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- “Exeécutive Summary . SRR

‘1. ‘ithe- Third Annual: -‘Meeting of the- Intéragency- Group for:Water in
Africa (IGWA) ‘was- organlzed by UNECA +and- hosted by UNEP~1n Na1rob1
~from 15 to ‘16" NOVember 1994. TR -“'u" ‘

- . . - - -
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2. The meetlng was attended by high leVel representatlves from
" WHO.” WMO,- UNEP, - UNIDO, - TAEA UNECA UNESCO UNCHS and nger ‘Basin
'Authorlty (NBA) 1"‘:1. X vl 3 t«“t'L oo

‘:I 4 L n . _:_..".,'.. N LB -1’\

The"meetlng Was off1c1ally opened by-«H E. “Eli'zabeth
Dowdeswell ‘Executive Director “of 'UNEP.- Ih her: openlng statement
she welcomed the delegates to'the UNEP HQs, anhd irforimed them about
her recent meetlng with the Executive Secretary of UNECA whlch had
resulted in a new agreéetient! betwéeri“the two UN’ Organlzatlons for
" moreé eooperatlon arid’ €ollaboration.’ 'She -also mentioned ‘the ‘area ‘of
cooperation between - UNEP ‘and ‘other’ UN-agencies. Further;-she
emphasized the nééd for closer’ cooperatlon among the>UN.-agencies 'in
fresh water management issues in Africa.

4. She also emphasized the need for UN agencies to exercise their
influence, to utilize their resources in solving the problems in
developing shared water resources in Africa.

5. She concluded by assuring the meeting of UNEP’S full support
and cooperation in the field of fresh water with other UN agencies

and IGO’s.

6. The IGWA member agency representatives made opening statements
on behalf of their agencies. 1In their statements they expressed
their organlzatlons appreciation to the Executive Secretary of the
UNECA for his kind invitation to participate at the meetlng, and to
the Executive Director of UNEP for hosting the session. They also
reiterated their organizations’ commitments to cooperate fully
within the UN system in addressing various issues facing water
resocurces development and management in Africa.

7. The UNECA presented a comprehensive paper which served as
basis for discussions. Other members gave an outline on their
activities in the water sector-in Africa. UNEP’s regional office
for Africa gave a presentation on the mechanism,
modalltles/approaches and other concrete ways for 1nteragency
coordination and harmonlzatlon of water activities in Africa.
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8. The discussion centred around exchange of -information on joint
interagency collaboratlve water actlyltles .1n Africa and on
identifying further areas of. possible collaboration. There was
considerable dlscu551ons(on the idea of organizing a regional
conference on river/lake basins management. The delegates from
varlous agen01es expressed thelr hlgh 1mpress1on on ECA information

......

9.. . The meeting- identified ; the follow1ng -three. areas for
collaboratlve efforts by IGWA_ member agencies. in the: near Jfuture:
(i) ‘integrated training programme, ; (ii) 1ntegrated rlver/lake
basins management, (iii) water resources data base for Afrlca.
Erree IR I 4
10. The meetlng-recommended aareglonal conference to be organlzed
on 1ntegrated management of transboundary fresh waten resources in
Africa. A comprehensive training programme for human resources
- development ‘was, also recommended :to--be;developed for.interagency
collaboratlon.- The, development of water resources : data«base for
Africa was. 1dent1f1ed as one .of .the, prlorlty areas. ., .. :_.;ﬁ,
S 11. The UNECA delegates took the opportunlty of belng in, Na1rob1
',ﬁg UNEP . to. carry .ons. intensive- discussions ‘with- UNEP/Fresh water
it. staff in_regard. to the. proposed. jOlnt UNECA/UNEP prOJect
proposal on the implication of chapter .18 of Agenda 22X ... L
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:'1. The secretarlat of the United Natlons Economic Comm1551on for
'Afrlca (UNECA) took a 1ead1ng role for the establishment of - the

Interagency Group for Water - 1n Afrlca (IGWA) Consequently, UNECA

was requested by the first meetlng of the group in 1992 td serve as
'its secretariat. On 22nd September 1994, the United Natlons Under-
“'Secretary Genéi-al and - Executive Secretary ‘of” the Economic

Commission for Africa sent out the invitations ‘and’ the” tentative
proposed agenda for the third annual meeting of the group., to all
heads of  UN Agenc1es and relevant IGOs. ° The: Unlted ‘Nations
Env1ronment Programme (UNEP) had earller offered to host the

'L:.Z‘..Z.-“

2. The UNECA secretarlat delegated the Chlef of WEMS/NRD angd ‘the

‘regional adviser in’ water resources to serv1ce the meetlng, to

assist UNEP in the preparatlon for the meeting, and’ ‘also £ present
a background paper on the priority areas of act1v1t1es for
cooperatlon and’ collaboration among ‘the IGWA members R

- R . R ST

jint;gguct;ogwggd'géckgtbggd '
3. UNECA as the secretariat of IGWA is respon51b1e for ordanizing

the annual meetings of the.group. The main objectlve of IGWA is to

[coordlnate and’ harmonlze the act1v1t1es of varlous Unlted Natlons

and’ other agenc1es in waters sector in the Afrlcan reglon ifn’ order
to achieve better eff1c1ency and avoid dupllcatlon ‘of ‘éfforts by
these agencies. In this regard, the sécond annual meeting of' IGWA

_.1n 1993 . requested UNEP = to |, prepare a paper on

echanlsms/modal1tles/approaches' and . other concrete ways - for

‘coordlnatlng and harmonlzlng water act1v1t1es in Afrlca by the IGWA
‘member agencies.

4. The UNECA also, as a secretarlat,prepared a comprehen51ve
paper on the priority areas of* activities' “for cooperation -and
collaboration among IGWA members to serve as a worklng document for

e




Atte : enda and Or anlzat on of Work
SR
5. The Third Annual Meetlng of IGWA was organlzed by UNECA and
hosted by UNEP. It was held at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi from
15-16 November 1994. The meeting was attended by high level
representatives from the follow1ng agencies: WHO, UNEP, UNCHS,
UNIDO, IAEA, UNECA, UNESCO, WMO and Niger Basin Authorlty (NBA}).

6. The meeting -was officially- opened by:»H.E Ms. Elizabeth
Dowdeswell, Executive Director of UNEP. 1In her opening statement,
she welcomed the delegates to the UNEP HQs, and asked them to_enjoy
the excellent conference facilities in UNEP. ~She noted that
although Africa had abundant water in. different places and
locations still there was a great need to find tanglble solutions
. for water problems in Africa. She added that water had a potent1a1
impact on the environment and this was a real opportunity to’ focus
on water issues -in Afrlca. She .-asked .the. group to work more
. closely as there were many activities which could. be 1mplemented
jointly within the UN systems. :

Y The. Execut1ve Director 1nformed the meetlng about her recent
meeting with the, Executive Secretary of UNECA which resulted in a
new cooperation and collaboration agreement between the two UN
organizations. She also mentioned the area of cooperation between
UNEP, WMO, WHOQ and UNCHS. Further, she emphasized the need for
closer co-operatlon with UNDP,. World Bank and the African
development Bank in fresh water. management 1ssues.

8. In her statement the Executlve Dlrector of UNEP also recalled
that in Africa the cross—boundary agreements were still not well
developed; and the UN agencies should. exercise their influence-: to
expose their tools to solve the river basin organization's
'problems.

s

- 9. In concludlng her statement “Ms. Ellzabeth Dowdeswell assured
the meeting of UNEP’s full support and cooperat:.on in the field of
- fresh water with other UN agencies and IGOs as per the dlrectlves
of the Governing Council of. UNEP. .F. -

10. The meeting unanlmously elected Mr Azm Fazlul Hoque of, UNECA
as Chalrman, Mr. Walter Rast of.UNEP -as, v1ce chalrman,‘and Mr.
Oumar Ould Aly of NBA as rapporteur. The agenda of. the meetlng and
the work programme were adopted without amendment.

.vll.;:The meetlng adopted the follow1ng agenda for 1ts dlscu5310ns.

1. '(é) 0pen1ng of the meetlng and openlng statement by the
Executive Director of UNEP.

(b) Opening statements by heads of delegaticon from other
participating agencies.
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3. - Adoptlon of agenda and. workplan.-. I R TR

“9. Adoption-of the report.

e . - . 4-‘: “‘{

2. Election .of officers of the bureau for .the- :thlrd. Annual
'Meetlng of the Group.

o A
-

.
N

4. Presentation by the member agenc1es on thelr llSt of water
: activities in Africa with'a view to identifying possible areas

-+ s

for 1nteragency coordlnatlon and ‘harmonization. - LT

4 —."'g_ Y P T

5?!"'Presentatlon by UNEP on mechanlsms/modal1t1esxapproaches and
‘ other ‘concrete’ ways ~ for 1nteragency -.coordination - and
uwharmonlzatlon of . ‘water activities 1n Afrlca. ,q: e VLI
6. - Proposal (hy UNICEF) to change themname of IGWA to reflect
-:Hsanltatlonfaspect in the activities of-the Group4 N
7. :Date and venue of the fourth meetlng of the Group.. > L
. Ve . . ,J’“ sy

B. Any other business

_stateme t'

AT T - T . . “ oo

' 12. The chairman invited the IGWA member representatives to-make

opening statements on behalf of their agencies.

13. In his statement, the W.M.O representétive expressed:. his
organlzatlon S appre01atlon to the Executive Secretary of the UNECA
for his kind invitation to participate-at the meetlng, and .to the
Executive Director of UNEP for hosting- the.session. ‘He: relterated
WMO’s commitment to co—operate fully with the other UN agenc1es in

‘the field of water "in Africa; and gave an outllne of WMD!s water

- cewo¥

related activities in Africa. . Pt

14. W.H.O representative briefed~the meetlng about water "aspects

<#in their programme. He informed -the meeting. about. WHO.global
pstrategy on health and environment ' and WHO’s collaboration with UN
. agencies. He noted that more coordination -among 'the' UN- agenc1es

still needed to upgrade the water: programme in-Africa.’ .

Coe T

15. The IAEA representatlve explalned to- the meetlng“how hls

agency had been actively involved in the development and

application.of 'isotope hydrology for more than three decades. -He

enphasized that'some of the'activities .relatedito water resources
development.were. carried out.in co-operation-with’ WMO.and UNESCO.
He expressed his organization’s interest to be involved. in the
collaborative ventures with UNECA and other IGWA members to
integrate efforts for the benefit of the end users.
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l6. The UNIDO representative indicated in his statement the
-importance which his organization attached-to the development of
water basins in Africa. He mentioned some of . the. forglng
collaboration with other agencies and asked ‘the meetlng to focus in
limited number of areas in which. concrete inter-agency co—operatlon
could be promoted.

17. The head of delegatlon .of the UNECA dellvered an openlng
statement on behalf .0of the Executive Secretary of UNECA.. 'In his
statement, the Executive Secretary thanked the Executive Director
of UNEP and her. staff for hosting the meeting -and . for efficient
arrangement and warm, hospltallty accorded to . the delegates. He
emphasized the importance of the IGWA annual meetlngs as forum for
exchange of information and close collaboration to avoid
+duplications and overlapping in-UN activities in water sector in
Africa. He then touched on a number of prlorlty areas both in
terms of geographical areas in Africa and various subsectoral water
resources activities .where interagency . collaboration and
coordination could be enhanced. '

18. The Executive Secretary concluded his statement by expressing
the hope that enhanced coordination, ;collaboration and
harmonization of water activities among the IGWA member agencies
would further improve the working relationship between these
agencies and at the same time make their -activities: more. cost
effective, such that, their 1mpact on African member States becomes
mean1ngfu1 -and effectlve. : :

)

Highlights of the dlscgss;onS'

-4.

19. The meetlng was attended by~sen10r techn1ca1 staff of the
partlclpatlng organizations - which made - the .discussions ,very
effective: and intense. . They' gave an _ overview- of . their water
activities in Africa:with a view to 1dent1fy1ng prlorlty areas- for
interagency co-ordination.

20. . The UNECA presented a comprehen51ve paper which was praised by
various member .agencies. - The paper served as .a. ‘basis for the
~discussions. UNECA, UNESCO, IAEA, NBA, WHO, UNCHS "UNIDO, WMO and
UNEP. gave- outlines  on thelr activities in the water sector in
Africa. The -discussions centred on exchange of information on
joint interagency collaboration on water activities in Africa and
on 1dent1fy1ng further areas of_ p0551ble collaboration.

