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1, The Mebtlné of Zxperts on bou"1a5 }roblamq in Afrlc CDuVunyd by the
Leonomic COmmlSSlUﬂ for ifrica, Jlil find it uaefuL for ite deliberations
and recoumuendaticns, to be lLIurlEd of dbvblo}mUnt in regard to United
Nations policy and organizetion generally, in the fisld of housing,
building and physiczl ylanning, This chort note exXyleins the functions
and jolicies of the Cowmittes on Housing, Buildin and Flanning
established by the Econcuic and Socinl Council to gilve stron er and more
specialized leadership 2t the United Nutiong level 1n nousin_, buildin,

and physical planning.

2., The Coumittee consisis of twenty-one wembers and the ful .owin,
countries have been elected zs weuwbers for the number of years mentioned
in parenthesis after each nzame:

Argentina o (2) Iran e (3)

Canada . . - . - (1) Israel (3)
Chile - = (1) . Italy (2)
Colombia = (3) . Japan (3)
Costa Rica (1) hedagascar (3)
JDenuwark _ (1) liigeria (3)
V?rance .‘ (2) Ruﬁania (2)
Greece (2) Tan anyika (2)
. Hungary (1) USSR : (1)
Indonesia . (1) tnited Arab ‘epublic (2)

United States of auerica (3)

3.5 The terms of reference of the Committee include responsibilitiés
for: | ) | )
(a) Exauinafion of reports cdncerning technical zssistance activibios
in the field of houulng, relatea vummunlty facllltles and |

physical planulng,

i/ The Comuittee was estzblished by the Zeonowic znd Socinl Council
at its 34th session in 1962 by resolution 030,
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(b) reccmmendations to the Teonomic and Social Council for appropriate
co-ordination of these programies aucng the various United Nations
bodies, including the regional economic commissions, and with

other international agencles;

(¢) recommendations to Govern.ents, through whe Council, on appropriate
pricerities and progranue emihasis in the field of housing and

related community facilities ahd'physical planning;

(a) promotlon of research and of. tne exchanee and dlssemlnatlon of
experience and information 1n these flelds, Wwitl espec;al reference

to the needs of under—developed countrles-

(e) developmeny of p;okurale for cunsiderztion by aiproprlate United
Nations bodies and ouhers, on such matter* as flnanclng of home
construction and ownershlp, prov1eﬂon of land for homes and
community facilitiés.at reascnable cost, deelgns eultable for
low-cost housing in different clxmates and cultures, improved
puilding waterials and their better use, and ways of promotlné
accerptance and edthlon of eLfICleﬂt oreanizational and ‘buiiding

techniques;

‘(f) development of means and methods for the increased utilization

of the regional cconomic conmissions in this field.

4. It will be noted that one of the re3pon51b111t1es of the Comuwittee
is the development of means and methods ‘#fur the increased utilization
of theé regional economic commissions", ‘ThHe Hoonomic and Social Council
elso, in paragraph ) of its resolution est: bllsnlnD the Committee,
invited ‘the regional sconomic commissions to stringthen their activities
n this field and to collaborate fully in the work cf the Committee on
Housing, Buildin_ and -Planning. The Council -also decided that the
Committee should send ‘its repoTt, inter ‘alia %o the regional economin
commissions in order that the Economic and:Social Council may consider
the.COmmittee’s report tosether with the comments thereon, of ‘these

bodies.
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5. The flrst session of the Committec’ will b. held at United Kations
eadquarters from 21 January to 1 February 1563. .ccerding to the

Frovisiocnal Aﬁenda for the First Session, the Committee will conmider

reports on the following items:

(a) Housing and Urban Development in the United Natious

Development Decade

A reLort will be submitted for the consideration of the Commitiee,

cutlining tne place of housing, bu:ldin; and physical planning in the
presentldecade, which has been designated "The United hations Develop~
ment Decade" whch was initiated by General assembly rezclution
17ic(xvi).

(b) Co ordination and Crganization of Existing and Incres sed

Internatlonal Assistance to Housing, Buildin,_ and Slenning

The Committee will coniider a repdri on measurss necessaly for better
co-ordlnatlon and crganization of jirternational activity in hou Sing,y
building and planning. Special attention is given %o the role oi the
regicnal economic comwissions in co—ordination and in uti:zizaticn of

increased international assistance,

(c) The Promoticn of Research and of the Szchange and

Dissemination of Experience and Iniormation

The Committee will consider & report on the or sni.aticrnal and
procedural meazsures whick might ve taken, both to promote ressarch
and to ensure effective exchange and dissemination of informaticn,

knowledge and experience.

(d) Plenning and Twplewentztion of Pilot Irujects dn

Housing, Building znd Planning

The Cowwittee will conasider a report emphasizing tie cunnribution
practical pilot or demonsiratio:n projects cen wake towords the
solution of housing, building and physical planning problems in
developing countries, The report also contains proposals relcting

to specific projects in African countries including Ftiic,ia, Gulnea.

Kenya, Nigeria, Scmalia, 3udan, Togo and the United Arab Hepublic.
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(e} Material and Financial aAssistance towards Tiome Construction

and Comimupity Improvement within Development Flanning

The Committee will consider & report on the need" and po)31b111tle

of increasing substentially, 1uternatlunal financizl and material
sssistance for investment in hous ing dnd reluted community facilitids
and in building and building materlals industries in developing

countries.

(f) Training and Educational Facilities in‘Hdusiggg"

Building and Flanning.

~“he Committee will concider & report rev;eWLng existing facilities
and examnining ths maipn issues which arise in relation to the exransion
and improvement of training and educational facilities in housging,

buildina and plannlng in dBVGlOLlnb countries.

6., The Committee, haVlng 00n31der@d the reports submitted to it under
the foregoing agenda itels, w1ll establlsh a worhln» PO raune. This
‘WoT. pro _remme will take intoc account the work being undertzken &nd
‘tlanned, or work which could be undertaken by the reél)nai eaonoic
comnissions in’ this field. Since the Commlttee on Housing, Yuilding and
Flanning will aeet shortly after iae Meetlng of ”xperts on Housing
Proklems in africa, it is hoped that 1t w111 bu peenible to inforn the
Cowwittee of the concluglon% and recommvndutlons copcerning housing
requirements and related PTObleuo i frica, In tuin way the MEL1lnb B
views on there requlrements and problems, and the specific contricutions
which it is considered the Loonomlc Commission for africa could make 1n
this field could be broudht to the nctice of the Coummittse on Housing,

Building and Planuing.





