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PROGRESS REPORT ON THE- THPLEMOINTATION. OF COMMISSION RESOLUTION 25(III)

1. The text of Res olutlcn 25(IT%) Inte*nat:onal action for commodity

price stablllzatlon is as ;olluwsau

The Economlc Comm1u51on for &fraca,

Recognizing that African countries accovnt for a significant share

of world trade in certain primory ccmmodities,

- Reallzlnp ‘the need to minimize wide fluctuations in the world -

prices of commodities by hetional :and international actiony

Avare of the role alTeady being played by the ppeolalized agencies,'

asg we11~as bJ ether~1nterauted“@armlgs; tQ‘prompte-pp;og-st@blllzatlon,

Further rocogniziag the nced for urseni. concerted action by African

countrles aimed at stablizing the wworld prices of these commodities,

.THav1ng ccn51dered the 4o uue*” elt;,lad ”Interndtlonal action for "
commodity stabilimation anl she rols of Africa" (B/CN. 14/68),

_ 1. Requests the Excouvtive Secretary, in consultatlon W1th the
-United Natlon; bodics and agenclwﬂlooncerﬂeo, +0 call a- meetlng of
African p¢1mary prod1 sing °cunt?19“ to oon51der the p031t10n ‘of the
agricultural commodv“'eu 0_ main ;ntere%t Lo them and on which
action is most urgent, and 4o place oefore auch a maetlng detalled

kstudles on the stablllwauloa of these commgg;tlBSs_.u;';:ﬂ

2. Invites ruch 2 meeulﬁg to considcr r and recommend further
studies and ccncertsd actiox Lo the CommL351on and to the Govern-
_ments cpncerpsi_with a view to uuu,lnlnb glaatqr world price

,stébilizaﬁion of *thess commcdities; 1nclud1 g'proviSibﬁ‘for"sudH*'
‘consultations o3 are *"5’"**"‘W‘ hopro! 1'31g oount“les in other

regions and with 1mport1ng couhurﬂpsn

2. . In response to thls reso]utioq the fol;rw1ng actlcn has 80 far

been taken.
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(a) Consultation with United Nations bodies and agencies:

~Discussions have been held with United Nations Headgquarters on
arrangements for the proposed meeting. Documentation is being prepare@\:-
in New York on mechanisms for the internal stabilization of the prices
of agricultural export commodities. Similar consultation has been
conducted with the Food and‘Agfidultura Ofganization and a programme
of work initiated on documentation, on stabilization methods and on
commodity'studias in preparation for the meeting. As an outcome of these
consultations which are continuing, the arrangements outlined below -

have heen proposed.

" "(b) Tentative arrangements for s meeting of African countries:

(1) Countries to be invited: It is proposed to convene a meeting

of 15 to 20 African coptries which are relatively large exporters of
agricultural commoditi;s, which have marketing arrangements for export
crops and which depend to a significant extent on one or'mofé_ggriculw
tural exporis. | |

u(ii)'Commodities t0 be considered: It is proposed that discussion

be concentrated on the main export crops of Africa for which the region
accounts for a significant share of world exports i.e. vegefable 0il and

oilseeds, long staple .cotton, coffee, cocoa and sisal.

(1ii) Preliminary agenda: The following items may be included:

national measures for the internal stabilization of prices‘of principal
expori cropsj sub-regional or regional measures that are being carried
out or could result from joint action by African countries, and intérﬂ
national price stabilization measures including agreements of interest
to African countries and -action which African countries might fake_to

modify or initiate agreemenits. The meeting might also wish to propose

further meetings on specific commcdities.

(iv) Representatives: It is suggested that governments should be

represented at the meeting by officials responsible for commodity, stabi-
lization and export policies, including officials concerned witk marketing

of specific products.
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(v) Dooumentation: Papers are being prepared on the role of

marketing boards and other marketing arrangements in internal price
gtabilization of export crops. Studies have been made on groundnuts
and others are being conducted on the other commodities listed under
(iii) above, Participating governments would be asked to prepare and

submit papers on the practical problems and on the methods they employ.

(vi) Date and duration: It has been tentatively proposed that the

meeting be held in June 1962 prior to the meeting of the Eoonomic and

Social Council and should last approximately one week.

(vii) Place: The Bxecutive Secretary is negotiating for a suitable

site and host government.

3. The proposals outlined above would be an important initial step
clearing the way for more specific action in the light of current trends
in commodity supplies, prices and markets. Resolution 25(III) makes
recommendations for follow-up action of this kind in the form of further
studies and concerted action and for consultations with producing and

importing countries in other regions.





