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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Last year's session of the Commission and meeting of the Conference of Ministers convened

under the theme "Taking Africa into the twenty-first century: Implementation of the Abuja Treaty

establishing the African Economic Community; amd Agenda 21". This theme responded directly to

the two major imperatives for Africa's development - regional integration and sustainable

development.

The Conference deliberated on a number of issues central to the African development

problematique, as well as strategies to stimulate socio-economic recovery, accelerate growth, reduce
poverty on a sustained basis and protect the environment. Among the issues delierated upon were

the implementation of the Abua Treaty establishing the African Economic Community; African

strategies for the implementation of Agenda 21 and the African Common Position on Environment

and Development; strategic objectives for Africa's economic development in the 1990s; domestic and

external financial resource requirements for Africa's development in the 1990s; a strategic agenda
for development management; a human development agenda; the second Industrial Development

Decade for Africa (IDDA II) and the second United Nations Transport and Communications Decade

in Africa (UNTACDA II); implications on Africa of the then ongoing Uruguay Round of
Negotiations; enhancing the role of African women in development and peace; the rationalization and

strengthening of ECA-sponsored institutions; applications of science and technology to African

development; and African preparations for three major global conferences to take place during 1994

and 1995.

A number of resolutions were adopted by the Conference. These spelt out the necessary

follow-up activities and assigned responsibilities to various parties, including the member States

themselves and the Executive Secretary, on behalf of the Commission.

Section II of this report is an interim account of the follow-up activities undertaken to date

by the Commission on the issues decided by the 1993 Conference of Ministers.
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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The twenty-eighth session of the Commission/nineteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers

responsible for economic development and planning took place at Africa Hall, ECA headquarters, from 3 to 6

May 1993. Forty-two member States of the Commission were represented. The Conference was also attended

by observers from 23 non-African States Members of the United Nations as well as observers from the Holy

See, Palestine, 20 United Nations bodies and specialized agencies (including the Bretton Woods institutions):

the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and the African Development Bank (ADB), 17 intergovernmental

organizations (IGOs) and 6 non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

2. The 1993 Conference of Ministers was convened under the theme "Taking Africa into the twenty-first

century: Implementation of the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic Community; and Agenda 21",

a theme that responded directly to the two major imperatives for Africa's development - regional integration and

sustainable development with poverty-reducing accelerated growth.

3. Inspired by this theme, the Conference deliberated earnestly on a number of issues at the heart of the

African development problematique as well as strategies to put Africa solidly on the path of socio-economic

recovery, accelerated growth, sustained poverty reduction and environmentally sustainable development.

4. Taking its cue from the theme, the Conference deliberated on the practical steps towards the imple

mentation of the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic Community, aware that Africa's success -

indeed, survival - within the more competitive global economic system of the twenty-first century will depend

crucially on the pace at which African countries progressively integrate their economies into a single economic

space spanning the whole continent from Cairo to Cape Town and from Cape Verde to the Seychelles. The

Conference also deliberated on viable African strategies for the implementation of Agenda 21, adopted at the

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), the Earth Summit, in June 1992 at

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and the African Common Position on Environment and Development, Africa's collective

input into Agenda 21. The Conference was aware that the implementation of strategies for Africa's sustainable

development had significant implications for policy orientation, strategic planning and programming, and the
building of human and institutional capacities.

5. The Conference deliberated on strategic objectives for Africa's economic development in the 1990s and

reaffirmed the continued vitality of Africa's long-standing development strategy as described in the Lagos Plan

of Action (LPA), Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery (APPER), the African Alternative

Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes for Socio-economic Recovery and Transformation (AAF-SAP)

and other landmark documents which have been adopted in the last 15 years. It also examined the domestic and

external financial resource requirements for Africa's development in the 1990s and strategies for their mobiliza

tion. The Conference deliberated on four other elements of Africa's development strategy: a strategic agenda

for development management; a human development agenda; the second Industrial Development Decade for

Africa (IDDAII); and the second United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa (UNTACDA
II).

6. It also considered potential implications, on Africa's trade and development, of the then ongoing

Uruguay Round of Negotiations of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The Conference

adopted a declaration recognizing "the strong linkage between development, trade andfinance and the fact that

adverse developments in those areas have constrained Africa's development" and, therefore, calling upon "the

major negotiating partners in the Uruguay Round ...to work towards the successful conclusion of thefinal stage

of the negotiations, taking into account the interests of the developing countries, especially Africa, and the
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interests of the world at large". Still on the subject of trade, the Conference considered preparations for the

mid-term review of the Lome IV Convention between the European Economic Community (EEC) and the

African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) group of countries.

7. The Conference launched the process of preparing Africa's participation in three major global con

ferences: the International Conference on Population and Development, to take place in Cairo, Egypt, in 1994;

the fourth World Conference on Women, to take place in Beijing. China, in 1995; and the World Summit for

Social Development, to take place in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1995.

8. Other issues which came before the Conference under its theme of "Taking Africa into the twenty-first

century" included: enhancing the role of African women in development and peace; the rationalization, restruc

turing and strengthening of ECA-sponsored institutions and other vital African IGOs; the role of cartography,

remote sensing, international hydro-geological mapping, and a comprehensive geographical information system

in the continent's sustainable development; the strengthening of development information systems for regional

cooperation and integration; the development of building materials industries; and tourism development.

9. The Conference also deliberated on the restructuring of the intergovernmental machinery of the Com

mission aimed at reducing the number of meetings while increasing the focus on issues under discussion and

improving the quality of preparations before meetings, all of which will enhance the quality of decisions reached

and their impact on the continental development process. It also examined and endorsed the first revision of

the Commission's medium-term plan for 1992-1997 and the proposed programme of work and priorities for the

biennium 1994-1995, both of which have been structured so as to cluster complementary activities under major

thematic objectives with a view to enhancing the synergy among the Commission's programmes and to reinforce

its muitidisciplinary approach to tackling Africa's development problems. It considered the strengthening of the

Muitidisciplinary Advisory Group of the Commission (ECA-MRAG) and the African Institute for Economic

Development and Planning (IDEP). Finally, the Conference deliberated on the strengthening of the role of the

Economic Commission for Africa to provide leadership and coordination of United Nations system activities with

a regional perspective in Africa.

10. Deliberations on these issues were summarized in the form of resolutions adopted by the Conference

of Ministers which spelt out the necessary follow-up acthities and assigned responsibilities to various parties

represented at the Conference: the member States themselves; the ECA Executive Secretary, on behalf of the

Economic Commission for Africa; the OAU Secretary-General, on behalf of the Organization of African Unity;

the ADB President, on behalf of the African Development Bank; United Nations bodies and specialized agencies

(including the Bretton Woods institutions); and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. Accord

ingly, in some issues, the implementation of the Conference decisions allocated the leading role to other organi

zations while ECA's involvement is confined, at most, to sensitization, collaboration and monitoring progress.

Some of the issues, the Conference decided, required short-term action, while yet other issues called for action

over the medium to long term. And in some cases, the Conference required that ECA submit a progress report

to the 1994 Conference of Ministers
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II. INTERIM REPORT ON FOLLOW-UP OF ISSUES

11. This section is an interim report on the follow-up of issues decided by the 1993 ECA Conference of

Ministers.

1. Implications of the Uruguay Round of Negotiations
nn Africa's Trade

[Conference Declaration]

,2 in this declaration, the Conference of Ministers called upon the Executive SecreUr>; f ^
Secretarv-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and he
SS(«Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) "to undertake studies on the potennal

nh post-Uruguay global trading regime on specific economic sectors of African countnes and the
TXnientoftheregtL alLhole as Well as practical measures to muigatethe negate unpacts mtH a v,eW
to maximizing trade opportunities that may resultfrom the Round (paragraph 9).

, 3 The Executive Secretary communicated this Declaration to the new Director-General of the GATT. Mr.

Peter Sutherland, and the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, in June 1993.

