T e A b S

JistT.
GENERAL -

E/ECA/CM.B/22
23 March 1982

ENGLISH

L ] j}
UNITED NATIONS - hao?
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL_

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

Eighth Meeting of the Conference
of Ministers -

Tripoli, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
27-30 April 1982

SECOND SESSION OF THE JOINT CONFERENCE OF AFRICAN
PLANNERS, STATISTICIANS AND DEMOGRAPHERS

REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE

CONTENTS |
| o ‘ Paragréphé Page B
A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK & v v 0w o o e 1‘9;_H-” 1-2.
Opening and duration of session . . ... . . .. . .. I L 1
Attendance -., - - *® & = ¥ ® n.' [ .. ) .u *® ®» @ w® a = ' ] » 2-8 1-2
Election of officers . . . . . . . . v 4 s v v v v .. . 8 Z
8- AGENDA = & ® & -8 w a4 sead 8 €& = = &= -. P 4 e s oW s & o = = 4 lD SNER ;: 2..3
C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS .+ + v v v 24 u'a w4 woww .~ 117443 3-70
PLENARY SESSION . e .03 321
Opening address. « . v« + + « & o + » . Y o ”“3‘5_:
Matters arising from the previous meeting . . . . .. ... 2325  °~ 7§
- Technical assistance in planning, statistics and demograph 26-46. . 578
(a) Population trands and policies, their relationships
to some aspects of development and economic growth o S
and their status in African development planning . . 47-55 8-10
(b) Use of population data in development planning . . . . 56-63 .. 11-17 .
(c} Measurement and analysis of poverty in- African o T e s e ld
COUNEPIBS & v & v v o v bt h e e e e e e e o+ B4-71 - 12-13

E82f784



E/ECA/CM.B/z_z'

CONTENTS (continued)

Paregreohs Pape
(d) The ECA statistical data base and its use for
socio-economic analysis . .« . &+ . & o . . v e 72-78 13-14
{e} African Househoid Survey Capability Progranne Progreqs
report and examination of analytical requirements . . . 80-94 1516
(f) Design and applicability of socio-economic indicators
in the African contaxt . + . . . . . « &« v o v v 0w o . 0952102 0 0 18720
(¢) Sectoral projections . . & v v v v s e o v s .. s e 103 iph
Common problems in institution-building in planning, statistics R R TAE
and demography  © « ¢+ 4 s s 4 s e e s e s w5 o6 s se o lD4-113ﬁ3[ 20-21
PLANNING COMMITTEE . . . . . o + « . v e e s e e e e e 114-135 7 32-38
Election of of ficers . & v s o o s o vw s s o 2 s s o.u o o5 }14-115 22
Sectoral projections - some basic approaches e e e e X1B-117 2223
Implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action . . . e e e e s 128-140 20-25
Critical analysis of the country presentation of the least
developed African countries in the light of-the Lagos Plan
of Action and the Final Act of Lagos . « + ¢« « o . 141-153 2724
Analysis and evaluation of the 1wpact of tariff and non- tarlff
protection on industrialization in Africa . . . « . + & & « & 154-162 an-32
Short-term outlook a-s s + o & s o 4 b e v b r s 0 e e w e 163-168 32-332
Institute for Economic Development and Planning « o = v « o+ & 169-181 33-35
Programme of work in development issues and policies . . . « . . -.182-185 . '36*35.
STATISTICS COMMITTEE v & v w4 o e v & = « = = & = « « o o » « « = 196-283 7 - 39-32
Electlon OF OFFICEIS & v v « o v v 0 o o o+ o o & N £ 1 35
Review of national data pr009351ng capabllltles e v e v e o . 197-203 - 39-40
Report on the Statistical Training Programme for Africa in tﬁe ' B
context of national statistical organization and staffing . . . 204-243.  40-48
Progremme for tha improvement of price statisties'. . . . . . . 244-25 46-47
1982 Warld Programme of Industriai 3tatistics . . « « ¢ ¢ o . & 253-25% - ... 47-43
National accounts and related data, particularly in least '
developed and newly independent countries . . . . . . . . . . . 259-285 48-50
Report on other statistical activities and examination of R :
future WOTK PrOETEMTE « o aveis s an & oia s v o v o « ¢ o - 2662277 . . - 50+52
Other matters . « ¢ + ¢« v v o & o & 5 s o s + a 5 & & 2 + ¢ & 278-283 52.
DEMOGRAPHY COMMITTEE . . o v a0 o orw o ee o w0 = aoa o-v = 284-415 - 53-53
Election of officers N T T T R T R R S S 284 - 53
Requirements for population data and -analysis in , L - .
development planning . < o ¢ v 0 e w a e e e o a e s e 285+301 . 53-C20
Training and research in the population field in Africa . . . . 302-325 55-59
Report on activities of Lhe secretariat, 1980-1982 . 326-415 - 59-83



CONTENTS (continued)

STATISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHY {Joint committee meeting) .

Demography and related statistics: progress report on
the 1980 censuses, demographic surveys and civil
registration . . . . . . . . . . -

RESUMED PLENARY . . & ¢« v ¢« o v o o v ¢ 6+ o s s

Review of committee deliberations and summary of
main conclusions ¢ « « ¢ s s s 4 . . o6

Consideration of the draft provisional agenda for the
third session of the Joint Conference
Report of the Joint Conference to the ECA Conference
ofiMinisters . . . . &« &« ¢ s & ¢ ¢ 4 6 s s e o e
D. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS
I. ODraft resolution for submission through the Conference
of Ministers to the Economic and Social Council

II. Oraft resolutions for adoption by the ECA Conference
of Ministers

ANNEXES: Statutes of the "Institut de formation et de recherche

E/ECA/CM.8/22

Paragraphs

416-437

416-437

436-443

438-441

442

443

demographigues”

Statutes of the Regional Institute for Population Studies

Page
B4-67

B84-67

68-70

66

69-70

70



E/ECA/CM.B/22.

A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The second session of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and
Demographers was held at ECA headquarters, Addis Ababa, from 8 to 17 March 1882. - The
meeting was opened by. the Executive secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa.

2. The ssssion was attended by representatives of the following States members of
the Commission: Algeria, Benin, Burundi, the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon,
the Ganbia, Ghana, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, the Niger,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Swaziland, Togo, the United Republic of Camercon, the United -
Republic of Tanzania, Zaire and Zimbabwe.

3. The following States members of the United Mations were represented by observers:
Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, France, Italy, Sweden, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom and the United States of America.

4, There were representatives present from the Department of Technical Co-operation

for Development (TCD}, the Population Division, the United Nations Statistical Bffice,
the Economic Commission for Westem Asia (ECWA), the United Nations Industrial Develop-
ment Organization (UNIDO) and the World Fertility Survey (WFS).

5. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) were
represented. The session was attended by representatives of the following specialized
agencies: the Internaticnal Labour Organization (ILO), the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAQ), the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World
Bank., : ' '

B. The following inter-governmental bodies were represented: - African Development
Bank (ADB). Common African and Mauritian Organization (OCAM), Commonwealth Secretariat,
Customs and Economic Union of Central Africa (UDEAC), Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS), European Economic Community (EEC), Institut du Sahel,
Institute of Economic Development and Planning (IDEP), Organization of African Unity
(0AU),and the Permanent Inter-State Committee on Orought Control in the Sahel (CILSS).

7. Observers were present from the Centre Europeen de formastion des statisticiens
gconomistes de pays en voie de developpement (CESO), Paris, the East Afoioan Statistical
qu1n1ng_£entre.(E@STC], Dar-es-Salaam, Institut Africain et Mauricien de statistique et
d’sconomie a pliquee (IAMSEA}, Kigali, Instituf de formation et de recherche demographiques
(IFORDY, Institute of Statistics and Applied Cconomics (ISAE), Kampala, Munich Centre,

?;njch, Regional Institute for Population Studies (RIPS) and the University of Ibadan,
adan. : - '
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8. The South-West African People s Organization [SNAPD) was also represented.

8. - Mr. Daniel Baheblyanke (Burundi) was elected Chairman of the Joint Conference,
with Mr. Mitik Beyene (Ethiopia) and Mr. Boumati Mohammed (Algeria) as first and
second Vice-Chairmen and Mr. S.0. Omobomi (Nigeria) as Rapporteur.

B. AGENDA

10; On 8 March the Joint Conference adopted the following agenda:

Plenary sessian

1. Opening address

Z. Election of officers

3. Adoption of the agenda

4. Matters arising from the previous meeting

5. Technical assistance in planning, statistics and demography

b. Essentials of integrated development planning at natlonal level: selected topics

(a) Population trends and pOllClBS, their relatlonshlps to some aspects of
development and economic growth and their status in African development .
planning '

(b) Use of population data in development nlanning
(c} Measurement ‘and analysis of poverty in African countries
(d} The ECA statistical data base and its use for socio-economic analysis

(e) African Household Survey Capability Programme: Progress report and
examination of analytical requirements

{f) Design and applicability of 50010—econ0micrindicators in the African
context :

{g) Sectoral -projections

7. Common problems in institution- building in plannlng, StatlSthS and demography

Planning conmittee

8. Election of officers

9. Implementation of the Lagos Plan of. Action

10. Analysis and evaluation of the impact of tariff and nan-tariff protection on
industrialisation in Africa :

11. Institute for Economic Development and Planning

12, Progremme of work in development issues and policies

Statistics committee

13. Election of officers

14. Review of national data processing capabilities

15. Report on the Statistical Training Programme for Africa in the context of
national statistical organization and staffing

16. Programme for the improvement of price statistics
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17. 1983 World Programme of Industrial Statistics
16. - National accounts and related data, particulary in least developed and
" newly independent countiies -
19. Report on other statisticsl activitics end axamination of futurs work
i - ‘programme ' x

Demography committec

20. Election of officers

Z1l. Reguirements for populatlon data and analy51s in development planning
22. Training and research in the population field in Africa

23. Report on activities of the secretarist, 1980- 1982

4. Programme of work in population activities :

'StatistiCS‘end'dewugraphy (joint coﬁnittee'neeting) |

25, Demography and related statistics: progress report on the 1980 censuses,
: dcwog“aehlc surveys and civil registration

Resuwed plenary meeting

'28. Review of committee deliberations and summary of main conc1u510ns

Z27. {ther business :
28. Lonsideration of the dratt prsV1slonal agenda for the third session of the
¢ Joint forfer=nce :
29;'”R9port of the: d01nt Confersnce to the ECA ConFerence of Nlnlsters.

C. ACCEUNT o PROCE=ZDINGS

1. ”1ena y session

Upening address (item 1)

11. The session was opened by . Adebayo AdEdBJl, ECA Executive Secretary, who

- welcomed partlclnants and degscribel arrangsnents for the Joint Conference which were

intended to permit a more integrated dialogue between the three groups of officials
concerned ,

12.  He then brze?ly outllned African efforts which had led te the adoption of the Lagos
Plan of Action and internat ional meetings concerned with the progress of developing
‘countries. However, he rioted that the global economic situation and other factors had
so far prevented eny significant move towards a new international economic order. More
direct discussions bztween third-world countries were a necessary supplement to these
efforts but had al“e 1“1"[:'<:iuc:**|:i only limited results.

13. He ewphas1sed tha nced for Africans to have a good understandlng Df their own
situation in order to be able to negotlate successﬁully He said that the position was
becoming tlearer and, although the African region was diverse, its .countries had many
cormon charecterlstlcs and problems.
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14, To give more background to the deliberations of the Joint Confarence, he reviewed
the economic situation in the immediate past and prospects for the future. In 1981,
conditions in the regicn continued to reflect food shortages, drought, rising enery
costs, deteriorating terms of trade, chronic balance-of-payments deficits and mounting
external debts. There had certainly been no recent improvement in the living conditions
of African people and there had prabably been a setback in areas with poor harvests in

1881. Prospects for 1987 were little beiter.

15, He went on to examine the reasons why economic problems are worse in Africa than
in other developing regions. There were firstly external factors arising from economic
instability, recession and inflation in the West., Secendly there were domestic factors
relating to the narrow raige of African ‘primary export products, lack of interaction
between economic sectars, heavy dependence on agriculture, too much reliance on imported
goods and technology fnr capi‘al formation and very high population growth which would
make it increasingly difficult to provide Jobs for the growing labour force.

16. A third group of problems. identified by the Executive Secretary related to
economic policy. Those problems were of a complex nature and he confined his remarks
to a few examples drawn from agriculture. Attention was drawn to a number of
conflicting considerations affecting policies in respect of exchange rates, producer
prices, incentive to farmers and traders and government intervention in those areas.
17. In the light of those consideratiaons, Africa would in any case bte facing a
difficult situation at the present time but the position was worse than it should have
been because available resources had not been used effectively. Africa was the poorest
of the developing regions, as refiected in the high level of poverty, and available
indicators showed that the situation was worsening. Remedial action rested mainly with
individual countries, although regional and sub-regional economic co-operation could help.

18.  He then turned to the implications of African economic and social conditions for
the work of the Joint Conference. Planners, statisticians and demographers were the
three. groups of officials directly concerned with the problems mentioned above and it was
essential for them:to work in. ~ollesboration with sach aother. .

13.  The work of planning agencies was the basis for policy formulation and decision-
making. Those agencies had to be strengthened through the incorporation of analytical
capabilities and that had to be done in association with the statisticians and., ..
demographers. - Attention was drawn to egenda iters relevant to that requirement and to
the proposal for a new project on concepts and methods of planning in the light of the
Lagos Plan of Action. - S o ' ' ' ‘

20, With regard to the need for more and better statistics, he mentioned some of the
successful development projects already undertaken in that field but said that full use
was not being made of available resources. An Important consideration in achieving
appropriate priority for statistical activities was the development of stronger .
relationships between data producers and users. : | '
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2l1. He drew attenticn.to the equally important role of demographers in African
development. As the ultimate object of planning was to satisfy population needs, it
was essential for population variables tc be integrated in development planning as a
basis for establishing appropriate policies. .

2z« In conclusion he reiterated the need for efforts at national level in addition

to the regional and subregional work already being undertaken. In connexion with the
latter he mentioned progress in establishing economic groupings and the importance of
a network for the rapid distribution of information which was being developed through
the Pan-African Documentation and Information System. {PADIS).. Finally he warned that
the current interest in socio-esconomic indicators should not be seen as a substitute

for the establishment of comprehensive and effective national statistical systems.

- Matters arising from the previous meeting (item 4)

23. - A representative of the secretariat read a statement concerning the issues arising
from the last session of the Conference and from the other Conferences and meetings
related to the problems under consideration. The most important issue was the study of
a document on the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action, an action specifically
called for in Conference of Ministers resolution 405{(XVI). That study would have to be

- undertaken in the framework of the orientations given by the Committee for Development
Planning which had recommended that investments be increased in the rural sector and that
co-pperation between African countries should be strengthened through preferential trade
agreements, joint enterprises and other instruments. Also, the United Nations Statistical
Commission had at its last session held.in January 1981 particularly stressed the-
implementation of the World Progranmme of Industrial Statistics, and the development of

" energy statistics. It also gave its support to the programme concerning Household

Surveys, in which Africa had a pioneering role. L L

24. The Population Commission of the United Nations had held its last session from

26 January to.4 February, 1981, in New York. An internationsl population conference
was planned for: 1984, measures hacd been taken to pursue the implementation of the World
- Population Plan of Action, and resolutions submitted to the Economic and Secial Council
to that effect. Member States had been invited to take full cognisance of the connexion
between demographic variables and other development variasbles.

25. Ouring a brief discussion, one participant raised a question about the study of
the role of development banks which was to be presented to the session by the
secretariat. The secretariat informed the Conference that, owing to manpower and other
resource shortages, the study could not be completed. He added, however, that it was
still on the work programme of the Socio-Economic Research and -Planning Division and
that it would be presented to the meeting of the Conference of Ministers in 1983.

Technical assistance in pianning,'statistics and demography (item 5)

26, Document E/CN.14/PSD.2/1 was introduced by a representative -of both the United
Nations Department of Technical Co-operation for Uevelcpment (TCD)-and-United Nations
Statistical Office. The representative of TCD stressed the importance of the paper
in that, .unlike the previous reports, it combined technical assistance information not

orly on statistics but also on planning and population. —_—
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27. Out of a budget of $US134 million in project expenditures in 1980, allocations
to the three fields had been 18 per cent Yor statistics, 19 per cent for developwent
planning and 6 per cent for population. Africa (including North Africa) had the
largest share of 46 per cent of the total of technical co-operation projects among
the various regions. OTCD operated at three levels: country, interregional and
global, and co-operated with regional commissions such as ECA. Project expenditures
described in table 1 of the document for 1980 showed that a total of $U519, 367,000
had been spent on the three Flelds,

28. TCO, through its Developnent Advisory Services [DAS) helped Governnents to-
improve their planning capability in the areas of economic and social development
planning, long-term policies, planning and projections, development plannlng at the
national, subnational and multinational levels, short-term economic ferecasting and
the trainihg of personnel as well as technical co-operation among developing countries.
Examples in the latter field included institutional advisory and technical services
for the Organization for the Development of the Senegal Rlver and the Gambia Rlver
Developnent Drganlzatlon ‘

29. In the area of statistics, the United Nations Statistical Office provided
substantive support for technical co-operation progects for which TCD was’ responsible.
In Africa the programme consisted of country prnjects in population activity and civil
registration, general statistics and data processing as well as interregional efforts.
The interregional programmes currently comprised four projects: the shipping statistics
project, the international price comparison project, the computer software development
project and the natlonal household survey capablllty Programme .

3a. He suggested that the improvement of statistical capabilities of African countrles
should be considered as a continucus process in view of the "brain drain” from
statistical services to maintain the supply of statisticians for integrated development.

31. Furthermore, TCD, through the Population Programmes and Projects Branch, provided
assistance in demographic training, demographic analysis and population policy and
development planning. DOuring the period 1980-1981, the emphasis was towards developing
local institutional capabilities. But from January 1982 no more funds were available
from the block allocation for fellowships. The fact that funds for fellowships for
1880-81 were virtually all used up showed that a demand for training in demography
definitely existed in Africa.

32,  Apart-from training, assistance was being offered in the analysis of population
censuses and surveys. Sume 32 countries had benefited from such assistance. 1In‘all

19 advisers gave technical assistance in the evaluation and analysis of censuses and
surveys. In that regard a publication entitled "Demographic evaluation and analysis

of population census data: Aspects of technical co-operation”, which had been prepared
to help national analyses, had been distributed to many African countries.

33. Population policy and development planning were other areas of recent  TCD
assistance in Africa which he elaborated upon. . The ObJBCthB was to try to assess the
interrelationships between demographic phenonena and socio-economic, cultural and

- anthropological factors. Details of countries which were prov1ded assistance in those

areas were contained in the document presented by TCO.
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34.  The representative of the Statistical Office spoke on two main topics, namely
funding and substantive arsas. On funding, quite often the Office was requested to
provide comments on national country progrannes which should be submitted to the UNDP
Governlng Council and generally required to monitor and manage other projects included
in such country programmes. In many cases they contained no statistics projects. For
most national country programmes the projects the Office suggested were not accepted
because the UNDP 1ndlcat1ve planning figure for the country had already been fully
budgeted.

35. In view of that he suggested that statisticians should make every effort to know
when the country programme was being prepared and co-cperate with the planning ministries
which usually had the responsibility for including country projects in IPFs so that
statistical progects could be included. His Office realised that some countries might
have difficulty in identifying statistical areas of improvement for inclusion in their
country programmes. In such cases the Office and ECA would be willing to assist national
statistical offices in identifying areas of improvement of statistical infrastructures,
if requests were made as quickly as possible through their local UNDP offices. He

asked the countries represented at the meeting to (a) high-light areas of statistics in
which they needed improvement, e.g., national accounts, as that would help him in the
future when called upon to make comments about pFDJBCtS, and [b] prov1de evaluatlcns

of statistical projects whlch had been executed in thelr countrles. :

36.‘ It was noted by the TCD representatlve that the points ralsed in connexion with.
statistics were also applicable to projects in planning and population. He advised
partlclpants to bear them in mind when dlscu551ng the document on technical assistance.

37. In the discussion that Followed, some participants’ p01nted out that after the
implementation of projects that had been agreed upon by the United Nations had started,
financial problems caused the Organization unilaterally to make considerable reductions,
placing States before a fait accoqpll and at times not allowing them to make. the. hudgetary
arrangements required to conplete the projects. Participants also described the short-

- coming of the document as highlighting only p051t1ve elements of technical assistance

and not the difficulties.: For example, a comparlson of project expnndltures for two or
more years, rather than the one yéar given in the paper, could have been mare reveallng.
The document should also have attempted te explain the reason for the downward trend in
funds for progects and the delays beirg experienced wlth respect to requests for aid.

38. The docuwent was criticized for descrlblng only the range of assistance avallable
while being virtually silent on the present and future problems especially those
relating to finance. That approach might give false hopes to Governments. which. had
decided on their projects only to find 6ut later than there was no mongy. for their

- funding. Participants asked that the document be expanded to explain cuts. dn UNFPA
assistance and to suggest strategies to be taken to counteract the downward trend in
UNFPA funding for population activities.

39. Participants also suggested that planning experts should be trained in developlng
countries rather than in developed ones. A-call was made for the dlsaggregatlon of -
technical assistance to show how much of aid went to pay experts’ salaries and how:. . .
much was spent on the actual projects.  Attention was drewn to the fact that the
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budget devoted to experts' salaries was disproportionately high compared with other
items. Participants also complained about the suitability of some of the experts and
the fact that thay often reported for duty rather late, thereby delaying the
implementation of the prajects for which they were recruited. In that regard, it was
suggested that in as much as possible, experts should be recruited locally.

40.  One participant drew attention to past imbalance among the fields of planning,
statistics and population in the allocation of technical assistance, with a bias in
favour of population in the 1870s which had resulted in the supply of more demographers
than statisticians in many African countries. He observed that problems of data
processing which usually delayed past censUs results underscored the need for a broad
developmental approach to technical assistance because the services of statisticians
and data processing experts were very relevant to the work of demographers and vice
versa.

4l.  Various agencies and country representatives gave brief accounts of their work

in the area of technical assistance. The representative of France described the surrent
status and prospects of Franco-African co-operation in the fields of planning, -
‘statistics and demography. Such co-operation took on various forms; considerabls
permanent technical assistance (81 planners, statisticians and demographers serving in
22 States) support for training activities (25 French teachers in African statistical
schools), studies, research and publications on the methodology of surveys, planning,
demography and national accounts. The French Government had decided to take the Lagos
Plan of Action prepared by OAU as the basis for a new co-operation for development
policy between France and Africa. Accordingly, Franco-African co-operation in- planning,
statistics and demography should henceforth take the form of multi-year programmes

drawn up jointly with the States concerned.

42,  Similarly, the representative of the United States pave an account of .the various
fields of assistance from his country. Techniéal assistance could be received in field
missions of USAID in individual countries and also through the United Nations and the -
World Bank. He asserted that experts in the field of sample surveys, economic statistics,
population census, etc., from the International Statistical Programme Centre (ISPC)

of the United States Bureau of Census rendered assistance in census or survey planning
and implemenitation in such areas as population, agriculture, education and nutrition.

He told the meeting of the Bureau's development of computer software packages such as.
CENT, COCENTS, CENTS4 and CONCOR and intimated that ISPC was in the process of mounting

a feasibility study on micro computers. . :

43. The representatives of FAQ, WHO and ILO also gave an account of the.various

aspects of assistance which their organizations were offering to African countries in. .
the areas of project planning and execution, consultancy services, training, organization
of seminars/workshops, etc. ' ‘ _ : T

44. Reacting to the points raised, the TCD representative explained that it was not
possible to cover in the paper all the areas relevant to the topic. For lack of space,
the. coverage of the background paper was limited to United Nations technical assistance
activities in the areas of planning, statistics and demography. It was further
explained that the United Nations Department of Technical Co~-gperation for Development
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was primarily a technical, not a funding, organization. On the complaint by some

participants that projects in their countries were omitted from the list contained
in the paper, the representative of TCD explained that country projects were not

covered unless they were executed by TCD. Even for the projects covered the time
horizon was limited to only 1980 and 1981. '

45,  With regard to fipance, cuts had been brought about because of a decline in the
resources of UNFPA especially. He agreed, however, that where cuts were to be made
the affected countries should be duly informed. :

46. Expert selection was described as difficult since so few developing countries
would like to releass their best officials. In spite of that, however, it should be
possible for countries seeking the services of experts to make the best possible
selection since six or seven names were usually forwarded from which one was expected
to be selected. Besides, where the countries themselves could identify the experts
they needed, the agencies would try as much as possible to recruit them. Furthermore,
where national experts were available, there should be no need for.a request by the
country for a foreign expert. Some participants expressed concern over the unnecessary
bottlenecks betwsen the local UNDP Resident Representative and the United Nations
Headquarters in the recruitment of experts already identified who had expressed willing-
ness to assume duties at short notice. Finally, it was suggested that where experts
were found wanting in their performance, the countries should make reports to the
agencies which recruited them. ‘

Populztion trends and policies, their relationships to some aspect of development
and_economic_growth and their status in African development planning (item 6 (a))

47. Introducing background paper ST/ECA/PSD.2/2, a representative of the secretariat
explained that the rationale for the paper was the growing concern about the future of
the African region as depicted in the disturbing medium projections. of African
population trends during the 1870/:000 periecd. ;

48, Although some African countries had hot as yet declared any official policy on
population, some of them did so indirectly in their development plans. For those that
did so the plans revealed that too much attention was paid to the present size of
population rather than to such other characteristics as high fertility and declining
mortality, high proportion of children in the population and high growth rate of the
total and urban population. Further, only certain aspects of the population like
urbanization, labour force and the provision of education and health facilities were
given attention in the plens.

49, On the basis of the observed situation in the African region, he suggested that
development plans should take demographic changes in population size, age structure and
distribution into account. He identified eight demographic parameters which should be
integrated into the plans, namely the rate of growth of the population, projection of
future total population size, estimate of current/future working-age population, estimate
of current/future school-age population, and estimate of mortality and fertility.
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50.  Finally, in order to assist member States to integrate population variables into
their development plans, he suggested that the ECA secretariat should undertake, on a
regular basis, projections of the total population by aze and sex for each of its
member States, estimates of current/future levels of working and school-age
population, rate.of population growth, estimates of mortality and fertility as well

as a detailed analysis of the implications of them for each country. The secretariat
should alsc be involved on a routine basis in analysing the socio-economic correlates
of population changes as better data become available and thus provide useful guides
and inputs.for the development plans of the countries in the region.

