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...  PART ONE : CRGANIZATION .OF THE WORKSHOP

Opening of the Workshop

1. The Workshop on the Problems of the Effective Use of Radio FQFEWﬁjEE@hclubﬁ o
in Rural Africa was held from 1 to 9 December 1977 in Africa Hall, headquarters of
the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

It was organized under the joint sponsorship of ECA and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation
(KAF) of the Federal Republic of Germany, with.the co-operation of the Union of -
National Radio Broadcasting and Television Organizations of Africa (QBTNA)1;;.~

- The purpcse of the ﬁorkshop was to enable the participénts to have .as broad a
discussion as possible on the problems encounteredand the solutions to them and to
work out practical guidelines to be used in countries which already had radio forums.

and clubs and in those where such schemes were envisaged for the future. -

3, The Conference was attended by 39 delegates representing the following 23
countries: Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, the Congo, Egypt; Ethiopia,
the Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar,  Mali, the Niger, Rwanda,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Suden, Swaziland, 'the Upper.Volta and Zambia. Observers
from eight international intergovernmental organizations, namely, the United Nations
Environment Programme; the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the United,
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Internaticnal Labour 'Organisation-(1L0),
the Food and Agriculture Organigation .of the Luite: Nations, the World Health
Organization (WHO), the Organization of Africca inity (OAU) and the Union of National
Padio Broadcasting and Television Organizations of Africa (URTHAY, and from four
international voluntary agencies, namely; "the Africa-Co-operative .Savings.and Credit
Association (/COSCA), Agri-Service (Ethippia), the Association for Social Kork .
Education in Africa (ASWEA) and the International Institute of Communications (IIC),
participated in the Workshop. ! I S L

£ia The Workshop was opened on 1 December 1977 by the Deputy Executive Secretary
of ECA, who said he was sure the participants would work together in an attempt to
find realistic solutions to the many problems related to the effective yse of radio
forums and clubs in the countries represented. Those probléms included (1) thé fact
that the programmes of radio forums and clubs were training-oriented and should
therefore be drawn up according to pedagogical principles, (2) the lack of personal -
relations between the producer of ‘a programie ‘and the rural lisieners and (3] the
problem of feed back and the effective participation of members of radio forums
and clubs in the programmes. ECA'S8 work programme and medium-term plan called for
drawing the attention of member States to the important role of the mass media in
effecting change in rural areas and thereby accelerating developing in Africa.
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5. Speaking on ULehalf of KAF, Mr. Lanke:, the Ambassador of the Federal Republic
of Germany in Ethiopia, said that ECA and KAF had been co~operating closely in
projects related to the mass media in general and to radio and publlcatlons in
particular. Although they had only recently begun to co-operate, the prospects
for their association were bright because of a wide variety of progects derived
from ECA's work programme. S

Electlon of offlcers

6. The WOrkshop elected the following offlcers :

Chairman: . Mr. Robert -Owusu (Ghana)“:-
Vice-Chairman: Mr. Baba Halaou (Mali)
Rapporteur' Mr. Sam Pule (Botswana)

Adoptlon of the agenda

" 7. The followlng agenda was adopted by the Workshop:

l._Consldaratlon of country reports

.Vg,lNew developments ‘and trends in the use of radlo forums/clubs in
_ _promotlng rural development

3, :0rganization” and admlnlstratlon of radlo Jrums/clubs (CO-Ordlnatlon o i
‘with ‘government services) o el e

4. Organization and stimulation of 1nter—persunal communlcatlon at the grass—_f”
root level and the problem of feedback

5, Programmes for radio forums/clubs (ta.rget groups : childre-n,.'fwom-en', et-c.)r ;
6. Teaching aids and technical equipment ) o '

7, Questions on training of:

&) Staff |

- b) Members of radio forums/clubs

8, Any other business.

