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Organization and participation 
 
1. The Ad Hoc Experts Group Meeting on “Transport policies and regional integration” took 
place in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, on 27 June 2007. It was set within the context of the 
twenty-second meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts (ICE) of the Economic 
Commission for Africa (ECA) North Africa Subregional Office, devoted to the theme, 
Infrastructure and regional integration. Senior officials from transport Ministries of the member 
States (i.e. Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia), leaders of financial 
institutions and the private sector, and representatives of civil society, participated in the meeting. 
Representatives of regional development institutions were also present, and particularly the 
African Development Bank (ADB), the Arab Maghreb Union (UMA), and the Observatoire du 
Sahara et du Sahel  (OSS). (See full list of participants in the Annex). 
 
2. The deliberations of the meeting and the recommendations emanating from it dwelt on 
three main dimensions, viz. (i) national transport policies; (ii) the regional dimension in terms of 
harmonization and coordination of these policies; and (iii) financing-related implementation 
aspects. 
 
Election of the Bureau 
 
3.  The participants elected the following Bureau: 
 

President: Dr. Ali M. R. Elmagouri, 
Director of Foreign Investment Affairs, 
General People’s Committee for Economic Trade  
  and Investment, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 
 
Rapporteur: Mr. Mohamed Eisa Ahmed 
Financial Inspector, Ministry of Finance and  
  National Economy, Khartoum, Sudan. 

 
Transport policies and regional integration: national perspectives 
 
4. The representatives of the seven member States (Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia) highlighted their national strategies and policies in the transport 
sector, demonstrating the regional constraints and perspectives. 
 
5. The discussion was mainly centred on the need for regulation and liberalization of the 
various transport modes, development and modernization of the related infrastructure, as well as 
the efforts that need to be deployed towards greater integration among the countries of the 
subregion in this sector.  The participants also considered the main problems besetting private-
sector operators in North Africa in terms of costs, the time taken up by transactions, and 
administrative red tape. Another problem reposes in maintaining the current market share, even 
though not so much in the conquest of new markets. The foregoing can be facilitated through a 
transport system characterized by (i) transport infrastructure providing sea links that would be 
distinguished by their regularity, rapidity, efficiency and cost (air freight is too often inadequate 
or simply non-existent in the region); (ii) adequate related services – i.e. maintenance firms, 
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adequate forwarding facilities, overland transportation from these ports to the inland ports, and 
efficient carriage of goods from point to point; and (iii) a computerized information system that 
meets international standards. 
 
Regional dimension: prospects and challenges 
 
6. The participants took note of the vision of the UMA vision in terms of harmonization and 
coordination of transport policies. In that connection, they noted the ongoing activities and 
projects aimed at promoting the integration of transport infrastructure among the UMA member 
States, particularly in the institutional sphere, through harmonization of oversight procedures, 
information-sharing, promotion of regional experts’ meetings, and coordination of certain safety-
related procedures. Also considered were necessary measures towards enhanced physical 
integration of cross-border ne tworks, reduction or elimination of physical and international 
barriers between countries, and expansion of coordination actions. 
 
7. The North Africa Subregional Office also used the meeting as a forum to make a 
presentation on transport policies as a catalyst for boosting competitiveness and facilitating 
regional integration. The main point acknowledged related to the achievements in terms of 
national policies and regional transport-sector development infrastructure designed to bring these 
on a par with global standards. It was, however, observed that these achievements still fell short 
of transport services needs, mainly owing to geographical and socio-political constraints which 
hamper the functioning of effective transport policies. The main bottleneck, therefore, was 
considered to be the non-coherence of actions and measures at the regional level. This fact was 
largely reflected in the worryingly low level of trade links between the countries of the subregion. 
 
8. Accordingly, and in order to effectively address the present inadequacies and difficulties, 
the emphasis was placed on the need to foster cooperation linkages, revitalize the institutional 
framework, promote partnerships, and establish appropriate mechanisms for enhancing the 
attractiveness of the countries of the subregion for international financial flows devoted to 
investment in transport infrastructure. In this context, a number of measures were proposed with 
a view to fostering and integrating the various transport networks, and in particular: (i) expanding 
the coverage of transport networks; (ii) improving safety and environmental standards; (iii) 
loosening the various physical and regulatory barriers; (iv) harmonizing development policies, 
reforms and programmes; and (v) ensuring good governance in the implementation of transport 
policies. 
 
