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NOTE ON THE REGIONAL PROGRAMUE FOR AERICA
1582-1986

Introduction

1. The UNDP second programme cycle will terminatc at the end of 1981. The
Regional Programme for Africa for the years 1977-1981 was approved by the UNDP
Governing Council after thorough and extensive consultations not only with
Governments of the region, through thce UNDP Resident Representatives‘in Africa,
but also with specialized agencies and other orpgans of the United Nations system
as well as regional and subregional intergovernmental ormanizations of the
Africa region, notably the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and the African
Development Bank (ADB). In all, 40 interpovernmental organizations ih addition
to the Governments of the region and specialized agencies of the United Nations
system were invited to submit their proposals to UNDP for the scecond regional
Prograrme,

2 t its 34th scssion, the General Assembly adonmted a resolution 34/206
entitled "Implementation of section IV of the Annex to the CGeneral Assenbly
resolution 32/197 on the restructuring of the cconcmic and sccial seetors of

the United Nations system". This rcsolution requests the UNDP Administrator to
"preparc, in cooperation with the executive secretaries of regional comnissions,
proposals for enhancing the collective involvement of the countries in each

repgion in the identification and the initiation of regional projects and acti--
vities as well as in the determination of priorities for inter—country prograrmes'.
In the spirit of this resolution, this Note is being submitted to the BCA
Confercnce of lfinisters in order to seck the collective views of African Govern—
nents on the preparation of the Regional Prograrme for 1982~1986, especially:
on the strategy to be adopted and priority actions to be forescen in this” o
Prograrmmc. : ' o
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II, Prcparation of the 1982~1985 Resional Propramme Documcnt

3 The preliminary views of UNDP on both the stratesy and on priority activities
to be taken into consideration during the 1982-1986 prograrming cycle were presented
to the UNDP Repgional Meeting of Resident Representatives in Africa, held in

Mbabane (Swhzlland) fron 7 to 17 January 1980 and attended by representatives

fron organizations of the United Nations systea as well as by the OAU Secretary-
General and the BHCA Exccutive Secretary. A conscnsus was reached during this
neeting on thesc preliminary views as well as on a work-plan for the preparation

of the Regional Prograrme. ‘

b This Work—plan, tined to take account of the dates of the forthconing BECA
Conference of Ministers and the UNDP Governing Council mecting, must pernit
appropriate consultations and elaboration of the final Regional Programme
docunent in time for submission to the UNDP Governln" Council in Junc 1951,

The work-plan is presented as follows s

February 1980 ~ Receipt at UNDP Headquarters from the United
Nations Specialized Apencies of any particular -
views on priority activities as proposed at

- the Mbabane neeting;

April 1930 . ~ Submission of this Note to the HCA Conference
o _ _ of Minigters in order to seeck the collective
views of African Ministers;

After April 1930 - Consultations with African Governments, orga-
: nizations of the United Nations system as well
as with interpgovernmental orpanizations in Afrlca,

- Preparation of the draft regional prosramme
document

Aprdl 19061 A - Presentation of the draft Regiohal.Programme to;f_
the ECA Conference of Ministers for comments;

~ June 1. : - - Submission of the draft Regional Programe’ to
: the UNDP Governing Council for approval.

5e Thus, after hav1ng obtained the vicws of the current ECA Conference of
Ministers and after having consulted the individual- African Governnents of the
region, African intergovernmental organizations and organizations of the United
Nations system, UNDP will prepare a draft document for the Renlonal Dropramme
1932-1906,4 This draft document will be submitted at thefgjthruentVBCA Conference
of Minkters in 1981 for comments, before being finalized and subnitted for
approval to the UNDP Governing Ccuncil at its June 1901 session or at such other
session as the Governing Council nay deem appropriatc.
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I1Y, Strate v _and priority activities of the Remional Promrarme
O. Since 1975-1976 when the second regional prosrarme was preﬁared, important

recormepdations have been adopted at a series of inter-African and -intcornational
neetings on developnient problens in Africa. Among these neetings, one eould nention
the Conference of Buenos Aires on Technical Co—operation anons Developing Countries,
the Cotiférence of Mar dcl Plata on Yater Resources Developnent, the YWorld Confe-
rence on fgrarian Reforn and Rural Development, the Vienna Conference on Science
and Teehnology for Development, the Monrovia Symposium on the Future Development
Prospects of Africa towards the Year 2000 (the report of which was adopted br the
OAU Heads of State in July 1979), the ECA Confercnce of Ministers held in Rabat

in 1979 and the Conference of African Ministers of Planning and Transport and
Comunications =-n the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa,