8. On 8 December 1977, as part of the programme of the Workshop, the participants
visited the Fducational Mass Media Service of the Ethiopian Ministry of Educatlon
in Addls Ababa. .
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"PART*TWO:'*vINDINGS?ANB:CONOLUSI0N54OF"EHE'WORKSHOP

Conslderatlon of country repccts (agenda item 1}

9. After ‘1i8tening "t tle written constltut1ons submitted by the CGambiayrthe
Niger, Sierra Leone and Scnegal, the representatives of most of ‘the.countries
represented at the Worishop sald mhat radio forums and radio clubs existed in
their countries ‘althcvgh in come Oases the forums and clubs were called farmers'

forums and listerning grotns.

10. In Some countries”such as Ghana, radio forums and clubs had been in existence
for as long as 15 yearz; - in others, such as the Congo for . just a few months. In
countrles like Cape Verde or Lesotho , no such groups have been established as yet.
It was™ agreed “$hat -Tadio forums and clubs helped to make rural -folk aware of develop-
ment problems and thug coniributed to ‘the dccelerationvof rural development. . Radio
(or fdrmérs') forums wWere in almost every .case ‘intended:for farmers and animal -
breeders and members of co-operatives, while radlo clubs were for school children,
youngfarmers and other youth groups. -~ -+, his o P Y

11. Problems: The fzct wan established that there were problems of different
types and- magritude in vsing radio forums and clubs effectlvely. Most countries
were ‘found :to ‘have the follewing problems: .

(1) Insufficiendy of tralwad manpower to plan and supervise effectlve
U e programme s; -

(11) Knowing how io zohieve *hn correct linguistic balance in the educatlonal
o programmes offcered. Only a few African countries were fortunate enough
"'=’ - to have or2 language which was understood and spoken by.all their

“.inhabitants; - 1 - C o ELR : , tos

(1ii) Pailure of broadcasts “to be-heard in all parts of a couniry because
transmittere not sufficisntly powerful;

(iv). Impossibility of .arganizing radio forums and clubs.because of lack . _
of funde; .0 . N

"(v) Lack .of in%erest in pregrammesz on ths part of members of some. radio
-7 forums and clubs due to rigidity of format or lack of entertainment -- -
valuey B R ) - - L

(vi) Difficulty of supervising existing radio forums/clubs due to lack
T of adﬁqvatn mﬂqrn of t“aqqport for the staff :
(vii) Lack of foulow~up and ”chback leading to. 1neff1c1ency or total
closure of forum" or clubs;

e N - ..
(viii)-Difficuxty st c§5 zining brcadcastlng hours sultable to all members
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12. ' Solutions: The workshop egreed thav for radie forums/clubs to succeed:
(a) Leadere must be trained in group dynamics . T

(b) Programmes should be prepared with the co—operatlon and consent of the -
_ people for whom they were meant ' . '

(o) Programmee should not relate exclusively to forums or clubs but ehould be
interwoven with music and items of cultural interest;

(d) Programmes should also be prepared not only in ihe natisnal language of a , ..

oountry but. also in ‘other 1anguages or dialects spoken in that oountry,

(E) Radio forums and clube should not oonflne themselves to programmes related
to agrloulture, animal husbandry, ané¢-co-operatives but should cover other flelde

such as health nutrltlon, culture, youth tralnlng and polltloal and civie educatlon- .

(f) Leaders ehould v151t forume and clubs regularly to: enoourege and-eveluate.
them;

(g) Leaders of radio forumsand.clubs ehould not work in 1eolat10n but. ehodld

try to bring administrative and political leaders into association w1th their work.‘”

(h) Radio :forums and clubs should not be started from scratch but should be-
built on some existing social or economic association or group, suoch as a co-operar-
tlve soolety or a youth club.

