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Introduction

Like most of the large African urban centres which have been the theatre of
a more or less rapid expansion during the last two decades, Tananarive has seen
its population increase;/ and its boundaries recede, The dynamics of its exten-
sion were not uniform in all the districts; in the Isotry districtg/ it assumed
an aspect which merits special attention. There an urban society evolved which,
it i=s at once apparent, is different from the rest of the capital.

The original feature cof Tananarive is that it used to be the capltal of
the ™merina® monarchy which was organized in a city centred on the "Rova, forti-
fied residence of the Sovereign." Arcund thig centre were grouﬁed,in very
épecific locations, each of the castés naking up the old "merina" society.
The subsequent development of Tananarive occurred within this existing urban
structure which had becoﬁe transformed and disrupted,

But within the town precincts, thers is a district on the western outskirts,
i,e. encrcaching on the rice-field that lies at the foot of the hills on which
the oldest districts of the city are perched, which is to be distinguished from
the others: it only camc into real existence at the beginning of the century, or
in other words, since the beginning of the coleonial eraghits extension is amoﬁg
the congequenceg of the new gituaticon crocated by the conguest.
Y a population of 126,662 in 1939

a population of 171,052 in 1948
s population of 247,917 in 1960,

.2/-3 population of 20,205 in 1948
& population of 30,492 in 1960,
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We will endeavour first to reconstruct the origin of Isotry, secondly to
analyze its present internal sociolegical structure, and lastly we will draw
some conclusions from that picturs about the relations between Isotry and the

rest of the town.

Origin of the Isctry district

The historical process of the founding of the district can be swmed up
in two periods:
1. The pericd around the year 1895 which saw the end of the "merina" monarchy
and then the break-up of Tananarive soclety, and led to the introduc-
of western culture and administration,
2. An immigration movement, at first of city origin, i.e. originating
from the upper town, followed later by an influx of rursl dwellers
coming from the countryside surrounding Tanenarive,
In order tc follow the qhanges in the old Tananarive society, we will recall
briefly what the ™merina" society was. Among the "Merina® there were three
castes: the nobles or "Andriana," grouped arcund the Sovereign, the commen
people or "Hova" who were the most numerous, and the slave population or "Andevo."
Each of these castes fulfilled a definite function in relation to the
Soverelgn and occupied a specific position marked essentially by the fact of
living at a certain place inside the city. Thus Isotry had had as its first
inhabitants, on the one hand, the representatives of the lower class clan of the
"Tgimiamboholahy! who cultivated the rice-fields that had been allocated to them

there, and on the other hand, a population of royal slaves who engaged in various
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services for the soversign; tending'the flocls, cultivating the riccmfiolds,'ahc.
and later on, working 24 the royel sunpowdor fzctory.

After 1995, this organirzation lost all significance; it no longer had any
raison &'8tre., Tt collapsod, bringing with it the breal-up of the systen

esteblished by tradition. The elenonts making up Tancnarive soclcoty broke apart

and subscquently underwent regrouping at the family level. At that time there
was an increase in the ranks of thosc already at Isotry: common people and formesr
royal slaves. Soon z2ficrwards, some representatives of the nobls casfe cane to
join themn,

An imnmigration movement to Isotry occurrad in the following years, and it
is still continuing with its double intake from town and country: firstly there
are urbsn imnigrants who have come down from the higher districts or have becn
foreed out of the central discricts of the town: they are, in fact, impelled by
reduccd ocononic circumstences, inability to confront at the same tine the now
administrative and financial necessitics of civiec znd professionsl lifc and the
narrow social obligations that persist both among the groat fanilics and among
the lower-class families involving mere or less onercus money contributions;
secondly, there are rural immigrents attrected to the town, not so much ‘o
escaps the constreoints of the new labour standsrds, as was the case bofore 1939,
or to enjoy the advanteres of urban life, as to seck and acculre the moncy tokens
that have become essential (particularly for the payment of £axes ).

Tn short, Isotry has become a zonc of refuge for the most vulnerable victins

of the new state of affairs, the world of colonization. The inhabitante hove
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ni1t up there a mmman environuent which hes superinposed new factors of

A3 fPepentiation on the foundations of tie former social structure.

enbiation at Isofry

sarver vould seck in vain, at first sight, the indications of
a new sogial etratification among the people living ot Isotry. The population

ceste united and sguiitarian, and there is no outward sign to disclose distine-

tions of a sociological natuee,

However, it rust not be thought that the former caste divigions have
ertirely lost all significance. For they still exist, though only assuming full
importance in tae forbidding of marriages beuwesol ntitogis of the three castes.
The horizontal sﬁraﬁif10¢u1uh which it used fto be has changed into a vertical
cleavage betwcen threc sroups which social levelling has now placed on the sanmc
slane, Furthernmorc, the basic scclal unit has become the famlly, or more preciscly.
the heusenold  Eut the serticnl division docs not involve economic differentle-

tioni. The Tatter rost eseoabislly on two factors: one being the status of

occupation of a dellins og owner, tenent or lodger, and the other, whether the

pereon concerned ls yoga-carning or non-yage-esrning,

Present proportions of the custes at Isotry:
"Andrianat ..., 13.7 per coent
fHova! e 47.6 par cent

"Andavo©  L.i... 28,7 per cent
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At Isotry, the overriding importarce of finding shelter 1s leading to the
grading of families as:
those who, through cconomizing and herd work, have ended by owning their

dwelling. Thus, they enjoy the perogatives of house-owners, whether the

house is large or small. The house-owners represent 31,7 per eent of all
the families;

those who arc *enants, genecrally renting one or two rooms cither during the
period when they are preparing to become owners, or beeause thelr inadequate
resources just cnable then to pay rent for an indefinite period. Tenant
fanilies represent a proportion of 48,9 per cent,

- Lastly, those who,by virtuc of being close or distant relatives or of being
needy strangers who arc granted hospitality because of simple concern for
human solidarity are occupying z dwelling granted to them free of charge.