,4 In his replv dated 7 July 1993, the Director-General of GATT stated that "it is the expressed wish of all
narncwanTto seethe develop ng countries taking an active part in the final stages of the Round thus ensuring
ZZZrmteZZ duly tain into account. My 0Wn views on this issue are no different, and tt wUl certainly
be among the points to be followed very closely."

15 The declaration by the Conference of Ministers was reinforced by the declaration by the African
Ministers of Trade on "The Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations" issued at their conference m

Tunis, Tunisia, on 24 October 1993.

,6. At that conference, there was a discussion forum on Africa's position in international trade within the
framework of the then ongoing Uruguay Round of Negotiations, and representatives from UNCTAD OAU and
GaTt p rt,c pated actively in this forum. Two documents for the Conference of Masters of Trade, entitled
Aft as export prospects The Uruguay Round and beyond" and "Africa's competitiveness m the trad.tional

nfarkets: Past experiences and questions forthe future", covered some of the issues among the potennal impl.ca-
tions of the post-Uruguay global trading regime vis-a-vis Af: :.an trade.

17 The GATT Secretariat released, on 29 November 1993, a report entitled "An analysis of the proposed
Round Agreement, with particular emphasis on aspects of interest to developing economies which exammed
fhe patterns of trade of developing economies, including the changing compo..t.on of devdopmg economy
export! increases in market access - for industrial and agricultural products, and serv.ces. and possible effects
on trade and incomes, with a product-by-product analysis of increased market access, effects of the Uruguay

Round on world trade and incomes and economic growth arising therefrom.

18 In his report entitled "Preliminary assessment of the performance of the African economy in 1993 and
Prospects for 1994", the Executive Secretary of the Commission, on 17 December 199 made preliminary
observations about the final agreement on the Uruguay Round of Negotiations just concluded on 15 December

1993.
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19. The Commission is in the process of preparing a more detailed report analysing the potential impacts

of the post-Uruguay global trade regime on African trade and the measures, within the agreement reached at

the conclusion of the Uruguay Round on 15 December 1993, that should be applied by African countries and

the dominant powers in world trade with a view to maximizing benefits and mitigating the negative impacts on

African trade and economic growth. The Commission's Trade and Development Finance Division has sent a

mission to the GATT Secretariat to discuss GATT's own analysis of the impacts of the Uruguay Round and to

gather facts and data relating to African trade. The Commission will present a preliminary report of this study

at the twentieth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers in May 1994.

2. Implementation of the Abuia Treaty for the establishment

of the African Economic Community

[Resolution 743 (XXVIII)]

20. In application of this resolution, especially operative paragraphs 5, 6, and 7, the Commission took the

following steps:

(aj Regarding assistance to "subregional economic groupings infurthering their economic integration

programmes and activities" (operative paragraph 5), the secretariat prepared a document entitled "Framework

for the implementation of phases I and II of the Abuja Treaty" which focused on the strengthening of subregional

economic groupings. This action-oriented policy paper was discussed by the three Chief Executives of the Joint

OAU/UNECA/ADB Secretariat at their meeting in December 1993 in Cairo. The Framework is intended to

be used for the purpose of drawing up he initial work programme of the African Economic Community in con

sonance with the objectives of phases I and II of the Treaty. Similarly, the secretariat is seeking resources for

the effective implementation of the three UNDP-funded multi-sectoral projects executed by ECA;

(bi Concerning the "necessary measures to facilitate the rationalisation and integration of subre

gional economic institutions" {operative paragraph 6), the Commission participated, and is still involved, in the

study on the rationalization of West African IGOs which is being conducted by IDEP under the auspices of the

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Similarly, ECA held substantive discussions with

the team appointed by the Authorities of the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African States

(PTA) and the Southern African Development Community (SADC) to study and advise on the relations between

the two overlapping integration organizations. It is worth noting, however, that the Commission did not receive

a specific mandate from the member States concerned to carry out an assignment on the rationalization of the

subregion's economic groupings. Therefore, the Commission's role has been restricted to supporting the activi

ties of those institutions and individuals who have been vested with such a mandate;

(c? In response to the request "to assist in carrying out the necessary studies and effectively estab

lishing self-financing mechanismsfor the funding of [the African Economic] Community activities at the subre

gional and regional levels on a sustained basis" (operative paragraph 7), the secretariat is in the process of

carrying out a preliminary study which will be reviewed first by the Joint OAU/UNECA/ADB Secretariat and

then by the subregional economic groupings. This preliminary study will be used as a pilot study to be used

In the design of more detailed and specific studies at the subregional level.

3. African Strategies for the implementation of Agenda 21

[Resolution 744 (XXVIII)]

21. This resolution called upon the Commission on Sustainable Development "to support the efforts of the

Executive Secretary ofthe Economic Commissionfor Africa to review periodically progress in the implementation
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of the Strategies" (operative paragraph 6). In this regard, the African Strategies for the implementation of

Agenda 21 were submitted for consideration at the fifth session of the African Ministerial Conference on

Environment (AMCEN), which took place in Addis Ababa from 22 to 27 November 1993. AMCEN noted with

appreciation the adoption of the Strategies and encouraged African countries and organizations to use it as a

framework for formulating their national environmental programmes. The Strategies also provided inputs into

the 1994-1995 AMCEN work programme. A progress report will be submitted to the next meeting of the ECA

Conference of Ministers in May 1994.

22. The resolution urged ADB. in collaboration with ECA, "to explore the possibility of establishing an

African environmentfund in support ofthe implementation of the Strategies" (operative paragraph 8). Proposals

for the establishment of the African environment fund are in the course of being drafted, to be followed by

discussions between ADB, ECA and OAU.

23. The Executive Secretary of ECA was requested "to submit the Strategies to the Organization ofAfrican

Unity Summit of African Heads of State and Government, meeting in 1993, for endorsement" (operative para

graph 9). As agreement has not yet been reached with OAU on the modalities for monitoring and coordinating

the implementation of Agenda 21, the Strategies were therefore not presented to the June 1993 OAU Summit

in Cairo.

24. The resolution further requested ECA, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), OAU and

ADB, in collaboration with subregional and regional IGOs and NGOs "to establish the modalities for reviewing

the implementation of Agenda 21 in Africa and reporting thereon to the Commission on Sustainable Develop

ment" . Such modalities were indeed discussed at the fifth session of AMCEN and follow-up actions were under

taken between the Commission and UNEP as part of inter-agency consultation on 24 and 25 January 1994.

4. Strengthening and rationalization of the Multinational Programming and

Operational Centres of the Economic Commission for Africa

[Resolution 745 (XXVIII)]

25. The resolution requested the MULPOCs "to provide rational and effective assistance to the inter

governmental organizations ... in their respective subregions" (operative paragraph 3). The Conference also

renewed its 1991 appeal to the United Nations General Assembly for "the financing of additional posts in the

Centres both within the professional category and the general service category andfor the provision ofadditional

financial resources" (operative paragraph 4).

26. In the spirit of this resolution, the Commission has instructed the MULPOCs to tailor their programmes

of work to the needs of the subregions where they are located and to work closely with the subregional IGOs.

The main handicap has continued to be the inadequate levels of professional and supporting staff to boost the

capacities of the MULPOCs to tackle the problems of their subregions and to render significant technical assis

tance to the IGOs in their subregions.

27. Following the decision of the forty-eighth session of the United Nations General Assembly to decen

tralize to the field a number of regional advisers' posts, it is planned to send to the MULPOCs some of the new

posts of regional advisers when they are made available to ECA. This will no doubt diversify sectoral expertise

of the MULPOCs and increase their ability to respond to requests for assistance from their member States and

IGOs. It is also envisaged, as requested by the General Assembly, to further decentralize from ECA head

quarters to the subregional centres a few professional and general service posts within the framework of the

restructuring of the secretariat. This envisaged course of action is also in line with the findings and
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recommendations of the review of the in-depth evaluation of the Commission's former programme of develop

ment issues and policies (DIP) which was completed in 1991. The draft report of the Executive Secretary in

preparation for the triennial review including, inter alia, relevant observations and recommendations on the

MULPOCs. will be submitted separately to the twentieth meeting of the Conference of Ministers which is invited

to comment on it.