21, UNEP's Reglonal office for Afrlca gave a presentatlon on the
mechanisms/modalities/approaches . and , other .concrete ways - ‘for
interagency. coordination and harmonlzatlon of. water act1v1t1ea in
Africa. . ‘ C S L



22. Three major areas were identified for collaborative efforts by
IGCWA member agencies in the near future. These were: (i)
integrated training programme,’ (ii) integrated river/lake :basins
management, (iii) water resources data base for Africa. 1t was
agreed that. IGWA members should focus their:-joint - activities -in
achieving them. R ST

23. " In regard to the- integrated training’’ programme, it was
sugge&ted - that the steps should :consist of:-(a) assessment of
training needs, (b) developing action plan for “‘addressing training
negds,,(clﬁgﬁvelopinq an_agprgach for seeking donor support.

24. There was considerable discussions on the idea of a regional
conference on river/lake basins management. .It was also strongly
recommended.  that river basin .experiences outside of Africa be
included in the conference, afid that IGWA members should co-sponsoxr
such a,conference. : T - -

'25. The delégate; from  varioiis agencies expressed their high
'impression on ECA information bulletin on water resources in Africa
(MAJI), and appreciated it as a tool for information exchange. ECA
representative jirged IGWA members to provide any information on
meetings and- other relevant activities in- the field of water
resources to ECA secretariat to be published in the MAJI. '

et

26. conclusions

(a) After ektehsivéfdis§uséions,fiﬁ'waiiébhcidded that Inter-
agency collaboration should be based ‘on the shared goals of
. the UN;SYStém]ip water resources management.

£

{b) The UNE&A;“{h'éabperafibh éfﬁh UNEP should be focal point for

© | information exchange activities. o .

{c) -. There is a .necessity for the UN system to.asgist the region in

- - taking stock of policies, programmes:and action on river/lake
.-basins management, particularly transboundary basins.

(d) IGWA should encourage consultations at early stages of

5. -.agencies’ planning and programming exercises relating to water

LT ‘._,ac_t__iVi‘tie:Bl.f:" - o T e -‘}: - . T

. s gl ey ‘::_.l'_,.l: ;o g C . «‘:- - S .

-(e),- Project .proposals for. IGWA-joint activities can be prepared
* ::.for donor agencies’.gonsideration. -

TR
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The meetlng agreed on- the follow1ng recommendatlons .and

follow-up actions:

_(a)

(i:)__"

(d)

A Regional conference should. be organized on
integrated management of transboundary fresh water
resources in Afrlca.. . .

UNECA should develop a background document along
with other IGWA documents to serve as a. worklng
document for this conference.

The conference should take place in 1996.

: ”UNECA and UNEP: shOuld ]Olntly prepare an aide
- memdire on- the conference and to be distributed to
- ICWHA members .and other agencies as appropriate for
;information and discussiénsfat the. fourth meeting.

The p0551b111t1es‘of GEF and other fundlng sources

.for the conference should be explored

,\n

Interagency coordlnatlon should be promoted at the
programnming stage.

A comprehensive training programme’ for  htman

resources development should be developed for
1nteragency collaboratlon.

UNESCO " was requested to prepare a' comprehensive
document - on ,-human resources development .in the
sector of educatlon and tralning in -water resources
in Africa. The' IGWA members were- invited to
provide input to UNESCO for the preparatlon of this
document which should ‘be c1rcu1ated in’ time among
which should" circulated “in time among
interagency members for: discussions ‘at ‘the fourth

- IGWA meeting,.

* The development of a water resources ‘data base for

Africa was identified as one of the prlorxty areas.

W.M.0 and UNEP were requested to prepare a
background documert: - on fea51bility of " water

resources’ data base for Africa for consxderation by
IGWA at its fourth meeting. -

[
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28. Several organizations offered to host the next meeting of IGWA
between October and November 1995. Given the desirability for
meetings of IGWA to be held in Africa, the meeting requested the
secretariat to contact the relevant river/lake basin authorities
and other UN organizations to determine their interest in hostlng
the next meeting. Based on the outcome of these engquiries the
secretariat would choose the venue for the next meeting and inform
the IGWA members.

Othe usine

29. The W.M.0 and UNIDO representatives suggested that the time
allocated to the meeting was too short for adequate discussions.
It was therefore suggested to expand the meeting time to three
days.

30. The IAEA representative informed the meeting that, IAEA would
hold an International water symposium in Vienna concurrently with
World Water Day (22 March, 1995), and invited the IGWA members to
make presentation at this symposium. The meeting agreed that UNECA
and UNEP will prepare this paper for presentation on behalf of
IGWA.

31. The full text of the meeting report and other relevant
documents are included in Annex 1 to 9 to this mission report.

= Missi Activities:

32. The UNECA delegates took the opportunity of being in Nairobi
at UNEP, and had intensive discussions with UNEP/Fresh water unit
staff in regard to the project proposal on the implications of
Agenda 21. UNEP views were to cover all the African countries
under this project, but ECA representatives expressed their doubt
and suggested to cover only selected countries due to the limited
fund. The ECA representatives invited Mr. Walter Rast, Chief Fresh
Water Unit, UNEP, to visit ECA in Addis Ababa for more discussions
early December 1994, and to finalize the project docunent.
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REPORT OF THE THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE -
INTERAGENCY GROUPt FOR WATER IN: AFRICA '
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0 !iﬂﬂ!ZﬂA QE OF THE MEETIHQ ? 1 Ayt

rl':.-: ' The Thtrd Annual meetmg of the lnteragency Group= for Water in Africa
" (IGWA).was held at. the headquarters of the United: Nations: Environment
' 'Programme (UNEP) Nairobi 15-16 November 1994. The meeting  was
. .. attended. by representatives fromthe, following- agencies: "WHO, * UNEP,
" UNCHS, UNIDO, IAEA, UNECA, UNESCO, WMO and Niger Basin (NBA).
Authority. The list of participants is enclosed as Annex 1 of this report.
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__QPENING OF THE MEETING (AQEI_\IDA ITEM 13)

. . 5
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2_'.i The mcetln;, was ofﬁclally opened by Ms =Ellzabeth Dowdeswell United

o Natlons Under ‘Sccretary General. and Executive | l)lrector of UNEP. A

L summary of her opening statement is as follows:. PR

. LAETT O, e i ‘. € . 2

3‘. o Ms Dowdcswell wclcomed the delegates - to- the th1rd' mceting of the

‘ lnteragency Group for. Water, in_Africa.- -She underlincd:the importance of
water resources as one of the most important issues for Africa, both for health
_.and economic devclopment. She noted that as opposed to other:! ‘regions in the
world Afrlca had .abundant water, resources:: Despite .this; there were still
reglons in ‘Africa.with critica) water, shortages. duc-to uneven’ drstnbutlon of
water hoth in time and space 't N T TS LA

. A : .7, syt O, T R '

4. “The Executlve Dlrector also stated that water transcended borders and could
easily lead to conflicts if not managed and utilized properly. She added that the
UN system was looking for ways to assist African nations to ‘manage this
critical resource, noting that one way this could be achieved was through the
. coordmatlon of -activities "among_,UN .agencies, workmg in thls sector.

L‘ N Fragmentatron of. actlvttres was noteffective.. .- R R T
5 'l‘he Execuuvc Dlrector also mformed the meetmg that UNI:P was takmg steps
,'”', to coordmate actwmes internally through increased.iavolvement of its regional
off ces in |ts actlvmes . Externally,. UNEP had:a fruitful relatlonshtp with
“"UNECA and a Jong term collaboration with other agencies, including WMO,
WHO and UNESCO. UNEP was also the secretariat of AMCEN. In addition,
... UNEP and UNDP. had signed an,agreement for coltaboration in'4 areas,-'
L mcludmg water resources. This, -would enable..UNEP:::to mobilize UNDP

. Tesources at country Ievel She added that IGWA. could benefit by collaboratmg

g

Py

, ) nmportant to mclude freshwater resources as an issue in the Country Strategy

Notes Th.lS would also avo:d ,duplication of - country studies.-
yy o . T I I L, '




10.

12. .

‘with the organizations of the UN system. in-achieving this goal.

She also advised the meeting that IGWA"'¢ould contribute liy’.‘;'sﬁi;ting countries
to develop transboundary river agréements, ‘and by déveldping management
tools useful for water resources management in the countries. She also urged
that UN agencies be proactive in regard to African water resources.

She informed the meeting that UNEP’s:Goveining Council also had Wnderlined
the importance of integrated water resources management. She closed by
emphasizing the importance.of collaboration among UN agencies in the filed
of water resources and promised UNEP’s continued ‘support to the group.

S L n

The IGWA members thenchre.invileditq make opening sta'tel!ﬁ_eqtsf_ on behalf
‘of their agencies. .,~» v - ! P e

_‘\. g A

_

S P R | VRS O
The WMO representative expressed his organization’s appreciation to the

..... Executive Secretary of the UNECA for his'kind invitation ‘tdpartii‘_cipa_fp in the
meeting and to the Executive Director. of ‘UNEP" for hosting the session. He

noted that WMO’s primary. focus in Africa wis the application of meteorology
and hydrology towards increasing food production and in mitigating the effects
of natural disasters: 'He reiterated WMO's'‘commitment to co-operating fully

w

An-outline was given of WMO’s water-related activities in Afﬁéa', in particular

.the regional aspects of the Operational:Hydrology Programme '(O_HP_)'and the

Hydrological. Operational Multipurpose Systems (HOMS)." Mention was also
made of the potential value of the WMO - Global Runoff Data Centre in
Koblenz, Germany, and of the WMO/World Bank initiative for the deyglﬁopmen_t'

+ .

of a World, Hydrological Cycle:Observing System (WHYCOS)., = ‘
L ’ T R TY I HE R N N -

M_Q I Py T T o Fi, . HE AP A oo
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TheWHO répresentative expressed his;‘pleasﬁre'to"jdin again ‘at ‘the Third
Annual Meeting of the Interagency- Group for Water in Africa:*' The water
aspect of the WHO programme is quite active, because almost 1.4 million

children die before reaching the ae of five: ‘Of tese deaths; more than 50%
.are from seven. African countries-of WHO/EMRO. “Therefore, inadequacy of

water supply and sanitation’ sérvices:has'a significant bearing on the’mortality
sitvation in the.region. .. o il T L oy

\
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WHO has followed upi tasks in-the light-of thé International Driﬁkiﬁ’é!Water

- Supply and Sanitation Decade.( 1980:90):: Subsequent'to that; U'N'C‘_ED:I'IeId in
. Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) in.Junc 1992 produced Agenda 21-whichi inchides water

and sanitation.- WHO prepared a' Global! Strategy on-Héalth and Envitoament.

. This: was strongly- supported by the World Health Assembly. "'The Regional

offices also have:been strongly following: ip-the programimies and activities in
the area of water and sanitation.

o T L C Uy

12
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13.

14,

WHO’s collaboration with UN: agencies (UNDP; UNICEF; UNEP, FAQ etc)
is good However more coordination amongst-UN.agencies is very 'useful and
necessary The WHO representative-expressed his ‘confidence that the meeting
would come up with the.practical aspects;of UN Agencies’ collaboration and

_coordmatlon This would also upgrade the water programme m Afnca

r ‘

..-:,& i" o -.“_ . .“ .. L

... The International Atomic Energy Agency. representative stated that the IAEA

has been actlvely involved .in the.development: and application of-isotope

i hydrology for more than three decadés and is. recogmzed as one of the leadmg

i5,

17.

