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THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL SITUATION IN AFRICA: A FIVE-YEAR RUVIL.
(Prepared by FAO for the Sixth Session of ECA)

During the five yoars since the cstablishment of the Lconomic

- Commission for ifrica the main features of th: food und agricultural
situation of tho continen{ have bsen persistently unfavourable. The
inerease in agricultural production has fallen vehind the growth of
population, and earnings from agricultural cxports, on which almost all
African countries depend heavily fbr‘QSSential foreign exochange, have

decliined.

The rocdvery in Africa's agricultural production in 1962/63 from
the 1ow level of the prévious year was sufficient only to tauke it back
to about the same as in 1960/61, and on a per caput basis production
was lower in 1962/63 than five years before. Lven though imports of
food have continued to increase rapidly there may therefore have been a
slight deterioration in food suprlies per caput. A4t the same time there

are few signs of improvemints in the quality of thes diet.

The decline in average prices for the continent’s agriculfural
exports continued in 1962, and the increase in the volume of exports
Was accompanied by s fall in earnings. Over the five-year period, the
volume of shipments has risen by almest 20 percent, but there has been
a fall of about 3 percenf in earnings at current prices and of about
6 percent in 'real" earnings if allowance is made for the rise in prices
of manufactured goods in world trade. Jhile there has been some recovery
in prices of some agricultural products in late 1962 and early 1963,
this appears tc have beosn caused largely by factors of a short-term
nature, and there is no evidence of a change in the basic factors which
for many years now have tended 1o depress agricultural prices in world

markets.

For fuller details of the food and agricultural situation, reference
should be made to FaO's annual report, The Stute of Food and Agriculturc,
though it should bo noted that data concerning Africa in that publication
exclude Libya, Sudan and the United Arab Republic, which are considered
under the Hear wast. ' o -
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUUTIUP

According to FAO's preliminary estlmates the agrlcultural produc-
tion of Africs rose by about 4 percent in 1964/63, following a drop of
approxlmately the same percentage in 1961/62 {Table 1), In the five
years from 1958/59 to 196?/63 production is estimated to have 1ncreased
by only about T percent, compared with population growth of some 10

percend.

© . TABLE 1

Indices of the Volume of Agricultural Production in Africa

~Average. Average Average | 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962/63
1948/49- 195 3/54-- 1958/59- . to  tC te to LPrLle;n Ty
1952/53 1 1957/58 1962/63 f1950 1960 1961 1962

.-......,.. Indlces, average 1952753—1956/57 = 100 ePreenaranrran

3
H

" TOTAL PRODUCTION

All agricultural 88 102 11 ¢ 110 113 118 113 118
producis .

Food products ;/ 102 112 ¢ 108 111 115 111 114

Non-food products 102 132 . 125 131 137 127 141

PER CAPUT PRCDUCTION : "

All agricultural ' . o : 1 .
Sroducts 97 100 101 : 101 102 104 9T 98

Food products af X - 100 ¢8 ' 99 99 101 95 9

lion-food products 95 . 100 116 . 115 117, 120 109 118

O If food prouuct@ alone are considered, pfoduction appe¢rs to have
-lagged even further behind the growth of poPuldtlon. Fbod‘production
is eutlmated to have 1ncreasei by less than 6 percent over the five-year
period, ind on a per caput btasie 1o have declined by about 4 percent.
Food production per caput mzy in fao* hnva gone below the prewar level,
though the statlstlcs of food prodicts for'domestic cpnsumption are even

‘.less reliable for tbn prewar per:ou than for more recent yoars.

8 . : . .
—/Coffee, tea, tobacco, inedible oilseeds, animal & vegetable fidres
and rubber. o
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Non-food products, such as coffee, taa, tobacco,ZCOttqgiéﬁgﬁﬁ}i
wool and‘rubber,‘probably.account for oplyuabput 15 percent of the
total value of the continent's .agricultural output. In strong contrast_
to  food products, they are estimated to have increased by as much as N;n
13 percent between 1958/5/ and 196(/63°; They are produced very 1argely;
for export, while food pruductlon is principelly (thougn by no means
entirely) for domnstlc conﬂumpulon, and their faster increase is there—

J

fore likely to reflect a tendency for produculon for expor 4 16 expand
more rapldly than for domeutlc consumptlon. There is no doubt that, 1n.
the past at 1east, many govevnmcnts have tended to concontrate resources,
partlcularly resgsearch ind maA&cnxng feﬂllltles, on productlon for export.
However, the faster growth of prod tustion for export is not 1n line with
the trend of dbmand, willl L. U,Jaral L banL&;ﬂb were rapldly '

domestlcally than on export markeUH.

