brain drain, ranacement weaknesses,
data processing difficulties zand failure to regard data applications as
a principal guide in organizing data collection, processing and analysis,

Further noting that there is still a lack of ceo-ordination in external
assistance to statistics and dinternatisnal recommendations din this field do
nct adegquately cover datsa analysis an? apnlicaticons,

1. Urres Governnents of the vesion to:

{a) Accord higher priority esenerally to the imnvtrovement and strensthen-
ing of thedr stotistical services so as tn provide datn which will assist in
assessing current ececnomic and soweial pro*lems and in accelerating
development;

(%) TIdentify Jdata aprlications as 2 Lasis feor determining pricrities
frr data ccollection and analysis in each suhkjec

(c) Utilize fully availsahie trainine facilities tec provide staff for
statistical services 2nd ensure that these services are cfficiently
managead

(3) Take steps to cvercome existinrs data nrocessing difficulties
throush the prevision of sdouate equirment an? 'y @nsuring that statistical
rerscnnel nplay a wmere ‘ircct aznd active role in computerized Jata

1

prtocessing:

{e)} Make increcasing use of national statistics co-cridinating oreans
for the glannine and co-ordination of activities an” for the preparation

of realistic and integrate’ statisticnl develepment vrogsranmes, which shnoul?d
be incorperated in naticnsl Jevelc: ment plans ag recommended by the Lagos
Plan nf Action;

24/ See chapter ITT, section €, mavazraphs 289 tn 295,

25/ AfS8-11/14, annex T.
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ir develorment Progranmes, ensura
nnual work nrosrammes f-r issuin-
surveys, ctc. anl for eonducting

(f) Within the context of the
that statistical services Treparce =2
regular publications an- renorts on
other activities in a timely manncr:

(2} Encourapge hoth central vlznnine a-cncies and those Sealing
with particular subject ficlds th adert a more technical and annlytical
approach toe plan prervaration, implemcntation, monitorine, evaluntion
and review:

1

2. Recommends that the Unitce- Natirns and its srectialized arencies
should:

(2) Continue existin; efforts tH co-or inate technical co-operatinn
in all aspects of quantitative informatien:

() Extens internatinnnl statistical recommendati-ns tc¢ include
suidelines on data analysis and ar~plicaticns:

3. Aprpeals to dinter-covernmental acencies, multilateral and

bilateral crvanizations to:

(2) Continue to assist in strensthening the areration of statistical
infrastructure in the re~ion;

») Suprort activities Jdosisned to improve the utilization of
statistical data for develcpment:

4, Requests the Executive Seeretary of thz Commission to - -take all
necessary sters to assist the imurcovement of African statistiecs alene the
lines indicatel alove.

FOLLOW-UP ACTION

50. Follow-ur action on the resolution has already heen initiated with
international arencies by the secretariat in respect of some specific
projects. A full renort an develormonts will %e ~iven when the joint
conference mcets.

51. A more formal presentatisn of the rescluticn wag made at the
seventeenth sessinn of the ACC Subh-Cemmittoee on Statistical Activities in
June 1983. As the sub-comnmittee is an inter-agency Yody, the points of
concern were the requests for improve.) ccoc-ordinaticn of technical
co-operatisn ana the extension of international gtatistical recommendations
te include ruidance on Jdata analysis and applications. The requests

were reascnably well received in spite 9f the additional werk they entail.
The sub-committee also stressed that the inprovement of statistics is

very much dependent on the cronmitment of individual countries. Further
action over quite a leneg nerind of time will bLe needed to ensure
satisfactory implementation ~f the requests,

52. The resnlutinn was alao rresented in Juna 1983 at 2 meetins cf the
steering committee which considered the “rnfr repert nm the EEC/ACT/ECA
Study on statistical trainin~ needs 4n Africa. Tt can serve as a useful
basis focr a further jonint c¢ffort to fdevel~co trainins in the resion and

o
to overcome some »f the statistical manpower rnroblems.
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53  Acticn tc he taken at national level is egsentially a2 matter

for consideration Ly the joint conference. The necessary steps 2arc
cutlined in paragraphs 33 - 46 adbove and it is clear that they are mainly
of an internal nature to he implemented, where necessary, by individual
Covernments on a self-reliant basis. Eowever it shoul? he mnoted that the
ECA statistical »nrocramme is ceared to supperting the kind of action
envisaged and assistance will be siven within the limits of available
resources.

54. Finally, it 1Is necessary to “ear in mind that, althourh very careful
thought hns becn ziven to the ifentificatinn cof constraints on African
statistical development and the related remeiieg, the conclusicns nre
still ~f 2 tentative nature. A continuing dialosue is nceded within the
region if 211 problems are to te salved satisfactorily. At its third
session, the joint conference may wish to contribute new or revised ideas
in respect of the substantive and practical issues.