18.

institutions .in this field. Isotope applications in arid and semi-arid rcglons in
which” many African countries-are -tocated form a major componént of the
isotope hydrology activities carried out within both the research and the

technical co-operation programmes of the IAEA. Much ‘of the assistance to

‘member States. has been given in terms.of .introducing tlie ‘methodological
; aspects of these modern techmques inand zone hydrology, and in bmldmg up
'lnfrastructures - _ RS : s e

.. i
i

Prachcal appllcatlons of 1sotopes in Alrlcan counmes are supported pamcularly :

wrthm the framework ,of the Technical:Co-operation Programme where the

»IAEA has played a major role- through the .provision' of training,” expert

servrces equrpment and.analytical services. A number of projects are also

"concerned with the establlshment or_strengthening of “national analytical

‘capahlhtres m carrymg out rsotoprc analyses for hydrologlcal appllcatlons

oy ot FEE N

It was cmphasmed that ‘some of th activities -related ‘to water resources

,development are being carried out in good co-operation with other i orgamzatlons

in partlcular ‘with WMO and- UNESCO, and-recently contacts also were

‘ ,establlshed wnth UNEP and WHO,to seek concerted actions in theﬁeld of water

and envrronment

, Given the need for strengthening efficient water resources development and’

sustainable management in, Africa, the IAEA representative stated he was very

*'pleased to he involved in. the ,collaboration with the UNECA and the
h Interagency Group for Water.in Africa (IGWA) and to mtegrate efforts for the

’ benel' t of the end, users.

. -

UNECA

R TY

The head of delegation of the UNECA delivered an opening statement on behalf

of Mr. Layashi.Yaker, United Nations Under-Secretary Genéral and Executive ”
..;':"',ISecretary of UNECA ; In his statement, Mr." Yaker thanked Ms. ‘Elizabeth
h ,.Dowdeswell Umtul Natlons Undcr-Sccretary-Gencral and: Executive Director

‘_"of UNEP and her staff for hosting this, meeting.and for the efl' crent meeting

j ) '_.arrangement and warm hospitality accorded to the partncupants

i3
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20. .
' -.and UNEP, and between UNECA.and - WMO; has improved significantly over
_the last 2:-3 years; but that therc is-more room fof improvement'in this area.

21.

2.

23,

- Mr. Yaker emphasized the importance of the IGW A’dnnual meetings as they not
.only provide an opportunity for exchange-of information Gn thé activities of
. .. member agencies but also contribute to'the efficiency and effectiveness of these
-organizations by avoiding duplications and-overlapping in their activities in the

water sector in Africa. He further noted that these meetings wereé also expected
to lead to joint collaborative activities which would make the impact of their
assistance to African member states more meaningful and visible -

Mr. Yaker noted that the.level of initeragency collaboration between UNECA

He suggested that there should ‘be more exchange of information’ on such
collaborative arrangements between the IGWA member agencies.

. i ) s i

R o A

- Mr. Yaker then touched on a number.of ‘priority areas ‘boih in terms’ of
. geographical areas. in. Africa, and: in’ various- subsectoral® activities in waler

resources where interagency-collaboration and coordination could be enhanced.
These included the Nile River Basin, the Zambezi and Lake Mailawi basin, the
Lake Chad basin, the Niger River Basin, the Senegal and the Gambia River

,basins and .others. . Hc . further noted - that fragmented - efforts by many
.international agencies.for, development of some of these river/lake basins such
. as_the Nile, Lake Chad, Zambezi -and others had s0 far met with limited

Success. .- He called. for combined, :integrated approach by all’ concerned
international agencies in their assistance for multipurpose development of these

- and other river/lake. basins in Africa. “He also asked for collaborative efforts

by all concerned intcrnational agencices in their assistance to the existing

niver/lake basin organization' in Africa in promoting TCDC/ECDC among

themselves, in promoting subregional:and regional cooperation and in bi’_inging
them closer together_in their.-working relationship. This! he noted. would

. contribute (o - achicving goals . and objectives ofthe ** Africin Economic

Community.

Mr. Yaker concluded his statement by’ expressing ‘the 'h_ope‘ that 'qqihanced'

coordination, collaboration and .harmonizatioi of water activitics among the
IGWA member agencies- would further. improve the working relationship
between these agencies and at the same time make their activities more cost-
effective, and their impact on African member states 'more. meaningful and
cffective.

UNIDO

T IR PO I AN SRR

[

The répggséntative b_ﬁ UNIDO highlighted -the - importance his organization
.. attached to the development: of water basins in 'Africa.l In addition to forging
.Co-operation among the countries' concerned, it 'was- essential to adopt an

integrated economic development programme for these water basins with a view
to generating income and employment forthe rural’ popualatiof living'in ‘those
areas,

Wi
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25.

26. 4
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28. -

2?7.

UNIDO was, therefore; forging collaborauon w:th other agcncncs such as FAO,

. UNESCO; WHO, UNEP and ECA in the’ developmcnt of agro-industries,

energy and transport systems. He concluded by exprcssmg the hope that this
meeting would agree on a limited number of areas in which: concrete inter-
" agency co-operation-could bc promotcd

ELECTION OF QFFICERS OF THE BUREAU (AGENDA ATEM_2:)

The meeting unammously elected representahves from the .following
orgamzallons for its bureau A :

* -

<y

I. Chairman  UNECA (Mr. Azm Fazlul Hoque)
2. Vice-Chairman - UNEP (Mr. Walter Rast)
3. Rapporteur - NBA (Mr. Oumar Ould Aly)

v
I e ! LI

ADOPTION OF AGENDA (AGENDA ITEM 3:)

.y, -

Thé: meeting'adopted its agenda which’apbc:if'ijﬁ' Annex | Lo

PRESENTATION OF LIST OF WATER ACTIVITIES IN- AFRICA BY
YARIOUS MEMBER AGENCIES (A(JENDA ITEM 4)'.

e‘x.,

The partnc:patmg agencies gave an ovcnnew of theu' watcr activities in Africa

- with-a view' to-identifying" pnonty arcas for mtcragency co-ordination and

harmonization. These presentationS are summarucd below.

cee - - . ) " ._q
!!NE! A .I . . o BT :,” s -
: NS T % T :

st gy L ER RN I

<The UNEEA reprcscntauvc preschtcd a comprehenswe paper on "Prlonty Areas

- for: Interagency ‘co-operation- and collaboration" to“serve as a basis for
; “discussions: < The ‘paper included a brief background and summary of the

Second IGWA Meeting, and identified the challenges facing long term
sustainable water resources devclopmcnt m Afnca Vet

The second part of the paper focused on prlonty actl\nty areas for co-ordination

-« -vand joint collaboration among the membcr agenues These areas, inter alia,
‘v are as follows

T SRV

Y s chhmcal assistance to’ membcr state\ NGO S, and IGO s;

Developing effective methods for data and’ lnf()l'ﬂ'ldthl‘l dlsscmmatlon
among the member states and 1GOs;
Strengthening capacity building.

I3
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30.  The paper also considered the Nile Basin, Lake Chad Basin, Zambezi and Lake
Malawi Basin as priority areas for co-ordination and collaboration among the IGWA

members; ‘ - . C

31 The third part of the ‘paf)er iq‘cludcd_' a list. of cu'[:r_en_l‘and future ECA water
activities which is included in Annex 1V.

E ~
32. ' The activities implemented By UNESCO in‘Aﬁiéa arc conducted in connection
with the International Hydrological Programme and implemented through the »
UNESCO Regional Office for Science and Technology in Africa (ROSTA) in
Nairobi. They include the following: -t

h

A. WATER RESQURCES ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT IN
AFRICA L . S

() COMPREHENSIVE AND COMPARATIVE STUDY ON THE GREAT
LAKES OF AFRICA: =

33 The purposc is to‘compile the information gathered on the hydrology and
limnology of the great lakes of Africa by preparation of monographs and
a comprehensive report on their similarities and -differences. This
project was (“Igvclopc:d in co-opéra_ltign_ with IDEAL (International Decade
for the East African Lakes). | :

34. A joint IHP/IDEAL symposium was held by UNESCO in Jinja, Uganda
(February 1993) on the limnology, climatology and paleo-climatology
of the Fast African lakes. Three monographs on the hydrology and
limnology of lakes Victoria, Tanganyika and Malawi will be published
by early 1995.  “These results also will be presented at a regional
seminar in 1995, | o S

(i)  Humid Tropics Project:

35.  This project is to esiablish a regional programme encompassing research,
education, training and knowledge and technology transfer on-water-
related issues/problems of the humid tropics and other humid regions of
Africa. The primary activity. meeting was held in Abidjan, Ivory Coast

Ly

[
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39.

. operatlonal hydrology in: Na:roh:

rk hb - Training Scmingrs: :

T
- ... level of African hydrologists and hydrogeolnglsts and to lmprove their

“Two- regionél brdjccts were. coniducted in Southérn Africa (February
. 1991) and in Western/Central .Affica (Ouagadougou ‘November 1992)

to improve knowledge of the flow regimes of the African rivers (0
enhance appropriate design of their impoundment and exploitation.

DUCATION - TRAINING AND CAPACITY B ILDIN

~ Regular training courses: - -

.37,
.. hydrology- are sponsored and-followed up by UNESCO including (i) an
... 18 month course in water resources’engineering at the University of Dar-

Within the framework of the: IHP, two regular post-graduate courses in

es-salaam, Tanzania; and (ii) two 9 months courses in mobilization of
water resources and agriculture hydraulics in Ouagadougou (Burkma
Faso). UNESCO also .is contnbutmg to a rcgular WMO course on

.

% \ 3 N

sk s
.
. ki

Short .workshops/training courses alSo arc organized, to upgrade the
ability to.conduct hydrological assessinent.

UNESCO CHAIR:-

H Rl
L

To enhance the capabilitics for advanced training and research, and

N contnhute to dcvclopmcnt ‘and rap:d transfer of knowlcdge to the

iy

in early 1995 at the Umvemty of Malawn

'| Tli 'h AL CONFERENCE ON HYDROLOQGICAL SERVICE

WMO .md UNES(‘O prepared a-report (I99!) on the current statc of

water resources assessment at the global, regional and national level, to
assess progress made since thie UN/Water Conference: (1977) in the fi eld

- of water resources . assessment,” and to identify key issues xs the

* foundation of a strategy for water in the. 1990’5 and beyond. The report

highlighted - the . deterioration: of . monitoring - nétworks and reliable
hydrological data due to the poor situation of national hydrological
services tn Africa.

17




41.  WMO, UNECA and UNESCO are considering the: organization of an
international conference on the hydrological services in Africa with the
objectives of (i) identifying main problems faced in’ carrying out
hydrological activities and, (i1) preparing.a plan of action to improve
the situation. L ;

IAEA

42.  Isotope techniques have proved 1o be a very useful tool for water
resources assessment and development in. the African” region when
adequately utilized with other hydrological methods in an integrated
manner. Most of these isotope techniques are based on the measurement
of naturally-occurring isotopes-in the water cycle such as stable isotopes
of the elements of the water ‘molecule, environmental tritium and

radiocarbon. _ . : .

'43.  The agency’s activities in isotope hydrology in Africa were started in the
carly 1980s in the Sahelian counitries, and later extended to other
* countries especially in East Africa. Recently, a joint effort of the IAEA
Department of Technical Co-operation and the Department of Research
and Isotopes was started to define a regional project‘on the practical use
of isotope techniques in water resources development in Africa. Areas
have been identified. in. each of-the nine .African’ countries ‘where
adequate assessmept of scarce walter.resources is crucially needed for

' large population centers for development activities.

44.  The specific areas towards which activities -will be -targeted arc as
follows:
Algeria - assessment of underground water resources in the Hoggar and Tassilis
through isotope and hydrochemical studies: Egypt - assessment of the recharge
rate from the Nile aquifer.to the western desert fringcs, and study of
agricultural pollution; Ethigpia - assessment of replenishment of water
resources in the Moyale region and vicinity Libya - an isotopic approach to-
groundwater recharge of Kufra aquifers-in South-East Libya.Mali - assessment
* of the rechargé and evaporation rates of unconfined aquifers within the Gondo
Plain; Morocco - assessment of balance terms of some South Atlasic aquifers
for optimum management of the water resources; . Niger< study of the
dynamics of underground water in the alluvial valley of Dallol Maowi for water
resources management, hydro-agricultural development and land utilization;
Senegal - reassessment of water resources.to upgrade the water supply for
Dakar and its, vicinity; Sudan - northern state adjacent -Nile aquifers study
project - groundwater dcyclopment_:andv,.cnhancemcnt‘.of'--v:propcr water
management. . e e e
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The project will be implemented in two.phases. The activities to be.carried out
under Phase | (1995-96) will begin in Egypt, Ethiopia, Morocco and Senegal.
Activities 'are expected to be carried out.in Phase 11 (1997-98) in Algeria,

“Libya,” Mali, Nig'ér and Sudan. The project .is expected to yield important
hydrological data which is essential from the socio-economical standpoint for -

water and development _authoritiés _in planning :medium and fong term
sustainable development based on rational management of water resources.

