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IXNTRODUCTION

1. A meeting on the activities of the Economic Commission for Africa in
ﬁorth Africa during 1964 — 1965 was held in Addis Ababa on 17, 18 and 2C
February 1964, The follcwive ~ouphiries ook nert in the meeting: Algerin,
Libys, Moroccoy Tunisia and the United Arab Republio; the Sudanese delega-
tion was unable to arrive in time to pariicipate in the first two days of

the meeting. The ligt of delegates will be foun? *n 1{he annex.

2. In his opening address; the Execuiive Secretary recalled the establish-
ment of a sub-regional office for Korth Africa in Tangier in October and
November 1963, of a sub-regional offlue fer Waet Afrioca at Niamey and alod
the assignment of & repreqentatlve of the Executive Secoretary for East
Africa to Lusaka. The decentralization brought about by the establishment
of these sub-regional offices ghould resulit in giving the programm® of wurx
of the Economic Commlsplon for Af¢Poa for the yzars 1964 and 1965 a more
oconcrete character. In uhe paﬁt too many mesitings Lad tuiken place on tho
all-Africa level and had ended with racomrendaticuns of a general character
which had not been aubsequenu;y carried out. The programme nf work ef ths
Teonomic Commission for Africa for 1964/1965 ghould comprise fewerT meetings
and more negotiations regarding pfojecté for concerted action, to be
followed by p051t1ve results. This did not excluﬁe the presence in the

programme of Work of a mertain number of prejects lezling with Africa as a

whole, such as the Sixth Sesaion would wnot fail %0 recommend. Neverthelese,

the Executive Secr»tarj caveldered that it vorld he useful 4o submit the
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draftpragraune, s prepared by-too—ssonstenicd, e snb—eagisnglmeeting,.
g0 as to allow the asscretariat to submit sugéestions and recommendations

on & sub-reginnal basis and of.a positive ndtﬁre to the Sixth Session of
the Commission. The Exeoutive«Seoremary"ooncluded by wishing the meeting

the greatest possible success 1in ite work.

3. On the proprsal of the delegate of ilgeria, the meeting unanimously
elocted Mr., LOFTY TERAHIM, delegate of the United Arab Republic, Dircc.ow
General of Economic Affaire in the Ministry of Economic Affairs of the

" United Arab Republic, as Chairman. Jt was decided not to elect & vice—

chairman..

4. On the basis of the pfovisional agenda, the meeting then decided to

adopt the following agendas
(a) Review of past developments and activities of the Tangier office.

(b) Submission of the draft programme of work of the Economic

Commission for Africa in 1964 - 1965 by the secretariat.

{e) Suggestions and recommendations.
{d) Adoption of the reprrt.
_ 5; The present report was adopted by the meeting at a gession held on 20

February 1964.

- Brief account of the work of:the Tangier office

§. The Secretary of the meeting gave a bvrief gummary of the work.of the
Tangief office since its ostablishment, and mentioned in partioular two
projects,'namely co-operation in the field of statistics matters and tie

industrial co-ordination misgsion.

T A meeting on statistics and national accounts in Algerid; Worocco and
Tuﬁisia is to be held during the first six months of 1964, ét the reguest

of these éountrieé. The aim of this meeting is the standardization of
statistical nomenclature and also the adoption cf a 5ommén.system frr national
accounts, so as 10 facilitate future sconomic surveys on these countries.

This meeting will be followed at the beginning of 1965 by a meeting on

statistical co—operation in the sub-region as a whole.
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8. in industriai'co—ordinétion-mission visited the four following ocountries
in January 1964: Algeria, Libya, Morocco and Tunisia. This mission

followed similar missions which visited West Africa and Bast Africa in 1963
In its report (E/CN.14/248 dated 5 February 1964) the industrial co-ordina-

. tion mission described the market 31tuat10n and industrial pro;ects in the
following seclors: energy, mlneral_extractlon, fertilizers, irom and steel,
metal working and engineerigg,'chemical industries, pulp and paper, glass,
cement and textiles. In a number of cases, and spécially in the sectors of
heavy industry, where the scale of production must necessarily be large in
order to ensure the economlc viability of projects, the mission concluded
that it was necessary to achleve harmonization of industrial plans on the
basis of an international division of work between the four countrier - ~ited.
and in some cases within a wider geographical range; Failing that, many
industrial projects would not be implemented since the markets cf each
individual country were too small to make the construction of a plant
profitable. The mission therefore regarded the setting up of permanent
machinery for consultation and negotiation between the countries vigited to
co~ordinate their industrial development as a matter of urgency. Certain
suggestions for furiher action along these lines are presented in‘part_3 of

"the mission's report.

