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. The Conference of Ministers,

Recallinc General ‘Assanidly resolt “don 227123 of 29 Tanuary 1979 which
affirmed that the new i "lt\'..‘_,.lu\..;.u;iq; uwk,wy‘..;;‘; suraceyy snhould be designed to
promote the developmu it of the developing ::onntme within the framework of the
L onew international economic crder and csvacially through the promotlon and
7 support-of economic and tectimiical co-obaraticn dno g themselves, specify geals,

- .objectives and policy mamsures addvassed o both developed and developing

countries for acceleratsd develoy of the bo‘fe‘oplng countries, contribute

to the solution of "intermational economic devel u,)??”lc. and sapport such development
...on the basis of justice*arzc} macoal benefiz,

;oo Noting  that Africa’s partintipation in the formulation of strategies for
United Nations Develcopmerni Decades has aitnerto *een exi:remelv marginal,

ve of merser geatce of the continent of Africa
atirn of the juternational development strategy

- . G T P
LOTMEnL G Decade,

)

-+ . Conscious of the urgent dezi
to oontnbute fully to *"h. formid
f0r the Thlrf" United Nations Dewe

: . Desitous tha\. the next internaticnal devalopment strategy should facilitate
accelerated development on a gelf-sustain: vy fvzrl se’ f—*'ejn ant ba315 at the
national, subreqi nal and rem,a nal 1;\&.@:;

1 the lzast developed of the

. failure to achieve the targets
+ Decades, and that now is the

to orestall the cbvicus and

ment and external dependence, the risk
rrental degradation as' a result of the
- end life styles imported into

Noting that the cont: nen+ of AF
world's major regions, has displayed a
“set in the first two Unitef'! \Ir»":ions Te
- time to take: urgent ' i
cminous increase in iy
of natural resource dep! cticn vl of ervis
widespread adopticn of patterns of Jevelo

Aware that the Africon ocootinc.t L7 men . Joollecally affected than the other
- regions of the world by the negative -:“p"emmties of develorment strategies
adopted by most countries, whose foidure hds heen gaggravated by the ‘economic
and social crisis which the industriaizzad councries are currently undergoing,
~and which stubbornly £ail to yield Lhi szt by conventional policies,
strategies and instriwen swithin the fovdlisxn structure of internaticnal
relations,. S AR

Aware alsn that Africa is excessively and chronically denendent. on.cother
countries even for focd, and that trade and commercial structures are still
almost invariably in a North-Souch direction, a legacy from the past which
fosters the law of unequal exchange znd ils conzeguences, deteriorating terms
of trade, outward oriented procluction and dittle domestic processing of raw
materials,

* See amiex B,
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S hware of the pressing need for the physical integration of the continent
through the develorment of transport and cormunications,

Recalling resolutions of the General Assembly, the Conference of
Ministers and the United Naticns Environment Programme which deal with the
preservation, protection and improvement of the environment,

Recalling resolution CM/Plen./Res.1l (XXXII) of the thirty-second
ordinary session of the Council of Ministers of the Organizaticn of African
Unity which met at Nairobi from 23 February to 4 March 1979 and which among
other things takes note of the proposal of the Minister for Foreign Affairs
~of Liberia concerning the formulation of a Declaration of Commitment to
specific priority projects for the soeedy economic development of the
continent and urges member States to give seriocus consicderation to the idea
of a Declaration of Commitment and to come to the thirty-third session of
the Council of Ministers with ccncrete suggestions for such a Declaration,

1. Adopts the document prepared by the Technical Committee of Experts
as amended entitled “Strategy for the African region in the international
development strategy for the Third United Nations Develorment Decade”
contained in annex A to the present resoluticn, the reports of the QAU/BCA
Symposium on the Future Development Prospects of Africa towards the year
. 2000 1/ held in Monrovia frcm 12 to 16 February 1979 and the ECA/UNEP Seminar

on Alternative Patterns of Development and Life Styles for the African
Region 2/ held in Addis Ababa frem 5 to © March 1979, as working document
to be submitted to the sixteenth session of the Assambly of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity,

2. Expresses appreciation to the Administrative Secretary-General of
the Organization of African Unity, the Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa and the United Nations Development Programme for
- organizing the OAU/ECA Symposium on the Future Development Prospects of
.Africa towards the Year 2300 and to the Commission and the United Nations

Envircnment Programme for organizing the Seminar on Alternative Pattemns-of
Develonment and Life Styles for the African Region,

3. Expresses appreciaticn to the Government of Liberia for its active
support, generosity and facilities for hosting the OAU/ECA Symposium,

4. Recommends to member States for adoption the draft Declaration of
Commitment of the Heads of State and Govermment of the Organization of
African Unity on Guidelines and Measures for National and Collective

1/ E/CN.14/653/A33.2

-2/ E/CN.14/698/A33.1
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Self-reliance in Sccial and Economic Development for the Establishment
of a New Intermational Ecmf)mu. Order contained in annex B to the present
resolutlcrn, :

| 5. ggggsts the Ey“cvt_m Secretary Zoothn :-th to trensmit the draft
Declar,tmn as well as the cther workinf' documents to all member States;

. _6. : Inv1tes merer Statgs to stuf‘y the draft Declaration and the
strategy statement on the hasis of the working documents and submit as soon

possible; but not later thian 15 May 1979, such comeencs anl syjescions
as thcy may have on the draft Declaration and strategy statenent to the
Executive Sacretary;

