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CANDIDATURE OF ABIDJAN

What, in our view; arc the criteria that should determine the choice
of the location of cur orgenization? First of all, geographical rosition,
next accessibility from the point of wview of transport and itclccommunications,
and lastly the best facilities for the premiszes.

I do not noeced to dwell, before this asscembly, on the central position
of Abidjan, both as between Vestsrn and Zastern ifrica and as betwecn Northern
and Southern Africa. So much is this so that Abidjan, from the point of view of
air transport, has becoms a real turn-tzble vhich the Alr Afrique company,
formed by 10 Republics, has choscen for its headquartoers.

This advantageous geographical position entails an excellent transport
potential in all fields, particularly sea and air transport: the ultra-modern
port of“Abidjan can ateommodate thoe largest liners in the world in its deep-water
berths, whils its new airfield rsceives ovory day about 20 aireraft linking
the capital of the Ivory Coast with the major cities in Africa and the world,

Bankors and business men, which; judging by the arguments of some of my
collcagues here, wo arc forcéd tc beocome, will be glad to.learn that Abidjan

has permanent links with all the major financial and_econgmic centres throughout
the worlde . They will also be aware that 4Abidjan is the seat of a contral

Bank, three Specialized banks, four consumsr credit banking institutions, one
dovelopment bank aﬁd five commercial banksa. ,

There is also every facility for the recruitment of sfaff:‘ sducation in
the Ivory Coast ranges from Primary school to Univarsity with all kinds of
vocational and tochnical schoolsg in betweon, Thether the necd is for
administrators or typists, a very wide choice is offoered on the spote

Indecd, how could it bs otherwise, in a town with a population of about
250,000, which is well knovn throughout Africa for the quality of its town
planning. The hotel preblem, one of thoe mogt difficult to solve in Africa,
no longer arises in Abidjan, which, with its first-class hotels and its now

Intornational "Palacc", offors its visitors more than 1,200 air-conditioned
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rooms or apartments. There are also ample housing facilities outside
the heotels.

As to the medical problem, which seems +t0 have been of some concern
to the sscretariat, I can assure you, my dear colleagu939 that Abldjan
and the Ivory Coast, with their +radltlonal ‘and modern resources, '
particularly with respect to tourlut act1v1tles and more generally
with the hospitable welcome extended by the res1dents, are not llkely
to make it possible for the staff and officials cof the African
Development Bank to be 111 very of ten. : ‘ | -

However,; if the case‘shouldﬂarise, you must Xnow, my dear‘colléégueé,
that there are three large modern hospitals,; a Pasteur In"sfifute9
several private clinics and pharmacies, etCoco.. c@pable of treatlng
and curing those whose state of nealth might requ;re it.

Apart from all these naterial COHSlduTﬂthHS; of Whloh I am sure _
"that most of my friends gathered in this roowm are aware, T w111 31mply
‘remind you in conclusicn that, although we have had several years of
inter—Africen politics with all that this involves in the way of

‘meetings and organizations set up, this is the first time - I stress,
the flrst time - that q.E. Pr651dent Houphouet Boigny has asked for
the locatlon of an Inter-Afrloan or 1nternutlona1 organization to be
in the Ivory COast°

~ This means that, if the location of our Bank were to be at
Abidgan9 my country would glve of itz best so that you might one day

be proud and happy in your choice.

Délegation of the Ivory Coast
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