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A ORGANIZATION CF WCORK

‘1. The second meeting of the Committee of Experts of the ECA Multinational
Programming and Cperational Centre (MULPOC) for the member States of the Economic
Community of the Great Lakes (CEPGL) was held at Bujumbura, Burundi, on 17 and 18
January 1979. : : _

- Qpeningz of the meeting

2e The ﬁéetiﬁg was opened by lr. Bugaravuipollinaire, Director-General at the
Ministry of Planmning and Head of the Delegation of Rwanda, in his capacity as
- Chairman of the first meeting of the MULPOC Committee of HExperts. Opening siate=
~ ments were made by the Head of the Delegation of Burundi (the host country)
Mre Jo dHiyungeko, Director-General for Africa, Asia and Latin America at the
Ministry ©f Foreign Affairs and Co-operation; and Mr. 3ex D, Nomvete, the Chief of the
ECA Office of Economic Co-operation.

Attendance

3. All the member States of the Eccnomic Community of the Great Lakes countries,
i.esy Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire, were represented. The Hconomic Community of the
Great Lakes Countries, the department responsible for electrification in the Great
Lakes area and the Subregional Committee for the Integration of Women in the
Development Processalco sent delegations. The following international organizations
were represented by observers: United Nations Development Programme. (UKDP)).
International Labour Organisation (ILO), United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ), United Natiohs
Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCOy, World Health Organization
(WHO), and International Telecommunication Union (ITU).

Election of officers

4 Mre Jonathan'Niyungeko, Director-General at the iinistry of Foreign Affairs
and Co-operation of Burundi and head of the Delegation of Burundi was unanimously
elected Chairman of the second meeting of the Committee of Experts. The three
delegations agreed that there was no need to elect a Vice=Chairman, and the duties
of rapporteur were assigned to the ECA secretariat. - -

Be  ADOPTTOA CF THE AGENWDA.
5. 'The annotated draft agenda (ECA/MULPOC/Gisenyi/II/1), submitted to the
mee¥ing for its approval by Mr, Niyungeko (Burundi), “the Chairman, was unanimously
adopted as presented by ECA, It read as follows:

1. Opening of the meeting

2+ Ilection of officers

3. Adoption of the agenda and organizetion of work7(ECA/MULPOC/Gisenyi/II/l)

4. Progress report on implementation 6F approved work programme 1977/19?8,
and on related activities (ECA/MULPOC/Gisenyi/I1/2)
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5. Draft Work Programme 1979-1981 and financial and manpower requirements
(BCA/MULPOC/Gisenyi/I1/3)

6. Co-operation arrangements between ECA/MULPOC and.the secretariat of the
Teonomic Community of the Great Lakes Countries (ECA/MULPOC/Gisenyi/I1/4)

7. Arrangements for the fifth ECA Conference and fourteenth session of the
Commission which will be held in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, 20=28-March
1979 (EC4/MULPOC/Cisenyi/TE/5) -

8, Arrangements for the szcond ECA Pledging Conference, Rabat, Kingdom of
Morocco, 23-31 March 1979 (ECA/MULPOC/Gisenyi/11/5) ' T

9. Other matters:

10. Consideration of the agenda for.the second meeting of the Council of
Ministers

" 11, Adoption of the report and recommendatioms of the second meetihg of
‘' the Council of Ministers

C.  PROCEEDINGS

ibpening statements

'6;  In his opening statemént, MNr. J. Hiyungeko, Director-General at the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs and Co-opération and head of the delegation of Burundi,
welcomed all the participsnts to the meeting and thanked the other Governments

for having responded so promptly to the invitation issued by the Governments of
Burundi. He stressed the importance the Governments attached to the WULFOC,
which had been created to strengthen their efforts to promote cconomic co~opera~
tion.. He said it would be helpful.for the Neeting of Experts to include discussions
on issues which now determined or would eventually affect the collective well-being
of the rural population. In connexion with the arrangements for co-operation
between the Community of the Creat Lakes Countries and the MULPOC, he pointed out
that the MULPOC was expected to co-ordinate its activities very closely with those of
CEPGL. He also stressed the importance of the role played by the ECA/MULPOC in

the implementation of projects furthering the economic and social development of

the Community. '

Te Before concluding his address, he said that the discussions were again bound
to illustrate the interdependence of the three countries and hence to identify
favoured fields for co—operation in the next few years. The decisions taken in
that regard should determine what steps should be taken towards dynamic economic
integration. In closing, he wished the participants every success in their work.