The project will be ""irﬁplcniglitéd.,';na‘inly by .participating countrics. Agency
support is crucial for provision of analytical services at least in Phase I, and

- 'guidelines’for field work and data interpretation. At is essential to appoint a

technical expert in the region to undertake coordination, monitoring of the
activities and dissemination of information. The IAEA-input includes expert

- and consultancy services for planning, co-ordination, implementation and

evaluation of project activities; equipment for regional laboratories, consumable
and supplies for field work, laboratory and specific amalytical services
necessary, training through organization of regional scientific seminars,
workshops and exchange of scientists and qualified technicians. The total

St budget is estiiﬁateq t':(_)"l')'e'_US'$\l,'776:00(_); S,

47.

© to'iAtégrate the' IAEA activities with e Scope of the [nteragency Group of

t . 1

The TAEA is seeking concrete support to the isotope hydrolrogy project for
Africa in terms of logistics and financial contributions by .other donors. The

dis Abaha, jointly with UNEP, (Nairobi) could play a major role

' 'Water in Africa (IGWA) and to pri)mote concerted actions. with other UN

organizations in the water sector of concerned African countries.

NIGER BASIN AUTHORITY (NBA):

48.  The representative of NBA presented the greetings and thanks of the
- Executive Secretary_ of his organization.. - The: representative then

s

“{th):  Monograph of the River, Niger (1968 and 1983) with the assistance of

RS

. (@Y. " “The constitution of hydrological, meteorological, cartographic and

RTRE - presénted’a brief history of NBA. Some achievements made in the

domain of water resources are:

(a). A study on the flood anomalies of the River Niger (1975-1983) with

assistance from ORSTOM {(France) and FAC, (France); o

ORSTOM ‘and FAC; " -

(€)#: Devclopment 6f a mathematical model of the River Niger (1978-1985),

with assistance’of FAC, ORSTOM,, SOGEAH: and IGN;

SEEERR geographic ‘data Bank (1978:1984) with the assistance of USAID;

'River Niger(1983-1985) with the .:issjs;ag:ce of UNDP and FAOQ:;

“"/(€). 7 Hydraulic management study of the upper and middle coursé of the

' (f:+* Establishinent of a Hydrological Forecasting System. in the:Niger Basin -

" HYDRONIGER (1980-1991) with the assistance*of . UNDP, WMO,
EDF, OPEC; . . . . T SN AT B PRI L

5oyt .
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(). Studies on the desertifi catlon control methods in the nger Basin (1985-
1994) with the technical assistance from JAPAN an JALDA (Japan)
- Following the resolutions of ‘the Iast statutory meetmgs of NBA
. important actions scheduled in the domain of ‘water resources for the
. short and medium terms are as follows:
(i).  Elaboration of legal framéwork for the management of water
shared from the Niger Basin;
(). Pursuit and re-enforcement of the achievement of HYDRONIGER
‘in the context of the Phase’ 11; '
(tii). ' The extension of the mathematlcal model of the River nger to
the upstream (in Gumea) and downstream (in ngena) and its
. eventual transfer to NBA;
(iv). Realization of the hydrometeorologlc monograph for the River
: - Niger; and
(v). Staff training. -

49 NBA and its member states are greatly interested in other rcglonal projects

whose impact is evident on the water resources management and the -

environment of the Niger Basin particularly the following projects: .

NEP/WHO/UNDP/WMO Project, ‘Niger river system: an integrated
approach (o watershed management with particular reference to
sustainable - land-use ‘development, pollution, and biodiversity
conservation: SR '

WMO/World Bank Project:  "World Hydrologlcal Cycle Observmg
System (WHYCOS Afru.a)

FAQ/EEC Project: Water resources management of the JNiger Basin by
integrated remote sensing.

WHO

50. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region (LM R), it is estlmated that out of almost
- 13 million children bor cach year, approximately 1.4 million die before

reaching the age of five. Of those deaths, more than J0% of the deaths are in
African countries of WHQ/EMROQ; and about 40% are. due .to diarrhocal

diseases. In all, diarrhoeal diseases are responsible for between 15% and 20%
of all mortallty in the region. [nadequacy of water supply and sanitation
services has a significant bearing on the mortality situation in the.region.
These deaths. could be prevented at low cost and by better development and
management of water resources. annronmentally qound .and sustainable

..development of water resources arc the basis of future development SO are
today’s children. Both tend to be under-valued by decision-makers because
their values are difficult to quantify economically.

20
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52.

33.

54.
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UNCHS (MABITATY. ~ © . ", e

There is_little doubt that in.many arid. and ‘'semi-arid. member countries of

'EMRO, lack of w.aftq_r.,_ 'fo drinking, agricultural, industrial uses will present

seveie constraints on future economic development. In some countries plagued
with high population growth rates, the. next decade will witness a tightening of
these constraints, dnless vigorous and-definite steps are taken now to head off
an emerging water crisis. Because of, the urgency of the problems, and over-

'riding need to develop integrated land water management schemes, efforts will

be focused ‘on .the development, conservation, database " information,

" institutional build up.and sustainable management of water resources. Special
 attention will be given to the problems and.needs of those’ developing countries
“alréady facing severe shortages. , ., . , po

H 1

i 1T a

It7is therefore, in accordance with the global goal of the World Health

Organization to reach health for all by the year 2000 and of the ovérall effort
of the United Nations system to promote the integrated management of water
resources Ei,n the process of: social and. economic development. - '

4k S

' TN "y

UNCHS (Habitat) core activities in urban water resources and related

- environmental infrastructure services (water supply, sanitation and drainage)

F

aré“exécti_léd ‘under ity Sett‘llé:l_nents_ Infrastructure and Envifonment Programme

* (SIEP). 1n addition to its regular research programmes, SIEP projectscarry out
““field research and capacity building activities in. several cities of devcloping

‘countries.

3 ’

UNCHS (Habitat) "Urban Management Programme" (UMPY and "Sustainable
'Cities Pf.ogramm't_:"_ (SCP), despite their broader coverage of urban issues, also

touch upon some aspects of water resources, water supply ‘and sanitation
(infrastructure component) management in urban areas.’ :UMP is executed in

‘collaboration ‘with _the UNDP and ;World Bank.. The Sustainable Cities

55.* in-addition tb the above activitics, UNCHS (Habitat) has a broad’ programme

“of country 'l_c\‘rél"'tcchni'c_:h!' .cooperation. projects on ‘shélter -and’ urban

.t
S

“partnér in the execution of this component.

Programme implements the, environmental . component of UMP. WHO is a

-1

o ‘development. A significant part of these projects have a-water resources and

o cn_\f_i_rbipl'f__l"enfl}fi._l ipfraS;ru_c}:ur_c component,. thus reflecting an incredsing demand
‘for'“’support "in ‘ these areas within an..overall ‘policy. ‘of ifitegrated “urban

settlements development. The coordination of these projects with other agencies
of the United Nations system is done on ad-hoc basis, normally thtough the
United Nations Resident Representative in the respective countries.

iy
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57.

58.

59.

61.

B water extraction, distribution-and

S H - v
UNCHS (Habitat) has also started preparatory activitiés for the Second United
Nations Conference in Human-Settlements (Habitat 1I) to take place in 1996,

- 20 ye_afs after the Vancouver Conference (Habitat). It has been established that

the main outcomes of the Conference will be a “statement of principles” and an
“action plan™ for the improvement:of human settlements conditions in an
urbanizing world. The sustainable management of urban water résources and
environmental infrastructure services is an important component in the

formulation of a plan of action to improve human settlements conditions. -

Habitat 11 Secretariat is taking the ‘necessary measurés to ensure that the
preparatory process and the outcomes of the Conference tike into ,con's:ideration
and are coordinated with the efforts of -other United Nations Agencics and
activities, such as those of the ACC Suhcommittee on Water Resources. .,

1

NID:
In his presentation, the UNIDO representative indicated that several UNIDO
activities in Africa had implications on the development, management and
utilization of water resources. Rather than listing those activities, he
considered it more pertinent to restrict his presentation on a number of specific
activities of direct relevance to the meeting.

The first activity related o the assistince extended by UNIDF(-) io_dMVS_ in the

.. preparation of a development programime in the field of agro—‘indué‘trips, along
 with related energy and transport ‘systems .- In the sa‘me" vein, UNIDO had
~ initiated some years back a programme for the exploitation of Lake Kivu gas

and other related industrial development activitics.

A major activity which:had enjoyed inter-agency cooperation with UNEP and
ECA, was related..to the Gulf of Guinéa environment project, which has
recently been approved for GEF financing for a total of about $ 6 million. In
an UNDP financed regional transport “equipment industrics :pfquct, a
diagnostics survey had been carried out and opportunity, studics prepared for a
number of water transport cquipment matnufacturing enterprises in Africa.

. o, . S :

Other activities of direct relevance carried out or tnitiated by UNIDO were
related to effluent treatment in‘a regional leather project in Africa; treatment

~of wiater_ born diseases . in. northern Cameroon, ‘' Chad and Central Africa
Republic; the use of plastics in-agriculture and the development of water pumps

. utilizing, e.g., solar energy and irrigation equipment: (pipes and valves) for

; conservation. -

i

The meeting was informed of WM()'s water-related activitics in Africa. It was
noted, in particular, that the organization maintained close links with the
hydrological services of over 50 countries, and provided technical guidance and
assistance,as required, in developing national capabilities for water resources
monitoring and assessment. Under its Operational Hydrology Programme

s
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(OHP) these aciivitiés were concerned mainly* 'with. thé- deslgn and operatton
of hydrologlcal observatron networks data collection;’ transmlssmn , processing

*“and-archiving systems and with' hydrologlcal forecastmg

PR

Specral mention was made of the Hydrologteal Operational Multipurpose

System (HOMS) "which’ was establistied in-1981 to facilitate the transfer among

partu:tpattng countrtes of* technology ‘used operat:onally in the field of

\ .'hydrology Thtrty erght Afncan countnes are among the 118 partrcrpatmg
- "countnes L T VR

vy iR Lo
t . L

A Global Runoff Data Centre (GRDC) was established at Koblenz, Germany
,under the auspices of WMO. It is operatcd by the German Federal Institute of
Hydrology The aim of the Centre is to develop data sets of mean' “daily flows

_for the major rtvers of ‘thic world which’ eould be used in regtonal and global

o water and chmate related studles S

LIS K

L R . 't.‘ T

The meetmg wias also informed'of the WMOI World Bank rmtlatwe to estabhsh

a World Hydrologlcal Cy(.le Ohservmg System (WHYCOS) This system was

i needed to supplement or to- provtde hydrologrcal data to’ meet an increasing

" demand, partu:ularly in’ arca\ where convéntional hydrological activities were
- declmmg "The System:was concewed asa momtonng network, transmitting

“'obseivitions from selected key"stations at prescnhed intervals, via- satelhtes

to national and regional centers. The meeting’ was informed’ that stage one of
the initial component for Africa (HYCOS-Africa) was to establish a network of
100-stations: Detailéd proposals for a network for the SADC countries were

) *agreed wrth SADC-ELMS.'A request from IGADD for’ assnstance in “preparing

a srmllar pl‘O_leCl had been receivéd and WMO s currently consultmg with the

“World' Bank on this’ request Also within the: WHYCOS ﬁ'amework a MED-

HYCOS network was being’ developed for’ the beriefit of the ‘couitries of the
Mediterranean rim. Together, these different components when implemented
should provide a strong boost to African hyi(!rological activities.

R IE SN S I A R PN I I
2 ZUNEP:- N L EL LTS AR
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UNEP serves as the secretariat of the African Ministerial Conference on

“Efvironmént (AMCEN) The Freshwater - Umt specifically serves as' the

"secretariat”for Committeé on River and- Laké'Basins (CORLAB), as well as

' secretaryto the Management and Planmng Group of the Water Resources
"'Networlr for AMCEN R N L . . .

M 'I o';v":!"

