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INTRODUCTION

1. It will be recalled that the sixth session of the Conference of African Ministers

of Trade held in Addis Ababa, 17-20 March 1930, decided to set up a Ministerial Follow-

up Committee on International Trade and Finance for Afriean Development with the

following terms of referencet

(a) fcfonitoring the implementation of the African strategy in the field

of International Trade and Finance including intra-African trade and finance as

part of the over-all development strategy for Africa;

(b) Co-ordinating, harmonizing and preparing the African position on

issues relating to international trade and finance for development!

(c) Reviewing from time to time progress made in the implementation of

multilateral agreements between African countries and the mitside world in the

field of international trade and finance including the second ACP-EEC Lome '

Convention and UNCTAD's Integrated Programme for Commodities.

2. The first meeting of the Ministerial Follow-up Committee on International Trade

and Finance for African Development vr&s accordingly held in Addis Ababa from 9-11

March 1981.

PART ONE: ORGANIZATION AND PROCEEDINGS

A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

3- The ftfeeting was attended by (a) representatives of the following countries

members of the Committee namely: Algeria, Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Mozambique,

Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Tanzania, Zaire and Zambia; (b) Observer

countries: Burundi, Egypt, Ivory Coast and Senegal.
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4 In accordance with the decision taken by the sixth rW«x of the Conference

or Africa Ministers of Trade, it was agreed that the Bureau of the first meeting

of the Ministerial Follow-up Committee would be composed in the same manner as that

of the sixth session of the.Conference; namely:

Chairman: Ethiopia

First Vice-chairman-: Nigeria

Second Vice-Chairman: Sudan

Third Vice-Chairman: Rwanda

Rapporteurs . ■■ ■ .Zainbra-

B. AGENDA

5# On 9 March 1981 the meeting adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening ceremonies

2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

3 Review and appraisal of developments in the field of trade and finance
since the sixth session of the Conference of African Minister, of trade

including:

(a) Common Fund and commodity negotiations

(b) Global negotiations at the eleventh special session of the United
~ Nations General Assembly;

(c) Developments in the financial and monetary field including:

(i) Debt problems

(ii) The last annual meeting of IMF/IBRD

(d) Africa and economic co-operation among developing countries

4« Third All-Africa Trade Fair ,

5. Implementation of the African Strategy in the field of trade and
finance as part of the Lagos Plan of Action

6. Re-examination cf OAO resolution CMC/2(lV) on the periodicity of the

regular sessions of the Conference of Ministers of Trade in the light

of subsequent developments and the decision to set up a Ministerial

Follow-up Committee
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7» Any other business

8, Elaboration of the draft agenda of the second meeting of the

Ministerial Follow—up Committee

9» Date and place of the second meeting

10. Adoption of the report and closure of the meeting.

C ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening statements

'■,-).■■-■ ■ ■

6# The Follow-up Ministerial Committee meeting listened to the statements from

Comrade Wollie Chekol, Minister of Foreign Trade of Socialist Ethiopia and current ,,.

Chairman of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade; Mr, Paul Etiang, Assistant

Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity; Mr. Adebayo Adedeji, Executive

Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa,

7. In his address Comrade Wollie Chekol, Minister of Foreign Trade of Socialist

Ethiopia recalled the terms of reference of the Follow-up Committee and their

implications. In particular he called attention of the Committee to its important

task of reviewing from time to time the progress made in the implementation of multi

lateral agreements betWeen African countries and the outside world,

8. In his review of some of the major multilateral agreements, he observed that

the trends obtained- during the period of Lome I continue under the ACP/EEC Lome II

Conventionj namely ever increasing trade surpluses in favour of EEC and worsening

balance-of-payments for the ACP States. The EEC countries continue to resist.access

of all agricultural commodities to their markets and refuse to liberalize structure

of the rules of origin for the semi-manufactures from ACP countries. In the area

of Miltilateral Trade Negotiations under'the auspices of GATT, special, differential

treatments provided for developing countries are left to the option of developed

countries. He however welcomed the agreement on the Common Fund in spite of its

shortcomings. Its essential role within the UKCTAD integrated programme for

commodities especially as regards financing buffer stocks, and financing commodity

development measures was reconnized.
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9. He reminded the meeting of the "Final Act of Lagos's" provision for the

establishment of an African Common Market and eventually Economic Community by the

year 2000. Towards this end the Final Act called for the setting up of subregional

preferential trade areas not later than 1984* He singled out the Economic Community

of West African States as" being exemplary and welcomed the progress being made in

the establishment of a Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African

States which he hoped will be operational by January 1982e

10. Trade with developed world over the past years has failed to respond'"favourably*

to Africa's development needs and problems continue in all sectors including transport,

communication and trade information compounded further by the control of transnational

corporations. This background justified the need to change existing trade pattern

leading to diversification and expansion of trade qualitatively, quantitatively and

thus register growth geographically and structurally.

