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I INTROLUCTIOCH

1. The ECA conference of Ministers held at Kinshasa from 24 February

to 3 March 1977 determined to deo all within its power to give decisive
impetus to the development of the African continent and to the establishment
of a new international economic order, adopted resolution 291 (XIII)

on the Transport and Communications Decade in Africa for the years 1978-1988.,

2.,  Resolution 291 (XIII) recommended that the international community,
the Paris Conference on International Economic Co-operation and the relevant
United Nations bodies should proclaim a Transport and Communications Decade
in Africa.

3. The United Nations Econcmic and Social Council gave a most favourable
response to this resolution. Thus, at its sixty-third session, it adopted
reso%ution 2097 (LXIII) supporting ECA Conference of Ministers resolution
291 (XII1),

4. Finally, at its thrity-second regular session, the United Hations
General Assembly adopted resolution 32/160 endorsing the recommendations
contained in the resolution of the ECA Conference of Ministers and
proclaiming the years 1978-1988 the United Nations Transport and Commnications
Decade in Africa. '

5. The main points in the resclutionas adopted by those three organs can
~ be summarized as follows:

(a) Proposing and actively supporting a global strategy for the
development of transport and commnications for the continent
as a whole focusing on harmonization, co-~ordination,
modernization and development;

(b) Mobilizing the technical and financial resources requlred for
that purpose. :

6.  Within that context, the United Nations Economi: Commission for
Africa undertook:

- to define. the basis and componente of a strategy Ffor the
establishment of an integrated transport and communications
network in Africa; .

- to prepare the development programmes and plans for each mode
of transport and commnications for Africa, with a view to
promoting the key sectors of industry, agriculture and trade
during the Decade, Studies envisaged in the framework relate
to the following fields:

(a)- CTransport
N road transport
» maritime and river transport
» air transport
. rail transport
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(b) Commuiications

telecommnications, radic broadcasting, telévision and postal
services.

IT. uOPIOY Tilii

A Luter—ageacy leeting = .
7.  The first iuter-ageacy meetin,, on tihe Traasport and Communications

Jecade in Africa was held at sddi§ ubaba on 22 aud 23 warch 1576 at the
Cinvitation gf ie It was attended by representative of all the
orcunizations iuvolved ia traasport and commnications activities.

8. The meeting discussed the strategy and the various objectives set
for the Decade. To that end, it adopted document 5/Ci:,14/.3C0/138/3evsl
entitled "Global strategy for the im;lementation of the Frogramme of
United -ations Decade of Transport aad Commnications during the years
1978-1988." The meeting decided that, ia order to co-ordinate the
activities planued for the Decade, it was necessary to establish a
mechanigm wiich might be a co-ordinating comuittee for which iCa would act
as secretariat. The committee should couprise experts from various
arganizations, ageicies and specialists ia the various modes of transport
and commuaications. - - S

B. lieetin: of the .iCL .ixecutive Lommittee
e it . e A ——r g AW A
9. The Ci ixecultive Committee, which met in Ehartoum from 1 to 4 May

1978, exaained documeat /¢ .14/ CO/138/.ev.l relating to the strategy
w.icll prepared by the inter-agency meeting. '

10. The ixecutive Committee noted that African countries ghould take an
active part ia the implementation of the prosramme for the Decade and

that the’ Orgnaization of african Uaity.should proclaim tlie Decade at the
Lfrican level with a view to malking .frican states aware of the prosramme,
The ixecutive Committee also stressed the need for Aifrice to assure its own
development, First by stimalating thought at the national level aad then by
taking national development optiowus witl consideratios at the regional level,

11. - The .Us ..xecutive .ecretary was asked to trausait the strategy
document to African otates to-eaable thew to study it aud derive from it
their own strategy which takcs into account tueir national regquirements,

12, - Thé G Lxeoutive Comnittee adopted resoulution 500, (WTIII) /Res, 2
WhiChg‘;@ier-aliag”callsrfcr’a tiioropgn study to be carried out on the
sPecific“situation.of*nfriéan 1a1d~locked .qountries anc for the elaboration
of coancrete measures W.icll will eaable that group of sountries to preofit more
effectively froa the work programies eavisaged in the uecace.

cC. teetin; of ihe gpogpmigmagg”qggiqlmﬁpggpgl_

13, Iocumant 4/0?.14/560/138/Rev. 1 on tue straﬁegy was also presented
to the meetin; of the rdininistrative vomuittee on Co-ordiaation (aUv) which
|

’
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was held in London in Harch/Aprll 1978. The document was approved by the
meeting which.forwarded it to the Economic and Social Council for study
at its Geneva meeting in July 1978. Resolution 1978/59 summed up the
salient points in the Economic and Social Council's debates on the
Decade. In fact, by that resolution, the Economic and Social Counéil
requested the United Nations Secretary-General to provide the Economic
Commission rfor Africa, as the ™"lead agency"” for the Decade, with the
necessary financigl and staff resources that would enable it to make
all preparatory arrangements for the Decade, including the preparations
fory and the convening of a meeting of African Ministers concerned with
matters relating to transport and communlcatlons.