8. Mr. Bax womvete, head of the NCA Office of Economic Co-operation, took the
floor on behalf of the Executive Secretary first of zll to thank the Goverument
and people of Burundi for the warm, brotherly welcome they had extended to all the
participants in the meeting. -He then outlined the various items on the agenda,
providing additional details as %o the programme of work. and priorities proposed
for the period 1979-1981. At the the meeting, the Committee was being asked to

evaluate the following topics:

(i) Integrated development of the Ruzizi Valley;
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(1ii) Study of the Lubutu-Biruwé section of the Bukavu-Walikale~Kisangani
roads;

(iv) HZstablishment of a centre for the development and use of scientific
equipment; :

(v) &tudy of the impact on the enviroament of the devel opment of tourism in
the Great Lakes area;

(vi) Integration of women in economic development.

9. He pointed out that the six projects listed above had been formulated on the
basis of decisions taken at the inaugural meeting of the MULPCC and in consulta-
tion with CEPGL and each of the Jovermments cchcerned. The last two progects
llsted were an initegral part of the LCA programme of work.

10. He reminded the participants that in their congsideratim of the draft programme
before them, the three States were sovereign and that the decisions they took would
be the ones implemented.

li. On the question of financial contributions to the MULPCC, he specified that
the only pledges -imzneted from the following sources:

(i} The UsDP Bureau for Africa, which had agreed to consider the possibility
of raising the UNDP contribution from $US 200,000 to 3iUS 250,C00 per
year for the period 1979-1981;

(ii) The regular ECA United Nations budget for technical aseistance, from
which $US 40,00C a year was being allocated;

(i1i) The Government of the United States of America (USAID), which had
allocated {US 117,000 for the studies required for the Ruzizi Valley
Project,

12. He informed the meeting that the Executive Secretarv of ECA attached great
importance to the arrangements for the second ECA Pledging Conference to be held
at Rabal, Tingdom of Meorocco, and the firth ECA Conference of finisters. A4t these
two meetings pelicy decisions would bhe taken on ICA's over-all work programme and
on the mobilization of additiocnal resources for its implementation.

Consideration of the interim report on implementation of approved work programme
1977-1976 and on related activities (apenda item 4) (ECA/MULPCC/Gisenyi/IL/2? ).

13. The Team Leader of the (isenyl MULPCC, introduced his progress report .
covering the period Cctober 1977 to Octeber 1978. In his statement, he first
touched on the measures for the physical installation of the NULPOC, including
those taken to arrange and furnish the offices with the assistance of the Govern—-
ment of Rwanda, the host country. He then informed the participants that duriag
the period under review the main thrustof the work of the MULPOC had beern the
consultaticns with the secretaria® of the Economic Community of the Great Lakes
Countries and with representatives of its member countries with a view to
determining the structure of co-operation between the MULPGC and CEPGL for the
implementation of the projects adopted at the Inaugural Conference of the Gisenyil
MULPOC held in Cctober 1977. He informed the participants that the MULFOC had
been effectively represented -t 211 the meetings jof officlals,and Miniztors
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of CEPGL, the most recent meeting of the Council of Ministers and the CEPGL

Summit Conference held in September 19780. IHe also provided information concerning
the advisory missions carried cut in the member countries for the purposes of
monitoring views and observations to be used in formulating the programme of work
and priorities for the period 1979~1981. 1In addition he told the participants
that the MULPC{ Team had been represented at the following gathering in addition
to the meetings organized by CEPGL:

(g) Round Table on Foreign Assistance to Burundi, Bujumbura, February 1578;

(g) Ceremorny markiog the investiture of the secretariat of the Pan~African
Telecommuirications Union, held at iinshasa, Zaire, in June 1978;

(g) A national symposium organized by the Government of Rwanda with
assistance from the MULPOC on stratezies and policies for industrizlization as
required by the Lima Declaration and Plan of Action. The gympozsium constituted a
phase in the preparations for the African Regiomal Symposium to be held in 1978 on
the same topice.

14. He presented a brief summary of the results of the ilnaugural meeting of the
Subrezional Committee for the Iniegrat1on of Women in the Development Process,
held on 11 and 12 January 1979.

15. In conclusion, he thanked the Goveranment of Rwanda, UWDP and CEPGL for the
assistance they had provided the MULPOC team during the period under review.

