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Ofganization of . the Meeting

lgpening ang durafion_of thé meeting 

1le in accordance with the wishes expressed at the meeiing of Customs
experts and statisticians held at brussels in 1968, u seminar on concepts
and defirnitions in Internationsl Trade statistics was held at Addis
Ababs from 24 May +to 1 June 1971. o o :

2. The meeting opened with an address by the Executive Secretary, Mr,
2.K.A4, Gardiner, in which he stressed the importance of foreign trade
statistics in the economy of African ccuntries, and pointed out that
they should, as far ac possible, reflect all international trade, for
financial reasons, -because 6f the importance of indirect taxation and
customs dutles in African countries. He also mentioned that in some
African countries foreign trade statistice were dealt with by a joint
secretariat and that all the resulis were published in the same volume.
These bodies were confronted with certain specific problems which i+
‘would be interesting for the participants to stud§9 for -other countries
might join these customs unions, which gomelimes were also meonetary
unions, at some later date. B

3. He also pointed out the necessity, for reasons of international
comparibility for the statistice on international trade published by
the different countries, to comply with the recommendations published
by the Statistical Office of the United Nations, series M No, 52
MInternational Trade statistics concepts and definitions" waich had
been distributed to the participants. He also stressed the importance
of the aralysis of intra-African %rade to the work of the isonomic
Commission for-Africa, and pointed out tuat such an analysis had 1o be
based on detailed statistics quickly available. :

Attendance

4o - There were thirty-six prrticivunts Trom the memter and asscoiasted .
mémber couniries and orgarnlzations bresgent at the meeting: Algeria,
burundi; Camerocon, the Central African Republic, Chad, Jshomey, the
Demoeratic Republic of- the Congo. Fthiopia, Gambiag;iesotho, Liberia,
Libya, Nadagascar, Malawi, Mali, Morocce; Mauritania, Niger; Nigeria,
the People’s Republic of  the Congo, Ewanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Somelia, Sudan, Togo,; Tunisia, %he United Republic of Tunzania, the
UAR, Upper Volta, Ugandas the Fagt African Community, UDEAC, the United
Kingdom, The list of participants is appendsd in Amnex T. ‘
L | -

Elebtion.oﬁ Officers

5 Mr. A, Cherkaocui (Morocso) was slected chairman, . Mp. E.4. Webber
{Sigrra Leone)Jand MrfrA,'DamaSSan(EwhiOPia) were elected first and -
second vice-chairmen respectively. e : s
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Agenda, : f - o <
6.  The provisional agenda (E/CN 14/CAS.7/TRAD/1) was adopted without -
any ohaﬂbes.
1. Opening address.
2. Tlection of chairman and vice—chairman.
3. Adoption of the agenda. '
4. Coverage of'the.statistics.
.5. 'Commodlty olass1flcat10n
‘(a) The Standard International Trade Gla831f10atlon (SITC),
(b) Classification by Borad Eoonomic Gategorles (B.E,C.),

6. Valuation. _
T. Quantity measurement.
8. Partner coﬁnﬁryo

9. Areas of difficulties encountered by African Countrles in the
development of their sxternal trade statlstlcs, '

10, Other business. S
11l. -Adoption of the Report.

Discussion of the items

Coverage of the statistics

Te The representatlve of the Statistical Office of the United Wations
gave a brief introduction of document series M no. 52 "Internaiional
Trade Statisiics Concepts and Iefiritions" which had been prepared in
accordance with the rscoas sndebions of the Statistical Commissions A
second volume devoted to the descoription of national practices in the
field of statistics on foreign trade was being prepared with the co—
operation of national staﬁlstlcal departments.

8. On" the proposal of the secretarlaf the patrticipants thought it
preferable to divide the discussion of thls item into twos the defini-
tion of the *erm "merchandise", and "the flow of goods and trade system"

9. The secretariat briefly reviewed what is meant by merchandise. in
international trade. It meant goods the import or export of which
oontributed to an inecrease or decrease of the stocks of material
resources in a particular country. In-accordance with the claseifica~
tion given in the document, the secretariat listed the categories of
merchandise to be excluded from statistics, those fo be included in
statietics and those to be recorded separately. 4
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. 10. Some partlolpants pointed out that the United Nations document -did
not indicate whether goods below a certaln,value, to be decided by each
country, should or should not be included in the statistics on foreign
~trade. In fact by excluding goods of a certain value savings could be
made on the cost of data processing without noticeably affecting the
accuracy of the 1nformat10n ccllected, Although admitting that the
savings in this Tespect sould bs oon51derab1e, other partlclpants
pointed out that there would be a risk of losing certain 1mpcrtant
information concerning some- 1ndu°tr1e59 and that the threshold value -
"in question would differ between 1mports and exports, and since con= -
ditions varied from country to country it would be dlfflcult to make =
it the obgeot ‘of an 1nternat10nal recommen&atlon-

11, The pa“tlclpants then outlined the difficulties encountered by the
statistical departments in their countries due tc the inclusion or '
exc¢lusion of certain trade flows in their statisties. - It was pointed .
out, for example, that it was hecessary to set a time limit ¢n temporary .
1mports, or that sometimes difficulties were raised when goods refused

by a foreign buyer were refurned to the exporting countryu Some asked

how they should record this type of merchandise, some countries- recorded
them as re-imports, this could lead to confusion, unless it was brought ~
to the atitention of the user; others classified these goods under

. section 9 of the SITC under the- headlng goods on returnj ofthers made
correctlve ad justments in the export figures. Some countries also had-
problems  in recording products which were reimported in the country of
origin‘after some form of handling abroad, since the blending or paok&gh
ing did not change the nature of the product.