Implementation of policy: financing-related aspects 
 
9. The deliberations highlighted the specificity of transport infrastructure in terms of the 
laissez-faire factors at play, which in most cases are technically complex; the relatively long 
maturity time-frame which often brought about a high level of financial risk; and the intermodal 
diversity which necessitated some degree of synchronization in time and space. In the face of, 
firstly, the imperatives of opening up to globalization, and, secondly, the ever-rising needs, it was 
realized that public financial resources were less and less adequate to support such a process. 
Accordingly, it becomes increasingly imperative to bring in the private sector and international 
finance, and hence the new financing initiatives based on public-private partnerships and 
concession regimes. Other, more innovative, approaches could be applied to the financing of 
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large-scale infrastructure projects, such as project financing, “build-operate transfer (BOT)”, and 
“design-build-operate”. 
 
10. At the end of the deliberations, the participants came up with the following 
recommendations: 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. Promotion of transport infrastructure efficiency within the context of national policies 
for: 

 
• Upscaling sector technical performance in order to build infrastructure under 

optimum conditions; 
 
• Decentralizing the physical planning for transport infrastructure in order to 

enhance participation by national authorities, municipalities, elected officials 
and civil society; 

 
• Creating enabling conditions for the involvement of the private sector in the 

development of transport infrastructure; and  
 

• Human capacity building and development. 
 
 

2. Strengthening regional cooperation and integration through: 
 

• The development and interconnection of transport infrastructure in the border 
areas of North African countries with particular regard to road and rail transport 
networks; 

 
• The opening-up of neighbouring regions, sub-Saharan Africa, the 

Mediterranean, and the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA) countries and the promotion of international and regional initiatives 
likely to strengthen regional integration, particularly among regional 
organizations and institutions operating in this sector; and  

 
• The adoption of effective policies and programmes for linking up and 

integrating the countries of the region. 
 

3. Highlighting the State’s fundamental role in developing transport infrastructure and in 
promoting financial and banking system reforms with a view to improving the 
mobilization of the resources needed to finance the sector. 
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4. Preparation of a feasibility study on the establishment of maritime links among the 
countries of North Africa with a view to: 

 
• Optimizing the cost and time involved in transporting goods and persons within 

the region; and 
 
• Promoting and stimulating trade among the countries of North Africa. 
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WORK PROGRAMME 
 

Wednesday 27 June 2007 
 
Morning 
 
09:00h – 10:30h Transport Policies and Regional Integration: National Perspectives 
 
10:30h - 10:45h Coffee break 
 
10:45h – 13:00h The Regional Dimension: Opportunities and Challenges 

 
-   Transport policies and regional integration – Mr. Mbarek Belmerhnia, 

Consultant, ECA/SRO – NA  
 
13:00h – 14:30h Lunch 
 
Afternoon 
 
14:30h – 16:00h Implementation of Policies: Financing 
 
   -    Mr Mbarek Belmerhnia, Consultant, ECA/SRO-NA 
 
16:00h – 16:15h Coffee Break 
 
16:15h – 18:15h Conclusions and recommendations 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
ALGERIA 

 
1. Ms. Saida Boutafenouchet 

• Head, Office of Programmes 
Ministry of Transport 
1, Chemin Ibn Badis El Moiz – El Biar 
Alger (Algérie) 
Tél : + 213 74 05 94 00 – 213 21 79 23 17 – Fax : 213 21 79 25 46 / 92 98 94 
E-mail : bsaida01@yahoo.fr 
   

EGYPT 
 

2. Mr. Samir Khamis 
General Manager of Planning Department 
Maritime Transport Sector, Ministry of Transport 
4, Potlomy Street 
Alexandria, Egypt 
Tel: + 203 48 42 821 / Mob. + 20 1 21 829 367 - Fax:+ 203 48 42 041 
E-mail: Mr_samir93@yahoo.com 