"Another important' aspect of the structure of agricultural produetion
'is the extent to which it is bocoming monetized. Statistios of sub-
alstence production, which rerains pradominant in most of -Africa, are -
extremely limited, und even in the few countries where the national
accounts provide data on the value of subsistence_and marketgd production
for a number of years, the gituation . is obacured by the_year;to—yeﬁr
fluctuations in output and by changes in relative prices. About all
that can be concluded from the data shown in Table 2 is that, in mosf

of the few countries for which eslimavey are avallable, there appears
to have been, as might indeed be expected, a gradual decliine 1n the.
proportion of agricultural procuction that is not marketed but is

retalned for the subglstenbe of the p“oche* and his famlly.

TARLE 2

Production 'for Subnistence agz P“aporilgn_oﬁ _ial__alug4gﬂ'
Crop and Livestock Prﬁgucql_n

Average  Average : . ., . : o :

1954~57 1956-61 "}55 1999 1960 1961

o/ e iteeenannnaais e DETCONTAZE svvvernsrernnnsnones
Kenya ol ‘ j”r/__.: GC 52 B4 . 54
Northern E}xodemeJ 72 72:/ ; 7 T1 © 70 .o
Nyasaland® ./ 66 ‘64;/ T 64 66 62 - 4
Southern Rh desia~/ . - 29 . 24 3 .29 . L
Tanganyi 5., 58 3 60 57 56 59
Uganda & 40~ 43 H 42 42 43 46

2

2/Production at factor costq-J/Gross value of production
E/Average 1958-60 —/Average 1955-57.
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a) Main Commodities

As is indicated in the Annex Table, the increase in the.combinent's
agrlcultural production in 1962/63 affected almost all of the main
commodities for which data are so far available. The principal exceptlons

were oil palm products and cocoa.

There was a particularly large increase in 1962/63 in grain
production, which mainly because of drought in north-west Africa'had
dropped steeply the year before. Wheat and barley production in Algeria,

Morocco and Tunisia recovered sharply in 1962/63. In South Africa,
| although the wheat harvest was reduced by drought, maize production once
again set a new record. Lven 80, the continent's total grain production
in 1962/63 is estimated as only about 10 percent greater than five years
before. Although barley production increased by more than 80 percent

in 1962/63, it was still about 15 percent less than in 1958/59, and
production of both wheat and barley averaged a good deal less in 1958/59 -
1962/63 then inh the preceding five-year period. Rice produciion recovered
somawhat in 1962/63, but appears to have been less than in 1959/60‘and
1960/61.

Data oﬁ the production of millets and sorghums are particularly'
scanty'and unreliable, though their combined tonnage 1s probably greater
than any of the other grains in Africa and they are the staple foods of
the drier parts of the continent. Similarly, the starchy roots, such as
cassava, sweet potatoes, yams and cocoyams,; are the staple foodé of much
of the'forest zone, but the available information is quite inadequéte

to assess the trends in their production.

Africa's sugar production has expanded steadily over the past few
years, except in 1960/61, when cyclone damage reduced the crop in
Mauritius by considerably more than half. While much of the expansion
has been in South Africa, sugar production is also rising rapidly in a

numher of smaller producing countries.

The production of o0il palm products is estimated to have decllned
in each year since 1958/59. Difficulties in the Congo (Leopoldville)
are only part of the explanation. A4s a result mainly of discouraging
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prices for palm kernels, production hasg alsorfallen faifly'steaiily‘in
Nigeria, with a particularly abrupt drop in 1962/63. The production

of groundnuts: has tended to fluctuate from year to year. In'1962/63
there was a further rise in Nigeria, but because of inadequate rainfall
Seneggl‘s-harvest is estimated to have fallen by almost 15 percent

from the record level of 1961/62, While olive oil production fluctuates
sha.i'ply according to a two-year cycle, the trough was unusually low in
1961/62 in Tunisia, Africa's biggest producer, and there was only a
slight recovery in 1962/63.

Cocoa production has now fallen for two years in succession. -In

1962/63 this was mainly because heavy rainfall caused & hi'gh incidenhce

+of black pod disease in both Ghana and Nigeria. - In the earlisr postwar

Years cocoa production in these two countries, which are the world's

-largest producers, increased very little, but great imprévements in’

-pest control led to a period of very rapid expansion in the late 1950s.

3ven with the recent declines, the continent's production was more than
40 percent larger in 1962/63 than in 1958/59, o '

g The remarkable postwar expansion of Africa's coffee production
was interrupted in 1961/62, but in 1962/63 there was a further rise of
over{lQ rercent, taking prpductlon to more than 40 percent above the
leve; of five years before. Among the continent's three leading coffee
producers, Ivory Coast, Angola and Uganda, the largest increases in the
earl;er part of the postwar perioq.weré in Ivory Coast. .More recently,
however, production in Angola rose by more than 70 percent in the.
single year 1960/61, and in Uganda it almost doubled in 1962/63-

Africg's production of cotton.recovered by almost a quarter in
1962/63, but sa: ~nly about 8 percent more than in 1958/59. In the
Unided Arab Republic production uaw *~wﬂél to increase slowly in recent
yearas, but in 1961/62 the ravages of the cotton Leas ~0rm brought a
drop of some 30 percent in this crop, which normally accounts for about
two thirds of the country's export éarnings. Production recovered in
1962/63 to approximately the same level .as in 1959/60. In Sudan, where

the crop is similarly dominant, production rose by more than three
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quarters in 1961/62, but fell back somewhat in 1962/63. Uganda's
cropy which was halved by drought in 1961/62, recovered to normal

levels in 1962/63 in spite of damage from heavy rainfall.

