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INTRCDUCTION

Nearly“ two” ‘decades have eIapsed since the mass medla rece1ved the recognl— ‘
tién "of having a ‘high- potentlal in helplng speed up. the process of development in
the Third World, Within this sahe ' period, man has successfully landed .on the moon
and transmitted back to earth information about its surface, But desplte these
accomplishments, we have not been able to use ralio effectively enqugh in the
battle- d#gainst disease, 1gnorance and poverty. What this slgnlfles -as we approach
the close of the twen'tigth centry is that manklnd is falllng in apply1ng avallable
“technology in 'thé ‘ddaich’ f0r solutions to uroent human problenz. Fur rhermore,
this suggests'that mankind is more occupled thh cher matters than the develapmeqt
and deployment of satlsfactory COmmunlcatlon war—heads in the battle agalnst the.
dest1tut1on in wh:.oh over half of mankind’ ex1sts today., ;

The communication’ process is perhaps the essence of humanlty- 1ts thopght,iﬁ---
its: development and the ohe 51ng1e characteristic which establishes its superlorlty

"~ over the rest of nature. Recent and contemporary history, however seem to suggest, ..,

that the effort of man to uplift the status of man is not really being accorded

the high pr1or1ty which it deserves. . One would hope, therefore, that in a seminar

of ‘this nature an opportunlty would be offered to think things over not narrowly
within' the glven subject but’ w1th1n the 1nterre1atedness of things and the crltlcal "
human 1ssues wlth whlch we are faced todayu : : :

Most of the part1c1pants 1n thls semlnar know the value of radio from formaL
education, from personal experxences and from the experlences of others in other
parts of the world. But, as in many other th1ngs, African countries in the main
part as far as radio is concerned have put the cart before the horse. Although it
is true ‘that a remarkable effort has been end contlnues to be made in making radio .
sets available 6 African’ populations, only minimum attention is pald to the quantity -
and quality of information relevant to the development process. Thus, in makinsg
radio play a more useful and essential role, much remains to be accomplished. Indeed,
the expressed purpose and’ content of thls Yery workshop suggest this crisis.

Althouoh the ass1gned toplc of thls paper is "Proyrammes for Radlo—Forums/
Clubs (target groups: children, women, etc.)", the view is held that a clear
description of the context in which such programmes make any sense should be made.
The first section of this paper will therefore present a viewpoint on social
transformation or development. The second sectlon is an attempt to put radio in
perspective vis-i-vis this view., Section three is a skeletal presentation of the
areas in which subject content can be ueveloped for radio forums/clubs. The fourth
and final section presents sore a’ review rather than new. suggest1ons for a strategy
to ensure the effectiveness of radlo-forums/clubs in the development process.

SF‘CTIGN GNE
SOCIAL TRﬁNSFORLATION EDUCATION FOR DEVELOPMENT

The process of development remains basically educatiopal. In our context
this means the arming of men, women and children with ideas and skills which will
facilitate their full and enlishtened participation:in’ decision-making, planning
execution and evaluation of projects: and priogrammes desisned to improve the
quality of life. This essentially means that men, women and children, as the
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collectivity of persons constituting a nation must have equal access to resources and
together contribute consciously to the prccess of developmen:. The emphasis is laid
on the quality of participation and contribution wnich should be an end product: of the
educéfidnal‘prcessg e L L , P

We hasSten to clarify what our notion of the educational process is lest we'
are acciseéd of ‘believing that education is a panacea to the problems of African -
countbiés:””Thé'cbnéebt of development or social transformation arises from a situation
which we simply analyse as a dissatisfaction with the performance of populations in
their effort to solve the prpblems of the societies in which. they live. The educa— -
tional process therefore starts from the creation.of awareness of the problems related
to nation building, to the acquisition of skills by populations - skills which must
constantly be refined for the solution of existing and other ensuing problems, .The
ma jor preocdupafibnrbf'éduCéyionfin'fhis sense is therefore an undisguised attack .on
traditional behaviour patterns. A modification, alteration or substitution of these must
occur as educational outcomes. ‘ ‘ . ‘ S

~, This"posture lénds one outstanding thought which has been and is still missing
in many plans, namely, that the focus of development should .be people. The absence
of this fociis id no ~ doubt 'responsible for the failure of or non~realization of goals
well laid-out in many a plan and project. If we accept that people matter most, we
are then forced in our educationqL,ppogrames, especially those intended for rural
populatidns, td assist QéoplgléhaqggithOSe patterns of behaviour which continue to - .

subjugaféﬂfhéﬁGiﬁfthéqugqagé‘erdfseage,rignorance and poverty.

.  ﬂBéh5¥i°Pf‘(ﬁ)=He.éimélvraﬁfiqé_a$‘the action of a person that can be perceived
by others. It has three ma jor components viz. means () attitude (A) and knowledge
(X). 'Thus, ' o o o o A

B o .= o M - o+ A S + X .
Rehaviour = Means +  Attitudes + Knowledge

Where :

R = an action Ev:anfiﬁdifidual whicb-caﬁ be perceived-by. ..o
others and is therefore assessable, quantifiable

M = the aggresate of p }sicaltgnd“téhgiblé;fhinga (resources) .

required to pérféﬁm the specific action. T Coeoot

A = the requisite feelings, sentiments, disposition necessary
in the individual towards a thinp, -an idea or person in
order to accept or reject it on the basis of its known
value at a point in time.' =

~
i

C= two.types o e o cEwr b
o+ -+ 1. Theoretidal knowledne of information which broadens
- the individual's intelléctual horizon by '

(a) creating an awareness of alternatives existing
within or outside of one's immediate environment.
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NP RN R .. (b) technical iﬁfa'i-uhat'ibn'about these alternatives.