28. Also with regard to enabling the MULPOCs to provide more effective assistance to the countries and

IGOs in their respective subregions. the secretariat has written to the member States concerned to seek their

approval for the relocation of the Gisenyi- and Tangier-based MULPOCs to Kigali (capital of Rwanda) and

Rabat (capital of Morocco), respectively. This proposition is aimed at facilitating communications between the

two MULPOCs and the government offices of their respective host countries as well as with major organiza

tions, e.g., ADB, UNDP, the Maghreb Union (UMA), etc., which tend to have offices in the capital cities.

As soon as the relocation plans are approved by the host countries, the measure will be implemented.

5. Human Development Agenda for Africa in the 1990s

[Resolution 746 (XXVIII)]

29. The Conference of Ministers requested the ECA Executive Secretary "to initiate actionsfor the establish

ment of [a regional human development] the fund, in cooperation with ECA member States, African regional

organizations and institutions, agencies and organizations of the United Nations system, ... the private sector,

the international community and African and non-African non-governmental organizations" (operative paragraph

6). In this regard, actions have been initiated in the form of contacting ADB to send proposals on measures and

initiatives to be taken for securing financing from the Bank, such as a window facility for the human develop

ment fund. This fund will now subsume the functions of the previously proposed African fund for youth. ADB

has particularly been requested to assign one professional from the Bank to work with ECA counterparts on the

feasibility study. The feasibility study will be undertaken as soon as practical modalities for its realization are

reached with ADB. Member States are being invited to inform ECA on existing national mechanisms for financ

ing activities related to human development and/or measures taken at the national level for the establishment of

respective national human development funds.

30. Opportunity was also taken to explore new avenues of cooperation with the African African-American

Summit Movement. In this connection, the secretariat is finalizing a project document to be submitted to the

Movement. The proposed project is within the context of an umbrella programme ECA would like to see

supported by donors through the funding of specific projects and activities contained in the Human Development

Agenda for Africa in the 1990s.

31. An inter-divisional committee will be set up to devise an action plan as well as proposals for the estab

lishment of the human development fund.

32. The Human Development Agenda is being vigorously promoted through various activities and advocacy

efforts in general. The secretariat will prepare a progress report for the forthcoming ECA Conference of

Ministers.
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6. Strategic Agenda for Development Management in Africa in the 1990s

[Resolution 747 (XXVIII)]

33. The Conference requested the Commission "to coordinate and monitor activities related to the imple

mentation of the Strategic Agenda and to report to the Conference, regularly, on progress made in the imple

mentation of the Agenda" (operative paragraph 6). In this regard, the Commission is glad to report that the Stra

tegic Agenda for Development Management in Africa has been published in English, French and Arabic, and
that it has been widely distributed to the relevant government ministries, agencies, regional and international

organizations, educational institutions and NGOs. A book consisting of selected articles presented at the Con

ference on Development Management in Africa, which took place in Addis Ababa in March 1993, will be pub

lished in the course of this year.

34. The recommendations of the Strategic Agenda are in the process of being incorporated in the technical

assistance activities of the Commission aimed at strengthening the management capacities of African Govern

ments .

35. Project documents have been prepared, on the basis of the recommendations of the Strategic Agenda,

and submitted for funding to a number of donor agencies.

36. A proposal submitted to the Commonwealth Secretariat for a joint ECA/Commonwealth Secretariat

workshop on the impact of structural adjustment programmes on public sector management in Africa has been

accepted. Preparations are under way to conduct the workshop during the third quarter of 1994.

37. The Commission was represented by a high-level delegation at the biennial meeting of experts on the

United Nations Programme in Public Administration and Finance, from 6 to 14 October 1993, where the Stra

tegic Agenda was presented at a special session. The Commission arranged for the organization of a special

panel to discuss the Strategic Agenda at the annual conference of the Association of African Studies in the

United States of America. It was possible, during this session, to inform scholars and development partners

from the North about the objectives of the Strategic Agenda and Africa's development management priorities.

The Strategic Agenda was also presented at a workshop on long-term perspective studies in Africa, organized

by the National Long-term Perspective Studies (NLTPS) project, in Abidjan, Cote d'lvoire, in December 1993.

7. Population, Family and Sustainable Development

[Resolution 748 (XXVIII)]

38. In this resolution, the Conference required the Commission "to take appropriate steps to ensure that the

principles and objectives of the Dakar/Ngor Declaration on Population, Family and Sustainable Development

as well as [its] recommendations ... are incorporated in the work programme and priorities of the Commission

and to establish a follow-up Committee ofmember States in cooperation with the Organization ofAfrican Unity,

the African Development Bank and the United Nations Population Fund" (operative paragraph 3).

39. The Commission is in the process of establishing in-house multidisciplinary focal points for the follow-up

of the implementation of Dakar/Ngor Declaration.

40. The Commission has prepared and submitted to United Nations Headquarters an estimate of additional

regular budget requirements of US$57,000 for the follow-up activities of the Dakar/Ngor Declaration during

1993-1994 in preparation for the International Conference on Population and Development to take place in 1994.

No additional resources have been included in the 1994-1995 programme budget.
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41. An estimate of $834,000 implied by additional activities planned to be undertaken over the medium-term

period 1994-1998 in connection with follow-up activities for the implementation of the Dakar/Ngor Declaration

has been submitted to UNFPA. In UNFPA's view, ECA's proposals had a high component of supportive infra-

structural posts which, the Commission was informed, UNFPA was not ready to fund. It indicated further its

preference that its assistance for implementation of the Declaration be directed to the country level.

42. The Commission has prepared and submitted a project document to the Government of France on the

follow-up of the implementation of the recommendations of the third African Population Conference (APC.3).

The following activities were included: (a) publication and dissemination of APC.3 proceedings; (b) organizing

and servicing a meeting of French-speaking NGOs on the implementation of the Dakar/Ngor Declaration; and

(c) organizing and servicing an Expert Group meeting on the implementation of the Declaration.

43. The Ministry of Cooperation of the Government of France has indicated approval, in principle, of the

project document and has promised to release to ECA the requested funds amounting to $103,500. The Com

mission will execute the project as soon as the funds are received.

44. In spite of the difficulties in securing funds, from regular and extrabudgetary sources, to initiate the

follow-up activities for the implementation of the Declaration, the Commission expects to convene the first meet

ing of the follow-up Committee in the first half of 1994.

8. Preparations for the World Summit for Social Development

[Resolution 749 (XXVIII)]

45. The Conference decided that an African common position on the issues before the World Summit should

be formulated by the January 1994 meeting of the Conference of African Ministers responsible for Human

Development (operative paragraph 3); and requested ECA, in cooperation with OAU and other African regional

and subregicnal organizations, to prepare the necessary documentation for the meeting, including a draft African

common position (operative paragraph 4). The ECA Executive Secretary was requested further to transmit the

finalized African common position to the first meeting of the Preparatory Committee of the Summit to be held

in New York from 31 January to 11 February 1994.

46. In the course of carrying out these instructions, the secretariat of the Commission has prepared and pre

sented a series of background documents and position papers to the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force

on the Summit, for inclusion in the reports of the United Nations Secretary-General to ECOSOC and to the Pre

paratory Committee for the Summit. ECA submitted a section on human and social development in Africa for

the consolidated paper of the regional commissions, which were submitted to the first meeting of the Preparatory

Committee.