> 7. FRequests the Executive Secretary to prepare the final documents
embolying the Neclaration on Guidelines and Measures for National and
Collective Self-rz=liance in:Sccial and Economic Development for the
“Establishment of a New:Intemational Economic Order and the statement on
strategy having regard to the comments an? suggestions received pursuant to
paragrash 6 above for submission to the sixteenth sessicn of the Assembly
of Heads of Stato and Government of the Organization of African Unity;

% Further reauegts the :mxinlstratlve Sec*etary«Cereral of the
Orgamzatmn of African Unity and the Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa to ensure that the final documents as prepared by the
Executiwve -Secretary of the Egonomic Commission for Zifrica in accordance with
paragrarh 6 above are submitte? to member States at least thirty days
before the thirty-thirc ordinary session of the Council of Ministers »f the

Crganization of African Unity.
| 207th necting
/ March 1

ANNEY A

STRATEGY FOR THE AFRICAN REGICN IN THE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
FOR THE HTIRD UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE

Section I

(‘urhnc orinciples

1. In examining the question of the strategy for the African region in the
international develorment strateqgy for the Third United Nations Develoment
Decade, and in a‘or\tmg the following strateqy for the African region in
the international strateqy for the Third mvelonnent Decade, the following
considerations were taken into account:

- That African participation, for many historic reascns, in the
formulation of the strategy for the First and Second United Nations
Development Decades respectively was marginal,

— e e
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= That the African rogion is known to be the least developed of all

. develoring regions an? to contain the largest number of lesst
developed and land=lockel countries as well as being the least
rhysically intecrated in terms of transport and communications,

= That the present imbalances in the international eccnomic order
HYe ﬂrm.l Y cue to the overwhelming industrial and technological
gap ameng the varicus groups of the nations of the world, and that
the multiplying effects of this industrial and tﬂchnoloc*lcal gap
are increasingly becoming more severe on the internaticral menetary
system, trade relatlons and economic co=operation;

- That the region has displayed a persistent failure to achieve the
targets set for the first two United Nations levelopment Decades,

= That it has in jeneral not significantly succeeded in designing and
ilmlementlno measures for effecting internal structural c‘langes and
improvement of factor inputs on both of which selfa-rellant and
‘self-sustaining develcrnment depends) ~ h
- That it has, Juring the past three years, given considerable thought
~te the 4 Jbr%ch to the strategy for the African regl n in the
Third United Nations Development Decade. - :

. 2. It was noted that ‘_,JllCle.:, strategles and development “mgra:mes in
the regicn continued to be markedly affected hy m:.scx)ncertlon and erronecus
strateqgics which tcndeJ to COI'lS(‘ll late the region's external dependence
for food, skills, technology, capital goods an? services, mrke*s and even
life-styles and patterns of "Qvelofmant and econcmic growth,

3. The strategies are charactcrize\ by a persistent confusion between
grawth- and develcrment and fail to measure advance by appropriate socic—
economic indicators or indlces of ceneral well=being.

4. The region's external socio=cconomic relations could e summarized as
those of client States and their principals in which relations tended to be
mrescrintive rather than cntractual and Africa was the accidental
beneficiary of the progress and welfare of others.

5. Emphasis was nplaced on outdated concents of the internaticnal division
of labour as a result of which member States still lacked sufficient
mastery over the technical and financial instruments essential for new
tynes of development appronriate for the creation of a material and cultural
system which would he consistent with self-reliance,; self-sustainment, the
conservation and development of inherited cultural values and the recovery
of self-confidence particularly as regar?s the nurturing of creativity and
inventiveness. '



E/CN.14/749
ECA/NRD/CESTD/G0/WP. 1
Page 5

6. In more snecific terms it was noted that:

() It was not longer desireable and feasible to repiicate alien
life-styles, production patterns and consumption patterns. Efforts to do so
in the nast had often led t0 a continuing state of unhealthy dependency,
nersistence of mass unerployient, noverty, wide and increasing disparities
in the distribution of income and wealth and gradual loss of cultural
identity. Approaches to planning development had been predominantly based on
economic factors such as rate of growth of gross naticral product, rate of
return on capital investment, indiscriminate acquisition of foreign technology,
ete. ;

(v) Existing life-styles and patterns of eccnomic growth in industriali-
zed countries as well as in several developing countries had led to serious
envircnmental Jdegradation and rapidly increasing social costs, natural
resourcas depletion, fechnr;rqlca ly-created unemaloynuxt alienation
patholcogical urbanization, erosion of family and community life, and, in
general a deteriorating quality of life;

(¢) 1In the light of increasing social costs, including the costs ofr .
alleviating environmental damage, it was doubtful whether the dominant patterns
of growth and life-style from the developed countries would be desi rable,
suitable and/or sustainable over the long rum,

{) The sericus structural imbalances in internaticnal econcmic relaticns
between the Jovelope? an? developing countries ha?l imposed mqrxlflcant
constraints, and, in effect, hal led to a growing distortion of indigencus
develorment pattermns and life-styles, locking develoning countriec into given
matterns, an? ha? made it progressively difficult to realize the declared aims
of social progress and o make autonomous choices;

(e) Despite the development exoerience of several African countries,
nrocductivity of labour and other factoirs of production had remained low. The
internal dynamics of growth ha?d not le? to self-reliant and self-sustaining
economic Jevelcpment in most cases. Moreover, cizable sections of populations,
including wermen and the entire rural Hopulation, had boon left out of the
mainstream of development. There had keen a notable persistence of
intellectual colonization in manv rarts of Africa which had weakened =fforts
to design new development patteins and life-styles rooted in the African
situation which were fully consistent with African aspirations. There had been
also a notable lack of systematic attempts to utilice and drvaw on traditional
expericnce an? knowledse in the field of sccio~ecrnomic develomianc.