Draft work programme 1979=1981 and financial and manpower requirements (agenda
item 5) (ECA/MULPOC/Gisenyi/I1/3)

16, The HULPCC Team Leader presented the draft programme of work and priorities
to the participants for their consideration. They proceeded to examine the projects
included in the draft, as follows:

The Ruzizi Valley Davelopment Progsramme (project 1)

17. In considering this project, the participants noted that since 1977 when

the project had been adopted by the Heads of State of the CEPCGL countries at
their Summit Conference and since the inaugural meeting of the MULPOC, much had
been done by esach of the member States to develop the Ruzizi Valley. In addition
to those projects which had been completed, many projects and sectorzal studies
were still being carried out.

18. The participants were of the view that the project in question should

reframed under the 5-year programming exercise currently beiung worked ocut by

CEPGL with a view to the comprehenzive and harmonious integration of the activities
of the MULPOC and those of CUPGL and in order to avoid duplication. Thus,
co-operation among the countries members of the MULPOC would be strengthened within
a more dynamic scheme in a way which would enhance the economic and social develop-
ment of ithe member States.

19, The participanis also asked the ECA secretariat not to present the programme
of worit and priorities in general terms. From now oa they wanted the studies to
be more detailed and to take zccount of projects which had been completed or were
still heing implemented so that the approaches taken by projects coculd be more
accurately defined.
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20. The participants selected the following priority sectors within the Ruzizi
Valley Development Programne.

(3) In théniighf of food requirements, top priority to be given to _
agricultural production and the development of agricultural resources on ?he basis
of existing or on-going projects; the possibility of carrying out the project on

electrification in the Creat Lakes Countries in co-operation with EGL;

(b) - The development of means of-transport to facilitate the movement of
persons and goods; g

(g) Promotion of trade among the countries in the Community on the basis of
the output of the Ruzizi Valley in particular. '

21, Finally, after a constructive discussion, the following action was recopmended:

(g) The preparation of an iaventory by the ECA/MULPOC of all existing and
on-going projects and of projects yet to be identified to make it possible to
gselect projects which would promote integration in a way that was beneficial to
all the States members of the MULPCC;

(E) Study of the possibilities of promoting trade in products from the
Ruzizi Valley among the countries in the Commmity and of obstacles to guch trade;

(¢c) Study of transport facilities in the Ruzizi Valley with a view to
promoting the movement of persons and goods. o

Establighment of a multinatiohal cargo airline for the transport of goods
(Broject 2)

22. The participants gave thorough consideration to this project, and in the
light of the following considerations, decided to reformulate- the title and
objective of the project:

(2) Inventory of the freight capacity of the pational airlines of the
various countries;

(2) Study of the possibilities -of strengthening co~operation among the
three countries where air freight was concerned;

(g) Reformulation of the objectives of the project by eliminating Phase III
of the plan of implementation, which would be examined later in the light of the
recommendations cmenating from the studies requested in subparagraphs g) and
(o) above.

23, To that end, the representative of the kCA secretariat suggested that the
project title should be changed to read: "Promotion of co-operation and of the
co—ordination of the operations of existing carge airlines”: That title was
adopted.

2?4, As for the restatement of the objectives of Phases I and II under the plan
of implementation in the lisht of the amendments sproposed by the participants,
the ECA secretariat would reformulate the project on the basis of the discussions
recorded above. )
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8tudy of the Lubutu-Biruwé pdrtion of the Bukavu-Walikale-~Kisangani Hipghway
(project 3) ’ - :

25. The participants considered this project in the light of the action under—
taken by CEPGL and recommended its inclusion in the work programme of the MULPOC.

Creation of a centre for the development and use of scientifié equipment

{(project 4)

26, The participants examined this project with great interest and asked the
secretariat to explain why it was being extended to cover both the Yaounde and the
Gisenyi MULPCCs. After hearing the Jetailed information provided by the secrgtariat
in that connexion, the participants recommended the adoption of the project provided
that: » :

- (g) 1t was approved by the Yacunde MULPCC at the second meeting of its
Council of Ministers; .

'(E)' UnESCC participated in the studies required for the project and in its
implementation; - : : S

'(g) The States in the o MULPGCs worked together to complete the project.

study on the impact of tourism in the Great Lakes region on the envifonment
(project 5) '

27« In the course of the discussion on this pro. ect, it was observed that the
question of environment covered more than tourism zlonc and that enviroamental
problems related to all sectors of developments iention was made of a study
covered by CEPGL on the development of tourism, which had already been submitted
to the momber States. At the end of the discussion, it was suggested that the
georetariat of CEPCL might subsequently determine what contribution the MULPOC
would make studies on the development of tourism as recommended by the member
States.

