-

=5

Tigtr.
Limited

E/CN.14/PSD.1/23
18 Deoember 1979
Originals ENGLISH

UNITED NATIONS
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRLCA

First Session of the Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians and
Demographers

4ddis Ababa, 24 March - 2 April 1980

SUMMARY REVIEW OF POPULATION ISSUZS ARISING FROM
UNITED NATIONS MSETINGS OTEER THAN THE THIRD SESSION
OF THZ CONFERENCE OF AFRICAN DEMOGRAPHERS

BY

POPULATION DIVISION
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA
ADDIS ABABA

K7 9~3684



' - ———

'&Qf

E/CN.14/PSD.1/23

A, Introduction
. This document contains a summary of ‘important discussions helA
and decisions %aken ‘on populaticn and economic and social development

‘at the Conference of Ministers held in Rabat from 2u to 28 Maroh 1379

and &t the 20th Session of the United’ Wations Population Commission,
held in New York, from 29 January 09 -February 197%. In-other words,

.'_the report refers to developments 51nee the last Conference of Afrlcan
]IDemOgraphers. : : .

I. Matters: arlslqg_from the - 14th 835510n of the EGOnomlo
Commission for Africa . -

The Fourteenth Session of the Commission among other items
considered the programme of work and the activitiés of the secretariat

':1n population matters.. It endorsed.also the report -of the Third Sesaice
"of the Confarence of African Demographers),- ‘held in Dakar from 19-24
‘February, 1979. It adopted a strategy for the African Regilon within

the framework of the“International Development Strategy for ths Third
United Nations Development Decade ;/, and pertinent resolutions  related
to p0pulat10n matters, training, and role of women in development.

The Commission t0pk" fully into. account opulation variables in
the strategies ad»pted for Africas In the Plan of Acvtion, it tonk
acoount of the high rate of population growth in many African countrles,

:-the rapld rate of unGOntrOlled urbanization, the high leVele of mortality
‘and fertility, . the ex1st1pg gep in meetlng the needs of large groups of
- people for health, education, shelter, food, emplqyment, eto., the

imbalance in opportunities. for the development and appllcatlon of lateagt

capabilities in the population of women and the young.. g/

The Commission adopted a resolution on priority poiulation

- Programmes }/ which gtressed the need to "give high prlorlty to studies

on interrelation between population growth and economic and social
development' and requested the fwecutive Secretary "to initiate a programme

- of, apgistance to the countrlee »e .. in establishing epeolal units to deal
r_w1th the integration of population variables in &eVelopment plans" The

1/ ECA, Report of the 144h Session of the Commission (5th Meeting of
the Conference of Ministers) and Commemoration of the Zlst
anniversary of the Commission (Rabat, 20-28 March. 1979) ~E/CN, 14/

‘ 724) Resolution 332(KIV), Annex A, Sectlon II.

Ibid. E/CN. 14/724, page 87

ECA, Ibid, Resolution 366(XIV)
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. vities of the secretariat in the field of population information and
- dooumentatlon in order to give better service, 1nolud1ng tralnlng in
\:,f thls field to the countries of the, reglon" It further invited the
‘ Bxecutive Secretary "te accelerate the programme of assistance to the

countrles" and to glve priority to pOpulatlon dynamics, analysis of

censuses, gtudies. on mertality, the relationskip between infant and

" childhood mortality, levels and patterns of fertility and their future
prospects, the relationship between population distribution and socio-
economic develOPment, and the 1ntegrat10n of p0pulat10n policies and
programmes in development plannlng._,.

Another regolution l/ on iraining in population studies in Africa
N ;,r_called for action to spesed up the process of decentralization of both
o ;.. . Institut de Formation et .de Recherche Démographlques(IFORD) and Regional
""", Institute for Population Studies (RIPS) and t0 negotiate with the
. -Governments concerned in order to make the institutes fully regional.,
_t ‘The resolution also called for consultatlons for asslstlng the Portuguese~
PYSPURE speaklng countries in thelr tralnlng nesds,

IT. Questione ariging out of the Twentleth S3531on of the
' ‘”-f Populatlon Cumm1351on

[

- P o .
gAML

The Twentieth Segsion of the- Populatlon Commission was hald in

‘Néw York “from-29°January to 9 Fébruary 1979. © The following seven

! African members of “the Cémmission attended the session:  Egypt, Ghana,
MalaWI, Rwanda, 'Sierra Leone, Uganda and Zaire. -'The Commission focussed
‘its debate on two main topics, i.e., reviéw and ‘appraisal of the World
Population Plan of Action and the monitoring of population trends and
pollcles.