9.¢ Following this survey, the meeting congratulated the Economic Development
Difision at Zconomic Commission for Africa Headquarters and the Tangier
offlce on the work they have done in connexion with industrial co- ordination.
Wlde agreement was reached by the delegations of the four countries visited
concerning the contents and conclusions of the report of the Industrial Co-
ordination Missién; taking‘into account that the Libyan delegation expressed
his government's agreement in prindipié; It was also clearly revealed that
the co-ordination of industrial development in these four countries should
naturally be supplemented both by similarly co-cordinated programnmes within
other countries of the sub-region and groups of African countries and by the
co-ordination of industrial plane between those groups. The detailed
recommendations emerging from the discussions at the meeting and concefning
action to be taken during 1964 and 1965 on the basis of the report of the

Tndustrial Cc-ordination Mission are given at the end of this report.
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General statement of draft programme of the Economic Commission
for Africa's activities in 1964 and 1965 .

'10; The heads of the variocus departmeﬁts.ofrthe Ecohomio Commission for
Africa sscrétariat informed the meeting of the main projects included in
the 1964—1965 work programme in the following fields: economic development,
N industrialization, natural fesources, transport and communications, housiﬁg,
éaitography, statistics, publié administration, social advancemenf, trade,

agricultural development,

1l. The Hconomic Development Division will delegate to the Tangier office,
first, the organisation of advisory services for cconomic planning in the
countries of the sub-region and, second, research work into long-term -
economic projections for those countries., The projections should throw

light- on long-term conseguences of policies:cof economic integration.

12, The industrialization work programme emphasizes industr%ai co-~ordination

misgions in the sub-regions. The countries which were not visited in 1963
can, if they so deéire, be visited in 1964-1965. In addition, all-African
meetings will be held for the iron and steel industry and for petroleum

. and ﬁatural gas to co-ordinate the programmes of the sub-regions in these

two seotors. Reference was also made to the following projects: a regional

meeting on industrial programming {Cairo, 1965); arrangement in 1965 of a
training course on industrial planning and programming (planned to take

place at Cairo withir the programme of the Dakar Institute of Economiec

Development and Planning)s; the creation of sub-regional institutes. for

- applied industrial research; the development of the Nile Basinj co-—ordination

of telecommunications throughout Africa {in co-ordinatiom with the ITU)j.

rationalization of air transport {in co-operation with the ICAQO); a special

study of trans-Sahara transport problems.

13. With regard to statistics, it is worth recalling the extensive training
programme’ encouraged or sponsored by the Hconomic Commission for Africa in
North Africa (centres at Rabat, Addis Ababa and Cairo). In addition, three
of the five'regibhal advisers on &tatistics are at pfesent working in Worth
Africa. Finally, a study tour on the relation of statistics to planning and
a seminar on labour statistics (%o be carried out jointly with ILO) are
planned for 1964.
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14. In.a telated field, mention should be made of two oourses planned for
1964 but the Dakar Institute of Bconomic Development ‘and Planning: “one at
) ‘Tunis on plannlng methods and the other at Cairo on education and manpower

plannlng.

15, In the fleld of public admlnlstratlon, the follow1ng proaecte are of f
partlcular 1nterest to North Africa; a conferenoe in May 1964 of directore"
of public admlnlstratlon 1nst1tutee, a semlnar on organizatior and methods
to be given in French which may be held in North Afrlca; the organlzatios _
of advisory services, and a etudy made in oonaunetlon w1th UNESCO on the

training of administrative staff in Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia.,

16, A number of proaeots relatlng to soolal advancement are to be noted,
including the. organmzatlon of adv1sory eerv1oes and studlea on the eooiel
conseguences of industrialization, the soclo-economlc probleme of Tural
deve;opmepj‘apgioe family, ehildren and youth welfars. In addlthl,_
meetings of groupe of experte will be held to study social welfare eervioes
and social defence in Africa. Lastly, training courses have been planned
for‘Inetructors in eoelal work and for offloern in institutioms for the

treatment of Juvenlle dellnquents.