N T T 2. Practlcal kn0w1edne ot s&;lls related to these :;

T S alternatives which the 1nd;v1dua1 must acguire in order
e ; ~.to perform differently. Thls represents the per-

formance or action area, whlch is a precipitate of

attitudes possible only if the means are available

to the individual. C

*

Let us for a brief moment, take a look at' this concept and its  implications
in practical appllcatxon.‘ A government recognizes that there is a high rate:.of:
non-school going children and the need exists for the construction of v111ége schools
through self-help. A policv statement-is made and radio is immediately employed -~
(based in the city), to disseminate the theory that communities can-hélp. theméelves
by constructing their own school buildings. The advantages' of formal education are.
quickly enumerated in a bid to reverse the trad1t10na1 att1tudes of parents-tmwards the
value and role of chtldren in society. - c

Weanwhile, a ¢ommittee is set up in the capital to propapate the advantageS*"
of self-help and to~ ‘coordinate activities with minimum’consideration for the value
of dialogne right from the beginning with those'who own the problemand whose RN
involvement 2nd action can bring about the envisaged and desired outcome. Commumities
respond positively to the call, perhaps a few: td start wlth demand1np to know more
about the scheme. - o - AR

[
SN ¥ i

" At ‘this p01nt it is realised that' the concept,™ however honourable, demands i
much fore ‘than- thé plans and’ formulatlons of the pollcy-makers. In responding to:
the call, the '¢communities demonstrate a willingness’ to'abandon at least :Some’ tradl—
tional attltu&es towards- children and ‘aceept” formal: education as a necessity fori thei-
ch11dren. They are ready to give up land, time'and énergy to construction. worke: ::
They ‘even voiuﬁ%eer to provide food da11y ‘for-all workers through 1ndependent'taxat1on
in tash or kivid - a partial provision’ of reSOurces (means), human, - f1nan01a1 and
physical available at the local levels

" As work progresses, it is discovered or belatedly realised that the constructi~-
of a schodl building: has consideristions which démand special types of materials arnd .
skills nof'ava11able at the local Tévels'  such means and skills prove ‘to ‘be expensive
when 1ntroduced extraneousl# vaEFhment has madé no' provision for this. - Things:s
come to a stop. The commun1ty inflicts additional demands on itself, a situation-
whi‘ch ‘it” cannot long endure. Frustratlon, 1nd1fference, recalcitrance and somethes
sporadic quarrels and violence break out. A temporary solution is sought, suchas-
building a roof with local materials on walls whith ‘are wide and, rectan?ular,:wy
uncharacterlstlc in the area and for which no local skills and experience exist.
The result is a one-year school building whose roof" sags in and'in- whlch no pavents
are W1111no to take the risk of hav1np the1r chlldren s1t under. : -

“L “ .
4 i

" Whit started off as an’ excellent éancept ends up as a fa11ure and a burden
to the community. The ripples of repercussions infiltrate other communities and-
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persist through decades. Radio did its job and the members of the community still
listeén €0 what their national station says. ‘But With what credibility? In a
country in West Africa, one can see walls of unfinished hospitals, dilapidated
community Buildings and school children sitting in ‘tree shades near contorted
buildings attesting fully to the fact that adequate means (resources) had been in

a short supply during construction. This may not be true in some countries, but as
an example it derves our purpose to demonstrate that messages through radio can and
should be linked to action and that without requisite means to rural populations,
the results of such actions could at best be ephemeral. Development, however, calls
for sustained progress.

This p01nts to a responsibility which mass media establlshments should assume
with no reservation. They should congider themselves as an important element of
service to the impoverished clientele groups whose .consymption of messages is best
manifested in well planned . action. .They should, therefore always scrutinize me ssages
and ask the question, "what is this supposed to. achleve, how, when, where and by
whom 7" Their. resp0331b111ty should not- be, Ilm;ted to fhe mere transm1551on of
messages when related to forums and clubs. Addltonally and 1mportant1y they should
exercise a deep concern for the relevance of such messages and moreé so to discern
the validity of content at any.peint in time in relation to action programmes. In
short, content for radlo forums/clubs whlch is intended to stlmulate ‘action to
improve the quality of -life must be thoroughly differentiated in time and space from
the political propaganda which is so prevalent in African radio broadcastlngo

The concept of education for development presented here is not new but needs
greater and carefully planned application in development efforts. It is particularly
relevant in development programme and projects for rural areas where the bulk of the
suffering millions reside. Its most distinctive feature is its orientation to people
with whom problems are associated and in whose realm of activity alone can adequate
. solution to these problems be applied. Of special importance is the emphasis on
skill-acquisition, to enable people act according to desirable ways related to
innovations. It is only at this action stage that complete and objective evaluation
can be made of any and all types of projects and programmes and reliable feedback
obtained for further meaningful planning. Education for development should therefore
be compulsorily linked to realistic action programmes.

