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REPORT ON SELF-EVALUATION 1992 AND 1993

Sub-programme 12: Tr»iff Development and Cooperation

I; INTRODUCTION

in accordance with ECA's Agenda for Programme Evaluation 1992-
Ref E/ECA/CM.19/23, the current self-evaluation of the above

_ Jogramme refers to the implementation of activities carried
out during biennium 1992-1993.

II. RATIONALE FOR SELF-EVALUATION

2 The Self-evaluation of Sute-programme 12: Trade Development and
^-operation, is being undertaken to assess if the planned outputs
4nd, activities have attained their envisaged °bDoiC»nV??Q^"
addressing the problems ascribed in the Medium Term Plan (1992-

1997).

3 It is also intended to assess to what extent the
implementation of planned activities have addressed thefeal needs
of member States. The results of the self-evaluation will enable
ECA's Conference of Ministers take necessary measures for,ef£ective
improvement in future plans and it will also help to redefine the
oSjecUves of the Secretariat in terms of effectively assisting
member States.

III. COVERAGE AND METHODOLOGY

4. This self-evaluation covers the period 1992 and 1993. The most

samara.-^?KSSfflMwm^s
altltWative shouia have been to send a questionnaire form to member
countftti^i for,their evaluation ofe the activities undertaken under

thii

5. .$&&, un<ier the present circumstances

(recurrent publications of the sub-programme)

''\. i ' ".. i . ,-■ 7 ;■ , i j ■.■■■■■■; 1 ;j i'.^S
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IV. OBJECTIVES

were as follows:

(a)

(b)
Recovery and

objectives

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

tor the 1992/1993

for AfricaTn the

their export
information, assisting in upgrading

tst'srgroup ^eti"s

TTT6""6 °f achievi^ these

National;

Sub-regional; and

International levels.
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Africa's external trade relations and alert Africa of benefits and
potential clangers.

African Ministers of Trade.

v7"v jisESSHBNT OF ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN 1992 AND 1993

A. yi^pg*f>^i,yy? domes%,1, *? trrat*^

African Ministers of Trade,

(i) Enhancing Domestic Trade;

Enhancing the Role of Women in Domestic Trader and

Facilitating Development of Rural Trade Jg
Provisions of Services, Trade Financxng and Rural

Credit. : .

of financial sector and
framework in

urban and rural_-&$$*«

the domestic activities of
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B

declining trend in Intra-Africsn
aggravated by continuous orohi
barriers. This has occurred Srttha
have been adopted at the bilateral
economic cooperation and integratfon.

new r^
expanding intra-African tr
sub-regional basis. Studies

53£

}* mtra-African
?2 studies to alleviate

^situation which has-been
^1"8.- and ^"tariffs
I various treaties .that
sub-«*gi°nal Level for

to ***

out
on

constraints encountering XrtTto L^,, t pealed significant
barriers within aost of the sub-reo1nn«T tarl" and n«»>-tariff
recommended the acoelerat«H u^Z gl I*1 9rouPings. The studies
liberalizatiorprogram^fiL ««TSi "^ ?.f sub"regio^l trade
States to ^sLnTlZtL^nlTt^Tstl^lZ^ *° "*""

and Eliaination of Tariff
E/KCA/TRADE/92/1). larlff of ^1

Barriers- (Doc,

trade and recommended to member stat^ ?L fMP?ring itaken. memoer states the various memeasures to be

the

d.,.iop,.nt

Fair.
1the

^Africa Trade
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So far six such fairs have been organized and the last one
Theld in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe in September 1992. There is no

the fact that the sixth All-Africa trade Fair has served
as a forum for exchange of relevant and up-to-date market

information but it was also used as one of the important means in
the promotion of intra-African trade.

2L- At its Tenth Session held in Addis Ababa from 17 ^J^®
1989, the conference of African Ministers of Trade
the secretariats of the ECA and the I«*^^^1^2£
^CTAD/GATT/ITC) to assist the OAU and the Host Country
-Authorities in the areas of market surveys^__technical
management and evaluation of the Sixth /
fulfilled this responsibility by virtue

Sixth Fair,

is also in line with the above that the Division continued

int-ra-African trade possibilities

26.^ The Division also continued to publish occasional dietaries
Zk „ .the -Directory of Clumbers of Commerce, Industry,
Sculture^nd Mines- of African member States of the Commission
Tte last issue (Fourth Edition, June 1993) was expanded to include

sstsrayssa sassss -asss;Y
on, June 199) p

sasss.s -asss;
snsys3Ssai*snsssnssy^

junction With the First Arab-African Trade Fair

*«*xiu secretariat f of: the Federation, .
Commerce, . fefee Division collaborated *?itn

(IB£) of Cote d'Xyp4^« 1 "'
LWWli>r*Ae £i#®t Volume ^-jBUCh,.^

..„ coun#J# of^fehf West Af||^h sufe-r<^ion was
It contetife^info^mation and p&$&: sucli' ^; country

i"nafe^ resource producfeiem, trade rwilattottt v^\a%
?L o«ft*ft*e pro^oti^ri institutions for feadh'courittY-included
iifi^ I lr*£he expected ^impact-^«^that such A'^irec%ory will oe

-rwa^d ^in decreasing th«^^information pup that 'hats so far
of th^ obstacles; fc6 the ^ahsion of ^ifitra-Afridan Trade.