Sisal production has risen more slowly in the past five years tharn
in the earlier postwar period. For rubber also, thé earlier rapid rate

of increase appears to have slowed down, especially in Liberia.

Statistics of the output of livestock products are particulariy
lacking. Such data as are available on meat and milk production .~7
gonerally refer only to inspected or commerciai production, and thus
do not enable an estimate of the extent to which these imporiant
products are increasing. Livestock are very numerous in many parts of
Africa, but their productivity in terms of meat and milk is usually
very low. The production of wool has bheen relatively stable in recent
years in South Africa; which is the world's fifth largest producers
Hides and skins are importent products in many countries, but here too

the statistics are too incomplete to indicate the trend of production.

b) Sub-regional Production

For an ares as vast and diverse as Africa information on a sub-
regional basis would enable a moré realistic assessment.Of the food
and agricultural situation than global catimates for the 6ontinent és
a whole., Although it is 51111 nof possible to pfﬁvide a full sub-
regional hreakdown, FAC country production indices are available for
enough countries north of the Sahara to enable a rough division between
that part of the continent and that to the south (Table 3). '

From these data it is c¢lear that production ténds to fluctuate very
widely from year to year in the three north-west African couniries,
Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia, where rainfall is very irregular. In the
rest of the region production trends seenm to have becn much steadier,
though this may partly refleoct the large element of guess—work-in the
production statistics of mahy crops in the countries south of the
Saharas ' ‘

Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia probably account for no more than about
12 percent of the continent's total agricultural production, but they

influence it very markedly because of the wide fluctuations in their
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production. In 1959/60 production in north-west Africa dropped by about

5 perconty it recovered again in the next year but in 1961/62 again fell steeply,
.. TABLE 3

Indices of the Volume of Agricultural Production in -
Selccted Countxies;of Africa

;;“‘Avepage Average 4Average . e "'1962/63
7 1948/49- 1953/54~ 1958;59.—4,,1958/59 1959/60 1960/61' 1961/62 (Prolim-
" 1952753 1957/58 1962/63 - inary)

.'.'...'...’..A-...-.-...Indioes, ‘;-).tlrel;age 1952/53’"1956/57 u 100 L N Y Y R Y]
FORTH=-WLST AFRICA R T ) e T

A
Algeria cee 1016. _ 955// v 93 . ..-.100 Lo 103 83" cas
Moroceo - - . ‘aae : 9 1Ol_b/ 115 . 101 104 83- R X
SUB-TOTAL"  «.. 100 100% o, 207 102 107 83 ...
NORTE-ZAST AFRICA -

United Arab . B/ b . o
Republic .  4,s 04 . W 449 121 127 7109 ..
SUB-ToTALY 91 104" 123 5; 119 125 127 121 . 124
SOUTH CF SAHARA
nl . a_d_/ b ’ -
Ethiopi cee 100 10;55..; 99 ~104 - -104 106 ces
South Africa. ‘. 103 117 110 113 121 125 . .
SUB-~TOTALY el 1@2: | 114?/ ‘ 109 - 112.. 118 117 G

- CONTIN_NTAL - S | | e
TOTAL o/ .88 02 14 110 - 113 S8 113 118
a/ Former Fronch zons only., ' »/ iverage of 4 yoars.

o/ Including ustimates for countries for g/ Lxeluding Eritrea.
which separute production indices are : S
not avail.ble. ' .

NOTE: Country indices are calculated by FAO on a uniform basis. They may differ
from indices produced by the countries themselves because of difforences- - .
in concepts of production, ooverage, weighte, and methods of calculation. .
They are not yet available for 1962/6 3. T h ' o

I
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this time by almost a quarter (as much as a third in Tunisia). The
decline in 1961/62 coincided not only with a fall of nearly 15 percent
in the Tnited Arab“Republic, where the cotton crop was severely affected
by leaf worm and Nile water supplies were low, but also with an estimated

7 sllght rcductlon in agricultural productlon South of the Sahara. In 1962/63
there was a substantial Tecovery in all three countries of north-west
‘Africa, but full data are. not yet avazlable to indicate.its magnitude.

c) Productlon Prospects for 1963/64

A% the timo of writing (November 1963) there is only limited inform- -
"étion available on the level of agricultural production in the current 196}/64:'
season, but such indications as there are pomnt to a further 1ncrease in
..the continent's productlon. In north—west Afr1ca, wherce as noted above the
highly variable output has a sirong influsnce on that of Africa as a.whole;
grain harvests are reported as execellent in Morocco (in spite of flood
damage) and Tunisia, though there has beén séhétéetback'to production in -
Aigerias Tunisian clive oil productlon, in what is normally the. off-year in -
the two—yeaxr production.cycle, is expected to be aboiut twice a8 large as
in 1962/61.