13. Ceuntries whlch had not yet organlzed radio forums and clubs and were eager
to embark on‘ such.,activities and countries; which wanted to expand their presant--- -

activities in that connexion.were assured by the representatives of 1nternatlonal
organizations and United Nations agencies represented at the Workshop that they
could be -assisted in organizing radio forums and clubs if they made an ¢fficial:

" ragquect for such assistance. ; -

New developments and -trends in the use. of radio forums/clubs 1ngpromot1ng rural
development (agenda item 2)

14. Under: ‘this agenda 1tem, two working documents were prepared and distribtuted to
ihe participantsy Mr. R. Meyer of Radio Voice of Germany (Deutsche Welle), the
author of the first paper, underlined the followlng facte while he was introducing
his papers !
(1) Rural. broadcastlng was a newv languege because it ralsed queetlons abeut
the nature of the message transmitted and how it was transmitted. It,
therefore, required a thorough.knowledge of communication technicues ;i

(ii) Rural broadcasting should be related to other development efforts, and
.should ‘be ‘dealt with as a service among other extension services since it .
wag an integral part of the communication process to create awareness,
participation and feedback ;
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_f¥3.[iii)“1fftﬁe_mass'media were to make a real contribution to development, it
o would 'be, necessary. to improve the quality of radio forums and clubs; .
and if development was to benefit the people, they must.participate in

thgir_qﬁn.development:plahning;d P L

_ f(iv)‘Begiggai plﬁnning and.prdgréﬁming was required if the material disseminated.
o _by mass media was to be acceptable for all parts of a country; .

(v} It might be advisable to consider integrating radio forums/clubs with
social clubs in rural areas,where the use of radios and the availability
. of rzceiverg were now widespread; . . _ SN
” (vi) wWhen planning for radio forums and clubs, .their programmes and effective= .
‘ ;l'--'néss,‘féedbéck and other related problems, research work and its.findings
-7 7 must be taken intc consideration in order to know who was to say what,:.to
‘whom, for what purpose, when and how: . ‘ R

{vii) Concerning feed back, it was necessary for programme producers, advisers -
and group leaders to seek and maintain close co—-operation with local
political and administrative‘lea@ers; otherwisé, it might prove difficult .

. to gather ‘¢lub.or .forum members -and -to get their reactions; to 'the" programmes’
broadcast. - ‘ : S E e

15" It was also noted: '
(&) That, as in the case of Ghana; redio clubs could also be used for educae= _
tiBnal ' “purposes whén most of their members were school chiliren or students, who ...

could in turn use the broadcast material to enlighten. their parents if they were

illiterate; ° L . et

b} That. if they . .were to fulfil their. developmental role, radio forﬁmsrand
clubs provide two~way communication between the organizers .and leaders and other
authorities and the members. ,

16. The Second working document prepared by the International institute of Communica~
_ tions (IIC) was presénted by Mr. W.F. Coleman,a member of the Board of Trustees of ..
IIC. In his intfbodictory remarks, attention was ‘drawn to a number of salient points
made in the paper.., . SR .. L. - T e
17+ There were four basic approaches to cofmunications: thinking:
(1) .Communications, for persuasion;
(ii) Communications to transmit information;
(iii) Communications as a means of’social:interaétionjéhd_refétionship;

{(iv) Communications as an instrument. of social, economic and. political -
change, » . ' ‘
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18. Countries offering examnles of nlanned and imaginative use of radio communication
for Adevelopnment included India, Indonesia, “uatemales, folombia, Brazil, the Philippines,
China and the TInited Pepuklic nF Tanzania. Some of the nrojects and exneriments under-
taken in those countties were described in the paver. Almost all the nrojects described
related to field organization, nrorramme planning and technianes; the oroanization and
maintenance of 7eod recention at the wvillage level and attemnts to co-ordinate the
activities of a number of governmernt agencies dealing with rural communitv development.
Problers commonlvy encountered included those related to an insufficient number of
organizers, inadecuate transoort ‘ac*]ttieq and difficulries in maintwinina and repair-
ing receivinr enuinrent.

