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1. The Meeting of Experts on Housing Problems in Africa convened by the

Economic Commission for Africa, ^iil find it useful for its? deliberations

and recommendations, to be informed of developments in regard to United

Nations policy and organization generally, in the field of housing,

building and physical planning. This short n^to ex±laine the functions

and lolicies of the Committee on Housing, Buiidin _ and Planning

established by the Economic and Social Council to give stron ,er and more

specialised leadership at the United I^ti^ns level in housin^, buiidin.,

and physical planning. ■=/

2. The Committee consists of twenty-one members and the fol_owin0

countries have been elected as members for the number of years mentioned

in parenthesis after each name:.

Argentina.. . (2) Iran ^ (3)

Canada ■■■■■■ ■ (1) Israel (3)

Chile (1) Italy (2)
Colombia ■ (3) Japan (3)

Costa Hica (1) Madagascar (3)

Denmark (1) Nigeria (3)

?rance . (2) Humania (2)

. Greece (2) Tanganyika (2)
Hungary (1) USSR (1) .

Indonesia (1) Lnited Arab _epublic (2)

Uaited States of America (3)

3. The terms of reference of the Committee include responsibilities
for:

(a) Examination of reports concerning technical assistance activities

in the field of housing, related community facilities and

physical planning; ' '

1/ The Committee-was established by the Economic ...nd Social

at its 34th session in 1962 by resolution
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(b) recommendations to the Economic and Social Council for appropriate

co-ordinaticn of these programmes a*ion& the various United Nations

bodies, including the regional economic, commissions, and with

other international agencies-, ■

(c) recommendations to Governments, through ,ne Council, on appropriate

priorities and programme emihasis in the field of hcusin& and

related community facilities and'physical planning;

(d) promotion of research and of the exchange and dissemination of

experience and information in these fields, with especial reference

to the needs of under-developed countries;

(e) development of pro^sals for oon,iuer,tion by appropriate United

nations bodies and others, on such matter, as financing of home

construction and ownership, provision of land for homes and

community facilities at reasonable cost, designs suitable for

low-cost housing in different climates and cultures, improved

building materials and their better use, and ways of promoting

acceptance and ado.tion of efficient organizational and building

techniques; ■ ; .

(f) development of means and methods for the increased utilization

of the regional economic commissions in this field.

4. It will be noted tnat one of the responsibilities of the Committee

is the development of means and methods "for the increased utilization

of the regional economic commissions". The Economic and Social Council

also, in paragraph j of its resolution establishing the Committee,

invited :the regional economic commissions to strengthen their activities

\ in this field and to collaborate fully in the work cf the Committee on

Housing, Buildin and-Planning, The Council also decided that tile

Committee should send its report, inter alia to the regional economic-,

commissions in order that the Economic and-.Social Council may consider

the Committee's report toother with the comments thereon, of'these-

bodies.



E/CN.14/H0UFA/10

Fare 3

5-, The first 'session'of the Committee-will b, held at United Nations

Headquarters from 21 January to 1 February 1$63. According to the-

Provisional Abenda for the First Session, the Committee will consider

reports on the following items:

(a) Housing and Urban Development in the United Nations

Development Decade

A report will be submitted for the consideration of the Ccrmnittee,

outlining the place of housing, buxldin^. and physical planning, in the

present'decade, which has been designated "The United Nations Develop

ment Decade" wHch was initiated by General Assembly resolution

171c(xvi).

(b) Co-ordination and Organization of Existing and Increased

International Assistance to Housing, Buildin, and irla-nnirig

The Committee will conbider a report on measures necessary for better

co-ordination and organization of international activity in housing

building and planning. Special attention is given to tne role of the

regional economic commissions in co-ordination and in utilization of

increased international assistance.

(c) The Fromotion of Research and of the Bxchanae and

Dissemination of Experience and Information

The Committee will consider a report on the organisational and

procedural measures which might be taken, "both to promote research

and to ensure effective exchange and dissemination of information,

knowledge and experience.

(d) Planning and Implementation of Pilot Projects in

Housing, Building and Planning

The Committee will consider a report emphasizing tne contribution

practical pilot or demonstration projects can laskts towards the

solution of housings building and physical planning problems in

developing countries. The report also contains proposals rel:.tm^

to specific projects in African countries including rti.i-Jiia, Guinea,

Kenya, Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan, Togo and the "united Arab .Republic.
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(e) Material and Fxnancia^sistance. towards Home Construction

and^oi«iil^^eJ^n-+^*^
The Co^iUee will consider a report on the needs and po.sxbxlxtxes-

of increasing substantially, iaternatxonal financial and material

assistance for investment xn housing and related community faoilitiee

and xn building and buildino materials industries in develoPxng

countries.

(f) Training and Educations] Facilities in Housing, ■

Bniiri-inp; and Planning

The Committee will coneider a report revxewing existing facilxtxes

and examining the main xssues whxch arxse in relation to the expansxon

and improvement of training and educational facilities in housxng,

building and planning in develoPin6 countries.

6. The Committee, having, considered the reports;- submitted to it under

the foregoing agenda items, will establish a worKin^ programme. ThxE:

wOr. pro ramme will take into account the work being undertaken and

■ planned,^or work whxch could be undertaken by the regional economxc

commissions in this field. 81*oe the Committee on Homing, Buildxn6 and

Planning will meet shortly after.the Hoeting of Experts on Housing

r^ems in Africa, xt is hoped that xt will be pebble to inform the

Co^ittee of the conclusions and recommendations concerning housxng ^

re4uirem,ntB and related probleds ' in .frica. In.t.ia.way the .eating

vxews on there retirements and problems, and the sPeoifio contrxoutxons

which it xs considered the Economic Commission for .frxca could Baxe xn

this field could be brought to the notice of the Committee on Housxng,

Building and Planning.