47. ECA, jointly with OAU, prepared a draft "African Common Position on Human and Social Development

in Africa", which was considered and adopted by the first meeting of the Conference of African Ministers

responsible for Human Development, which took place in Addis Ababa, from 20 to 21 January 1994. The

ratified African Common Position was transmitted and presented to the first meeting of the Preparatory

Committee.
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9 Africa's preparations for the mid-term review of the Lome IV Convention
[Resolution 751 (XXVIII)]

48 The Conference called upon the Comnussion, in collaboration with the ACT Group and UNCTACr ro
wist African countries in thetr preparations for the mid-term review of the Lome /[Convention (operat ve
paragraph 2), and requested the Commission "to report to the Conference of-African Ministers of Trade on the

review process" (operative paragraph 3).

49 In this regard, the Commission has made contacts with UNCTAD to elicit its collaboration in the provi
sion of technical assistance to African countries in their preparations for the mid-term revtew of the Lome IV
Convention UNCTAD has responded positively and has offered some useful proposals for inclusion ni.the m,d-
te m review Some of these proposals were incorporated in documents submitted to the Conference of Mimsters
of Trade which took place in Tunis in October 1993. The documents presented in Tunis analysed, inter aha,
the inadequacy of Lome compensatory schemes, STABEX and SYSMIN, for loss of export earnings: and the
changing European Community and global market conditions for African exports.

10 The second Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDDA II)
[Resolution 752 (XXVIII)]

50 This resolution passed by the Conference requested the Commission and the United Nations Industrial
Development Organisation (UNIDO) "to harmonize their activities further to support member States m their
efforts and ensure the effective implementation of the Decade" (operative paragraph 9). In this connection, the
aaivhies undertaken include: (a) the eleventh meeting of the Conference of Afncan Mm.sters of Industry
(CAMI) and its preceding meeting of experts; (b) three subregional meetings; (c) an ad hoc expert group meet

ing; (d) technical publications; and (e) the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African States

(PTA) investors forum.

51 The meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Whole (ICE), and that of CAMI were
held at Port Louis, Mauritius, from 24 to 29 May and from 31 May to 4 June 1993 respectively. The following

resolutions, inter alia, were adopted:

(a) Resolution 1 (XI): Implementation of the programme for IDDA II (1993-2000) which requested
the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Director-General of UNIDO to undertake the concrete act.ons required

for the harmonization of IDDA II and UNTACDA II;

fb) Resolution 2 (XI)" Development of the private sector for the accelerated implementation of the
programme for IDDA II and beyond which invited ECA and UNIDO to provide support to the member States
towards the development of the private sector and also, to report on the implementation of this resolution to the

ECA Conference of Ministers in May 1994;

(c) Resolution 3 (XI): Development of basic industries for the structural transformation of African

economies which requested ECA and UNIDO to hold consultative meetings of project-sponsoring countries with
potential investors as well as financial institutions, for the purpose of identifying, undertaking feasibility studies

and financing specific bankable projects in basic industries; and

(d) Resolution 4 (XI): The African common position for fifth session of the General Conference

of UNIDO.
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52. The first subregional follow-up meetings on the implementation of the subregional programmes for

IDDA II have been held, as follows:

(a) West Africa: This meeting was held at Abidjan, Cote d'lvoire, from 14 to 18 June 1993.

Among its recommendations was one that professional associations such as the Federation of West African
Manufactures (FEWAMA) and the Federation of the Chambers of Commerce of West Africa (FCCWA). institu

tions such as ARCT and the African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM)
should remain closely involved in the follow-up of the programme. Since the theme of the most recent African

Industrialization Day was "Engineering and the Transfer of Technology", the meeting requested ARCT and
ARCEDEM to provide the member States with appropriate documentation. For the effective implementation

of the regional subprogramme for IDDA II, the meeting recommended its submission to the ECOWAS Council
of Ministers at its next session, for consideration by the West African Heads of State and Government;

(b) North Africa: The meeting took place at Tunis from 22 to 26 November 1993. Among its

recommendations: regional and subregional industrial cooperation needs to be augmented to enable the countries

to jointly establish integrated core industries; also, renewed efforts should be made towards the establishment

of an efficient network to facilitate the exchange of trade and industrial information; on their establishment,

national commissions for implementing IDDA II should be given concrete programmes with detailed activities

to be carried out at the national and subregional levels. Last but not least, with the aim of improving industrial

cooperation in practical terms, a new approach was proposed to encourage individual parties to transcend narrow

national interests;

(c> Eastern and Southern Africa: This subregion held its meeting in Addis Ababa from 16 to 19

December 1993. It recommended the efficient involvement of the private sector in the formulation and imple

mentation of industrial policy. It is also necessary to pay due attention to factors related to environmental

sustainability of industrialization.

53. The Ad hoc Expert Group Meeting on the Promotion of Investment in Industrial Projects in the Context

of the second IDDA was held in Addis Ababa from 22 to 25 November 1993. The major aspects of investment

promotion were discussed, citing experiences of diverse African countries such as Egypt, Kenya, Liberia,
Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia. In order to improve the mobilization of domestic

resources, it was recommended that African Governments should develop insurance schemes for deposits in

savings institutions, housing development banks and agricultural development banks. African countries should

also develop programmes and policies aimed at strengthening technical management skills of local entrepreneurs.

Furthermore, African enterprises should adopt effective marketing strategies aimed at changing the attitudes of
local consumers as well as of external markets which tend to automatically associate poor quality with African

industrial products.

54. Regarding technical publications, in the 1993 recurrent publication entitled "Focus on African Industry",

the lead article was a very pertinent one, entitled "Privatization in Africa: Issues and options". There were

articles on other topics of significance to African industrial development, for example: "Privatization and entre-

preneurship in Africa", "The role of industrial free zones in the industrialisation of African countries", "Food
and agro-industrial development in Africa" and "African metallurgical industries: Present status and prospects

for the year 2000".

55. The PTA Investors Forum was held in Lusaka, Zambia from 18 to 21 January 1994. The Commission

was not represented, unfortunately, due to late clearance from United Nations Headquarters. The purpose of



E/ECA/CM.20/CRP.1

Page 11

the Forum was to facilitate contacts among the subregion's entrepreneurs as well as between them and potential

foreign partners, through discussions and meetings among themselves.

11- The fifth African Regional Conference Preparatory to

the fourth World Conference on Women (1995)

[Resolution 753A (XXVIII)]

56. In this resolution, the Conference urged member States "to initiate preparationsfor their national reports

as soon as possible and to ensure their submission to the Commission by the end of March 1994" (operative

paragraph 2). It called upon the Commission, OAU and the Bureau of the Africa Regional Coordinating Com

mittee (ARCC) "to collaborate closely in the preparations of thefifth Regional Conference (1994) for the review

and appraisal of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women in order to define

Africa's Plan ofAction [to be submitted] at the World Conference in Beijing, China, in 1995" (operative para

graph 3).

57. In conformity with this resolution, as well as General Assembly resolution 45/129 adopted on 14

December 1990, recommending that the fourth World Conference on Women in 1995 should be preceded by

regional preparatory conferences convened by the regional commissions, the fifth African Regional Preparatory

Conference on Women will be held in Dakar, Senegal, in November 1994. To this end, the ECA secretariat

has undertaken a number of activities both in-house as well as in collaboration with member States and con

cerned United Nations agencies.

58. A work plan for the preparation of the Regional and World Conferences on women has already been

established. The inter-agency task force (IATF) which is responsible for the preparation and coordination of

the Regional and World Conferences in collaboration with ECA's African Training and Research Centre for

Women (ATRCW) has already held two meetings, one in April and the other in September 1993. Three addi

tional meetings are planned before the Regional Conference. Duties and responsibilities have already been distri

buted; deadlines for the submission of technical papers have been set; and dates and venues for sensitization

seminars and workshops, IATF preparatory meetings and expert group meetings have also been established.