51, In the discussion that followed, participants raised several questions, including
the following: :

(a) what kinds of demographic data were needed for planning and how reliable
they were; ' :

Lb]' Why the paper did not attewpt_anfasseSSment of the quality of demographic
data from the 1970 round of censuses as well as subsequent sample surveys since
projections could be undertaken only where fairly reliable data existed;

. (c) Why the paper did not discuss as well the progress of the 1980 censuses,
demographic surveys and civil registration;

(d) ' why the section on correlates of economic_and population growth emphasized
a decrease in fertility; : .

(e) Why a decrsase in poﬁulation‘grqwth,retEiwas a-désirablé planning target;

‘ . (f) How reliable the infonmation contained in the paper was and why the paper
was. not -concerned with how to get reliable demogrephic dats far effective planning.

52. In responding to those questions, the secretariat observed that most of the issues
raised by those questions were being handled in other papers {agenda items 6(b), 21 and
25). Besides, it was not possible to cover all the points raised in one single paper.
In particular, the focus of the paper was the apparent inconsistency between the
population policies in some of the States and observeq populatinn trends. The question,
then, was what inputs could be incorporated into more viable population policies for
those States. This latter point underlined the discussion on the correlates of
economic and population growth. Finally, the secretariat explained that, using == .
available data the paper attempted to suggest correlates of population growth component
at the regional level merely as a guide to similar analysis at the national level,

since it was not possible to discuss all the countries one by one in a paper of that

naturse. .

53.  Concluding the discussion, the Conference agreed that the paper should be further
examined at the Committee stage. ,
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Use of population data in development planning (item 6(b))

54. A representative of the secretariat introduced the paper on the use of population
data in development planning, document ST/ECA/PSD../3. The secretariat noted that
during the early post-independence periocd, the non-incorporation of population data in
the plans of most African countries had been due to lack of relevant data as. well as
lack of trained personnel to handle such population variables in planning. However,

at present many countries had data available from censuses or surveys or from both of
those sources and that some African nationals had been trained in data collection and -
analysis. Although some population data were available, such data were not systematically
used in the over-all development planning process. It was pointed out that among the
reasons for that situation was the lack of appreciation by policy-makers, planners and
the general population of the importance of population variables in development planning.

55.  The paper:then attended to some of the actions required to improve the integration
of population variables in development planning. Such actions included improvement in
the availability of populaticn data, training of planners in how to integrate.
population variables in planning, constant dialogue among policy-makers, planners,
statisticians and dempgraphers, as well as the adoption of relevant population policies
which would enhance socio-ecaonomic development. The paper further elaborated on the
population and related data required for primary education, health and housing planning
and how to use such data. The secretariat drew the attention of participants to the.
fact that the illustrations cortained in the paper on the use of population data were
meant to provide a general framework and that each country would have to make its own
modification in the light of its circumstances. S

56.  In the discussions which followed, participants stressed that the secretariat had
not had sufficient time for indepth research on that project. Certain points in the - :
document were controversial, such as the reference to Mathusian theory and the R
hypothesis that neglect of demographic factors was responsible for the failure. of most
of the development plans drewn up in the region. Participants were sorry that.. .-
demographic factors had been viewed from the constraint angle only and not as resources
in relation to self-sufficiency in food, etc. '

57. On the argument as to whether population should be seen as constraint or asset

to development,: a few participants wondered’ why population should not be regarded as a
given fact and then countries introduce innovations which used dynamic planning to take
care of the circumstances as they existed. In that regard, the question was asked as
to why a teacher/pupil ratio of 1:40 should be retained if the situation called for a

ratio of -1:807

58.  Participants also called for an elaboration on the definition of population
policies as used in the paper. They rejected the view of the paper which tended to
define population policies as syncnymous with limitations on population growth. On

the causes of population.changes, it was felt that the paper should have given more
emphasis to migration particularly in the Szhel countries. Finally, some participants
disputed the accuracy of the data contained in the paper in relation to their countries.
They described some of the data as either wrong or out-of-date. Similarly, the WHO -
representative told the Conference that more up-to-daté data on health was available
with his organization.
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58. By way of elaboration, the FAQ representative informed the Joint Conference of
the work done by his organization on poywlation in relation to agriculture. Documents
were available at FAC headquarters.

60.  Replying to some of the points raised, the representative of the secretariat

told the Conference that, having regerd to the length of the paper, it was not possible
to cover all the important aspects of pop ilation. He assured participants that the
omission of the othar areas From tha paper ¢id not imply that such areas were not
important. On the coverape of the data in some of the tables in the paper, he
‘explained that what had been daone wes merely te provide a general framework and that

it was expected that participents would uss it as a guide for filling the gaps in
respect of their respective courtidies after considering their needs and circumstances.

6l.  Several delegates exprossed conmeern that the orientation in the paper was to
view rapid population growth as a ranstraint to development. The secretariat
explained that the paper had souzht tg relate reputation size, structure and growth
to development planning in various sactors of the economy. :

62.  On the issues of definitiong. the secretariat explained that the paper did net
offer any definition of population policies. Neither did it equate population pelicies
with the curtailment of population growth. The secretariat however drew attention to
possible types of population policies on rural-urban migration, fertility, mortality,
etec. o ‘ : ‘

63. The Conference tosk note of the paper and requested the secretariat to improve
its quality in the light o+ the corments made during the discussions.

Measurement and analysis of poverty in African countries (ifeﬁﬁé(c)]

64.  Introducing document ST/ECA/PSD.Z/4 the secretariat drew. attention to problems
in applying the poverty line corcep® and suggested that poverty could be examined mere
gffectively in the context of the tontinuing data collection, processing and analysis
being organised under the Afric:iy Household survey fCapability Programme. Income and
expenditure, labour force and demogiaphic surveys were specially relevant in that

connexion. It was furthsr suggested that poverty should not-nermally be the subject
of special surveys tecause its analysis required a broad range-of data which could

be obtained more readily from continuing survey programmes.

65.  In general, the conclusions presented in the document were écceptable to the
Joint Conference and most of the corments related to additional relevant
considerations. -

66. Attention was drewn to the considerable interest of the'relationship between
employment and poverty. In that connexion it is necessary to take into account the
time dimensions for measuring incoms and labgur-force parnticipation. Income data
normally related to a complete year, wheress that of labour force covered.much
shorter periods. As a result it was sonetires preferable to use expenditure data
rather than income in order to ensure becter comparability. - : o
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67. It'was further pointed ocut that income from employment concerned individuals

and, whers. incorporated in total bousehold income, some information-relevant to poverty
analysis was lost. In cannexion with the suggested list of variables in the annex

of the paper it was. noted that soms could be regarded as both a cause and effect of
poverty. . In planning an ana1y51s it was nacessary to take that 1dent1¥1cat10n
prﬂblen11nte account :

66. Another conment dealt. w1th the problem of using poverty ana1y515 in deterwunlng
the population groups to which remedial policy measures should be applied. Although
adequate indicators of -poverty could bg obtained, their use in evaluatlng the extent
of poverty was necessarily arbitrary. : : ;

69. It was Felt that it ought not always be wise. to -assume that all members of the
same household -had the same level of living. Variations could ocecur, particularly
when there were changes in employment, but they were usually of a short-term nature.
In connexion with community-level variables, it was noted that the utilisation of
serv1ce¢, etc., was as important as thEIP avallablllty. :

70. - Regardlng the definition DF income to be used in poverty analysis it was suggested
. that, in addition to both cash' income and the wslue of household production for-its own
use, net transfers should: be included. There was some doubt about whether income

should be the only classificatian in poverty analysis. Poverty had a variety of causes
and the object of.the analysis was te.determine policies which would remedy them.
Additional classifications might therefore need to be intreoduced. Requirements in

that connex1on had recently become clearer through work on 5001al accountlng matrlces

71..  For the purpose of comparing the 1nﬁ1dence-of pnverty between countries it was:
noted that-purchasing power parities needed to be taken into account. - In addition:
poverty had to be examined on a multidisciplinary basis and the work should include
planners and other groups of people in addition teo statisticians. In reply to a
final-question it was noted that the title of the ddcument referred to the methodology
for measuring ancd analysing poverty appropriate tc the African. region and did not
imply any difference from other parts of the world in the criteria for evaluatlng
poverty :

The ECA statistical_data base and its use for socio-sconomic analysis (item 6(d)}

72. A representative of the secretariat introduced dacument ST/ECA/PSD.2/5 which
dealt with a statistical data base for ECA and its utilization for socioc-economic
analyses. The following were the main functions of the statlstlcal data base being
developed at ECA: .

(2) To develop an.integrated source of statistical data for observing the
economic and: social 1life of African countries and for asssssing their economic
situation at any given time;

{(b) To make the‘data stored available to the various divisions of ECA in
order to .enable them to base thair work on substantial and accurate information:and

{c) To publish the rata in the form of films, publications and compufer tapes
for outside users.
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73.  He indicated that the data base would be organized at three levels. Under
level I, each African country would have a certain amount of key statistical data
giving a rapid economic and social picture of the country. Level II, which would be
established on the basis of existing files at ECA, would cover the major areas of
statistics. The main objective of that lavel was to provide exhaustive information
on each member country. Level IIT would be mainly concerned with analyses, including
time series, in such areas as national accounts. Data at that level would also be
available for all the complex calculations required for economic modelling.

74.  The data base would be a computerized system for processing macro-data in all’
fields of statistics. It should also include meta-data, i.e., data related to the
files themselves. In the long run, it was planned to expand the system to embrace

the whole PADIS network in order to give countries access to the computars which would
be installed at subregional centres and connected to ECA's central computer. ‘

75.  The data base, by the nature of data stored in it, could be used for socio-
economic analyses such as national accounts, input-output tables, economic indicators,
socio-economic models and specialized analyses of the sectoral type. The statistical
data base project was part of the PADIS (Pan-African Documentation and Information
System) -project which was intended to facilitate the flow of documentary, bibliographical
and factual information among African countries. The base could not be established
without taking into account several varied constraints affecting the statistical
machinery of member countries. The relative impact of those constraints would
undoubtedly influence the effectiveness and quality of the base. ‘

76.  During the discussions that followed, the importance of ECA’'s statistical data
base as a tool which would enable member States to publish promptly statistical data
related to their economic and social development was stressed. However, it was noted
that two major problems namely, the partial or total lack of data and the reliability
of such data, might affect the quality and effectiveness of the base. 1In that regard,
ECA was requested to spare no effort to assist member countries to strengthen their
statistical machineries. o

77.  Comments were made on the planned contents of the base, particularly on the
effectiveness of aggregated data such as national accounts for sectoral planning. In
that connexion the need to incorporete. into the data base micro-data which could be

of particular importance for certain specialized analysis was stressed. The importance
of having data on manpower skills included in the base was also stressed. ' .

78.  The need for close co-operation between ECA and the United Nations specialized
agencies with respect to the provision of data for the base was also mentioned. In
response, it was reported that the United Nations agencies (IMF, the World Bank, FAD,
WHO, etc.) were supplying ECA with statistical data pertaining to their specialized
functions and that conscious efforts had been made to avoid any overlapping.

79. Finally, the problem of liaison between the member countries and the data base
was raised. It was pointed out that, pending the expansion of the system, the
processing of series and the issue of publications were the only way the countries
could have access to the base.
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African Household Survey Capability Programme: Progress report and
examination of analytical reguirements (Item 5(e)) '

B80. For the discussion of this ditem, the Joint Conference had before it three
documents: Progress report on the African Household Survey Capability Programme
(AHSCP) and an examination of its analytical requirements (ECA/ST/PSD.2/6), Report
of the Working Group on Organization, Content and Methodology of Household Surveys
{ECA/ST/PSD.2/7) and Report of the Seminar on Household Surveys (ECA/ST/PSD.2/8).

8l. In his cpening remarks, the Co-ordinator of the National Household Survey
Capability Programme (NHSCP) indicated that the enthusiastic reception of AHSCP by
the countries of Africa fully reflected their growing realisation of the need to
establish a national household survey capability for producing interconnected
statistics on a recurrent basis in support of development planning and programme
implementation. A number of countries viewed their AHSCP projects as an.instrument .
not only for initiating new survey activity but also for better co-ordinating, and
rendering more effective, their ongoing activities. Tt was also stressed that AHSCP
was eminently cost-effective for the participating countries, the intemational
agencies and the donor community. The Programme provides an umbrella for donors to
co-ordinate or 'to pool the resources they provided for survey activities in the
countries. Tnat feature was particularly timely in view of the prevailing difficult
financial conditions in the world.

82.  To-date 33 project proposals had been formulated including 14 in Africa, fallowing
requests by Governments. The response of the developing countries in terms of assigning
their own resources to their survey programmes had been most impressive. Generally,
countries had been willing to meet a predominant share of the cost of their survey
progranmes. While much of those were rescurces already available in the country for
survey activities which Governments agreed to co-ordinate within the NHSCP framework,

a considerable amount related to new resources which Governments agreed to cover on

an increasing scale, with the ultinate;objectiveroF attaining self-reliance.

83._ “While one couldnot expect- that the external resources for all of the approved
project proposals would be found guickly, the response of donors, in particular
bilateral donors; had been slower than expected. Todate full financing of ths
external requirements had been substantially secured for five countries, including
two in Africa, mainly from multilateral sources. In another 11 countries, including
eight in Africa, survey activities had either begun on partial: funding, ar prospects
in the foreseable future were judged to be promising. The immediate challenge ahead
was to find ways and means of enlarging and quickening the flow of funds and resources
for those country projects and athers that were about to be finalised. To meet that
challenge successfully the national planners of the countries concerned, as well as
the statisticians had an important role to play to ensure that their country projects
received the priority they deserved. It was also indicated that a meeting of donors
and others was planned to take place in Geneva in June. While not a pledging meeting,
it was cdnsidered that the mesting would have an important bearing on the future course
of the programme. ‘ ‘ ‘



E/ECA/CM. 8/22
Page 16

84. Finally, the Co-ordinator indicated that NHSCP was a Progremme of the entire -
United Nations system and the role of the specialised agencies and the regional
commissions in its implementation was vital. In that connexion he stressed the
importance of maintaining, and as necessary strengthening, the AHSCP advisory team
located in the Statistics Division of ECA.

85. In the ensuing discussion the following issues were raised: programme
implementation, external financial assistance, priorities, user-producer dialogue,
cost of surveys, training, data processing, analysis of survey data and the
continuation of the regional advisory service of AHSCP. :

86.  In connexion with programme implementation, the Joint Confersnce took note of
the efforts being made by the United Nations Statistical Office, the specialised
agencies and ECA to assist in the implementation of the programme. It was observed
that the national programmes formulated so far allowed for flexibility in their
operation. It was emphasised that NHSCP provided a framework which could be used
for various levels of implementation—from the very modest to the rather ambitious.

87. Some concern was expressed by participants. about the delay in mobilising
resources for the implemantation of the programmes already drawn up in the partici-
pating countries of the region. It was pointed out that over all the proportion of
external assistance required was relatively modest in comparison with the total cost
of the programme. However, that assistance was significant and in most cases
critical for the success of national survey programmes. Participants stressed that
the programmes were of crucial importance for national development planning and
monitoring. If no financial assistance was available the programmes could not be
fully implemented in the five years indicated in individual country programme
proposals. Modifications of the programmes would have to be undertaken in such cases
to match the limited resources available, with serious adverse repercussions on
national planning and monitoring. Reference was also made to the need for donors

to finance projects in a more co-ordinated fashion. Some participants felt that, in
the absence of external assistance, the concept of collective self-reliance implicit
in the Lagos Plan of Action should be applied. The Co-ordinator of NHSCP suggested
that some of the problems in securing finance from donors could be due to lack of
awareness on the part of the dorors of the impertance the countries attached to the
survey programme and that as such awareness grew resource support would no doubt be
forthcoming especially in view of the opportunities NHSCP provided for either pooling
resources to assist African countries, or at least establishing a framework for
co-ordinating the allocation of such resources.

88. = With respect to priorities, many participants stressed that their Governments

had demonstrated the high priority that they attached to the household survey capability
programme by inviting missions to formulate project proposals and also by submitting
these proposals to donor agencies on a priority basis within country.progremmes. The
Co-ordinator of NHSCP indicated that, although over all the high degrse of priority
attached to NHSCP was most impressive, generalizations about each individual country

in the Programme were not possible. It was stressed by a representative of one of

the donor countries that the priority attached to the Programme by countries should

be shown clearly when formulating their aid programmes.
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83.  The next question discussed related to user-producer dialogue. It was
recalled that in the Report of the Working Group on the Organizafion, Content and
Methodology of Household Surveys, it had been sugpested thet there was need for
continuous collaboration betwesn data producers and users throughout the survey
operations. In that connexion the secretariat stressed that the programme was for
users and planners especially and that the process of collaboration sheuld be a
continuaus one, not only at the stage of propramme formulation.

90.  Various comments were made with respect to cast. It was stressed that the
statement on cost was meaningful only.in terms of the purposes and output of the
survey. In relation to substantive progranmes, for which data from the surveys
were important not only for implementation but also for monitoring, the cost of
surveys, was small. NHSCP was also cost-effective and was much preferable to the
system of ad hoc surveys which did not produce integrated demographic, social and
economic data and was at the same time more expensive to run. :

91.  Many participants felt that training of all levels of personnel for the
implementation of NHSCP should be stressed. ECA was requested to prepare a ,
progress report on training in survey management and methodology. In its reply, .

the secretariat’ indicated that AHSCP was conceived as being made up of three
components: national projects, training and the regional component. The two. -
Working Groups on Organization, Content and Methodology of Household Surveys

convened in October 1973 and June-July 1981 together with the Seminar on Household
Surveys held in September 1981 were elements in the training programme for AHSCP,

The next phase would involve training workshops at which specific technieal problems
encountered or likely to be encountered in the Implementation of the programme would
be discussed. The secretariat also stressed that the question of training would be
examined in greater detail by the Statistics Committee under agenda item 15 (Report on
the Statistical Training Programme for Africa in the context of national statistical
organization and staffing). In connexion with training, the representative of the ILO
referred to conceptual difficulties in relation to the labour force and indicated

that new recommendations on concepts, definitions and classifications of employment,
unemployment and underemployment would be formulated at the International Conference
on Labour Statistics scheduled to be held in Octaber 1982. He also indicated that

the ILO would prepare a manual on labour force surveys which would be useful in the
context of training for the implementation of NHSCP.

82, The next question discussed was data processing. Hardware and software problems
were outlined. The secretariat indicated that it had recommended the use of manual -
summaries in addition to the tables to be generated by electronic data processing.
However, very few countries had followed that recommendation with the result that
information for surveys was not usually available in time. Contacts had also been
made with the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany for the provision of the
services of a regional adviser in data processing for household surveys. Approval
had been given in principle but negotiations were still under way to identify a
suitable candidate. It was also stressed in that context that micro-computers were
changing the situation by making data processing .equipment available at very low cost
and for use by non-programmers, which could have an impact on survey data processing.
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93. With respect to survey data analysis, there was general agreement with the view
expressed by the Seminar on Household Surveys that statistical offices should under-
take analy515 of survey data either by themselves or in collaboratlon with other
agencies.

94.  Finally the Joint Conference endorsed the continuation of the AHSCP reglonal
advisory service and emph351sed the role that ECA should play in backstopping
national programmes.

Design and appllcablllty of 50010 economlc 1ndlcators in the African
context (item B{f))

85. Discussions were based on the document entitled: "0851gn and appllcablllty
of socio-economic indicators in the African context” (ST/ECA/PSC.2/9). A member of
the secretariat recalled that the subject of indicators was one on which
considerable research and litersture existed. The document submitted by the
secretariat was intended to serve as a framework for the discussion of the problems
involved inindicator design under African conditions and was not therefare an N
exhaustive study of the question. The issue was not new to the. Con?erence, since a
document on social indicators had been submitted to the first session and the current
session had examined the paper entitled: “The measurement and ana1y51s of poverty
under African conditions” (ST/ECA/PSD../4) which dealt with similar isstes. The
present document however concerned itself with the whole range of socio-economic
1ndlcator3 and not only 5031a1 ‘indicators.

96. The representaulve of the secretariat stated that there was a lot of confu51on :
abouti the definition of indicators which were in some appllcatlons treated as S
indirect measurements of socio- econamic variables, while in other applications ordinary
statistics were used. For that reason it seemed necessary to look for an operatlonal
deFlnltlon Of 1ndlcators whlch would help to resolve the confusion.

97. In the Afrlcan context “the paper considered that there were some areas. of
consensus among African countries on the basic characteristics, objectives and
factors of development as exemplified by the Lagos Plan of Action and that had
facilitated the definition of the most important variables to be measured. Among
those: variables were the familiar ongs describing levels of living and output, with
emphasis on the measurement of skilled manpower, social changes associated with
industrialization, etc. A key consideration was also the availability and tha.
guality of statistical data.  Their limitaticns wers well known but nevertheless it
was still possible to bu11d useFul indicators nrov1ded that necessary precautlcns ,
were taken, , o

98. The secretarlat had thus proposed in the paper a list of indicators coverlng the
major categories of variables considered important for ‘Africa. The list was not to be
taken .as official and definitive. It had bsen constructed as an illustration of what
could be done, and to serve as a starting point for further research. It. was necessary
that research. be undertaken at the country level to develop 1ndlcator systems su1ted

to planning in their respectlve 01rcunstaﬁces :
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99, The representative of the United Nations Statictical 0ffice elso informed the
Conference of the work being carried out by his Office on indicetors. He referred

to the.document entitled: “Towards a system of demographis statistics”
(ST/ESA/STAT/Sr.i/18) and omphasiced the recessity for sound statistice in order
to design good indicators. He also called for intemational co-operatiaon and .
co-ordination in that endeavour 50 as to avoid duplication of efforts and to minimise
the burden of understaffed national statistical agencies.’ o

100. The representatives of FAD and WHO alsa informed the Conference of the work being
carried out by their respective organizations in the field of indicators. In particular
FAD was engaged in an exercise to develop socio-sconsmic indicators suitable for
monitoring agrarian reform and rural development in Africa. WHO had developed a system
of indicators for health in the framework of its plen for bringing health facilitises
within the reach of the majority of Africens by the year 2000. The re-resentative of
CILSS informed the Conference that the Sahel rountries had tried to use the PQOLI
(Physical Quality of Life Index) which however had proven to be unsuitable for their
needs and that they were now working on the development of better indicators. He
invited the ECA secretariat to taks part in the project and provide the nscessary
assistance. Participants generaslly commended the secretariat for the high quality of
the paper submitted. They also raisad several questions. Some participants for
instance argued that the lack of statistical data prevanted the building of indicators
in the required way and wondered whether the data situstion in most African countries
could support the ranpe of indicators suggested in the paper. Thav also noted that
indicators would vary according to the development concent of each country. Some

other participants corpretulated the secretarist for integrating sccial and economic
-variables and fc. liaiing the selection of indicators to the conceptual framework
chosen for developrent, and especially for taking into account activities which had
bzen neglectes in the past like women's activities. They stressed howsver that the
classification of veriables had to be revised to take care of overlaiping and wrong
classification. ' ' '

101. Some areas of omission wore also idertified. They included indicators on trade,
utilization of human resources as opnoses to trainine, dagrae of food shortage, the
degree cf participation of citizens in dgcision-reking, oisaggrecation of GNP to
reflect household inzeme and consumgtion, otc. One participant asked to know the pan-
African concept of development on which the indicators wers based and ohserved that o
specific link betwsen such a concept and the selection of the indicatées was lacking.
Also he queried whether the paper iiplied that African countries ware to imitste
Western development: strategies. The fact that the indicators were not disaggregatec!
to reflect regional distribution in each country was criticised by participants-who
felt that dver-agzresation could he misicading and distort the actual conditions in the
rural areas. It was further proposed that the selection ot indicators be handled by a
working group which would report to the next session of tha Conference and present it
with specific recommend-tions on indicator systems for African countries. Finally,

one participant doubted the accuracy of the dats presented for his country in the paper.
He promised to make availsble to the sescretariat more accurate data.

102, The secrcteriat noted thet the remirks ot the international agencies underlined
the need for rore extensive collaboration. It assured CILSS of its readiness to
Co~operate with it in its indicator project within the limits of the ECA budget. On
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the list of indicators, the secretariat assured the Confersnce that the proposal was
provisional and was subject to revision in the light of the discussions. As for the
concept of development underlying the system, the secretariat informed the Conference
that the document did not attempt to evolve any pan-African perspective of
development. What had been done was just to look for areas of consensus among
African States in order to build a minimal system.- It was clear that such a minimal
system would have to be adapted by each country in the framework of its own approach
to development and its own needs. On the question of classification, it was stressed
that since the subject was multidisciplinary, indicators could not be classified into
universally accepted headings. It would also be difficult to avoid overlapping in
some cases. The recommendation to convene a working group to draw up a8 more
comprehensive list of socio-economic indicators of relevance for the African continent
was accepted. : :

Sectoral projections (item 6(g))

103. Item 6(g)} was referred to the Planning Committee for consideration,

Common problems in institution-building in planning, statistics
and demography (item 7)

104. 1In introducing background paper ST/ECA/PSD. /11 on common problems in institution-
building in planning, statistics and demography, the representative of the secretariat
said that, although the document was a brief one, the issues it discussed were very
important, adding that the need for multinational institutions hac been recognized by
ECA from the very outset and the African Jevelopment Bank and the African Institute

for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP) had been among the first institutions
sponsored by ECA. He explained that there were two kinds of multinational institutions,
those created as such by African Governments and those which started as national
institutions and subsequently become multinational.

105. While some institutions were successful, others were not and two reasons were
advanced for that state of affairs: lack of political support in the form of membershin
and lack of financial support in the form of contributions.