The interdisciplinary Integrated Approach is one of the current strategies applied
in development efforts. Its recommendation of a wholistic view on problems is
realistic and commendable but it needs a greater emphasis on behavioral outcomes than
it currently advocates. Since it finds greater application in rural development
projects, its main objective remains the speedy bridging of the gap between the urban
dwellers who are 1nceraS1ng1y becomlng affluent and the rural people who are caught
up in the vicious. cycle of destltutlon, attributable to internal factors as well as
external ones well beyond their understanding and control. A closer inspection of
this situation and ap ample exam1na§1nn of trends do suggest that the most acute
bottleneck in developmept is the scqrcity "of means to rural people rather than the
conservatism and traditionalism they are occasionally accused of. This statement
should not be misconstrued or considered as conflicting with our earlier indicatien
that traditional behav;our should be the maJor focal point of attack in development
programmes and prOJects.
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It is one thing to consider traditionalism as the crucible which enshrines
those elements which need alteration or modification to usher development and
quite anotlier to consider it as a bottleneck to development. The latter view = |
usually leads pol1cy~makers and planners to make little or no provision for rurailf:i
transfo"matlon while the former view 1eads to an appreciable estimation of the.;"‘”
problém and caters for solutions, .

Orie therefore finds enough validity in the search for a New Intérnational’
Economic Order which, if achieved, will usher the transfer of financial resources
to third world countries. Hopefully, if and when. this is realized, efforts would
be redoubled by African countries to build up the institutions and infrastructure
necessary, including mass media, to speed up development.

In summarizing this section we note %ﬁa%i.r

1.° Soclal transformatlon, (develobment) or parts of ‘it are possible if
meri, womén and children together participate filly and equally in an
enlightened manner 1n all aspects of development.

2. The process by which this is facilitateﬂ"is"through an impartiai mobi ~
lization of the total human resource wh1ch must be subJected to an
educational process ‘that stretchés from a creation of an awareness of
the challenges in contemporary nation building to the acqulsltlon of

 skills by the mobilized, leading to the adoption of new behav1our patterns
throughout the gamut of Fh31r realm of act1v1ty._

3. This new and qualltatlve parylclpatlon by men, "'womeén and chlldren is ?f{ ‘

'~ possible when the requ151teratt1tudes and kn0wledge are acqulréd ‘and even o

after their acaulsltlon, fhe ava11ab111ty of means “to translate them I

into act1on remalns cru01a1.‘ ” 7 g

4. The mobilization of the fuman. resource is dependent “upon’ the 1ntegrated

efforts of all governmentai and other institutions and agencses at the
local, national as well as international level. '

5. To the poor masses development could simply mean, our continued access
to resources which will facilitate our continued translation of newly
acquired attitudes and knowledge into action in order to improve the
quality of life of our families, our communities and our nations.

L

SECTION Two S e
RADIO IN EDUCATION FOR DEVELOPME\T - ‘

Rad1o, as has already been endorsed can. play a _more 1mportant role,ln 5001a1
transformation. Its advantages and disadvantages are well documented. What it
can do within the limits of its ‘technological, shortcomings is completely left to
the discretion of mass media establishments,.planners and policy-makers. As a .
communication medium however, it can be a destructive element of rumour monger1ng
whose effect can be devastating in traditional societies if what it preaches is
not related or converted to visible, meaningful action by and with people. Conver-
sely, it can be a reliable partner; a source of knowledge and valuable information
to a family or community struggling for self improvement and survivale =
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Radlo s weakness lles in the fact that wh;le 1t can prov1de 1nformat10n leadzng
to the development of approprlate._des1rable att’ tudes and/or. the acquisitien. of. ;
theoret1cai knowledge. relevant to 1nnovat10ns, it cannot. however, provide the meansf
necessary to adopt such 1nnovat10nsn It does not . solve problems, ag thig: lzes EPRE
completely within the realm of human activity. Radio ls_uords w;thout”deedso Anything
educational heard over the radio that is not related to on—going action programmes
or cannot be interpreted into meaningful action by rural populatlons may produce one
or more. o;"he followlng effects:. . : - .

. b

i -3 heightening of:aspiratioms which,Li%iunfulfillgd:;édses frustrstion.;

2 a loss of confldence in the source of the message leadlng to a part1a1 .
or complete rejection of that source.
3., a possible relnforcement of the traditional attitude. and/or action which
the message orlgsna ly lntended to modify, alter or elelnate°\A

v : P Y

4. the creation of a fa1ry~ta1e world in which the reclplents COntlnually
. live in wishful thlnklngo>;_-::

‘ ! ‘::(,;"t-)' .l; ..
5e _“the use of the medlum for s more 1mmed1ate and sqtlsfylng purpose even
Af temporaryegg}, T E Ve "

RIS USRI BT S RS E I IR !

How then can radlo be used tc produce desired development effects? Radlo is
a one-way communication SYStema It is well-known that effective communication involves
an interaction; between two or more parties, a. process in which evaluation, and
feedback occur concurrently.: This, characterlstlc is: also 1nherent in ; the teachlng—
learnlng processs .The extent to which, the: adaptatlon of . rad1o can achieve success
in this respect is greatly dependent upon the 1nst1tut10nallzat10n>qf its functions
through national policy and commitment. This calls for the integrated efforts of all
governmental funetionaries as well as the jnclusion of mass media: {radio) .components
in projects and plans because the; exlstence of radlo—forums/clubs -cannot-be left
as an .option to the individpals. who‘cgnst;tute‘the ma jor target systems.of develop-
ment designs and programmes.