South of the Sahara the first indications are, as usual, vetylvaried.;
‘Récord crops of both maize and sugar are expected in South Afrlca, and
.gugar productlon should recover in Reunlon. In spite of favourable weather
the ngerlan groundnut crop is likely to be below the record level of
1962/63, and in Senegal no recovery is expected. Palm kernels offered for

- .sale-in Nigeria are reported to be runping about 10 percent higher than in-
1962/63. While an appreciable increase in cocoa productlon i expected '
in Nigeria, hoavy rains in August and September may have damaged the
Ghanaian orop. For coffec a further sllght inerease is llkely in Uganda
oyer  tho very high-level of 1962/63, but some decllne 1s expected 1n '
Ivory Coast. Cotton prospects are good in the United Arab Republlo and
Sudan, and the output of sisal in Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda was runnlng
about 5 percent more in the first eight months of 1963 than a year earlier.
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AGRICULTURAL BXPORTS = .. - . i

The steady increase in the volume of Africa's agricultural exports
continued in 1962 with a rise estimated at about 3 percent (Table 4).
There was a further decline of about 5 prercent in average prices for
agricultural exports, and agricultural export earnings therefore fell
by about 2 percent, at current prices. In terms of "real" purchasing
power the fall in earnings was about the same, as there was only a slight

further increase in the prices of manufactured goods in world trads.

In the flve—year period from 1958 %o 1962, average prlces for Africals
agricul tural exports have fallen by about 18 percent. The increase of
almdést 20 percent in the volume of experts over this period has therefore
‘brought about 3 percent less in earmings at ocurrent pricés, In contrast
“‘to ‘agricultural products, the prices of manufactured products -ia world
trade have increaséd during most of the' period, and the "terms of trade'

nf- 5‘9,""’1(‘111“5111’"31 mripAaT b Laarg ﬂongequentl‘f ';\rr\'ﬂc-tey]r- 1.

TABLE 4 _
Indlces of the Ag“lcultu*al Expnrts of Afrloa

Average .Averégé Averagé : o 7. , 1962
1948-52 1953-57 1958~62 | 1958 1959 1960 1961 (Prellm—
ST S T : R ; o inary)
Ceeeasans s enees Indices, a%erage~l952~56 = 100 caeasinisassarenusan
‘Volume of exports 84 106 126 116 124 128 134 138
Average price“(unit : S ' -
value) ' - - 104 - 97 85 to96 87 87 82 78
"Terms of trade" s/ 106 . 97 81 ' g2 84 82 76 72
Total earnings (at ‘ ‘ }
current prices) = 87 103 109 : 111 108 111 110 108

Total "real' earningsé/BB 103 104 106 105 106 103 100

_ E/ Prices and earnings deflated by United Nations index of average unit value
of manufactiured goods in world trade.
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Thus in terms of "real" purchasing power agricultural export earnings

have declined by about 6 percent over the five-year period.

a) Main Ccmmcdities

In 1962 export prices declined for each of the.three main groups of
agricultural commodities (Table 5). For food and feedingstuffs and for
beverages and tobacco the inecrease in the volume of shipments was sufiicient
to_pre{ent.a fall in earnings, but for raw materials of agriocultural
origin the volume of shipments dropped by about 10 percent and total
-earnings by about the same amount. This largely reflected the poor
l961/62_c0tton harvest in the United Arab Republic. Both the prices and the
voiume of agricultural raw materials have tended to fluctuate fairly sharply
during the five—year period under consideration.

For the food and feedinéstuffs gfoup prices have on the whole been
mqré stable, and fluctuations in earnings have come chiefly from some
sharp qﬁanges.in the volume of exports. In 1962 prices for this group fell
by 5 percent.(the biggeét.change in the.five-year period), but the volume
of-exports roge sufficiently to bring an increase of 4 percent in earnings,
taking theu back to the same level as in 1958. The fluctuations in the
volume of exports have chieflj concerned grains. They arise not only from
the highly flucfﬁéfing wheat and barléy‘harvests 6f north-west Africa but

‘also from variations in the maize surplus of the central and southern parts
of the continent. With the rapid ekpansibn of South Africa's production,
‘maize has become, for almost a decade now, by far the bhiggest grain export
from Africa, ék?drts readhing the record.level ofi2.7 million tons in 1962.
These changes in the volume of Africa's exports cf course have very little
influence on grain prices in world markets. Thus, for example, a recovery
of about a third (back finally to the level of 1958) in Africa's grain

shipments in 1962 brought an increase in earnings of about the same order.