11. Towards efforts to develop intra-African trade he appreciated the efforts of

all who contributed to the success of the Third All-Africa Trade Fair in Khartoum and

on behalf of the African Ministers of Trade thanked the Government and people of

Sudan for their share in itc He called upon those preparing for the Fourth Trade

Fair in Accra to draw from the experiences of the earlier Fairs, In addition he also

welcomed the creation recently of the Pan African Documentation and Information

System.

12. The plight of the least developed countries has worsened due to the underlying

problems of the world economy. He felt encouraged to know that a special United

Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries is planned for this year.

13. Welcoming the delegations to the meeting, the Assistant Secretary-General of the

OAU emphasised the importance of this first session of the Committee and the major

issues before it.
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14. Reviewing developments in the international economy the Assistant Secretary-

General said that these consisted of a catalogue of failures and frustrations with

an uncertain future. The causes he attributed to these developments were the rising

import bills, due to increased oil prices, slumping earnings on Africa's exports and

huge deficits in the balance-of-payments. African countries have thus been forced to

resort to external borrowings in apite of the dangers and risks involved,

15b The only achievement in the commodities front, amidst the collapse of several

commodity agreements and negotiations, was the conclusion of the Common Rind Agreemer*'

which he urged all member States to sign and ratify.

l6e The Assistant Secretary-General emphasized the importance of the Lagos Plan of

Action whose adoption was a major development in 1980, The implementation of the

Plan was the centre of OAU/ECA activities up to the year 2000 - a year by which the

African Common Market is to be in full operation. He stressed that the predominant

role in this implementation, must be played by the member States individually and

collectively. In this connexion, he urged the delegations to be consistent in their

action in all the fora that trade, monetary and financial issues are being discussed,

and warned of the dangers and detractions from extra-African institutions which were

trying to formulate other priorities and development strategies for Africa.

ljr He concluded T-rith remarks on the success of the Third All-Africa Trade Fair heir'

in Khartoum, Sudan in November 1980. He called for joint OAU/ECA financing of

future All-Africa Trade Fairs, The progress made on economic co-operation among

developing countries and intra—African economic integration was very impressive.

18« In his. address the Executive Secretary of ECA recalled that exactly a j'ear ago

the Sixth Conference of Ministers of Trade decided to create the Ministerial Follow-

up Committee on International Trade and Finance for African Development and charged

it with significant tasks including inter alia the monitoring of the African Strategy

in the field of international trade and finance including intra—African trade and

finance as part of the Lagos Plan of Action,
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19. He called attention to.two papers prepared by the secretariats of OAU and ECA.,

The first one was intended specifically to help the Committee in discharging its

very important functions of co-ordinating and preparing African positions on inter

national trade and finance issues as well as reviewing progress made in the implements^!

of major multilateral agreements to which members are parties by reviewing and

assessing the.most salient developments in the international trade and finance field

since the sixth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade,;

20. The second paper referred to what the Executive Secretary considers to be one

of the important, if not the most important task now facing the African region,

namely, the task of implementing the Lagos Plan of Action. He pointed out that this

raised a number ,Qf fundamental questions, including that of how best to ensure that

the various provisions of the Lagos Plan, and most importantly the Plan as a whole are

duly translated, not only in national development plans, but also in day-to-day

policies and measures. These and many more farweaching questions should be addressed

squarely: by member States. ...

21« . It was subsequently decided to discuss the agenda in the following order:

lc Implementation,of.the African Strategy in the field of trade and finance as

part of the Lagos Plan of Action

2t Review and appraisal of developments in the- field of trade and finance since

the sixth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade including:

(a) Common i^ind and commodity negotiations

(b) Global negotiations at the eleventh special session of the Ihited Nations

General Assembly

(c) Developments in the financial and monetary field including:

(i) _ Debt problems

(ii) Ihe last annual meeting of IMF/IBRD .