106. The representative of the secretariat then reported on the expansion of back-
stopping serviczes provided by ECA and the proposals of the second meeting of the
Conference of the Chief Executives of ECA-Sponsored Regional and Subregional
Institutions. Those proposals, which were aimed at alleviating the problems of
regional institutions, included the establishment of a buffer fund to which the
institutions would make initial contributions and steps that would enable the
institution to become better known and thus obtain more political and material
support from African countries,
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107. During the discussion, additional problems facing multinational institutions
were raised, namely failure to identify viable sources of continuous funding at the
time institutions were conceptualized, gradual loss of the active relevance of the
institutions and loss of contact with active bureaucrats in the countries themselves.
The undesirability of automatic membership of the relevant regional institutions
was stressed as well as the inappropriateness of establishing a consolidated budget
and the use of country IPFs to pay contributions to institutions. It was also
pointed out that African countries needed to be fully briefed on the institutions
and the bensfits they could derive from them if they were to be persuaded to

commit funds for such institutions. Further the possibility of using the
facilities of institutions on payment of fees without becoming a member State was
also referred to. ‘

108. Participants welcomed the introduction of a consolidated biennial report in
respect of the institutions and expressed the need for more publicity to ensure that
they were given due consideration when national budgets were prepared. Some
representatives wondered why no nentlon had been made of ISAE (Makerers) and £ASTC
(Dar-es-Salaam).

108. Partlclpants then suggested that the secretariat should inter alia review all
the multinational institutions: prepare a full list of institufions: indicate what
each State stood to gain from each institution; consider the possibility of duplication
in the activities of the institutes particularly with respect to the production of
demographers or more broad-based statisticians: indicate which should be scrapped or
consolidated: and examine the problems facing multinational 1nst1tut1ons and how
they were being solved.

110. In reply, the representative of the secretariat said that there was a very
detailed paper prepared by the Chief Executives of ECA-Sponsored Institutions for
submission to the Conference of Ministers and the Lagos Plan of Action had alco
gxamined the praoblem. IOEP, IFCRD and RIPS were members of the Conference of Chief’
Executives of ECA-Sponsored Institutions: however, at the time of writing, the
existing multinational institutions in the area of statistical training had ceased
to be regional. All suggestions made during the session would be taken into account
by the secretariat in its activities with respect to ECA-sponsored institutions.

111. Following the explanations of the secretariat it was resolved that an
independent commission should be set up to look into the functions, organization A
and structure of existing multinational institutions with a view of rationalization,
relating to actual and current issues. It was explained that EASTC (Dar-es-Salram)
and ISAE (Makerere) had become dereglonallsed with the break-up of the East African
Community.

112. The position with respect to EASTC (Dar-es-Salaam) and ISAE (Makerere) is the
legal one arising from control of their operations by only the host Governments
since the break-up of the East African Community and the University of East Africa.
However the host and user countries of the two institutions had continued to regard
them as regional from the operatlonal point of view. New arrangements were baing
made to make both centres reglonal in the legal sense,through joint sponsorship by
a nurber of countries,

113. The Joint Confersnce recommended that the Statistical Training Programme for
Africa (STPA) centres should participate in the Conference of Chief Executives of
ECA-Sponsored regional and Subregional Institutions. To that end, the centres should
be represented by the current chairman of their biennial meeting of directors.
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Z. Planning Committee

114, The Committee elected Mrs, Elizabeth Tankeu (United Republic of
Cameroon) as Chairpersen, Mr. Joseph Mugore {Zimbabwe)] and Mr. Isselmon
Ould Mohamed (Mauritanial as first and second vice-chairmen respectively
Mr. Michel Kamane (Guinea) was elected fapporteur.

115. The Planning Committee considered the agenda items allocated t0 
it by the plenary session of the Joint Conference. {items & (g), 8, 9,
10, 11 and 12)}. : o

Sectoral projections - Some basic approaches (item B(gl])

116. A representative of the secretariat introduced document ST/ECA/PSD.2/10
entitled "Sectoral orojections: Some basic appreaches”. He pointed out

that the -study hao pbeen prepared in response to the recommendations of

the first session of the Joint Conference relating to .the development

of tools capable of assisting in ths analysis of the structures of African
gcanomies and hence in the technical elaboration of development plans.

He also indicated that the study was complementary to the macro economic
projection 8 presented to the first session of the Joint Conference.

117. He then defined the objectives of multi-sectoral analysis in the -
African context pointing out the importance of such analysis for African
countries in their effort to make structural changes in theilr economies .
at the levels of production and demand. He then explained the proposed
six methodologies and their application to the six countries emphasizing
that the criteria of choosing the countries were not exclusive,

118. He first described the.closed growth model in which. sectoral value
added was determined from a structure of sectoral investment allocation

and from sectoral capital: co-efficignts. The model, which distinguishad
two categories of sentors (consumption goeds and capital goods), had been
applied -to Ethiopia for an analysis of a scenario of self-sustained growth.

118, The second analytlcal tonl related. to a aisaggregated macra- ecnnnmetric
model in which the principal socio-economic activities were detailed in
econometric relationships so as to determine their impact on the economy

as a whole. Such an approach could be used for analyzing and planning

those economies where intersectoral relations were not recorded like in
Benin, to which the model had heen applied.

120. In the static input-output model, sectoral gross outputs were de-
termined from sectoral final demand which, in turn, was obtained by use
of econometric technigues. The application of that analytical tool to
Algeria had shown that it could constitute a valuable approach to the
sectoral elaboration of a development plan as well as for sectoral pro-
duction and employmsnt p01101es, o :

121. 1In second varlant of the-abovse model the model had an interaction
between final demand and production which were determined simultaneously
rather than independently. That approach had been used by the secretariat
to analyse the revised development plan of Kenya for 1979-1883.
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122. The secretariat representative also presented the input-putput’ - o
dynamic model developed for Nigerialon the basis of certaln assumptions

of the fourth development plan. The 1interesting aspect of that analytical
tool was that investment was no more exogeneous but determined &t the

same time as gross sectoral production and employment. The last model

in contrast to the preceding ones, presented the advantage nf taking into
account the population variable for the determinascion of consumption and
also took into account prices. That analytical tool had been applied to’
Morocco on an experimental basis.

123. The representative of the secretariat concluded by underscoring

the necessity of deve'loping statistical data especially for input-output
tables. He algso refarred to the limitations of the different models,
pspecially the static natures of the technical co-efficients of the input-
output tables the absence of prices, balance of payments and mgnetary
variables in most of the models-:.

124, In the course of the discussion, several participants congratulated
the segretariat for the work it had accomplished and in particular for
having undertaken the multisectoral studies which were nacessary for the
sectoral study of African economies with a view to their transformation.
In that respect, they made specific recommendations which are outllned

in the annex to the report of the plannlng committee.

125, Some participants,however, pointed to some inadequacies and limita-
tions of the presented multisectoral models, especilally the absence of. -
demographic variables, the lack of change in technical co-efficients and
the limited nature of input-cutput tables which did not take into account
the relations - often markedly important - between the medern and in-
formal sectors. The models should have incorporated optimality conditions
especially by taking into account the constraints on the factaors of pro-
duction and on extermal and internal resource deficits.

126. The representative of UMCTAD pointed out that the sectoral analysis
study constituted a picneerinz wcrk in the Tield of model building. He
called on the secretariat tc continue the 1mportant work by including in
the models variables relating to prices, balance of payments and monsy.
He finally expresses the _nterest of UNCTAD in colilliaborating with the

ECA secretariat in that Ffield.

127. The representative of the secretariat thanked the participants for

st

their encouragement and relevant comments, especially faor the recommendations

made in respect of improving the work, He pointed out that, while some
models could be used to determine emplaoyment resquirements, it was important
to develop more analyticzl tools incorporating other demographic variables.
He added that the ongoing work in the secretariat on socio-economic in-
dicators would contribute towerds such imprevement. The work would be
continued in an effort to take into account technclegical shange in the
structure of producticon and employment, :
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Implementation of Lagos Plan of Action (item 8(a))

126, The CTommittee first of all considered the document entitled

"The implementatian o6f the Lagos Plar of Action~ (ST/ECA/PSD.Z2/12 -
E/CN.14/TPCW/11/13/R@V.1); In reply to a question, the secretariats of
the CAU and ECA confirmed that they hadt collaborated in revising the
document in accordance with paranruph 3 of ECA Conference of Ministers
resoglution 405(XVI}.

128, In introducing the document, the representative of the secretariat
informed the Committee that the document urnder discussion had been sub-
mitted at the request of the Conference of Ministers at its meeting held
in Freetown in April 1881 contained in resolution 4G5(XVI) so that the
document could bé improved or awended before its submission to the Council
of Ministers and Assembly of Heads of State of QAU.

130. He emphasized the importance of the Lagos Plar of Action as an
instrument aiming at reorienting development in Africa. Hsz underlined
the fact that the objective of the paper was to give guide-lines on (2)
what has to be done at the national level in the context of ths principle
of national self-reliance, and at the subregicnal and regional levels

in the context of the principle of collective self- reliance: (b} the
problem of Financiny the Plan: (c) the role of transnational corporatians:
and {d) the role of donors and_lnternatianal organizations including ECA
and AU, These guide-lines related to the adoption of measures for the
purpose, mainly at the national level, of adequately informing the
Government, the people. production and distribution agents and pe’isy
makers about the origin. the goals, objectives and characteristics of

the Lagos Plan of Action. Such measures also called for defining the
different planning phases {normative., strategic, operational or practical)
and providing information on sconomic developmeént and growth and on
technology. Lastly., the measures showuld lead to the alignment of
national policies, practices and strategies with the phllDSDphy and
direction of the Plan.

131, With regard to collective self-reliance. while the bulk of the
proposals in the Lagos Plan of Acticen would have to b= implemented at

the national level. the successful and effective imploementation of some
projects might depend on the manner in which economic and technical ca-
operation activities were orpanized and implemented at the regional level.
Collective self-reliance must, hence. be based on the needs that member
States themselves identified.

132. The financing of the Lapos Plan of Action must be based on the
mobilization of domestic financial savings and on a better investment
of funds obtained as a result of adopting measures aimed at corganizing
external payments and at controlling transfers of private enterprises.
With regard to the relationship between the Lagos Plan of Action and
transnational corparations. medium- and long-term strategies should be
adopted aimecd at maximizing the advantages and mirnimizing the inconven-
iences of transnationals by the cradual substitution of internal factors
of production for external ones. Fimally. the major responsibility for
the implementation of the Plan rested with member States although aid
donors and international development institutions could assist,
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133, The Assistant Sacretary-General of DAU who participated in the
debate noted that for the document ta be complete, it was necessary to
include some political elements in the introduction, He also emphasized
that the Lagos Plan, since its adoption by the Hsads of State, belorged to
the States members of 0OAU and not to the secretariats of OAU and ECA. He
further noted that the Plan should be given a legislative basis so that
it became at the same time a national and regicnal document. With regard
to the popularization of the Plan, he said that its content should be
translated into simple language for the benefit of the broad masses who
were the main actors in the development field.

134, The CAU Assistant Secretary-General then indicated that OAU attached
great importance to collective self-reliance. In that context, in addition
to the existing subregional structures or those in process of being formed
(in West Africa, Central Africa and Eastern and Southern Africal it was
important to explore sectoral co-operation. In that regard, the QAU
secretariat with the support of UNDP, ECA and other United Nations in-
stitutions was involved in the promotion of co-operation in sectors like
enerny, air tramnsport, shipping, research and industry.

135. In conclusion, he expressed the fears of UAU and ECA with regard to
the implementation af the Ltagos Plan of Action since, often, very good
resolutions were adopted cduring O0AU and ECA meetings but those rescolutions
were not followed by action at the national level. Such situations opened
the door for some international institutions to take up decisions adopted
by Africans and to interprete them in their own way. By way of example.

he cited the Wrrlg Bank Report entitled: "Accelarated development in
sub-Saharan Africa: An agenda for action”. Although the Report purported
to build on the Lagos Plan of Action and was aimed at assisting member
States to generate the resources required to implement it, it was a report
whose orientation was opposed to that of the Lagos Plan of Action and the
Final Act ef Lagos. He informed the meeting that a joint assessment of

the report had already been made by the secretariats of OAU, ECA and ADB.
The assessment had been submitted to the last meetingz of the CAU Council

of Ministers where a stand on the need not to allow the report to divert
attention from the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final
Act of Lagos had been taken. The assessment had also been submitted to

the meeting of the African Governors of the Bank and IMF in Dakar, Seneggal
on early March., It would be submitted to the forthcoming meeting of the
ECA Conference of Ministers in Tripoli.

136, With regard to co-operation between OAU and ECA, in the implementaion
of the Plan, hs outlined the actions taken by the two secretariats to
harmonize their activities so as to make them complementary.

137. Participants thanked the ECA and CAU secretariats for thier con-
structive work on the guide-lines for the implementation of the Lagos
Plan of Action, recognizing that the document represented an important
improvement over the preceding one. The Committee remarked that the
introduction to the document lacked certain impaortant elements and
wanted to see in the historical perspective all the work dons in order
to arrive at the Plan (seminars, meetings, etc.) so as to show that

the Plan was the result of long hard work. Some participants, moreover,
referred to the need to institutionalize concrete modalities for the
implementation of the Plan on the basis of a consensus on certain strategic
elements, In that regard emphasis was put on the popularization of the
Plan to universities and on the important role IOFP had to play in that
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effort. The Committes mentioned that mass participeticon in the process

of developmesnt as well as social-economic transformation should be in-
troduced in the document.. For the financing aspect. participants emphasized
that there was a need to develop the national resources which would faci-
litate domestic capital formation and the reorientation of consumption
patterns so .as to encourage the growth of national savings. In that _
context, the integration of aegriculture and industry was of capital import-
ance for foreign exchange savings. It was also suggested to insist on
co-ordiration of aid donors activities in Africa.

138. With regard to regional and subregional co-operation, a question
was asked as to whether one should assume that the Plan depended for
its implementation 80 per cent on national efforts and 20 per cent on
regional efforts or vise-versa. Another participant noted that the
population factor would have to be considered as an important factor
of production and not as a threat to the development of Africa. Some
participants proposed that follow-up actions be introduced soc that the
implementation of the Plan was as efficient as possible. It was also
proposed that the 0AU and ECA should undertake a large popularization
of the Plan in the member States. Some participants asked whether the
World Bank report on accelerated development in sub-Saharen Africa would
have to be studied by the Committee so as toc have an African stand.

139. The secretariat took note of the varigus observations. Concerining
the. World Dank report on accelerated development in sub-Saharan Africa,
the sscretariat indicated that it was not to the Committee to decide aon
that report, for the report had been discusssd by the African Group of
Governors of the World Bank and IMF in Dakar and wes to be submitted for
discussion to the Conference of Ministers in Tripoli. In order to in-
troduce a political and a legislative element in the implementation of

the Lagos Plan, the 0OAU secretariat has submitted to the Committee two _
draft resclutions. They related to {a) giving the Plan a national character
and (b) free movement of ecitizens with valid national passports, Parti-
cipants however, noted that the resolutions were of a political and
constitutional nature and, therefore, were not in the area of competencs
of the Planning Committee. It was therefore recommended that the re-
solutions should be submitted by OAU to its appropriate organs.

140. A representative of USSR said that his country was interested in
the developmant of African countries and appreciated the efforts under-
taken in that respect. He referred to the contribution of his country
to the development of Africa and his country's willingness to contribute
to the implementation of the Lagos Plan. Concerning the International
Bevelopment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade,
the USSR representative emphasized the necessity to limit the arms race
for the benefit of the development of poor nations.
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Critical analysis of the country presentation of the least developed African
countries in the light of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos (item 9(b]]

141, The representative of the secretariat, introducing document
ST/ECA/PSD.2/31, outlined the main purpose to which the document addressed
itself namely how the crucial aspects of Monrovia Strategy and the objectives
of the Lagos Plan of Action for socio-economic change were reflected in the
national programmes prepared by 20 individual African least developed countries
in the framework of the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s.

In that regard, he stressed that there was a general satisfaction that the
major aspects of self-sustainment and individual and collective self- reliance,
as stipulated in the Lagos Plan of Action, had been adequately covered in

most of the country programmes. Despite the fact that the country programmes
had been prepared in a perspective of mobilizing external assistance, all

the African least developed Sountries in theilr country programmes placed

e lot of emphasis on the importance of internal resource mobilization as a
means of achieving a self-reliant economy. Reduction of dependence on the

one hand on external factors such ‘as capital and expertise and on the other
hand on & few export crops, and encouragement of national savings for in-
vestment weres explicitly set out as objectives and priorities in the framework
of achieving a self-reliant process of development.

142. With regard to self-sustainment, practically all the country programmes
emphasised the necessity for the structural transformatien of production
and consumption patterns, but only & few of them touched upon the basic
requirements of self-sustainment such as the establishment of intra- and
intersectoral linkages, transformation aiming at the establishment of basic
industries for production of intermediate inputs and capital goods and the
creation of a strong dynamic domestic market adequately oriented towards
the consumption of essential domestic products. While the development of
local technological capabilities was not given the prominence attached to
it in the Lagos Plan of Action, it was mentioned that the other aspects of
self-sustainment such as appropriate institution-building, and effective
planning and plan implementation structures, were well reflected in most of
the country programmes.

143, In the area of collective self-reliance, much stilil remained to be
done. Although the majority of the Africen least developed countries were
themselves part of subregional groupings, very little had been reflected

in the country programmes on multinational asctivities. More stress had
been put ‘on the exchange of goods and services rather than on the modalities
of producing the goods on a complementarity basis, In most of the country

programmes, external resources were acquired to finance identical projects
in key areas such as construction of hydro-electric inmfrastructure and basic
industries which were usually easier to implement at the subregional level.
Even the key problems of food self-sufficiency, food scarcity, irrigation,
multinational river basin development, promisipg areas for industrial co-
operation in metallurgical, chemicals and metal industries (apart from
isolated cases in joint ventures in cement production) were not adequately
touched upon in a subregional context. Only the transport sector was given
due attention in subregional co-operation with the initiation of a number

of railway and road linkages for example.
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144, The sectoral transformation strategies and policies were generally
in line with the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Acticn. In the area of

agriculture, focd self-sufficiency was given its due prominence as in the
lLagos-Plan of ‘Action, with. priority given to projects aiming at increasing
food production through agricultural development plans and the provision
of incentives. Some of the programmes had been aimed at achieving food
surpluses for export. The means to achieve those varied between countries.
Some countries placed considerable emphasis on expanding farm acreage,
while others gave preference to intensification of production through
improved land-use, management and research, etc. However, the immediate
action for an immediate improvement in the food situation, the remedial
actions to reduce food losses and the need to set up natiocnal strategic
food reserves and national and subregicnal food security schemes, were

not adequately treated in the food sufficiency programmes.

145. In the field of industry the critical role of industrial development
had been emphasized in the country programmes which conformed with the
tagos Plan of Action. The pattern of industrialization for the 1980s had
to a large extent been founded on the basic needs strategy with particular
emphasis on the development of local-resource-based industries and the
atimulation of indigenous industrialization particularly labour-intensive
industries utilising less energy and more local skills and resources.

146. In the field of natural resources, the gerneral trend seemed to

indicate considerable emphasis on the conservation rather than the expanded .
exploitation and development of those resources by local means. Production:
plans focused only on preciocus metals {gold and diamonds, etc.) rather than

on products designated as strategic by Lagos Plan of Action such as iron,
manganese and phosphate, etc. With recard to energy, almost all the countries
envisaged a policy of gradually substitution of imports of petroleum products.
The most important substitutes referred to were coal, hydroelectiric powsr

and renewable sources of energy. The development of human resources had

also been given due attention in the country programmes by the reorientation
of the educational and professional training systems.

147. In line with the objectives of Lagos Plan of Action, priority in

the transport sector had been given to feeder roads linking remote rural
areas to national highways and railway network, the development of maritime
and water inland transport, improvement of railway operation, and air trans-
port. in host of the country programmes, special emphasis had been given

to national projects with a regional impact especially the completion of

the trans-African highway networks and to projects for aopening up lan-locked
countries, thus complementing the efforts of the Transport and Communication
Decade in Africa. ‘ '

148. Participants congratulated'the sesretariat on the excellent guality
of the work and observed that such types of work should be extended to
cover all the national development plans formulated since the adoption of
the Lagos Plan of Action in 1980. : :
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149, The Assistant Secretary-General of QAU informed the Committes that
his organizatior had been fully involved-im the preparation for the United
NMations Conference on the Least Developed Countries in Parils and that Mr.
Daniel Arap Moi, President of Kenya and current Chairman of OAU as well,
Mr. Aristides Maria Periera, President of Cape Verde, and Major General
Habyarimana Juvenal, President of the Republic of Rwanda had had the
occasion of addressing the Conference.

150. A number of issues were raised by one participant regarding water
resources, land development, enerzy constraints, the linking of agriculture
with other sectors particularly industry, employment and the existing sub-

regional and regional co-operation arrangemsnts. With respect to water
resources, he indicated that both the deficit and the surplus of water
should be seen as constreining factors in agriculture. He mentioned that

agriculture was not sufficiently linked to industry and other sectors
because of the weakness of analytical capabilities in planning machinery
and not for lack of political will. With respect to industry, he noted
that one of the main reasgn for under utilisaticn of capacity in manu-
facturing industries was the problem of energy supply. Concerning emply-
ment, he stressed the impartanrce of promoting the private sector as a
means of reducing the present high level of unemployment in the least
developed countries and indicated that steps had been taken in his country
in that respect,. E

151. Finally, he agreed with the ECA secretariat that the present sub-
regional economic ccmmunities should be strengthened to covar more the
production aspects. He explained that the present subregional and regicnal
co-operation structures were not sufficiently efficient as they were more

of a theoretical than/practical nature. He added that the ‘country programmes
were completely silent about subregional and regional co-operation arrange-
ments while they were ranked as the highest priority areas in the Lagos

Plan of Action. ‘e therefore suggested that the pressasnt Conference should
recommend the inclusion of bileteral and multilateral co-operation arrange-
ments in the countries' development plans. More specifically he recommended
that the next session of the Joint Conference of Planners, Statisticians

and Demographers should have on its agenda an item on the svaluation of the

effectiveness of the present co-operation arrangements.

152. Another participant indicated that the differences between the Lagos
Plan and the country programmes of the African LDCs were inevitable because
{a) the time horizon of the national programmes of the LDCs presentations
was not the same as that of the Plan and (b) there could not be a total
correspondence between the national plans and the Plan because the latter
related to a general framework of African development while the rational
plans related to a situation unique to =ach country.

153, The Committee requested the secretariat to take note of all those
observations and to teke them into account in future analyses of national
development plans in the lieght of the Lagos Plan of Action.
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Analysis and evaluation of the impact of tariff and non-tariff
protection on industrialization in Africa (item 10(a))

154, For the discussion of agenda item 10(a), a member of the ECA
sgcretariat introduced document ST/ECA/PSD.2/13. He told the Committee

that the paper covered two main aspects, namely the examination of the
nature and form of application of teriff protection policies and the concrete
gvaluation of the impact and effectiveness of tariff protection plicies.

The paper also contained two illustrative examples on tariff protection

in Morocco and the United Republic of Tanzania.

155, With respect to the nature and form of tariff protection, the
practice of levying tariffs on imports was important as a means of raising
government revenue and as a way of protecting local infant industries that
were competetively weak vis-a-vis foreign industrial units. However. 1in
the early stages, the applicatiaon of tariff policies was based on plece-
meal approaches without comprehensive analysis of tariff package alternatives.
With a more broad-based industrialization involving more linkages, it
became necessary to evaluate tariff protection for all industries since
protection to one industry could affect protection of other industries 'to
which it gave production inputs. Thus, tariff protection was evaluated

in terms of effective protection taking into account the gntire value

added of an industry rather than only prices. However, although the
effective protection approach reflected more the interrelaticonships between
industries, it was unsatisfactory mainly for three reasons.

156, Firstly, effective protection looked at only one side of tariff
policy namely that of how much direct or indirect galp or loss was obtained
by an industry if a certain set of nominal tariffs were applied. It ddd

not incorporate, in its evaluation, aspects like that of government revenue.
Secondly, effective protection evaluation did not have any capacity to

take into account the effects of tariff policies on the demand structure,
which was serious draw-back since domestic demand was of critical importance
to the survival of expansion of an infant industry. Thirdly, the approach
of effective protection could analyse effects of tariff on wages or prices
which, in turn, affected the effectiveness of the adopted tariff structure.

157. He emphasized the fact that the effective protection evaluation
criterion dic¢ not enable planners and policy-makers to determine concretely
the effectiveness of given protection alternatives in the framework of

the economy as a whole. In view of that, the study on tariffs proposed

an approach which could be used to evaluate tariff policy alternatives

more exhaustively and concretely. The proposed approach could easily be
based on a social accounting matrix covering many sectors and even in-
corporating different income groups. The appreoach only needed the building
of a simple social accounting matrix covering output of sectors f(or
ageregates of industrial units), investments. cectoral fimal consumption,
exports and imports. . That structure was supplemented by equations defining
effects of tariff an consumption, on government income and expenditure and
on trade balance.
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158. In the two brief studies on the United Rapublic of Tanzania and
Morocco, he pointed out some policy priented elements of tariff protectilon.
In the case cof thz Hnited Republic of Tanzania, using different rates of
reductions in imports of consumer imports, changes in the nmominal and
effective rates could be derived and the system could gengrate the impact
on government revenucs and on the trade balance. Ir the case of Morocco,
the study showed that:

(a)} The renking cf direct nominal tariff rates was well correlated
with the effective rates thus implying that, in yeneral, industries which
had high nominal taris+ protection rates, also had high effective rates:

(b) Incieasing nominal tariff rates could have significant re-
percussions on consumption of certain commodity groups:

(c) Owing to the interaction of reductions in imports and high
tariff rates, it woe possible that total zovernment income from import
duties might decline although nominal tariff rates had been increased.

159. Finally, he emphasized the fact that tariff policies might not be
adequate, in themselves and that there was a need to complement tariff
policies by non-itariff policies such as banning entry of certain goods,

and rearienting consumption patterns towards the consumption of domestically
produced goods. Also in view of the noble goal of the African common market
by the year 2000, it was imperative to undertake a thorough examination

of national and =vhregional tariff policies using approaches such as the

one proposed in tha study so as to reach concrete conclusions on the course
of action for dev:loping African countries in the field of tariff protection.