R R Lo .’-‘-',- e AR Sooon PR B : <. frd "~

RA‘JIO-FOHUNB[CIZUBS CLIENTELE PUBLICS

Mass communlcatlon has the dlstinctlve characterlstlc of addre551ng 1ts
messages to an undifferentiated, heterogenous mass man. But when radio assumes
the function of teacher, certain characteristics change. One of these changes is
the assumption of a mission directed to specific groups with specific objectives
and purpose. It is therefore essential that a clear distinction is made regardiang
the specific sub—-groups of the maés to whom spe01a1 ‘content is directed in forums
and clubs. These subgroups are what we refer to here as clientele publics. These
are:clearly deflned grOups of men, women, chlldren or'a mlxture of alle *: ' 'H

Varlous crlterla can be used’ to define- cllentele publ1cs for radio—forums/
clubs. A few are suggested and summarzzed belowp "‘

1. Sex. male or femaleo T r‘f": B o

T2 Age groug Klndergartens, chlldren, adolescents, young adults, adults -
Cv “the’ aged; ete. -
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3. Marital status: Maryieq, single,idivorced,wunmarriedimothérs, widowed,etc.

4+ - Educ-tional statué{i:Fitefﬁiés,iillitérﬁ%ES,»elamentary:or:pfimary school
dropOutsy‘Séédﬁdaﬁy;pr higp,§phoolﬁdnopputs,astudents;*eremeﬁtary and

- secondary $chool léavérs,'diplomates, graduates, postgraduates, trade
apprentices, etc, - o DLy e o
.."_; R LT T U U S

5« Economic status:' The poor, the Fich, the employed, the unemployed, the
: high4c1é55,3fhé‘middle—class,_thg4;owwaa$s,.ete,!- s
R P T R B U o

6. Ethnicity: Tribes and tribal croupings...
. : O S P T PR TS S I TAT ’

T

N 2 RGli‘“cn:”“ﬁbﬁiémé'(Qrtﬂflégé'Aﬁﬁégiyfﬁé);.Christiansw(ﬂrotestants,
o Cathlics), nencelieversy ahon T i eriene (Frotest

f.0a

P o T T S Y RN UL T L BEES- S " .
8. Occuggtion : Teachers, labourers, bankers, farmers, drivers, doctors,

etc: _ . o '
9« Social Affiliation: Trade Unions, Co-operative Unions, commissions,
bureaux, brigades, etc. TR S

10. Geogra hicalnlocatianfﬁﬁEtHnicnbbundé?ies; ﬁﬁlftical/administrative

demarcations, etc, - . :

. A N e RTINS BN At TR DS LR
" This is not an exhaustive list of criteria for the_defipi§§0g_p§,glieqhele

publics. . This exercige is however mecessary iﬁ“fhéﬂbrﬁ&ﬁ&fidn’df_prgggammes be cause
it will facilitate a copcentration ‘on the inique problems and needs of these sub-
groupings and direct attention not only to the type of content relevant to them
but also the mode, thgnlpyela‘languageaandethef“atfribﬁféshéf presentation and
rendition. Taking pognizance of -these £actsjfurthbﬁfiehﬂé‘%6 tbgs§”ghgrécteristics
of mass cémmpgicatiqp which radio loses in*the‘éaée'bf“férumsfaﬁq;b}upﬁr,wThe message
remains rapid but only partially transient. The message remains open to reception
by the mass but the intended avdience, though it may still be largely anonymous to
the source,.is neverthelesstspecificﬂin”natuié”téffﬁgL%éﬁfpg;‘_Thgﬁmessagewis~no
longer intended for immediate“consumption‘aﬁdfé%eﬁﬂif”ifyig; remains.a matter for .
necessary evaluation to-asseéss.its effedt on ‘thie intended recipients. The indivi-.
dual(s) broadcasting the message may largely rémain anoriymous to the intended audience
but serious thought has to be given to his/her_(their).authqrity,.staﬁus‘and,credi-
bility. At the.specific and preséﬁibeﬂ‘ﬁ@ﬁeﬂt“éf_ﬁfeééntqffgp_fhe.intended audience
is no longer free to. make a choice of posdible bh@ﬁﬁglgiéﬁ‘affadio_sqtbutto‘tune-in
to the channel fromgwhiﬂhmthe—broad"'ét*is’%bﬁééiq11&“m5ﬂ§ligrhpim/herffthpm)c;;=w E

et TR

P
PSP

' E A . b men, N
women and children requires qualitative: micro-plannitia, The plethora of groups to be
served, the analysis of their problems and needs, the identificationof the linkages
and overlap of interests of the various groups and the co-ordination of content to
ensure integration and complementarity all point to a task which demands ingenuity,
commitment and national sacrifice. -

It becomes obvious at: .this point that ‘the development of programmes for

M . IR TR
RS P LR NA T

In summarizing this section we note thats' G

1. Réﬂjq ¢an igdged play an impbrtant role in”impfdvinglthe quality of life
iqrAfrican,cpuntrigsa;-ﬂoweveﬂ,'it does nhot hive the capacity to solve
problems, Problem—solving lies squarely in the realm of human actions.
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2. Both as a communication system and a teacher, radio has serious shortcomings
because it is a one-way. communication systems 'y itself, it is inadequate
'as a replacerxent of the teacher in the”téaching—léarning pr@ééss which
' is.so vital in the current efforts to improve the quality of life.