12, The partlclpants held-long dlscu531ons concerning the way in which
imports by foreign emb3351es or armed forces based in the countries
ghould be treated: Tt was agreed that the recommendations of the United’
Nations should be followed although their full implementation. Would lead
to some dlfflcultles.

13. Other problems were also v01oed, suck as the questlon of diamonds
exported from non—-producing African countries the corresponding imporis
of which had not been recorded in their statistics. These countries
valued the imports at the export price less a certain trade margin, or
" on the basgis of information obtained from dealers.

The flow of goods and the trade.system

&

- 14. When introducing thls item, the secretarlat gave a brlef description
of the two systems of recording statistics used by Afriecan countriess,

the special trade system and the general trade system., It was not
thought worthwhile to go into the details of these systems but the
economic and statistical consequence of their use was stressed. On this
aspett reference was made to the publioation of the Statistical Office

of the United Nations, series M. No. 52. The exclusion of entrepdt

trade frdm the special trade system was a major problem as far as
foreign trade was councerned, for this ocould, in many cases, impair the
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comparability of statistios between couniries.  Indeed,.it could happen. . = =
that some imports and exports of a given couniry might be included in
the entrepot trade of . another and mlght not appear in the special
trade of the 1atter.

15, The‘participants then briefly described the way in'which foreign'- -
trade statistics were compiled in their countriss. Some of them
discussed the problem of the.distribution of customs duties between

- members 0f a customs union, Bnd the loss of resources which .could te .
inocurred by land-locked countries which imported goods nationalized by
coastal gountries which profited by levying a duty higher than the
normal rate. Indeed, although the guestion of customs duties did not:
strictly fall within the competence of statistiocians, they could not,
however, ignoré it, because of the importance of indirect taxation. to
the fiscal system in African countries. It was pointed that this pro-
blem could be solved by obtaining for the products concerned both the
GOUntry of orlgln and the country of conslgnment.

16. Also raised was the problem of products from: customs bonded manu~
facturing plants. It appeared that since these products had already
been recorded when imported, there was ne need to record them again.

17. Opinions were divided as to. whether the countries which could not
supply data on-general trade eould consider: (a) the annmual prepara~
tion of statistics on merchandise re-exporited from customs entrepdts
with a breakdown on the basis of the countries of destination as well’
as countries of origin: (b) the preparatiorn of the. approximate figure
for entrepdt imports. They would in such a case, given the time lag
between the time the goods leave the entrepdt and the time they . enter .
the territory, provide data for converting the special trade system into
the- geéneral trade system. . Some participants felt that naticnal needs s !
should take priority over internatiomal comparability; on the.other hand,. ‘
the majority of them felt that it was posmsible to publish, (foreign

trade statistios) at least once a vear, in accordance with the new system,
since somé African countries were already doing so. g -

18. The following resolution was therefore adopted and it was reguested
that it-be submitted for approval to the Seventh Session of the Confer—
ence of Statisticians at.the same $ime as the final report: '

"The Seminar on Conceptsand Definitions in International Trade: . i
Statistics, . . , : é

Reoognlzlng the 1mportanoe for ocuntrles and 1nternatlona1 organlza—’
tions of snsuring the maximimn comparability ‘of external trade’
statlstlcs and the nece531ty of belng able to assess entrepot trade,

Reoommends to those countries which have not already done so that

'they publish, at least onoe a-year, the results of their external :
trads, uéing-the~system_which they do not noruwally employ (special - .
trads for those countries which.publish-their statistics using the
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general trade system, and the general trade system for those which
normally publish them using the special trade &ystem).

-19. At this jJuncture, a mumber of participants, while expressing their

agreement with the resolution, pointed out that any modification of the
processing of external trade statistics would reguire the collaboration
of customs- or data processing services, which not all of them felt
confident of obiaining. It was suggested that 1t might perbaps be -
worthwhile plamming joint meebings of customs officers and statisticlans
when it was necessary to discuss problems of extermal trade.

20. * On the question of direct transit, ome pariticipart pointed out that
in no case should account be taken of goods entering or leaving an
entrepdt and that one might be justified in wondering whether this
operation did not rather come under the heading of transport services
rather than external trade. Furthermore, in order fo obtain information

- on this type of trade, it would be worthwhile having details on the

last country of origin and its first country of destination.

