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I. INTROUICTION

l, -~ The ECA conference of Ministers held at Kinshasa from 24 February

t0 3 March 1977 determined to do all within its power to give decisive
impetus to the development of the African continent and to the establishment
of a new international economic order, adopted resolution 291 (XIII)

on the Transport and Communications Decade in Africa for the years 1978-1988,

2. Reso ution 291 {XIII) recomr-nded that the international community,
the Paris Confercice on Internaticnal Economic Co-operation and the relevant
United Nations bodies should proclaim a Transport and Communlcatlons Decade
in Africa.

3. The United Nations Economic and Social Council gave a most favourable
response to this resolution. Thus, at ite sixty-third session, it adopted
resolutlo? 2097 (LXII1) supperting ECA Conference of Ministers resolution
291 (XIII

4. Finally, ax its thrlty—seoond regular session, the United Nations

General Assembly adopted resolution 32/160 endorsing the recommendations
contained in the resolution of the ECA Conference of Ministers and

proclaiming the years 1978~1988 the United Nations Transport and Commnications
Decade in Africa.

S The main points in the resolutions adopted by those three organa can
be summarized as follows:

(a) Proposing and actively supporting a global strategy for the
development of transport and communications for the continent
az a whole focusing on harmonization, co~ordination,
modernization and development;

(b) Mobilizing the technical and financial resources requlred for
that purpose, -

6o Within that context, the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa undertook:

- to define the basis and components of a strategy for the
establishment of an integrated transport and commun10at1ona
. network in Africa;

- -to prepare the development programmes and plans for each mode
of transport and communications for Africa, with a view to
promoting the key sectors cof industry, agriculture and trade
during the Decade. Studies envisaged in the framework relate
to the following fields:

(a) Transport

. road transport

. maritime and river transport -
. air transport

. rail transport
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(b) Communications w e -

oo 0 telecomimmications, radio broadcasting, television and postal

' gervides. ' ' . - . _
II. 7 a0PION Piddii ! 0 . vwren
Al Lioter—agency Heeting
Te- The Tirst iluter—ageucy meeéiing on tie Traasport and Communications

' 5 ‘Decade in Africa was held at: «ddis Ababa on 22 and 23 karch 1978 at the

invitation of .Gi. It was atteaded by representative of all the.

or;cudizations iuvolved ia tra:svort and commnications activities.

- 8. The meetin; discussed the strategy and the various objectives,sef

“for the Decad¢.. To that end, it adopted document.I/C:i.14/.3C0/138/3ev.l
entitled "Global strategy for the implementation of the Frogramme of
United .ations Decade of Transport and Comimnications during the years
1978-1988," The meeting decided that, ia order to'co-ordinate the
‘activities planued for the Decace, it was necessary to establish a
mechanigm which might bé‘a ‘co~ordinating comnittee for which iCa would act

" ag Bécretariat.’ The &ommitteé sitould comprise experts from various

nrganizations, agencies and specialists ia the various.modes of transport
and communications. '

B.  lieeting of the ..Ca ixecutive Uommittee

g;‘ f;ThefﬁCﬁ:Jkegﬁﬁiv€-00mﬁiftéé; which mét in Khérioum.ffom 1 'to 4 May
1978, exanined documeat Q/Cf,14/ECQ/138/iev.1 relating to the strategy
wiich pfepared by the inter—sgeicy meéting. P

10, . The lixecutive Committee noted that African cquatries should take an

" active part in the implementation of the programme for the Decade and

that the Orcaaization of african Uaity should proclaiii tlie Decade at the
African level with g view %o makiag .frican states aware of the programme.
The .ixecutive Comriittee also stressed the need for Africe %o assure its own
develooment, first by stimulatin; thought at the nationdl level and tien by
taking national development options with consideratjua at the regional level.

11, The i Lxecutive .ecretary was asked tofffé@s@i{ﬁ%he strategy
document to Africen otates to eaable them to study it and derive from it

_ tgeir own strategy wiich takes iato account tueir national requirements.

,12;,'§The:;dgiLxééﬁﬁive Comnittee adopte&'resoulufionfﬁco (.7111) /Res. 2

midch, juter alia, calls for & thorough study to be carried out on the

specific situation of .frican laad-locked countries and for the elaboration
of concrete measures w..ich will eanable that group of countries to prefii more
effectively fro.n the work programues euvisaged in the Jecade.

+

C.  ieetin; of the licosomig and vocial Cowacil

13.  Doocument /C1.14/:00/138/fev. 1 oa the strategy was also vresented
to the meetins of the sdiministrative Uomaittee on Co-ordination (sUyv) which
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was held in London in March/April 1978. The document was approved by the
meeting which forwarded it to the Lconomic and -Social Council for study
at its Geneva meeting in July 1978. Resolution 1978/59 summed up the
salient points in the Economic and Social Council's debates:-on the
Decade. 1In fact, by that resolution, the Economic and Social Council
requested the United Nations Secretary-General to provide- the Economic
Commission for Africa, as the "lead agency"™ for the Decade, with the
necessary financial and staff resources that would enable it to make
all preparatory arrangements for the Decade, including the preparations
for, and the convening of a meeting of African Ministers concerned with
matters relating to transport and communications,

D. QAU Assembly of Heads of State

14 In order that ECA might secure the commitment it required from African
countries for the preparation and implementation of the programme for the
Decade, ECA brought this issue to the atiention of African Heads of State
during the OAU summit held at Xhartoum in July 1978. The hieads of State
adopted resolution CN/675 (B) (XXXI) by which the. Assembly

"l. Appeals to all the member States to

{(a) Proclaim the Decade at the national and sub=regional levels
so as to make African States aware of its goals;

(b) Assume an active role in the implémentation of the programme
for the Decade;

(¢) Join their efforts to mobilize international resources for the
implemention of various transportation and communications
projects with a view to opening up the variocus regions of
African countries completely, due attention being paid to
the special case of the semi-land-locked countries, and to
facilitate the strengthening of intra-African co-operation.