Cf the other main components of the food and feedingstuffs;group,
earnings.from vegetable oils and cilseeds were slightly greater in 1962
than 1958. The principal change for these commodities over the five—year
period was a l4-percent decline in the volume of exports in 1960 (affedting
chiefly groundnuts, copra and olive 0il), which was accompanied by a price
rise of about 5 percent. Prices of palm kernels and copra rose sharply

in 1959, but have subsequently declined.
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TABLE 5

Indlces of the Agricul tural Exports of Afrlca by Maln
' Commodlty Groups:

Average Average Average. | R 1962
1948—52 1953“57 1958—62 1958 1959 1960 1961 (Preli?—
_inary

--............Indices, average 1952"56 - }.OO R IR R

VOLUME OF GROSS EXPORTS

A1l agricultural products 84 106 128 116 124 128 134 138
Food and feedingstuffs 81 107 126 130 116 116 128 139
Orains 89 110 120 . 150 78 108113 151
Vegetable oils and _ ‘ .
oilseeds (edible) 80 106 124  :126 127 109 124 132
Beverages and tobacco 81 .108 140 .. . 113 128 143 153 162
Agricultural raw materials .91 = 102 115 . 105 128 122 117 106

AVERAGE PRICE (UNIT VALUE)

All agricultural products 104 =~ 97 85 P96 87 87 82 - 78
Food and feedingstuffs 100 - - 98 90 . 92 g3 23 90 - 86
Grains 102 94 76 78 83 79 70 72
Vegetable oils and - ' P
oilseeds (edible) - 104 - 98 91 : 90 0 91 95 90 87
Beverages and tobacco 90 97 - 84 108 89 80 T4 70

Agricultural raw materials 119 97 85 ' B6 19 90 85 @ 84
TOTAL EARNINGSE/

A1l agricultural products 87 103 109 2111 108 111 110 108

Food and feedlngstuffs 81 105 114 119 108~ 108 115 119
Grains 91 103 91 * 117 65 85 79. 108
Vegetable oils and ‘ _ : , ,

oilseeds (edible) 83 104 112 J113 116 104 112 115

Beverages and tobacco 73 105 115 T1i22 114, 115 113 113

Agricultural raw materials 108 = 98 98 : 89 101 110 100 89

g/ At current prices.
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For beverages and tobacco earnings were aboui the same in 1962 as
the year before, an increase of '5 percenttih the volume of exports being
approximately offset by lower-ﬁricee. Africs is a major supplier on world
markets for this group of commodities, and the 45-percent increase in the -
volume of its exports over the five—year pericd from 1958 had been
t_accompanled by a 35 percent decllne in prices and 7 percent less in earnlngs.
Except for a sharp fall in cocoa. exports in 1958 the volume of Afrlca S
exports of cocoa and coffee has risen very rapldly throughcut the five—year

period, while prices have declined continuously.

"b)  Price Trends in 1962 21"t 1963

While the index of average export unit values fell by as much as
5 percent in 1962.in comparison with the year bvefore, the annual average
would have been even lower in 1962 but for an vpturn in the prices of some
commodities which occurred during the year. The steepest rise was in the
"free market" price of sugar, though this will have had little effect on
African sugar exports, since most of them are traded under long—term
arrangements, such as the British Commonwealth Sugar Agreement, under
which prices are fairly stable. Of more significance to African countries
was a steep increase in sisal prices. Less epectaculer but still substantial
increases tock place in the prices of rice, some coarse grains, robuste

coffee, and wool.

In general it seems from price quotations that most of the increases
that began towards the end of 1962 continued during the first half of 1963,
but that by the third quarter many prices had already beg™n to fturn down-
ward again. Wheat and barley prices have tended to decline since the
second quarter of 1963, though maize prices continued io rise in the third
quarter of the Year, w1th good 1mport demand and somewhat reduced stocks
in the United States. Rice prices also have tended to rise. The free
market price of sugar fell sharply in the middle of 1963. 0Clive oil
prices turned down on reports of the good 1963/64 production prospects in
the Mediterranean, but prices of most fats and oils have continued to

increase.
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Coffee prices have been fairly stable during 1963. Cocoa prlces,
however, which climbed steeply in April and May, fell back again on
reports of a record middle c¢rop in west Africa, Sigal prlces have remalned
stable at the high level reached early in the year. Cotton and wool
prices alsc have been relatively steady, but rubber prices have continued

to fall and in August reached their lowest level for nine years.

c) Lohg-term Influences

It appears that the zmprovement in agricultural prices in 1962 and
early 1963 was concentrated on a few individual products, and that the
factors responsible for the upturn were in almost all cases on the supply
side and likely to be of short—ter. nature., As indicated above, for geveral
commodities the increase in prices has proved short lived and they have

already resumed their downward trend.