7. BearinT in mind the Jdocument or develorment mrocess and Africa'’s problems
and perspectives in the framework of the Third United Nations Development
Decade, 3/ the rerort of the Seminar on Alternative Patterns of hevcﬂn ~ment

and Life-Styles for Africa; 4/ the rerort of the Symposiunm on the Future
Develorment Prospects of Africa towards the Year 20C0; 5/ ant the rovised frame-
work of principles for the mplcmcntatlcn of the rew Intermational Econcmic
Order in Africa; 6/ it was proposed that as far as the African region is
concerne? the new international develomment strategy should serve the following
objectives:

3/ E/CN.14/692 5/ E/CN.14/695/A33. 2
4/ E/N.14/693/n%.1 F/ E/CN.14/ECO/90/Rav. 3
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(2) The ectabiishment of self-gustaining, interncily located process
of development and cconcmic growtn at the nutlonal ani/or o ﬂtlnaulonal
level,

1

(»)  Subregional and rer*,ional r‘all@c'tlve colf-rellanen

(c) velo* ment 0L human res. Jurces to ansure their greater narticipa-
tlon in the Jevelopment Trocess,

|..J

s

(1) Brf)af*= casec “orticisation in the (’“v@lf‘j:w" process cormurrent
anl consigvrant with eguitabl dlstrmutlrn ~f thz gains of zocio=ccononic

development;

I

(e} Acceleration of +the :.nf"ustrlalz.zatlon prcecess on the continent in
the context of the social and econcmic denvivonrent of each cotmtry and
not as a simple inportation of foreign industrialization paktemn

3. - In the pursuit of these objectives, pricrities for the next United
.-Nations Develcpment Decade should be as follows:

- First, the attainment of regional self-sufficienry in food,

= Second, the cetabiishment of a scund industrial base with special
emrhasis on the develooment of the requisite national industrial
. and technological policies, capabilities, and institutional
_— infrastructure, as well as intra=African co-operaticn in order to
permit the infustrial take-off of Africa;

= Third th: phvsical integraticn of the region through the development
OL -r nspore and communications at the national, matiinational and
reglonal levels;

= Fourth, the c@'"ﬁlf)mnt cf capabilities - national, multinational and
reainal - ramyd rem to Gabls African Governaoenis and their
p_eoplex te esuablish sovereignty overl Thir natiral resources; .

- Fifth, the establisbment of mutually beneficial and equitable
reiacions between African contries and the rest of the worid,

= Zih, lra Jluansiot of o substantial increase e puesanc neagre
4 per cent th,aro of intra=African trade in Lno total trade of
A"rnxu

9. - The f7llowing modalities were yvecommended for the achievement of
cbjectives and prioricies:

(a) At the national level- Fstablishment and implerentaticn of
programmes for large-snale development of manpover, invor ah a, = the

intermediate level where African countrices are extrerel v v,e:u-.. .
mobilization of human resources for develooment NUrposas;

P
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- . (b) At the regiocnal level - Strengthening of existing subregional
and regional institutions for implementing priority programmes and projects.
Emphasis on the develorment of human resources and Africanization of

training;

(c) At the international level = Strengthening or devising new forms
of co-oneration, inter alia, throvdh the agency of the Multinational
Programming and Operational Centrcs, in comnexion wich the new intermaticnal

economic order,

o (1) The plan of action for the United Nations Conference on Science
and Technology for Development must have regard tc these objectives and
priorities; _

(e) Declaring the pericd 192C-1982 as the African Industrial
Development Decade for the purpose of focusing greater attention and evoking
greater political commitment and financial and technical support, at the
national, regional anc internaticnal lewvels for the industrialization of
Africa.

10. It was realized that these cbjectives, priorities and targets are
unrealistic without:

- The total political comitment of all African States to their pursuit
as expressed in the realistic translation of these commitments
into concrete action through:

(i) Declared policy priorities;
(ii) Buwlget and financing;

(iii) National and international consistency in the selection of
agreed strategies and investment criteria,

(iv) Co-ordinated positions taken by member States individually and
collectively ‘at international negotiations. -

= The political will needed -n the part of the leveloped countries to

" ensure the implementation of priority programmes and of work towards
the agreed cbjectives and special attention to the least dewveloped,
land=-locked, island and most severely affected developing countries.

Section II

Plan of Actich -

1. = Self-sufficiency in food supply

(2) The Regicnal Food Plan for Africa

" The chief features of the plan to he incoroporated into the
internatiocnal development strc;teqy for the Third United Nations Development
~ Decade should mcluue
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The. relatlon between food products and other products; the allocation

‘of financial and real resources; the system of incentives;

Institutions within the context of integrated rural development v

Chanc*es in strategies and mstnmen..atlon,~vv~ infrastructure of

‘transport mrkeulnq, storaqe; processing ca‘sablllt*esi

. Irrigation:’ Water resources exploration and evaluation)

Technical inputs:

«

. Spec:.flc ;unnreveo seads, 'R and D; miltiplication and distribution;

. Agricultural chemicals,

. ‘_Implements, toole, machinery and manufacturing and_ reDaJ.r

' ser\flc1nc capabllxtles ’

. Storage facilities;

. Irrigation technology} oroduction and supply of ‘irrigation

. The promotion of intra-African trade in food.