3+ Radio forums and listener clubs are a device to ameliorate the weakne sses
- of radio as a teacher. They provide the latitude for guided discussion

and exchange of ideas among people who share common problems and seek to

mobilize them in applying alternatives in the solution_of‘these probl emss

k. The effectiveness of radio forums/clubs is dependent upon the clear
differentiation of clientele publics who need relevant information related
to action-programmes designed to improve the quality of life. However
proper co-ordination is needed to assure complementarity since men, women

... and children do not operate in isolation.  ~ - - R

5. Radio forums/clubs are a matter for national commitment,

T L . PR . - .
ST o

SECTION THREE T
i* PROGRAMMES FOR WOMEN, CHILDREN ‘AND MEN =~

The thoughts expressed above should make two things obvious at this point.

1. That radio-forums/clubs are'a‘c0mpli;§téd.h;tter which requires a national

SR - perspective within which theyﬂfind their relevance.

2, That the development of programmes and content presents a challenge which
- ean best be met within the national context. This is itself .dependent
upon a thorough knowledge of local conditions and complexities that

exist therein. a ' :

Guided by these two considerations, and in consonnance with the principles
already expatiated, one may it best suggest areas in which programmes and content
can be developed for the various clientele groups without sounding pretentions that
- these are adequate ‘for all situaitons.: o : ' x

- ; Even before attempting to do this, the oppoftunity is taken here to re-—emphasize
that the differentiation of clientele publics does not suggest separate development
of these sub~groups and: therefore the necessity for co-ordination and complemen tarity
of content. This pre~occupation is demonstrated here by a consideration of radio-
forums/clubs and the family which is perhaps the paramount basic institution where

meaning and consumption of'contenf“fina'éxpressipp,\ ‘ . L

THE FAMILY

The family remains in principle the basic unit to which development efforts
are directed expressly or remotely. The sociological factors and implications of
this phenomenon lie beyond the terms of this paper. In rural areas, communities may
consist of a single family (African sense) or a few families whose members are inter—
dependent and whose interaction accounts for the prevailing life cqnditions in such
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commmnities. .. In such-a situaiton it is easy.to envisage the effect of infil-
trating innovations and the repurcussions. these may have in changing ‘relationships,
Programmes for the total group o any sub-group therefore have effects on famil y=
living. A primary consideration in the development of programmes -and content is
appropriateness in enhancing the quality of the family functious even while
expanding its scope under changing circumstances.

Radio-forums/clubs are designed to usher change under the motto "Listen,
Discuss, Decide, Act." The 1nadequate monitoring of change could however produce
consequences whose effects are far—reachlng and may not be predictable with any
degree of exactltude whlle the zeal exists to achleve such changes.

Human relationships are- altered- structural aberratlons and socially undesi-
rable attributes may all result as change occurs w1th1n a 5001ety. In the family,
which we may regard as a microcosm of the 1arger soclety, new opportunities for women,
more children going to school, the adoption of new forms of technology, migrati on
of children to urban Gentres and the aeneral awakenlng to new possibilities for
family members may 'all tr1gner imbalances in the’ famlly ‘systém in rural as well as
urban areas. The quest for’ ad}ustment to new’ 51tuat}ons, ‘the a531gnment of new

funetions to the famlly and the development of 1ts potentlal and poss1b111tzes should
be a matter for contlnuOus c0n51derat10n; E

Can the mass media establishments in Africa cope with the problem of supporting
meaningful programmes for change and still influence the retention of desirable
functions of the family? This chcllenge comes in an era when the acceleration of
the integration of women in the development process is receiving global attention
and advocacy. This would mean to radio that programmes for men, women and children
must take into von51derat10n the total adJustment of the famlly to new situations. .

An attempt will now be made to class1fy the types of information which we
expect radio tc give for radlo-forums/clubsn' The ' equation discussed earlier would
form a basis fcr such cla551f1ca+1on,” Lf B=[f4 A + K then the information
required by our cl;entele publics 1s as follows‘
1. Information which leads men, women and chlldren to realize the resources

available to thHém in their immediate environment and outside it. Related
to this is, the "How" and "Where", important aspects among others.

2. Information which creates an awareness of ideas, things, people, and
procedures pertaining to alternative courses of action in the solution
of day to day problems that affliet family and community life.