‘D QAU Assembly of Heads of State

14. In order that ECA might secure the commitment it required from African
countries for the preparation and implementation of the programme for the
Decade, ECA brought this issue to the attention of African Heads of State
during the OAU summit held at Khartoum in July 1978. The leads of State
adopted resolution CN/675 (B) (XXXI) by which the. Assembly

"1. Appeals to all the member States to

(a) Proclaim the Decade at the national and sub—regional levels
so as to make African States aware of its goals;

(b) Assume an active role in the implementation of the programme
for the Decade;

(¢) Join their efforts to mobilize international resources for the
implemention of various transportation and communications
projects with a view to opening up the various regionse of
African countries completely, due attention being paid to
the special case of the semi~land-locked countries, and to
facilitate the strengthening of intra-African co-operation.

5. Requests the Administrative Secretary General of the Organisation
of African Unity and the Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa to convens jointly by early 1979, a meeting
of African Ministers concerned with matters relating to transport
and communications work and planning to define Africa's global
strategy for the development of Transport and commnications
including telecommunications in the region and to prepare a detailed
programme of action for the implementation of the Decade."

B, Preparation of the Programme of the Decade

15. = IECA has already begun to prepare the programme of operations to be

. implemented during the Decade. Since this programme should contain regional
and national elements, the Executive Secretary of LCA has written to
African States asking them to inform the ECA about their needs and national
proaects.
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16, To ensure adecuate follow—up, it has been decided that the preparation

and implementation of the operations falling within programse of the Lecade be

i carried out in several phases., Jor tne preparatloq of the first phase,

‘ wiich will cover tihe first three to four vears, a group of 20 consultanis

working closing with officials in the Transport, Jommunicatioa and Tourism -
Division has bee: set up and placed under the direct gupervision of tie

Chief of Division. ‘

17, These group ol cousultaits began its work on 1 October 1978 and will

vigit .ifrican countries to ciscuss witlh the various officials tae projects

they have ideantified and then establish the prosrammes for the Decade.

§ The final re.ort of tlie sroup of experts will be ready at the ead of March

: 1979. This first rejort will contaia projects to be iumpnlemented during

3 the first vohase wi.ich sloulc be preoented ia a form acceptable to finascing

ageucies. ' .

18, U.DP coatributed sUS 850,000 aad LCa regular budget $Us 170,600.
towards the estaollsgment of this group of experts.,

18. Thais group is comdosed of t.c following experts:

- one co—ordinator

- two waritime traisport exverts

‘ - two port exnerts

| - one multimodaex trasport oxpert
j - one traasport menasement expert
; - cne road tra .spnort economist

f - one road enfineer

i - -oie rail tra.smort economist

: - one railway eugineer

- one air itraasport ecounomist

S one air freight economist -
- oiie river and lake traasport economist
- oae fina.ucial a:.alyst
) - one telecoinmnications eagineer (tel, ig &y tx)
- one satellite comimuications eagineer
- two racdio and television experts

- t70 postal services experts

ITI. #UTUY. LCTICTS

i, bowordlnatln' Jommlttee for the Decaue

20, The preparation of the programse for 'ne first phase of the Iecacde
will be comuleted in Lerca 1979. The revort will be preseated for

5 coasideratioi, in the first instaace, at a meeting of the Uo-ordinating .

] Committee for the ivecade to Le leld at uddis osbaba from 16 to 21 April 1979.

: Thisg Commlttee conarlses Uaited atlons orgaa1zatlons and all international
bodies Witis a011v1t1es in the field of traasport and commnications.

B. Conference of Africa sinisters

21. As JC: Lixecutive Uomuittee aad the QulU .esembly of lieads of State
called on the CA .xecutive wecretary aad tae OAU Administrative iecretary

]
t
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General to prepare and convene by early 1979, a meeting of Linisters
resvonsible for traasport, comuunications, public works and plaaaing
i1 order to aefine™fwimmbouwdwhale stwxtegy TBr the developmeat of transport
and com.mulications including telecomaunications in the region and to
prepvare a cdetailed prograume of actioa on tie basis of tie objectives of

. the Lecade, the progromee of tie Tirgt phase of the Uecade will be submitted
for consideration a.id adoption at ti:e above meatiouaed conference of Ldinisters
wilich will be held, for tuis purpose ia .ouarovia (Liberia) from 7 to 12 .ay

’ 1579, .

C.  Lomicre.ce of Ilenipoteitiaries
22 The implementation of the prosraiumes and projects uider tne strategy
will require substaatisl resources waich should be soughi first aad {fore—
most at tle national and regional levels, Illowever, cousidering tie curreat

€:> cifficulties facing African gouantries, it is evideut that without considerable
help from the interaational commmnity in tie form of services, equipment,
capital aud teclhuolosy, the programmes of fhe vecade ¢an not be properly
implemented. It is therefore to mobilize extra=ifrican rescurces tlhat the
Secretary General of the United raticas was asked t¢ convene a meeting of
pleninotentiaries of douaors ia 1979, The gectmral programaes adopted by tle
Africaa Linisters will be submitfed ¢ this meetin_ of ple.ipotentiaries.

23. It should be possible to hold the fonfercneoe of the Plenipotentiaries
in September 1979.
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