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4. ORGANIZATION OF WORK
1. The second meegting of the Council of Ministers of the Multinational Programming

and Operational Centre (MULPOC) for member States of the Economic Community of the
Great Lakes (CEPGL) took place on 19 January 1979 in Bujumbura {Burundi).

Opening of the meeting

2. The Chairman of the first meeting of the Council of Ministers, His Excellency

Mr, Mulindangabo Ambroise, Minister of Planning and head of the Rwandan delegation,
opened the second meeting of the Council of Ministers. The leader of the delegation
of Burundi (the host country), His Excellency Mr. Donatien Bihute, Minister of
Planning, and Mr. Adebayo Adedeji, Executive Secretary of ECA, made opening statements.

Attendangg

3. All the member States of the Economic Community of the Great Lakes, namely,
Buruedi, Rwanda and Zaire, were representef as was the Economic Community of the
Great Lakes. The following intergovernmental organizations alsc attended as observers:
EGL, U¥DP, ILC, UNIDO, FAO, UNESCC, WHO znd ITU. ’

Election cf officers {agenda item 2)

4. 4t this second meeting of the Council of Ministers, His Excellency Mr. Donatien
Bihute, Minister of Planning and leader of the Burundi delegation, was unanimously
elected Chairman. It was unanimously agreed that no vice-chairman should be elected
and the task of rapporteur was entrusted to the ECA secretarias.

B. AGENDA

5« The annotated provismional agenda (ECA/MULPOC/Gisenyi/II/B) submitted to the
meeting by the Chairman was unanimcusly adopted. The agenda was as followss

1. Opening statements
2. Election of officers
3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

4. Presentation of the report and recommendations by the chairman of the
second meeting of ithe Committee of Officials

5. Consideration of the report and recommendations of the Committee of
Officials

6. Other matters
7. Adoption of the report
8. Date and place of the next meeting

9., Closure of the meeting



E/CN.14/INF/99
Page 2

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening statements o - ‘ e - . .

6; In hié opening statement His Excellency, Mr. Donatien Bihute, Minister of
Planning and leader of the Burundi delegation,welcomsd 21l the participants on
ba~half of hig Government and on his own behalf. .

T. ~He emphasized the need for close collaboration between the Gisenyi MULPOC and
.CEPGL. He also pointed out that the three States had entrusted to CEPGL the all-
important-and inspiring task.of leading them to co-operate closély and ultimately:
achieving economic union and integration which had been started during the colonial
times but which had been shattered when the three States acceded to independence.

8. He said that the MULPOC should therefore participate actively in the task of
working out precise definitions of the criteria for determining projects of common
interest so that the programme of work and projects selectéd should be con31stent
with the interests of the entire community. - ~
9. He pointed out that the industrial fipld should be. given the ‘emphasis that it
deserved in the activities of CHPGL and of the Glsenyl MULPOC 80 that thls key
sector would no longer be backward, .

10. Lastly, he wished the Council of Ministem every sucoess in its pfforts to -
strengthen the basis for community co-operation. S

11. The next speaker,-Mr. Adebayo Adedeji, Executive Secretary of TCA, thanked

the Government and pecple of Burundi for their warm and fraternal welcome to
participants. He recalled that the inaugural meeting of the MULPOC held in October
1977 in Gisenyi had been a milestone in the economic development of the countries
of the Great Llakes. =

12. He took the opporturnity to introduce the HMULPOC Team Leader, Professor Bagza,

and his colleagues who were attending the Council meeting for the first time. He

also expressed satisfaction at seeing that the Gisenyi MULPOC had already achieved
positive results although it had been in existencs only a short time.

13. He expressed the hope that &t that second meeting of the Council of Ministers
it would be possible to review the progress made since the inaugural meeting and
to draw up a realistic plan of action for 1979<1981.

14. He pointed out that the differences between and specific features of the five
MULPOCs had been obvious from the beginning., Although the Gisenyi MULPOC covered
only three countries its work was hot the easiest by any means because those three
couniries were among the least developed countries in the third world.