There is thus no indication of any change in the basic long-term
factors'tending to depress the prices of most agricultural products in
world trade. The rapid expansion of exportable supplies of many commoditles
continues to run ahead of the growth of import demand. For many foodstuffs,
demand in the industrialized countries has risen only very slowly, because
incomes and food consumption in these countries have reached levels where
further rises in income lead to only small 1ncreases in expenditures on
all but a few products. Import demand in these countries, which are by
far the largest markets for agricul tural exports, has been further limited
ry 1ncreaeed domestlc production of those commodities they are able to
produce themselves, often under the stlmulus of high support prices. The
deman@lfor many agricul tural raw materials has been reduced by technical
1nﬁe#atlons in industry, including the partial. replacement of natural

products by such substltutes as synthetic rubber and manmade fibres.

Thus there is as yet no reason to slacken efforts to compensate for
the harmful effects of low and fluctuating world prices on the economies
of agricultural exporting countries. During the past five years these
efforts have Principally been concentrated within a commodity by commodity

framework. 4 notable development in this field was the conclu51on in
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August 1962 of a flve—year International Coffee Agreement, in place of
the geries of annual agreements under which the major exporters had

' prev1cusly sought to regulate the coffee market by means of export
quotas. The agreement brings together exporting and impbrfing oountrieé,'
responsible for about 95 percent of the world coffee trade, and will élso
operate thfough export quotas. However, for cocoa, ano;hgr_qqmmddity of
great importance for a number of African countries, thé‘deneva Cocoa
Conference in September-October 1963 failed to negotiate an 1nternat10nal

agreemeat,

AGRICULTURAL INPORTS AND THE NET TRADE POSITION

Africa's total imports of agricul tural producte rose by a further
5 percent in 1962, to reach a level about 37 percent more than in 1958
{Table 6).

the total, increased by about ) percent in 1962 to 4.8 million tona,

Grain importe, which now account for more than a third of

and - thelr average level in 1958-62 was more than twice as hlgh as in the

previous flve—year period.
TABLE €

Indices of the Agricﬁltural Imports and Net Agricultural

Trade of Africa

1582

Average Average Average ° 1958 1959 1960' 1961 (Prelim-*
1948-52 1953-57 1958-62 : : o 1nary) 5

VOLUME OF GROSS IMPORTS
All agricultural

..a!onono--Indlces, average 1952—56'- 100 -p-onoota-olno'

products | 84 105 5 ., 120 138 147 157 165
Food products 85 105 160 0 125 154 163 173 184
Grains 100 106 215 ¢ 142 217 216 239 259
VOLUME OF NET EXPORTS P
All agricultural H _

products 84 106 123, 115 120 122 127 129

108 90 " 135 7 66 80 . 92

Food products 1T
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The continent's wheat and fleur imporie changed little in 1962 fronm
* - the very high level of 1961, and the main increase was in maize, imports
of ‘which more than dounled. The United Arad Republic's maizs imports more
than quadrupled in 1962, and its imports of wheat and flour also rose by
25 percent; the bulk of these increases appears %o have been for the
building up of reserves. Imperts into Africa of mcs* other agricultaral

products nave been far more stable.

Africa's gross imports of agricultural products in 1962 represented
about a third of ths total value of its gross exports. Up %o 1958 gross
and net experts were increasing at about the same rate, but since then, the
growth of net experts has Jagged Lecwind. aainly as a result of the rapid
expansion of grain imports. If fcod producis alone are:considered, the net
export was approximately ha prﬂ Letween 1956 and 1960, and fell considerably
below the 1948 B2 aTerzge, *nﬂuFL thore has since bszen sone recovery. If
_grains alone are considercd, the cintinent has been a small net 1mportef in

many postwai years and continvenusiy since 1959.

A large part of the re~ens expansicn in imperis.ecpecially of grains,
has been supplied at conceusional terms under United Stetes Public Law 436,
-and hag thus inve’ved nc drzin un *he 2oniinent’s soarce gupplies of forsign
A

exchange, which are sc urgently nesded for the import of capital goods for

the execuiion of developmeni plans.
0D SUPPLIES AND POPULATION

As has already been indicated, focd production rer caput iﬁrAffiEa
ag a whole ig estimated <o have fallen by about 4 percent between'l958
and 1962. Ths statistics of food production in Africa are most unreliable,
but they probably give a bailter indication of such broad treunds than of

the absclute magnitudes involved.