3. Information which seeks partlal or total reJectlon of some attitudes
towards local artifacts, ideas and procedures the sum total of which
encumbers progress and the cultivation of requisite attitudes towards
innovations, ‘

L. Information which leads to the acquisition of theoretlcal knowledge by
clientele publics about innovations. .

5. Informatidn wﬁich‘pertaihs to the devélopﬁent of skills relevant to
action based on acquired theoretical knowledge about innovations.
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This classification presupposes that entertainment and leisure could be
combined in. the teaching-learning process. The mode of presentation becomes a -+ "7
determin-nt:-fa~tor. ‘A skit, a song, a:play, a story a panel discussion or other
folkumedia?ane different forms in” which learning and leisure may find a happy
marraige:: With rural populations in:.particular an effort should be made to achieve’
this effeet since they do'not:have enough t1me at the1r dlSpOsal for relaxaflon‘f T
and le_asure. o ~ - S

GENERAL SUBJECT AREAS

The 1aent1f10at10n of subJect areas is rendered difficult by the plethora of ;
problems and needs’ typlcal of various clientele groups. One can, however, eacily
summarize by saying that every aspect of life is an appropriate area for radio-
forums/clubs contento The nece551ty arzses, therefore, for a selection of specifie .
n"‘J:‘ty areas for any group whose contributions to the national effort at a point ..
in tlme are | deemed essentlal and cruc1a1. It .should be borne in mind that what is
good for 'example, for rural women may also be 'good for men because in evaryday life.
we cunnot separate these., The universal valldlty of such content is also enhanced
by the’ ‘faét that cllentele publlcs are not distinct entities as such. Menmbers ,
belong’ to Several 0roups, eyt ‘across lines and overlap each other. The d;stlnc;lon:
of subject matter areas for specific groups is an exercise intended nct so much
to set up stereotypes as to be a call to planners and policy makers to study the
problems related to these areas and the groups. :

oy

LoE e . . Lt

o y NOMEN

‘Wemen constltute a large percentage of the under-pr1v1ledged populat101 o;‘n
Africzn coimtries even though they carry a heavy burden and have key responsibi-~
lities in the bringing-up of children and.in the production, processing, marketing
and storage of food, feed and fiber. Before .International Women's Year (IWY) there
was a drive to improve the situation of this group. This drive has gatizred globali
momentum and its essence is particulariy relevant to African countries whose i,
economies are mostly agriculture reliant and in which most women make a subetantlal
contribution. Institutions and agencies are being set up both at the national ard
1nternat10nal arenas to cater for the full 1ntegrat10n of women in the main
stréam of development, Slde by 51de ‘with men.

Radio~forums/clubs for women should therefore be considered by planners €rom
two main points of view wiz. (a) that women are an equally potential human resource
as men and can. execute duties equally €fficiently; (b) that because of trzditica
and built--in institutional biases, women have not had an equal opportunity to
achieve as meni-: It is imperative that in' planning for this group foresight is
appiied so . that their evolutionary roles can be catered for. By the same token,
the arncas:in:which programmes are: designed for them must extend beyond the co"xt empo=-
rary functions assigned to them.

UNICEF “listed the following as areas in which womén’ and glrls can nartlcipa*e
in development (adapted). Some of these areas are income~geénerating as well as
meeting the demands of the home for certa1n coods and serv1ces which women Can
provide. "¢ : : ’ : : *

Py
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FOODS

Nutritin education

Agriculture for nutrition and income -
Fish and flshlnﬂ
Gardening e
Herbs
Pigs, hogs
Poultry
Rabbits
Beekeeping

Cooking for health and income
Food preparation and sanitary storage | ..

Sundrying

Salting

Smoking/drying

Bottling - beverages

Storage: grains, pulses, nuts, etc.
Spice preparation

Sanitary home storage

Handicrafts related to foods

Pottery and basketry
CLOTHING

Sewing and knitting
Laundry
Handicrafts: fabrics

coniih - Spindfag v 00 T _ L
Lo bt eavipg o100 o o . ;,51;4
e Dyeing, bat1kfﬁg, tle—dyelng, sébééé prihting/st@ﬁﬁing'

* LeathéF working' o T

Sllkworm ralslnp

1 b

e

-LITERACY/NUMERACY

FAMILY HEALTH

Child and family care

Safe water supply

Sanitation and Environmental Hygleng .
First aid stations (villape pharmacy)
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HOME MAINTENANCE
Home construction (carpantry - masonry)
Handicrafts related to the home '
Wood and coconut carving and bamboo work
Rug making
BUNGET ING
LABOR-SAVING NEVICES AND ACTIVITIES

NECORATION/ARTS

Beauty care

Jewelry making and ornamentatlon
Painting

Flowers

Song, dance, drama

r

DAY CARE

CIVIC EDUCATION . '
POPULATION/FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION

CAREERS FOR WOMEN/TRADES AND ALL OTHER PROFESSIONS
COOPERATIVES AND COOPERATIVE EDUCATION

WOMEN 'S GROUPS : ORGAN IZATION, ETC.

WOMEN AROUNTD THE ¥WORLD

Two PLANS OF ACTION in current use should offer appropriaté guidelines to
policy makers, planners as well as mass media personnel.,
challense to integrate women fully in development and the areas in which radio can
find encugh subject matter for women are well documented (copies provided).

The magnitude of the

The African Training and Research Centre for Women is a regional programme
within the ECA whose major responsibiility is to assist member States of ECA and to
cooperate and collaborate with others in the effort to integrate African women in
the development process. Currently, its major activities are centred around the

followinn:

1. Revelopment of national machineries
2, Training and Research

3. Pevelopment of a Task Force

4. Population/Family Life Education

5. Village Technology

A. Day Care

7. Agriculture

8., Internships and Fellowships

9. Communication and Publications.
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The Centre thus holds the potential of being one with which mass media

: establishments can cooperate’ in structuring programmes for women in. the. region.