19. Mr. Tiranmani A, Dilshit, the resnurce verson: from Nepal, mace 3 verbal contribu-
tion to the discussinmn under this item of the agenda bv briefly descrihine the back-
sround :and develonment of radio farm forums in his countrv. WYe said an unusual feature
of tthP farm forums wvas that their members were given an incentive to Iisten to the
agricultura] proerarmes broadcast. The forums were very popular: with villagers,
possihlv because village administrators, officials from researchicentres and extension
officials visited the villages recularlv, talked to villapprn aﬂﬂ pot to lnow their
problems and in that wav served as feedhack a?ents.

Organization and aﬂministration of radio Forums/clubs co-ordtnatinn with covernment
services” (apenda itemn 3) ' T

20, The naver delivered under this aoenda item was contrituted bv the renresentative
of ™MICEF and was divided into two nartsg:

(). The role oF educational radio in eF‘orts to mobi]i"e the masses for develop-
ment; i - ek C . o ‘
(b) adio covernge and orbanivation of lisbenino prouns in ﬁFrica.
21, In discussing the various noints raiqed in the paper, the Workshop 1dent1fied
the Followina Drohlems and’ solutions: : .
Problems
- {a)- It uas"difficult‘for local rural radio (or even- the national radio) to
cover “the. whole territorv of most African countr*es becauce of their vast’ si?e, J
’(b) In some: countries, there were vi1]aoes vithout a sinrle radio qetfll

(c) Some radio stations had weak transmitters makine it necessary for listeners
to buy vervy nowerful receivers; ' R ‘ S T o

(d) 1In some countries, most national radio time was devoted.to propaganda
broadcasts instead of to educational, cultural, information and entertainment
nrograrmes; S — Tt o

(e) Some countries, such as Durundi, had installed transmitters which were
unsuitable to their terrain; o e s '

() The radio station staFf in most countries lacked nroner trairing,

{2} In some countries, radio caused misunderstandings vith neiOhhourinp countries
by troadeasting provocative political programmes;

(h) CSome countries, such as Burundi, had no villages, vhich made the organiza-
tion of radio forumsg and cluhs very diffciult;
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(i) Owing to lack of proper training for programme producers,  the programmee
broadcast:; werexsometzmes dlsllked, or not understood by v1llagers, c

(3) Pecause they lack proper tralnlng, organdzere of radlo forums and clubs
do not bother to obtain feedback on radic forums and clubs:or to evaluate them.'---w-

SOluthﬂQ:‘é;:‘ o e
A 4 T . - . P
{a) There must.be .zood .co-ordination between the Ministry or-.agency‘in charge
of rural radio and minietriesg and organizations directly ‘involved in national wLw
development. ‘

..-.‘,:,._- ' . - N "y

(b) Padlo 1eader should be given enough autonomy to run the radlo property
for the good of the natlon,_

(c) There must be sood programme ‘halance in whlch rural programmes, because el
of their importance were allotted more broadoastlno t1me than other programme,

Lo .- R ~,..-v.-~ Lo

(a) In countrles where radlo sets were too expen51ve. Governmente should
lower sales taxes and customs and excisé duties-on them in. ‘order to bring them
within the purchaslng power of rural communltles, -

(e) Programmee must be made 1nterest1ng and comprlse a good proport1on of
entertainment; - . :

(f) Padio personnel, especially technical staff, ‘must be properly trained;

(2) Since radio is a necessary tood of development, Governments should
allocate enough funds to meet its deve10pment and recurrent expenses,

L

(h) Certa1n elements of foreign broadcasts should be adopted to 1mprove
national radio:programmes;: At . : : .o Y :

iy —— A e

orums, radio clubs, radio’ farm forums or listening.groups;..