26.^-me Section has reaiiaed tangible results indicated by the
numfi#t^f requests for assistance-in the trad^ promotion issues,
£radf-information and Tra<te Fairs. The FLASH Pf>l^tf<« /»»

and widely citculated to about 1,500 readers
and outside Africa. The.reguest for inclusion

the us^f4tv|'infqi|fm8$ion this
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29. Requests for technical assistance by the Ethiopian Women

Entrepreneurs Association in the organization of their first Trade
Fair, exhibition and Bazaar helped to get their organization

recognition. ■*-.

C. International Trade

30. The emergence of regional economic and trading blocks and

potential threat of growing protectionism and discriminatory terms

of trade underline the urgent need for Africa to assess^ the impact
of these developments on its external trade. This is particularly

important with regards to Africa's traditional market such as the

European Economic Community. In this respect the Division has
undertaken studies tp review future competitiveness of African

products and the implications of the ongoing changes within the
Uruguay Round and the impact of East/West rapprochement on Africa's

external trade relations.

<a) The UruguayRounfl of Multilateral Trade Negotiations

31. The Trade Division followed closely the whole process of the

negotiations and strived to inform African policy makers of the

developments in the negotiations and its implications, because its

outcome is of utmost importance to developing Africa. Documents

entitled "Africa's Export Prospects: The Uruguay Round and Beyond"

and "Implications of the Current Round of Negotiations on Africa's
Trade", were discussed by the Twelfth Session of the Conference of

African Ministers of Trade in a Forum.

32. The Conference observed that Africa remained uncertain as to
what the conclusion of the Uruguay Round would bring to the
continent and its people. The possible benefits from its conclusion
are still unpredictable. The Conference reiterated Africa's
specific concerns about the negotiations, taking into account that

African countries were less equipped to compete and take advantage

of expanding market opportunities after the conclusion of the

Uruguay Round. As net importing region, Africa would possibly be
faced with higher food prices. The Meeting called upon the UNECA,

UNCTAD and GATT to assist African countries to adapt to the new
World trade system.(1) The Conference discussed the implications
for Africa of the emerging trading blocs. The completion of the
Single European Market and the challenges it poses for Africa as a

major traditional trading partners will require further studies.
All these areas need a careful follow-up on a regular basis1.

See Report of the Technical Meeting of Experts of the

Twelfth'Session o^t&e Conference of African ministers
Of Trade (E/ECA/TRA0E/93/21) 24 October 1993

Report of The *$%$%$$%^^gsjsion of the Conference of
African Ministers^ of Trade (E/ECA/TRADE/93/23) 24
October 1993
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33. Studies prepared such as "Africa's Competitiveness in the

Markets : Past Experiences and Questions for the Future" and "New

Markets for Africa's Exports1* and "Trends and Development in

Africa's Trade and Economic relations with Developed and other
Developing Regions" amply discuss the problem and the implications

of the ongoing changes on Africa's trade relations.

(b) Review with respect to UMCTAD VIII

34. Advisory mission was undertaken to Zambia in January 1992 on

preparations and participation of Africa in UNCTAD VIII. This was
pursuant to the request made by the Zambian Minister and %&& then

Chairman of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade who was

also the Chairman of the African Group in UNCTAD VIII. The Mission

helped in updating pertinent inforraation on the issue and in the

preparations for the Conference. Letters sent through the Trade

Minister of Zambia helped to increase the number of African

participants in the discussions of UNCTAD VIII.

35. A mission was undertaken to Cartagena des Indias, Columbia in

February 1992 with the objective of rendering technical

backstopping to the African delegations (37 African member States

had participated both in the Preparatory and the Conference) and to

participate in the Eight Session of the United Nations Conference

on Trade and Development (UNCTAD VIII). The discussion focused on

the new role of UNCTAD in the face of changes taking plage in the

international scene.