\.‘"

ATlT‘ In.connex1on w1th trade, the reonmmendatlons made }y the Standlng _
Commlttee .on Trade at 1te eeeond gossion in November 1963 on the African :
oommon market and on the probleme to be discussed at the World Trade _ :i
Conferenge should be borne in mlnd. The meeting on the African payments ’
union was held at Tangisr in 1964. Advisory servioces on export pramotlonh
will be available to member countries of the Economio Commission for Africa.
18, The Trade and Survey Division has séconded one of its experts to
Tangier more partlcularly for the analy31s of deveIOpment problems and
policies in the eub-reglon and the perlodloal etudy of the economio situation
in North Africa as part of the preparatory work for the publication of the

Zconomic Bulletin of the Economie Commission for Africa,
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19. Apart from the specific activities of the FAO in North Africa (desert
locust control, the World Food Programme, etc.), the following joint EAO/'

ECA Agricultural Division.activities may be mentioned: a regional conference
to be held in 1964 on animal production and health; a meeting of experts

and a study tour on problems involved in the transition from subsistence to
mar?et‘egrieulture- a training course on agrrcultural credit planned for 1965;
ejstedyjen‘tredeuin agrlcultural products within the sub-regions; reeearch
ie?o:the rreeeseing_of agricultural products, the survey of timber resources

and requirements in each of the sub-regions.

Conclusions and resocommehdations:

20;. The meetlng noted wrth 1nterest the activities planned for 1964-1965
as reported orally. In accordance with the Executive Secretary's openrng
statement, the meetrng also expressed the wish that immediate action should

be takenA on the report of the Industrlal Co—ordlnatlon MiBBlon to North
L I .
Afrlea.

2l, . Accordlqgly, the Bxecutlve Secretary was requeeted to convene ad hoe .
commissions to implement the recommendations of the Industrial Co-ordrnatlen
Mission's report as early as possrble. These commissions weuld normally
1nclude representatlvee of two, three or four of the countries dealt with in
the report, dependlng on the probleme considered, and the secretarlat for
meetlnge of the commlselone would be provided by the Tangier offlce. The'

commresrons would be'
AR N M

- (a) A commission on industrial co-ordination proper;

(b) A commission on the harmonization of trade policies vis—e»vis the
. major economic groupings (lnoludlng problems of cuetoms and
commercial integration between the countries dealt wrth in the

report);

(o) A commission on energy and mineral resources.
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22, Two further commissions may also be set up in the more distant future:

- a commisgion on manpowsr and technical training and

- a commission on transport. During the first stage of its work this
latter commission would include fepresentatives of the four
countries dezlt with in the repcrt; it might be enlarged at a later

stage to include all the cowitries ¢f the sub-region.

23. The sub-regional office in Tangier should undertake as soon as -possible
an over-all study of ﬁays in which the four countries can co-operate in the

field of energy in all its aspecté - petroleum, gas, electricity, etc.

24, The Tangier office should also give priority to a study of the prospec-
tive development of the North African market for finished steel produots,
taking into account other possible merkets in’ Africa and in Burope. The
stu&y should also include recompendations~ ar methods of reaching an agree—
ment on rolling programmes ir. the irom and steel industries in the countries

concerned,

25, The sub-regional office in Tangier should also prepare, as sOOn as
possible, a preliminary draft project for a centre for industrial surveys.
This preliminary draft should be submitted for the approval of the countries
wishing to participate in the centre and would later be submitted to the
United Nations Special PFund in the form ~f a reguest for assistance. The

activity of the centre could include:s

~ Revisicn, on demand, of feasibility studies completed in individual
scuntries;

-~ direoct study of projects of crmmon interest, both at the preliminary
and at the final stage;

- applied research in certain sectors,for example, industries for

processing of agricultural products, textile industry.
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26, With regard (to- engineering industries, the countries concerned would
carry out an 1nventory of malntenance and general engineering workshops
1nclud1ng foundrles.. They Would arrange the necessary .contacts to make
p0881b16 a co—ordlnated pollcy, in particular for the manufacturs of
assembly components (for cars, tractors, engines, etc.). The aub-regional
office in Tangler would then undertake a general study of the englneerlng

1ndustrles.

27. Other studies cdnoérning individual sectors should be carried out in

due course by the Tangier office, particularly in the petro—chemical industry,
where co-operation appears desirable not nnly within North Africa, but within
the African market as a whole; "in the pulp and paper industry - including
esparto; in the artificial texfile'industry, etc. Decisions on the need

for these studies could be made ir the early meetlngs of the ad hoo

comm1331on on indusirial co=ardination,