(d) Africa1 and economic co-operation among developing countries,,

3. Third All-Africa Trade Fair

4e Re-examination of OAU resolution CMC/2(lV) on the periodicity of the regular

sessions of the Conference of Ministers of Trade in the light of subsequent

developments and the decision to set up a Ministerial Fbllow-up Committee
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5* Aiy other business

6. Elaboration of the draft agenda of the second meeting of the Ministerial Follow-

up Committee

7» ■ Date and place of the second meeting

&V Adoption of the report and closure of the meeting.

PART TWO: RECOMMENDATIONS

Implementation of the African Strategy in the field of trade and

finance as part of the Lagos Plan of Action (Agenda item 5)

22. Introducing this agenda item, a representative of the organizing secretariats

gave a brief genesis to the adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action, particularly

with regard to the section dealing with African Strategy in the field of trade

and finance. He drew attention in particular to the suggestions in the basic

document on the need for African Governments to establish such national mechanisms

and institutions as would facilitate implementation.

23. The above remarks were supplemented by another representative'of the organizing

secretariats, who emphasized the need for African member States to maintain continuity

in their respective delegations to international negotiations.

24. the meeting generally agreed that the implementation of the Lagos Plan of

Action in the field of trade and finance, as well as in other fields, will depend

primarily on measures to be taken by member States themselves, individually and

collectively at national, subregional and regional levels. Tb this end, the

Committee made the following recommendations:

Recommendations:

1. To get the implementation process under way, Governments which had not yet

done so should undertake a comprehensive assessment of the implications of the

Lagos Plan from the standpoint of the policies now being carried out by them in the

fields of domestic trade, intra-Africa trade expansion, international trade and

finance and participation in international negotiations with a view to ascertaining

what "gaps", if any, :.iay exist between those policies and relevant provisions--of ""

the Lagos Plan, and taking necessary measures to adapt the former to the latter.
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2 Governments should also review their current and future development pPans

in the light of provisions contained in the Lagos Plan of Action,

3. Member States should also consider: setting up appropriate national mechanisms

to monitor the implementation of the Lagos Plan. Such mechanisms could be either

in the form of a unit such as planning divisions or units which exist in some

countries1 ft/iinistries of Trade or in the forin of any other co-ordinating unit

which may be located within Ministries of Trade, Such units would be given the

specific task of ensuring not only that particular provisions of the Plan of Action,

and more' imp6r:fant"Iyr tKjT "Lagos' spirit, are duly reflected in day—to-<lay measures

and regulations, but also*"tn"at the"necessary steps are taken to enable the interested

country to meet specific targets and deadlines, and of reporting periodically thereon.

4. At subregional level, Governments should take advantage of the existing

MULPOC framework by deciding to have a specific item on the implementation of the

Lagos Plan of Action in the field of trade and finance put on the agenda of the

officials and ministerial meetings of each MULPOC. Ibis would enable.each subregion

periodically to take stock of progress ihade by member States individually and

collectively, and to decide on measures to be taken to implement the provisions

contained in the Plan on a step by step and co-ordinated basis.

5. At regional level each MULPOC, through a spokesman designated to this

end, should report directly to the Ministerial Follow—up Committee on the implementation

of the Plan in the various subregions so as to enable the Cor-imittee to monitor and

assess overall progress and make appropriate recommendations to the Conference of

African Ministers of Trade.

6. All relevant subregional and regional organizations and groupings, including

the Association of African Trade Pror.iotion Organizations (AATPO) should be encouraged

to play an active role in the implementation of the relevant provisions of the Lagos

Plan of Action, and receive the necessary financial and other types of support from

member States.
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Change in the name of the Committee and its terms of reference

25* The Ministerial Follow-up Gorxidttee took note of the fact that the Sixth

Meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers which greatly contributed to the preparatory

work for the Lagos Summit had decided to include domestic trade in addition to intra—

African trade expansion and international trade and finance, as well as participation

in the international negotiations as one of the sectors to be catered for in the

proposals submitted to the OAU Surnmit. It also took note of the fact that provisions

relating to domestic trade were accordingly adopted by the Heads of State along witH"

those on other sectors under draper VII of the Lagos Plan of Action.

26. The Coui-rirttee was accordingly of the view that the Conference of African Ministers

of Irade might wish to decide that the name of the.Committee should be changed .from

"Ministerial Follow-up Committee on International Trade and Finance for African

Development" to Ttfinisterial Follow—up Committee on Trade and Finance for African

Development and expand the terras of reference of the Committee accordingly.