The trend of food production per caput, however. is not thne whole
story in assesgsing what hac happernzc to the actusl supply and consumption
of food, since these are 2lso influenced by changss ivn imports and
exports. The daie presented earlier indicate that Africa's nes experts

of food declined by some 30 nercent between 1958 ana 1962, which on a per
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caput basis would ammount to 2 fall of about 40 percent. Assuming that the
net exports represented Very roughly 5-10 percent of food productionl/, it
appears therefore that the decline ir per caput producticn has probably,
led to some reduction in per caput supplies, in spite of the fzll in net

exporis.

Apart from such very broad indications, it is extremely gifficuit
to assess trends in Africa's food situation. Foocd balance sheets are
available for very few countries, and these are mainly those where there 1s
a gizeable Eurcpean minority with food consunption levels and pattern
very different from that of the mass of the population., While dietary
surveys are increasingiy becoming available, these are still for single

" years only ard give no evidence ef the trend.

The general situation remains, however; that while in most areas
calorie intakes appear fairly satisfactory in relation to calculated
requirements, ﬁhe:quality of the diet, in terms of essential nutrients such
ag protein and vitamins, is almost everywhere below what is considered
necessary for.full health. Even calorie irnitakes may seasonally drop
below requirements. Neariy every year there ar¢ reporte of local shortages,
gsuch as ccourred in i962/63} for ecxample; in parts of Nyasaland and in the

central region of Tangunyikas-

i

l/ Based on PAO*s price—weighted indices of production and trade.
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Production of Major Crops, African Continent

and Principal Producing Countries
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Average Average Average : 1962, 6
1948/49~- 1953 /54~ 1958,/59-. 1958/59 1959/60 1960/61 1961/62 (Prelim-
1952/53 '1957/58 1962/63 | inary)
L thousand.n:letric} tonS L R R N NN
Wheat 4,220 5,560 5,220 ' 5,33C 5,160 5,590 4,18¢ 5,820
United Arab : ' .

Republic 1,113 1,548 1,479:/ 2 1,412 1,443 1,499 1,436 1,605
Algeria 996 1,339 1,106 : 1,129 1,105 1,509 682 veo
Moroceo 786 1,083 1,011 : 1,281 953 974 601 1,247
South Africa 555 683 142 s 616 740 771 884 698
Tunisia 452 515 424 539 524 439 213 405
Barley 3,400 3,480 2,780 3,430 2,790 3,210 1,580 2,890
Morocco 1,481 1,677 1,139, 1,590 1,114 1,362 476 1,155
Algeria 808 738 626 780 643 847 232 ces
Tunisia’ 218 154 162 282 236 - 136 50 106
Maize 8,560 10,540 12,370 ! 11,150 10,930 12,730 13,045 14,000
South Africa 2,471 3,519 4,750 : 3,660 3,801 4,834 - 5,596 5,857
United Aradb _ : ‘ : - '

Republic 1,378 1,656 1,742 1,758 1,500 1,691 1,617 2,144
Rice (paddy) 2,360 3,980  4,270% | 3,990 4,390 4,550 4,090
United Arad :

Republie 97% 1,272 1,299 1 1,082 1,535 1,486 1,142  1,250%
Madagascar 829§/ 1,023 1,172 : 1,100 1,078 1,212 1,221 1,250
Sierra Leone 274 249 274 : 264 264 264 264 315*
Congo {Leopoldvills) 152 184 129 173 165 164 71 T4
TOTAL GRAINSS 31,040 35,740 38,460 , 36,930 37,440 40,140 37,290 40.71C
Sugar (raw value) ;JESQ 2,140 2,692 2,560 2,680 2,400 2,850 2,980
South Africa 555 742 990 ., 1,023 946 902 997 1,083
_M§uritius 443 536 486 ; 526 580 236 553 533,
Réunion 116 185 207 165 200 218 162 188
United Arab :