é.! Lountries -should be free toi choose the; termlnology to use’ w1th regard -
to ra

.. () People-creating radio programmes should remember that knowledge imported
from other countries should be used to~ 1mprove nat1onal health ‘economy or: -

v ~performance; .. ¢ -

: (k). Programmes, must be: written so that the audlence at whlch they are directed
can understand them; - - e . . ) : )

(1) Participation by members- of radio. forums and  clubs  and by-villagers in
&eneral should:be sought by interviewing them and conducting dialogues with them;

(m) ‘Instead-of-installing -pewerful -transmitters within the short:wave
band, it-might' be advisable for regional'.radio statlons or booster statlons to
use either medium-wave or V.H« F vbands or both; : . :
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(n} Programmes broadcast to radic forume and clubs should not be eenfined
to agriculture and the co-cperative movement but should be widened to include
health, functional literacy, good environment, children's programmes end other
programmes relevant to'rural :development; . :

(o) Every broadcasting station should have a programme-reviawing committee . ..
consisting of the staff of the station and of representatives of Ministries ‘and
organigations involved in radio programmes and of the radlo forums and clubs or.
113ten1ng=publlc reached by the station; o :

(p) Pural young people should be organized into youth listening groups 80
that they might be trained in useful functions;

{q) The following methods should be used in securing constant feedback from
radio forums or clubs; :

(i) Diécussions:between iisteneré and extension agents;
-l(iijfTapé;rééprdér in%efviews with liéteners;' ' o
(iii) Letters from listeners to the organ;zers of forums and eclubs;
-(iv) Discussions with field extension workéfs; |

(v) Regular (monthly/weekly) reports of the clubs;

(vi) Writiten Teborts from field extension workers;
(vii) Programﬁ;.pre—testiné;
(viii) Observation of communlty reactlonlto new technlqués in use,

QOrganization and stimulation of inter-personal communication at the grassroot level
and the problem of feedback (avenda item .4)

22. Mr. Dikshit introduced a paper he had prepared on the organization and stimulation
of inter-personal communication at the grassroot level and the problem of feedback and
the workshop noted the following points which had a direct bearing on the African context:

(i) Community development programmes provided a good base on which to tuild
radio forums and clubs in countries where they did not exist; .

(ii).A country with a rural population possessing plenty'of radio séts was in
+ a particularly favourable position for organizing radio forums and clubs; -

(iii) Well organized radio forums'or clubs:or listening groups provided an
excellent -medium for-stimulating communications among: 1nd1v1duals and
ultimately for promotlng socio=-economic development; .
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(iv) For radip:forums andsclubs, to succeed, there .was’ a,need.for personsl::

contact THrough political, economic, social, religious and governmental -
mass media and through community and family organizations;

. ' P N AT - R Lot Lot yoesilo £ Cann R L TR . .
(v) A Government which succeeded in.organizing a radio forum é&r-club in-each. . -
village would reach far more farmers than could be contacted by fidld@ ::+::. -
officials; ‘ ’ _ N

(ﬁi) ft hiéh% Ee deairabie to give.members of radio forums and clubsan . —: . " ¢
incentive of some kind in order to ensure maximum participation;
23. Thelﬁérkshoﬁ made -note of the folldwing ﬁoints ﬁhich arose: from the. discussions
following its consideration of Mr. Dikshit's .paper: ot

(i) As levels:of development-depended on -education and teachers were in
:1: 8hort. supply “in: Africay educational radio and TV. should be ‘extensively
;o used o broadcast. adult .education. programmes; P St

(ii).A.Knpwledge;of the environment of the people concerned was necegsary in
organizing effective radio forums and clubs;

(iii)”Tape_recquings-of farmers' problems sent. to authoritieg at headgquarters
could help to improve the quality of life; .o i

(iv) Some: of - the educational programmes broadcast: should be about. improving
the environment and the quality of 1if., o

(v) Radio authorities.and organizers of radio forums and clubs should not
hesitate to share their knowledge and.experience with United Nations
and international organizations;

(vi) Unconstructive - taboos and customs: should be’discarded. . For ‘example,
~customs and. taboos should not be allowed to keep women from attending
meetings or joining forums -on clubs; P -

(vii} Té'dveféomé the effects of such customs and tabacs , radio ﬁrogrammes
should be produced at the grassroots (village) level with the participar
- . tion.of the villagers; -~ . ... . i . C T TR

(viii) Nessages directed at villagers should be timely, olear and. of vital
interest to them;
(ii) Léaders'qﬂf§adio fofuﬁsland:clubs should be provided with information
enabling them to.provide the propersort of leadership
- (x) To:promote -the :effective participation of villagers in.their own development,

every village should have a development committee through which discussions
and development efforts could be channelled; - T e

(xi) Trade unions should be formed to give rural workers an effective voice in
their own affairs ; '
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Programmes for radio forums[clubs gTargs ggougs ‘Ch11g£en; wOmen1 ete. )

{2genda iten 5).