5« Requests the Administrative Secretary General of the Organisation
of African Unity and the Executive: Secretary of tie Economic
Commission for Africa to convene jointly by early 1979, a meeting
of African Ministers concerned with matters relating to transport
and communications work and plamning to define Africa's global
strategy for the development of Transport and commnications
including telecommunications in the region and to prepare a detailed
programme of action for the implementation of the Decade."

BE. Preparation of the Programme of the Decade

15. ILCA has already begun to prepare the programme of operations to be
implemented during the Decade. Since this programme should contain regional
and national elements, the Executive Secretary of LCA has written to

African States asking them to inform the ECA about thelr needs and national
projects.
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16. To ensure adequate follow-up, it has been decided that the preparation

and implementatio. of the operations falling within programse of the Lecade te

carried out in several phases. - Jor the preparation of the first phase,.
wiich will cover the first three to four pears, 'a group of 20 consultants
working eclosing with officials in the Transport,:lommunicatioca and Tourism
Division has been set up and placea under the dlrect supervigion. of $ne
Chief of DlVlSlon. : o '

‘17. These group ol coksultalts began its worlk onn 1 October 1978 and w1ll

vigit Lfricaa countries to discuss witi -the various officials the: projects
they have ideutified and then establish the programucs for the Decade,

The final re:ort of the sroup ol experts will be ready at the ead of March

1979. This first report will contain projects {o be iumlemented during

the first phase wlich sliould be presented: in a form acceptable to finaicing

ageucles.

18. , U DP contrlbuted JUS 850 000 a.d ECL regulur bucget on 170 600

towards ‘the eatablishment of tihis L,I'c\u'.) or exaerts.

19. TﬂlS group is com:osed of t.e fOlthlné exuerts-

- one co-ordinator

- two maritime trauspnrt eiperts
-~ 77 two port exverts M f
- one multimodaex trasport expert
- . bne-transport management expert
- one road tra.sport econcmist
= one road eagineer
="' one rail tra.sport economlst A
‘= one railway edgineer '
U qne;alr urausport economlst )
- ~one air freight économist’
C o U Tbne river anc lake trumsoort economlst
~ " one finaicial aalyst
"= - ong telecom:unications eagineer (tel, 55y tx) S

- one satellite comimuications engineer
- two racdio aad television experts - .- . o
- two postal services experts o C o N

ITI. PO “C.TIC s

A bo-ordlnatlﬂ' ommlttee for the lecade -

20.  The preparation of the programmne for ihe. first phase. of-the Jecade
will be completed in lLarch 1979. The renort will be preseated for
considerationi'in:ﬁhe~first”instance, at a meeting of the Go—ording

'tlng

- Committee for-the lecade to Lé:lield at uddis .baba from 16 to 217 April’ 1979

This Committee Gomprises Uaited .at1ons orgaaizations aud 411 1nternat10naﬂ
bodies witiy activities ‘in the field of trasgport and communlcatlons.;'“

.

B.  Confereuce of Africau iinisters

21.  As LC. Executive Uom.ittee aid the Qal «wssembly of lieads of State
called on the .CA ..xecutive uecretary and tae QAU Admiaistrative wecretary

&,
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General to prepare and convene by early 1979, a meeting of linisters
responsible for traasport, commmnications, public woris and plaauing

in order to define ifrica's glebal strategy for the developmeat of transnort
and commications including telecommumications in the region and to

prepare a cetailed prograume of actica on tie basis of tle objectives of

the Lecade, the programwe of tie first phase of the Uecade will be submitted
for consideration aid adoption at tlie above me.aticued confereiice of Linisters
wiaich will be held, for ftiis purpose ia .ioarovia (Liveria) from 7 to 12 LBY

1579

C. Uoniere.ce of rlenipoteitiaries
22. The implementation of the programmes and projects under tie strategy
will require substantizl resources wiiich should be sought first aad fore-
most at tie national and regional levels. lowever, considering the curreat
difficulties facing African countries, it is evideut that without considerable
help from the interaational comumaity in tie form of services, eguipment,
capital and technolosy, the programmes of the Lecade can not be properly
implemented. It is therefore to mobilize extra-iafrican resources tliat the
Secretary General of tiie Uuited vatioas was asked to convene a meeting of
plenivotentiaries of douors ia 1979. The sectmral programiaes adopted by tle
African hinisters will be submitted to this meeting of pleuipotentiaries,

23. It siould bhe possible to hold tiae Tonfercnece of the Plemipotentiaries
in Septeamber 1979.