160. Participantas zongratulated the secretariat for the commendable
gquality of ths paper which contained a very important study and which
ralsed pertinent iscues. It was emphasizéd that tariff policies were
very important for Africa’s industrialization process as well as for its
goal of an African zommon market. Tariff policies were important at two
levels - at the continental level and at the national level. At the
national level, alithcugh therz was need for protectionist policies to
help small industries. care had to be taken to avoid perverse effects
l1ike the develepmnori of menopolistic situations which created artificial
shortages and pucinss up pilces to very high levels. There was therefore .
need to :ee the yirnisction policies in a global context within the economy

as a whole.

IBl. At the continental level, many participants pointed out that in
view of the many ongoing plans of co-operaticn in the context of the
Lagos Plan o7 Action., there was need for analysing the implications of
preferential mezsures for the various subregional co-aperation structures
and for the continent as & whole. In view of those important aspects of
the analysis, tha Committee recommended that the ECA secretariat should:
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(a) In collaboration with OAU continue the study and expand the
application of the methodollogy of analysis of impact of tariffs and pre-
ferences tor (i) the African co-operation arrangements within the per-
spective of the African common market: (1i1) over-all national African !
economies including, in particular the aspects of industrialization, exchange
rates and prices, fiscal policies and an over-all integrated national o
production process: : ' o

(b) Expand the multisectoral studies bearing 1in mind the following
specific elements (i) the appropriate linking of the informal sector and
the "modern” sector, (ii1) the transfcrmation of technological coefficients |
over time, (iii) the inclusion of demographic variables as instruments of
development and (iv) introduction of prices and a monetary sector in the
model;

(c) Convene a working group to examine the progress and results of
those studies;

{(d) Organise a seminar on socio-economic indicators, for planners,
statisticians and demographers. ' . ‘

162. Further, it was pointed out that the study needed to take into account
the problems of exchange rates and the connexian of those exchange rates to
the protection policies.  The secretariat explained that the approach_propcsed
in the study incorporated exchange rates but did not include the aspects of
how exchange rate fluctuations influenced the effectiveness of protection
policies. ' - ' '

Short-term outlook (item 10(b))"

163, With respect to agenda item 10(b) on the short-term outlook of African
countries, the representative of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Developmeant (UNCTAD) introduced a dacument entitled "Preliminary economic
outlook for developing African countries’) 1982/18963 - a note by UNCTAD
secretariat, The results of the forecast which had besn made by UNCTAD
were based on some models of individual African countries as well as on

a model for a group of countries of 13 African least developed countries
and other subregional models. At the present time UNCTAD was building a
new generation of forecasting models to be ready by end of 1982. Those
models would include each of the African developing countries. In general
the forecasts were based mainly an the changes in the external envircnment -
in areas like the world commodity market situation, baslance of payments:
availlability of official flows and debt-service burden.

164. He then briefly discussed the outlook of the major extsrnal variables
for 1982-1983 as provided from the global LINK system and from the URCTAD
commodity models. World prices for primary commodities excluding petroleum
were forecast to decline in 1952 while in 1983 there would be s recovery.
Prices of petroleum products were also forecast to decline in 1982 despite’
the efforts by oil-exporting countries to reduce cutput of petroleum. However,
the prices of minerals like copper were forecast to increase in 1982 and
1883, The price of manufactures, which had shown a decline in 1981 (mainly
as a result of the appreciation of the United States dollar vis-a-vis the
other main currencies), would incresase by about 5 per cent in 1982, Over-
all, the volume of world exports was forecast to increase by about 3 per

cent in 18982,
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i166. He outlined the ocutlook of the African countries in 1982 and 1963,
pointing out that in all respects the forecast performance in 1983 would
be better than that forecast for 1982. Faor Africa s @ whole GOP growth
was forecast to be around 4 per cent and 4.% per cent in 1982 and 1983
respectively. In general only about two countries would be able to attain
a growth rate of & to 85 per cent in 1953 while the majority of countries
would be in the 4 per cent growth range while others would be around only
2 per cent. The African oil~exporting countries would register growth 1in
the range of 4 to 6 per cent in 19563 while the least developed countries
would have very low growth unless assistance materialized quickly.

168, In addition to the forecasts of GDP growth, he outlined the likely
external trade situation in terms of exports, and import trends as well
as those of the terms of trade and the gxternal balance of payments. In
many cases, the forecast unfavourable balance-of-payments situation was
1ikely to result in poor performance even for those countries which ‘had -
historically performed well. He hoped participants would comment on the
forecasts both at the levels of Africa in general and at the particular
level of their own countries. ' ;

187. Some participants congratulated UNCTAD for its commendable work an
the economic outlook of African countries. They stressed the fact that
domestic policies and strategies needed to be taken into account -and hsnce
some models needed to be updated to take into account changes such as debt
cancellation or rescheduling, etc. It was also pointed put that forecasts
would not be significant if unpredictable phenomena which could affect them
would occurred. Further it nad to be emphasised that growth was relative
given that the same growth rates had different significance in different -
countries. Finally a guestion was raised whether the forecasts were in:
conformity with the gloomy picture forecast by QECD .

168. The representative of UNCTAD pointed out that the models were based
on the world enviranment including, in particular, export, imports and
balance-of-payments constraints. The UNCTAD secretariat would take into
consideration all the recommendations and amendments suggested for some
models., With respect to the OECD forecast,., although that organisation had
projected a gloomy picture, some of its results agreed with those of the
LINK system on which the present forecasts had been bhased. ‘ .

Institute for Economic Development and Planning (item 113}

169. The Director of IDEF introduced the document entitled "IDEP's
strategy and pattern of growth in the 1980s. Proposal for a medium-term

plan (1882-1986) (ST/ECA/PSD.2/14). As IDEP was not new to African Planners,
he therefore concentratsd on highlighting areas of expansion and on the
salient feastures of the plan. After indicating that the plan was sponsored
by ECA, UNDP and IDEP and was .the outcome of joint callaboration and con-
sultaticns among the three institutions, he pointed ocut that the plan period
(1982-1985) coincided well with the Lagos Plan of¥ Action and that, there-
fore, it was particularly oriented to serve the latter. This had been
achieved in a number of ways such as [a) giving continuous courses oOn the
Lagos Plan strategiles and on the means of its implementation which would

he started in November 1882. The COGUrSEes would constitute & systematic
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and sustained forum for discussing, analyzing end collating the issues .
and policy means of implementing the Lagos Plan: (b) giving three-menths
programmes oriented towards sectorel and area planning efforts for Africa:
and (¢} tailoring and gearing.all other activ'izs towards sclving the '
problems of the implementation of the Lagos Flan.

170. - However, to achieve the goals while also deepening, expanding and
maximizing the impact of the Institute in general, major concrete actilons
were required. In that regard, he pointed out that African Planners could
contribute in many areas. -

171. Firstly, they can urge their respective Governmants, in collaboration
with UNDP, to contribute more funds from country IPFs for training at the
Institute. Secondly, they could help in accelerating the paymants of
government contributions to the Institute. That aspect must also be
expanded to include all newly independent A+ricen countries, and government
contributions should be adjusted according tc 1980 income figures. Thirdly,
African countries should benefit from the Institute's advisory services.
Lastly, the planners should consider the Institute as a catalvyst Tor '
African planners, thinkers and rassarchers ir its areas of competence.

Thus they should participate in the Institute's activitiles directly both

in training and research. ' ' '

172 He stressed that it was only in such a way that the Instifute would
become the planning ant policy-design think t.nk Faor Africa. '
173, Many participants reverred to the very gcud guelity oFf the paper
which was comprehensive and informative especially for %hose ecunirics
which had not known very much about the activities of IDEF’ befora.
However some participants referred to samz errzra of form and Jdifference
of emphasis which should be corrected in ths fina> document. One parti-
cipant referred to the need to emphasise in the dosnmen: -he fact that
the Final Act of Lagos called for an Africun Devman flareni Ly tha vear
2000, which had to start from subregionad EICULINES.

174, Regarding the underutilization of capacity of “he Instiltute's
facilities, it was pointed out that in mainy casass, oihig zppiicoants or
aspirants to IDEP‘'s training were many but Ffuncing wes the main cause of
the problem. In addition, some participante ovb=n-ved thers was scme
competition with institutions ocutside Africe for which funds warce oftern
allocated for training. It was therefore cmphoslacd $hat 1% was nscogeAT;
for countries and international organizations to fncus mors attention on
IDEP in awarding training scholarships. It was Further sugecested that to
solve the problem of underutilization of cepmrcity, thara snuuic be [(a)
intensive publicity at country level to make csuririss apsreciate IDEP's
capabilities; and (b)) flexibility 1in trainius progrewmes so thet the
training cycles should be more general and zhould be supsplemsnted by
short-term ad hoc activities by IDEP at natienai lavels. /\ guestion was
also raised as to why, given the present low cepacity utilisation of the
Institute, it was being proposed to havr a largze “ncreasec in the regular
teaching staff, ' ‘ - :
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175. Many participants also referred to the content of the courses out-
line for IDEP for the 19872-1986 period. In that connexion, some participants
mentioned that there was need to establish a relationship between pure
theoretical training and its application. IDEP's training should be
different from that of Universities as it should aim at equipping trainees
with effective skills of application at the grass roots. Also, participants
noted that there were some ommissions in the planned courses. In that
respect reference was specifically made to the absence of (a) social
planning and its relationship with economic growth: (b) planning at the
grass roots: (c) regional planning: and (d) follow-up and evaluation of
development programmes for the effective implémentation of the Plan.

178. Some participants enquired about the validity and level of the
qualifications obtained by IDEP graduates especially in terms of the
equivalency of the IDEP diplomas to other internationally recognized degrees.
A further gquestion was raised regarding the level required to enter IDEP

and whether emphasis was on recruiting only planners or whether there were
poessibilities of training in other broader fields.

177. In addition guestions were raised regerding (a) why it was being
propeosed to undertake & joint IDFP/ADB survey of socic-economic conditions
in Africa when ECA was already publishing an annual Survey: (b) how the
proposed consultancy services would be made availlable to member States,
under what terms of reference and at what costs. -The representative of
Senegal raised a guestion regarding the land that his Government had made
available to the Institute. Action to make use of the land should be

taken immediately and not in future as it appeared in the document of IDEP.

178, The Director of IDEP responded to the various comments raised by

the participants, With respect to the academic and experience reqguire-
ments for trainees, he pointed out that pre-course training and crash
courses were offered toc some of them. In respect of efforts for enhancing
to sconomic co-operation, research would be oriented towards the assessment
of ways and means of promoting co-pperation activities at the subregional
and regional levels. The Institute would invite and make use of African
experts in the programming and the implementation of its various activities.
With regard to including social development in the Institute'’'s training '
programmes, there was generally a lack of apprupriate African sxpertise

in that field but the Institute in 1ts programme would give due attention

to that proeblem. He would work clegsely with the specialized African in-
stitutes. The institute would orzanize workshops to deal with social
development issues. The area of promoting mess participation in development
processes, that was a subject for Governments, but the Institute could
emphasize the informal sector in its programmes.

179. With regard to the recognition and equivalence of the Institute's
diplomas, at present the diplomas were recognized by all developing African
countries. He intended to send Council members to universities to
establish the diplomas’' equivalence with other university degrees. He

also proposed that the members of the Governing Council should be sent

to countries to urge them to make their financial contributions. As regards
the monitoring of the Lagos Plan, although that was the domain of ECA and
0AU, the Institute could respond to African needs in development planning
efforts. Finally a manual on the activities of the Institute would be
prepared soon. The Institute would also try to organize seminars outside
the Institute.
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180. The Committee proceeded to elect the Tollowing six new membsrs of
the Governing Council.

v

- ir. Shalabi (Egypt) to replace mi. Montasssr (Ezypt)

- Mr. Chikelu (Migeria) re-elected

- Mir. Diop (Mauritanial) (re-elected) .

- Mr. Mersic (Etilopial) to replace Mr. Lutaya {Uganda)

=~ Mr. Mugore (Zimbabwe) to replace Mr. Bhembe (Swaziland}

- Mr. Kilengo (Zeirej to replace Mr. Makaya (Gabon)

181. The Committee then discussaed at length the modalities of designating
members of the Governing Council of IDEP. It expressed the wish that the
Statutes of the Institute be amended so as to allow countries, concerned

to indicate replacements for their members of the Governing Council who.
could not continue with their term of office. (see section D below)

Review of EPA zotivities in the field of development issues and
policies, 180-1861 and proposed work programme for 1882-1983 (item 12)

182, A representative of the secretariat outlined the work dons by the
ECA ssoretaoriat in the perigd 1980-1981 in, the field of development issues
and policies and the programme of work for the period 1982-1983 as adopted
at the six*ecnth cession of the Cammlssion'- seventh meetings of the
Conference o7 Ministers. He drew attention to the principles and objectives
such as thos¢ definad in the Revised framework of principles for the imple-
mentation of the new international economic order in Africa 1976-15831-18886
(E/ACN,14/E/CO0/80/Rev.3), in the Develepment Strategy for Africa for the
Third Development Decade [Conference of Ministers resolution 332(XIV)) and
in tthe Lagosz Plan of Action and stated that those principles guided the
activities »f ths secretariat.

133. With rsgard to the work undertaken in the period 1980-1981, the
representat*ve nf the secretariat presented the activities in each of the
five subpregrammes cof the Socio-economic Research and Planning Division. -
The survey of q001o -economic conditions in Africe, 19792- 1983 with a special
study'gﬁ-ﬁuu B Colen ot energy in Africa, had been p“esgnusi te thz seventh
meeting of the Conference of Ministers in Freetown. The Survey of socio-
economic conditions in Africa, 1980-1981 had also been completad And would

be pressnted to the Conference of Ministers at the eighth meeting in Tripoli.
The study included a special chapter on the evaluation of the United Nation

Conferance on the Least Develaoped Countfies.

104. Subnprogranneg 9. @2 on planning and projections, dealt with, on ane
part, the ceomplaetion of the quantltatlve studies and projections concerniag
different groups of African countries and the establishment of multi-
scctoral models capable of helping in the planning process. That work had
been discussed under agenda item 6(g). The representative of the secretariat
also menticned the technical assistance given by the Economic Commisesion

for Africa in the field of plianning especilally for the prepdrauion aof pro-
gremmes of the Afrigcan least developed countries.
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186. For subprogramme 39.243, socio-economic research, two studies had

been completed and submitted to the present session of the Joint Conference,
namely the socio-economic indicators and tariff protection policies.

Those two studies had been conceived as exploratory and could be *mproved

on.

186. The essential element of subprosramme 9,244, least developed and
land-locked African countries, hed beer the preparaticn of the United
Nations Conference of the Least Developed Countries in accordance with
resclution 397 (XV) of the ECA Conference of Ministers. The representative
of the secretariat infurméd participants abodt the activities of the
secretariat during the various meetings especlally the erganization ov the
first meeting of the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed
Countries in Addis Ababa.

187. For subprogramme 9.245, fiscal. monetary and financial issues at

the national level, the stuidies undertaken on national developwent banks
in 10 African countries were being finalized by the secraztariat. The
available resources did not permit the completicn of the work regarding

the organization of the seinirar that had been decided durirg the first
session of the Joint Conference. The work, neverthelsss was continuing and
the envisazed seminar could take place in 1882,

188, Concerning the programme of work of the secretariat in the field
of development issues and policies for 1982- 1983, subprogramne 9.241,
development trends reguirements and possibilities would concentrate on
the preparaticn of sirvey of the socio-economic conditions in Africa,
1961-1982 and 1982-18683. Subprogramme 8.242 would be devoted paruly to
research on the planning concepts and methods in the iight of the lagaos
Plan of Action (9.242.02) and partly to the elaboration of juantitntive
analytical tools at the naticnal and regional levels with a view 1o
having a regular publication on the regilonal economic outlsok together
with the annual survey of socio-economic conditions.

189. For subprogramme 9.243, two studies were envisaged relatirg re-
spectively to the role of small and medium-scale irdigeneous businessas
ir the process of socio-scencemic transformation and developmant in Africa.
(project 9.243.02Z) and the analysis of co-ordiantion of development
activities between the publiec and private sectors {(9,243.03). For sub-
programme 9.244 on the Africean least developed gcoLntries, the 1962-1983
period would be esseptlelly dsvoted to studies of the soclo-economic
conditions in those countries {project 9.244.02) and to the technicel
assistance toc the LDC for the organization of round-tables with donors.
The Division was now in a2 position to tackle that work without asveriloading
its present staff, because of the creation of three naw posts.

1590. The secretariat, in 11ne with the recommendations made during

the discussions at the present meeting of the Flanning Committee, would
continue and expand the work on the socio-economic indicators, thie
analysis of tariff protection and on the multisectoral studies. The
Socio-Economic Research and Planning Division would also undertake ad hoc
researcn for publication in a regular bulletin. Whenever possible such
ac hoc studies as well &g regular activities of the worhk programme would
be undertakan in coliaboration with African resezsrch lnstituticons.
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131, The representative of the secretariat then recalled the recommendatior
of the last meeting of the Conference of Ministers in Freetown concerning

the need for member States to provide up-to-date information which would
enatble the annual study of socio-economic conditions in Africa to cover

as many countries as possible. Having had only few replies to the request,
it was necessary to find other means and he suggested the institution-
alization of missions of ECA as was the case with other institutions.

192. Several participents thankzsc the secretariat for the work achieved
and approved the work programms as presented since it took into account

the recommendations mode by the Committee during the current session. -
With regard to the annual Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa,
it was recommended theat provision be made to implemsnt the recommendations
of Freetown and that the national planning services should take all the
necessary measures to allow ECA to have access to the infoination required
for its study. It was alsu sugpgested that the national planning agencies
should expand ECA contacts especially to universities and researech in-
stitutions. However, it was underlined that the ECA secretariat had to
contact the national planning agencies well in advance so as to enable

them to organize the missiors with maximum effectiveness.

193. It was alsc recommended that the secretariat, once it had developed
the work on murltisectoral studies in collaboration with national experts,
and taking into account the technical neture of those studies, should
organize a working group to examine the results. The report of the working
group would ther be submitted to the next session of the Joint Conference.
Similarly it was recaommended that the project on the planning methods and
concepts in the framework of the Lagos Plan of Action should also include
an identification a..d evaluation of natlional development plans.

1394, Concerning the subprogramme relating to monetary and fiscal issues,
a perticipant emphasized that an analysis of devalustion for structural
adjustments deserved tc be incorporated in the ECA activities because

such a measure was often cited as a condition for the aid giving by some
institutions. Another participart expressed satisfaction at ECA's assist-
ance in the preparation of the Substantive New Prngramme of Action for

his ecountry and he hioped that type of assistance would continue. He

also hoped that the ECA secretariat wpuld assist his country in the organ-
ization of the donor iuung table.

195, The representative of the secretariat sesid that all comments would

be taken intc account in carrying cut the work programme. The suggestdioan

on devaluation could be taken up within the study on tariff protection
jointly with the International Trade and Finance Division or in the context
of the ad hoe studies that the Sccio-Economic Research and Planning Division
envisaged to undertake. Although the secretariat stood ready to assist

the least developed countries in the preparation of their round-tables,

very few countries had kept it informed about the preparationsi
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3. Statistics Committee

196, Mr. J. C. Kufandada (Zimbabwe) was elected Chairman of the Committes,
Mr. Kemoko Gbemoy (Guineal as Vice-Chairman and Mr. 8. Mbowe (Gambia) as Rapporteur.

Review of data processing capabilities in Africa, 1980-1981 (item 14)

197. A representative of the secretariat introduced document ST/ECA/PSD..'/15 and said
that, although the data tabulated were far from complete, the survey had provided a
useful indication of the data processing situation in Africa. The survey had indicated
that (a) most countries of the regicn were provided with adequate EDP facilities most
of which were, used, inter alia, for procsssing statistical data: (b) there were plans
for the installation of such facilities in countries where there were nong; {(c) there
was a tendency to increase the capacity and capability of existing equipment: (d) the
centralization of computing facilities had not been very successful particularly in
processing statistical data; (e) that there had been some improvement in the software
support, but there was a definite paucity of both software and applications programme:
-(f} there was ‘a strong demand for the training of personnel. and (g) data in the
Directory of African Experts in Elactronic Data Processing indicated that, while some
countries were well endowed with & well trained and highly experienced experts, others
had barely enough to meet national requirements. s .

198. During the discussions the Committee apreed that the survey. provided a source of
useful information: however, the coverage was paor and attempts should be made to make
the survey as complete as possible. The survey should alse provide more information on
the use of EDP facilities by national statistical services and an attitudinal survey
should be carried out on the views of statisticians in respect of data processing
personnel and vice versa. : ' ‘

199, It was observed that the arrival of micro-computers which were powerful, easy to
use and only cost a few hundred dollars held great promise for statistical computing.
The United States Bureau of the Census than informed participants that a study was in
progress to review the capability of micrc-computers in analysing and editing statistical
data as well as the possibility of upgracing existing software packapes for use on them.
The representative of the Commission of the Furopean Communities informed the Committes
that his organization had financed a study, prepared by experts from the Federal
Republic of Germany, on the use of computers in general and mini- and micro-computers in
particular in statisticel training centres in developing countries. Missions would be
sent to all centres in Africa. The aims of the study were twofold: to establish what
equipment and what teaching methods should be used. The results would be out at the end
of 188. and communicated to the ECA secretariat.

200. It was agreed that training nesds in electronic data processing constituted part
of the over-all training requirements in statistics. It was also emphasised that
statisticians must be trained in the use of electronic data processing equipment.

20l. The problem of computer maintenance was also raised and the nesd to train national
maintenance technicians was expressed. In that connexion the United States Bureau of
the Census and the European Economic Community were requested to provide assistance.
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202. One participant asked what were the relations between IBI {Intergovernmental
Bureau for Informatics) and ECA. The secretariat explained that IBI was an inter-
governmental organization with its headquarters in Rome and that its activities were
mainly in the area of informatics. Not all countries mermbers of ECA were members

of IBI.

203.  The secretariat added that a conference on data processing was scheduled to

take place in Algiers in October or Uecember 1987 in accordance with an 0AU resolution.
The conference would be attended by representatives of 0AU, ECA (PADIS), UNESCD and IRI
which was alsa preparing an Intergovernmental Conference on Strategies and Policies for
Informatics {SPIN) to be held in Cuba in 1963,

Report on the Statistical Training Programme for Africa in the context of
national statistical organization and staffing (item 15) ‘

204, Under item 15, the secreteriat introduced the Following documents:

Progress report on the Statistical Training Programme for Africa (ST/ECA/PSD.2/16);
Report of the Working Croup on Training of Statistical Personnel for ‘
Portuguese-speaking African Countries (ST/ECA/PSD.2/17): '

Report of the Working Group on Statistical Organization and Manpower
(ST/ECA/PSB.2/18);

Report of ths Meeting of Directors of STPA Centres (ST/ECA/PSG.2/19):

Oirectory of African Statisticians (ST/ECA/PSD.2/:0).

205. The secretariat stated that activities under the Statisticsl Training Programme
for Africa had expanded rapidly over the last two years. The staff for the regional
component of the propramme financed by UNDP had been in their posts for a large part
of the period under review. All the posts were now filled apart from that of the
chief statistical training adviser, and the recruitment procecdure for the new incumbent
was .under way. Moreover, the secretariat was studying ways and means of implementing
the recommendation of the second PMeeting of Directors of STPA Centres concerning the
recruitment of an additional statistical training adviser.

206. The secretariat had performed its tasks concerning the preparation of standard
syllabuses for middle-level statistical training and the dissemination of information
on statistical training activities. '

207. Moreover, a meeting had been held in OUctober 1880 of representatives of
Portuguese-speaking African countries on the subject of training statistical personnel.
The report of that meeting had been submitted to the Conference of Ministers of ECA

at its meeting in Freetown in April 1981 where a reselution had been adopted reguesting
the Executive Secretary to take the necessary steps to extend technical assistance to
Portuguese-speaking African countries within the framework of STPA and requesting the
United Nations Development Programme to give adsquate financial support to the national
and regional projects proposesd by that group of countries. Arrangements had now been
made to work out how to implement that resolution particularly with regard to the
regionalization of the Lubango Centre in Angola which had beert- singled out for training
middle-level statistical personnel from that group pf countries.
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~0a. The secretariat also reported on activities for co-ordinating technical and
financial assistance within the fremework of STFA. In’ partlrular, it referred to a
mission to Eurcpe, the United States of America and Canada in June/July 1981 to
explore possibilities of assistance being extended to STPA in the form of study
Fellowshlps, fellowships for the training of trainers, secondment of teachers. the
provision of equipment, etc.

209, Matters relating to the establishment of links betwesen STPA Centres and
universities and schools outside the region with a good reputation in statistics and
the identification of centres which could act as a5P001ata STPA centres were alsc
reviewed.

210: With regard to the request submitted to the Commission of the European Communities
by the secretariat of the African, Carribean and Pacific countries with a view to
obtaining support for STPA under the repional component of the European Development

Fund (EDF), the secretariat explained that the request was backed up by two resolutions
one by the Council of Ministers of ACP and the other by the Conference of Mlnlsterb oﬁ
ECA. The Commission’s Formal response ‘was still awaited.

211. The secretariat also reported on the use of the regional component of STPA in
financing fellowships for the training of trainmers and coneultancy missions for the
centres. The regional cowponent had also been used to support tralnlng seminars
orgenlzed by STPA centres.

212. Lastly, the secretariat summarised the main pa1n*s in the reports of the Working
Group on Statistical Organization and Manpower and the second Neetlng UF Llr@ctors of
STPA Centres.