15. He said that in Africa independence had not produced the hoped - for resulis
because development Had proved 2 more complex task than hzad been anticipated. In the
African context it had been found that economic development could take place only
within the framework of close multinational economic co~operation. Accoprdingly,

the Gisenyi MULPOC and CEPGL were invaluable tools for promotlng co—operation between

and action in the three Great Lakes countries.
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16. He then recalled that ECA and OAU had declared the year 1979 . the year in which
TCA would celebrate its twenty-first anniversary - a year of reflexion. Accordingly,
offorts should be made to look back to see what had been achieved in the economic

and social fields. In that connexion he mentioned the numerous ingtitutions that

had been established — including ADB, IDEP and ATRCYW - in order to promote economic
and social development in the African countries.

17. He recalled that ECA's ultimate goal was to promote dynamic economic co-operation.
He agsured the Council that FCA with the financial assistance of UNDP would spare no
effort to achieve the objectives assigned to the Gisenyi MULPOC. Finally, he appealed
to member States to suppori the MULPOC's efforts.

Proceedings

- g m e e e ke M g A W G e M e e e ok W

18, The Chairman of the second meeting of the Committee of Officials of the Gisenyi
MULPOC presented the report and recommendations to the Council of Ministers.

19. The Council decided to 2dd two priority projects to the list of projecta selected
by the Committee of Officials, namely:

(1) The study, with a view to achieving the economic integration of the
CEPCL countries, of mechanisms for harmonizing:

- industrial policies
- customs policies

- ©payments methodé;

(2) The study of the development of the transport infragiructure and
: fishing in the Great Lakes countries including on Lakes Kivu and Tanganyika.

20. The Council asked the Gigenyi MULPOC to draft, together with the OEPGL secretariat
the terms of reference of the above-mentioned projects which were considered of the
utmost priority. It recommended that the MULPOC should make every effort to make up

a team of experts as soon A= poseible to prepare a study and recommendations in these

areas and to submit them to the policy-making organs of CEPGL.

21. The Council of Ministers then adopted the programme of work and priorities for
the period 1979-1981 which included the following nrojects listed in order of priority:

(Project 1)} Study with a view to achieving the economic integraiion of
mechanisms for harmoniging industrial and customs polfthies and
payments methods in the CEPGL countries.
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(Project 2} Study of the development of the transport infrastructure
in the Great Lakes countries including on Lakes Kivu and

Tanganyika.

(Project 3) Promotion of co-operation and co-ordination of air freight
: activities of national airlines. ' '

(Project 4) Study on the Lubutu-Biruwé section of the Bukavu-Walikale-
¥isangani road.

(Project 5) Integrated development of the Ruzizi Valley.

(Project 6) Establishment of a centre for the development and use of
gecientific teaching materials. ¥

(Project 7) Study of the impact of the development of tourism on the
enviromment in the Qrecat Lakes subregion.

(Project 8) Integration of women in development.

Co-operation agreement between ECA and the Bconomic Community of the Great
Iakes Countries (agenda item H(b) — document ECA/MULPOQ/Gisenyi/II/4

59, The Council of Ministers congidered the draft co-operatilocn agreement
between the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the Community
of the Great Lakes.

23, It =2dopted the agreement 28 amended by the Committee of Officials.
Preparations for the fifth meeting of the Conference of Ministers and

fourteenth session of ithe Commigsion to be held in Rabat (Morocco) from
50 to 28 March 1979 (agenda item 5(c) — document FCA/MULPOC/Cisenyi/11/5

24. The document was imtroduced by the ECA secrctariat and the Council
considered it and took note of the following arrangements:

(3) The programme of work and priorities of the Gisenyi MULPOC would
be integrated in the over-all programme of work of ECA and submitted to the
Conference of Ministers in Rabat;

(b) The Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Gisenyi MULPOC
would submit the programme of work and priorities; :

(¢) The Chairman of the meeting of the Committee of Officials would
belp the Technical Committee of Experts in its congideration of the programme
- of work of his MULPCC.