Republic 196 303 341, 3290 337% 3e* 3% 3gpx
Mo zambique &6 121 167 S 153 174 157 165 184
Wine 1.720 2,300 2,280% ¢ 2,040 2,620 2,260 2,210 .
Algeria 1,350 1,717 135982/ ; 1,383 1,860 1,585 1,563 _—
South Africa 228 287 311_/ . 286% 318. 287 324 340
Morocco 64 181 237;/ . 210 270 231 ... -
Tunisia T4 115 156 L56 165 156 145 ces
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ANNEX TABLE (continued)
Average Average Average , 1662/63
1948/49- 1953/54- 1958/59~,1958/59 1959/60 1960/61 1961/62 (Preli~
1952/53 1957/58 1962/63 | minary
vensscsavessrsesa bthOUSANA MetTIC BTONS secessnrencrracrenasresesnns
Oranges 950 1,440 1,590 - | 1,510 1,480 1,630 1,620 1,710
[5700C0 | 170 . 251 435 & - 405 398 444 454 476"
South Africa 199 280 344 : 299 289 373 386 374
Algeria 239 340 355 @ 340 376 347 375 325
United Arab Republic 263 299 276 ¢ 303 248 266 202 358
Olive Oil so 10 10 . 1 9% 18 80 00
Tunisia 53 66 81 F 135 59 132 35 457
Algeria 18@/ 21 16 17 18 14 17* 15%
Morocco 13 20 22 ] 27 12 30 15% 28%
Palm Kernels 140 810 800 H 860 830 810 790 720
NWigoria® %/376 (e 426_; ;  4&0 273 4 41 A
 Congo (Leopolgville) 7 125 0 daTg oy 144 132 T DX -
Sierra Leone> 74 62 595 56 59 55 59 65
Palm 0il 800 900 890 I 930 920 890 870 840
Nigeria® g/ 3L 4@ aT 45T 433 423 403 1O
Congo (Lzopold. )= 172 206 229 ¢ 225 245 234 224™ 218%
Groundnuts (in 2,240 3,280 3,930 . 3,600 3,550 4,100 4,100 4,200
Migeria  °Pe1L)  coo%  g49% 1,134 ¢ 1,028%  900% 1,250% 1,245% 1,350%
Senegal 558 673 865 ¢ 764 812 892 995 850
South Africa 103 189 225 ' 195 214 261 163 250
Gopra 100 10  100¥ s 10 100 90 110 .
. ] ey 2,/ :
Mozambigqu 46 49 51 : 54 42 44 65 e
Cogoa (beans) 500 510 750 ¢ 570 £60 870 830 810
Ghanag/ﬂ/ 253 236 367, 260 322 439 415 398
Nigeria 109 105 11T,/ 145 157 197 202 184
Cameroun 49 58 68 s €0 67 T4 70 cew
Ivory Coa.st'—'/ 53 61 T8 . 56 62 g4 81 95
Coffee 280 460 750 ¢ 610 660 810 710 870
Ivory Coast 494/ 87 169 @ 159 140 186 159: 191i
Angola 56 74 141 88 o1* 166 168 186"
Uganda 35 51 116 : 84 107 119 23 176\4_
Congo{Leopold.) 21 32 56 : 54 61 54% 54 % 57
Madagascar 31_.]'/ .51 49 : 53% . 48 51 40 51:
Etaiopia 3gd* 5% 67 57 64% 66% T3, 14,
Cameroun I 15 39 : 27 79 38 £0 3
Kenya 1 18 30 : 24 24 34 2 a7
Tanganyika 14 20 26 : 23 23 27 27 27
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Average Average Average | 1962/63

1948/49~  1953/54- 1958/59~ | 1958/59 1959/60 1960/61 1961/62 (Pre-

1952/53 1957/58 1962/53 . liminary

L R I R P thousand:metric tOnS s v es s e S E s e sE N ar st e
Tea 19 29 42 : 40 45 47 56 56
Nyasaland 7 8 12 o 1l 12 14 13,
Kenya 6, 8 14 Co11 13 13 16 16
Mo~ambigue 3 5 A . 8 8 9 11 9
Tobhacco 140 160 200 : 200 200 210 200 190
Southern Rhodesia 44 63 90 ., 82 82 100 98 90%
Cotton (1int) 700 710 890 : 890 900 920 780 $60
United Arad ;

Republic 396 346 435 . 446 457 478 336 457
Sudan 74 90 153 . 127 129 114 209 184
Uganda 66 66 60 . 73 65 67 33 63%
Congo (Leopoldville) 46 48 38 . 49 60 46 20 16
Mo zambi que 29* 29 41 . 43% 46 B* 40* 385
Vigerie l/ 14 31 40 ;30 30 51 28 62
Tenganyika 10 21 34 ;31 37 34 30 38
Chad 17 23 24 24 14 34 16 33
Sisal 230 300 370 . 350 360 380 370 380
Tenganyika 137 179 207 200 209 208 201 217
Angola 21 37" 565/ Fog1¥ 54%* 58%* 59* oo
Kenya 28 39 58 47 56 63 63, 59,
HMozsmbique 1 o7 29 o3z 26 30 29 27
Rubber (natural) 50 100 138 P 120 140 140 140 120
Nigeria® 14 31 53 To42 54 59 56 60
Liberia 31 38 43_/ 43 43 42 43 44
Congo (Leopold.) 10 27 372 35 40 36 38 cen

i/ Four-year average.

b/ Ineluding also millets and sorghums, and oats. Rice is included milled
equivalent at 65 percent of paddy.

g/ Three-year average.

g/ Former French Zone only.

g/ Purchases for export.

;/ Plantation production and production from Ffruits delivered by African growers.

g/ FAO estimates.

Exporis of copra and coconut oil in copra equivalent.
Marketed output.

Two-year average.

Bstate production.

Purchases by Marketing Board.

AN

.+« Data unavailable. * Unofficial dats

NOTE: Continental totals (except for tea) are rounded to nearest 10,000 tons.