213. The Committee congratulated the secretariat on the important work done in the
last two years to improve and develop 5TFA.  Some partlclpants felt that a critical
assessment of the Programms was now needed in order to FlVB 1t a new orlentatlon
after four yedis of operation.

z14. The representative of the Commission of the European Communities informed the
Conference that the response to the request submitted to his agency had been trans-
mitted to the ACP secretariat in Dscerber 1981. He stressed that his agency played
an active role in the training of African statisticians. Under the fourth £EOF
(1976-1981), 7.5 million units of account, or around 9 million United States dollars,
had been allocated to statistical training, not counting the allocations for
construction (3.- milliorn United States dollars) for statistics schools. That
represented 5.7 per cent of the total traininﬁ budget of the fourth EDF,

215. As Far as the Commission of the’ Curopean Communities was concerned STPA
represented considerable progress in that it constituted the Flrst coherent framewsrk
for andlys¢nc all prﬁblpms relatlng to statistical tr21n1ng

<16, The request submitted to the Commission by the ACP secretariat had two aspects:
fellowships and other tecbnical assistance.
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217, With regard to fellowships, the Commission felt that the problem should be solved
within the framewerk of the multi-year training progranme which the Commission
established with each ACP State at the request of and according to the priarities
established by the countries concerned. :

218. In the preparation of multi-year programmes for the fifth EDF (1981-1986), some
of which had already been determined and approved by tha Commission, it was advisable
that the ACP States reserve an adequate share of those prograrmes for statistical
training. On its part, the Commission drew the attention of the ACP States to that
aspect of training. -

219. On the other hand, the other technical assistance aspects (training of trainers,
operating expenses and capital expenses) could be financed from the resources provided
for the regional programme when the ACP request to the programme was finally accepted.

220.. The Cowmission of the European Communities had decided to undertake and finance
a study on all the problems relating to the training of African statisticians. The
study had two main aims: to update STPA statistics and draw up a coherent over-all
framework for the relevant actions. That meant that an attempt would be made to
analyse a whole series of guestions such as the role of computer science. in teaching;
the status, career and training of teachers: budgets: gearing training to the
requirements; relations between statisticians and users, etc. The Commission of the
European Communities was hoping for close co-operstion from ECA in the definition and
conduct of the study, which should be ready at the end of the year.

221, The Conference noted the information given by the representative of the Commission
of the European Conmunitiss. It greatly hoped that the procedure for granting fellow-
ships would be facilitated and the ACP request for financing the other technical
assistance aspects out of the EOF regicnal programmz would be spproved as soon as possiblea.

222, For its part, the secretariat was ready to co-operate with the Commission of the
European Communities and the ACP secretariat in the proposed study, which alsc
constituted a response to the suggestion made by some participants concerning an
evaluation of STPA. Some studies available within the secretariat could be used for
reference purposes in that connexion. :

223, Some participants reiterated their surprise that FASTC, at Dar-es-Salaam, and

ISAE, at Makerere, were not mentioned in the document dealing with common problems in
institution-building (item 7). Other participants pointiec out that the interrelation-
ships among planning, demography and statistics were obvious. Consequently, STPA

centres should be considered on a par with the African Institute for Economic Develop-
ment and Planning (IDEP), the Institut de formation et de recherche démographiques (IFORD),
the Regional Institute for Population Studies (RIPS), etc., and that was why the Joint
Conference had recommended the participation of the representative of the STPA centres

in the Conference of Chief Executives of ECA-Sponsored Regional and Subregional
Institutions. : : : :

224, The representative of the secretariat recalled that the STPA centres were regional,
whether de facto or de jure because they were required to provide regional services. He
then explained the criteria for participation in the Conference of Chief Executives.
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For an institution to qualify for participation, ECA must have played an active role

in its establishment. However, there were cases where ECA had not participated in the
establishment of an institution but was closely associated with its activities. If ECA
showed a great deal of interest in the work programves of those institutions, they could
be considered to be sponsored by ECA. Under those circumstances, the participation of
STPA centres in the Conference of Chief Executives might be considered. The Conference
was organized at the headquarters of the various institutions by rotation.

225, Several participants commented on the 1981 edition of the Oirectory of African
Statisticians. Some participants felt that the informetion contained in the Directory
concerning their countries was incomplete, perhaps because the pertinent questionnaires
had been sent only to the national statistical offices. Other participants pointed out
that some information was considerably out of date. Some participants noted
typographical errors.

226, The Director of CESD informed the Conference that his centre was in the process
of carrying out an extensive survey of former students. The results would be available
in June 1882 and would help to improve the Directory. He took the: octasion to announce
that his centre would celebrate its twentieth anniversary during the month of

October 1982, C ‘ ‘ ‘o

227. In response, the secretariat explained that the questionnaires concerning the
current edition of the Directory of African Statisticians had been sent to both national
statistical offices and the region's statistical training centres. In some cases the
secretariat had received contributions from enly one of the two. However, the largest
problem often concerned the lack of information on statisticians working in the private
sector. - The problem could largely be sclved if, as some participants had indicated,
national statisticians’ associations existed in African countries. For the most part,
the out-of-date information concerned those countries and institutions that had not
submitted their contributions for the 1981 survey. The secretariat expressed the hope
that all countries of the region and the institutions concered would actively
participate in the 1983 survey so that a computerized file might be set up. The
existence of such a file would help to improve bath the appearance and the content of
the Oirector.

228. Consideration of the question of the draft constitution of the Association of

African Statisticians, which was raised by several participants, was postponed to allow
all participants to:study the pertinent document in detail. " '

229. Several participants stressed that existing centres did not seem capable of meeting
all the region’'s needs for middle-level statistical personnel and asked what could be
doneg under the circumstances. ‘ :

230. The secretariat replied that, according to the objectives of STPA, training at
that level ultimately should normally be conducted on a national basis as the nurber
of professional statisticians continued to increase. Such training should be made an
integral part of the programmes of the national statistical offices.. In the meantime,
however, existing training resources should be maintained, ‘and in fact developed, and
countries should gradually set up permanent structures for in-service training.
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231. The Conference was informed of the recent reorganization of the Statistical
Office of the Ivory Coast, which was at present attached to the Ministry of Planning
and Industry. A national committee for statistics and standardisation of accounting
had been established. Moreover, it had been decided to rename the Eccle de statistique
of Abidjan as the Ecole nationale superieuré de la statistique et de 1'economie
appliquée. Assistance would be required from STPA, particularly with respect to
fellowships for the training of trainers and fellowships for studies at the centre.

232. With reference tc paragraph 27 of document ST/ECA/PSD.Z2/16, the Director of CESD
stated that the internship organised annually by his centre was not intended to train
trainers in the processing of statistical datas. Rather, it was a refresher course
intended for statisticians and demographers who were permanently in contact with data
processors. The course ran for six weeks, from September to November. While the course
could accommodate 20 trainees, that capacity was never reached, largely for lack of
scholarships. The Director of CESD thanked ECA for its contribution to the financing

of scholarships for the trainee programme.

233. The observer from the United Kingdom briefly discussed the special courses offered
in his country for the training of statisticians from developing countries. He ‘
emphasised in particular the course to be offered by the University of Southampton -in
preparation for post-graduate studies in statistics, econometrics and cperations
research. The course was desigred to permit students whose training had been inter-
rupted for a long period of time and those who felt the need, to up-date their skills

in English, mathematics and statistics before beginning post-graduate studies.

234. He also stressed the problem encountered each year in filling the enrolment
capacities of certain courses. He asked participants if the situation was due to the
fact that the courses did not correspond to the needs of developing countries. He
called on countries wishing to benefit from those courses to submit their requests as
soon as possible.

235. Some participants remarked that, apart from the problem of scholarships, the
language problem was another obstacle to participation in such courses and expressed
the hope that efforts would be made to find a solution to that problem. '

236, The observer from the United States of America briefly described the statistical
training activities organized by his country for developing countries. Thus, the
International Statistical Programmes Centre (ISPC) had a basic programme which lasted

a year and had seven areas in which students could specialize namely: sampling and
survey methods, agricultural surveys and censuses; population statistics and analysis;
gconomic surveys and censuses:; computer data systems: statistical technology and survey
management and agricultural economics.

237, Catalogues on courses offered in.the 1982/83 year would be mailed out within the
next few wesks. Apart from those training programmes, ISPC organized special workshop
programmes ‘both in Washington and in developing countries on topics such as planning
and implementing a household survey programme, population census methods and mapping.
For instance, a workshop on planning and implementing a household survey programme
would be held in Washington in June and July 1982. Similarly, a workshop on population
censuses would be held in Sierra Leone during the summer of 188Z.
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238. In support of training and technical assistance, the United States Bureau of the
Census prepared course materials and case studies on various aspects of planning and
implementing censuses and surveys. The two most recernt publications were POPSTARN: A
case study for the 1980 censuses of populations and housing and Mapping for censuses
and surveys. In adcition, two previously published documents were being revised. 1he
first one, New Providencia, was meant to support the 1983 Warld Progranme of Industrinl
Statistics and the second cne, New Atlantida, would support training in developing
household survey capabilities.

239. The Bureau of Economic Analysis conducted training programmes, in English, in
national economic accounting. Finally, the Bureau of Labour Statisties conducted
seminars lasting six to eight weeks which were designed to strenpthen capabilities in
collecting and analyzing human resources data and related economic and social statistics.

Z40. The representative of the United Nations Statistical Office said that the
Uepartment of Technical Co-operation for tevelopment had earmarked the sum of

$US375,000 for an interregional project to train young and inexperienced statisticians
and computer programmers from one develaping country in another developing country withir
the same.region. Such training was part of technical co-operation among developing
countries and was described as apprenticeship or on-the-job~training. Trairing would be
carried out in specialized statistical areas as well as in the field of computer pro-
-gramming. The trainees would be attached to a United {lations expert in another country
within the region who was doing work on that specialized area of statistics. Where

there was no United Nations expert in the country but that country had, experience in the
area of statistics selected, the trainee woulc be attached to the central statistics
office concerned. There were 77 man-months of training in 188: and 106 man/months in
1983. Interested countries could write to the Uirector of the United Nations Statistical
Office for further information. - S

24l. The observer from the Commonwealth Secretariat (CFTC) stressed the follow=-up
which should be given to the meeting of the Working Group on Statistical Urganization
and Manpower. In his opinion, it would be useful to carry cut studies on structural
arrangements nesded to co-ordinate the activities of ths various povernment departments
involved in statisties: overlapping in statistics: statistical development plans: and
the legal status of central statistical orsanizations. After listening to the reasons
for the establishment of each centre, the Conference recommenred the admission of the
following centres as members of STPA: the College de Statistique de 1'Ecole Nationale
d'économie appliquée de Dakar: the Institut de Formation et de Recherche demographiquas
{IFURG), Yaound2; and the Regicnal Institute for Population Gtudies (RIPS), Legan.

<42. Similarly, the Conference recommended the admission of the fellowing institutions
as associate members of STPA in addition to the Munich Centre for advanced training of
statisticians and sconomists from developing countries: the Institute of Development
Studiss (IDS), Sussex, United Kinedam: the Applied Statistics Research Unit, University
- of Kent, Canterbury, United Kingdom: the Institute of Social Studies (ISS), the. Hague,
the Netherlands: and International Statistics Programmes Center (ISPC), United States
Bureau of the Census, Washington. - ' '
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243. Finally the Conference adopted, after due consideration, the report of the
Working Group on the training of statistical personnel for Portuguese-speaking African
countries (Addis Ababa, October 1880), the report of the Working Group on Statistical
Urganization and Manpower (Addis Ababa, October 1381) and the report of the Meeting

cf Uirectors of Centres participating in the Statistical Training Programme for Africa,
STPA {Addis Ababa, Movember 1961).

Revised African programme on price statistics (item 16)

244, In introducing the revised draft programme for the improvement of African price
statistics (ST/ECA/PSU../:1), the secretariat highlighted the main reasons for the
order of priorities given in the document which depended largely on the importance and
usefulness of the particular price data, the reed for such price statistics in
developing other statistics, the importance of such statistics for business and
commercial planning purposes and the relative ease with which they could be collected.
~The resulting order of pricrities was as follows: -

Priority 1. Price indexes of final expenditure covering the low-income group
in the capital could be used in place of the composite or national index;

Priorities 2 and 3. Exhort and import price indexes - data collection did not
require extensive organizational affort or resources: : K

Priority 4. Wholesale prices and price indexes - data could be collected
through specially designed guestionnaires which could be mailed to the establishments:

Priority 5. Producer pricss and indexes of domestically produted comrodities -
such commodities, more especially industrial cormodities, were usually rather few in
developing countries and thus data on them were relatively not difficult to collect:

Priority 6. Output and input price indexes by kind of activity had been accorded
low priority because of the difficulty in tracing their flow, more specially the input
price data. : ' :

Prioritx 7. Labour cost indexes had also been given low prierity, not because
they were not useful but sc that other statistics mentioned earlier could be develonsd
first; ' Lo ' ~ e

Priorities 8 and 9;.:Extension of price indexes of final expenditure and exchange
rates and purchasing parities required financial and manpower resources and thus were
not easy to implement: hence they had been given low priorities. -

245. The discussion which followed centred, inter alia, price specification.: It was
pointed out that in the case of export price indexes, the specification price should
be in terms of f.o.b.: for import indexes - c.i.f. values- wholesale price indexes -
purchasers’ values; producer prices and indexes - approximate basic values and price
indexes of final expenditure - purchasers' values.
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246. In response to a guery relasting to the need for moving or changing the base once
every five or 10 years, the secretariat explained that no intermaticnal recommendation
existed on that point. The suggestion had been put ferward because most of the
countries’ base periods were 15, 20 or more years old and therefore the indexes based
on these outdated periods had lost their usefulness and did not reflect the current
trends effectively in a given country.

247. In the case where a country preferred one pricrity to ancther, the programme
shouid be irplemented flexibly in the light of the circumstances of each country. The
priorities as they stood acted only as a guide in the development of price statistiecs
and thair order was not to be strictly adhered to.

248. The view was expressed that higher priority should be accorded to extending the
scope and coverage of priority 1 to a few more cities, then towns and villages and to
other income groups. It was pointed, however, that it ws up to countries to decide
according to their needs and the resources available.

249. Ccuntries were asked to take advantage of the FAD regional seminars, workshops,
etc., on topics dealing with agricultural prices.

250. The activities under the International Comparison Project (ICP) were also
briefly discussed.

251. The Commission of the European Economic Community had accepted the request of the
United Nations Statisticel Office to co-ordinate the ICP project for the region during
phase IV of the project (19738-1984). Fifteen countries (seven of which were French-
speaking} had participated in the project and the results were expected towards the end
of 1.0, 7% was hoped that many African countries would participate in the project in
1583, ang that ECA would continue to provide its moral and technical assistance to the
exnanded project.

252, Without prijudging the 1883 deliberations of the United Nations Statistical
Commissicn, the Statisticeal Office of the European Communities was in favour of expanding
the ICP project to embrace all African countries during phase V (1985-198%), and hoped

to be ele to provide during that phase the same co-operation as during phasaz 1V,

18983 World Programme of Industrlal Statistics [1tem 17)

253, The secretariat brleFly descrlbed the 1963 world Programme of Industrial
Stetistics. It was clear . that African priorities related meinly to the organlzatﬂon of
the naticnal industrial censuses scheduled for 1983, the gradual setting up of national
integrated industrial statistics systems over the period. 1883-1993, and the introduction,
at the national level, of rational and effective data processing technlques, in order

to ensure timely publication and to make a w1der range of data available to users.

254. - The secretariat also p01nted out that, if the Progrenne was to be properly.
1wp1en9nted in the region, there was a need not only for the material and financial
resourcss of national statistical services to be increased, but also for training
activities and direct outside technical assistence to be strengthened. The latter
should include both the dispatch, from time to time, of missions from bilateral or
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multilateral co-operation agencies, and the secondment of experts for an average

period of two to three years. A number of technical training and assistance activities
were already being undertaken, under the Programme, by the Munich Centre, UNIDO, the
United Nations Statistical Gffice, ECA and the United States Bureau of the Census. The
Programme activities could be financed from the countries' own resources, based on the
UNDP national indicative planning figures, or through agreements signed with bilateral
or multilateral co-operation agencies, such as the Fonds francais de cooperation, the
Ministry of Overseas Development in the United Kingdom, the European Economic
Community, etc.

255. The secretariat then presented the main conclusions and recommendations of the
Regional Training Seminar on Industrial Censuses, held in Addis Ababa from 1l January
to 13 February 198:, and organized jointly, for the English-speaking.African countries,
by the Munich Centre, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDD),
the United Nations Statistical Office and ECA. Those conclusions and recommendations
stressed, in particular: '

{a) The vital importance of the Programme guide-lines in speeding up the
development of industrial statistics in the countries of the region;

(b} The need to integrate the various inguiries in the industrial sector and
to fill the numerous gaps in the often inadequate data available on small and household
industries, in the light of their important position in the African economies:

(c) The need to acqu1re skilled personnel in the field of sawpling necessary
for carrying out inquiries, since they had an essential role to play in the various
national programmes for the developnent of industrial statistics, particularly as
regards establishments not recorded in the establlshnent reglster, small .and household
industries: .

(¢} The need to pay greater attention to analyzing data on industry, in view of
their vital impecrtance for understanding the structural aspects of the industrial
sector, and the establishment of national accounts, input-output tables, and indicators
of industrial production; and

{2} The reed to introduce rational and BFFectlve data pr009581ng tnchnlques at
the national level.

255. The Comrittee adopted the conclusions and recommendations of the Reglonal
Training Seminar on Industrial Censuses, while stressing the cowplexlty of enguiries
into smali and household industries. Certain participants took the view that the
depressing state of African industrial statistics could be remedied in part by a more
rational organization of national statistical systems and a more judicious use of
available resnurces. o

257. ‘“he Committee also stressed the urgency of establishing a regional technical
assistance programme on industrial statistics, with the aid of the United Nations
Statistical Office and the bilateral and multilateral co-operation agencies. It was
indicated that the ECA consultation missions in certein countries in the region had
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been most useful and had made it possible to corrirfe the work on, inter alia, the
preparation of establishment registers and on improving the methodology of annual
enquiries. That form of technical assistance should be continued or even strengthened.
Nevertheless, the most appropriate form of technical assistance for certain African
countries was the provision of experts for a period of two to thres years, provided
that the donor agencies co-ordinated their activities properly and that the latter
were carried out “within the fremework of national preerammes of industrial enguiries.

258. Finally, the representative of the United States Bureau of the Census reported
that "Providencia”, a case study on the collection of industrial statistics carried
out by that body in 1977, was now being revised so as to follow more closely the
guide-lines of thes 1983 World Programme of Industrial Statistics.

National accounts and related data particularly in least
developed and newly independent countries (item 18)

259, For consideration of agenda item 18, the Committee had before it document
ST/ECA/PS0.2/24. The secretariat gave a brief asccount of the progress made by the
Statistics Division in implementing the programme of work in respect of national
accounts as approved by the first session of the Conference and in implementing the
UNDP-funded project on assistance to lsast developed and newly 1ndependent countries

ir netional accounts (RAF/78/061). The project was not included in the UNDP programming
cycle 1982 to 1985 but the secretariat hoped to be able to continue with the assistance
under the proposed National Accounts Capablllty Programme (NACP), provided the

required funds became available from alternative scurces. Concerning progress in
implementation of SNA, it was noted that a larger number of African countries were now
compiling the more important SHA tables according to the present SNA than was the case
ever before. The secretariat then briefly explained the salient points of the NACP and
requested the Committee to deliberate on the desirability and the suitability of thP
package programme of assistance envisaged under NACP.

260. Several delegations emphasized the necessity to continue technical assistance

in that field and considered the proposals containad in NACP appropriate. The Committee
noted that in several instances, foreimn experts snded up deing most of the work
themselves, leaving little expertise behind when they leave. The proposals contained

in NACP had an advantage in that respect and alse would call for fewsr financial
resources. All participants were unanimous about the recessity of improving the quality
and availability of basic economic statistics. One of them menticned that MNACP should
be implemented more as an economic statistics capability progranme. The Committee

noted that in most countries the estimates relating to the informal sector were the
weakast and that the household surveys proposed under AHSCP should provide sufficient
basic data to improve those estimates in at least the bench-mark years.

26l. One participant noted that some countries continued to seek expert assistance

in the same field even after baving received such assistance for several years. The
Committee recopnised the frequest turnover or rapid loss of trained technical personnel
as the real cause of the problem and the conseguent emphasis required on on-the-job

and seminar training as contained in NACP.
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262. The World Bank and ADB representatives emphasized the importance of having
dependable and timely national accounts statistics for their work. The World Bank
representative also Lriefly referred to the estimates compiled by his agency.

263. The observer from France recalled his country’'s experience in providing assistance
through a programme for the establishment of national accounts services in African
countries and informed the Cormitse that France was willing to provide such assistance
to two African developing countries at z time.

264. One participant inforied the Committee about the arrangements for the forthcoming
conference on national accounts to be held in Yacunde in November 1982 under the Joint
auspices of International Asscciation for Research in Income and Wealth and ECA, and
sought the co-operation and participation of as many African countries as possible.

265. The Committee concluded the discussions on the topic by emphasizing the importance
of national accounts statistics for purpases of planning and government policy
formulation and the importance of having continued assistance in the field.

Rgport on other statistical activities and examinaticn of
future work programme (item 18]

266. The secrstariat presented the report on ECA statistical activities, 19680-1981,
(ST/ECA/PSD.2/25), together with information on recent developments and a general
assessment of the African statistical situation to serve as a background to the
examination of the work programme.

267. It was first agreed that the programme should incorporate a new project on
envirenment statistics. Interest in that area had been demonstrated at a recent
workshop in Nairobi which had been assisted by the Commonwealth Fund for Technical
Co-operation (CFTC). The secretariat was requested to ensure that African statistical
services received copies of the report on the workshop.

268. One of the requirements of envircrment statistics was the preparation of data
according to ecological zones. It was noted in that connexion that such zones were

not easy to determine and the work calied for extensive co-erdination within government,
usually with one ministry, e.g.. egriculture, plaving the lead role. Another aspect

was remote sensing which had aroused considerable enthusiasm and had proved particularly
useful in matters such as the monitoring of nomadic population movements. However, it
was pointed out that priority concerns in the fisld of onvironment statistics differed
between Governments and no standard programme cculd be recormmended.

268. A number of participants mentioned special interests in environment statistics
which had already emerged in connexion with re-afforestation, climate and resettlement.

270. Regarding the work programme as a whole, it was asked why more specific mention
was not made of subjects such as agricultural and employment statistics. .In response
it was stated that such subjects were the primary responsibility of United Mations
specialized agencies rather than regional commissions but that =CA nad now become more
directly involved because much of the relevant deta would be collected through the
African Household Survey Capability Programme (AHSCP).
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27k.. It-was suggested that it was now time to give further consideration to the aims

of the work programme. It should not be directed only to mesting the data requirements

for administration, industry, policy fermuletion and planning, but should alsoc address,

more broadly, the need for information by the public as a whole. In addition it should

give attention to new technical developments which could enhance the work of statistical
services.

272. A further suggestion was that the programme should be reassessed in the light of
basic data sources, e.g., administrative records. Wwhile it was agreed that such an
assessment would be useful, it was felt that the existing subjsct classification in

the programme was more convenient for operational purposes. Nevertheless, it was. noted
that work on the development of infrastructure for economic statistics could: be more
clearly specified. o

273. In the case of industrial statistics the secretariat was réquested to place more
emphasis on commodity production which, it was f&lt, would not be difficult in Africa
because the number of respondents was limited. - ' o

274. Subject to the aveilability of resources, it was requested that the working proup
on-environment statistics should be held earlier than 1987. Also the Directory and
Compendium of Environment Statistics prepared by Kenya with the assistance of the United
Nations Statistical Office as part of its project on environment statistics should be
criculated to national statistical services.

275, It was asked whether projects 3.547.00 and 9.548.00 dealing with dempgraphic and
social statistics and the Regional Advisory Service in Demopraphic Statistics (RASDS)
could be merged because of similarity of subject matter. However, the arrangement would
not be practicable because the two projects were financed from different sources and
were handled by different but closely related organizational units. '

276. Finally it was requested that there should be a working group on statistical
co-ordination and management, if possible in 1984, The meeting would consider tapics
such as the capacity to make use of all the different types of data currently being
generated: -Consider the status of statistical asgencies in the governmant hierarchy
of the countries of the region and the merits of merging statistical and planning
agencies 'in the smaller countries with a population of, say, less than 2 million:
review the structure and arrangements for co-ordination of statistics in various-
countries of the region; consider the special terms, if any, pertaining to the
statistical services in the countries of the region, together with the format of
legislation pertaining to statistical -agencies and development plans pertaining to -
statistics) identify instances of duplication of statistical work in the administration
of various governments; propose standards on relisbility and productivity in the
statistical agencies; and study the extent, scope and prospects of harmonization of .
statistics. It was noted that CFTC might be able to contribute to the cost of
Commonwealth participants attending the meeting.
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277. Attention was drawn to the omission of a treining workshop on census- taklng for
~ French- -speaking countries in 1984 and it was agreed that it should be 1ncluded in tha
- work progranﬁe

Other matters (item 27)

278. with regard to the possible revival of the Association of African Statisticiens
whose constitution was contained in ECA Statistical Newsletter WNo. 55 of June 1980,

the Chairman explalned that at previcus sessions some participants and requested that such
an item be. 1nc1uded in the agenda.

279. The secrstariat gave an account of the history of the founding of the Association

of African Statisticians (AAS) and the reasons for its inability to develop into a

viable institution. AAS had been formed in 1969 at the sixth session of the Conference
of African Statisticians with the objectives of encouraging the development of statistical
science, enhancing the contribution of statistics to human welfare and promoting
co-operation among statisticians in Africa.

280.  Support had been received at the sixth session of the Conference in 1969 from

~ ECA, DAU and OCAM for the formation of AAS. At that Conference an Exscutive Board
with nine members had been set up with members selected with due regard to equltable

geographlcal representation. o

28L.  Unfortunately AAS had never got off the ground. The reasons for the failure
included the fact that, because of the ewpha51s on equitable geographic representation,
members of the Board were spread out all over the continent, which made arrangsments
for frequent communication either by mail or a meeting more difficult. Secondly,
membership of both the Board and AAS generally was limited to statisticians who attended
the Conference. Recommendations about a future revived AAS, it was observed, should
take into account those reasons for example, by making it possible for the Association
to include statisticians not just from statistical offices but also other institutions
in Africen countries - private enterprise, university and research institutions,
banking, etc. Also a p051t1ve effort should be made to contact such persons from

the various organizations in Africa and outside to canvass for membership before 1984.