* Theq major’ part of the UNEP Freshwater Programme tontinues to focus on

. - integrated management.of freshwater resources; including river and lake basins
*.: +and groundwater- aquifers. - To-thisiend, the Freshwater Unit has-worked with

riparian Governments in development and adoption in 1987:6f the Action Plan
for the Zambezi River Basin. Further, parts of the Action Plan have been
initiated with financial support from UNEP. UNEP in cooperation with UNSO
and the riparian Governments also has assisted in development of a Diagnostic
Study and Action Plan for the Lake Chad Basin which was adopted in January




67.

68.

69.

70.

1992, Subscquent support has been for development of a Decision Support

System for the purpose of pnontlzmg the piojects, identified Jin the Action
Plan. UNEP also will assist in orgamzatlon of a donors meeting for the Lake
Chad Basin early next year.

~ UNEP’s Freshwater Programme is contmumg its work toward the devclopmem

of a Diagnostic Study and Action Plan for the Nile Rivér Basin. UNEP also is
involved with its GEF partners (World Bank, UNDP) in the initial phases of
development of a GEF project proposal for Lake Victoria. The work will focus
on three major issues, including (i) fisheries, (1) water hyacmth and (iii) land
use and water polluuon

UNEP’s Freshwater Pr()grammc is also continuing its training and education
activitics, primarily under the umbrella of its GEMS/Water activities. These
activities include: (i) regmnal training course on practical control of lakes and
reservoirs (October 1993) involving thirty participants from 16 countries, (ii)
GEMS/Water data handlmg and analysis courses using RAISON/GEMS

" software (October 1993) involving twelve partmp.mls from the Nile Basin

riparian countries, (iii)) GEMS/Water Quality Monitoring and. Asxessmcnt
training course (Nuvembcr 1993) involving twenty officials from eight
countries, and (iv) GEMS/Watcr Analytical Quality/Assurance course for Nile
Basin riparian countries (February 1994) involving twenty parhc:pants from the
Nllc Basin rlpan.m countrles

Planned actlvmes mclud(. (1) Wat(.r Quahty Momtormg Handhook to be
published in early 1995; (n) Follow up training course on data analy‘;ls and
handling for Nile Basin rlp.man countries, (iii) National GFMSIWalLr Seminars

) _for several African countrics, ‘and. (lv) ‘Water’ Qudhty Momtonng and

Assessment courses for Francophonc West Afncan countries.

PRESENTATION BY THE MEMBER AGENCIES ON THEIR JOINT AND
TERAGENCY COLLABORATIVE WATER ACTIVITIES IN_AFRICA
(AGENDA ITEM %)

Discussions centered on lh(. cxchangc of mformallon on joint interagency
collaborative water actwntth in Africa, and on identifying further areas of
possnble collaboratlon ' chcral agcncne\ presented mtormation on their
collaborative activities. This included future collaborative efforls between
UNECA and UNEP on implementing Chapter |8 of Agenda 21 in Africa. The
other collaborative efforts being planned. is between UNECA and WMO on
International Conference on Hydrological Services in Africa. The objective of
this Conference is possible rehabilitation of hydrological services at the national
level in Africa. L
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71.

72.

73. -

PRESENTATION B-Y U NEZP Q_N

. MECHANISMS/MODALITIES/APPR ACHES -AND: THER CONCRETE

YS FOR INT Y RDINAT D HARMONIZATI F

" WATER ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA. (AGENDA ITEM 6)

UNEP’s Regional Office for Africa gave a presentation on  the
mechanisms/modalities/approaches and other concrete . .ways for interagency
coordmatnon and harmonization of water activities in Africa.

The ma_|0r challenge will be to coordinate the relevant programmes and projects
.0f the UN system so that they reinforce each other in support of the national
.and regional goals and priorities for sustainable development in, and among,

African countries. Co-ordination is particularly needed.in the water resource
programmes of the UN system so that they proceed along complementary,

-rather than parallel, directions.- The UN:system must renew! its efforts to find

new and more effective ways of coordinating its agency acfivities.

- Coordination can become an activity in itself.- Yet, programmes with dlfferent

often competing goah cannot be coordinated without first making their goals
compatible. The first and most important activity is setting up shared goals and
one common policy framework for the UN system’s water programmes in
Africa. -

In initiating discussion on this topic,; the UNIDO representative reiterated his
suggestion that focal point for IGWA be established; and recommended this

. task to ECA and UNEP. He also suggested that, IGWA establish three task
forces to deal with the 3 major issues previously discussed .at thc meeting,
.namely: (i) integrated training programme, (ii) international conference on river

basin management, and (iii) water databasc for Africa.. It was pointed out that
this meant identifying agencies to take lead roles within IGWA on these topics.
The meeting agreed that responsibilities are as follows:-

(a)  Integrated Training Programme - UNIDO and UNESCO;
Intggrated River Basin Management - ECA and UNEP; and

‘ (c) Wg;er Resource Database for Africg WMO and UNEP
74.

in regard to the integrated training programme, the UNIDO representative

suggested that the steps consist of (a) assessment of training needs, (b):

development of action plan for addressing traiing needs (c) development an
approach for seeking donor funds. There was’ consnderahle discussion on the
idea of regional conference on river/lake basins management. 1t was strongly

“recommended that river basin experiences outside of Africa also be included in

the conference.
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76.

77,

78.

79.

80.

The ECA representative reiterated his previous statement that his organization
had planned a small expert group meeting .on this topic for 1996. The meeting

‘strongly recommended that a' mecting on this topic be expanded to an regional

conference .on. river.-basin management, to bé co-sponsored by the various
agencies comprising IGWA. 1t was noted that the WMO/ECA conference on
African Hydrological Services could be in competition in view of the limited
availability of funds.

The ECA representative also urged IGWA members to énsure that information
on meetings and other relevant activities in the fi¢ld' of water resources be
submitted to ECA for inclusion in its bulletin, MAJI. The ECA representative
informed the meeting that under the ECA proposed 1996/97 programme-budget,
ECA intends to hold a -meeting for senior experts “from the existing
transboundary ‘river-organizations. He. also invited the other IGWA agencies
o contribute to-this. meeting to broaden -its scope. - '

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FOLL.OW-UP ACTIONS

— ¥

‘After extensive discussions, the meeting arfived at the following conclusions

and identified follow-up activities as follows:

LEISIONS:

(A)  Basis and Framework for Concerted IGWA Aclion . ‘
Inter-agency collaboration should be based on the shired goals of the
UN-system in water resources management. Agreement of such common
goals will provide a framework for agency inputs to focui:rpro‘gramming
and/or activities. Such sharcd goals will enable IGWA to focus on
selected priorities such as (a) technical ‘assistance; capacity building;
information exchange; assessment: ‘monitoring; reporting; and
mobilization of resources. ' )

i. There is a need for IGWA ‘members to have access on ':i"regular basis to
information on major IGWA members activities in the area of water
resources management. This will enable IGWA agencies to follow-up

more effectively on developments, and also access detailed information

materials. ~

The UNECA in co-operation with UNEP, should be focal 'poirit's for this
information exchange activity. The possibility of ‘using ‘existing
-bulletins/newstetters (ECA, UNEP, others) should é_:_!s‘o be explored.

2¢



River/Lake Basin OQrganizations:

Another opportunity for IGWA ¢5-operation relates to River/Lake Basin
Q rganizalions. There is a need for the UN system to. assist the Region

-+~ in takifig “‘stock’ of policy programmes and actions on river/lake basins

management, particularly transboundary basins. Such stock-taking, in
which IGWA member Organizations can play a major role in terms of
reporting on the situation (issues and comtralnts) can be 2 major IGWA

. activity under UNECA’s direction.

C)

81.
(9)

82
©(B)

-:‘8.3..'
84. (G)

" Re sg"f[r_g‘g"":Mobili’gtign

* RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FOLIOW-UP AC TIONS: |,

PR

“Planmng and Prggr'g:mr"ning exeréises

Where pomblc IGWA should encourage consultatlons at early stages of
agencies planmng and programmmg exercises related to major projects
or activities. This will allow for ldenuﬁcatlon of possible coatributions

" from IGWA members.

ey

" This ‘i an 1mportant ‘area provndmg opportumtlev. for IGWA
' .collaboratlon “Project pmpoqals on carefplly selected IGWA joint

actlvmes (e.g., thc pmpmcd Conferencc .on River/Lake Basin

"‘Orgamulmns) can he prep.ired for GEF and other donor agency
'conslderatmn o

UN dgencics should concentrate on aqmtmg the np.m.m member states,
for the development of integrated managemént of transboundary
freshwater resources in Africa. :

'
-

o
£

""8‘5.“*"" On the bams of the above conclusnons the’ mcetmg agreed on the following

* recommendations and follow-up actions: -

{A) Regionsl Conference

867 B

M - )

A regional conference shoild be organized on integrated management of

transboundary freshwater resources in Africa. It was also agieed that
the hackground document presented by ECA should be further developed
and this; albng with other 1G WA documenls should serve as working

’ documcﬁts for this, confcrcncc I was further agrccd that the proposed

regional conference takes pldce in 1996. It was also agreed that an aide
memoir on the conference be’ prcpared by ECA and UNEPand be
distributed to IGWA members (and other agencies as appropriate) for
information and discussion at the next meeting. The possibilities of GEF
and other funding sources for the Conference should be explored;




" 87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

(B) Interagency Cooperation

Interagency coordin‘ati()n should Be fjromoterl at r.he programming stage;

(C) Humas Resourcés Development

Human resources development and trairiihg for water resources
development was strongly emphasized as priority areas for
collaboration. Given the fact that all IGWA members are involved in
some type of training activities, it was agreed that a ‘comprehensive
training programme for hlll'l‘ldl‘l resources development should be
developed for mteragency colldhoratlon '

UNESCO was, accordmgly, requested to prepare a comprehem,we
document on human resources development in the sector of education
and training for water resources in Africa. The document will consist '
of an assessment of the human resources requirement and training nceds,
and recommended action programme for meeting the above human
resources and traitiing necds in various sectors such as health, industry,
environment, land-use, agnculture climate, meteorology, and
education, along with the cost plan. UNIDO, FAO, WMO, IAEA,
UNEP and other agencies were invited to provrde input to UNESCO for
the preparation of this document. The document should be circulated
among mteragency memhcrs tn time for discussion at the next IGWA
~ meeting in 1995

(D) \_r‘{g;er resources data basc

The development of a water resources database was.identified as another
priority area for mteragency ‘collaboration. To that end, WMO and
UNEP were requested to prepare a background documem on the
feasibility of water resources database for, Africa for consideration by
IGWA at its fourth meeting’

ROPOSAL, NICEF) TQ CHANGE THE NAME OF IGWA (AGENDA
ITEM 7) ' o " o
it was agreed that this was an |mponant item for IGWA consideration. Because

of the absence of thc UNICEF represenmtwc who had suggested this item at
the second annual meeting of IGWA in 1992 discussion on this topic was

" postponed to the next IGWA meeting’




93.

94.

95.
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97.

DATE AND VENUE OF FOURTH MEETING (AGENDA ITEM.8§):
gL e A -

'Tll-u; m_écﬁngi:‘.r'eitcratéd=the-‘ importance of IGWA which hqs,providéd a useful

forum for interagency coordination “ind ‘exchange of information on water

resources development activities in Africa. It therefore reconfirmed the need
for annual meetings of IGWA.

Several organizations IAEA, WHO, ECA and UNEP offered to host the next
meeting of the IGWA. Given the desirability for meeting of IGWA to be held
in Africa, the secretariat was requested to contact relevant river basin
authorities and other organizations to determine their interest in hosting the
next meeting. Based on the outcome of these enquiries it was decided that the
secretariat would choose the location of the next meeting and inform the IGWA
members. The meeting date will be October or November in 1995

Y OTHER | AGENDA ITEM

WMO and UNIDO representatives suggested that the time allocated for the
meeting was too short for adequate discussions. It was, therefore, agreed that
the mecting time be expanded, if nceded. This would be determined by the
sccretartat based on the number of items to be considered by IGWA at its
meetings. The representatives also suggested that discussions at the next
meeting be limited to (1) integrated training activities, (2) regional conference
on transhoundary river basing management, (3) feasibility of African data base
and (4) the UNICEF proposal for changing the name of the IGWA to highlight
sanitation issues.

The TAEA representative informed the meeting that 1AEA would hold an
international water symposium in Vienna concurrently with World Water Day
(22 March, 1995). He invited the IGWA members to make a presentation at
this symposium. The meeting recommended that ECA and UNEP prepared this
Paper and ensure its presentation on behalf of IGWA

The Niger Basin Authority representative informed the meeting that the Niger
Basin Authority was preparing a colloquium on the Niger River Basin "Save the
River Niger®. The exact date for the colloquium will be conveyed to the
secretariat.