®©)

(;C)

n

Increased over-all Lwrﬂcuctiv1 y in agriculture (inclusive of
crops, livestock, forestry and fishe rv\

- Izrpmvec; pollcy cmphas s ffrc agr1cu1+ural develomept,

- Increased investment ‘through natlcnal bud getc, and forelgn
assistance,

- = Improved infrastructur: in the rural areas inciuding mass

- education of the rural population, establishment at national
levels of agricultural mechanical centrzs for the production
of tools, equipment and other relevant and appropriate machines
inclusive of servicing, encouragement of the creation of naticnal
agro—-service centres aimzd at bri ngmf:f agricultural inputs
w1th1n the early reach of farmers, encouragement of multi-
parpose river basin development;

- Integrated rural development approach consistent with other
necessary 1nst1tutlonal changee, : -

Agricultural reseafch for awpro,mlate inputs, sklll and
technologlcal J,mprovenent ’ ~

~ Intensive and urgent agroncmic research for the development of
new crop and llvestocx strains able to cope with the changing
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2enlecical eonditions and the special oroblems of the Sahel and
other ari? an” samd-srid rlrezs,
= Traininc and raesearch to qmerate (large—scale) massive adaptive
‘ p,\,]: *l“c’v for acc\,lcrat i acricultural develorment)

- Increcase? orodluctivity and effective ontrol of exninitation of
the ros urocs from the farms, forests, livestock and fish nroducts.

2. Human res—urcas Jovelonment

Very hizh rricrity should be attached to the Jevelorment of human
rescurces “uring the T}“l st Uruter‘ ¥Mations Develcpment Decade. It is
therefore reoommende’l tiat special efforts by the Unitced Nations systam,
bilateral ~id and other ‘lonors in assisting member States to develop their
human resources as mach as mossible should be included in the mtcrnatlanal
development strateay for the Decadle.

Major arzas of such resources comarise"

Hicgh and middle-lavel techm.cal MaN)OWRY

- f&amfrweer for infustry at the workshop level;

= TImprovel acricultural mannower;

= Mantower for marketing,  Jdistribution anﬂ maintenance services;

= Man-ower for business c't;r*ﬂort mstitutlons (such as industrial
astates and extension ocrvices, agricultural extension, etc,);

= Manrower for major soctors such as natural resources exoloraticon,
evaluation an’ cxtraction (including mininq) , transport and
cormnications, foodl roduct .vwn, otc. 7 ;

= HEradicati-n of illitaracy (US@ of local lanquages).

-In regard to segrents of the ropulation requiring special development
efforts technical trainine and entroprencurial Jevelorment are recommended ;
ralating to: :

- Women, :

= Outaofwscm ol populationg

= Drope=outs.
and attention is called to the need for research on methods anl content of
non-formal alucation and rarticularly of education technnlogizs for
converting the “rimary "uf:—of—school/ﬁm_;-’out population into efficient

operatives in industry, farming and services incluling maintenance of
eruipment an? structures.
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Special attention should e given to the develoment of national
capabilities in project design, planning, installation and management, the
lack of which constitutces a qrave weakness in most African countries.
Srecial and imaginative offrrts should halse o orde to creata conditions
of work and other incentives to halt and rewverse the present brain drain
fram the ‘region. . :

3. Fopulation
With regard to population, account wae takén of:
-~ The high rate of jpopulation growth in many African countries;
"= The rapid rate of meontroileﬂ urbanization;
- The hljh levels of mortality and fertility,

- The existing gap in meeting the needs of large groups for health,
eucation, shelter, food, amlovment, ctc.,

- The imbalance in opportunities for the development and application
of latent capahilities in the population of women and the young.

4.  Survey, inventory and management of natural resources

The strategy sinould -aim at substantially strengthening the national and
multinational capabilitics of the region with regard to the collection and
dissemination of information needed for the purposs of planning natural
resources at the national level with a view to their efficient management
and use including considerations of environmental protection, the conserva-~
tion of exhaustible yasourcces awl the caraful management of renewslle
resources capable of ultimate exhaustion,

The main elements of this part of tne strateqy should include:

= The expansion and develorent of rational and multinational
capabilities for making full use of rmedern technologies (including
remcte sensing £or natural retourozs 2 wion, evalvation

fEapen AN PO P
pon ) :; B e e T T ‘ '
QT LIWVETCOLY 4

- The Jdevelogyment of technologies for the extraction and rnrocassing
of natural resources which will naximize the economy of physical
use of thes? resources (including recycling and materials substitution)
an? which will contribute towards the protection of the environment,

= The acquisition and/or dewveicpment of capabilities at the naticnal
and multinaticnal levels for neqgotiating the exploration, extraction
rand disposal of their nataral resources on the most advantageous
terms;
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= The development and distribution of information on natural resources
. with a view to identifying complementarities in natural resources

R A
Ry
iy
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for planning socio~economic development; and

- The develorment of rolicies, machinery and operational infrastructure

for effectively securing the optimum advantages from the

resources of the sea hearing in mind the opportunities and responsi-

bilities which are inherer . = in the propsoed International
Convention on tl.e vaw of the Sea.