Review and appraisal of developments in the field of trade and finance

since the sixth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade .

(Agenda item 3) ■

(a) Common Fund and Cour.iodity Negotiations

27. The meeting welcomed the conclusion of the Cor.ir.ion Fund Agreement after over

four years of protracted negotiations. It however noted with regret that the type

of Common Fund that emerged from the negotiations falls short of the expectations

and needs of developing countries in general and African countries in particular.

It was however observed that the agreement was a major step forward in implementing

the new international economic order and as such deserved Africa's support. The

meeting was informed and also'welcomed the offer by OPEC to undertake payment of

contribution to the Fund on behalf of Least Developed ftountrieo and five other

developing countries at their request.
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28, Now that the Agreement was about to come into being the meeting was of the

view that specific steps should be- taken to ensure that African countrles-.^>b±ain.---. .

maximum advantages therefrom,

£9, The meeting also took note with regret of the very slow progress made in the

preparatory meetings for the IS selected commodities not covered already by inter

national agreements, and of the many problems that have still to be overcome. The

following recommendations ware made-

Recommendations

1» The ECA and OAU should conduct an in—depth study for submission at the

second meeting of the Ministerial Follow—up Committee on the prospects for reaping

maximum benefits from the implementation of the Common Fund Agreement,

2, All African countries should consider ratifying the Common Fund Agreement

as this agreement represents a major step forward in the establishment of a new

International Economic Order and provides a framework which could be improved on

as time goes by*

3, Member States should participate effectively and in a co-ordinated manner

as call.e4.Xor.in OAU .resolution..CMC/835(XXVj).. in the^oa-going integrated programme

negotiations pn the 18..selected commodities as well.as the.renegotiation of existing

commodity agreements so as to ensure that the interests of the African Group in all

these negotiations are fully safeguarded.

4n The Chairman of the African Group in Qeneva or his representative should be

invited to make a full report to the Follow—up Committee on the stage reached in

these negotiations the problems facing the African Group therein and optimum

strategies to be followed to ensure desirable results,

(b) Global negotiations at"the Eleventh Special Session of the United

Nations General Assembly on the New International Development Strategy

300 The "Ministerial Follotf-»up Cotnmittee on International Trade and Finance for

African Development expressed the disappointment at the failure of the Eleventh

Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly to get in the Global

negotiations on the major problems of international co-operation for development

started-,
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31O p---"-™-*~-{r>g the importance of these negotiations for member States and

noting the resolution.adopted by the last OAU Council of Ministers to these

negotiations^ the Ministerial Follow-up Committee was of the view that all

necessary steps should be taken to resolve the existing problems and get negotia

tions started effectively as soon as. possible.

32, To this end, the Ministerial Follow—up Committee agreed on the following

recommendations:

Recommendations . . .

1. The efforts being made by the Group of 77 in the United Nations General

Assembly and which are aimed at resolving the difficulties that stand in the way

of the Global negotiations should be stepped up;

.. 2« The OAU and ECA secretariats should give their utmost support to the

African Cbroup throughout these negotiations as called for in resolution CF^835(XXXVl)..

(c) Developments in the fin^ic^al^and_nonetary field

33» The Committee" felt that the increasingly acute problems faced by African

countries j« so far as their external indebtedness is concerned had been aggravated

by international events o^r-i-h ■'heir control, 3uc*i ^, L+ f" ^'rWrec^F^ion. fluctuate ens

of exchange rate of main currencies and multiplying trade restrictions in developed

countriest The Committee noted that these and other factors had contributed heavily

to the balance-of-^payments deficits of member States, and consequently to their

need for additional loans» Further,, these loans had been obtained on increasingly

unfavourable terms and the proportion of loans granted at market conditions had been

increasing^

34* The attention of the Committee was drawn to the fact that the increasing

debt burden of African countries was largely the result of unequal trade exchange

with developed o
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35o The Committee also took note of the highlights of the last mutual meeting

of IMF/IBRD* The attention of the Ministers was drawn in particular to the IMF

decision to reduce frcm IG to 5 the number of currencies taken into account in

determining the composition of the basket of currencies used for the valuation of

the SDRso

36O At the end of the discussion on the above~aentioned issues the following

recommendations were made;

