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Executive Summary

=a3
Nigeria and African Development Bank (ADB)

T

from July 1997-December 1998.

The report covers background and objectives of the task force, activities undertaken by the task

force since May 1998 and conclusions.

The Committee members are invited to:

a) make comments on the report of the task force;

b) make comments on and further suggestions on the two fin*is* "f^^^S
namely (i) Compendium of statistical activities in Afncan countnes 1997, and (u) Keport
onThTimplemenLion the Addis Ababa Plan of Action at regional subregional and national
levels: Survey on the statistical development of Afncan countries, 1997, and

c\ comment on the recommendations, which have been prepared in respect of each of the
} "task force outputs. The comments and observation of the Committee will enable the

force to take them into account before pnnting the two reports for a wider distnbution.
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I BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

1 This task force was established in 1997 and has the objective of assessing progress and assisting in
the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action. Two outputs were foreseen in this task force
namely A Compendium of statistical activities in each Africa country, 1997; and a Report on the
implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action at regional, subregional and nat.onal levels. Both
outputs were to be produced from data collected through postal surveys conducted in African countries

during 1997 and 1998. The surveys were titled "Regional survey on statistical activities, 1997, and

Survey on the statistical development of African countries, 1997.

2. The task force is led by ECA, Development Information Services Division and has the Associate

membership of AFRISTAT, Nigeria, and African Development Bank (ADB).

II. ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY THE TASK FORCE SINCE MAY 1998

(a) Discussion at the eighth meeting of CASP

3 At the Eighth meeting of the committee, two draft reports were presented to the Committee for
comments: "Compendium of statistical activities in African countries, 1997"
(ECA/DISD/CASD.8/98/4/Addl) and "Survey on the statistical development of African Countries, 1997:

Analysis of responses" (ECA/DISD/CASD. 8/98/4/Add.2)

4 The Committee recognized the enormous amount of work, which was undertaken by ECA. It also
recognized that a postal survey was not the best way of collecting this information and that use of national
consultants would have been the best approach though expensive. Further the Committee wondered
whether a one-time survey gave CASD a better understanding of the changes which had, overtime, taken
place in the countries in the field of statistical development. No better alternative was found, hence it was
agreed to give the task force a greater degree of freedom to determine the best way of monitoring the

implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action.

5 The Committee felt that the survey response rate was satisfactory. In its conclusions the Committee
gave the task force up to six months to undertake detailed analysis and comment on the results which

would be included in the final reports of the surveys.

(b) Preparation of the final outputs

6. Several activities were undertaken, all aimed at preparing the final reports of the surveys.

7 In the case of the "Compendium of statistical activities in African countries, 1997", further
examination of the data was undertaken. Responses from the Federal states of Nigeria were received and
analysed state by state mainly due to the volume of data which was provided and to enable a clear
understanding of the range of statistical activities taking place in the Federal states vis-a-vis those of the
Federal Office of Statistics (FOS). Also a response was received from Madagascar and was included in
the analysis. The preparation of the final report, which contained results of the analysis of the responses
on a country and regional basis and also preparation of conclusions and recommendations of the survey,
was undertaken. The Compendium is presented as a separate document ECA/DISD/CASD.8/98/4.

8 Regarding the "Report on the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action", similar activities

were undertaken and included further examination of survey data. The preparation of the final report,
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which contains analysis of open and closed questions, was undertaken. Analysis of open questions was
rather complex. The graphical presentation of the results has been included in the report of the survey
The report includes Conclusions and recommendations. The report ofthe survey is presented as a separate
document: ECA/DISD/CASD.8/98/4/R.

(c) Recommendations

9. The general and specific recommendations made as a result of the analysis of the two surveys are
given as part of the documents "Compendium of statistical activities in each African country, 1997" and

the "Report on the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action at regional, subregional and
national levels: Survey on the statistical development of African countries, 1997".

III. Conclusions

10. The two surveys were aimed at monitoring the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action
In this connection, the two surveys concentrated on monitoring the implementation of the Plan of Action
at national level. Monitoring at the regional and subregional levels of implementation could not be
undertaken through a survey due to resource constraints. However, activities undertaken at those levels
have been described in document ECA/DISD/CASD.8/98/4/R.

11. Although the national level source of finance (mainly national governments) had taken the lead in
the provision of financial resources for statistical activities, as reported in the results of the Regional
survey of statistical activities, 1997, African countries had reported lack of financial budget to be the
highest in its problems for implementation of statistical activities.

12. The results of both surveys are a one time finding and deserve to be repeated to confirm or increase
our understanding of the structure of statistical activities in African countries and the level of
implementation of the Addis Ababa-Plan of Action.

13. One lesson, which has been learnt, is the extent of difficulty in collecting this type of information
through postal surveys. Better ways will have to be adopted in the future.

14. In the case of Survey on the statistical development of African countries, a specific section was
devoted to the study on the implementation of Addis Ababa Plan of Action. It would appear from the
results of the survey that financial resources, long-term work programme; institutional arrangements-
establishment of research, methods and standards, etc. were lacking in their implementation in many
African countries.

15. The two one time surveys have therefore confirmed that some aspects of the Plan of Action were
implemented by most of the African countries. Those remaining required further recommendations as
detailed in thesurvey reports.

16. The Committee members are invited to:

(a) make comments on the second report ofthe task force;

(b) make comments on and further suggestion on the two finalised outputs of the task force
namely: "Compendium of statistical activities in African countries, 1997" and (ii) "Report
on the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action at regional, subregional and
national levels: Survey on the statistical development of African countries, 1997", and
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