5. Energx

- Establishment of national’ anﬂ .,J:rec-lonal energy models by the
years 2000-202C; o

- Harmonization of enerqy rpolicies;

- Rural electrification;
= Development of non-f*onventional and new energy sources,

- ,Prt*rrotlon of the use of solar energy, especially for agricultural
needs.

6. Environment and development

Considering that environment provides the human, physical and bioclogical
resources that form the basis for any development process and that an
integrated approach should form an integral part of any development
planning, environmental considerations have to be taken intc account in the
"plan of acticn for the intermaticnal development strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade,

‘ In order to promote the accelerated development of the deweloping
countries within the framework of the New International Economic Order,
environment factors have to he takne into account to reduce social and
economic costs that arise from negls ot and utter disrc jard of problems of pollution

- .s0il degradation; rescurce depletion; deceriilication, flcooding; water=-

borne diseases; climatic changes and others that result from various
development processes ancl patterns. - -

~The main canponenta to ‘)e mcluded in an integrated env:.ronment—

- = Protection of the environment by monitoring pollutants in the air
(smcke and noxious industrial ‘gases), in the seas (o:.l) > in the
soil (excess fertilizers and heavy metal nestlcldes) ; and in
foods as contamnani_s,
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" = Conservation of natural resources to combat deforestation, soil
loss and decgradation, mineral depletion, desertlflcatlon, saliniza-
tion of arid farm lands,

. = Environmental legislation to improve the quality of life hy
maintaining the basic needs of clean air and water, good food and
health and asatisfactorywork and_ leisure ratio; -

- Promotion of environmentally-sound development through careful
development planning for siting an econcmic activity, choice of
process and technoloyy, anticipatory environmental problems,
choice of end products, marketing strategy and rericdic assessment

- of rural=urban pcooulation migration resulting from th\—. promotion
nf the industrializaticon process.

7. Science anc technology

The teaching of science and scientific research in Africa have not
been properly linked to technology and its application. Moreover, the two
of them have not been treated as priorities and oriented towards the social
and economic needs of Africa. Yet technology is the cutcome of a specific
agent (generally a Dbusiness unit) attempting to solve particular technological
prcbhlems, under specific constraintg, at a particular place and time. This
raises cquestions about the existence, character and sectoral distribution
of such agents and the relationship of technological adaptation, invention
and innovation to producticn.

It is thercfore considered that:

= Measures should be taken to make science teaching and scientific
-research related to technology and Hnth of them Oriented towards
the social anvl economic needs of Africa;

= Measures should be taken for the establishment in Africa of multi-
national teaching companies within the principal sectors and
subsectors of production prioritics,; :

A‘-=' 'I‘hese companies should be closely associated in their oper&tlonal
activities with universities, ; olytechnlcs and educatmnal and
training institutions at the second level;-

.= These companies should also assist 1n the ﬂevelo*vment of technical
entreprencurs,

+ = At the national level, efforts should be made to identify and develcop
© . or establish producticn units where experiments can be carried out
in the production of parts and components, in the substitution of
mterlals, in changes in desicgn and other processes of the upgrading
of traditional technology and the adaptation of imported technoloqgy,
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- Measures shoull be taken for the establishment of networks of
Cinformation on low cost and other adapted technology from cther
develeping countries and regicns;

- Measures should e taken for incroosing the sunply of esuipment,
parts, raw materials, blueprints, technical literature, etc., to
facilitate the operation of clearing and teaching centres for
technological research and experimentation.

2, Trangport an? eommr-ications

For satisfactory inplementation of the various schemes planned during
the United Hations Transport and Communicaticns Decade in Africa:

(a) African countries should make the development of transport and
communicaticns a top priority and give it the required support;

() The Economic Commission for Africa should have all the necessary
finance, equipment and resources available to enable it to prepare the
orogrammes for the various vhases of the Decade,

(c) The internaticnal community should provide special and ongoing
assistance by supplying African countries with sorvices, equipment, capital
and know=how to that the projects ¢an be implemented during the Decade;

drve(d) o African countries should be assisted by the internmational community
to developn transport and communications networks within their countries in
orfer to accelerate the develorment of the rural arcas which will conplement
the inplementation of the international network. >
The main elements of the strategy should therefore e as sofollcws:

(i) Road transport

= Establishment during the biennium (hefore 1982) of a master
plan for a wnified homegenous African international roal network.

= This master plan would be superimmosed on naticnal plans and
would complement them as needed.

= In this context the implementation of cngeing projects should
© be continued, whilst at the same time promoting the study and
“implementation of other trans-African links, in particular
" the nine highways mentioned in document E/CN.14/710 which should
be accorded the same degree »f urgency.

= Bstablishment of a Road Charter for this African network, which
will define the technical construction, maintcnance, and
operating standards, including all lecal an? administrative
asrects.
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(11)

Expert missions carried out by the Commission to study with
national authorities this Master Plan and the related charter.

The af pvoval of these two documents as soon as possible by
all thc member States should ke encouraged.

Harmonization of the various codos and systems of road signs
and signals and axle load limits.

Simplification and harmonization of administrative and leqal
barriers on internationel sections of road.

The setting 1 of training centres.