C13351f10at10n:of merchandise

(a) Standard Interpational Trade Classification

21. In.lntroduclng th?s 1tem of the. agenda, the Secretariat referred
to the following documents: Series M No, 52 and E/UN,14/TRAD/3. The
representative of the Statistical Office of the United Nations reminded
the peeting of the terms governing the preparation and later the.
revigion of the BITC o permit a correspondence hetween this

‘nomenclature and the Brussels Tariff nomenclature. He stressed that’

the two nomenclatures were complementary and served different purposess
the former to meet the need of economic analysis, the latter for tariff
application. He also informed the meeling that a second revision of
the BITC was in hand and that the resulis of the revision were to be
presented to the Statistical Commission for approval early. in 1972,

22, Several participants described the nomenclature used by their

countries for statistices on foreign trade. The French-speaking coun-

tries use -a nomenclature based on the Brussols Tariff nomenclature and also
publisch foreign trade statistics in accordance with this nomenclature. On the
other hand, the majority of English-spezking countries have been using the
BTN as the basis of tariff classification, but continue to publish their
statistics in accordance with the SITC. This raises problems when bo4h codes
aré indicated in the customs declarations, since, for fiscal purposés the
Custems check only the BTN code and the statistical service must check the

. 8ITC. In addition, the %ariff nomsnclature is not sufficiently detailed for

some articles, making conversion into SITC difficult. It was pointed
out that if. these couniries were to use the BTN at a four-digit level,
in addition to a letter such as appears in the series M no. 34, 1%
would not be necessary to indicate both codes, since mechanical or
electronic conversion would create no problem. The Malawi representa—
tive pointed out that his country uses the Brussels Nomenclature forx
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domestic purposes but that this data is oonverted into SITC for submis—
sion fo Iﬁternat¢onal Organizations.

23.  The representative of the Statistical Office of the United Nations

' 1nformed the meeting that his department used the SLTC classification
in its publications of data supplicd by couniries on imports and exports,

in the "Statistical Papers, Series D, Commodity Trade Stafistics", and
that values were expressed in Us dollarm, HEe otated that the countrles '

‘which wére ‘experilencing difficulties of conversion could, through the

offices of the United Nations Resident Representative send their taped
records 0 New York, and that these would be speedily returned together
with a print-out of the converted data expressed either in dollars or
in national ourrency. He added; that those countries which did not
have computers, but only s+amdard equipment, could ask the help of the
BCA in solving this problem. :

24. The representative of France cutlined the research work which was
being done to establish a univerzal nomenclature which would meet the
requirements of inmternational lrade, and be sultable for statistics on
international trade, ftransport, insurance, banking, etc...  This new
nomenclature Would'take special account of that revolution in interna—
tional trade, the initroduction of the container system of transport.

It was pointed out, nevertheless, that the completion of the work omn
this nomenclature wou]d take several years and that the numerous exist-
lng flnano1al problems would alsgo have %o be so]vedn-

\b) Class1f10aﬁ10n by Broad hconomlc categorles (CBEé)

25.,. The represgsntative of the Unlted Nations Statistical Offlce,

introducing this item, referrsd to document E/CN.14/CAS.7/TRAD/T and

a document which gave details of the products in each of the broad
economic categories. He sald that the Statisticgl Commission had
recommended that the deata on broad economic categories of imporis and
exports covering : food, indusitrial supplies, capiial goods, consumer -
durables and nonndurablesn should be compiled for the world,, the
prineipal regions und for sach repcuting country. Further to that
recommendation, the Statistical Office had estsblished the clagsifica—
tion by broad ecomomic categories, and the Commission at its sixteenth
geasion had approved the fingl drait.

26, THe representative of $he Stetistical Office said that, orlglnally,

the BEC was imtended mainly For United Nations use, but that the
Statistical Commisesion had pOﬂnted out “that "..... once an international

BEC was established, national classifications of this type will inevitably
" be attracted fcowards it and it will everntually tend +o serve as a guide~
" line and ultzmately as g standard with wide use" and that"..... coun~

tries might wish to adapt the claseification for natioral purpose in
different ways to meet national requirements. Consequently, the
classification was not to be regarded as a 'standard! classification

in the same sense as wag, for example? the Standard International Trade
Classification (SITC)M.

e e e

Fonmop
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27«  The ssoretariat then outlined this nomenclature, which made 17T .
possible for those-usihg‘it"to-obtain aggregates for the three basic
categories in the United Nations System of National Accdunts.(SNA)s

' capital equipment, intermeédiate goods and consumer goods.. The draw— -

back was that a product might be used for various but, broadly speaking,
producis were listed under the various BEC categories according to
their most usual end use.. A separate category had, however, been

. pruvided Tor the two products which were of special importance to werld

trade: Motor cars, Which'were.commoﬁly used either as capital équipmenﬁ

~or as durable consumer goods, and motor spirit which wag non—durable
“and intended for use both by industry and households.

‘28, The debate was then opened on the Varioﬁs,aspeotS'Of'this;olassifi63~
tiom. It was suggested that some categories might be revised; for ‘ '

example, there was only one for aircraft, as in the SITC, although the.

end use of commeréial aircraft was not the same as that of military
sircraft. It was regquested that in the.current revision of the SITC .