59. Regarding direct collaboration with member States, the Commission has sent guidelines to all national

machineries established by African Governments for preparatory activities for the Beijing Conference. Similarly,

guidelines for the preparation of national reports for the Regional and World Conferences have been distributed

to member States. The UNDP document on its support for the World Conference, including the preparatory

activities at the national, subregional and regional levels, has been circulated to the national machineries for

redistribution to all interested parties. A newsletter entitled "FEMME-LINE" to report updates on preparatory

activities for the Regional Conference has been launched. The first issue in September 1993 was distributed to

member States. To ensure the widesi and most effective dissemination, all information on the conferences that

is sent to national machineries is also circulated to the MULPOCs for redistribution within the subregions.

60. The Commission has contacted a number of donor agencies to sensitize them about the financial needs

of member States and ATRCW. A list of possible donor agencies has been circulated to member States. So

far, a few donors, namely the Governments of Japan, Norway and the Netherlands and the Swedish International

Development Authority (SIDA), have expressed interest in financing some activities.

61. Consultative meetings have been held with the Government of Senegal which, under the Ministry of

Women's Affairs, will host the Regional Conference. Consultations have also been held with women journalists

and media personalities.
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62. The Conference resolution further called upon the Commission "to ensure close liaison with the African

Women Development and Communication Network (FEMNET) ... in order to ensure thefull participation ofthose

strategic non-governmental organizations which reflect the priority themesfor the Regional Conference" (opera

tive paragraph 4). To this end, the Commission has made every effort to liaise with the major organizations

that are involved in the preparatory activities for the Conferences. The Commission has been in continuous

communication with ARCC which participated in the expert group meeting attended by national preparatory

coordinators of the government machineries. NGOs and women from the media, in December 1993. Prepara

tions for the World Conference will be finalized at the Regional Conference: the technical experts meeting will

be held from 16 to 20 November and will be followed by the Ministerial meeting from 21 to 23 November

1994. These meetings will be preceded by the NGO Forum, also in Dakar, from 14 to 17 November 1994.

FEMNET, which is coordinating the preparations for the NGO Forum, is part of the IATF. It has already

supplied the Commission with a list of all members of FEMNET in the region. ECA is also a member of the

FEMNET Regional Steering Committee for the NGO Forum. OAU, which is also a member of the IATF, will

prepare one of the technical papers for the Regional Conference.

12. Women and economic empowerment

[Resolution 753B (XXVIII)]

63. The Conference invited African Governments and their partners in development to support "the efforts

to create the federation of African women entrepreneurs and an African bankfor women as centrally controlled

institutions which could facilitate and enhance the economic empowerment ofAfrican women" (operative para

graph 2).

64. In view of this resolution, and in response to the previous ECA Conference of Ministers resolution 736

(XXVI) which requested the Commission to facilitate the creation of the Federation of African Women Entre

preneurs in keeping with the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies and the Abuja "Declaration on Participatory

Development: The Role of Women in Africa in the 1990s", the Commission convened a meeting in Accra,

Ghana, from 1 to 3 June 1993 to launch the Federation.1 As well as adopting a constitution, the newly created

Federation elected a bureau and decided to convene the first meeting of its Executive Committee in Lagos in

August 1993. Due to the political situation in Nigeria at the time, however, this meeting was postponed to

December 1993 and the venue was changed to Addis Ababa. The World Bank has expressed interest in sponsor

ing long-term activities of the Federation provided that the Executive Committee presents to the Bank viable pro

ject proposals.

65. A pilot pre-feasibility study had been carried out on the establishment of the African bank for women

and presented to the twenty-sixth session of the ECA Conference of Ministers in 1991. After a thorough discus

sion, the Conference had decided that an expanded pre-feasibility study should be carried out which would look

at greater depth into a number of practical questions, e.g., the amount of capital and other start-up costs required

to launch the women's bank, statutory and regulatory instruments, lending policy and the initial scale of lending

operations, practical operational procedures to minimize loan default rates, the level of reserves against bad

loans, the sustainability and viability of the proposed bank, the necessary infrastructure, the requisite technical

and managerial capacity, etc. A revised pre-feasibility study has addressed these questions. It has also analysed

the pros and cons of establishing the bank at national versus regional level, and the need for a control

1 When initially launched, the federation was called Federation of African Women Entrepreneurs (FAWE)

which was later changed to the African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs (AFWE) after it was learned that

the name coincided with that of another already registered organization.
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mechanism to facilitate inter-country transactions so that the bank, with its limited resources, can respond

equitably to the needs of African women in all countries. Plans are under way to conduct a full feasibility study

in collaboration with ADB, after recommendations are obtained from an experts group meeting of business-

persons and bankers which will be convened during the second quarter of 1994 to discuss the modalities for the

bank for women.

13. Women and peace

[Resolution 753C (XXVIII)]

66. This resolution urged ECA and OAU "to assist the Uganda Government in the organisation of the Con

ference on Women, Peace and Development ... in Kampala, Uganda, from 22 to 27August 1993" (operative

paragraph 1). It also requested the Commission to submit, to the Regional Conference in Dakar in November

1994, the highlights and recommendations of the Kampala conference "as a contribution towards the preparatory

processes of the Regional Conference" (operative paragraph 2).

67. In this regard, the Commission was very much involved, together with OAU and the United Nations

Children's Fund (UNICEF), in assisting the host Government in its preparations for the Kampala conference.

Preparatory consultations dwelt on the agenda of the conference, resource persons, sources of finance, prepara

tion of technical papers and setting its timetable.

68. The Commission prepared and presented a major technical paper entitled "Peace education". It further

assisted in other technical aspects of the conference, including preparations of the conference report as well as

in the drafting of the plan of action and the conference declaration. The plan of action will be incorporated in

the African Platform for Action for the Regional Conference to be presented at the fourth World Conference

on Women in Beijing in 1995.

69. UNICEF sponsored participants, from a number of countries, to the Kampala Peace Conference. OAU,

on its part, contributed $30,000 to the Uganda Government towards the financing of the conference. It also pre

sented a major technical paper on the subject "Conflicts, militarism and under-development in Africa". The

Ugandan Ministry of Women in Development organized the Conference and also tabled a key-note technical

paper entitled "The empowerment of women in the peace process".

70. The report of the Kampala Conference under the title "Women and peace" will be incorporated into the

report of the Dakar Regional Conference, where it will be discussed under an agenda item of the same name.

14. Rationalization and harmonization of institutions sponsored by

the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

[Resolution 754 (XXVIII)]

71. This resolution of the Conference requested the Commission, in collaboration with OAU and host

governments of ECA-sponsored institutions "to carry out a detailed cost-benefit study, including analysis on the

institutions to be merged and submit this study to the next meeting of the Conference of Ministers" (operative

paragraph 2).

72. In this regard, work is under way under the guidance of the Ad hoc Committee of Ten member States.

This Committee met in November 1993 and was presented with a progress report. The study, which is being

finalized, will be submitted to the twentieth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers in May 1994.
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15. African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development

[Resolution 755 (XXVIII)]

73. The Conference requested ECA and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) "to consider the

possibility of the two agencies co-sponsoring the Centre" (operative paragraph 6). It further requested the Com

mission and WMO, in collaboration with the host country of the Centre, "to organize a second donors' meeting

to mobilize resources for the Centre" (operative paragraph 8).

74. In compliance with this resolution, a technical working group was convened at ECA headquarters on

18 and 19 November 1993, in cooperation with WMO, to finalize details for the organization of the next meet

ing of the Board of Governors of the Centre. This will take place at the location of the African Centre of

Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD) in Niamey, Niger, in April 1994. The November 1993

technical working group meeting also worked out the details for the meeting of donors which will take place

by the end of this year. The precise venue and dates have yet to be fixed, however.