Maritime transport and ports

Ratification and application of the Code of Conduct for Lmer
Confercnces and application of Rule 40/40/20'

= Setting up of subraqional maritime shipping conpanies; N

= Establishment of shippers' councils,

= Develcprent and upgrading of norts;

(iii)

- Admmtion of modern unit transoort facilities and developtent
“3f multi=modal trans*'»ort 'md coastul traffic, '

© =  Harmonization of administrative and customs formalities;

= Construction of shipyards;
= Establishment of training institutions;
- Marine pollution programacs.

Air transport

- Liberalization of traffic richts and harmonization of
time-tables and programes,

= Pooling of equipment, lines and ground installations;

- Establlshment of Jomt traming centres and aemcmg and
repair fa’u.lltles,

- Establishment of multinaticnal air freight companies,

- Standardization of equipment and formalities.
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(iv) Rail transport

= Standardization, develcpment, co-cordination and improvement
of rail services,

- Interconnexion of the Jdifferent networks;

«

= Harmonization and standarcizacicii of track gauges, rolling=
stock loading gauges, brake systems and motive power;

= Construction of an African rail network.

(v) River and lake transport

= Joint development of rivers and lakes,

= Pooling of the varicus possibilities provided by rivers and
lak\.S 7

= Development of river and lake transport - infrastructures,
management, legislation.

(vi) Telecommumnicaticns

- Conétruct:ion nf ﬂle PANAFTEL network,

= Improvement and development of national networks,

= Development of the telecommumnications and electronics industry,
- 'kDevelODnent of tra:.nlnq "md of data processing equipment;

= Harmonization of charmnq systems and international accounting
procedures,

= Setting up of remote s:nsing facilities.

(vii) Mail services
= Organization of subregional sorting centres;
= Organization of intemational accounting system;

= Development of mail services: mfrastructure, nanagenent,
tralning of soec1allsts,

- Imrovement of mail routing and delivery, especially in rural
areas,

- Establishment throughout the continent of monetary services
primarily of nostal and money order and postal savings facilities.
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(viii) Radio and television

= Setting up of a multinational satellite commnications system,

- Prcgramme exchanges,

=  Improvement and develrzment of the infr-structure and of the
broadcasting ceqairment and clcoctronics industry.

9. Tourism

= Elaboration of an over-all policy for the develcpment of
tourism on a continental scale;

= Sectoral develcpment stuly at the regicnal and subregional
level,

= Training and upgrading of cadres and specialists,
- Exchange of experience and information;
-~ Direction of national tourist flows,

- Design of tourist piroducts for joint marketing at a subregional
level.

10. Economic co~operation

- In parsuit of the strateqy for the Decade, existing regional and
subregicnal bodies designed to favour subregional co-operation and integration
should be strengthened.

... Special priority should be given to the inplementation of projects
designed to fuifil these aims by encouraging intra-African trade and other
forms of regional economic co~creration.

11. . Intra~-African tradé

To achieve an 8 per cent share of intra~Africen trade, it is suggested
that: : ' :

(a) The Economic Commission for Africa should intensify its activities
in the identification of trade and other barriers to intra=African trade;
market research and trade promoticn with a view to importing the necessary
information to member States on a continucus hasis and assisting them in
taking advantage of existing and rotential intra-African trade opportunities;
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() African countrics should undertake trade neqotiations aimed at
climinating or reducing tariff and non-tariff barriers ammng themseclves at
subregicnal levels w1th1n the framework of the Multlnatlcnul Programming
and Ojeratr\nal Centres, and at mtexbsaorcgmnal levels and eventually at
the regicnal level;

(c) The Commission should bring about direct contact between buyers
an?d sellers of specific commedities in the form of workshops and trade in
these commcdities)

(d) Steps should ke taken to strengthen existing clearing house and
other payment arrandements and create new ones at the subregional level with
a view to inteqratin~; them into an African Payments System by the end of
the Decade and thus minimize the use of foreign currencies for the financing
of intra=African Trade, :

() Export credit insurance systams should be established at naticnal,
subregicnal and regicnal levels to encourage African business men to
trade with each other. : :

12, 'Intemational trade

Hich pricority should he accorded to the need for a market improvement
in the clearly inequitable rclationships that exist between African .
countries and cther grouns of countries with a view to securing such terms
of trade for the region as will actually assist its development effort,
instead of impeding it, as is at present the case. To this effect, steps
will need to ke taken to upgrade significantly the local value-added content
of Africa's exports to these countries; and to diversify Africa’s trade
patterns with a view to reducing the region's cexcessive dependence on trade
with any other groun of countries.

13. Industrial development

High TDrl"rlty shoulsl be attached to industrial < development programme in
Africa within the framewcrk of the establishment an?d execution of a
programme of actlon.