~As African’ women assume mbre‘iQSPQnsibili%iésyin‘the futre, greater efforts
would be required to assure a balance of their activities with responsibilities
in the home. An in¢rease in fhefr'oppéftunitiesigng';esponsibi}ities will
definetely interfere with their normal dbmestiq_thiéé. Their lives become more
complicated as they seek to satisfy their obljgations both at work and in the home.
To do justice to these responsibilities they must be offered new possibilities,

In this respect, women have a‘gréat TéépoﬁSibility towards women. The biases
toward and humiliation of women are not a monopoly of men. A strong sector of
elite women ‘exists in 'many countries who show no concern for less fortunate women
particularly those in rural areas. A reversal of the attitades of these women is
essential. Sensitizing such groups should be a priority in ‘rddio forums/clubs for
womern. . .

CHILDREN' "

"It is a mistake to believe that. the child does hot need for its development
:any modeis.and objects. of identification, any guidance and direction. The
‘félatioﬁéhiﬁ‘of;the,mqther to. her: baby.does not represent the primal trauma
,'of;éepepdenceﬁfér fbe child, as.is occasionally. stated, but the;bésf basis
for its'physical and.mental development,: this:also still being 86 in puberty
'and':‘éitj]_?_l_eg'gégqé. . -From- the.point of view of child psychotherapy these
m"dﬁfﬁﬁritiésﬁ_repfesent.ne¢essaryiconstants'which protect the child from a
'  ménté1fmaldevgldpment,AﬁAmongstjtheuexperiences of a child are not merely
' "self;determinati¢n_and supgcess -but also obligation and ad justment ',

Prof. Dr., GERHARDT NISSEN

'"What it needs rather is approval and partnership in its wishes and aims,

as well as in its strengths and weaknesses, even when it becomes inconvenient
_to the parents and does nat correspond - tc their ideal.“'FahtaSy, humour,

the urge for movement, curiosity, musical talents and the love of adventure,
which will reveal to it its future life and which are more important for the
family life, bat aISO'fbr'eber#"btbérﬂcommunity'than professional proficiency,
- must-all be able to find their expression within the family. If today a
high percentage of school children show serious behavioural disorder, this

is a frightening alarm signal that the conditions at home do not satisfy the

. o <o LI
.t A N R L

Pr. ELISABETH FLITNER

- -The above two quotes'Sefﬁe‘several'pufﬁéses for us. Firstly, they reinforce
our earlier expressed sentiments about the family. Secondly they demonstrate the
type of concern which societies must have over the bringing~up of children.
Thirdly they demarcate for us, even if skeletally, those things which a growing-up
child needs and should be known by adults.” Tt is obvious that a programme for
children, whether it is for formal education, for day care centres, through radio
or other channels should reinforce and complement the efforts of parents in the
socialization of the child.
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_ . Children, however, are a mixed lot who can be differentiated into many more
sub-groups such as: kindergarterns, school going and non-school going, the
handicapped, etc. Developing programmes for African "Children" is further
complicated by the fact that an accepted age of childhood in other parts of the
world may find African children performing: full-scale adult functions at that, age,
well before marriage. A second look however “shows that this may prove to be, an
ideal situation. beczuse programmes for adults will be equally beneficial to.the
child and mire so at that early stage of - deveYopmenty, =~ = = - :

L ren U

In evéfy case‘however, children should be looked upon as:

" (a) human beings in:the process‘ofhconstantly”fihding'tﬁéﬁSéiveéiIH;H

(b)‘vsocial'beingsfwhq:dré'cbnstanfly‘éeafﬁgingﬂféf reaiiz&tioﬁ“of-‘”-“r.
existence as family and commmity members; = . ... ... . . .
(e) as individuals with rights;

(d) as the bastion of tomorrow's public opinion.
Radio-forums/clubs for children should. therefore .endeavour to provide for

children content which meetsﬂtheir,r¢quiremeht for growing up as well-balanced
citizens.  Such programmes §hduldddqvetai} with these traditional aspects'of

wchild-raising which society'cbrdiéllyiépp;ovgsnpf,,¢Mgghlgf-this exists in African
«culture:and need not be sacrificed.;‘Ihgyg,i§,'fprqinstance,aenough;fantasy in
African. culture " that will allow a'depafturQ,frggﬂth@:SantavClause—rblling-on—ice

type.  -This is.not a suggestion for an §11+¢pthreje¢§ipnnpf_alienﬂbasedsc&ntent,
but.-it should Be regarded as a charity-begins at_home.concept.for it is. closer to the
redlity which most African children experience during childhood -and through the rest
of their'lives. ' 2 o o

' The degree to which radio~forums/clubs for children succeed is dependent
upon the exteat to which: ‘ ; e P S R

Floag T

. B L T R T |
(a) they consider the problems of growing~up and the needs:of children at
- different stagesfbﬁ'agvelopmeﬁt;j{“3_{:”. T TP LY L
:ﬂ'(b)‘rponfent_supplemeﬁts and complements the effortsfibf'bg?éhtéfiﬁ:%hild-
"' rearing and in improﬁing-qualitativeiy-“childApafent; ?hi}g-gppmunity
. .relationshipsg . P e e e
‘ : ' v e s o otions _
. (é)‘:progréﬁmes fo;‘play,:éreativity,'talent‘de?éidpmeﬁt,ﬁfbfﬁélze@ﬁ#ation,
~ 7 ‘musie, art, home and community life take into consideration the even tual
possibilities of the child to adjust to reality in its environment;

(d) parents and responsible citizens are involved in making decisions about
such pnogrammes. (RN e o

l : g ] gt .‘ i
Tt is indeed %aldablé'tb.add that programmes for children, whiIé“Bfoowingifnmqti

others around the world, should however be deep— rooted in African ‘culture.