_the.ﬁumber of positions for parts and accessories of thé aircraft be

inereased. Other suggestions were that a more detailed classification
was necessary: that, it might be useful to have.a sub—category for build-
ing materials. It -was also agreed that for exports a classification

of commodities based on indusiries.of origin might be preferable to a
clagsification by end use. o . LT i

29. However, it was made clear that this classification was cnly
intended as a guideline and that countries, if they used it, could adapt
it to their needs; but international comparability, in such a case, might
no longer be guaranteed. It was aleo pointed out that the positious

~in the BEC corfesponded.to'those in the SITC and that consequently data

of particuler use in compilipg national acoounts could be easily obtained,

The representative of the Statistical Office said that countries could
5180 obtain BEC data by sending their tapes to New York. B

» Valuation

30. The sécretériat presented this item on the basis of Chapter III
of Series M No. 52, pointing out firstly that valuation of commodities

in foreign trade presented special difficulties. & commodity, at the

time of “import, might have one value in the”market”existing'between

exporters in one ecountry-and imporiers in another, namely the irans—
action value, and a different value in the importing eountrys the

" resale valué. Similarly, a commodity at the time of export might have

a transaction value different from the market value in the exporting -
country, the domestic value. It was stated that of these three values,
the transaction value was the closest to the real value and that in

fact it was the only one ‘available, thanks to the involces. Tne 1928

. Convention had recommended that "There shall be maiﬁtgined or established

a

the system of valuation known as declared values, that is to say, values

deolared by importers or exporters in respect of sach individual
transaction.” For imports the transaction value would generally be

" the value G.si.fs; and for exports the wvalue T.0.b,
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31. With reference to ihe conversion of values expressed.in the national.
currency into a standard unit, it was pointed out that African countries
did not as a rule practise the system of flcating exchange rates or of
miltiple exchange rates, and that this conversion therefore offered
"no major problems. When values expressed in foreign currencies were

to be converted, the customs services in Africa generally uased the
banking exchange rates. Some participants pointed that the evaluation
of goods in stock ‘at the time of valuaticn raised special problems.

32. Most of the participants said that the trade statistios of their
courtries were generally established on o.i.f. figures for imports and
f.o.b, figures for exports. Some countries, however, in order o pom—

pare the cost of the goods, sxcluding the cost of ingurance and freight, . .-

had tried to prepare their trade balance on the basis of T.0.bs import
figures. The Fast African Eeonomic Community, were considering valuing
their air-freighted imports f.o0.b. for the caloulation of customs

duties only, in order to encourage imports by air and reeestablish the
balance betwgen the two fypes of air traffic. It was pointed out that.
the spréead of transport by container would give rise to problems through
the emphasis on priecing ezxports ex~factory or Gii.f. in view of the
difficulty of separating transport cosis lncurred in the territory of
the -exporting country from those relating to the sea- journey or costs
incurred in the importing country.

33. There was a reference to the spécial‘oase of countries forming a ,
. gusioms union. In the case of the BAC, Uganda's imports, or the majority
of them, were valued for accounting purposes at the port of unloadinge. -
It followed, therefore, that the country's imports were undervalued,

and its exports overvalued by the cost of transport between Mombaga

and the Uganda frontier. For ‘the purpose of charging duty it was,
therefore, necessary to adjust the declared values. The Btatistics
Department of the UDEAC established three gets of accountss one for
‘gtatistical values (the value at the port of arrival), another for the
purpese of taxation (the value at the frontier of the UDEAC), a third

for natiomal frontier values. (the value at the frountier of each country). .

34. In some countries, because of lack of information concerning the
transsction value, @t the moment of making the custom's declaration,
marked® Values'established by the customs were used. The result being
that the shatistics for thess couhtries (for sertain products,) showed. -
the market value rather than the transaction value.

35, It was pointed out that there might be several export values for
the same product, according to the national source used. Morocco was
- quoted as an example, where the valuations of exports differed accord-
ing +o whether the figures consulted were those published by the
customs, the Exchange-cuntrol Depariment or the Head—~0ffice of the.
‘mining concerns. This was also true of Togo, where the Compagnie
Togolaise des Mines de Benin valued phosphate exports according to the
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market price while the sustoms, at a later date, used -the-actual trans—
~action value. To molve thim problem some countries had set up commis—
gions for eiatistical values.