282, In the discussion that followed, there was a consensus that (a) caution should be
exercised in relaunching the Associaticn, with clese attention paid to the reasons for
the past failure; and (b) it was not possible at the present session to revive AAS.
Instead a small committee should be formed to begin making arrangements from now up to
the next meeting of the Joint Conference in 1984. In the groundwork the follewing
matters should be dealt with: (a) finance, e.g., how a permanent secretariat should be
supported; (b) high turover among statisticians, especially those holding high
positions and its effect on membership; {c) role of national statistical associations
in AAS; (d) payment of subscriptions and type of currency to be used.

283. The Committee decided that a small committee consisting of representatives of the
ECA Statistics Division staff members and the Ethiopian Statistics Office should be
sglected. The committee should do the necessary groundwork for the launching of AAS in
1984 at the next session of Joint Conference. Mr. R. Andriasnasolo and Mr. K.T. de Graft-
Johnson of the ECA Statistics Division and Mr. Mitik Beyene of the Ethiopian Statistics
Office were unanimously elected as members of the committee.
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4. The Demography Committee

284. The Cormmittee elected the following officers :

- Chairman Rwanda
- Vice-Chairman Ethiopia
- Rapporteur The Gambia

Requirements for population data and analysis in development planning (item 21)

285, A representative of the secrstariat reviewed the points raised in the plenary
session on document ST/ECA/PSD.2/3 and emphasized the need to focus discussions on
demogrephic data requirements for development planning in the African region. They
included population and agriculture, pepulation and employment, population and food
oroduction and land tenure systems in the respective countries of the region.

286.  In the discussion which followed the Committee regretted the fact that discussions
had been left to demographers alsne, since the contribution of planners and statisticians
would have been useful to underscore the need for co~operation at the national level
among the three groups of experts. The Committee sugpested that demographic data
requirements in primary education, health and housing planning should be reviewed

further and relationships between population and apriculture discussed as suggested

by the Plenary Session.

287.  In addition to enumerating data requirements, the paper should have demonstrated
the two-way relaticnship between population and development. In that regard, real data
and not hypothetical data should have been used. The representative of the secretariat
explained that there was no consensus of opinion on the relationship between population
and development and emphasized the fact that the paper reviewed the use of demggraphic
data in African development plans as well as the problems of integrating demogrephic
factors in development planning. The paper also presented data that weuld be reguired
for planning primary education, health and housing, and he illustrated the application
of population data in each of the three sectors. He then noted that by varying
assumptions in the illustretions, some indications of the relationship in terms of
costs could be perceived. :

28B. The Committee then noted the need for a dialogue between data preducers and
users in various sectors and emphasized that data users should be inwlved from the
very early stages in data collection. It further stressed the need to analyse those
data as soon as possible.
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289. A representative of the secretariat raised a question on the extent to which
development plans of countries in the region incorporated population variables. For
example, if Governments declared policies on free primary education, were demographers
able to quantify the implications of such policies and bring them to the attention of
planners and policy-mekers. In his opinion, that would be one of the ways in which
demngraphers could play a rcle in alerting policy-mekers to the demographic implications
of policies and programs contained in the plans.

290.  In considering the place of population and agriculture in development planning,
the Cormittee suggested that the land tenure system and transport and market networks
should be taken into account. That would involve the collecticn of statistical data
on agricultural activities, population characteristics and settlement pattems.

291.  In reviewing the relationship between industrial development and population,. the
Cormmittee highlighted problems of merketing primery products of African countries in
developed countries. The representative of the secretariat pointed out that the Lagos
Plan of Action emphasized the need for intraregional co-operation in industrial
developrent and trade. In that connection emphasis was led on the need fo raise the
purchasing power of the population.

292. In discussing what population policy would be compatible with development goals,
the Committee noted the need to define development in the context of the value system

of sach country, its ideological and policy orientations. That would determire the various
types of data to be collected. It was the consensus that population policy would vary
from time to time in each country and would depend on the development objectives and
availability of human and naticnal resources.

293. The guestion on where to place demographers in the government structure was

then raised. The secretariat reminded participants that during the 1974 Werld Population
Canference, that issue had been discussed intensively. The World Population Plan of

Action had made specific recormendations to member States to establish population units

in planning ministries in order to help to integrate population in the cver-all development
process. It was, therefore, up to the countries themselves to implament the recommendations
which ‘had heen adopted in 1974. The Committee then recommended that the services of :
demographers were needed in all government departments.

294,  The Cormmittee further observed that the population prejections and other data
presented in United Nations publications were not of direct relevance to some countries
since they were national or global in nature. The secretariat explained that global
projections would still be useful in a number of ways. Moresver, subnational projections
could be derived from the national projections. However, naticnals should prepare their
own projections at the various levels which were of direct relevance to their planning
needs.

295. Finally, the Committee emphasized the need to re-examine derogrephic data collection
and analytical methods with a view to meking them relevant to African realities. The
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secretariat informed the Commitise that it had started work in that ares and was
collaborating with WFS in the analysis of merriage data from the World Fertility Survey.

296, In introducing thz docurent ST/ECA/PSD.Z2/2 referred to the Committee by tha
plenary gession, a representative of the secretariat reminded the Committee that among
the issues raised at the plenary were errors in the data used in the anelysis, the
raison d'étre for using multivariate analysis and the lack of definition of population
policy in the analysis.

2897. Conceming errors in the data, ths secrstariat explained that any cbserved
discrepanciss between individusl country and United WNetions estimates/projections
reflected differential assumptions. The secretariat than requested the Committee to
indicate whether 2 revised version of the paper should incorporete an appraisal of the
quality of demngraphic data in the region.

298. Regarding the use of multivariate analysis, the secretariat explained that since
population projection assumptions were developed within the framework of the demographic
transition theory, the utilisation of multivariate analy515 for determining population
dynamics factors in the process of population change in the. region was indeed useful.
Howaver, the Committes f2lt that the method was better suited to good quality data. It
recommended the use of technigues less vulnerable to poor quality data. In particular
the Committes made reference to the fact that the use of per capita GNP in such analysis
was not always useful.

293.  On population policiss the secretariat requested the Committee to indicate
whether the revised paper should incorporete a discussion of types of population pelicies.

300.  Finally, the secretariat requested the Committee to decide between a revision
of the two papers (ST/ECA/PSD.2/2 and ST/ECA/PSB.2/3) along the lines sugpested for
submission to the third session of the Joint Conference or the preparation of the
following three papers :

(a) The evolution of population theories and-bolicies in development planning}

(b) African experiences in integrating population variebles in development
planning; and

(c) An appraisal of the quality of demographic data in the African region.

30l.  The Committee favoured the revision of the two papers taking into account
suggestions made.

Training and research in the population field in Africa (item 22)

302. A representative of the Secretariet introduced document ST/ECA/PSD.2/Add.1 and
infermed the Commitiee thal during the period 1380-1981 ECA had assumed full respon51b111ty
for the management of the two reeional training institutss, IFORD and RIPS, and the
Cemcgraphic Unit of the Sahel Institute.
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303.  The Director of the Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques (IFORD),
Yzounde, reported on the achievements and prospects for training and research activities

and on the regionalization of the Institute. With regard to tie training objectives of
IFORD, the Director reported that the Institute trainsc weiographers at the post-graduate
level and encouraged the teaching of courses in population science in other training
centres that did not offer demography as 2 major subject of study. The Institute also

sought to create grester awareness of population factors in the process of economic and

social development. The Directer also provided statistics on recruitment and the
gecgraphical distribution of students so far admitted to the Institute.

304.  In implementing its second training objective, IFORD initieted students into
research, organised seminars on population questions, refresher courses for demographers
working in the field end supported demcgrephic teaching in statistical institutes and

in national universities.

305.  The Conmittee was informed that IFORD carried out research, organised scientific
meetings and disseminated the results. Special mention was made of IFORD's study on
infant and child mortality, which was carried out in collaboration with statistical
departments of the countries included in the study. Mention was also made of other
aspects ‘of research work on the analysis of census data and the study of demographic
concepts suitable to the African region. The Director informed the Committee that future
research activities of IFORD would include the continuation of the infant and child
mortality study which would be extended to rural communities.

306.  Tha Institute intended-to intensify its publishing activities and to crganize
scientific mestings whenever resources were available.

307.  The Director briefed the Committes on progress mode on the repionalization of
the Institute. A regionalization mission had been carried out and a Meeting of plenipo-
tentiaries of countries served by the Institute had been held. The Meeting had made
recommendations on the enlarged Govemning Council, finencing arrangements and the
implementation of the new statutes for consideration by the ECA Canference of Ministers.

308. Finally, the Urited Republic of Cemercon wculd cease applying the first agreement
as of 30 June 1982. The Meeting of Plenipotentiariss hbad recognized the need to hold a
Governing Council budgetary sesecion curing the Tripeli meetin. of the Conference of
Ministers. The ECA Executive Secretary in his letter of October 1981 had requested
countries served by the Instituts to advance $US 10,000 to enable the Institute meet

its cormitments during the transition perisd after June 1982.

308.  During the discussions, questions were raised abouh the equivalance of the IFORD
diploma in countries served by the Institute. It was agreed that that was & metter for
individual countries to resolve. The Committee requested that IFORD should provide
refresher courses for its graduates currently working in their respective.countrieg and
was informed that the first of such courses had been offersd in 1881 in collaboration
with IUSSP and INED, Paris.

iy Thets -
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310. The Committee expressed keen interest on the infant and child mortality study
and expressed the wishto see the methodology developed and the study extended to the
rural population. o

311.  The Director of the Regional iInstitute of Population Studies (RIPS), Accra,
reporting on ten years of work, noted that the Institute differed from all other United
Naticns sponsored population institutes in that it was the only one physically located
within a university and offering the degrees and diplomas of the University of Ghana.
That enabled it to share staff, library and other facilities of the University.

312.  The Institute had been able to fulfil its mandatefor training, providing adviscry
services, research and publishing. With regard fc training, 251 students had undergene
training at the Institute. OFf the 137 who had completed the course of study, 24 had
failed. The course included statistics, substantive demography,economics, sociclogy
and practical experience of field work and research. The Institute planned to broaden
the courss content in future to include historical demography of Africa, actuarial
science and international economics.

313.  Sixty-eight students had conpleted the Master of Arts degree programme. The
Institute currently had two Ph.0. students and ancther three would soon Jjoin  the
programme. Ten other former students of the Institute were currently working for a
Ph.D. degree elsewhere, and that one had successfully corpleted his programme.

314, With regard to in-service training and ad hoc ccurses, the Institute had organizad
courses in Liberia, Zambia, Ghana and Niperia. Four seminars had alsa besn organized

in the last five years. The Institute’s efforts in thet ares were limited by the

scarcity of resources.

315.  Advisory services had been provided in conjunction with ECA to the Nigerian
Covernment in respect of the new Federal capital city projects to the Governments of
the Libyan Areb Jemahiriya, the Suden, Liberia and Lesctho in census analysis; and to
the Government of Ghana on education and cther areas as well as to the World Health
Jrganization, the World Fertility Survey, and the United Naticns Population Division.

31B.  The Institute publisﬁed_two newsletters - the RIPS and PIDSA Newsletters and two
journals (African Demography, and PIDSA Abstracts). Publisation of PIDSA Abstracts had

been made possible by a grant from the International Development.Research Centre (IDRC)
of Canada. '

317.  Reporting on the research activities of the Institute, the Director mentisned
studies on simulation models using African data, alternative models of education systems
for African countries, patterns and perceptions of menstrual bleeding and fertility
regulating methods, international labour migration in some West African countries and
vital mates in some East African cities.
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318.  For the future, the Institute planned specializad ad hoc courses for professionals
and would produce textbooks and workbooks. It would continue to -collaborate with local
universities and research institutions in training and research. The Director expressad
the hope that other countries served by the Institute would share the cost of running

the Institute and participate actively in its managerment so that it could become fully
regional.

318.  In the discussions that followed seme participants wondered whether RIPS would
consider introducing external Master!'s degres courses. The Director explained that the
Institute had no such plans. The University of Ghana was considering the proposal to

convert the Graduate Diploma in Population Studies to a Master of Arts degree and for

the latter to be remamed an M.Phil. The Dirsctor alsc explained that pradustes of ‘the
Institute had had no problems in finding employment or in having their status recognized.

In fact the Institute had received reports that former students were increasingly being
given positions of greater responsibility in government and the international ocrganizations.

320.  The Institute, he concluded, wished to express its gratitute and appreciation
for support from UNFPA, the Ghanaian Government and the University of Ghana.

321.  The Co-ordinator of the Socio-economic and Demogrephic Unit (USED) of the Sahel
Institute reported on the activities of his institution, . ‘

322. The Sahel Institute, which was the research and training organ of Permanent Inter-
State Committee on Drought Cantrol in the Sahel (CILSS), had established a demographic
research programme for the Sahel (PRDS), financed by USAID, with a contribution fram
UNFPA. : ‘

323.  The major objectives of PROS included improvement of planning machineries,
development of capacities for demographic data collection, analysis and research,
increasing scientific and technical co-operation within a subregional development
perspective and contributing to the definition of viable population policies.

324,  The programme, which had been approved by the States members of CILSS, had five
major components: analysis of demographic data, undertaking demographic and related
surveys, collection of health statistics, supporting training in statistics and
demography and encouraging subregional co-operation through seminars and workshops.

325, After the discussion of the activities of the regional institutes the secretariat
presented the revised statutes of IFORD and RIPS. They had been referred back to the
Conference of Ministers by the General Assembly together with comments from the United
Nations Offices of Legal Affairs, Personnel and Finance Services. The comments had been
duly incorporated in the statutes. The Cormittee took note of the arendments and submitted
a draeft resolution for adoption by the Conference of Ministers.
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Report on population activities in 1980*1982 and programme of
work for 1982-1983 titems 23 and 24)

326. In introducing document ST/GCA/PSD.Z2/27, the secretariat reported that its
programme of work, as in the past, focused on creating greater awareness of the short-
and long-term consequences of demographic trends; deweloping, testing and applying
techniques of demographic research to study and evaluate population dynamics affecting
socio-economic policies and programmes in African development in the context of the
Lapos Plan of Action;and providing assistance to African Governments in the analysis
of censuses and surveys and in the training of personnel for work in the field of
population.

327.  The secretariat informed the Committee that, althcugh the Commission's
responsibilities in the field of population had greatly increased with the decentralization
of the management of the two regional institutes (IFORD, Yaounde and RIPS, Accral and

the Demogrephic Unit of the Sahel Institute, there had been a reduction in UNFPA

assistance to the regional African programme. That reduction, which had not been balanced
by an equally significant increase in United Nations repgular budget rescurces, made

it impossible for the secretariat to inplement all projects on the work programme.

328.  The secretariat gave 2 summary of research projects which were completed or

were still in progress. The major activities undertaken included population estimates
and projections for African countries undertaken repularly as part of the United Nations
projections progremme, studies on population growth in Africa, demographic trends and
pclicies in Africa from 1870 to 2000 and intemational migration in Africa. They were
sent for comments to member States and countries’ comments were to be incorporated in

g final study. The final report of the Lagos demographic survey undertaken in the context
of the new cepital city of Nigeria had been completed and submitted to the Government.
The secretariat hed also completed the first staee analysiz of the results of the joint
ECA/Government of Zambia survey on infant and childhood mortality and fertility in that
country. These results were toc be presentsd at a naticnal feedback seminar scheduled to -
take place in Kabwe, Zambia, from 18 to 24 April 1882. As part of the United Nations
progranmme of comparative analysis of the World Fertility Survey deta, the secretariat
had completed three studies on marital composition and fertility, age at first marital
union and fertility, and effects of marital duration, ethnicity and education on mean
parity from the Kenya and Lesotho deta. Such comparative studies would be extended to
include Senegal, the United Republic of Cameroon, the Ivory Coast and Tunisia as data
became available. In that context the secretariat would collaborate with WFS to develop
suitable methodologies for studies on nuptiality and fertility in African countries.

325.  Work was in progress on the second round of populaticn projections by the ECA
secretariat. That project, which was of a repetitive nature, was being carried out in
collaboration with the United Naticns Headnuarters. The exercise had enable the
secretariat to establish a country file system which would facilitate updating the
pro jections.
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330. Macro and micro case studies on African countries had been discontinued for luck
of resources. However, the secretariat had provided assistance to the Governments of
Guinea and the United Republic of Tanzania in organizing and publishing the proceedings
of national seminars on population and development. The secretariat had alse assisted
the Ivory Coast Government in preparing the project request for a national seminar on
pepulation and development for submission to UNFPA. National seminars planned for
Rwanda had been shelved because the requisite funds from UNFPA had not bsen available.

331.  The secretariat reported significent progress in the regularity of the publication
of the African Population Newsletter. A third edition of the Directory of African
Demographers had been published and work was in progress to computerize the Directory.
That would make it easier to update it regularly.

332. The proceedings of the Expert Group Meeting on Fertility and Mortality Levels,
Patterns and Trends in Africa and Their Policy Implications which had met in Monrovia
Noverber/Decerber 1979 had been published in English and French under the title
"Population Dynamics: Fertility and Mortality in Africa” (ST/ECA/Ser.A/l).

333.  The secretariat continued to receive and disseminate among member States
population information from different sources. The Committee was informed that, in an
effort to improve the population documentation service of the secretariat as recommended
by Conference of Ministers resclution 366 (XIV), a submission had been sent to UNFPA
for assistance. At the request of UNFPA, the project is currently being reformulated.

In order to improve that service an appeal was made to merber States to send population-
related articles of a general nature for publieation in the Newsletter.

334. The secretariat had provided advisory services on demographic data analysis and
related activities to the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Lesotho, Mali, the Ivory Coast,
Somalia, Malawi, Guinea, the Comoros, Rwanda and 0jibouti. It had alsc assisted the
Niger Basin Authority in preparing a project request for 2 population study which was
integrated in the development plan of the Authority.

335. At the request of UNFPA, staff of the secretariat had participated in needs
assgssment missions to Malawi, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Sierra Leone and the Central African
Republic. .

336. Tt was anticipated that advisory service activities would expand considerably
with the increasing availability of census data from the 1970s and 1980s round of
censuses and the availability of three regional advisers. Their work within the region
continted toc be restricted by limited travel funds.

337.  Staff of the secretariat had attended many conferences, expert group meetings
and seminars and presented papers on population related subjects. The most important
of them were: Training Workshop on Population projections, Budapest, Hungary, March
1980; UNFPA Inter-agency Consultative Cormittee Meeting, New York, Mey 1980: World
Fertility Survey Conference, lLondon, July 1880; Meetings of the United Nations
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Working Group on Comparative Anﬂly is of World Fertility Survey Data, Geneva, 198C-1981;
Inter-agency working Group on Demographic Estimates and Projections, November, 1980;

the twenty-sixth session of the Population Commission, New York. January- February 1381,
and the Consultative Meetine an the Internatioral Population Network, (POPIN), Geneva,
June 1981.

338. - The secretariat reporved thet the new statutes for the two regional institutes
which had been approved =t tho sixth meeting of the Conference of Ministers (1980) and
forwarded to the General Assembly through the Economic and Socizl Council were referred
back to the Council of Ministers for amendments. The secretariat had made the proposed:
amendments and the revised versions were being forwarded to the Confesrence of African
Ministers for orward transmissicn to. the General Assembly through the Economic and
Social Council. ' - )

339. The Committee was informed that the secretarist collaboreted with United Nations
organizations and other organizations in implementing projects. Collaboration with
United Nations Headquarters had besn extensive particulariy in the areas of population
prajectlons and WFS GOﬁparﬂtWVQ analysis. The secretariat had also collaborated with:
ILO in organizing national seminars and with WHO in planning a workshop in Populatien
Health and Development Plannino, schedulsd for Tunis 1883.

400. The secretariat has alsc collaborated with WFS, the Maghreb Population Association,
the Inter Parlismentary Union, etc.

401. The secretariat presented a programme of work for the period 1882-1983 with
projections for 18684-1985 and emphasized that the programmes would be implemented if

the necessary resources were forthcoming. Under the programme the secretariat plannsd
considerable expansion in documentation, adv1aory services and research on population
dynamics in countries of the region. In all, nine studies were envisaged in subprogramme
9.451.00 (relevant aspects of population policies and programmes within the rTramework

of economic and social development): 15 in subprogramme 9.482.00 (population-dynamics _
and economic and social dewvelopment]) and two in subprogranrme 9.483.00 (regional training
and research).

402.  These projects would aim at creating greater awareness of short and long-term
effects of observed nopulaticn trends in the region, the development of research
methodologies on popuTarlon dvnamics suitable for African conditions and assisting
African Governments in training suitable staff for population-related work.

403. - During discussions on the report on population activities in 1980-1981, the
Carmittee was informed by the United Nations Department of Technical Co- -operation for
Development (OTCC) about its collaboration with ECA in providing advisory services to
ECA member States in the analyglq of census data. The Commitiee was alsoc informed of
DTCD's current efforts to acquire and adopt computer software for census analysis and
of its programme of providing shcrt-term training in this field to naticnal experts.
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404, The Committee emphasized the need for the secretariat to move away from the
ideological bias of viewing rapid population growth as a negative factor in development.
The Committee was also concerned about the guality of data used in some of the
completed studiss and expressed the wish to see more work on the quality of data.

405. A discussion on breastfeeding emphesized the need for Governments to study the
problems relested to artificial infant formulae in differing socia-eccnomic situations
before evalving programmes aimed at encouraging breastfeeding and discouraging artifitial
milk feeds for infants. o

406.  The Conmittee noted that no work had been done on interrelationships between
population and agriculture and requested the secretariat fo undertzke studies in that
area which were relevant to the rural population which constituted abrut four fifths
of the total population of Africa.

407.  The Committee examined the work programme of the secretariat for the period
1982-1983 with projecticns for 1984-1885 and emphasized the need to " Africanize”

of the methodology of research work. In thet regard, several participants requested

that the secretariat should undertake studies in areas of interest to African development
planning and experiment on methodologies suitable for African conditions.

408.  In considering the work progranmme on training, participants requested the
secretariat to undertake training workshops in dempgraphic analysis which would help
te develop national capabilities.

403.  In approving the work programme, the Committee requested the inclusion of

two projects in the work progremme for 1982-1882. They ware: {a) The ewelution of
population theories and policies in the African region, and (b) African experiences in
integrating population variables in economic and social development planning. It also
emphasized the need to streamline the subjsct matter of proposed studies in a priority
order that took due cognissance of the interest of African countries and limited
resources available in the secretariat.

410.  Finally, the Committes expressed the wish to ses more work on the development
and analysis of vital registration data in African countries.

4ll. In presenting the document (ST/ECA/PSD.2/2/Add.1) on budgetary implications of

the curtailment of UNFPA support to ECA Population Division infrastructurs posts, the
secretariat informed the Committee that the ECA work programme in population called for
increased staff. Up to 1976, the responsibility of funding the Division had been largely
borne by UNFPA. Since then, UNFPA's financial support of the Division had been decreasing.
Recently, the Governing Council of UNFPA had decided that, with effect from 31 December
1983, UNFPA would stop funding the post of the Director of the Population Division.

It would also phase out the funding of the other infrastructure posts during the 1984-
1985 biennium.
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412. In the resulting discussion, the Committee expressed great concern about the
decision by UNFPA and 3ccordingly submitted a draft resolution through the ECA
Conference of Ministers urging the General Assembly to provice the infrastructure
posts needed to enable the ECA secretariat to implement the population work progranne
in the African region. o :

413. Specifically, the Committee requested explanations for:

(a) The:n§n~inclusion in the document under reference of an analysis of the
implications of curtailment of funds by UNFPA for country projects since the case
presented in the document appeared internal tc the ECA sceeretariat;

(b) The action taken by UNFPA; and
(c) The status of United Nations experts in relation to country projects.

414. 1In its reply, the secretariat first made a distinction between country projects
on the ong hand and regional projects on the other and stressed that the document was
addressed specifically to the effects of UNFPA's curtailment of funds on the regional
projects. The secretariat further stressed that the focus on the regional projects

was aimed at highlighting the possible conseguences if no steps were taken to provide
adequate staff for implementing the ECA secretariat’s work programme in the fisld of
populaticn. Regarding the status of bUnited Nations experts in country projects, the
secretariat requested the country representatives in the Committes to raise the issue
during the meeting of the Joint Committee on Statistics and Demography.

415. The LNFPA representative explained that the decision by UNFPA's Governing Council
to discontinue funding infrastructure posts in the ECA Population Division was in line
with the need to encourage the regional commissions to absorb infrastructure posts into
their regular budget. Commenting specifically on the document presented by the
secretariat, he observed that UNFPA was currently funding 71 per cent of the posts in
the Population Division of the £CA secretariet as against 30 per cent of the 27 posts
in ESCAP and.:25 per cent of the 15 posts in ECWA. He stressed that ECLA had indeed
absorbed all the posts in its Populatisn Oivision. According to him the comparison
noted in paragraph 11 of the document under reference appeared to overstate the
prchlem, Finally, he drew the attention of the Committee fo the fact that the UNFPA
Executive Director was scheduled to hold a consultative meeting with the executive
secretaries of the regional commissions later in 1982. The Executive Director also
intended to point out to the next meeting of the UNFPA Governing Council scheduled for
June 13882, the adverse effects of the decision by UNFPA to cut funding of population
activities in the regions. Me hoped that some agreement would be reached between UNFPA
and regional commissions so that existing work programmes were not adversely affected.
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5. Joint meeting of the Statistics and Demography Cormittees

Demography and related statistics:progress report on the 1980 censuses,
demographic surveys and civil repistration (item 25)

416.  The background papers for the item were:(the report on censuses, demographic
surveys and civil registration (ST/ECA/PSD.2/28), the report of the Working Group on
Civil Registration Systems and Vital Statistics Collecticn in Africa (ST/ECA/PSD.2/23)
and Statistical Information Bulletin for Africa, No. 14, which contained papers
prepared for a propesed Working Group on Coverage and Content Error Evaluation in
African Censuses and Surveys. The working group had been pestponed indefinitely because
of UNFPA's financial crisis and it was therefore considered appropriate to present

the prepared papers in the Statistical Information Bulletin.

417.  In introducing the three documents, the secretariat highlighted problems
encountered in the implementation of national population plans in the region. The
problems included lack of adeguate finanmcial rescurces, defects in general organization,
delays in cartographic preparations and bottlenecks in data processing.