Recommendations

1. EGA and OAU secretariats should undertake an in-depth study of present

problems and prospects facing African countries in so far as their external

indebtedness is concerned and of concrete measures to be taken by African

countries to overcome these problems for submission to the next meeting of

the Ministerial Follow-up Committee,

2. ECA and OAU secretariats should study the implications of the new valuation

of SDR fey the African countries

37o In their consideration of item 3(d) of the Agenda entitled Africa and economic

co-operation among developing countries, the Ministers recognized the need to reinforce

this co-operation, They however pointed out that in this new venture, African countries

should ensure that they are not providers solely of raw materials to the other

developing countries as is traditionally the case in their trade relations with the

developed world. Serious efforts should be .iiade to exploit the export potential of

African countries in manufactured and semi-manufactured goods as was being done

under the current ECA programme whereby two groups of African traders will shortly

tour Asia and Latin America respectively to examine the possibilities of exporting

their products to some countries in these two regions. Similar efforts should be

made to redress the existing trade imbalance between Africa, on the one hand, and

the other developing regions, on the other, The meeting also recognized the need

for a seminar to be held on trade between Africa and the other developing regions to

review the problems and prospects for Africa in expanding that trade.
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38. The Committee was also of the view that the on-going negotiations on BCDC

within the framework of UNCTAD should be monitored very closely in order to ensure that

Africa's interest therein were fully safeguarded. To this effect, the following

recommendations were inades

Recommendations

1. OAU and ECA secretariats should continue to provide all the necessary

assistance to the African delegations participating in the global meetings on

economic, co-operation . among developing countries.

2. In particular the two secretariats should convene to provide all the necessary

assistance to the African delegations prior to the aecond session of the neeting of

Government Experts of fieveloping Countries on ECDC scheduled for 11 to 22 fliay 1981

in Geneva to prepare the African position in the negotiations on the establishment

of Global System, of Trade Preferences auong Developing Countries and to ensure' the

effective participation of the African delegations in that meeting*

3. Care should be taken to ensure that within the framework of GSTP, priority

attention to the promotion and strengthening of intra-subregional and regional

co-operation in Africa, including negotiation of tariff concessions among member

States,

Third All-Africa Trade Fair (Agenda item 4)

39« The meeting was briefed by representatives of the organizing secretariats

on the problems faced.in the preparation for and. the success achieved at the Third

All-Africa trade Fair organized in Khartoumfro::; 3-7 November 198Oe The,meeting

was also privileged to hear a statement by H.Ee Ahmed Salim Ahmed, State Minister

for Co-operation, Coinnerce and Supply- of the Democratic Republic of the Sudan,

which had played host to the Fair and its accompanying eventso Participants

warmly congratulated the Government of the Republic of the Sudan for the excellent

arrangements made and the key part*it had played in the success of the Fairo The

attention of the meeting was directed to the need to draw necessary lessons from

the Khartoum Fair in the preparations for arid organization of the Fourth All-Africa

Trade Fair due to be held in Accra, Ghana, in 19$4- The Committee accordingly made

the following recommendations:
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Recommendations

1 In order to encourage the maximum number of African States to participate

in All-Africa Trade Fairs, OAU and ECA aecretariats should conduct studies on the

possibility of financing the preparation of the next All Africa Trade Fairs with

the assistance of relevant international organizations, such as ITC and UNEP;

2, OAU/ECA in collaboration with AATPO and relevant UN Agencies should study

the technical, financial and other ireplications of the proposed creation of a

Union of All Africa Trade Fairs and ,.:a!:e recommendations accordingly to the next

Ministerial Coi.iuittee meeting;

3. OAU and ECA secretariat should help in liaising with and co-ordinating

the timing of the existing national and subregional Trade Fairs before determining

the dates for the Fourth All Africa Trade Fair and subsequent fairs in eloae

consultation with the Government of Ghanaj and future host Governments

4# Trade fair workshops for African pavilion directors should continue to be

held prior to the All—Africa Trade Fairs ;

5, In compliance with the Lagos Plan of Action "Buy African goods" campaigns

should be organised in conjuction with the next and future All—Africa Trade Fairs,

and these should be exclusively devoted to the promotion of intra—African trade|

6. The Conference of African Ministers of Trade at their seventh session

should endorse the recommendations of the symposia, on intra-African Trade and

on industrial technology in Africa. ' ■-- -- -

Re-examination of Resolution (CMC/2(r/). Res>2 of the Fourth OAU Conference

of Ministers of Commerce on the Periodicity of the regular session of African

Ministers of Trade in the light of subsequent developments and the decision

to set up a Ministerial Follow-up Committee (Agenda item 6)