36. It was also pointed out that the transaction value did not always

take into acoount the discounts granted to companles having various
branches,; or the reductious allowed by shipping companies to regular

‘customers, and it was d¢ifficulit for the customs authorities to know _

- what these amounts were.. However, in the EAC it seemed that the customs

were in a posgition to obtain these figures and correct the iransaction

value. Some of the participants pointed out that the wvalues which

appeared in the statements of accounts were sometimes market wvalues,

. but that at a later date these figures were corrected and that publica~

tions of foreign trade used the. transactlon value,

Quantity messurement

37. The secretariat introduced this item with the observetion that

units of quantity were very useful because they avoided the valuation

problems of multiple exchange rates and of rapid deterioration of ex—

change rates in certain currencies. They were also important for

transport situdies and for calculating foreign trade figures. It was

pointed out that the 1928 convention on economic statistics had made -

no precise recommendations on this point. It seemed, however, tha’ net ‘
welghts were more suitable for economic analysis, were used in most cases : |
by the African countries. It had been observed that the United Nations |
publication, Series M No. 52 suggested that quantum data expressed in

gross weights, should be publighed at least once a year for certain

commodities where the discrepancy between gross and net weight was cor—

siderable and the gross weights. were in fact of interest for transport

statistics. The mecretariat then pointed out that ‘the majority of

African countries which had hitherto used the British system of weights

and measures were now making increasing use of the metrlc system, and

that would facilitate the comparison of data.

38+ The participants, described the practices for recording foreign
trade statistics in their respective oountrles._ Some customs documenis
~included both net and gross weights, in others because of lack of space
on forms some data was omitted. It was pointed out that the United
 Nations document recommended the inclusion of certain specific addltlonal
units for ships and aircraft. The participants also pointed out that
the ligt of commodities for which additional units were required was

. growing all the time, for example, the import and export statistics for
fertilizers were expressed more and more in terms of their active ]
constituents. A suggestion was made thaft the United Nations might, in
the SITC, recomménd the units to be used for each category.

39. It was thought that it would be useful to have coefflclents for
- converting the gross weight of various:products into net Welght, and
it was pointed out that the Statistical Office of the United Nations
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were carrying out studies im this Tespects This~research‘might alsor

‘be of interest to the Customs Co—operation Couneil..

40. A long discussion on containers followed to deoiae-whqther or not
they should be olassified as packing. It was pointed out that according .
to the 1956, Custonms Convention, containers should be excluded from the

- statistics, because they were congidered to be means of transport and .

not to be confused with packing. In order to-dispel certain doubts, _
a small drafting group compiled the following definitions and distributed

L. "A contaiper is understood to be an ancillary transport devioce
designed for easy loading with goods in bulk or. lightly packed,
and to protect them suitably from damage or thefts this device

- is designed for repeated use, and musi permit straightforward
loading, conveyance by any transport means, as well as lend
itgelf to easy transport from one means to ariother. "(Inter—
national Union of Railways)." ' g : o

. B, "Recommendstions on Transport Statistics, Document Series M.

. No. 5 "International Standard Definition for Trangport '
Statistics" indicates that the weight of "containers” (i.e0

special equipment in which less than full wvehicle loads are
placed for protection and ease in handling)_shoul& be excluded
from these figures'. o o o

A1, It was also suggeéted that note 2 at the Foot of page 51 of docu~-
ment Series M No. 52 could be drafted as follows: "Boxes, cartons, or

. other means of containing goods which are used golely to protect

individial commodities (or set of commodities) are considered as pack-—

© ing, Bulk containers or "load unite' used in association with and as -

agcessories for vehicles in order to effect. the carriage of goods should
also be excluded from gquantum flgures when measuring the weight of goods
being moved in the trade". C ' :

Partner Country

424 . In introducing this item the representative of the secretariat
- referred briefly to the various methods of recording the partner country
' for imports and exporis. Drawlng up statistics on the basis of purchase

and sale raised certain problems including the difficulty . of knowing
the place of business of the seller or the purchaser. The concept of
the country of origin or production was imperfect for international
comparison, although it had the advantage of showing the connexions
existing between the producing and importing country, which were
essential information.for the enforoement .of import guotas or dif-
ferential tariffs. In exporting it was difficult to record the country
of consumption with any reliability, becauge that had often not been
decided at the time of export. It seemed that a record of trade figures
by eountry of consigmment offered the best means of obtaining acouvate

-
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statistics offering good comparability. The representative of the
Statistical Office 8aid that the United Nations recommended that coun—
tries adopt, as far as possible, the method of recording data by country
‘of consignment for thelr trade statistios. TFailing that, the period
cullection of data by country’ of 00n51gnment was recommended as sup-—
plementary information, _ & -~ -

43, The partlclpants descrlbed the pollcles followed by - the customs
: authorltles in their countries for recording the partner country. Tt
seemed that the majority used the country of origin for imports and the
country of destination for exports. Some stated that the customs docu-
ments in their countries recorded the country of consignment, but that
so Tar no use had been made of the information.” Although the concep?t -
of the ceuntry of origir wes the most commonly used in Africa, because
it was of most concern to the customs, its application was awkward, as.
was made clear in’ the examples provided. Some speakers gave the per—
centage of processing required in their countries to determine the
country of orlgln. irn the case:of the Hast African Community 1t was.
. 30 per cent, The definition of country of origin as applied in the
Common Market countries was also quoted, with referenoe to document EEC
REG 802 (1968) : :