36. Documents addressing "Review with respect to UNCTAD VTII"

(Report on Africa's Preparations and Participation in UNCTAD VTII,.
document E/ECA/CM.18/14 and its addendum 1; and Implications of the

Current Uruguay Round of Negotiations on Africa's Trade, document

E/ECA/CM.19/25) were presented to the Thirteenth and Fourteenth

Meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole. The

sameL documents were presented to the Twenty-seventh and Twenty-
Eighth J3ejssiori qf the<Commission/Eigt>teenth and Nineteenth meeting
of tjj£ EpA Conference of Ministers held in Addis Ababa in April

1992-*in<i May 1993 respectively.

r.y ■> :>*:■:,-:(: -i\<\
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(c) Issue of Commodities .

37 The Division collaborated "with cither international
organizations in specific issues which aimed at improving
international trade relations. Such activities for example include
the Common Fund for Commodities which held a seminar on "Commodity
Development Measures in the Context of International Commodity
Strategies". The Division participated in the seminar which
discussed among others, steps towards elaborating on international
commodity strategies that would improve the situation of the

commodity sector.

38. A study prepared on "Africa and the Current Crisis in the
International Commodity Agreements" attempted to highlight various
measures and specific policies that can help African countries to
stabilize the export earnings from commodities. It also pointed out
the dependence of the majority of African countries on a few
primary commodities. In a discussion Forum on the above topic, the
Conference was made aware of a "Coffee Retention Plan" proposed
following the meeting of Coffee Producers in Kampala, Uganda and
Brasilia. This was in response to drastic fall in coffee Prices.
The Conference urged that such schemes could be replicated to

other major commodities.

(d) Promotion of South-South trade

39. As a result of disappointing achievements in their trade and
economic relations with the traditional developed market economy
partners, developing countries have in many fora decided to
strengthen trade and economic co-operation among themselves.

40. It is therefore the realization of these facts that ?fT
the establishment of the Afrq-Arab Commission pursuant to the OAU
resolution CM/Res. 718 (XXXV) which emphasized the strengthening of

Afro-Arab co-operation.

41 As one of the means to increase awareness of trade
opportunities to the trade operators of both regions, the league of
Arab States (LAS) and the Organization of African Unity (OAU)
jointly and in collaboration with the United Nations Organizations
embarked upon the organization of the First ^African Trade Fair
which was held in Tunis, Tunisia from 22 to 31 October 1993. A
total of thirty three member countries of LAS and OAU participated

in the Fair.

42. Trade and Development Finance Division not only actively
participated in the Fair but also jointly organized the following
major activities of the First Arab-African trade Fair, namely:
Symposium of Arab-African Cooperation in the light of International
Changes; Symposium on Promotion of the Arab-African Investments;
and Symposium on promotion of Arab-African trade.
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43. The document on "Development of Chambers of Commerce and

Industry and their Role in promoting South-South Trade" discusses
the policy actions to be undertaken by African chambers of commerce
and industry with a view to taking full advantage of the trade

potential existing among African countries themselves and between

the regions of the South.

4
(e) Twelfth Session of the Conference of African Ministers of

T Trade

44. The Twelfth Session of the Conference of African Ministers of

Trade that took place in Tunis, Tunisia from 22 to 24 October 1993
adopted the "Tunis Declaration of African Minsters of Trade on

Uruguay Round of multilateral trade Negotiations" and four

subsequent resolutions on:

(i) "Strategies for Revitalization, Recovery and Growth

of Africa's trade in the 1990's and Beyond";

(ii) "Promotion and Expansion of Intra-African Trade";

(iii) "The Uruguay Round of Negotiations";

(iv) "Africa and the Crisis in International Commodity

Prices".

45. It can be concluded that the activities of the sub-programme

which culminated in the Conference of African Ministers of Trade

had rendered an, opportunity to the member States to discuss

pertinent trade related issues and to adopt necessary resolutions

for future action.

VI. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED DURING 1^92 AND 1993

46. The following are some problems identified during the

biennima: ], ?-v ■■■>lvi -; ''-:■- " ■- '<■'!?■ .-U--v

(a) T?he delivery of outputs was affected by/

the continued vacah^ies of key posts, in

the Division?' , , ■;

(b) The activities could have benefitted from

missions for data collection, however due; to

the restrictions on travel in the. commission,

most of the studies undertaken and documents

prepared for the Conference of Ministers of

Trade were mainly based on desk studies and

,-^.xv -^search; ' ^l. \} '. :--<

TVk: (c)! Experts Group Meeting could not take place due to

:iu?'.~- the poor response^ of invited ^particstpants and

' internal administrative and managerial pipfelems;
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VII CONCLUSIONS AND RECOHHENDATIONS OF THE SELF-EVALUATION

activities of the programme.

49 in spite of the various problems that the division *■ ^ed i

S32fSfS
promotion issues is a good indication.
p

mmmmmm

programme delivery of outputs
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DOCUMENTS OF 1992

SYMBOL MO.