ADAPTATION QF MEETING REPORT (AGENDA ITEM_10)

The meeting received, discussed, amended the report and adopted it. Any
additional comments from IGWA members were to be sent to the secretariat
within one month. The Secretariat will make necessary corrections, and
distribute the report to the members during the following month.

et ) g
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The members iilanked the UNECA for orgamzmg the meeting and the Executlve
Director of UNEP for opening and hosting the meeting. They also extended

_thclr thanks to the Chairman and the. Vlcc~chalrman for leadmg them effcctlvely
“in their deliberations. o
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UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA
Third Annual Session of the Interagency Group for Water in Africa
Nairobi, Kenya, 15-16 November 1994

Statement of Mr. Layashi Yaker, United Nations Under-
Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa

Your Excellency
Madame Elizabeth Dowdeswell
United Nations Under Secretary General
and Executive Director of the
United Nations Environment Programme,
Distinguished Agency representatives,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is indeed my pleasure to send this message on the occasion of the opening ceremony
of the Third Annual Session of the Interagency Group for Water in Africa (IGWA). One of the
most important objectives of IGWA is to enhance coordination, collaboration and harmonization
of water fcsourccs activities in Africa by various UN agencies and other [ntergovernmental
organizations. From that point of view, I consider the sessions of IGWA very important and |
had the best intention to be personally present to discuss with you matters of mutual interest in
thésc areas. However, 1 regret to say that my prior engagements prevent me from doing so. But
I assure you that [ will closely follow the outcome of your deliberations at your Third Annual

Meetiflg.

At the very outset, let me congratulate and thank Madame Elizabeth Dowdeswell
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programmed (UNEP) and her hard
working colleagues for hosting this Third Annual Session of IGWA in this beautiful settings cf

the United Nations Centre in the beautiful city of Nairobi. This is the first time, in the three
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years hfe of IGWA that its annual session is laktng place outmde lls secrelanal at UNECA at

Addls Ababa Ethmpra I am sure you will agree wrth me that the Group took the nght decrsron

i Voo
-(L',

tast year at rts Second Annual Session to accept the generous offer by the UNEP secretartat to

Jrl

ho<;t this thtrd session. You can fee] the warmth of hospltahty ofconcerned UNEP staff membem

L) 5 lyi

by thc wonderful and smooth arrangcments for the meettng mcludmg the hotel and transportatlon_

arrangements to and from the UNEP secretanat On your behalf and on'my own behalf let me
thank wholeheartedly the Executive Drrector of UNEP and her staff for therr warm hosprtahty

i

accorded to all of us. We already feel quite comfortable being here at UNEP.

As l have noted earlrer I consrder the sessrons of IGWA very rmponant For one thing,
_ IGWA is expectecl to enhance coordlnatton collaboratron and harmonlzatlon of water resources
act1v1ttes m Afrrca by varrous UN agencres and other Intergovemmental orgamzatlons and thuq
make the |rnpact of theee actrvmes |n various Afrtcan member States more meamngful and
: 'VlSlblC For another lGWA is expected to enhance the workmg relauonshrp m water sector in
~A‘frlca between and among the UN agencies and other concerned IGOs. Thus it is expected to
contnbute to the effectiveness and efﬁcrency of these orgamzauons |n servmg the 1nterests of
_Afrtcan member States by avordmg cluphcauon and overlappmg of actwrtres to, the maxtmum

| extent possrble IGWA in this way, can contnbute to the echnency of the UN agencres and

other lGOs themselves in their water sector actrvrtles in Africa.

_Drstmgurshed Partlcrpants
Ladres and Gentlemen

Three years back [GWA was formed with a mandate from our global counterpart namely
_the UNACC [nter secretariat Group for Water Resources o enhancc coordlnatton and

harmomzatton of water resources act1v1ttes in Afnca by various UN agencres and other
P l|

intergovernmental orgamzatrons The expectattons were that there would be more interactions,

- more jomt acttvrtles in the water sector in Afrtca by these orgamzatlons In this connection, the

o

“success of the Group S0 far can at best be descrtbed as mixed. Although there has been a
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_ 51gmﬁcam increase in 1ntcract|ons and joint activities between ECA and UNEP émd to a limited
scale between ECA and WMO, such collaborative efforts between and among othcr agenmes
have either been limited or not kn_ownitq us. One of the objectives of hav_mg thesc annual
sessions is not only to enhance such joint collaborative efforts but also to exchange info-rma,tion
on sﬁch activities. I hope by lhc end of your two day meeting, you will not only know more

about your collaborative efforts in these. areas, but you will also come up with plans for future

collaborations; between our agencies in this important sector in Afnca.

[ am pleased to nate that one of your agenda items at this sesston will deal with
identifying priority areas for,._coope'ratio'gr_and_ collaboration between our agencies in water sector
in Africa. As you know “here are, a number of areas where th;a UN agcncics could combine their
efforts. These, include the N;lc river and lake Matawi basin, the Zambezi river basinp, the Lake
Chad basin, to name only a few. These and other river and lake basins in Africa hold immense
potential for development.and they ali face critical problems in their 1ntcgrated_ development. -The
problems range from lack of political will on the part of the basin countries to the administrative,
managerial and financial problems. | believe, in all these areas, the UN and other 1GOs: can
jointly make a significant contributions in promoung mutual undcrstandmg and inter-country
cooperation among the basin countries. For years, UNECA has becn trying to do JUSt that in a
number of areas. For example, UNECA has been trying to bring together the Nile basin
countries through the auspices of the UNDUGU Group. Two years back, we were successful in
having these Nile basin countries agree on a memorandum of understanding (MOU) for mutual
cooperation ana collaboration for integrated development of the Nile river basin aréa. The MOU
agreed upon at the expert neeting in Cairo in 1992 was placed at the Group’s ministerial level
meeting at Addis Ababa in 1993 where it was stalled by the member States for reasons best
known to them. Thus, ‘the effort of UNECA in this imponant area which came very close to a
successful conclusion was again submerged into uncertainty for sometime to come for reasons

of sensitivity. of the issue among the Nile basin countries.

I know of other international initiatives like the Nile 2001 and the Tecconile initiatives

3

for these same purposes which also so far achieved only limited success.
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Another priority area which needs the attention of both member States, UN and other
international agencies and donor countries are the LCBC, Lake Malawi and ‘itie Zambezi river
basin areas to name a few. Yet, another priority area for interagency cooperation is in the
profmotién-of subregionaliand regional cooperation including TCDC dnd ECDC specially among
the existing*transboundary. river basin organizitions in ‘Africa. - This will not“only fead to
_cooperationand collabération’ between ‘these organizations but also contribute to fHe ‘goals and
objectives of the African Economic Community by bringing these organizations closer together
in their working relationship. It.is my' firm belief that if the UN and other iniemational agencies
combine their efforts and undertake joint activities in these areas, their impact will be much more
effective and visible and the member States will appreciate such joint activities as it will benefit
them immensely. [ shal) therefore appeal to all of you here to plan and agree upon future joint

activities by your agencies in these and other similar areas.

Distinguished participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

There are a number of other areas in water sector in Africa where various UN agencies
can collaborate. This include exchange of information and data base, exchange of reports and
joint advisory and technical assistance missions to the African member States. These activities
will strengthen the working relationship between the UN agencies and at the sametime witl make
the activities more cost effective and their impact on the African member States meaningful. 1
recall that recently ECA carried out field missions in water resources sector to African member
States on behalf of the UN Headquarters and the Islamic Development Bank. This kind of
arrangements make the missions more cost effective as well as they enhance cooperaticn between
thes:e agencies. | am also happy to report that there are excellent cooperation between ECA and
the !League of Arab States in water sector in Africa. I am convinced that similar type cooperative

efforts can be repticated between other UN agencies and 1GOs in Africa.-
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

L

PR

You have an important agenda for the next two days. *Much can be achieved in the way
of cooperative arrangements between our organizations and | am optimistic you will ‘do justice

to your agenda and make your this once a-year meeting fruitful and meaningful.

. wish you success in your deliberations. Thank you.



Annex 3

THIRD ANNUAL MEETING -OF THE INTERAGENCY
GROUP FOR WATER IN AFRICA

Nairobi, 15-16 November 1994 -

Statement by the WMO -Represeg_g;a_tive
-
Mr Chairman,

I would like, on'‘behalf of ‘the”Secretary-General of WMO,
Prof.” Patrick Obadsi, “to express -my Ofganization’s appreciatiom™
to ‘the RExecutive Secretary-of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa for his kind-invitation to participate ‘ip '
this meeting: Prof. Obasi -has requested me to* convey to you ‘hig
best ‘wishes for a successful: meet1ng ' ' T

Mr Chairman; WMO’s involvement in.water ig defined under the *
Organization’s Hydrology and Water Resources Programme. . The’
overall objective of this programme, as contained in the WMO Long
Term Plan, ‘for the decade -1992.'- 2001 is: S
. ®mTo engure .the assessmént and forecasting of the quantity -

- and quality of water resources, in ‘order to.meet the needs -

of all sectors of -society, "to enable the mitigation of"

. 'water:-related hazards, ‘and to maintain or to enhance the
condition of the global environment®. LRt '

Thig objective is reviewed every:four years-by Congress and
could be modified in accordance with the changing needs of
Members: and- -with. techmological developments. ~The current
objective. includes promoting- the dévelopment of, at -least 'the :
minimum-capabilities in developing countries -through technology'*®
transfer and technical assistance:to enable them, on their own, -
to assess their water regources on'a continuing basis, to respond -
to- the ithreats of floods and- - droughts.and thus .meet all the
requirements for water and ite use'and management: CT e Y

& The Hydrology and Water. Resources:Programme ig divided into*’
three mutually supporting component’ *programmes: = - poo R




° Operational Hydrology Programme (OHP) - Basic Systems

° Operational Hydrology .Programme (QHP). --. Applications
and Environment )

° Programme on Water-related Issues

: ' An urportant part of the OHP .1s the Hydrolog1ca1 Operat.lonal
Hu.ltlpuzpose System, perhaps better known by its acronym HOMS,
which has been developed for t.he transfer of hydrologr:.cal"’
technologry among part.tc:.pat.lngr COU.HtI'.IES. The system which was |
established in. 1981 now has over 440 p1eces of hydrologucal "
technology available to the 118 part1c.1pat.1ng countries. To date-
3156 transfers have been made; 340 to AfrJ.ca and 38 from the
region. The develop.tng countrles are by far the ma_]or
beneficiaries of th.ls system ‘

The OHP is the major water programme of WMO and contains
J.mportant regional components The reg10na1 component for Africa
is formulated and J.nplemented by the WMO Reg.tonal Assoc.1at10n for
Africa tduch meets every four years. Thig Assoc.tatzon with a
present memhershlp of 56 countrles is currently meetJ.ng in
the Botswana capital Gaborone The dJ.BCUSSJ.ODS of ‘this meeting
could therefore provide valuable imputs to the Gaborone
deliberations on Hydrology and Water Resources whlc:h is. scheduled
to start on Fr.lday 18 November.

Apart from the OHP a number of the water- related actlv.lt.les'{
of WMO is linked to other technmical and scientific programes of
the Organization. This includes the World Climate Programme m |
Wh.l.('.'.h the mpact ‘of climate change and cllmte varlab.r.llty on ;
global freshwater resources, sea level rzse, and drought and
desertification are maJor studles. It is also lJ.nked to thef.
Tropical Cyclone Programe which alms at m.1t1gat1ng the effect“
of tropical storms such as hurrlcanes, cyclones and typhoons and
their floods and storm surges th.c.h annually ravage many areas
of the world. The south eastezn and -central parts of AfrJ.ca are'
frecuentlv under threat.