418.  The secretariat also stressed that the position with respect to data evaluation,
analysis and utilisation had improved somewhat, zlthough there was need for more
progress in that.area. : : '

418.  The recommendations on civil registraticn systems and vital statistics collection
outlined in paragraph 118 of document ST/ECA/PSD.2/29 were stressed and African countries
were urged, in view of the current financial climete, to apply the spirit cf self-
reliance in trying to implement those parts of the suggested work programmes which
affected them.

420, A representative of UNFPA outlined the policy of the Fund in the field of

external assistance. He gave a short history of the Fund and explained that the decade
ending in 1980 had been the golden years of his organization. More than 3US 100 million
had been spent in African countries on more than 500 projects. Data collection, analysis
and dissemination projects acccunted for about 60 por cent of the funding assistance
glven. However, he stressed that the-Fund operated on voluntary contributions only. Thus
when in 1981 many of its donors started having severe financial problems, UNFPA had begun
to experiance a crisis. It was suddenly discovered that the Fund had commitments far

in excess of its actual rescurces since a nurber of donors which had promised to increase
their contributions could not do so owing to the recessicn, the appreciation of the
dollar on the international money markets had had an adverse efféct on the resources

made available to the Fund by donors and finally the effects of inflation had reduced

the magnitude of its assistance in real terms.
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421.  Thus the Fund had to undertake an agonising re-appraiszal of its commitments.
The actions taken included eliminating prujects which had proved unsatisfactory in the
past, rephasing of budgets and delaying the start of now project. That position had
been cermunicated to countries through the normel channels (i.z., the UNDP Resident
Representative).

422,  We also indicated that UNFPA's Gaverning Council had issued new guidelires in
1981. They covered the preparation of a new work plan to take account of a 10 per cent
inflation rate, revising its priorities with family health, population educaticn, data
collection, population dynamics and claboration and assessment of population policies
being the new order of priorities, and finally the reduction of WNFPA’s support ta
multinational activities so that they did not exceed 20 per cent of resources.

423.  He concluded by indicating that in the years ahead the proportion of aid aveilable
to Africa from his organization would be increased.

424.  Most of the discussion which followed focused on the UNFPA statement. The issues
raised ranged from Africa’s share of the aid programme to the reasons why UNFPA did not
attempt to meet its existing commitments before accepting new ones. The UNFRA
representative explained that all regicns of the world had been equally affected by
UNFPA's cutbacks.

425.  The Joint Committee criticised UNFPA not only for its inability to meet its
previous commitments but also for the failure of the Fund to inform member States of

the situation in time for them to consider other opticns. Frank statements on the funding
situation would have done a lot to dispel the credibility pap which now existed with
respect to UNFPA’s aid programme. In that connection one participant expressed his
disappointment with UNFPA over its failure to fulfil the financial commitments it had
made to his country’'s population census preject and further condemned WNFPA,s failure

to communicate its inability to provide the promised assistance. Several others agreed
with the main points, namely failure to meet commitments and failure ta inform the
countries of such difficulties.

426. It was stressed that timely information on UNFPA’s problems about mesting its
existing obligations would have prevented the pressnt unfortunate positicn with respect
to project implementation after national budgets had already been approved. In any casc
in any modifications of the country aid programme, the countries concerned should. have
been consulted to enable them to indicate their priorities.

427.  In response to individual country comments, the UNFPA representative explained
that the cuts had had to be undertaken rather suddenly and that accounted for countries
belng taken by surpriss. Recent indications were that UNFPA could in 1982 increase its
allocation to African countries over the minimum amounts already alloted. Some of the
problems raised by the countries had already besn settled.
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428, The WFS representative outlined the progress of WFS in Africa and gave information
on plans for in~depth and cross-national analysis in the region. He explained that 13
African countries had participated in the WFS, six funded by UNFPA, five by USAID and

two by the United Kingdom. He describec the g=neral characteristics of the surveys in

the 13 countries, including the type of modules which had been attachad to the core
questicnnaire.

428.  In addition, he described some of the workshops which had bsen ccnvened for
the eavaluation of survey data. So far Kenya, Lasothe and Senegal had participated in
such workshops. Further workshops were planned to take place in the near future.

430.  The secretariat supplemented the information provided by the WFS representative.
and indicated that the ECA Population Division, as part of the programme agreed upon by
the Working Group on Comparetive Analysis of WFS, had started work on the data from
Kenya and Lesotho in respect of the following five resecarch topics:

(a) Relaticn between fertility, literacy and educational levels of parents;
(b} Rurel-urban fertility differences;

(c) Marital status, composition and fertilitys

(d) Age at first marital union and fetility; and

(e) Standardisation of the impact of education, ethnicity and marital duration
on mean parity.

The results of these studies would be published by the end of 1982 as background
material for the Expert Group on Fertility and ths Family prior to the 1964 World
Population Conference.

431.  With respest to in-depth and comparcztive analyeis, African demographic research
institutions were urged to take the lead rcle as far as data from African surveys were
concerned and to work in groups rather than individually.

432.  Further discussion covered the content of the census questionnaire, acceptance
of census results and corrections to country informetion contained in document
ST/ECA/PSD.2/26. The Joint Committee reaffirmed the recommendation of the Working Group
on African Recommendations for the 1380 Round of Population and Housing Censuses
convened in July 1978 relating to the inclusion of demographic, social and economic
guastions in the list of teopics toc be investigated in such operations.

433,  The Joint Committee stressed that non-acceptance of census results was due
mainly to the use of census results for non-statistical purposes. The United Nations
recommendation on that question menticned in paragraph 22 of document ST/ECA/PSD.2/28
was stressed agzin by the secretariat.
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434, Participants also uptdeted and corrected information contained in annexes II
and IV of document ST/ECA/PSD.Z/28.

435. The Joint Committee also approved the Report of the Working Croup on Civil
Ragistration Systems and Vital Statistics Collection in Africa. ,

436.  The observer from the LSSR gave & brief report on the last census of his country
conducted in 1573 and indicated that a brief report of Soviet experience in that fiszld
was available in a publication in English only which had been criculated to participants.

437+«  Finally, the secretariat stressed the need for participants from countriss
represented on the UNDP and UNFPA Gowvernirg Councils (namely Gabon, Guinea, Liberia,
Malawi, ™ali, Nigeria, Rwanda, Uganda and Zambia} to use their influence through
official channels to get their representatives to put the African case for assistance
in data collezction and analysis at the next meeting of the Councils. A resclution on
the matter was to be introduced at the resumed plenary meeting of the Joint Conference.
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6: Resumed Plenary 3essicn

Review of committee deliberaticns and summary of main conclusions
(item 2R}

438. The chairmen of the planning, statistics, demography and joint
statistics and Demography commitiees pressniced vocrbal reports on the work
of their committees and highlighted the main canclusicons end recommendations.
The Joint Conference, ata:r comments and amendments, approved the reports

of the committees for inclusion as part of the raport of the second session
of the Joint Conference cof African Planners, Statisticiarns and Demographers.

439, After the draft report of the Demography Committee was presented,
several participants reguested further explanations on the amended statutes
of the United Nations regional institutes for population studies (IFGRD, '
Yaounde, and RIPS, Accra! and the draft resolution recommending that the
General Assembly should approve the statutes at its thirty-ssventh sessichl‘

440. The secretaria% explained that the new version of the statutes, which.
had been submitted to the Dsmography Committee for informaticn, had been
amended in accordance with comments received from the United MNations Offices
for Legal Affairs, Fersonnel Services and Financial Services. The amend-
ments effectec involved altering some articles related to the administrative
and fimancial managerent of the institutes in accordance with United Nations

rules and procedures. Tho amendments had been requested by the General
Assembly which hzad also directed that the amended versions be submitted
to the Conference o+ linicters for transmission to the General Assambly.

441, The representativs of the United Republic of Camercon informed the
Conference of coaclucionse and recommendations of the Meetinz of Pleni-
potentiaries of the countries served by IFORD on the regionalisation of the
Institute, which had taken place in July 1881 in Yaounde. He recalled that
the Eastern and Ncrth Africa subrezions, which were not sufficiently re-
presented at the Yaounde Meeting., should take the necessary steps to
nominatr their repressntatives to the Governing Council of IFGRE the

first session of wihich, czszntially devoted to hudgetary quaestions. would
be held during the £ZCA Conference of Ministers in April 1882 in Tripoli.

He also recalled inat t7e ECA £xecutive Secretary had been requested Dy

the Meeting of Pleninocenv.aries to follow up the guestion.. It was hoped
that the Executive Secrziory would complete that mission successfully so
that the Institute could function without problems a“ter 30 June 1882, an
which date the United Republic of Camercon would cease to finance alone

the operating costs of the Institute. He finally requested the secretariat
to circulate the conclusions and recommendations of the Plenipotentiaries
Meeting on IFGRD to participate to enable them to brief the caompetent
authorities further cn the guesticn of regionalisation.



E/ECA/CM.B/22
Page BSY

Provisional agesnda for the third session of the Joint Conference

{agenda item 28)

442.

The Conference acopted the following provisional agenda for its

next session:

Plenary meeting

DU WM e

~
.

8.
g.
10.
11.

12.

13.

14,

UOpening address
Election of officers
Adoption of the arenda _
Matters aricing Ffrom previous United Nations and ECA meetings
Technical assistance in planning, statistics and demography
The role nf demegranhic variables ir the formulation of
development policies and plans
The African Household Survey Capebility Programme:
Progress repoeort and selected issues
Report of the Working Group on Socio-Economic Indicators
Report on the development aof ECA's statistical data base
Planning, organization and manpower
An overview of the training of specialists:

fal Planners
(b) Statisticians
(c}) DLCemopraphers

Selected methodological and statistical studies:

(2) Productivity, structure and development of
manufacturing in Africa

(bl An analysis of the available national accounts
srtatistical data of African countries

(c) Fubiic debt of African countries

Uegvelapment of environmment statistics - selected issues and
probiems and suggested national work programmes
1983 %W¢-1ld Programme Industrial Statistics: Progress report

Planning comnittse

Statistics

15,
18.

17.

i6.

19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

Election of officers

Review o+ the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Acticn
including & critical analysis of current national development
nlan:

Study ' faoreign exchange leakages in African countries

Study on the co-ordination of development activities between
the publiic and private sectors in African countries

Review of progress in the implementation of dutlook systams
in th=2 African region _ _

Report on ¢he extension of the study an tariff protection
“0 subregional economic communities

Institute of Economic Development and Planning

Repurt orn ECA planning activities 1882-1983 and examination
of wnrk programme (1984-18986, with projections to 1989)

Adoption of the report

committon

24.
25.

Election of officers
The Statistical Training Programme for Africa: selected issues
and ;,voblems and future plan of action
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26. General review of work in economic statistics including a
progress report on the implementation of the revised SNA

27. Review of rnational data prucessing capabilities

28. Report on otner statistical activivies (lwdZ-iws3d) and
examination of future work programme (1984-1888, with
projections up to 188%)

29, Association of African Statisticians

30, Adoption of the repart

Demography committes

31. Election of officers _
32, Populaticn activities during the period 1982-1984 ;

(al FResearch and studies in the ECA secretariat

(b) Treaining and research in the ECA regional institutes
(s} Regional advisory services

{dY Information and clearing house

33, Programme of work in populetion (18984-1886, with projections
up tao 1989)
34. Adoption of repert

Planning and Statistics (Joint committes meeting) s

35. S5tudy on the role of small-scale business enterprises in the
davelaopment of African countries

Statistics and Cemceraphy (Joint committee meeting)

36. Demozraphic data collection and analysis in the African region:

(al A report on activities
(b)Y An appraisal of the guality oFf dota

37, ‘Selectéﬂ concepts, definitions and classifications relevant
to the study of fertility, mertality anu migration

Planning and Depograghy (Joint committee meeting)

38, The evolution of population theories and policies in
developmaent planning

Resumed plenary meeting

38. Other btsiness

40, Consideration of the draft provisional agenda for the fourth
session of the Jeint Conference

41. Review of committee deliberations and summary of main conclusions

42, Report of the Joint Conference to the ECA Conference of Ministers

Report of the Conference to theECA'CnnFerence of Ministers {item 28]

443, 0On March 17, 1962 the Coaference unanimously adopted the present report
to the ECA Conference of Ministers on the work of its seconc session to-
gether with the rssolutions centained in section 0 below.
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I. DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR SUBMISSION THROUGH THE CONFERENCE
OF MINISTERS TO THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

New statutes of the Regional Institute for Population Studies, Accra, and the
"Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques”™, Yaounde

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling resolution 367(XIV) of the Conference of Ministers of the Economic
Commission for Africa of 27 March 1979 which requested the Executive Secretary of
that Commission to initiate action to make the Regional Institute for Population
Studies at Accra and the Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques at
Yaounde fully repional in character,

Further recalling resolution 393 (XV) of the Conference of Ministers of the
Economic Commission for Africa of 12 April 1980 which endorsed the new statutes of
the two institutes and recommended that the statutes should be submitted through the
Economic and Sccial Council for approval by the General Assenbly,

Recalling resolution 426(XVI) of 10 April 1981 on the full regicnalization of
the regional training institutes for population studies in Africa which submitted the
new statutes to the General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council,

Noting with satisfaction the action taken by the Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Africa and the Governments of the host countries of the two
institutes to bring about their regionalization, notably through the organization of
sensitization missions within the countries served by each of the two institutes on
the regionalization and activities of the institutes,

Having approved the revised new statutes in the light of the institutes®,
status as subsidiary bodies of the Commission.

Conscious of the urgent need to bring about the regionalization of the two institute

1. Reqguests the Secretary-General to ensure that the new statutes as amended
and annexed to the present resolution are resubmitted to the General Asserbly at its
thirty-seventh session:

£. Recommends that the Generel Assembly should approve the two statutes at
its thirty-seventh session;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, in
collaboration with the Governments of the host countries of the institutes, to submit
a progress report to the Conference of Ministers of the Economic Conmmission for Africa
at its next meeting.
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II. ORAFT RESOLUTIONS FOR ADOPTION BY THE ECA CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS

African Household Survey Capability Programme

The Conference of Ministers,

Taking note of the report of the second session of the Joint Conference of
African Planners, Statisticians and Uemographers 1/ and realising the importance of
@ national household survey capability in order to generate continuing data to: plan
socio-economic development and to assess the impact of such development on the quality
of life of the population, :

Recalling resolution ECO(XVIII)/Res.9 of 4 May 1978 which, inter alia, endorsed
the regional component of the African Household Survey Capability Programme and urged
the United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank, African Development Bank and

other multilateral and bilateral donor agencies to mobilise resources in support of
statistical training and household surveys in the African region, '

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 2055 (LXII) of
5 May 1977 which drew the attention of developing countries to the possibility of
using additional United National Development Programme funds to support the
establishment or upgrading of national household survey capabilities as an important
component of developmental infrastructures and requested the Secretary-General and
the United Nations Development Programme in co-operation with the World Bank and in
consultation with other multilateral and bilateral donor agencies to consider the
modalities for carrying out this development activity.

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resclution 1979/5 of § May 1979
which strongly urged the developing countries to take maximum advantage of the
Progranme and to prepare long-term plans for survey data collecticn in a variety of
areas in the context of their national and statistical development plans,

Realising that the statistical information required for formulating, implementing
and monitoring socio-economic plans in general, and, in particular, the Lagos Plan of
Action 2/ will be generated largely as an output of national household survey programmes,

Bearing in mind the substantial assistance African countries have received from
the staff of the regional component of the African Household Survey Capability
Programme based at the headquarters of the United Nations Fcomomic Commission Ffor
Africa in the fields of project formulation, technical backstopping and standards
implementation,

17 E/ECR/TM.8/22
2/ A/S-11/14, annex 1.
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1. Recontirme the 1wp0“tunce it attaches to the African Household Survey
Eapablllty Prngranne which aims at building national household survey. capabilities
in African sountries to enzsble them to collect, process and analyse on a continuing

basis integrated dEWDgFEphlc, soclal and councriic data on households and household
members :

Z. DOraws the attention of States members of the United Nations Econemic
Commission for Africa to the rnesd to make adequate financial provision for their
natlonal housenold BUVEY Programmoss

Ugges the African representatives on the Governlng Council of the United
Natlons Deve]opwent Programme to stress at the next Council meeting the importance
 that Africar countries attach to the National Household Survey Capability Programme
" and the need for the United Nations Development Programme, in-co- operatlon with the:
World Bank and in congultation with multilateral and bilaterel agencies, to mobilize
resources for the 1rnls¢entat¢on of country prngects -under thls prugrawwﬁ

‘ - Requests the Exaﬂublue Secretary of the Econunac Connu551on For Africa to

seek the necessary resgurces from the United Nations Development. Progranne and other
multilateral and bilateral donor agencies for the continuation of -the regional
component of the progremmes bevornd 1982.
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Uemographic _data collection and analysis
The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution Z211(XXI) of 17 December 1966 which
called upon the United Nations and the specialized agencies concerned to assist, .
when requested, in further developing and strengthening natiocnal and regional :
facilities for training, research, information and advisory services in the field
of population,

Recalling also the Economic and Social Council resolution on Development of
Activities in the Field of Population 1273(XLIII) of 4 August 18967, which urged all
organizations within the United Nations system to make every effort with a view to
developing and rendering more effective their programmes in the field of population,
including training, research, information and advisory services,

Recalling the Economic and Social Council resolution 1672 (LII) of 2 June 1977
on population and development in which all States members of the United Nations werg
urged, inter alia, to take such steps as might be necessary to improve demographic’
statistics, research and planning machinery needed for development of population
policiss and programmes, : :

Recalling the Economic and Social Council resolution 1763(LIV) of 18 May 1973
in which the Council expressed the desire that the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities, 'in the elaboration of its plans ard programmes, should take into account
the resclutions adopted by the regional economic commissions and their specialized
organs  and also requested that assistance to developing countries in dealing with
their population problems should be afforded in forms and by means requested by
- recipient countriss and best suited to meet individual country needs, '

Recalling further paragraphs 72 to 77 of the World Population Plan of Actiong/
in which all countries which had not yet done so were urped to establish a long-term
" plan and appropriate services including a continuing household surveys capability for
regular collection, analysis and dissemination of statistical data on demdgraphic and |
interrelated socio-economic variables,

Further recalling the Lagos Plan of ACtionﬂf for the accelerated development of
Africa and noting the meed for reliable socic-economic and demographic data for its
implementation, ' ‘ ' :

Noting that in 1977 the United Nations Administrative Committee On'Cd“Ordihationé/
defined eight major groups in its standard classification of population activities, two
of which were basic data collection {censuses, surveys, registration systems, other
systems) and population dynamics (analysis of demographic data, determinants of
fertility, determinants of mortality, determinants of migration, determinants of other
population trends, consequences of papulation trends, interaction of demographic and
socio-economic variables, including modelling),

3/ E/CONF.B0/19.

4/ Dp. cit.

5/ See, for example, Rafael Salas, International Population Assistance: The First Decade,
Pergamon Press 1979, p.2.
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Nothing also that the reports of the various missions sponscred by the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities tc Africa in connexion with Population Needs
Assessment reflect the high priority accorded to basic data collection and population
dynamics by African Governments,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977 on
restructuring of che econamic and social sectors of the United Nations system which
in section IV of its annex requested that the necessary authority should be delegated
to regional commissions and adequate budgetary and financial provision should be made
for their activities,

Recalling its resolutions 386(XIV) of 7 March 1379 and 400(XV) of 1z April
1380 on priority population progremmes of the Cormission in which it requested the
Executive Secretary, inter alia, to assist member States in the African region to
analyse data from censuses and surveys and also to intensify the Commission’'s
activities in the field of population information, dissemination and documentation,

Taking note of the report of the second session of the Joint Conference of
African Planners, Ststisticians and Demographersf/ and, in particular, of the -
decreasing shares of assistance being made available by the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities and other multilateral and bilateral donor agencies to States
merbers of the CommiesZlon and to the Commission itself for demographic data collection,
processing, evaluation. onalysis and dissemination, ' '

Réalising_thag thare is need for more detailed information on fertility, mortality
and migration as well as on their socio-sconomic correlates as far as the African region
is concerred, S : SR

Convinced that there should be continued efforts to iﬁprnve the state of knowledge
about the Africen pooulation,

Notes with great concern recent decision of the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities to scalz down dranmatically its contribution to country and repional population
programmes in Africa, _ . -

1. Expresses ccncern about the continuous reduction of rescurces available to
the Commission for implementing the regions's approved population programme;

2. Draws the attention of all States members of the Commission to the importance
and relevance of demographic data for planning, policy formulation, research and
administration and the nesd for priority to be accorded to the collection, analysis
and dissemination of demographic data;

3. Draws the attention of the United Nations Fund for Popﬁlation.Activities
to the priority which African nations accord to demographic data collection and

analysis within their over-all population programmes;

/

6/ E/ECA/CM.8/22
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4. Reguests the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Executive
Director of the United Naticns Fund for Population Activities to take note of the
Ministers’ concern about tcurrent reduction in resources for the regional
population programme;

5. Appeals to the General Assembly to allocate the necessary infrastructure
posts to the Economic Commission for Africa to enable it to meet its increased
responsibilities in the field of population;

6. Urges the African representatives on the Governing Council of the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities to bring to the attention of the Council the
concern of African countries about the decrease in the proportion of funds made
available for data collection and analysis;

7. Appeals to States Mewbers of the United Nations to give generous support
to the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to enable the Fund to increase
its assistance to countries in the African region in the areas of basic data collection,
analysis and research in population dynamics;

8. Reguests the Executive Secretary of the Commission in co-operation with the
Fund and in consultation with other multilateral and bilateral donor agencies to
gonsider as soon as possible means by which the recent improvement in the state of
demographic knowledge can be sustained and continued.
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AFrlcan Institute for ECDanlC Bevplopment and Plannlng

The: Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolutions 285(XII) of 28 February 1975 and 338(XV) of
12 April 1980 on tine African Irstitute for Economic Dovelopment'and Plahning

Taking note of the achievements of the Institute in its third phase of
operations and ifs drive to develop an appropriate approach to the problems of
African planning and development strategies through its training, research and
advisory services as indicated in the Institute's five-year 7/ plan (1982-1986),

Convinced that the Institute should continue to play an even more important
role in the planned development of Africa in the years to come and particularly
in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action,

Concious that there is a need for the United Nations Development Programme
and African Governments to continue to contribute to the financing of the Institute
during its coming five-year cycle,

Recognising that:

(a) The growing needs of the Institute and the effects of inflation require
additional financial resources, while the established African Governments' contributions
remain unchanged since 1975;

(b) Some Afirican countries have gained independence since 1875 and should be
added to the list of contributors to the Institute's finance;

1. Propoces to apply the indexation formulae agreed upon by Stataes members of
the Commission to African countries GNP in 1980, which would lead to an increase in
their total contribution to the Institute from its current level of $1 million to
$1.6 million per annum;

£. Supports its resolution 399(XV) adopted at the sixth meeting appealing
to the member States concerned to pay all their outstanding asressed contributions
to the Institute;

3.  Invites African Governments in position to do so to make voluntary
contributions to the Institute whenever possible;

4. Urges the United Nations Uevelopment Programme to continue its financial
support to the Institute during the coming phase at least at the minimal current level
of $US1.3 million annually:

5. Asks the Director of the Institute to 1nten51Fy his fund-raising activities
from all sources including extrabudgetary savings in the form of external technical
assistance prograimeas;

7/ Op.cit.
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6. Recommends that the statutes -of IDEP and sspecially article 4 thereof
relating to the election of the members of the Governing Council and the replacement
of members of the Council before the expiration of their term of service should be
amended to read: .

"In the case where a member of the Governing Council cannot
continue his term of service, the President of the Governing
Council will request the member's Government to nominate a
replacement.” :
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The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolutions Z50(XI) of .2 February 1973, 2B5(XII) of
23 February 1975, 3.0(XXII) of 1 March 1977, 350(XIV) of 27 March 1979 and on
tte Institute for Economic Development and Planning,

Noting that:

{a) At the meeting of the resident representatives of the United Nations
Oevelopment Programme of the African Region held at Mbabane, Swaziland, in January 1983,
it was recommended that in order to facilitate training at the Institute, the Governmant:
could work together with the resident representatives to integrate fellowships for
study at the Institute in national programmes financed by the national indicative

planning figures of the Programme,

(b) At its twenty-first meeting held in Addis Ababa from 21 to 23 March 1980,
the Governing Council of the Institute, taking note of the recommendation of the
meeting of the resident representatives of the African Region, requested the Joint
Confercnce of African Planners, Statisticians and Derographers, to prepare a
recvlution for submission to the Conference of Ministers urging the States Members of
the Cunmission to integrate within their national indicative planning figures the
Virancing of fellowships for their nationals to study at the Institute,

oquests

(@) Member States to envisage awarding scholarships for study at the Institute
tinznezd out of their national indicative planning figures;

(b} Member States to utilize the Institute's training capacity by insisting on
tne face that projects for manpower training requirements must if possible be under-
werin ot the Institute;

(e} Member States to make use of the Institute’s advisory services as possible
mezzritute for extemal consultants;

(d) The Director to elaborate a medium-term plan for the mobilisation of
ext2rrial resources for the financing of fellowships for training at the Institute
whi~h vill be submitted for approval by the Government Council of the Institute.
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ANNEX I

Statutes of the "Institut de formation et de recherche
demograghigues”

ARTICLE I

Establishment and Objectives

1. The "Institut de formation et de recherche democgraphiques”
(hereinafter referred to as the "Institute”)} established in Yaounde
pursuant tc the agreement signed an 9 November 1971 between the United
Nations and the Government of the United Republic of Cameroon shall with
the agreement of that Government be continued in existence under the terms
of the present Statutes, which supersede those set cut in the bilateral
agreements.

2. The primary purposes of the Institute shell be the training of
persons, particularly those from the countries listed in the appendix to
these Statutes, specializing in population studies, and the conduct and
publication of the results of research in popualtion and related fields
in relation to such countries.