Arrangements for the second ECA Pledging Conferenoce (agenda item 5(d) -
Jooument ECA/MULPOG/Gisenyi/11/6

25, The Council of Ministers took note of the appeal by th= Executive
gecretary of ECA concerning the second Pledging Conference of African
Government Plenipotentiaries with a2 view to mobilizing zll the resources
needed to implement the programme of work and priorities to be approved
by the Commission for the medium-term period 1977-1981-1986,

o e 1 Al mated with gatisfFaction the statement by the
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Other matters (2genda item 6)

27. The Executive Secreiary of ECA provided information concerning the
egtablishment of multinational centres for mineral resource development.

The Council noted the interest of such centres and taok note of the proposal
by the Executive Secretary to have = meeting of experts and plenipotentiaries
to consider the report and measures +to take to establish 3 multinational
mineral resource development centre covering the Gisenyi and Yaoundé MULPOCs.

Adoption of the report - (agenda item 7) — document ECA/MULPOC/Gisenyi/I;[9

58, The draft report of the Council of Ministers was discussed and was
adopted as amended by the Council. It wae agreed that the resolution and
vote of thanks to the Government ani peopls of Burundi should be included
28 annexes to the report. Concerning the report of the Committee of
Officials, the Council decilded to congider it, once it had been adopted,

an integrate part of this repori, bearing in mind the amendments made to it
by the Council.

29, Two amendments were made %o the draft reaolution en the mobilization

of resources for the Gisenyl MULPOC submitted to the Council, dezling with

the strengthening of the WILPOC's human resources aznd the provision of
effective means of communication (radio and felephone initially and telex
later) between the MULPOC and ECA headcuarters on the one hand, and between
menber States on the other. Tho resolucios was adopted as amended. The text
of the resolution mav be fouvnd in annex I.

Date and place of the next meeting (agends 1tem 8)

30. The Council accepbed with great 454 iafaction the invitatilon from citizen
Mulumba, Commissalie d'Ftat au Plan, in Zaire to hold the meetings of the
MULPOC scheduled for January 1980 in nis country.

Closure of the meeting (agerdz isen 97

31, In order to cxpress its deep gratitude to the people and Government of
Buruudi, the Council ssked the Bxecutlve Secrelary of ECA to transi:it to the
Government of Burundi the vote of thenks the text of which is reproduced in
annex 1I.

32. After thanking 211 the parbticipants for the gerious work they had
accomplished in a2 short space of %ime thanks ‘o their congtant desire to

find solutioms to African dovelopment problems in general and to develop-
ment problems of their MULPOC in particular, the Executive Secretary made

5 long impromptu gtatement on cevelopment prospects and problems in Africa
and in the subregion of the Beonomic Community of the Great Lakes. He recalled
once again that ECA's main goal was and would continue to be the promotion of
cconomic co—operation at the regional znd subregional levels with a view to
achieving economlc integration. In sonclusion, he again appealed to member
States to aid and support the efforts of ECA and the MULPCC, its operational
arm, to implement 2 good part if not all the priority projecta on which the
cconomic integration of CFPCL member ccuntries was to be based during the
period 1979-1961.

33, The Chairman of the Council of Hinisters, His Excellency Mr. Donatien
Bihute, Minister of Planning and leader of the Burundi delegation, thanked
21l participants for their active participation in the debates which had
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enabled the Council to select a number of projects that would contribute

to the integration of the subregion. On behalf of the Council, he asked the
Executive Secretary to convey his congratulations to ECA and the MULPOC for
the serious thorough work and which had enabled the meeting to achieve very
positive results.

34. Finally, the Chairman declared closed the second meeting of the Council
of Ministers of the Multinational Programming znd Operational Centre for
member States of ithe BEconomic Community of the Great Lakes.
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Annex I

ANNEX I

RESOLUTION ON THX PROJECT DOCUIMENT CONCERNING THE MULPOC
OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF THE GREAT LAKES

The second meeting of the Council of Ministers of the MULPOC serving
members of the Economic Community of the Great Lakes,

, Taking note of the report of the Committee of Officials held at

' Bujumbura EBu di) from 17 to 19 January 1979,

_ Considering that strengthening subregional integration is essential
to the development of specific programmes- in inter alia industry, trade,

energy, transport, education, trdining, and urban and raral development,
with a view to ralslng the population's standard of llving,