16. The role of cartography, remote sensing and geographic information systems (GIS)

in sustainable development

[Resolution 758 (XXVIII)]

75. This resolution requested the Commission (a) to promote its "role and usefulness" in the fields of carto

graphy, remote sensing and geographic information systems; (b) to intensify efforts, in collaboration with the

Regional Remote Sensing Centre, Ouagadougou, the Regional Centre for Services in Surveying, Mapping and

Remote Sensing (RCSSMRS), the Regional Centre for Training in Aerospace Surveys, the African Organization

for Cartography and Remote Sensing, the Centre for Remote Sensing of North Africa, and the Commission of

Geodesy for Africa, for coordination of the activities of United Nations bodies and of the above-named institu

tions in the field of cartography, remote sensing and geographical information systems; and (c) to assist in the

coordination of activities in these fields at regional and national levels (operative paragraph 4).

76. The resolution also urged the Commission, the International Hydrographic Bureau (IHB), member States,

and RCSSMRS "to pursue the actions that would lead to the establishment of hydrographic services for the

Eastern and Southern African suhregion, and to initiate the actions with a view of extending the services to the

rest of Africa" (operative paragraph 5).

77. In line with this resolution, the Commission participated in the inter-agency meeting which was held in

Geneva from 11 to 13 October 1993. Initiatives affecting Africa in the field of remote sensing and GIS were

discussed and streamlined, aiming, inter alia, at ensuring complementarity among projected and existing African

programmes. Among these, the following are worth noting:

(a) The Regional Space Science and Technology Education Centres which have been proposed by

the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, based in Vienna;

(b) The National Sateliite Data Centres, which has been formulated by the United Nations Educa

tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); and

(c) International Mapping from Space, where the Joint ECA/FAO Division of the Commission parti

cipated in the activities of the international working group, WG IV/2. With regard to this last programme, the

Commission was asked to assess the present status of satellite imagery versus Africa's mapping needs.
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78. Concerning the establishment of hydrographic regional services, the Commission reviewed and updated

the existing project proposal which had been developed in cooperation with IHB and RCSSMRS for the estab

lishment of such services at the location of RCSSMRS in Nairobi. This project was included as a priority issue

in discussions between ECA and UNDP in the first half of 1993 in connection with the fifth cycle UNDP/ECA

cooperation programme. Also, in close collaboration with the IHB, the project is also being brought to the

attention of other donors, particularly the European Community. As it is a very important regional project, the

Commission expects support from the member States.

17. Data acquisition in the field of cartography and remote sensing in Africa

[Resolution 759 (XXVIII)]

79. This resolution requested the Commission and UNDP "to setup, strengthen and support national subre-

gional and regional environment information systems programmes" (operative paragraph 1). It also urged all

concerned "to set up suitablefacilitiesfor data acquisition, processing and dissemination at the Regional Centre

for Services in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing in Nairobi, Kenya, and the Regional Remote Sensing

Centre in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso ..." (operative paragraph 2).

80. In line with this resolution, the Commission has continued to voice support for the establishment of a

ground-receiving and processing station for earth resources satellite data with coverage extending over Central,

Eastern and Southern African subregions. Such a station would be established preferably at the location of

RCSSMRS in Nairobi. In view of the importance of this station in providing real-time remote sensing data,

which would enhance the rational exploitation of the vast natural resources of the afore-mentioned subregions,

an appeal was made in March 1993 to the European Community to expedite the approval of the project, pre

viously submitted by RCSSMRS, for the installation of the ground-receiving and processing station in Nairobi.

This project should be eligible for funding under Title XII of the Lome IV Convention.

18. International Hydrogeological Mapping Programme for Africa

and the study on cartography for development

[Resolution 760 (XXVIII)]

81. The Conference asked the Commission and the African Organization for Cartography and Remote Sens

ing (AOCRS) "to do their utmost to establish the cartographic data bank for Africa" (operative paragraph 4).

82. To this end, the Commission has included in its work programme for the medium-term period 1994-1995

the preparation of the first phase of the cartographic data-base for Africa. This first phase will produce a

"Cartographic inventory atlas" in digital form for the African continent, depicting within 10 themes the existing

basic information and data derived from earth sciences surveys. It will be based on the material and results

obtained from a pilot project launched 10 years ago. This graphic inventory will be linked to the tabular data

base collected from the joint European Community/AOCRS project entitled "African cartography for develop

ment" which was recently concluded.

19. Second United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa (UNTACDA II)

[Resolution 761 (XXVIII)]

83. The Conference of Ministers requested ECA, in its capacity as lead agency, together with all the relevant

mechanisms for UNTACDA II, (a) to carry out the first mid-term evaluation of the programme in 1994. as

stipulated in the implementation strategy; (b) to revise the objectives and strategy of the Decade programme in

the light of changed circumstances, if need be, in consultation with member States; (c) to assist member States
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and African IGOs to prepare and screen new projects or inclusion in the programme in 1995; and (d) to organize
two regional workshops on the Decade programme to disseminate its strategy and promote its objectives (opera
tive paragraph 5). It farther requested the Commission "to report to the next Conference of Ministers on the
progress"made in the implementation of this resolution" (operative paragraph 7).

84 The estimated cost in the programme budget implication (PBI) of implementing the above activities was
SI 000 040 In its decision A/C.2/48/I.52/Rev.l of 10 December 1993, however, the Second Committee

recommended an amount of only $175,100 for approval by the General Assembly.

85 While the full implementation of the activities listed in the resolution will inevitably depend on how
much resources will be allocated by the General Assembly, the following actions have already been undertaken:

(a) Fir., mid-term evaluation: Draft terms of reference for the evaluation scheduled for the first

half of 1994 have been prepared and are currently being reviewed and revised. After their fmahzation, the iden
tification and recruitment of consultants will commence by the middle of 1994;

(b, Possible revision of the objectives and strategy of the Decade: The implementation of this
activity w.ll depend on the findings and recommendations of the mid-term evaluation. Therefore, it is planned
for early 1995, following the consideration, by the Conference of African Ministers of Transport and Com
munications, of the results of the mid-term evaluation of UNTACDA II;

(c> Assistance to member States in rheir preparation of new projects: This is being implemented
on the basis of requests from member States and will be intensified during the biennium, as new projects are
evaluated and screened by the Commission and the Resource Mobilisation Committee (RMC) for admission mto

the programme;

(d) Organization of two regional workshops on UNTACDA II: The draft terms of reference and

outline for the first regional workshop have already been prepared and will be reviewed and revised by the
Transport, Commumcations and Tourism Division of the Commission. Two subregional workshops are tenta
tively scheduled to take place., respectively, in Abidjan and Nairobi in January or February 1995 following the

conclusion of the mid-term evaluation.

86. A progress report on the implementation of this resolution will be presented to the twentieth meeting

of the Conference of Ministers in May 1994.

20. Reactivation of the Trans-African Highway Bureau

[Resolution 762 (XXVIII)]

87 The Conference decided that "the Trans-African Highway Bureau, staffed with a coordinator and a secre
tary, be reactivated and located at the headquarters of the Economic Commission for Africa" {operative para-

graph l(a)}.

88 In compliance with this resolution, a meeting of plenipotentiaries was held in Rabat, Morocco, on 14
September 1993 to adopt and sign the Statutes of the Bureau. During the meeting, 11 countries signed the
Statutes, a number that has since increased to 12. No country has yet ratified the Statutes, however Special
missions in 1994 have been planned to member States to speed up the signing and ratification of the Statutes.
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21. Development of building materials industries in Africa

[Resolution 764 (XXVIII)]

89. In this resolution, the Conference requested ECA "to redouble efforts in the mobilization offinancial

resources necessaryfor the execution of the project [on building materials industry in Africa]" (operative para

graph 4). It also requests the Commission, the African Regional Organization for Standardization, the United

Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS-Habitat), UNIDO, the United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the International Labour Organisation (ILO), Shelter-Afrique, and ADB

"to cooperate in the effective implementation of the project on building materials industries..." (operative para

graph 5). Furthermore, the Commission was requested "to take all necessary measures to ensure that theproject

... is continued and extended to other African countries within theframework of the regional programme under

the second Industrial Development Decade for Africa" (operative paragraph 6).