E/ECA/TRADE/92/1

E/ECA/TRADE/92/3

E/ECA/TRADE/92/4

E/ECA/TRADE/92/5

E/ECA/TRADE/92/8

E/ECA/TRADE/92/9

E/ECA/TRADE/9 2/13

E/ECA/TRADE/92/16

E/ECA/TRADE/92/17

1 s; A". > k '..■■'

E/ECA/TRADE/92/19

E/ECA/TRADE/92/20

E/ECA/TRADE/92/21

TITLE OP

Report on Self Evaluation of Sub-Programme
12; Intra African Trade, TDFD.

m^ ^rU5uay *olind of Multilateral Trade
Negotiations (Note by the Secretariat).

^^ •* problems de gestion des
organismes de commerce d'Etat (OCE) en

The Situation of Women in Trade in Both
the Formal and Informal Sectors: The case
of Malawi.

Enhancing Domestic trade.

Intra-African Trade: a Pillar of
Development prepared by OAU/ADB/ECA (Note
by the ]oint Secretariats).

Perspetives du Commerce intra-Africain et
seSi obstacles y compris les barrieres
tarifaires et non»tarifaires.

Traditional Trade Financing Mechanisms,
their Structures, Role, Functions and

M^canismes de stabilisation des revenus
d'exportation des pays afripains (les
accor^i^ternationaux de pjroduits de base
et leg,bourse^ de matieres premieres)r,;

Manuel sur l'application des regies
d'origine.et 1 Elimination, deS barrilres
tarifaires et non;tarifaires 4 X'int^rieur
des girpupements.>4'integration econontique
en Afriqu^. .

Integration d^s Femmes dans 4e secteur
formed ^.info^iel,des affairifsj," (BtMa.de
cas d^^Maujf^ani) / "^

rKAO t;

''■■ ■■■> s.'i\
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No: 58/1992

No: 59/1992

Vol.17, 1992

Recurrent Publications

PLASH On Trade Opportunities.

FLASH On Trade Opportunities.

African Trade Bulletin.

E/ECA/TRADE/93/1

E/ECA/TRADE/93/2

E/ECA/TRADE/93/3

E/ECA/TRADE/9 3/6

E/ECA/TRADE/93/7

E/ECA/TRADE/93/8

E/ECA/TRADE/93/15

E/ECA/TRADE/93/16

E/ECA/TRADE/93/17

E/ECA/TRADE/93/18

E/ECA/TRADE/93/19

DOCUMENTS OP 1993

Facilitation du commerce dans les zones

rurales, 1'accent etant mis sur, le

financemnet du commerce, les facilites et

services de credit dans les zones rurales.

Implications of the Current Uruguay Round
of Multilateral Trade Negotiations. ,

Africa's Export Prospects:

Round and Beyond•

The Uruguay

Africa's Heavy Dependency on Primary

Commodities and Instability of its Export
Earnings.

Promotion des echarges Commerciaux Arabo-

Africains (Tunis Trade Fair),

Prospects for Expanding Intra-African

Trade Through Planning of Production on

Subregional Basis.

Africa's Competitiveness in the Markets:

Past Experiences and Questions for the
Future.

Enhancing the Role of Women in Domestic

Trade.

Progress Report on the Implementation of

the Strategies for Revitalization,

Recovery and Growth of Africa's Trade in

the 1990s and Beyond.

Report of the Sixth All Africa Trade Fair

and Modalities for Organization of the

Seventh All-Africa Trade Fair, Tunis 9-21

October 1993.

Development erf"" Chambers of Commerce and
Industry and their Role in Promoting

South-South Inter-Regional Trade:
Secretariat Note.
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Discussion Forum on "Africa and the
Current Crisis in Major International
Commodity Agreements". An Introductory
note by the Secretariat of the UNECA,

Report of the Technical Meeting of Experts
of the 12th Session of the Conference of
Ministers of Trade, Tunis, Tunisia, 19 -
23 October 1993.

Report of the 12th Session of the
Conference of African Ministers of Trade
Tunis, Tunisia, 25 - 28 October 1993.

New Markets for Africa's Exports.

New Framework for Intra African Trade
Expansion - an Alternative Solution to
Problems Emerging from International
Economic Situations.

Politiques de ffiobolization et
d'accroisseraent des investissements
strangers dans les industries de
transformation oriente^s vers
1'exportation.

Tendances et faits nouveaux dans le
domaine des relations commerciales et
Sconomiques de l'Afrique avec les pays
d^veloppes et les autres pays en
development.

Obstacles of Promotion of Intra African
Trade Drawing on the Experiences of the
Subregional Economic Groupings.

Recurrent

FLASH On Trade Opportunities.

FLASH On Trade Opportunities.

African Trade Bulletin.

Directory of Chambers of Commerce,
Industry, Agriculture and Mines.

AFRICAN TRADE DIRECTORY.