Noting that in its resolutlon 2054 (LXII) of § Way 19?7, the Bconomic
and Social Council expressed concern 1t the lack of necessary financial
and personnel resources which had prevented the developing countries from
setting up and maintaining on their own an effectlve vehlcle to prov1de
training at all levels, :

Recalling operative paragraph 2 of resolution 311(XIII) of the Commission
on the establishment of" Wultlnatlonal Programmlng and Operatlonal Centres
(MULPOCs ), -

Recognizing the need to mobilize resources for the promotion of economic
integration in Africa,

Noting also that the United Nations Development Programme requires
countries to endorse all regional projects submitted to it for funding,

1. Urgently requests member States to integrate the MULPOC programme
of work in their national development plans;

2. Approves the UNDP project document concerning the Great bLakes
Community MULPOC for the period 1979-1981 so that implementation of the
priority projects selected, including the one concerning the integration of
women in development, may proceed;

3, Expressea its gratitude to the United Nations Development Progrunme
for its financial contribution to the implementation of the programme of work
of the Great Lakes Community MULPCC in particular for having agrsed to raise
itg annual contribution from $200,000 to $250,000 for the period 1979-1981;

4. Expresses its conviction that ECA will continue 2nd will intensify
its efforts %o establish, at the naticnal and regional level, an effective
machinery to improve subregional economic integration in the region;

5. Undertakes to make the most of ths services provided under the MULPOC
programme;

6. Authorizes the Executive Secretary to sign, on behalf of member
Governments, the project document presented to the United Nations Development
frogramme;

7. Urgently requests the specialized agencies of the United Nations
avatem. the World Bank. the African Development Bank, the Arab Bank for




E/CN.14/THF/02
Annex I
Page 2

. 8. Recommends that the Team Leader of the Great Lakes Community MULPOC
should begin consuliations with UNDP. Resident Representatives 3t the MULFCC
level, so that the experts assigned to natignal and subregionazl projects by
teochnical assistance agencies may, with the consent of the Governmants
concerned, be assigned temporarily to implemeht” certain MULPOC projesets with
limited means; ' : ‘ ‘

9. Invites member countries of the MULPOC 2%t the second ECA Pledging
Conference %o be held in Rabat (Morocco) or 29 ahd 30 .March 1979, to respond
to the appeal by the Executive Seeretary of ECA for the mobilization of tle
additional resources needed to implement the MULPOC's programme of work. and
priorities;

10. Requests the Executive'ééoretary of ECA to strengthen the team of
experts of the Gisenyi MULPOC in order that the Centre's programme of
activities may be carried out; T . S

vl T b

_ 11, Recommenda that, in view of the difficulties the Centre is
experiencing in communicating with member States on the one hand and with
ECA headquarters on *hé other, the Executive Seoretary of ECA should provide
the Gisenyi MULPOC with fast and efficient $elecommunications. .
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ANNEX II

VOTE OF THANKS TO THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF BURUNDI

The Council of Ministers which held its second meeting in Bujumbura
(Burundi) on 19 January 1979,

Deeply grateful to tho Government of the Republic of Burundi for its
Very generous hospitality in providing facilities and services for the second
meeting of the Committee of Officials and the second meeting of the Council
of Ministers of the Multinational Programming and Operational Centre serving
member States of the Zconomic Community of the Great Lakes,

Conscious of the faet that the facilities and services Provided by the
host Government of the Republic of Burundi for these two meetings enabled the
policy-making bodies of the MULPOC to consider the programme of work for the
period 1979-1981 and to work out the arrangements for the fifth meeting of
the Conference of Ninisters and the second ECA Pledging Conference to be held
in Rabat (Morocco) in March 1979,

l. Addresses its thanks to His Excellency Jean--Baptiste Bagaza, President
of the Republic of Burundi; and to the Government and people of Burundi for
their warm hospitality and the various facilities and services which they
generously made wvailable to the meetings and the participants;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to trsnsmit thig resolution
to the Government of the Republic of Burundi.