90. Towards fulfilling this resolution, field project RAF 87/016 is being implemented with financial assis

tance from UNDP. The objective of this project is to demonstrate the viability of the commercial manufacture

and utilization of selected local building materials. Pilot plants have been set up for the production of fibre con

crete roofing tiles in Cameroon and Guinea, and stabilized soil blocks in Senegal. Due to some unforeseen

factors, the construction of two lime kilns in Uganda has been delayed until February-March 1994.

91. The findings from this project have further emphasized the need for a regional approach in training tech

nicians, artisans and entrepreneurs for the widespread production of building materials; the need for barriers to

be removed so as to facilitate free trade in building materials thereby opening up opportunities for economies

of scale and lower prices; and the need to develop a regional approach in marketing and distribution. The Com

mission hopes to mobilize extrabudgetary resources for follow-up to project RAF 87/016 to consolidate the

valuable lessons learnt from this project.

92. Regarding cooperation between the Commission, Habitat and other partners towards the implementation

of the building materials industry project, the domestic capacity building in the building materials sector was

the subject of detailed discussions at a regional seminar organized by UNCHS-Habitat in September 1993. This

seminar was attended by representatives from 12 countries in the sub-Saharan region as well as from ECA,

UNIDO and Shelter-Afrique. Following the seminar, the programme outline and implementation arrangements

are now being finalized, in consultation with the countries and international agencies which may wish to partici

pate in the programme. In view of the importance which ECA attaches to the development of human settlements

in Africa, and the role of cheap and abundant building materials in this, the Commission intends to participate

in the programme on "domestic capacity building in the building materials sector".

22. Tourism development in Africa

[Resolution 765 (XXVIII)]

93. In this resolution, the Conference requested ECA "to take appropriate measuresfor the implementation

of the recommendations of the Conference ofAfrican Ministers of Tourism" mainly by, inter alia, (a) assisting

the member States in the development of tourism in Africa; (b) organizing a seminar on tourism, environment

and sustainable development in cooperation with UNEP, the World Tourism Organization (WTO) and other

organizations; (c) implementing the project on the integration of handicrafts and cultural artifacts with tourism

in Africa; (d) assisting member States to establish an association of tourism and hotel training facilities; (e) acti

vities by the Programme on Transnational Corporations within UNCTAD (formerly, the United Nations Centre

on Transnational Corporations) in cooperation with the Commission by organizing seminars on management and

contractual relations with the TNCs, technical assistance to African hotel owners, etc; (f) periodic consultations
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between African transport and tour operators to reduce the cost of tourism-related transport; and (g) to hold a

joint Conference of Ministers of Transport and Tourism to discuss the interface between the two sectors (opera

tive paragraph 3).

94. The resolution also requested the Commission, ADB, OAU and other institutions "to assist member

States in the mobilization offunds needed to finance ... projects (which help to promote African integration)

[through tourism development]" (operative paragraph 5); and the Commission was also requested "to report to

the next meeting of the Conference ofMinisters on the progress made in the implementation of this resolution"

(operative paragraph 6).

95. The third meeting of the Conference of the African Ministers of Tourism solidified the cooperation

between ECA, the European Community, OAU, WTO, the International Association of Hoteliers, and the

Association of Francophone Chambers of Commerce as partners in the development of tourism. In the spirit

of the new understanding between ECA, WTO and the European Community, the Commission held an experts

workshop in Addis Ababa on 16 and 17 June 1993, with representatives from OAU, the European Community

and WTO. The obj ective of this workshop was to set out a programme for the implementation of the resolutions

adopted by the African Ministers of Tourism at Tunis, and to define the contributions expected from each of

the partners.

96. Below is a brief account of the current status of the implementation of this programme:

(a) Tourism, environment and sustained development: The Commission has approached UNEP on

the question of resources needed to organize a workshop to define a follow-up programme of action. A

complete project has been submitted to UNEP;

(b) Integration of traditional arts and crafts into African tourism products: The Commission has

completed a study on traditional crafts-producers in Kenya. This study will be supplemented by additional on-

the-ground missions to a number of African countries. The information thus gathered will enable a sufficiently

representative sample of experiences to be constituted so that a seminar on the role of artisans can be organized.

Discussions are in progress with prospective donors and partners towards the project on traditional crafts-

producers and tourism development in Africa. The terms of reference for a series of studies and country

missions have been submitted to the donors with a view to ECA engaging a high-level consultant, if funds are

forthcoming.

Contacts established with la Maison de rAfrique and le Salon international de l'artisanat de

Ouagadougou (SIAO), an organization that enjoys the support of the European Community, have enabled the

establishment of a channel of communication on matters regarding coordination and cooperation. The Pan-

African Development Information System (PADIS), located within the Commission, was invited to participate

in the setting up of a data-bank for the project. The SIAO undertook, a mission to Addis Ababa in November

1993, which enabled the cooperation between this organization and the Commission to be better defined. ECA

will participate in a seminar on the role of artisans, which will be organized within the SIAO setting in

November 1994.

A project has been submitted to the European Commission. Within the EC, contacts have also been

established with a German organization called "Europe-Africa Cooperation for Handicraft" which is developing

a similar project in Africa financed by the European Community and the Government of Germany. The objec

tive is to establish cooperation with this organization, aimed at implementing the project on the ground;
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(c) The development of human resources: A comprehensive project document on the development

of human resources which required financing was submitted by the Eastern and Southern African Management

Institute (ESAMI), After its finalization by ECA, this project proposal is due to be submitted to the EC for con

sideration;

(d) The conference on tourism and transport in Africa: At the meeting of the Forum on Trans

port, the Commission intends to propose the convening of this conference. The African Ministers responsible

for transport and tourism should find little difficulty in convincing their governments. Ideally, the conference

should be held in a country whose Minister of transport is also responsible for tourism and which has achieved

considerable success in developing its tourism industry;

(e) Tourism promotion: On 19 November 1993, the European Community, under the auspices of

the London "World Travel Market", organized a get-together between European tourism operators in Africa,

African participants and WTO, in which the Commission played an active part. The meeting helped to define

the basis of the Pan-African Tourism Association. Its terms of reference, prepared by ECA and the Southern

Africa Region Tourism Council (SARTOC), are being finalized for distribution as a working document at the

next meeting which will take place under the auspices of the International Tourism-Fair of Berlin (ITB) in Berlin

in March 1994;

(f) The conference on tourism and African economic integration: OAU should take the lead role

in this project. ECA, however, has already drawn up the terms of reference for a meeting on this subject matter

which is included among its activities for 1994;

(g) The financing of tourism development projects: This is a suitable project which should be taken

up and implemented within the framework of the Joint OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat.

23. Strengthening development information systems

for regional cooperation and integration in Africa

[Resolution 766 (XXVIII)]

97. The Conference requested ECA/PADIS "to build elements of cost-recovery into its delivery of informa

tion services andproducts" (operative paragraph 1). It also requested the Commission "to continue its leader

ship role in the coordination ofdevelopment information and technology to respond to Africa's pressing develop

ment needs" (operative paragraph 4); and to seek additional resources for the Commission's subregional develop

ment information centres in the framework of the programme on statistical and information systems develop

ment" (operative paragraph 5).

98. In the spirit of this resolution, the Commission has launched efforts towards the mobilization of badly

needed additional resources in support of development information centres in Africa. In this regard, a new grant

for development information activities has been secured from the Canadian International Development Research

Centre (IDRC). The Commission has finalized project documents for the financing of PADIS Phase IV and they

have been forwarded to the European Community/ACP Group secretariat in Brussels, ADB, the Islamic

Development Bank and the Carnegie Corporation based in New York. Negotiations are also under way to

secure the participation of other donors, particularly the World Bank and the United States Agency for Interna

tional Development (USAID) in the catalytic project, with initial funding from the IDRC for the development

of electronic networking in Africa.
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99. The question of funding PADTS within the regular budget and the amount of resources required have

been studied in the context of the role of PADIS in the Commission subprogramme on Statistics and information
systems development. The level of resources required have also been identified. It was hoped that the resources

required would be reflected in the 1994-1995 programme budget. However, in endorsing ECOSOC resolution
1993/67 on Information systems development, the General Assembly noted that a review of future arrangements

for PADIS would be undertaken in the course of the 1994 and that the outcome of this review would be sub

mitted to the EGA Conference of Ministers for its consideration.

