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1.0 Introduction

Mandate: The National Statistical Office (NSO) of Malawi is a

Government Department whose mandate is governed by the 1967

Statistics Act to collect, compile, analyse and disseminate

statistics for the country.

Mission: The mission of the NSO is to produce and promote

timely and relevant data and to promote its use for policy

formulation, decision-making and research in both the private

and public sectors for the advancement of the socio-economic

status of all Malawians.

Set-Up: The NSO is set - up as follows:

♦ Agriculture Statistics Division

♦ Economic Statistics Division

♦ Demography and Social Statistics Division

♦ Publication and Information Dissemination Division

♦ Administration

In addition there are the following support section:

♦ Computer

♦ Cartography

2.0 Current Routine Activities: These cover the following

areas:

♦ External Trade

♦♦♦ Prices

♦ Industrial Statistics

♦ Employment Statistics

Tourism Statistics

National Accounts

♦ Balance of Payments

Revision of some of the above activities: External Trade:

External Trade Indices are now being revised to a more recent

base (2000).

♦

♦



Prices: Consumer Price Indices are also being revised following

the results of the Integrated Household Survey. The new base

year will be 2000.

National Accounts: The base is being revised from 1984

constant prices to 2000 constant prices.

3.0. Recent Surveys: The following surveys have been carried

out in recent times:

♦ The Medium Business Economic Survey 1998

♦ The Integrated Housed Survey (I H S) 1997/98

♦ The Population and Housing Census 1998

♦ The Gemini Survey of Small and Medium Scale Enterprises

2000

♦ The Demographic and Health Survey 2000

Reports have been published for all the above activities and

dissemination workshops are on - going for the Demographic

and Health Survey and the Census. A Poverty Profile of Malawi

has been produced using the I H S.

4.0 Revision of the Statistical Strategic Plan: The 1996-200

Plan has been revised and a draft for 2001 - 2005 has been

produced. A participatory and consultative process has been

followed in coming up with the new Plan. This work is

planned to extend to the production of a National Statistical

Strategic Plan later in the year.

5.0 Functional Review of the NSO: Afunctional review of the

NSO has been undertaken! as part of the overall review of

all government institutions. A major recommendation of

this review is for the NSO to become semi- autonomous.

6.0 Information Technology: All statisticians at the NSO have

desktop computers and all the Divisions have been

networked. In addition all data processing and much of the

analysis is done in - house. A website has also been

developed whose address is :



*** www.nso.maiawi.net and any enquiries can be made using the

following address:

*♦* enquiries@statistics.gov.mw

7.0 Future Surveys: The NSO is planning to do a Core

Welfare Indicator Survey (CWIQ) sometime this year.

8.0. Major Challenges: Our major challenge are to maintain or

even increase the current level of funding from government.

Another challenge is to forge a more conspicuous role for the

NSO in the PRSP process. Last but not least we hope our

development partners will continue to show an interest in

statistics in the foreseable future.