“ Mr Chairman a number of gtudies, in particular,..the.World
Bank/UNDP:Sub-Saharan African Hydrological Assessment Project and.
the  WMO/UNESCO Régional Water Resourcés Assegsment report have

shown that mSst of the Hydrological Services in Africa ‘have now.

declined to -such a level that they cannot meet thé needs for:
water regources ‘data and informition either for the development
of natioénidl prdjécts or for broader sub-regional or regional:

studies. Thig ‘§ifuation in-Africa, as well as in other developing .

regions, has ‘éicouraged WMO and the World Bank to develop the:
concept of a-World Hydrological Cycle Observing System’ (WHYCOS) .
WHYCOS® ‘ig* dedicated to -support and encourage Hydrological
Seivices through capacity building.. The System is .conceived as
a monitoring network trangmitting observations from selected key
stationd at-prescribédintervals, via satellites, to national and
regional’ centres. ‘Stage one of the 'initial component for Africa
(HYCOS-Africa)..is to establish a network ‘of 100 stations..
Detailed proposals for a mnetwork for the SADC countries were:
agreed with SADC-EIMS. A request from IGAAD for assistance in
préparing' .a .similar - project -has been received and WMO is

currently ‘consulting with::.the World Bank on -this request. With
regard .té° West and: Ceptral Africa, a .- number of - individual
countried have expresgéd interest im having WHYCOS, implemented,

in the sub-region Support. for the project by a sub-regional -body.

would serve as a catalyst for further action. Also within the

WHYCOS framewéjt'"k, a MED-HYCOS network is being developed for the
benefit of the countries of the Mediterranean rim. Together,
these different components when implemented should provide a
strong boost to African hydrological activities.

On the question of inter-agency co-operation in the field
of water, WMO maintains good links with ECA particularly with
regards to the joint planning of meetings in Africa. There is a
good working relationship with IAEA. Within the framework of the
GEMS-WATER programme, activities are planned and implemented
jointly with UNEP, WHO and UNESCO, particularly in the area of
water quality during the last few years. WMO’s closest links in
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hydrology and water resources are with UNEBSCO. Over the years WMO

dnd UNESCO have improved their collaboration in:hydrology to the:

extent that a number of Member countries of both organizations

have recognized the benefits of even closer integration of..
UNESCO’s - IHP and WMO’s OHP  activities at npatiopnal and.
international levels. Consequently, a Task Group was: get -up.

between' the two agencies with..the purpose of examining:current
and planned activities and making proposals for bringing about
thig integration. . In considering the different.alternatives, the

Group adopted a step by step approach, at.the bottom level there .

were a' number of small changes that could be. made easily and

rapidly,  for example more joint publications... At the top level, .
over a longer time-period and with more difficulty -there is the:,

possibility of establishing a single identifiable international;

programme in hydrology with. one governing body ..and -one.

secretariat-—the . International Hydrology and Water .Resources

Programme. . e i

=

Mr Chairman, WMO’s primary focus. in: Africa -is the
application of meteorology and hydrology ‘towards increasing food

production and in mitigating . the: effects: of natural disasters.. .

WMO therefore stands committed to ¢o-operating :fully with the:
Organizations of the United Nations System in achieving this

goal.: .. T )
‘ THANK YOU .

4.0
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-UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR* HUMAN SETTLEMENTS (HABITAT
THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE INTERAGENCY’ GROUP
FOR WATER' IN AFRICA

NAIROBI, 15-16 NOVEMBER 1994

OPENING STATEMENT

1

UNCHS - (Habitat) ACTIVITIES IN THE- AREA OF WATER" RESOURCES AND
ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE

il

UNCHS (Habltat)_core ‘activities on urban water resources and -
related env1ronmental infrastructure services (water supply, ..
sanitation®.and drainagé) are executed ‘under its Settlements

Infrastructureiand Environment Programme (SIEP) “ In addition to-
its regularnresearch programmes, SIEP pro;ects carry out field
research and capac1ty bu1ld1ng act1v1t1es 1n several c1t1es of
developlng countrles ‘ )

oo . P ‘ * .o - -

The: creatlon”of SIEP Answers a set - of emerglng demands for the

delivery of adequate external support activities ‘in developing

countries. In the first place, SIEP tries to respond to .

inc¢reased national and 1nternatlonal concerns to- ‘execute actlons
to ‘achieve® sustalnable patterns of settlements development As -

such, SIEP ‘is developlng strategles 'tot 1mplement the:j

recommendatlons for action--on ‘urban “-water- “resources and

environmental infrastructure ‘services 1ncluded in Chapters 7 and )

18 of Agenda 21

Secondly, current trends towards devolv1ng competences of local
authorities and service- agenc1es*for ‘the management “of urban
water resources and environmental infrastructure services makes:
1mperat1ve the design of strategles to assist these authorities.
in bulldlng thelr capacxty to assume thelr new respon31b111t1es

- ER it

A third aspect relates to the demand for the implémentation of
support act1v1t1es that are more respongive to actual natlonal
and-‘local needéﬁ "As’ such, SIEP's project execution’ strategy ’
contemplates worflng in close coordination with'’ local authorltles
and "the c¢reationr of -consultatives mechanisms to promote the
participation Gf other stakeholders on’ urban water resources and
service management :

. -J -

Flnally, ~thel: récognised need for greater eff1c1ency in the-
management-i*'of - ‘urban* water resourcées and: env1ronmental
1nfrastructure services demands -the development of 1nnovat1ve
management : technologles and software suitable’ for thelr
application in developing countries. As-such, "SIEP i&° giving-
increased priority to the development of appropriate management
tools and instruments for the use and allocation of water
regsources and infrastructure services.

To respond effectively to the above demands, SIEP's field
research and capacity building activities are executed at the
local level and in partnerships with the local authorities of the
citiegs where it ocraratrec Tha Dy s rmmm e PR, PR
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executed by .other organlzatlons of the ‘United Nations system.
At present, ‘coordination is done in an ad-hoc basis and not as
part of overall agreements for country level cooperation. SIEP
is coordinating some of its on-going field activities with UNDP,
WHO and UNICEF.

Current research and development activities of the programme
focus on the review and design of instruments for the assessment
of . effective demand for water resources and . infrastructure,
services. Work is also being done on the formulation of
appropriate instruments for the appraisal of investment options
on water resources and infrastructure services delivery- -

UNCHS . (Habitat) ‘"Urban Management Programme"f (UMP) _and

"Sustainable Cities Programme" (SCP),..despite .their broader
coverage of urban issues, also touch upon some_aspects of water .
resources, water supply and sanitation (1nfrastructure component) -
mariagement in urban areas. UMP is executed in collaboration with:.
the UNDP and World Bank. The Sustainable Cities Programme

1mplements the environmental component of UMP. WHO is a partner

in. tHe execution of. thls component - Lo~

In addition to the above act1v1t1es UNCHS (Habltat) has a broad
programme of country level. technlcal cooperation projects. on
shelter and urban development. A significative part of these
projects have a water resources and environmental 1nfrastructure

component, thus reflecting an 1ncrea51ng demand for support in ..
thése areas within an overall policy of integrated urban .

settlements development. The coordination of these projects with
other agencies of the. United Nations system is done in a ad-hoc
basis, normally. through the United ;,N@thPS Resident
Representative in the respective countries. ..,

JUNCHS (Habitat) has also started preparatory, act1v1t1es for the .

Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat
II) to take place in 1996, .20 vyears .after, the . Vancouver
(Habitat). It has been established that the main outcomes of. the
conference will be d "statement of principles" and.an "action

plan" for the improvement of human settlements conditions in-an -

urbanizing world. The sustalnable management of urban water
resources and env1ronmental 1nfrastructure services 1is an.
1mportant component in the formulation of a plan of, action to
improve human settlements conditions. Habitat II Secretariat is
taking the necessary measures Lo ensure that the. preparatory
process and the outcomes of the Conference- take into

consideration and are coordination with the efforts. K of other .
United Nations Agencies and activities, such as those of the ACC . .

Subcommittee on Water Resources.
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CONTRIBUTION OF NBA TO THE 3rd CONFERENCE
_ OF THE INTER- AGENCY GROUP FOR WATER IN AFRICA
_(NAIROBI 15th to 16th NOVEMBER 1994

Mr. Chairman,
e ot . P W . oo LT . - 1

Honourable.Delegates,

¢ w7 ~The Executive Secretary of .the Niger. .Basin Authority: (NBA). Alhaji
s - OTHMAN Mustaphai-requested meto-extend his, greetings, many ! thanks :for the
invitation extended to NBA to participate in this Conference and. he - sends

his message of praying success for our meeting.

e . " - - - .

v Mr Chairman,

EE o~ o oma eyt Ta .
. L ..

The ngeL 5831n Author;ty is one of the oldes+ Inter-covernmental
QOrganisations in the West African sub—reglon 1f one con51ders the date
of its creation in 196 as the Niger River Commission (NRC) charged with
the responsability of organising regional cooperation with a vieﬁ to harmo-
niously-harnassing the natural rescurces of -the Niger Basin.,-. 4. .,

IR Tl S D 1 r i . .'.'?i‘v:"‘-'."‘ oL T oL ! : - A
.7..r . In 1980, the Niger River Commission (NRC) . was. transformed to the
-Niger Basin-Authority (NBA) by.the.2nd Summit of its Heads of  .States and
. Governments in, order:to-accelerate the integrated development of .. the - Basin
* which consequently reinforce Cooperation among the Member -States. These
. ‘Member States sharing the 2,000,000 sq, .km of the Basin are : Benif, Burkina
-i=) 'Faso,Cameroon, -Cote d'Ivoire, Guinea, Mali, Niger; 'Nigeria :..and- Tchad.

< Studies on the water resources and how to carry.-out. these -studies

) have been the fundamental preoccupation of NBA throughout _ its existence
: Towards that end some remarkable achlevements have been made some of which
are : o S ‘ '

' (aJ A study on the flood ahomalies of the River Niger ' (1975-1983) with
o 3551stance of ORSTOM (France) and FAC (France) ; s

(b) Monography..of the River Niger (1968 and 1983) also with the assistance
of ORSTOM and FAC ;

(c) Development of the Mathematical Model of the River nger with the

-
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(d) The constitution of Hydrologic, -meteofologio;ioaftogéaphio'and geogra-
phic Data Bank with' an- ‘aspect of -personnel training thanks to the
technical assistance from USAID (USA) from 1978 to 1984 ;

(e) Hydraulic management study of the upper and middle course of the Niger
(1983-1985) with technical assistance of the UNDP and FAQ ;

(f) Establishment of .a Hydrologic Forecasting System. in -the Niger Basin
~ :HYDRONIGER (1980-1991) with assistance ~of . UNDP, -WMO, - FED.” and the
- special -funds of the OPEP ; : o

Y

(g) Studies on the desertification control methodsﬁ“in ‘the Viger Basin,
(1985-1994) with the technical assistance from Japan and the Japan
Agricultural Land Development Agency (JALDA) This study comprises
4 substantial aspect of water resources .

Mr. Chairman,

The Niger Basin Authority 1like. all the other 'Inter-governmental’
Organisations of the Sub-Region had experienced and is still experiencing

'serious financial and institutional difficulties. This situation dis essen-

tially tied to the internal economic -difficulties of the . entire Member

. Céuntries. However, during the recent. statutory meetings, particularly

the Extraordinary Session of the Council. of Ministers which -took place

in Niamev;.in April. 199 and the Ordinary Sessicn of Bamako-in - -June, 1994,

farreaching measures were taken to revive the activities of the Organisation.

In that regard, some considerable actions, such as the following, are

‘either taken or about to be taken :

the renewal of the management team ;

the reorganlsatlon of the - Executive Secretarlat

the carrying out of a study on the balance sheet and the perspec-
tives of the NBA with a view to adaptlng the obJectlves of the
Organisation to the interest and means of the Member Countrle H

the paymehte of contributions to the working Budget ;

- the sensitisation of Fund Donors ;

4y



- the pursuit of the activities of the HYDRONIGER Project (collection,
treatment, Forecasting and diffusion of Hydrologic Data) and
the pursuit of the JALDA Project (Experimentation for the control
and the Fight Against Desertification).