24. A paper on programmesfor radlo forums and clubswhlch was contrlbuted by ECA/
African Training and Research Centre for. Women (ATRCW): was introduced by a
repreeentatlve of the Centre. . Coe :

25. After discussion, the followlng recommendations were made for con81derat10n by
radio forums and clubs: . . x o . S .

(1)

To accelerete rural development, programmes for women's integratioh

. in development should be translated:into action, not in 1solat10n but

o as a complement to over-all dnvelopment programmes;

(i)

L (i1d)

(iv)

(v)

(Vi)

(vii)

-African women should be taught income~generating activities -ueing
;locally ‘obtainable fqods :and other resources in order %o enable them

to have a regular source. of - income and to raise thelr living standards;

Food preservatlon should be taught to women 1o reduce food wastage; .
Recourse should be let to ATRCW 8 African wOmen B Task Force, which
taught African women simple technologlea such as tle-dylng,to 1ncrease
their earnings; i

Simple village technologies .should be 1ntroduced as labourvsav1ng
devices; : : : S A

Adult education in general and literacy programmea Ain partlcular‘
ehould be introduced in rural areas; iy

Rural development should aim at the advancement of the 1nd1v1dual.
Radio forums and clubs should be invited to do their utmost-to create
awareness among rural’ people, and to. draw on the programme of action
adopted by the World Employment. Conference organized by ILO in-

June 1976, which focused on meeting the basic needs of the poorest

__strata of the populatlon R A ey i

“(viii) Educational act1v1tles in the non-formal sector should be-introduced

L3

(ix)

in rural areas with a view to training artisans of both sexes

(e.g. carpenters sand blacksmithe);.

When modern techniques were introduced in rural areas to improve the

quality of life, care must be.taken to see. that they helped to hold

" African families together rather than breaking them up;

(x)

Rural African families should be taught. (through the radioy TV and. :

... other mass medla) how to improve the quality of their health. and
~ ehvironment at both the village and. the national level;
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(xi) Day~care centres should be started in rural areas and at places of o
. -employment suchfas factories tu enable mothers tu concenirate on their U
. " work ; - . S Lo oo
(xii) Special programmes should be prepared for rural children to enable
o them to shoulder their responsibilities as citizens. S
267 Attitudes and values regarding women's role in African society, espszially
in rural areas were held %o be a major source of constraint for their full participa~
tion in development. _It.waszrecogn;ggg.that_radipm:rngrammes_could~béfe£§eﬂ%&#é;devices
forfsocial'chaﬁge“and”that”fhéi'Ebuld be of significant help in removing cultural
and traditional biases and in making the public better aware of the new roles for. ..
women in,the'socioéegqnomig*spheres. N : o : ’

27. It was felt that programmes should project a more dyﬁamiérimage of women and
take into account their actual and potential contribution to society. They shoulgd
also emphasize the importance of the separate and collective roles of women, men

and children in the family and the community at large.