7+ A ccrtain number of development constraints in Africa were clearly iden—

tified -n the cccasion or in the course of these meetings, in particular thosc

sponsored by tho OAY an” the ICA. Conscruently, in orar to roshon o the African
Governnents' desires, there is no doubt that all international assistance, particularly
that the UNDP Regional Programme, should be oriented and forrmulated so as to

contribute “to the solution of development problems related to these constraints. .

O The stretegy to be adopted for the Repional Programe nust take i@foippﬁduﬁt=
(a) the proposed stratesy for the third develonment decade of the United
Nations; SRR C :

_(b) the decisions already talken in the framework of the OAU summit neetingss

(c)‘recommendatians-adopted'at'the'aforeﬂmedtioned international and ©
regional conferences. - o SR

dithout poing into details, we can note that the key clements of this strategy
point out the necessity of pgreater national and collective autonomy of African |
States, the development of self-sufficicney in food production, the introduction
of innovations in the development process, a preater comand of tools required
to accelerate development (for example, promotion of seience and technology for

ﬂeﬁelopmént'as‘wéll'és,imblementgtiQn of tephnibal_cg—opéfatioh anons developing
countries, cte.), the build-up of infrastructure, particularly in transport and
cormunications, without which the developnent efforts risk beins fruitless.

S Most of the priority activities resulting from this rlobal stratesy, received
due attention from UNDP and influenced its programac of assistance in the rerion
during the 1977-1961 period. For the 1932-1956 regional prosrarme, UNDP's objcc—
tives should be to put particular emphasis on thosc priority activities which

may not have received the attention that they deserve.

10.  The priority activities to be comsidered during the 1952-1665 programming
ceyele have been identified by UNDP as follows ¢

(a) subregional and regional eco—operation including assistance to African
intergoverrmental organizations, river and lake basin development
schemes in the region and promotion of technical co~operation among
African countries;
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" pesourcds to the clfferent act1v1t1es out11ned above. Such allocatlons u111

' resources.*
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(1) promotion of food seif—sufflciencyj throhnh tho 1nnlenent1%1on oﬁ the
Vchlonal Food Plan for. AIrlca, '

’

;(c) 1n01enentat10n of the “ronranne of the Unlted Natlons Dec ade ‘for WL.’ ' ‘
‘ =Transport and Corrmnications -in Afr1ca, ' “

'_(d) progrunne for gesertlxlcatlon control and protectlon of the African
' VenV1ronnént' '

-(e) promnotion of science and technOIOﬂy for devclonnent'

(f)'development of human resources through amproprlate progrannes in _
o vocatlonal tralnlnn,'cnploynent Dronotlon and major disease eontrol,

(g) éevelopnent planning and managenent;

7”(h) special development programmes for the least devoloped countries, landr
C ﬂlocxed countrles and island countrles. ~ RS

11, It is not possible at this starre to allocate specific percent'vren of .. _

depend on the extent to whlch ongoing activities will have to continue. The -
nunber 6f new projeets that we ean accomuodate will also depend on the 1npor—
tance of continuing prOJects as well as on the 51ze of available plobal

a

IV, Conclusion

12. © The views of the current HCA Conference of Ministers on UNDP's preliminary

intentions as presented above will -be of paramount 1moortance for the elaboratlon
of the draft repgicnal prograrme for 1982—1906

13« ' Wh;le 1t is prenature at thls Juncturc to give a nrec1se indication o; the
finandial pesourccs which w111 be allcoeated to the Repional Programme for Afrlca .
durlnv this period,! it should be noted that the expenditures of the onﬂ01nw..- :
Reglonal Programme will exceed alloted resources. Thus, the 1962-1986 programme
nust be sclective and must concentratc on central issues. A prelininary indica-
tion by thls Conference of Ministers on prlorltles to be given. the’ dlfferent

propoued act1v1t1es will be nost useful in this regards
.