In 1ts reéview, the Commission con51dered the stéps to be “tdken to
“ensure due recognition of thé principles, objectives and recommendations
-of the Plan of Action and full and complete integration of population in
 the ‘formulation of a new internat: onal development strategy, in the esta-
tlishment of 4 New International Economic order and in the’'devélopment
and the revision of any other relevant international instrument". 2/ The
Comrigsion made recommendations "for action to be taken in order to better

1/ Eca, Ibld., Resolutlon 367(x1v) :
2/ United Nations, Population Newsletter, No. 27, Aprll 1979 p. 6
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adopt the plan to changing conditions and to make it more efféotive guide

ffor'pépulation‘activities'in the years ahead", lf

The discussion on the monitoring of Population trends and policies

*‘gave indications on ‘the situation and resent changes in levels, trends

"and policies concerning Population Trowth, fertility, mortality, interna—

"tional migration; some aspecta of populatiop étructure; urbanization and

P

;qulatibn_distribuﬁibnp Some findings which*ought“to be highlighted
includes e o ' ' o

(a) Mortality decline iy developing countries has been limited by

fthe‘levels_Of sceiel and economie devéldpment,Whidh_explains the
differentials between rural and urban areasy ' -

‘(b) . There appeared to he g deceleratiOn‘in the rate of growth in
bqth‘QQVe;oping‘;ggions; S o

(c) Fortility variatious seemed to be dependent rn & complex network
of variables; income veing no longar a‘statisfactory indicator;

_ (d) An inersasing concern wWith resgpect to levels of internal
migration wag exrresygeds R o

(o) The majority opiaicn among governments indicated tkat the rate
. of p0pu1ati0n &rowth weg seen 0 be important to development.,

The Population Coumigeion submitted two draft resolutions to the
Eeonomic and Soeial Council, one on the sirengthening of actions for the
fulfilment of the Worlg Fooulation Plan of Action and the other on the
WOork programme, Some relevant extracts of the two resolutions are givon

‘below,

StréngtheﬁingIOf actions soncerned with the fulfilment 6f the Worlg
"Population Flan-of Action o - I

This rerolution emphagizoed tha«s

commendationg for priori ty areas for action

(b) Taohﬁic&l‘éséistanéé'aotiviﬁiss in the_fiald_éfrﬁqﬁﬁlation Bhould

EE PR S
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. be increased, particular.y in the light of the recommendatione for
priority areas for acticn as identified in the first review and
appraisal of the Plan of Actiong

..« o) There was the need for the international development strategy
. for the Third United NationS»Development Decade and other interna—
. tional instruments fox sconom’ =~y social and tecrnological .progress
1o recognize,fully-the interreradionshing of poputation faptors .
gocial, economicCs oul tural and political development, and also the

need for action 40 doal with population problems)

() . Consideration should be given 4o the possibility of holding
an international conference to c~oview population development in
the first decade since tha World Population Conferences

(e) The United Watious uodies shouid continue with the process of
monitoring, review end appraissl of progress made towards implemeting
the World Population Plan of Actione .

ok Prograpme in the field of Populatlon
Under this regolution, %the United Nationa'bOdies were. urged to$
La) Continue and strengthen work on population tronds and structurej

' (ﬁ) COﬁtinue.tO provids reliable and ﬁp—to—date demographic estimates
and projectionss’ : _

(o) Continue studiss on fertility change}
(d) Intensify work on interrelations of population and defélopmentg

. (@) FPrepare a manwal for the use of national planners on methods of
“ipcorporating demographic factors in development planuings

(f) Analyze population policies and their implicationsy

_ (g) Arrange for timely publication of population studies and
... projectionay ‘ : :

' 5;["(h)w;Facilitaté.the,estabiishment of 5 Population Information Networks
(1) Continue the biennial monitoring of population trends and
... policies and: the—quinquennial.review apd appraisal of the World Pepu—

"lation Plan of Action]

(j) Eipand the United Nations progralls of technical co—operation
in the field of populations ' e e e
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(k) Strengthen the United Nations programme of training in
population; and

(l) Assist Governments, at their request, in establishing or
strengthening national institutions to co—ordinate population
activities, particularly those relating to developmsnt planning.