We shall call both of these lodgers. They form a proportion of 19.8 per
cent of all the families,
As to the money rescurces for the subsistence of the households, they. are

rmainly derived from the work of the wage-carncrs (56,8 per cent of the total

number of workers) and the non-wage-earners or workers on own account {41.2

per cent), Retirement pensions only oceur in 2 per cent of households, Among
the wage-sarners, the spread of the salary strata and the percentages of wage-

earners per stratum is as follows:
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tver 12,000 CFA francs 11.9 per cent

We should stress here the slender money resources posscssed by most of the
families, Hence, sociologiecally, we note at Isotry the survival of a past which
has collapsed, a survival revealed in the existence of the prohibition of.marriage
between castes. The new soclological structure is being ruilt up again around
economic factors, the most obvious of which are the status of occupation of a
dwelling and the amount of income, These factors originated‘in the eystem of
colonization, However, although & differentiation among the inhabitants of
Isotry becomes apparent when the sociological structure is analyzed, it is nelther

perccived nor lived by the population itself.

Opposition between factors of differentiation

and homogeneity in the Isotry district

Psychologically the people of Isotry are, in fact, reluctant to establish
differences and categories among themselves. They attach little importance to
them and do not want them discussed for, since the population originated in a
historieal urheaval and has undergone a social levelling, it has created from

scratch, and by tacit agreement, 2 now style of life which abolishes concern

:—L'/ 50 Ca francs = 1 New Franc
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with keeping'up social rank and gradations in ways of living., Not only do tho
residents repudiste any kind of differentiation among themselves, but they fight
‘against any factor which might establish any, as otherwise the difficulities and
the socio-economic distinctions existing.in the other districts of the capital
wonld also be rife in thelr distrigt.

Consequently, the inhabitants of Isotry see themgelves in thelr own eyes as:

.1. Equal to each other with regard to all aspects of their way of life
and to social obligations, which they endeavour to simplify to the
maximum extent;

2. in a special position in relation to the rest of the inhabitants of
Tananarive, with respect to .whon they assert themselves by opposing the
latter,

As to the equality prevailing among them, the inhabitants of Isotry show
this by restricting thelr nceds so as to obtain what is strictly necessary with
nmodest means: the clothes, the food, and the objects of general consumption of
a1l of them are similer, The way they live gives the impression that there is
no "outward sign of wealth" to betray any special feature emong any of then,
Social obligations, consisting among other things of giving a sum of money to
thoge concerned in the various family events, are furthermore greatly reduced,
and this applies to all families.

This epalitarian attitude is again reflected in the behaviour of the

inhabitants to each other:
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They show soliddrity in the face of all trials, cven when there is no tie
of blood or friendship to warrant it;
they tend to settle any disputes which night divide them inside the district
thﬁs ensuring that these matters remain among themselves;
they withdraw themselves into a life ingide the district, This life is
evidencea by the existence of a number of small businesses and a small
handicrafﬁ industry which provides a parge proportion of the internal
consumption of the district.
The inhabitants of Isotry are anxious to assert thelr original character as
against the other inhabitants of Tananarive.
In telling us of his boldest aspiration, a man of the district said that 1t
wag to own & house "on the outskirts of the town," at "Faravohita," which 1is
none other than one of the districts of the upper town. For him, Isotry was
the town, and ite outskirts, Tananarive,
This way of talking is related to the feeling the inhabitants of Isotry
have fﬁr what is outside the district. The people profess an undisguised contempt
for enything, whether ideas ur persons or cvents that are alien to the district
because of either being located outside it or else being introduced into it
from outside. This contempt applies indiscriminately to everything that 1s not
Isotry.
TOgethér with its contemp®, the population is unanimously against everything
Mthat is not good for Isotry." It removes and combats anything that might
challenge ite simplified way of living and does not conform to the style of the

digtrict,
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c?pital° Nevertheless, it tgnds towards autonony as regerds consumption,

which enables 1t to survive.

- The special festure of Isotry ig that this situstion is being lived not
individually, but collectively, throushout = whole district, while in the
rest of the capital this situation 1s scatiered over Tananarive.

Hence, at Isotry it is e whele digtrict which is likely to react
collectively to future contingencies. For the moment, Isotry is a district
of the pecple with o beginning of awarencss of its position. If it were to
become "proletarianized," its demonstfations of revolt would take on a
collective forn,

- At present, Isotry is tending to sssert itself as against the rest of the
town.

Isctry, whose way of living has been crested from scratch by its inhabi-
tants, is continuing its self-creatlon, Hence the spirit of Isotry 1ls glving
birth to a new nentality which is opposed to that of the other people of
Tenanarive,

T+ is essential to prevent Tananarivc, on the one hand, and Isotry, on the
other, from becoming two opposing poles alicn to each other since that situation
would be liable to produce conflict., There is an urgent need to reintegrate
Isotry intoc the life of the capltal. 4 propitious opportunity is offered at a
time when the re-planning of the Isofry district in particular ond the town of
Tananarive as a whole is being contemplated. This re-planning ought to be
accompanied by a dynamic development policy for the whole of the capital, the

offect of which would be to attach Isotry in reality to Tananarive,