- 44. Some participants asked for more precise definitions of partner-
country before they could take decisions on the recommendations to be
"approved by the Séminar, and it wae suggested that the. definitions in . .-
document Series M No., 52, while clear enough, could with advantage be
accompanied by annexed diagrams indicating the principal trade flows.
The Unitéd Klngdom representatlve then submitted the folloW1ng texto

"The meetlng reoognlzes that information based on couniry. of orlgln
and destination is unsatisfactory for purposes of international
 statistical comparison and for the study of trade flows. It
'therefore recommends that investigations be made by individual
countries, with assistande from the United Wations, to see whethex
alternative or additional data, ‘based on the coantry of con81gnm
'ment, could be p10v1ded” ‘ : :
The secretarlat accepted this recomsendation which was approved by the -
Semlnar, but some participants sald that their countries might. meet
with difficulties in practice 1n changing from the ooncept of country _
of origin to that of country of consigmnment. It was also observed. that.
to ensure better comparability, countries should use in not only the.
goncept of country of consignment but also the general trade syetem in
their foreign trade statlstlcs. : : ax

45. The representatlve ‘of the Statistical Offlce also 1ntroduced two
documents: "Customs Areas of the World" Series M; No., 30/Rev.l and .
Unlted Nations Standard Country codes . Series M No. 49, He said that -

the geographical code of the United Nations was essentially for the. use
’of the Secretariat, but, that other organizations, for example FAO had. .
adopted it. He drew attentlon to the main characteristics of the Code,-

{
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pointing out parilcularly that 1t contained a special list for external
trade statistics and another for industrial statistics and for national
sooounts. He stressed that thé list of abbreviations in Amnex IV would
prove useful to rational statistics departments.

Aress of difficuldy encountered by African countries in the development
of their external trade statistics ' ' '

46.  ‘The secrstariat introduced dcocument E/CN.14/CAS.7/TRAD/2 which dealt
with this subject. Ho claim was made thal the document covered all the
difficulties which might be encountered, but an effort had been made

to deal with the most important ones: those arising out of the organiza~
tiom of statistical and customs services, those having their origins

in history and cases of customs unions, those caused by the inadequéte
recording of intra—african trade, those of valuation and determining

the partner country, and the processing, publication and analysis of - = -
foreign trade statistics. . It was agreed that quite a mmber of these ~
‘difficulties had been discussed under previous items on the agenda. '

A7. Some participants then outlined the difficulties encountered by
their countries in these matters. The representatlive of the EAG saild.

- that the difficuliles arising out of the existence of a customs union

. were not as great as appeared from the document, and were 1argel§"_
compensated for by the larger internal market. The Gambian Tepresenta—
tive although convinced that the problems were likely to be identical
for all the countries, thought that they were particularly acute in '
“his country, and said that he would be grateful for any suggestions
which could be of help to the statistics department in his countrys

The representative of .the UDRAC spoke of the problems. faced by the
statistical depariment of his. organization in the routing of custons

- documents: many of these documents were often lost or went astray and

the delay in forwarding made manual processing necessary. He mentioned
_the Ffinancial problems. raissed by the large sums whioh_tb_be paid to the
Inter—State organization for data processing of foreign trade statistiocs.
Freguently mistakes appeared only at Fhe stage-of;the statistical analysis,
and then valusble time was logt in retracing the steps in ite prepara-
tiopn in order to discover were the errors had been made. 1t was pointed
out in reply that these mistakes might come to light if appropriate N
cheoks were introduced -in the programmes for computer processing, alihough
‘checks based on- the analysis of unit values wers not always satisfactory
in view of the varlations in the unit price'of-Certain capital goods.

'48. The Seminar considered the problem of fraud and undervaluation a%

some length., A mumber of delegates proposed methods which they felt

might make it possible o discover the approximate percentage of under—
‘yaluation for certain products. In this comnexion the Ivory Coast
participant pointed out that the Comité de la Balance Commerciale cor—

_ rected the foreign trade statistics, using information supplied by various
producing -and marketing ozganizafions, guch as the Livestock Services, =«

Mining, the National Equalization Fund and National Asscciations. The
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Morocean participant recommended a method used in his country, which
involved comparing information obtained from consumer surveys with that
derived from -the analysis of production and movements in stocks to which
imports were added .and whele necessary, deductions were made for exporits..
He also mentioned sample surveys for certain products. It was noted

‘that information was obtainable frow the study of cash transfers which

could be traced through the identification markings printed on CFA notes.

It was pointed out that except in the case of certain products, such.
. bransfers did not always represent the purchase or sale of goods, but
~eould for: example, relate to sums repatriated by migrant workers. It
. was suggésted that in the absence of other methods, it might be possible

to compare exports with corresponding imports from paritner countries;

some misgivings were. expressed as to the value of this method, but it

was explained that customs agreements and the existence of joint committees
- between neighbouring countries, such as existed between the Ivory Coast
~and Chana, could help in providing more reliable figures. 4 mumber of

participants asked the secretariat to carry out research into the prchlem

of fraud but it appeared that this type of study was difficult to under—

take with any success on an international scale, since the basic docu—
ments requlred were not available in the countries concerned.