(2) Integration of inlustry and economic develorment

{i) In ’7!”3‘31:' to speed w m<iustr1ali7a._1c:n efforts and to

' increase the multiplier effects on the othe r develcpment
sectors in Africa, it is recommended that, "systematic
industrial development” be approved and applied in preference
to the sectoral system, that is to say, the method of starting
with the processing of a primary raw material, Processing
units based on successive by-procucts would thcn be identified,
studied and implemented, making maximum use of Africa's
resources and putting a stop to the alarming waste of
industrial uymnroﬂucts which has so far Meen ochserved in Africa;
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(ii) The total integrated vertical develorment of natural

rescurces with particular attentlm +o mineral, agricultural,
marine and energy resources, with a view to increas ing the
value adde’?, reducing axports of nrimary products)
increasing employment coportunities and increasing the

‘benefit of thesc resources o the entire populaticn of the

(iii)

)

In?

countries concermed;

The development of hasic, engineering, cap sltm goods, small-
scale and lmht industries to provide inputs for the
development mf the other sectors of the ecuncmy and to enable
the total develcpment of natural resources,

(1)

)

(c)

(idd)

strial and technological strategies, policies and plans k

A re-examination of existing industrial strategies, policies,
plans and programmes, taking into account the status of
technlcul rerscmnel and scientists involved in industrial
and technological develcpment and the promotion of indigenous
industrial entrepreneurs especially” in the small-scale
industrial sector;

The promaratlcn of national teclmology rlans and wrogrannes
as an integral part of the national eccnomic development
plan; this ne@ﬂ.s to include the institutional. machinery for
the development or wr-grading and cormercialization of

indigenous tp-.,hpfvlogles, as well as the evaluation, .:(.lectlon, :

acquisition, adaptation, absorption and regulaticn of foreign
appropriate technologies.

Industrial and technological manpower develcopment

(1)

(ii)

The develorment of industrial and technological manrower to
cover the entire spectrum of the variocus skllls and expertise
required at the variocus stages of the industrial development .
Dreccess,;

The establishment of naticnal ingtitutions, such a= +anthing
companies, rural worisshops, demonstration plants, sectoral
institutes and the strengthening of existing ones for the
training of industrial and techne 2logical s}v 11s;

A realicnment of the existing e(iucational system, national
cr‘:mpensaticn schemes, to the status of technical personnel
with the increasing emhasis ot industrial and technological
devalorment. '

ey
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() Industrial anc technoloqical institutic-nal infrastructures

(1)

(i)

(€) Intematis nFl ind ustrlal trade

The develorment of a sound naticnal industrial. institutional
machinery £or the effective plenning, executicon, monitoring
and evaluatlon of indlustrial develorment activities.

The national machinery should include institutions dealing
with:

- Industrial and technological research and development)
- Standardization, quality control and n‘etrology;'.

- Regulation of technology import; |

- Commercialization of indigeneus téchnologies;

- Industrial and technological information;

= Influstrial planning, pro:pect ldentiflcatlon, Drer)aratlon
and. evaluatrﬁ,

~ Incustrial investment nromotion with special euphasis on
assistance to small-scale industrial entrepreneurs,

- Indufstri 11 consultancy anﬂ mnaf}anent

- Industrial an? enqlneermg design 1nc1ud:|.ncv )roduct and
nrocess adartation,

(1)

@)

Inproving the present system and! structure of internaticnal
muustrlal trade and the marketing of African manufactured

Promoting groater intra=Nfrican co-opcration in the expansion -
of African markets for manufactured gmds.

() Intra-africon infustrial and technological co-operation

(i)

Harmonization of strategies and policies in order to overcome
the constraints facing African countrics, 3s*xzcially those
relate? to shortage of industrial manpower; development or
acquisition of tcchnolomy, integration of markets; and
optinmm utilization of their limite? financial resources,

T RATRET T
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(ii} Greater participation by the African countries to influence
.- actimn, at the international level, throucgh the United Naticns
Incdustrial Development Organization industrial conzulation meet-
ing, United Nations Conference on Trade and Develcpment
negetiation, Unitad Vatiors Tndustrio-l .’?:"elcpm_r:\,. Drosndzation
"policy-naking c¢rgans and those of other relevant United Naticns
and international organizations,

(iii)  Greater emphasis on industrial and technological matters in trade
and economic sgxearsiits between African and industrializald
countries,

(iv) Increased technical assistance from international organizations
tn the African countries in support of their industrial
develorment efforts, with emphas:Ls on assistance to multinational
projects and the least Adevelopert comntries, land=locked, island
andl drought-stricken countries.

14, -Financing development

It is recognirzed-that Africa has a considerable amount of rescurces in
terms: of. 'develoﬁnert funds. T:) exploit thJ.s advantage there is need to:

(a) Arrost the dr‘u.n o‘ foreion .xchanc*c out of the region by various
mechanisms of which the activitiestof transnationals constitute one elcment)

(h) Mcbilize these and sother financial and real resources with and
redeploy them on a region=wide basis for the purpose of national, multi-
national an? regional development and economic growth particularly in the
development of basic and strategic industries. Such mohilization and ‘
raedenloyment will require srecialized financial institutions where the
concentration of parcicular kind of sk111 an? the accumulaticn of particular
kind of experience can be brought to bear on their optimum utilization;

(c) However, dgiven tne urgency an and the complexity of the prohaems of
acceleratedd developmc’zt and economic r'rthh that will face tie countries of
the region, it is clear that substantial net transfer of ext»mal resources
from the internaticnal community will be needed, on terms and conditions
that do not exacerbate the Qshate hurdens of the ragim ond for mwrozes
which wili eneble the region to service, without undue strain, such cebt
paymenits,  Jypropriate measures should therefore be taken to increase the net
inflow = of resources an? i:rg)rove the terms by which such resources are
transferred.
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15. Transnational corporations

The strateqy should include:

(a) Measures to develop a comprehensive information system on
transnational corporations so as to increase the awareness and perception
of African countries of the issues relating to their structure, operations
and polici:s, and how these affect the sccio-economic development process
including steps to increase the flow and exchange of knowledge and experience
on national requlations and legislations;

(b) Measures to cdevelop negotiating capacities and to strengthen the
bargaining position of member States vis-a=vis transnational corporaticns
through the creation of appropriate instituticns at the national, subregicnal,
regional and interregional levels,

(c) Measures for regulating the purchase and acquisition of technology
from transnational corporations in such a way as to ensure the growth of
indigencus production andl technological capacity, thereby accelerating the
attainment of self=-reliance;

(d) The harmonization of measures towards transnational corporaticns
including the adoption of a common stand; and

(€) Measures to maximize the advantages which transnaticnal corpora-
tions are expected to confer on African countries in the forms of, e.g.,
employment opportunities, investment finance, development of managerial
and technical skills, transfer of technclogy and the development of industry,
agriculture and the rural sector.

16. Political commitment

In order for the African region to accomplish the declared priorities
and objectives of the African Development Strategy for the 1930s, there
must be the political will to take the needed action at the naticnal,
subregional and regicnal levels and it is therefore recommended that a
camitment to this strategy should form a frame of reference in the pursuit
of the socio~econcmic transformation of the African continent.
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Report and recommendations of the Technical Committee of Experts
with special reference to:

(i) The medium-term plan 1980-1983

(ii) The biennial programme of work and priorities, 1980-1981

(iii) The biennial budget, 1980-1581

(iv) TRCA operatiocnal projects, 1575-1380-1581
(agenda item 13)

249. The Chairman of the Technical Committee of Experts presented the
report of the seventh meeting of the Committee (E/CN.14/705,
E/CN.14/TECO/45). After considering it, the Conference approved the
Biennia: Report of the Executive Secretary (E/CN.14/655).

250. The Conference then discussed the strateqy for African region
in the International Strategv for the Third Development Decade
(E/CN, 14 /TECO/45 annex TII).

251. Considerable discussion tock place on the strategy document.

Whilst there was a consensus that the document was an important cne for
Africa, some participants expressed the view that it should merely be

n ed by the Conference and then submitted with comments by the

Executive Secretary of ECA to the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and
Government at its forthcoming meeting in Monrovia. That would allow
individual member States enough time to study such an important docmnent
before ccammitting themselves to it. The reasons given ofor providing
more time for thﬁ study of the document were to enable Africa’s strategy
for development to be fitted in within the global strategy and take
account of cases where countries were in the process of formulating their
developront plans. The majority of the participants on the other hand
expressec the view that they chculd adopt the document which contained

a succinct deatalogue of the problems facing Africa and recommend it in
a form of resolution to the OAU Assairtbly of Heads »f State and Government
as a plan of acticn for the development of Africa. One participant
pointed out that the notions of "growth" and "development" which were used
in the decument viere unclear and that they should be clarified in the
revised document. He also pointed out that the plan of action in the
document in relation to agriculture should take account of export
products, reafforestation, agrcnomical research and high yielding
varieties. 2Ancther narticipant proposed an amendment  to the plan of
action set out in the document so as to take account of the environmental
dimensicr. of develcpmeny (See resolution 332 (XIV). /
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252, Crommenting rurther on the utility of adepting 2 stias '7 the
Executive Secrmtary explained that the Canexzli B by boke ﬂ ad-prad a

resolution on the Third Uu.re, ‘Natirns Develovrent Docede and Lhat 49
African momber States bad partizipate? fvme Drafting of the
resoiution, 'Ine General Assemoly bad ~13f> “:a—abl icshad a preparatory
comrdttes oyl = spailcr ‘.“T”‘a‘ of 27 werbers on the U Imcernaticonal
Development Stratagy. General Nsserbly b 1 L UCpEratory
committee to scmit a draft outiine of the & Afxican represer
tatives to et TIntEera NS ooy ons
Mrican diput oo e Stretegy so ac to enslie
by September 1973, The Genaral nssenbly wou
1530 adoyph the Internaticual Develorment Stia
Nations Developmant Decade. Therve was ther
would have to-send to New York in the nex:
rosition with cegard to +he Strategy. He su “:W
Rapporteur that, contravy to the fears express
that sufficient time had nu Ixeen provided t‘,»
the document as indicated i ,cracrﬁ*;l‘ 112 of
Cammittec of Experts could mt be § ,nai;z.w b
have to ke submitted to the OAU Assabhly of .
at their next recting in Monrovia. That vondd
Govcrnmcnw o wndarteke the requisite cni’r iy
su’]g'este“ that a meeting of a Committze of the Conicrence
should be called £o examine the dccowent & corns ogt of the
work of the Coprmittes should be trarsmitted in the & . rosoiution
to the OAU Assen’:lv of Heads of State and T ";f-«i:'?’;"fi’{"’“;‘ at Mmoo ia with
positive recarmendations, the resolution chonlc alzo inwvi
States between now and the Morrovia neching to :
thorouchiy.
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253, The Chairman sumed up the discussions
of the Conference that the docvment be a'\i\:gsx:, L &S
should be submitted as soch by the Broo

with the viewr ol iriar Stauss, to

e endorsement
a-.m‘:m%nt which
N, together

254. The Conferance approved the rencrt of the Tocrnionl |
Experts and the other texts annexed to-it.
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