Integration of Women in Economic Development in Africa (prbject 5)

28, In introducing this project, the ECA representative drew attention to the
recommendations on the decentralization of the activities of the African Training
and Research Centre for Women {ZCA/ATRCW) adopted at the Regiomal Conference on
Women and Development held at Nouakchott from 27 September to 30 Cectober 1977.

29. She also described the work done at the inaugural meeting of the Subregional
Committee on the Integration of Women in the Development Frocess held at Gisenyi,
Rwanda, on 1l and 12 Januvary 1979. :

30. The representative of the Subregional Cmmmittee introduced a 4-point priority

programme for the integration of women in the development process in the countries
‘members of the MULPCC, as follows:

(a) Creation of national and subregiomal machinery;
(b) Training in the techniques of project formulaticn;

(¢) Training and follow-up in connexion with co-operatives and with the

oy o A 3 T et ta e At oo e
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(d) Optimal -exploitation and use of energy resources, especially peat; to
meet household requirements with a view to relieving women of the burden or,
gathering firewood.

31les She also remwnaed the partlulpants that at the meeting of the Subregional
Committes, UNDP had beeu asked to provide the MILPOC with the fands related %
assign an etperu to he P ogramme on the integration of women in the aevnlopmpnt
prOCF‘oSn _ b

32, In conclusion of their discussica of this project, the partlctpants mads th<
following reconmendabions: e

Q;) As of%on ag possible the ECA/MULPOC should include a women's coﬁpon@nt
in its projects;

(b) Couniries members of the ECA/NULPOC which were still without national
machinery in this field should establish such machinery, and women should ftake
part in the formulation of national dovelopment plans;

(¢) Training should be provided in the techniques of project formulation.

33e.. The participants also considered the request relating fto the representation
of the Subregional Jomriftee Ffor Women in the decision-making bodies of ‘the
EEA/NULPOC and recommended that the Committee should be represented in the
Committee of Cfficizlss

Pro ect on flshlng and pOSSlbllltleo of transport on Lakes Kivu and Tanginvika
Zproaect 75 : T —

340 ‘'The participants asked that %wo additional projects should be included in
the programme of work and priorities - one on fishing and pessibilities of
transport on Lake Kivu and the other on fishing and possibilities of transport
on Lake Tanganyika.

35. After the inclusion of those projects was proposcd,; the represeptative of
the ECA secretariat informed the participants that the projects cuncerned bad
already been included in the programme of work of EA, It was pointed out

that the Lake Tanganyika progrct concerned countriss uot members of CEPSL as
well as the CEPGL countries

36, Tn the light of the cxplanations furnished by the secrﬂtarlat, the participarnice
ssked the MILPOC to work with the Lusaka MILPOC in keeping track of thosr projects.

Go—op@ration arrangements bttWP°ﬂ ICA/MILPOC and the s2cceetariat of the Edonomlc
Community of the Great Lakes Countriss (agende,_itom 65 (A /¥ILPOC/Gisen POC 7hlseny1;II /4)

37« The Compittee examined the Dratt Memorandum of Understanding briween the
United Hations Feconomic Commission for Africe and the Community of the Grea®
Lakee Countrizs, which was adopted with the following amendments:

(a) The first preambular paragraph wes amended as follows:

"The TUnited Nations Hoonomic Commission for Africa (hersinafter
referred to as "HCAY), reprosented by its Executive Secretary, and the
Economic Commmity of the Great |akes Countries (hereinafier referred to as
"the Community®)};, represented by its Executive Secretary #



E/CN.14/TiCO/INF/17
Page 8

() The following clause was added to paragraph 2 of Article ITT after the
words *gdch joint action':

“"and shall inform the member States in advance of any decisions it may
deoide to take”,

Arrangements for the fifth HCA Conference and fourtcenth sesszion of the Commission
which will be held in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, 20=28 March 1979 {agenda itenm 73

(ECA/MILPOC/Cisenyi/I1/6)

38+  After document ECAL/MILPOC/Gisenyi/I1/6 ha< been introduced by the represento
tive of the ACA s~cretariat, it was considered by th- Committee, which took note of
th= following arrang-mznis:

(g) The programme of werk and priorities of the Gisenyi MILPOC would bo
integrat>d into the over-all programme of work of WCA and submitted to the
Conferenc: of Minist-rs at Robat, MWorocco;

(b) The Chairman of the Council of Ministers of %he Gisenyi MILPOC would
introduce th> programme of work and priorities;

(g) The Chairman of the currcnt meeting of the Committee of Officials would

assist the Technical Committee of Experts in its comsidcration of the work programme
of the MILPOC, '

srrangements for the second HCA Pledging Conference,; Rabut, Kingdom of Morocco,
29 and 30 March 1 agenda titem 8) ¢ MJLPOC/Gisenyi/II/6