28. The view was expressed that programmes should highlight the roles women.
currently played in the rural.economic sector and encourage their participation in
co—~operatives and other income—generating activities. ’ ST

29. Programmes on the spacing:of'children; child=care and nutrition were important
for the health and well-being of entire nations. Radio programmes dealing with
health should not overlook the importance of leisure'fér-African-womenmsiﬁée résearch
had shown théf,their wquload-was-extrgmely arduous. T
30+ Finally, participants agreed that if an increasing number of women were trained
to work in radio and TV, the outlook of women would be more fully reflected in .the
media and it would be. easier to: appeal to audiences of‘ruﬁél;ﬂdmen;v-ﬁ&sbg"women
extension workers, in particular, could be utilized as resoqrcé persone to help in
preparing programmes directed to women's specific needs. - ; o

Teaching aids and technical equipment (egenda item 6)° . ;"ml"”L.mmL{;-

3l. In the discussion on agenda item 6, the Workshop decided that the expression
"teaching aids and equipment® was a misnomer in that such aids and equipuent were

" not intended to teach but to supplement the teaching offered. Media and. equipment
must be carefully selected, and the material pfesented through teaching aids mist be
demonstrated and discussed af terwards ‘otherwise there wds the risk of handing over

32 A film on teaching aids was shown in which” the "quality ot information,bébeived
through the different senses was compared. .Although information received by sight
had the most poweérful impact, information was rarely conveyed by that channel. Aids
which combined sight and hearing were even more effective, but the best aids of all
were those which relied on s8ight, hearing and touch. -




E/CN.14/SWCD/6S -
ECA/KAF/T7/Rpt -
Page 12 - -

33. Alds and equlpment ranged from the 51mple to the cowplex, i.e., from the chalk-
board to the computer-based instruction medium. In choosing the proper equipment,
therefore, account had to be taken of cost, the subject matter involved, the age of
the students, lesson objectives, avallablllty of electricity 'and, other factors.
Teachers could produce their own kits at modest cost, using slides, filmstrips,
synchronized tapes, 51mple super—8 movies and flash—cards. Teachers should be trained

in the use of such alds.

Questions "N training of: (a) Staff, (b) radio forums/clubs members (agenda item 7)

34. The *GDTEBentatIVeOf ECA 1ntroduced a paper entitled "Training of -staff by )
dlstant education". In the discussion which followed participants noted that:

(1) Staff for radio forums and clubs - should be trained by both dlrect and
~ distant education methods; i

‘(ii) Staff should be giveh_both theoretical and practical ‘training in which
case studies should be used as much as possible- _

(111) Staff should be tralned 1ocally before they were sent overseas for further :
tralnlng :

e

35. Tbe need for trainisg the following was also noted:

(i) Researchers to evaluate the 1mpact of the message to be transmitted.
They could be recruited .locally from among people with backgrounds in
anthropology and s1m11ar subjects and sent overseas for =1 short perlod
of . further training; : - - .

(11) ggamme anlmators who should be- agrlculturalmsts, phymicians or 5001a1
. workers by profession and preferably with some tralnlng in psychology at’
specialized 1nst1tut10ns overseas; :

(iii) Script writers, who should be trained journalists. capable.of writing. . --= .-
’ scripts in 51mple language. They could be tra1ned locally,

(iv) Broadcasters (could be. tralned locally)

L_(v) Producers who could be tralned at Afrlcan 1nst1tut10ns of mass communlca-
_tlon. They should preferably be dramatists by profession.

36. Inter-club visits and study tours to other countries w1th long experience of
radio forums and clubs should be arranged as a form of tralnlng for members of radlo
forums and clubs. T . .

I P

S lE . s
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Cloging session

37. At ite closing session, the WOrkshop Wak addressed by the Chief of the ECA -
Socidl Development Division, speaking on behalf of the Executive Secretary of
ECA.: In his address, The Chief of The Social Development Division thankeéd the -
resource persons and the participants for having together succeeded in achieving
the objectives set for the Workshop. He pointed out that the level of discussions -
and the ¢ontents- of the final report and recommendatzdns Had: conflrmed the -
.essential:neged for concentrating. the WOrkshop g -discussions -on- rural development
through thefeffective use -of "radio forums; -Clubs~and sififlar groups. - This was be-
oause moat Africans lived in rural areas, which constituted the'-mdin:source of
industrial raw materials and foreign currency and radio could be made into the

most suitable form'of development.communication in the African rural seétor. As

a follow-up to the Workshop, ECAiwas already planning to hold an.intergovernmental
conference-in. June 1978, :at which.directors of information offices, news agencies
and:film and TV organizafions and.editors of newspapers and magazines would dlscuss
the importance of mass media in effecting change in rural areas of Africa. :