49; The problem of the corrections to be mede in monthly data was
discussed, and 1t was pointed out that these corrections could without
difficulty be carried forward to the following months or be shownm in

.the yearly statistics. The Seminar also studied the problem of late
publications. The delays varied from country to country, but generally

gpeaking, every effort was being made to reduce them to a2 minimum. The

W representatives of some countries expressed misgivings concerning the.

workload this particular type of information requested, represented for
the statistical departments. Several methods are used to mitigate these

cdifficulties. The Seminar dealt briefly with the estimates congerning .

the -valuation of imports and exporis when final figures were still

‘not. known.

50. _iﬁe_participanté finally discussed.the foreign trade indices., I%

- wag.neceszary to avoid confusing the idea of price indices with the

average values of imports and exporis. Opinion on the comparative

advantage of mamual csleulations versus computer calculations was

divided. On the other hand it seemed that the participants were agreed
to resist pressures ¢ publish excessively desailed indices. Doubts
were also expressed concerning the possibility of using the corrsspond—
ing exports indices of the developed countries for Ffinished goods and
capital equipment instead of the average value indices of imports. The

‘Peminar thought that it would be worthwhile for the United Nations to

compile a list of the methods used by the, various countries for. caleculat—
ing their foreigm trade indices and that %hese should be published. I+
was also proposed that for information purposes the work sheets used

for these calculations be exchanged.
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Other business

50. -On this item, speakers made several suggestions on studies which
~nmight be carried out at meetings or courses which might be organized.

" The Seminar recognized that a two or three—months oourse (at international
level) to initiate the statisticians in customs techniques could not’

- perhaps be justified; and that courses at country level were perhape

more usgeful. It also reccgnized that GATT or UNOTAD might be in a bet-
ter position to organize @ seminar on the marketing of tropical products,
and that approaches would be made for that purpose to the 1nternat10na1
organlzatlons concerned,

52, -The'representa tive of the Hast Afrloan Communlty supported by other
- speakers proposed the organization at the sub-reglonal level, under the
statistical institutes alt Rabat and Makerere; of courses of short dura-
tion on external trade statistics, to replace in—-serviece training, which
(for lack of adequate stafflng) could rot always be provided. The
secretariat representative stated that similar courses had been organized
for natioral accounts, and would be organized in 1972 for industrial
statistics.  There was, however, a financial problems while the budget -
of the Makerere imstiftute did provide for such courses, financial dif-
Fficulties might arise over thelr organization at Habat.

53« ~Most of the participants welcomed the suggestion that a working
group on Toreign trade indices should be constituted after the prepara-
" tion of the documents on the subject. It would not necessarily aim at
drafting recommendations, but at the usefuI exchange of information on
and the methodoleogy involwved in, these indices. - The secretariat pointed
out that the programme and budget for meetings for the next twe years
had already been drawn up, bult in the case of need a special item might
be included in the agenda for the Seminar on External Transactions. It
was, moreover, sitressed that, in geweral, financial restraints were .
decisive, and for specific problems rscourse could be had to the regional
advisers or to the members of the gtaff of the Statietical Office of

the United Nations provided these .2mands were limited to the strict
minimum ‘necessary. vecause of the limited number of sitaff available.

54;. There were also references %o the standardlzatlon of custons docu—
~ ments, on which work had already been undertsken in other regions. -
These documenis included statistical information which required urgent
. standardization. The suggestion was again put forward that fuiure

meetings on foreign vrade statistics should as far as possible 1nclude
~partlclpants from curtomns services. :

55. The partlolpaﬁts then proposed that the BCA study natlonal customs
nomenclatures and the problems arlﬂlng out of their allgnment with the
SITC revised. z .

56. -The draft report preparsd by the secretariat was adopted, with a
few modifications, by the Seminar on 1 June 1971.

-
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Countries

Algeria

Cameroon

Central African Républic .

Chad

Congo (Democratic Rep, of)

Dakomey

Ethiopia

France .
Gambia -

Ivory'épast

Lesotho

‘M. V.E. Bakoum, Executive Officer, Central
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LIST OF PARTICTPANTS

Namen -

- M, Nohamsd Boumati, Chef -du Bureau des
statistiques du commerce extérieur,
Direction des statistiques, 8-10 rue

Desfontaines, Alger.

M. Ngaeé Moubeke Mo¥se, Ingénieur des
travaux statistiques et sous—directeur .
des statistiques économigues du Ministére
du Plan et de 1'aménagement du territoire,
B.P. 660, Yaoundé. . L

. 'M.A, Koyamba, Directeur-de la Direction

de la statistique générale et de 1la

- conjoncture, 3.P. 954, Bangui.