39« The participants took note of the appeal launched by the Executive Secretary
of HCA with regard to the second Pledging Conference of Plenipotentiaries of .
African Governments for the purposeof mobilizing all resources needed o implement
the programme of work and priorities approved by the Ministers for ' the medium=term
period 1977-1981~1986. ‘ '

40« PFurthermore, the Committ~e notad with appreciation the anmouncement made by the
delegation of Zaire to the effect that arrangements had alrsady been mad- for the
payment of that country’s errcarss,

Other matters (azenda item 9)

4ls HWo guestions wore raised under this iteme

onda for the socond measting of the Council of

Consideration of the draft s
Minist-ra (agrnda item 10

42, The meeting adoptod th: provisional ag nda as submittod by ths FOA s-oretarist
(s~e annex T to this report).
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ANWEX L

Annotated provizional agenda

l, Opening statements

Opening statements will be made by a Minister of the Republic of Burundi
and the Executive Secretary of LCA.

2. Klection of cofficers

The meeting will elect a Chairman and a Rapporteur.

3. Adeoption of the agenda and crganization of work

The meeting will adopt its agenda and decide on procedures for conducting
the business of the meeting.

e Submission of report and recommendations by the Chairman of the second
Jeimesting of the Commlitce of (fficials

5e Consideration of the report and recommendations of the Committea _of -(Fficizls

Consideration of the report and recommendations of the Committee of Ofricals
will focus on the following items:

(a) Draft work programme 1979-1981;

(b) Co-operation arrangements between ECA/MULPOC and the secretariat of the
Fconomic Community of the Great Lakess

(g) Arrangements for the fifth ECA Conference of Ministers which will be
held in Rabat, :ingdom of liorocco, 20-2) .arch 1979

(d) Arrangements for the second FCA Pledging Conference which will be held
in Rabat, ¥ingdom of Morocco, cn 29 and~30: Mzrch 1970.

6.  Any other business

Under this item the Council will consider other matters which Honourable
Ministers may wish to raise.

7. Adoption of the repert

The Council will consider =nd adopt their report.

8. Date and venue of the next meeting

The Council 'will be called upon to Dropose a date and venue for the next-meeting.

9. Closing of the meeting
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AnnEX 1L

Recommendation of the mobilizstion of resources for the

multinational programming and operational centre

for the Great Lakes Countries

The Committee of Officisls,

Commendine the revised programme of work for 1979-1981

Noting that the Africa Dureau of the United dations Develcpment Programme
has earmarked $US 200, 00C per annum for each of the four Multinational Programming
and Operational Centres couth of the Sahara for the period 1978-1981 and that the
ltssigtant Administrator of the Development Programme and Director of the Africa
dureau has agreed to study the possibility of increasinr this allocation as from
January 1977 as follows:

Great Lakes Centre (Gisenyi) LS 256. 000
Central African Centre {Yaounde) 218 350. 000
West Africea Centre (Lilamey) (US 350 000

Fastern and Southern African
Centre (Lusaka) 5US 500 000

Recognizging that the implementation of the work programme will require
resources over and above those likely to be provided out of the limited regular
budget of the Hconomic Commission feor Africa,

1. Requests all United sntions specialized agencies and other relevant
United watio..s bodies to reinforce the rescurces of the Multinatichal Programming
and Cperational Centre by using their own funds to provide for the services of
experts and for any studies needad to .implement projects in their respective
fields of competence;

2. Yxhorts the Team Leader of the Multinational Programme and Cperational
Centre for the Countries in the Ureat Lakes Community to enter into consultations
with the United wations Development Programme Resident Representatives in those
countries o determine whether, with the consent of the Governments and i
executing agencles concerned, those experts assigned to a country or region,
whole services are financed by the United pations Development Programme, could be
seconded to the Multinational Prosramming and Cperationsal Centre on a short—temm
basis to implement . oprclflcr projects managed by the Centre and of direet
interest to those countrice in which thosé cxperts are worklng;

3. Invites member countries of the subrezion to make contributions in cash
or kind ag well as through technical assistance arrangensints;

4. VUrges the Jorld 3ank, the Africun Develcopment 3ank and the other multi-
lateral and bilateral donor SUEHcle to provide rescurces in support of the
Great Lakes Community MULPCC;

5. Invites doaor Governments and orgsalzations to provide assistance in cash
or kKind and to co—operate in ensnrine that the Meaod © ole (% a o x