100. As in the case of the MULPOCs, the regular budget requirements of PADIS have also been reviewed
in the context of the triennial review of the implementation of the recommendations emanating from the in-depth

evaluation of the Commission's former programme of development issues and policies (DIP). The draft report
of the Executive Secretary on the triennial review contains relevant conclusions on the future of PADIS and on

which the Conference is invited to comment.

24. Strengthening the role of the Economic Commission for Africa to provide

team leadership and coordination of United Nations system activities

with a regional perspective in Africa

[Resolution 769 (XXVIII)]

101. In this resolution, ECOSOC and the General Assembly were called upon nto provide an updated legisla
tive framework for the regional commissions, concretizing the far-reaching process of reorganization of the

United Nations system, redistributing responsibilities among its entities and the role ofthe regional commissions

as arms of a single United Nations programme" (operative paragraph 1).

102. The United Nations Secretary-General was called upon "to strengthen the Inter-Agency Task Force which
brings United Nations system agencies together with leading regional organizations, with the aim of enhancing
efficiency and effectiveness through a fully coordinated approach to programme planning, resource allocation

and implementation to meet the development needs ofAfrican countries" (operative paragraph 2). All United

Nations system agencies active in Africa were urged "to work in close partnership with the Economic Commis
sion for Africa in the framework of the Inter-Agency Task Force monitoring the implementation of the New

Agenda" (operative paragraph 3). The Secretary-General was also called upon "to strengthen through specific

measures, the role of the Economic Commissionfor Africa as team leader and coordinator ofthe United Nations

system activities with a regional perspective to ensure rational implementation of the strategic objectives for

Africa's economic development within the context of the New Agenda" (operative paragraph 4).

103. The Executive Secretary was requested to submit to the next Conference of Ministers "a report on the

decisions that will have been taken by the General Assembly with respect to the restructuring of the United
Nations system in the economic and social sectors, including specific measuresfor strengthening the Economic

Commission for Africa" (operative paragraph 5).

104. This was presented at the June 1993 session of ECOSOC as a matter of record. ECOSOC nonetheless

adopted a similar resolution on "Strengthening the role of the regional commissions"

(ECOSbC resolution 1993/61). It was also decided that strengthening of the coordination functions of the

regional commissions will be one of the themes to be discussed at the coordination segment of the 1994

ECOSOC substantive session. The ECOSOC resolution 1993/61 was consequently not presented to the forty-

eighth General Assembly.
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105 The Inter-Agency Task Force monitoring the implementation of the New Agenda for the Development
of AfriJ(UN NADAF) contmued to function satisfactorily. The Commission hosted the: thir[meetmg of the
UnUd Nations inter-Agency Task Force on African Recovery and Development on 23 an* November 199
m Addis Ababa The Working Group was due to meet in Geneva on 28 February and 1 March 994_ A more
complete Veport on the implementation of the UN-NADAF will be presented to the twentieth meetmg of the Con-

ference of Ministers.

106 The restructuring of the United Nat.ons Organization is continuing apace, reinforced by General
A°tmbly resoton 48/162 on "Complementary measures to restructure and revitalize the United Nations
Organization within the economic, social and related areas'.

107 The earliest benefit to the Commission from the ongoing restructuring is expected to be the decentraliza
tion of region dvisory services within the United Nations budget. This should result m 12 additional regiona
dv.serrw.thin the CoLnission. bringing their number to 22. The bulk of the new techmcal resources are
expected be deployed in the Commission's subregional MULPOCs to strengthen them.

108 More importantly, however, is ECA's continued involvement in the follow-up of reviews undertaken
o the Urn a Sons system coordmation bod.es on the issue of the div.sion of labour and access to resource.
In hTs context the Commission has further actively pursued the development of a common position with the
other regTonal commissions in support of an independent funding mechanism for operational acUvmes which
would include specific facilities for regional priorities.

25. African Foundation for Research and Development (AFRAND)

109 No resolution was passed on this issue. However, the Conference commended the initiative to establish
he African Foundation for Research and Development (AFRAND). It expressed reservations, however, about
h appropriateness of establishing the foundation at a time when many techmcal regional institutions were

encountering managenal and financial difficulties and when rationalization of those institutions was bemg under-
taken.

110 The Conference, therefore, took note of the report on the proposed foundation, supported the concept,
and'requested the promoters to proceed with the feas.bility study and report to the next meetmg of the Con-

ference.

111 To this end, a feasibility study has been completed and the Task Force on AFRAND met in Nairobi in
May 1993 The Commission was represented at the meeting which evaluated the feasibility study report and
recommended that AFRAND be established. This meeting proposed the consolidation of the two organs, the
TechTaTAdvisory Committee and the Scientific Assembly, into one body, the Scientific Assembly. The organs
of AFRAND would therefore be the following: (a) the Governing Council, (b) the Executive Board, (c) the

Scientific Assembly, and (d) the Secretariat.

112 At asubsequent meeting of the Task Force in Gaborone, Botswana, on 1 November 1993, at which the
Commission was also represented, AFRAND's proposed charter and by-laws were reviewed. The Commission
scrutinized articles of the by-laws governing the appointment and remunerate of the Director and members
of the foundation's secretariat. Before being forwarded to the member States for approval, the proposed charter
and by-laws will be revised to take into account the Commission's observations.
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113. The Task Force also decided that a negotiating team was to finalize proposals for the selection of the

headquarters of the new organization. The same team will report on the progress achieved in the "Debt-for-

Science Swap" and other funding initiatives by the end of July 1994. Needless to say, the Commission has a

keen interest in these initiatives, and will follow the progress towards establishing a viable organization.

26. Improvement of communications with member States

114. Under any other business, the Conference urged the Commission "to improve the distribution of docu

ments to member States, particularly those on issues that required governments to take specific positions before

meetings". Member States were requested "to assist the secretariat by designating focal points responsiblefor

liaising with the secretariat",

115. To this end, the Commission contacted all the member States at the end of July and again in September

1993, requesting the names and addresses, including telephone, telex and tele-facsimile numbers of the country

focal points designated by the Governments of member States to whom the Commission's correspondence and

documents should be addressed. By the middle of February 1994, responses had been received from 35 member

States identifying their focal points. The member States that have not yet selected their focal points are urged

to do so in the near future and to supply the pertinent information to the Commission.

27. The establishment of an African fund for youth

116. The Conference of Ministers considered a report containing proposals for the establishment of an African

fund for youth and an African bank for women. While taking note of these proposals, the Conference cautioned

against the proliferation of regional funds, as some of the existing ones had not been functioning as effectively

as originally envisaged. The following recommendations for action by the secretariat were made: (A) to

undertake an in-depth feasibility study on both the bank for women and the youth fund, taking into account the

practical modalities for the mobilization and administration of financial resources; (b) to explore the possibility

of forming the proposed youth fund as a window of an existing financial institution such as ADB and, from the

perspective of the viability of this fund, to consider both social and commercial windows; (c) to draw upon the

experience of some African countries which had set up national funds to promote young people's income-

generating activities.

117. Towards fulfilling these recommendations, the Commission has included, in its programme budget for

1994-1995, the continuation of activities for the establishment of the proposed youth fund, including the pre

paration of progress reports. In addition, collaborative efforts are under way to convene an experts group meet

ing in June/July 1994 to consider and advise on the conduct of the feasibility study and on the practical

modalities for the establishment of both the women's bank and the youth fund. The financial outlay for this

expert group meeting is provided for in the Commission's regular budget.