In the domain of water resources, NBA has set for itself the short
term and middle term priority as follows :

(a) Elaboration of legal framework for the management of water shared
from the Niger Basin. The MULPOC of Wast Africa has accepted to finance
a Mission of Consultants for that matter ;

(b) The pursuit and the re-inforcement of the achievement of HYDRONIGER
in the context of the Phase III, the project document of which is

available ;

(c} The extension of the Mathematic Model of the River Niger to the Upstream
(Guinea) and Downstream (Nigeria) and its eventual transfer tc NBA ;

(d) Realisation of the Hydrométeorologic Monography of the River Niger,
the project document of which is also available ;

(e) The training of Staff ;

By the way, NBA and its Member States are greatly interested in
other regional projects whose impact is evident on the water resources
management and the environment of the Njger Basin. Some of the projects

under reference are :

- UNEP/WHO Project Niger River System : an integrated approach
to watershed management, with particular reference to sustainable

land-use development polution control and biodiversity conservation

- WMO/WORLD BANK Project ™ World Hydrological Cycle Observation
Svstem" (WHYCOSS-AFRICA).

- FAQ/FEC Project : Water Resources Management of the Niger Basin

by Integrated Remote sensing".

NBA has, at several occasions renewed its request to the affected
Executing Agency on the subject of the evolution of these important projects.

Thank you for listening and God Bless.
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Priority Areas of Activities by members of Interagency
Group for water in Africa
(Agenda item 4)

1. Background: The UNECA secretariat took a leading role for
the establishment of the Interagency group for water in Africa
(IGWA) in 1992 to intensify Cooperation and Joint programming where
feasible. As recognition of this leading role, The first meeting
of the group in 1992 requested the ECA secretariat to serve as its
secretariat. The main objective of IGWA is to coordinate and
harmonize the activities of various United Nations and other
agencies in water sector in the African region in order to achieve
better efficiency and avoid duplication of efforts by these
agencies. '

2. The second annual meeting of IGWA {1993)

The second annual meeting was organized and convened by ECA at
Addis Ababa in June 1993. The presence and participation of ten
agencies was a significant manifestation of their keen interest and
of the commitment of their organizations tc¢ water resources
development and management in Africa.

The second annual meeting agreed on a number of common ground
for future joint activities by the group. This included action to
be taken in the following areas: '

- Establishment of a system of priorities for coordination
of their activities in the various water sub-sectors in
Africa as well as in the integrated development of river
and Lake basins.

- Preparation of a paper on mechanisms and modalities for
coordinating and harmonizing water activities by IGWA
member agencies.

- Establishment of a central clearing house for data
collection on activities of all member agencies.

-~

3. Challenges to sustainable water resources development

_ Of all the natural resources, water is probably the most
essential for life. In general, the availability of water varies
from one locality to another and is dependent on climatic patterns
world wide. Although water is considered as a basic ingredient of
all forms of life on earth, it may also become a carrier of death.
Natural conditions and human activities have over the years
affected the quality of available water. Many of these activities
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consume the available water without much consideration to the
welfare of future generation. This situation calls for properly
coordinated management of the water resources. Water resources in
Africa are under .sever natural’ and social p:é55qrés. Although
water, .is in abundance,. - shortages have become evident due to

.péllution and other :factors, - Poverty, 'on “the Other. hand, -has a
‘tremendous impact. on: Africa’s water resoirces. _The problems

reldted .to water are. .many. - Water use and pollution should
therefore be addressed in the context of sustainable growth ang

development. - The future:Strategies ocught to emphasize and promote

.environmentally .sound water . management to 'énsure}‘sustainable
‘growth. ' o '

Africa needs practical solutidhﬂgo'ité ﬁultjplé,ggéio—economic
problems... .The international‘w-agéncies should " adjust their

‘approaches in their assistance td solve these problems.

Experience has shown that a comprehensive and integrated
approach. to.water resources managément can protect. the integrity
of river basin ecosystems and aquifers and “their ability to
function in perpetuity. Most of the river basin. organizations
(RBOs) in Africa.which were established under various agreement
mainly for sustainable development are suffering from shortage of
both financial and skilled human . resources. Some- also lack

political will .and-:conviction of ‘the niember states,

The challenges facing long term sustainable water development
in Africa have been'identified as follows: ~ - - '

-

- rapid population growth ) -

- indfeasing demands for-water "to satisfy pééﬁle's needs
both in agriculture and in exganding_Urbap Centers

I | .-water ﬁﬁaiitdeegradatioq énd’béifuﬁiOn
- "1Heai£h}impacts

- p_“ground.water'depletiqp

!

conflict over shared<water resources
T+ -;growing world .wide:@nergy demand
L e R

- ‘uncertainties of global climate change

"= 'poor performance of IGOs and NGOs

~. . rigidity or lack of* flexibility . in;. approaches by
internat;.idnalua'qénc’ie‘é and dondr countries to assist

African..countries in sustainable deVelopmént of their
natural resources. ‘ N
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. Priérity Activity Areas

The IGWA members cover a wide range of activities in Africa

. related to. water sector, and to meet with the above challenges,

there is a great need to prioritize these activities in order to

R,
h‘:.l'ﬁk-'-’.—"

5 -'.

. identify the area for coordination among the IGWA members in the
-~ water sector. These areas, interalia, could be as follows:

strengthen the capacity building initiatives by African
Countries in terms of both human resocurce development and
institution building in the region. o

~.encourage and promote dialogues among the river/lake

basin countries through workshops and seminars -etc. to
reach a common view regarding the integrated management
and develcopment of these basins. o

 provide advisory services and technical assistance- to
~member states and- IGOs ‘ '

collect data and information for disseminatién among the

member states an IGOs

launch regional and natiorial campaign for conservation

and rational use of water resources.

tified Activitie r Co-ordinatio

To ensure successful coordination among the IGWA members under
the above areas the following activities may be considered for
joint collaborative implementation.

technical assistance to member states, subregional,
regional and intergovernmental agencies in Africa (Undugu
Group, KBo, SADC,PTA IGAD, LCBC and Tecconile.. etc)
through joint multidsciplinary advisory missions.

organization of joint seminars and workshops with a view
to encouraging and promoting dialogue among the
professionalsi in the member states.

Orgénization of joint training courses to strengthen the
capacity building of the IGOs and member states
developiné effective methods for data and information
dissemination.among the member states and I1GOs.

.raising public awareness as water is one of the most
. Valuable economic resources emphasizing the women’s role

in the formulation and implementation of the country
polices and strategies.

) ]
1)
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-of ZAC Plan. S J

territory. The Lake catchment is:shared-'b

-5
6. __Priorities for Coordipation :of -future ahd  on-going
) . aA-—lJ—-—.act.v.ties‘: s g i e A ”

The IGWA member;agéncies-méy wish to consider the following

activities on a priority basis for cooperation .and collaboration

among each others. .

I. uile-gagig:_Already a ‘number of initiatives such as

UNDUGU, UNDP/ECA joint initiative;.UNEP's diagnostic study, Nile
2002 initiative,” TECCONILE, FAQ/NBP... etc are -underway with
limited success in each one.. .There is a need for coordinated
‘efforts in thi

‘area by all these agencies for a greater: impact and

success. ..This could be .in the form of an Ad-hoc interagency
-Meeting on these .activities.in-the.Nile basin area. '

BN Ii.:‘Lagé Chad Bgsinsi_wi;nin';he framework of Lake Chad Basin
Commission (LCBC}, the activities are now being geared towards the
implementation of the basin development master plan. This plan was

-elaborated by UNEP ang;UNSO, on the basisg of a study on causes of,
and remedies to the deterioration:of ‘the environment of the basin.

The master plan emphasizes the developrent of the natural resources

in- the basin;. it contains 26.projects of subregional nature. The
‘organization is currently executing a project on the planning and

management of water resources of the basin funded by UNDP. There
is a need for .coordination in this area among the UN agencies to
dvoid duplications in their activities and to assist ‘the Commission
in securing funds for the programme.

JIIILizgﬁbggi_gggig; AhiagréEmeht on théhaction~plan for the
environmentally sound management of the common Zambezi river system
commonly known as .ZAC Plan.  was = adopteds=iand signed by the

representatives of .the Governments of Botswana, Mozambique:

Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe in May 1987..- The plan as designed is
a vast integrated development programme covering aspects of the
development of the basin water resources including ecological
components. At present, all the activities relating to the
implementation of ZAC Plan are coordinated by the Southern Africa
Development community (SADC). UNEP and some Scandinavian countries
pursue their assistance to a few projects within the framework of

the plan. UN agencies should cooperate among each others in:this

area to give: subst

antive assistance to SADC in.the implementation

~ A

IV. _Lake wi: The Lake is drained by the:shire river

Wwhich in, turn flows to the Zambezi - Fiver ® within Mozambigque

_ . Y Malawi,; Mozambique,
Tanzania and Zambia. Although Lake Malawi is still one of the
gleqnest lakes in-the world, effects of various land use practices
in 1ts catchment areas and of ‘deforestation -are’ showing adverse
Slgns on 1ts water quality. 1In the past, linited assistance was
recelved from UNDP in strengthening water resources management
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including water gquality monitoring programme and settlng up water
quality standards.. Presently, there are joint commissions existing
between Malawi and Tanzania and between Malawi .and Mozambique, but
there is no multilateral or even bilateral set-up in the form of a
common secretariat. . There s, a great:need to have ‘a protocol or
treaty among these countrles for monltorlng and developlng Lake
Malawi. UNEP and ECA can cooperate in this area.’

V. . Coordination among RBOs: .There is lack of coordination
damong the River basin organizations- in:Africa:. for’ example ‘Kagera

basin organization (KBO) and TECCONILE"belong to the same’ subreglon
and their member .States are the same. But - still their is no
exchange of data or information. .ameng the two organlzatlons It is
very important to introduce the r:iver basin organizations in-Africa
to each other to ensure full cooperation and exchange of -experience
among themselves. This activity can be carried out through
workshop or a seminar to be organlzed by the interested UN
agencies. _ S o

VI. Establishment . ©f .a clearing .house for data
aquisition, proce551ng and dlssemlnatlon. _—

VII. Promotlng env1ronmenta11y sound development and
management of river basins. R

VIII. ' Assessment of water hya01nth problems in Uganda,
Sudan and Egypt. .

IX. Expert meeting on the 1mpllcatlons of Agenda 21 for
integrated water management in Africa. .

X. Reglonal seminar .on sustalnable development of natural
resources. and energy in the context of Agenda 21. "Note: 9-10 can
be combined in one seminar" '

7. [o sions

There is a great opportunity among the IGWA members to
coordlnate and harmonize their ‘activities in the.water sector in
Africa-to avoid duplication and overlapping of efforts and wastage
of scarce resources. Also it will have greater impact in the
assistance provided to the member countries. The idea of haVLng an
organization to act as a clearing house on limited scale is very
much. ideal to serve the purpose of data collection and information
dissemination. In this regard the -‘following information  are
required: - ' . ; e Co ’

- LlSt of all -on going and future act1v1t1es in Africa by
. IGWA members. L e
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implementation. -~ -

Tembers.

List of specific _Programmes/Projects  for joint

R}

“~ List “of "all dondr ‘activities in Affica“&ﬁ”%hé'Water

Sector{

Mechanisms/Modalities and approachés férféébrﬁinaéing and
harmonizing water activities in Africa by .the IGWA
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Annéx I

List of current and future ECA Water Activities

ad~-hoc expert group meeting on p011c1es and strategles for the
development of natural resources and energy in Africa
including water resources was.organized in June 1994 by ECA.

Proposal for conservation and rational use of water resources
in selected North African Countries. .

Study on problens prospects énd strafegiéé fdr-Cooperation for
integrated water resources development in the Nile basin.

Study on procédures, practices, problems and prospects for
small-scale irrigation in selected African Countries. &

Promotion of subregional and regional Cooperation and
providing support to transboundary river basin organlzatlons
and other socio-economic groupings.

Study on problems related to sustainable development and
utilization of natural resources and energy including water
resources and strategies for inter- country Cooperation in
addressing these problems.

Publishing information bulletin on water resources activities
in Africa-MAJI.

Organizing meetings of the Inter-Agency Group for water in
Africa for co-ordination and harmonlzatlon of activities in
the sector.

Organizing a regional seminar on sustainable development of
natural resources and energy including water resources, taking
into account the environmental aspects of such development in
the line with Agenda 21. (in collaboration with UNEP)

Organizaing, in collaboration with WMO, an international

conference on hydrological services in Africa.

Providing technical assistance to LCBC, UNDUGU and other
subregional and regional intergovernmental organizations.

Providing advisory services to African member States and their
IGOs.

Undertaking special programmes to assist the island developing
countries and least developed and landlocked countries of

Africa in the development and manegement of their water
resources.

(14 r'; t‘