3. Ta accomplish the purposes specified in the preceding paragraph, the
Institute shall:

(a) Provide training courses on populetion and related fields;

{b) Organize and undertake research on all aspects of population and
related fields both at its headquarters and in the countries served by
the Institute;

(c) Organize in co-operation with appropriate national services and
specialized agencies concerned in other African countries workshops,
seminars and meetings on national, subregicnal and regional populatiaon
problems;

(d) Provide at the request of the Governments of the countries set
out in appendix to thess Statutes such advisery services as may be within
its compstence and resources:

fe) Grant degrees, diplomas, certificates or other awards to persons
in respect of courses of study provided by the Institute, and subject to
the approval of the Governing Council, estalish for this purpose such
relaticnships with national universities, the United Nations University,
UNITAR, or similar Institutions as may be appropriate:and,
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(f) Provide documentation in the various fislde of population with
respect to Africa to rescarch usrhers 2nd to rational, subregicral and
regional crganizations.

ARTICLE II

Headquarters of the Instituts

1. The headquarters of the Institute shall be in Yaoundse in the United
Republic of Cameroon.

2, The Government of the United Republic of Cameroon shall, in an
agreement to be entered into between the Government and United Nations,
provide such adequate premises, facilities and services and grant
privileges and immunities as may be reguired for the effective operation
of the Institute.

ARTICLE III

Status and crganizetion of the Tnstitute

1. The Institute shall be a subsidiary body of the Economic Commission
for Africa:

-

2. The Institute shall have itc own Governing Council;

3. In acddition, there shall be an Advisory Board on Studies and Research,
a Director and other staff of ths Inctitute;

4, The Irstitute chall, =zvs-2%t a- =~ Yo ntheruise provided by the
Gensral Assembl,, be subject tc the Finarcial Regulations and Rules and
the Sta*®+ Reguletions and Rules of the United Nations and to cther
applicable administrative issuances of the Secretary-General.

ARTICLE 1V
The Govewniro Tnxnsl’
o Compositizn, funciicns =7d meetings
1. The Governing Council shall be composed as follows:

(a) The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
(hereinafter referred toc as "the Executive Secretary”), who shall
ex officio be Chairman of the Governing Council;

(b} A representative of the Goverrment of the United Republie of
Camerocn; : .
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(c) A representative of each of twelve of the countries listed in
the appendix to these Statutes selected, in accordence with paragraphs
3 and 4 of this article by the Conference of Ministers of the Economic
Commission for Africa (hereinafter referred to as "the Conference”);

{d) A representative of the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities.

Z. The Director of the Institute shall act as Sccretary of the Governing
Council and shall publish the acts of the Governing Council.

3. In selecting the twelve countries referred to in sub-paragraph (c) of
paeragraph 1 of this article, the Confsrsnce shall have regard to the
necessity of maintaining a fair geographicel distribution amang the
countries listed in the appendix to these Statutes.

4, The twelve countries referred to in sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph 1.
of this article shall be selected for a pericd of four years and may be
eligible for re-elasction, provided, however, that at the first selection
six of the countriss shall be selected for & period of only two years.

5. The country referred to in sub-paragraph (b) as well as the twelve
countries referred tc in sub-paragraph {c) of paragraph 1 of this article,
shall each designate a representative who is competent and sxperienced in
the activities of the Institute.

. The Governing Council shall:

(a) Prescribe the general principles and pclicies governing the
operations of the Institute;

{b) Give directives of a general nature as to the implementation of
the principles and policies governing the operations of the Institute;

(¢} Prescribe conditions for the admission of persons to undergo
courses of study provided by the Institute and for the award of diplomas
or certificates or other awards granted by the Institute:

(d) Prescribe regulations governing the conduct of persons under-
going courses of study at the Institutz;

{e) Examine and approve the work pregramme of the Institute and
the budgets correspaonding thereto: :

{f) Review and approve the annual progress report of the Director
of the Institute on its activities:

(g) Review the financial report and accounts of the Institute for
the preceding year and make recommendations on future financing:
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(h) Present, through its Chairman, annual reports tc the Conference
on the work of the Institute:;

(i) Specify the staffing of the Institute, in addition to the post
of Director of the Institute.

7. The Governing Council may delegate to a national university or
similar institution with which it has established a relationship under sub-
paragraph (e} of paragraph 3 of Article I of these Statutes, to the
ODirector uf the Institute or to the Advisory Board on Studies and Research
any of its functilons under sub-paragraph (c) or (d) of paragraph 6 of this
article.

8. The CGoverning Council shall meet in ordinery sessiaon ance a year and
may hold extraordinary sessions at the request of its chairman or of one
third of its members.

g. Subject to the provisions of these Statues, the Governing Council
shall adopt its own rules or procedurs,

ARTICLE V

The Chairman of the Governing Council

1. The Chairman of the Governing Council shall:

{al Cause to be prepared the draft agenda of the meetings of the
Governing Councils

(b) Convene and preside over the meetings of the Governing Council;

{c) With the approval of the Governing Council, solicit for the
institute financial and other resources from the specialized agencies of
the United Nations of interpovernmental organizations, non-governmental
organizations and other scurces in accordence with such directives as the
Secretary General may from time to time give.

2. The Chairman of the Governing Ccuncil may delegate his functions
under sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph 1 of this article to the Director
of the Institute.

ARTICLE VI

Appointment of staff of the Institute

1. The Secretary-General shall appoint:

{(a) The Director ~f the Institute upon the recommsndation of the
Governing Council;
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(b} Other professional staff members of the Institute after con-
sultations with the Executive Secretary and the Director.

2. The Executive Secretary shall keep the Governing Council informed of
all appocintments made under this article.

ARTICLE VII

The Director

1. The Director of the Institute shall be'appointed, as provided for
in these Statutes, for a2 period of two years subject to renewal for
succeeding periods of two years each.

2. The Director of the Institute shall act as the legal representative
of the Institute,

3. Subject to such directions of a general nature that tha Governing
Council may give, the Oirector of the Institute shall have responsibility
for the plannlng, organization and directicn of training, research,
advisory services and other activities of the Institute. He shall in
particular:

(al Be responsible for the organization and administration of the
Institute;

(b} Submit for the approval of the Governing Council the work
programmes and corrasponding budgets of the Institute;

(c) Be responsible for carrying out of the activities of the
Institute in accordance with the approved work programmes and corresending
budgets;

- (d) Submit for the approval of the Governing Council annual reports
on the activities and financial situation and the accounts of the Institute.
including the pariculars of gxisting vacancies in the professional posts ’
of the Institute for dissemination with the countriess listed in the
appendix to these Statutes;

(e} Transmit to the Executive Secretarj the names of all appllcants
for appointment to professional posts in the Institute:

(f) Subject to such directives as the Executive Secretary may give,
select and appoint persons to the General Service posts of the Institute;
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(g) Conclude arrangements with national and international organizations
necessary for the use by such organizations of the services and facilities
provided by the Institute, it being understood that in the case of national
organizations no arrangements shall bhe made without the approval of the
Governments concerned;

(h) Establish and maintzin such contacts with Governments, with other
organs of the United Naticns, with its specialized agencies and with octher
arganizations as may be necessary cr desirable for the achievement of the
objectives of the Institute;

(i) Undertake other assignments or activities as may be determined
by the Governing Council.

ARTICLE VIII

Advisory Board on Studies and Research

1. The Advisory Baord on Studies and Research: (hereinafer referred to
as "the Board”), shall be composed of:

(a) Six persons, who are citizens of the countries listed in the
appendix toc these Statutes and who may be either university teachers or
experts engaged in work in the field of populaticn cor related studies,
and who are appointed by the Executive Secretary with due regard to the
maintenance of a fair distribution of appointments amang the countries
listed in the appendix to these Statutes;

(b) Two senior lecturers of the Institute elected by its academic
staff from time to time:

(e) A representative of the University or Institution with which
the Institute will establish relationship for the award to degrea,
certificates and other awards provided for in the sub-paragraph (e) of
paragraph 3 of article T of these Stetutes:

{d) The Director of the Institute;

(e) A representative of the sccretariat of the Eccnomic Commission
for Africa;

(£) The Director of the Population Division of the United Nations;

(¢) A representative of one of the United Nations agencies activaly
engaged in giving assistance to the Institute as may be designated by the
Executive Secretary;

(h) A representative of the International Union for the scientific
Study of Population;
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(i) A representative of cne of the governmental or non-governmental
organizations working in the field of population in one or more cof the
countries listed in the appendix to these Statutes as may be designated
by the Executive Secretary;

(j) A representative of the Ministry respcnsible for demographic
questions of the CGovernment cof the United Republic of Camerccn;

(k) The President of the Ascsociation of former students of the
Institutes

(1) A representative of the student body of the Institute elected
for that purpose by the studsnt body of the Institute.

2. The members of the Beard appointaed, or dssignated by the Executive
Segretary or elected by the academic staff nf the Institute shall be
appointOd designated or elected as the case may be, to sesrve during two
successive sessions of the Becard and may be reappointed, redesignated

or re-elected. - S

3. The member of the Board zlected by the student body of the Institute
shall be elected to serve during one session of the Board and may be
re-slectad. '

4, The Board shzll, at the beginning cf each of its sessions, elect its
Chairman from among those of its members specified in subparagraph (a)
of paragraph 1 of this article.

5. The Director of the Institute shall provide secretarial services
for the Board.

5. The Board shall have the following powers and duties:

{z) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council the activitiss
to be undertaken by the Institute;

{b) To give advice tc the Director of the Institute on the design
of courses nf study and research programmes cof the Institute:

{c) To satisfy itself regarding the centext and academic stendard
of any course of study in respect of a degree, diploma, certificate or
cther award of the Institute and examine any relationship entered into
butween the Institute with any university or similar institution in
pursuance of the provisions of sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph 3 of
article I CF these Statutes and tc report thereon at the Governlng Council,

(d} Tn propose for adoption by the Governlng Eoun011 uondltlonq
regarding the eligibility of perscns for admission to courses of study fer
& degree, diploma, certificate or other award of the Institute and for
obtaining any degree, diploma, certificate or other award of the Institute:
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‘ (e) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council the standard
of proficiency to be attained in each examination for a degree, diploma,
certificate or other award of the Institute; '

(f) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council regualtiaons
governing the conduct of persons taking courses of study at the Institute:

(g) To initiate propecsals relating to the conduct of the Institute
generally, and to discuss any metter relating to the Institute and to
report therecn to the Governing Council,

7 The Board may delegats to a national university or similar institu-
tion with which it has established a relatiaonship under sub-paragrapgh (e)
of paragraph 3 of article I of these Statutes or to the Director of the
Institute any of its functions under sub-paragraphs {d), (e), cr (f) cof
naragraph 6 of this article.

B. The Board shall be convened to meet at least once every two years,
by its Chairman or by the Governing Council. '

g, Subject to the provisions of this article, the Board shall determinc
its own rules or procedure including its quorum, the convening of ordinary
or extraordinary sessicns, and the conduct of business thereat and at cther
times. '

ARTICLE IX

Assistance by the secretariat of the
Economic Commission for Africa

The secretariat of the Econamic Commission for Africa shall assist the
Institute in every possible way in order to facilitate its work. In
particular, the Commissian shall, a2t the reguest of the Institute, maks
available tc it qualified staff to give lectures, to assist in supsrvising
research and to participate in its seminars.

ARTICLE X

Co-operaticn with organizations, etc.

The Institute shall establish such relatiaonships with the Regional
Institute for Population Studies in Accra, with other organs of . .the Unitead
Nations, with its specialized agencies, with other organizations and with
Governments, universities or similar institutions and research crganizations
in the countries listed in the appendix to thase Statutes, as may be
necessary or desirable for the achievement of the objectives of ths
Institute. '
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ARTICLE XI
Financial resources and rules governine the
financial management of the Institute
1. Finances for the Institute shall be derived from contributicns made

by the Governments of the countries listed in appendix to these Statutes
as may beg determined from time to time by the General Assembly and from
contributions made by the United Nations Fund for Population Activities
and such other sources as referred in Article V 1(c).

2. Further rescurces for the Institute in cash or in kind shall be
derived from United Natiens and its specialized agencies, other inter-
governmental organizations, governments and nen-povernmental crganizations
and other sources. Soliciting, acceptance and management of offers of
such resources shall, in every case, be in accordance with provisions of
article V 1(c) of these Statutes. The Charrman of the Geverning Council
shall report on the matter to the Council at its next session.

ARTICLE XII
Amendments

These Statutes may be amended by the General Assembly on the
recommendaticn of the Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and
Demographers as accarted by the Confersnce of Ministers of the Economic
Commissicn for Africa.

AEEendix

Algeria, Benin,” Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Coneo,

Ljibouti, Gabon, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Madapascar, Mali, Mauritius, Mauritania, Moroccao,
Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Togo, Tunisia, United Republic of Camercun,

Unmer Volta and Zaire.
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Statutes of the Regicnal Institute for Populstion Studies

ARTICLE I

Establishment and Objectives

1, The Regional Institute for Population Studies (hereinafter referred

to as the "Institute”) established in Accra pursuant to the agreement

signed on 3 December 1871 between the United Nations and the Government

of the Republic of Ghana, which was extended by the Agreement of 14 July 1877
between the same parties, shall with the agreement of that Government be
coentinued in existence under the terms of the present Statutes, which
supersede thcose set out in the bilateral agreements.

2. The primary purposes of the Institute shall be the training of persons,
particularly those from the countries listed in the appendix to these
Statutes, specializing in population studies, and the conduct and publica-
tiocn of the results of research in population and related fields in relation
tc such countries.

3. To accomplish the purposes specified in the preceding paragraph, the
Institute shall:

{a) Provide training courses on population and related fields;

{(b) Organize and undertake research on all aspects of population and
related fields both at its headguarters and in the countries served by the
Institute;

(c) Organize in co-oparation with appreopriate national services and
specialized agencies concerned in other African countries workshaps,
seminars and meetings on national, subregional and regional population
problems;

(d) Provide at the request of the Govsrnments of the countries set
out in appendix to these Statutes such advisory services as may be within
its competence and resources: o ‘

(e) Grant degress, diplomas, certificates aor other awards to persons
in respect of courses of study provided by the Institute, and subject to
the approval of the Governing Council, establish feor this purpose such
relationships with national universities, the United Nations University,
UNITAR, or similar Institutions as may be appropriate: and,

(f) Provide dacumentation in the various fields of population with
respect to Africe to research workers and to national, subregicnal and
regional crganizations.

T S PR
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ARTICLE II
Headgquarters of the Institute
1, The headquarters of the Institute shall be in Accra in the Republic
of Ghana. |
2. The Government of the Republic of Ghara shall, in an agreement to be

entered into between the Government and United Nations, provide such
adequate premises, facilities and services and grant privileges and :
immunities as may be required for the effective operation cf the Institute.

ARTICLE III

Status and organization of the Institute

1. The Institute shall be a subsidiary body of the Economic Commissicn
for Africa;s

2. The Institute shall have its own Governing Council,

3. In addition, there shall be an Advisory Board on Studies and Research,
a Directar and other staff of the Institute,

4, The Institute shall, except as may be ctherwise provided by the
General Assembly, be subject to the Financial Regulations and Rules and
the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and te other
applicable administrative issuences of the $ecretary‘General. '

ARTICLE IV

The Governing Council

Composition, functions and meetings

1. The Governing Cauncil shall be composed as follows:

~{a) The Executive Secretary of the Econémic Commission fer Africa o
(hereinafter referred toc as "the Executive Secretary”), who' shall ex officio
be Chariman of the Governing Ccuncil; ' 2

(b) A representative of the Cavernment of the Republic of Ghanas

(¢) A representative of each cof twelve of the countries listed in
the appendix to these Stetutes selected, in accordance with paragraphs
3 and 4 of this article by the Conference of Ministers of the Economic
Commission for Africa (hereinafter referred to as "the Conference”):
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(d) A representative of the United Natinns Fund for Population
Actiwities.

2. The Director of the Institute shall act as Secretary of the Governing
Council and shall publish the acts of the Gaverning Ccocuncil,

3, In selecting the twelve countries referres to in sub-paragrarph (c)
of paragraph 1 of this article, the Conference shall have recard to the
necessity of maintaining a fair peographical distributicon among the
countries listed in the aprencix to these Statutes.

4, The twelve countries referred tc in sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph 1
of this article shall be selected for a perind of four years and may bz
gligible for re-election, provided, however, that at the first selection
six of the countries shall be slectsd for a pariod of only twe years.

5. The country referred to in sub-paragraph (b) as well as the twelve
ceuntries referred to in sub-paragraph (c) of paragrach 1 of this article,
shall each designate a representative who is gompetent and experienced in
the activities of the Institute.

B. The Governing Council shall:

(a) Prescribe the general principles and policies governing the
cperations of the Institute:

(b} Give directives of a general nature as to the implementation of
the principles and policiss governing the operations of the Institute:

(c] Prescribe conditions faor the admission of persons to undergo
courses of study provided by the Institute and for the award of diplomas
or certificates or other awards granted by the Instiutes:

(d)" Prescribe regulations governing the conduct of persons under-
geing vourses of study at the Institute;

(e) Examine and approve the work programme of the Institute and
the budgets cerrespending theretn;

(f) Review and approva the annual progress renort of the Director
of the Institute on its activities:

(g) Review the financial report and accounts of the Institute for
the preceding year and make recommendations on future financing;

(h) Present, through its Chairman, annual repcrts to the Conference

on the work of the Institute,
L i *. .

(i) Specify the staffing of the Institute, in addition to the post
cf Director of the Institute,
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7 The Governing Council may delegate to a national university or similar
institution with which it has established a relationship under sub-paragraph
(e) of paragraph 3 of Article I of these Statutes, to the Director of the
Institute or to the Adviscry Board on Studies and Research any cof its
functions under sug-paragraph (c) or (d) of paragraph & of this article.

8. The Governing Council shall meet in ordinary session cnce a year and
may hold extraordinary sessions at the request of its chairman or of one
third of its members.

9, Subject to the provisicons of thess Statutes, the Governing Council
shall adopt its own rules or procedurea.

ARTICLE V

The Chairman of the Governing Council

1. The Chairman of the Governing Council shall:

(a) Cause to be prepared the craft agenda of the meetings of the
Governing Councils

(b) Convene and preside over the meetings of the Governing Council;

"(c) With the approval of the Governing Council, solicit for the

institute financial and other resources from the specialized agencies of the
United Nations of intergovernmental crganizations, ncn-governmental
organizations and other sources in accordance with such directives as the
Secretary General may from time to time give.

2. The Chairman of the Governing Council may delegate his functions
under sub-paragraph (¢) of paragraph 1 of this article to the Director
of tha Institute.

ARTICLE VI

" Appointment of staff cof the Institute

1. The Secretary-General shall appcint:

(a) The Director of the Institute upcn the recommendation of the
Governing Council;

(b) Other professicnal staff members of the Institute after « -
consultations with the Executive Secretary and the Director.
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Z. The Executive Secretary shall keep the Goeverning Council informed
of all appointments made under this article.
ARTICLE VII
The irector
1, The Director cf the Institute shall be arpcinted, as provided for in

these Statutes, for a period of two years subject to renewal for succeeding
periods of two years each.

2, The Director of the Institute shall act as the legal representative
of the Institute.

3. Subject to such directinns of a general nature that the Governing
Council may give, the Director of the Institute shall have responsibility
for the planning, organization and directicn of training, research,
advisory services and other activities of the Institute. He shall in
particular:

() Be responsible for the crganization and administration of the
Institute:

(b) Submit for the approval of the Governing Council the wark
pregrammes and corrssponding budpets of the Institute;

(c) Be responsibls for carrying out of the activitiss of the
Institute in accordaznce with the appreved work programmes and corresponding
budgets,

(d} Submit for the approval of thg Governing Council annual reports
on the activities and financial situation and the accounts of the Institute,
including the particulars of existing vacenciass in the professional posts
of the Institute for disseminaticn with the countries listed in the appendix
to these Statutes:

(e) Transmit to the Executive Secretary the names of all applicants
for appointment to professional pests in the Institute,

(f) Subject to such directives as the Executive Secretary may give,
select and appoint persons to the CGeneral Service posts of the Institute;

(¢g) Conclude arrangements with naticnal and internationel organizations
necessary for the use by such organizatinns of the services and facilities
provided by ths Institute, it beins understood that in the case of naticanl
organizations no arrangements shall be made without the approval of the
Governments concerned;
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{h) Establish and maintain such contacts with Goveennentsd, with otner
organs of the United Nations, with its specialized arencies and with other
crganizations as may be necessary or desirable for the achievement of the
chjectives of the Institute.

(i) Undertake other assignments cor activities as may be determined
by the Governing Council.

ARTICLE VIII

Advisory Board on Studies and Research

1. The Advisory Board on Studies and Reseerch (hereinafter referred teo
28 "the Board¥), shall be comncocsed cof: :

(2) Six perscns, who ara citizens of the countries listed in the
appendix to these Statutes and who may be gither university teachers or
experts engaped in work in the field of population or related studies,
and who are appointed by the Executive Secretary with due regard tc the
maintenance of a fair distribution of apnointments amang the countries
listed in the appendix tc these Statutes:

(b) Two senior lecturers of the Institute elected by its academic
staff from tims te time;

(c) A representative of the University or Institution with which the
Institute will establish relationship for the award to degree, certificates
and other awards provided for in the sub-paragraph (e) of paragraph 3 of
article 1 of these Statutes:

(d) The Director of the Institute;

(e) A representative of the secretariat of the Ecznomic Commission
for Africa; : :

(f) The Directcr of the Populaticn Bivision of the United Nations:

(g) A representative of one of the United Nations apencies actively
engaged in giving assistance to the Institute as may be designated by the
Executive Secretary:

(h) A representative of the International Union for the Scientific
Study of Population:

(i) A representative of one nf the governmental or non-governmental
crganizations working in the field of pcpulation in one or more of the
countries listed in the appendix to these Statutes as may be designated
by the Executive Secretary:

{j) A representative of the Ministry respensible for demographic
auestions of the Government of Ghana;



i (Jﬁ,w L

E/ECA/CM.B8/22
Annex 11
Page 7

(k) The President of the Association of former students of the
Institute; '

(1) A representative of the studznt body of the Institute elected
for that purpose by the student body of the Institute.

2, - The members of the Bcard appointed, or designated by the Executive
Secretary or elected by the academic staff of the Institute shall be
appointed, designated or elected as theg case may be, to serve during two
succéssive sessions of the Board and may be resppointed, redesignated

or re-elected.

3. The member of the Board elected by the student body of the Institute
shall be elected to serve during one sessicon of the Board and may be
re- elected

4, The Board shall, at the beginning of each of its sessiocons, elect
its Chairman from among thoses of its members specified in sub-paragraph (a}
of maragraph 1 of this articla.

5. The Director of the Institute shall provide secretarial services
for the Board.

6. The Board shall have the following powers and duties:

(a) To propose for adeptiocn by the Gevernineg Council the act1v1tles
to be undertaken by the Institutse;

(b) TD give advice tc the Director of the Institute on the design
of courses of study and research programmes of the Institute;

(c) To satisfy itself regarding the context and academic standard
of any course of study in respect of a degree, diplema, certificate or
Dther award of the Instltute and examlne any relationship Bntered inta

pursuance of the provisions oF sub-paragraph {c} of paragraph 3 of
article I of these Statutes and to report therson at the Governing Council:

(d) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council conditions
regarding the sligibility of persons for admission to courses of study
for a2 degree, diploma, certificate or cther award of the Institute and
for obtaining any degree, diplama, certificate or other award of the
Institute;

.(e) , Tc prepose for adoption by the Governing Council the standard
of proficiencv to be attained in each examination for a degree, diploma,
certificate or other award of the Institute;
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(f} To propose for adoptior by the Geoverning Council regulations
governing the conduct of persons taking courses of study at the Institute;

(g) To initiate proposals relating to the cenduct of the Institute
generelly, and to discuss any matter relating tc the Institute and to report
thereon to the Governing Council.

7. The Board may delegate to a national university or similar institution
with which it has established a relationship under sub-paragraph (e} of
paragraph 3 cof article I of these Statutes or tn the Director of the
Institute any of its functions under sub-paragranhs (d), (e) or (f) cf
paragraph 6 of this article.

8. The Board shail be convened to meoet at least once every two years,
by its Chairman ar by the Governing Council.

9. Subject to the provisicns of this article, the Board shall determine
its own rules or procedure including its guorum, the convening of ordinary
or extrasrdinary sessions, and the conduct of business thareat and at
cther times.

ARTICLE IX

Assistance by the secrefariat of the
Economic Commission for Africe

The secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa shall assist the
Institute in every possible wav in crder to facilitate its work. In
particular, the Ccommission shall, at the request of the Institute, make
availablie to it qualified staff tc give lecturss, to assist in supervising
research and to participste in its seminars

ARTICLE X

Cc-operation with oreganizations, etc.

The Institute shall establish such relationships with the "Institut
de formation et de recherche demographigues”, with cther organs of the
United Nations, with its specielized agencies, with other organizations and
with Governments, universities or similar institutions and research
organizations in the countries listed in the appendix to these Statutes,
28 may be necessary or desirable for the achievement of the objectives of

the Institute.
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L ’ ARTICLE XI
Financial resources and rules governing the
tinancial manapement of the Institute
1, Finances for the Institute shall be derived from contributiaons made

by the Governments of the countries listed in appendix to these Statutes
as may be determined from time to time by the General Assembly and from
contributions made by the United Nations Fund far Populaticn Activities
and such other scurces as refsrred in Article V 1(c).

2. Further rescurces for the Institute in cash or in kind shall be
derived from United Nations and its specialized agencies, other inter-
governmental crganizations, governments and non-governmental arganizations
and other sources. Soliciting, acceptance and management of offers of
such resources shall, in cvery case, be in accordance with provisions of
article V 1(¢) of thess Statutes. The Chairmean of the Governing Council
shall report on the matter to the Council at its next session.

ARTICLE XII

Amzndmsents

These Statutes may be amended by the General Assembly on the
recommendaticn of the Conference of Africean Plenners, Statisticians and
Demographers as accepled by the Conference of Ministers of the Economic
Commission for Africa.

Appendix

Botswana, Ethiocpia, the Gambia, Ghana, Xenya, lLesothe, Liberia, the

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, Mauritius, Nigeria, Seychelles, Sierra Lecne,
Somalia, the Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania,
Zambia and Zimbabwe.,