40. After the introduction of.this item.some.delegations took the floor to support

the suggestion contained in the working document. There was a suggestion that

uniformity should be maintained with regard to the periodicity of other sectoral

meetings, like the Ministers of Industry and Social/Labour Affairs. However the

dominant view was that the trade/finance sector was highly volatile and as such should not

ne placed on the same level with other sectors. There was also a concern expressed
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was that the trade/finance sector was highly volatile and as such should not be

placed on the same level with, other sectors. There was also a concern expressed

over the high cost of attending meetings, so that the fewer the meetings, the

better it would be for all. the consensus which energed emphasized the need

to be pragmatic, and to base the decision to convene meetings of Ministers' and

the Committee on the general world economic situation as it would affect Africa.

The following recommendations were made accordingly:

Recommendations

1. The Conimittee decided to recommend maintenance of the resolution ( CMC/2 IV) Res.

of the Fourth OAU Conference of Ministers of Connerce relating to.the periodicity

of the regular sessions of the Conference of Trade Tlinisters whereby the African

Ministers of Trade should meet in principle annually because of the flexibility in

that resolution.

2. As was r.lready decided by the Conference of African Ttfinisters of Trade at

their Sixth Session the Ministerial Follow-up Committee should meet normally twice

a year.

Any other business (Agenda item 7)

Least Developed; Countries ;

41. The attention of the Ministers was drawn to the desperate situation facing

the Least Developed Countries, the majority of whieh were to be found in the African

region, with regard to the constant deterioration in their terras of trade and to the

need to devise urgent solutions to overcome these problems. To this end, the following

recommendations were wades ;
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Recommendations

1. The Conference of African-Ministers- of -Trade at their next session should

assist in expediting the implementation of UNCTADresolution .1£2(V) which calls

specifically for: ...:

(a) the developed countries* multilateral and regional financial

institutions to provide., as a matter of urgency, official

development assistance to the least developed countries in the

form of grants or loans on highly concessionary terms as stipulated

in Section (lV)j

("b) donor governments to cancel, on an urgent basis, all debts of the

least developed countries in conformity with the commitments they

have raadej

(d) the developed and other developing countries in a position to do so to put

into effect the commercial policy measures outlined in its Section (V)o

2. The Conference of African Ministers of Trade should give particular attention

to the problems of the Least Developed Countries in their deliberations and proposals

in matters of trade and finance„

Organizations which could be invited to attend the meeting of the Ministerial

Follow—up Committee ■'■ ■■.-...

42. The-meeting was of the view that, depending on the topics to be discussed

the following organisations among:others could be invited to attend the meetings of

the Ministerial Follow-up Committee as observers: ,

(a) Pan—African Organizations;

- Association of African Trade ProiTiotion Organizations (AATPO)

- African Centre for Monetary Studies (ACMS)

- African Development Bank (ADB)

- Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA)

- Joint secretariat of African Executive Directors in the World Bank

and International Ifonetary Fund*
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(b) International organizations

- United Nation Food and Agricultural Organization (UNFAO)

- International Trade Centre (lINCTAD/GATT)

- United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

- United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)

43» It was stressed that in view of the ministerial character of the Counjittee

these organizations would need to be represented at the highest possible level.

Elaboration of the draft agenda of the Second Meeting of the Ministerial

Follow-up Committee (Agenda item 8)

44* The secretariats of EGA and OAU will prepare a draft agenda in consultation

with the current Chairman of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade.

Date and place of the Second Meeting (Agenda item 9)

45» The Second Ministerial Follow-up Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled

for January 1982O It was agreed also that the Ministerial Follow-up Comnittee oeeting

ohould be followed by the

The final datec for both meetings shall be determined by ECA/OAU secretariats in

consultation with the Chairman.

46. Member States interested in hosting both meetings were invited to communicate

their offers to the secretariats as soon as poscble. In the absecce of offers

received in due tiue by the secretariats these meetings shall be held in Addis Ababa.

Adoption of the report and closure of the meeting (Agenda item 10)

47. After considering the report, the meeting adopted the present report.

48. The Chairman thanked the participants for their active and valuable contribution

to the work of the meeting, and brought the first meeting of Ministerial Follow-up

Committee to a close.