 
LIBYA 

 
3. Dr Ali M. R. Elmagouri, 

 Director of Foreign Investment Affairs 
 General People’s Committee for Economic Trade and Investment, Libya   

 
4. Mr. Nasr El Din Abu Tayeb Al Gamudi 

Chief of Study Department 
Rail Executive Board, Engineering Department 

 Tripoli, Libya  
Tel: + 218 21 48 01 165 - Fax: 218 21 48 01 164 
E-mail: nasrelghamudi@yahoo.uk.com 

 
5. Mr.Bachir D. Khakhni  

Advisor Maritime Transport 
People’s General Secretariat for Transport 
Tripoli, Libya 
Tel: + 218 91 371 15 92  
E-mail: bashosman43@yahoo. com 

 
6. Mr. Ibrahim M. Marrah 

The Great Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
     Brotherhood Bureau 
Rue Imam Malik - Route des Zaers, km 5.5 - Souissi 
Rabat (Maroc) 
Tél. 212 37 63 18 71 / 72 / 73 - Fax : 037 63 18 77 
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Libyan.marrah@yahoo.com 
 
MOROCCO 
 

7. Mr. Abani Naïma 
Head of the Department of Water and Sanitation, 
Directorate of Planning, High Commission for Planning 
Rabat (Morocco) 
Tél : + 212 37 76 42 25 
E-mail : naoumaba@yahoo.fr 

 
8. Mr. Abdeli Mostapha 

Head of the Department of Infrastructure and Overland Transport Operations, 
Directorate of Planning, High Commission for Planning 

 Rabat (Morocco) 
 Tél : + 212 37 76 42 25 / + 212 65 06 30 94  
 E-mail : abdeli@dp.hcp.ma – abdeli2@yahoo.fr 
 
9. Mr. Abdelaziz Bel Bachir 

Head of the Research Department, 
National Railways Administration (ONCF) 
8 bis, rue Abderrahmane El Ghafiki – Agdal 
Rabat (Morocco) 
Té : + 212 37 77 45 52 – Fax : 212 37 77 00 02 
E-mail : belbachir.abdelaziz@oncf.ma 
 

10. Mr. Nasr-Eddine Belghazi 
Chargé de Mission, Office chérifien des phosphates (OCP) 
2, rue El Abtal, Hay Erraha 
Casablanca (Morocco) 
Tél : + 212 22 23 05 99 - Fax : 212   
E-mail : n.belghazi@ocpgroup.ma 

 
11. Ms. Samira Hameda Benchekroun 

Head of Department, High Commission for Planning 
Rabat (Morocco) 
Tél : + 212 63 07 40 14 – Fax/   
E-mail : bsamira2@yahoo.fr 

 
12. Mr. Tarik Iziraren 

Head of the Department of Regional Cooperation of the United Nations System, 
Directorate of Multilateral Cooperation, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
Rabat (Morocco) 
Tél : + 212 37 66 00 58 – Fax : 212 37 76 55 08 
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MAURITANIA 
 

13. Mr. Cheikh Ould Sid’Ahmed 
Advisor to the Minister of Transport, 
Ministry of Transport 
Nouakchott (Mauritani) 
Tél : + 222 529 19 61 / 222 663 21 36 - Fax : 222 529 09 60 
E-mail : sid’ahmed_cheikh@yahoo.fr 

 
SUDAN 
 

14. Mr. Mohamed Eisa Ahmed 
Financial Inspector, Ministry of Finance and National Economy 
Khartoum, Sudan 
Tel: + 249 183 77 20 25 / Mob. 249 9 12 30 11 85 – Fax : 249 183 79 89 07 
E-mail : moh-eisa66@yahoo.com 

 
TUNISIA 
 

15. Mr. Noureddine Nâanâa 
Secretary-General, Tunisian National Council of Shippers, 
17, rue Abderrahman Jaziri 
Tunis (Tunisia) 
Tel : + 216 71 28 27 71 – Cell : + 216 98 32 48 86 – Fax : 216 71  
E-mail : sg@cnc.org.tn 