38. - In his address ‘at the clnsing eession, .the represetitative.of XAF'eaid that KAF
: was pleased to have co-sponsored.its first workshop with ECA. It had agreed to
:co~gponsor- the Workshop because the Government of the Federal Republic' of Germany
had wanted to contribute its share to the efforts of developlng countrles and to
sincrease its partnership in development. s ey

39.- The Chairman of the Workshop Mr. Robert Owusu (Ghana), thanked ECA and KAF
for organizing the Workshop and the people of Ethiopia for the hospitality they
had shown the participants during their stay in Addis Ababa. He said he felt
that the Workshop had succeeded;in:identifying the problems encountered-in’ radio
forums/clubs and had suggested some solutions to them and hoped its report would
be used .as a basis for further discussion in all Afrlcan couutrles.. S .
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PART THREE: RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WRXSHOP
The Workshop adopted the following recommendations: PO

1. That Afr;can countrles members of ECAr 04U, and URTNA whlch do. not’ already have |
rural radlo serv1ces should establlsh such serv1ces so as to 1mprove the social well— '
being of the rura1 popula¢10n°A_ : i o - e L . _.f .

2e That all Afrlcan States members of 'ECA, OAU and URTNA _8hould 1ntenslfy thelr efforts

to provide their national radio services with effectlve tran.smttersr receivers and other

' technlcal facllltles for the .purpose of convey1ng gensral 1nformatlon and educat10na1 .
grammes to.their rural populatlon- o . e e

"

e That ECA maks every erfort to see that,_at the nevt s9551on of 1ts Conference of
Ministers, conslderatlon is given to ways and means of ensuring that the majority .of the
. time available for broadcastlng is devoted to educational programmes in general and to.
rural radlo in partlcular and that rural radio is allocated. sufficient resources: for 1t
to play its rcle of helplng .rural people to solve sthis . da1ly problems effectively,

4 That all African Governments should take the action needed ‘to-establish rural radio
listening. groups free from all political intereference,:whose members, regardless. of their sex,
Ege OT rellgxoon oy oultural c.ff:.l:Lad::Lon, are. guaranted total. freedom. of self—expresslon,

Se That Afrlcan Governments should set up 1n¢er—State tralnlng centres in rural broad-
casting and that in the meantime-they should make full use of ths 1nst1tut10ns Wthh
already exist .'in Afrlca for that purpose; . : : NN ; : L S

6. That all rural broadcastlng serV1ces should make adequate prov1S1on for programmes
of special. 1nterest to women, youmg people and chlldren,;q:.“. B e S

To That ECA, in close co—operatlon w1th OAUI .URTNA and othsr concerned bodles, should
taka the proper steps to ensure that international agencies and regional organizations
-co=ordinated their programmes for the development of communications so that the opt imum
results can be achieved;

8. That similar workshops bhe organized regularly in order to permit those responsible
for rural educational radio, including radio forums and clubs, to exohange experlences and
to supplement their practical training;

9. That a permanent office be set up within the ECA secretariat for the purpose of co-
ordinating the implementation of and follow-up action on these recommendations and of
comparing the progress made by each country.
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SOME MASS MEDIA INSTITUTES WHERE STAFF
MAY BE TRAINED

African Institutes
Kenya Institute of Mass Communication, Nairobi,
School of Journalism, University of Nairobi, Keny=a,
Institute of Mass C-:)mmunJ'Jca.t_ionr lagos; Nigeria,

Institute of Mass Communication, University of Ghana,

1. The
24 The
3. The
4e The
Overseas Institutes
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Legon, Ghana.

1. Schools of Journalism and Ra.dio/TV of Indiana University, Indiana, 'USA,

-

The Hilversum Institute of Social Studies and Communication, Holland.