M. Naim Sabit, Service de la statistique

- générale, Commissariat général au Plan,
. B.Po 453, Fori-Llamy. '

. M. Adolphe Nzeza, Ingéniocur des travaux

statistiques et Directeur général de

_ 1'Institut national de la statistique,
BaPn 205‘ Kinshasa."—Kalinaa ~

M. Aboudou G. Tella, Chef de la Division.
du commerce extérieur, Direction de 1la
statistique, B.P. 239, Cotonou.

| Woizero Amsale Mekasha, Statistician,

Central Statistical Office, Addis Ababa.
M. Alain Tardif, Administrateur civil,

Chef du Bureau des statistiques 3 1la
Direction générale des douanes, Paris.

Statistical Office, Ministry of Finance,
Bathurst.

balance commerciale, B.P. 1890, Abidjah.

M. S.I. Kitleli, Statistician. Bureau .

_ Qﬁ,StaéiBtiég, P.C. Box 455, Maseru.



E/CN.14/526 -
B/CN.14/CAS, 7/9
E/CF.14/CAS.7/TRAD/4
Annex T

Page 2

" Jountries

 Liberia
Libya

Madagasoar

Malawi

‘Mali

Mauritania

Moroceco

Niger
Nigeria

-People's Republic of the
Gongo ~ :

Bwanda

Benegal

- des statistiques générales, B.P. 2031, -
. Brazzaville. - _ o ' !

_ des gtatistiques du commnerce exterleur,

Names

Mr, A, Nlmle Br0pleh Chief, Foreign

Trade Statisiics, Planning Department, E

Monrov1a.

Mr. Saleh Knalife B Hajjaj, Director

" Pinance and Trade Statistics, Ministry -
- of Planning and Development, P.C. Box 600,

Tripoli.

 M. Louis Francis Rakotovao, Tngénieur de

la statistique, INSEE, B.P. 485, Tananarive.

Mr. Mzumara, Profesdional Officer, Nationmal

'_Statistical Office, P.O. Box 333, Zoumbaj

- Mr, G.7.Y, Kamwambe, Senlor Statlstlclan,

National Statlstlcal Office, P.0. Box 333,
Zomba. ’

M._Sagaidcu'Maiga, Chef du Service du commerce .~
extérieur, B P. 201, Bamakos

M.Maki Tall, Dlrecteur des statlsthues,

-;Bamako.

M.'René Trzepizur, Directeur de la

. Direction de la statistique et des études

économiques, B.P. 240, Nouakchott.

' M. Abdelmalek Cherkaoui, Chef du Service
" des statiztiques économiques; Département

du commerce extérieur, Division du Plan

ot des statistiques, B.P. 179, Rabat.

M. Touis Yattara, Chef du Service du

fcommeroe extérisur, Ministdre affaires
' “economlques et du Plan, Niamsy.

Mr, B.A. Ukoh, ngher Statistical Officer, _ j
Federgl Office of Statlstlcs, P.M.B. 12528 _
Lagos. o ' : |

M. Jean Loundou Embete, Chef du Service o

:'M Fré

Direction de la statistique et de la
documentation, B.P. 46, Kigali.

M. Boubacar Ba, Adjoint—technique en ocharge . E

QP 116, Dakar- :
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Countries

Sierra Ieone
Somalig ™ ...

Budax

Togo

Tunisia
Uganda

United Arad Republic

‘United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northarn
Ireland

United Republic of.
Tanzania

Eagt African Community

UDEAC
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Names

Mr, E.A. Weuber, Assistant Statistieiszn.
in charge of Trade Statistics, Central
Statistice Office, Tower Eill, Frestown.

Mi.' Mohdmed Ahmed Yusuf, Stetistioal

" Assistant, Foreign Trade Statistics,

Statistical Department; Ministry o
Planining, Mogadiscio, E

- Mr. Abdallah Osman Zein FL Abdeen, Head

of the Foreign Trade Section, Department
of Statigtics, P.0. Box 700, Khartoun.

M, Antoine Ameyou, Chef de l'stelier
mécanographique, Direction de la statis—
tique générale, B.P, 118, Lomé.

' M.Rapha8l Booker, Chef de Division,

chargé du commerce extérieur, Direction
de la statistique générale, B.P. 118,
Lomé. ' '

M, Moussa Mohamed, Ingénieur des travauxz

. statistiques, Direction des statistiques, |

B oP » 65 3 T‘Lll‘liS . .

¥r, John H.R. Naszareth, Statistician,
Ministry of Public Service and Iocal
Administration, P.0. Box 27, Bntebbe.

Mr, Abdel Wahab Soliman Badawi, Director
of the General Adminiciration of Trade
and Transportation Statistics, Central
Agency for Public Mobilization and
Statistics, Nasr City, Cairc, ‘

Mr, 2.4, Weinewright, Chief Statistician
of the Department of Trade and Industry,
London. ' ‘

Mr. A. Mlay, Statistical Assistant with

the Bureau of Statistics, P.O. Box 796,
Par—ec—Balaam,

Mr. D.C. Singh, Chief Statistician,
Statistical Department, P.0. Box 30462,
Rairobi, Kenya, | :

M. Moussa Dicka, Directeur anrlcy Départe—

- ment des statistiques, B.P. 245, Brazzaville

ville, République populaire du Congo.