 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS  
 

16. Mr. Mouzou Kanga 
Embassy of Côte d’Ivoire 
7, Avenue Ouled Said - Souissi 
Rabat (Morocco) 
Tél : + 212 037 65 57 70 / 93 - Fax : 212 37 65 56 37 

 
UNIVERSITIES 
 
UNIVERSITY OF ORAN  
 

17. Mr. Hocine Trari-Medjaoui  
Professor, Dept. Of Economics, University of Oran 
27, rue Zahaf Djilali 
Oran (Algeria) 
Tél: + 213 69 34 88 14 / Dom : 213 41 46 62 61 / Mob: 213 69 34 88 14  
Fax : 213 41 45 26 38  

    Email: h_trari@yahoo.fr 
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INSTITUT DES ETUDES AFRICAINES 
 

18. Mr. Mustapha Machrafi  
Professor 
Av. Allal El Fassi, Madinat El Irfane - Agdal 
Rabat (Morocco) 
Tél. : + 212 37 77 12 72 / 74 – Mobile : 212 60 72 96 00  
Fax : + 212 37 77 84 25  
E-mail : machrafiea@yahoo.fr 

 
INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS  
 

19. Mr. Smail Khennas 
Senior Energy Consultant, Practical Action Consulting  
The Schumacher Centre for Technology and Development  
 Bourton on Dunsmore, Rugby, CV239Q 
United Kingdom 
Tel: + 44 19 26 63 44 81 / 44 19 26 63 44 03 – Fax: + 44 19 26 63 44 06 
 E-mail : smail.khennas@practicalaction.org.uk – smail_khennas@yahoo.fr 

 
UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 
 
ESCWA 
 

20. Ms. Keiko K. Chatnilbandh 
Senior Programme Officer 
Programme Planning and Technical Cooperation Division (PPTCD) 
United Nations ESCWA 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel: + 961 1 978 811 - Fax : + 961 1 981 510 / 511 
E-mail: chatnilbandh@un.org 

 
FAO  
 

21. Mr. Mustapha Sinaceur 
FAO Subregiona Representative 
FAO Subregional Office for North Africa 
Tunis (Tunisia) 
Tél : 216 71 84 75 53 - Fax : 216 71 84 50 10  
E-mail : Mustapha.Sinaceur@fao.org - FAO-SNEA@fao.org 
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PRIVATE SECTOR 
 
TUNIS AIR 
 

22. Ms. Amal Bourguiba 
Director, Tunis Air Morocco Office 
Centre Allal Ben Abdallah , 7ème étage 

  20000, Casablanca. (Maroc) 
  Tél: + 212 22 20 14 15 / 88 / GSM: 212 61 15 66 08 - Fax : 212 22 20 60 12 

 
ECA SECRETARIAT ADDIS ABABA 
 

23. Mr. Demba Diarra  
Programme Management Officer 
Tel : + 251 11 544 37 38 - + 251 11 551 44 16 – E-mail : ddiarra@uneca.org 

 
ECA – SUBREGIONAL OFFICE FOR NORTH AFRICA 
 
22, rue Jabal Ayachi – Agdal - B.P. 827 Rabat Méchouar 
Tél : + 212 37 67 45 95 / 212 37 67 50 12 -  Fax : 212 37 67 52 82  
Email : srdc-na@uneca.org – Site web : www.uneca-na.org 

 
24. Mr. Abdelillah Ouaqouaq, Principal economist 

E-mail: ouaqouaq@uneca.org 
 

25. Ms. Aissatou Gueye, Economist 
E-mail agueye@uneca.org 

 
CONSULTANT 
 

26. Mr. Mbarek Belmerhnia 
 Independent consultant 
60, rue, Secteur 19H8 - Hay Ryad 
Rabat (Maroc) 
Tél : + 212 68 18 69 13 – E-mail : belmerhnia_mb11@yahoo.fr 

 
TRAINEES 
 

27. Mr. Abderrahman El Kamar 
28. Mr. Hachem Ben Hachem 
 

 
 


