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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

Item 6 of the agenda

RELATIONS WITH OTHER INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

The Secretary-General has the honour to circulate to the Members of the Economic
Commission for Africa the following communication received from the Representative of

the United Arab Republic, ... .

"To the Executive Secretary of the Economic

Commission for Africa

I would like please to circulate to the members of the Economic Commission for
Africa the attached note by the Secretariat of the Arab League on the "Consultations
which take place or have taken place among Arab States in the Economic Fxeld within
the framework of the League" in connection with the item on the Agenda on "Relations

with other intergovernmental organizations11. " ""■ ;

Yours sincerely, .

Leader of the United Arab Republic

(Signed) Dr. M.B, CHIATI '

1 January 1959 n
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A NOTE ■■■■-■ .. _

Prepared bv

The General Secretariat of the

League of Arab States

on

Consultations which take place or have taken place among

Arab States in the Economic Field within the framework of

the League

1« Consultation as a general basis in the Pact of the League of Arab States

The League of Arab States was formed on 22nd March 194-5, in order to secure the co

operation of member states on the basis of consultation and the adoption by the League

Council and its permanent committees of resolutions and recommendations covering economic,
political, social, cultural, legal and other fields. This co-operation on the basis of

consultation stems from the foundation of the Pact on the principle of the complete

sovereignty of each member state. The League Council passes its recommendations

unanimously aa-regards co-operation in such fields. It also passes other organiza

tional and constructive resolutions by a majority,

H» Consultation on Economic Affairs within the League Council and its ancillary
committees ■ ■

Article 2 of the League Pact states .that one of the objectives of the League is to

secure the close co-operation of member states in accordance with the constitution of

each one of them, and in the light of its financial and economic conditions. This

includes mutual commercial exchange, customs currency and other affairs pertaining to

commerce■and industry. The Council passes its resolutions after due consultation and

exchange of views have taken place between member states during the meetings of the

Council. The recommendations of the Council are binding on the member states who

accept them. Such states implement these recommendations in accordance with their

internal constitutional systems.

Each member state is represented in the League Council by one or more than one

delegate but it has only one vote. The Council may also invite delegates from Arab

countries who are not members of the League to participate in its work as prescribed by

a special Annex attached to the Pact,

III, Consultation in the Permanent Economic Committee

Article U of the League Pact provides for the formation of permanent technical

committees each undertaking to lay down the rules of co-operation in one of the

activities of the League. The Committee of Financial and Economic Affairs was formed

according to this article. It is a permanent committee of the Council; it performs

its functions as prescribed for it by the Pact. It prepares draft conventions and
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submits them to the Council of the League. It can also submit to the Council^any

recommendations and proposals which may result from its studies. Each state is
represented in the Committee by one or more than one delegate but it has only one vote.
The Committee has a chairman appointed by the League Council for a period of two years.

It passes its resolutions by the majority vote of those present.

The Committee can also convene meetings of experts representing member states of the
League Council in order to consult in matters lying within its competence. It can also
invite delegates- from Arab states who are not members of the League to participate in its
work as prescribed by a special Annex attached to the Pact. Consultations and delibera
tions which take place in this committee have a regional scope covering the Arab
countries who are members of the League as well as those who send delegates. The ^
Committee is also competent to collect special data pertaining to economic co-operation
in the different fields referred to in article II of the League Pact.

IV, The Role of the Economic Council and its Ancillary Committees

Article 8 of the Treaty of Joint Defence and Economic Collaboration between the Arab
States provides for the formation of an Economic Council composed of the Ministers
concerned with economic affairs in the contracting Arab states or of their representatives
if necessary in order to propose to the Governments of States what the Council deems
essential for realising the objectives stated in Article 7 in the said Treaty. Such^
objectives aim at the spread of security and prosperity in Arab countries and at raising
their people's standard of living through the co-operation and the collaboration of the
contracting parties for the development of their economies and the exploitation of their
natural resources as well as by providing facilities for their products. States
organize their economic activities by the conclusion of treaties and conventions between
themselves tending to realise these objectives as required by their conditions.

The Economic Council holds an ordinary session in the first week of December every
year. The General Secretariat prepares the draft agenda and the explanatory notes on
the items to be discussed. Resolutions are considered valid by a majority vote, but
they are usually and practically adopted unanimously.

The Economic Council forms at the beginning of its session, ancillary committees
for dealing with agriculture, industry, commerce, tourism, communications, finance, etc.

Consultations which aim at securing economic co-operation between member states of
the Council are made within the limits prescribed by the by-Laws of the Council and those
of its committees. Such consultations and deliberations usually end by the adoption oi
resolutions and recommendations which are submitted to the Governments, As a matter oi
fact, the meetings of the--Council during its last four sessions have produced excellent
results in the field of Arab Economic Co-operation. All the resolutions were

unanimously adopted and all Arab States are bound to implement them.

V. The Duty of the General Secretariat at the League

The Economic Department of the Secretariat has been constituted in order to study
the economic conditions of Arab countries, to prepare statistical data concerning then
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discuss and draw
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competent experts. The League has also undertaken to co-ordinate °°n^f^
among delegations of Arab States attending those conferences hoping thereby to lay
the foundations of united oo-operation between Arab States on one side and the other
states of the Middle East Area on the other.

VIII. The Agreements and Conventions concluded between menber states within the
framework oftte Arab League have been published in a book, a copy of which is being
forwarded with this report.
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