M

it
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. . The' Centre thus holds ‘the potential df"bgiﬂg éne‘with.which mass. media -
establishments can cooperate in structufing'prbgrammes_fbr women in the. region.

C e : . e
As African women assume more responsibilities in the futre, greater efforts
- would be required to assure a balanhce of their activities with responsibilities
in the home.  An inecréase in their opportunities and responsibilities will .
definetely interfere with their normal domestic duties. Their lives become more
complicated as they seek to satisfy their obligations both at work and in the home.
To do justice to these responsibilities_theyﬁmps?_be,qffergd,pew posaibilities.

In this respect, women have a great responsibility towards women. The biases
toward and humiliatior of women aré not a monopoly of men. A strong sector of
elite women exists in many ceuntries sho -show no iconcern fdr'leqsrfortunate women
particularly those in rural ameas. A reversal.of the attitudes ‘of these women is
essential. Sensitizing such groups should be a priority in radio forums/clubs for
WOmen .

. L R Tt

CHILDREN
'It is a mistake to believe that the child dbes not need for its development
"' any models and objects of:identification, any'guidance and direction: The
'relétioﬁship;éf,thgxmothgr.toaherrbabyfdcéscnot represent the primal trauma
of dependence for the child, as i otcasionally stated, but the best basis
‘for its physical,and mental development, this also still being so in puberty
" Tand addigéééﬁceg NAErom the pointiof. view of '¢hild psychotherapy these
¢ '"'"autﬁbritigs"_repgesent necessary censtants which protect the ¢hild from a
"~ "'mental maldeyélopﬁment. Amongst the -experiences of a child are not merely
~ sélf-determination and success but also obligation and adjustment’.

Tt » - Prof, Dr, GERHARDT NISSEN

'What it needs rather is approval and partnership in its wishes and aims,

_.as well as in its strengths and weaknesses, even when it become’s inconven ient
to the parents and does not correspend to their ideal. " Fahtasy, humour,
the urge for movement, curiosity, musical talents and the love of adventure,

~owhich will reVeal to it' its future life and which are more.important for the

. family life, bit also for evéry other community than professional proficiency,
must all be able to find their expression within the family. If today a
high percentage of school children show serious. behavioural disorder, this

 is a frightening alarm signal that the conditions at home do not satisfy the
child®*.: - "« . ‘ ' CL

Dr. ELISABETH FLITNER

The above two quotes serve several purposes for us. Firstly, they reinforce
our earlier expressed sentiments about the family. Secondly they demonstrate the
type of concern which societies must havewovgp the .bringing-up of children.
Thirdly they demarcate for us, even if skelé&ak;y,'those things which a growing-up
child needs and should be known by adults. It is obvious that a programme for
children, whether it is for formal education, for day care centres, through radio
or other channels should reinforce and complement the efforts of parents in the
socialization of the child.
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.- Children, however, are a mixed lot who can be differentiatedinto many more
sub-groups such as: kindergarterns, school going and non-school going, the
handicapped, etc. Developing programmes for African "Children" is further
complicated by. the fact that an accepted age of childhood in other parts of the
world may find African ohildren performing full-scale adult functions at that age,
well before'mar%iage.«*A*kecbnd'logkﬂhqﬁéfétwshdws'that.this,may-prove.tbube'an
ideal situation,beCaﬁée-prbg¥apmés for ‘adults, will be equally beneficial to the
child and m.re so at that edrly stage of development.. R T

E

]
D .

In every case however, children should be looked upon ass: ,, .i:
‘ . o . ESTaTe) f . T : ERU N N ::_--_., - e . ey e

(a) human beéings inwthégﬁbdcgs§-qfféoqéfqﬁfiylfiﬁdihg themselvesp.

(b) " social beings who are constantly searching for realizafiﬁﬂ%é?f
' existence as family and community members; -~ - . o s 0 L

(e) as individuals with rights;

(d) as the bastion of tomorrow's public opinion.

_ . Radio~forums/clubs for children should: therefort -endeavour to provide for
children content which meets their.requirement for'grbwing up as well-balanced
citizens. Such programmes should.dovetail with those" traditional ‘aspegts of
“child-raising which society cordially approves. of.  Much of this ‘exists in African
culture and need not be sacrificed,: There is, for' instance, enough fantasy in
"African culture "that will allow a,departure=froﬁfthe”Santa‘Clause%fotlihg-on—ice
type. This is got a suggestion for:an all-out rejection of alien-based’ content,

but it should bé regarded as a charity-begins at-home 'concept for it 'is closer to the
reality which most African children experience during:childhood and through the rest
of their lives.

The degree to which radio~forums/clubs for children succeed is dependent
upen the extent to which: .. N
(5}; %héi consider the problems of growing~up and the'neédéfdf/@ﬁil@fen at
-, different stages of developments i~ .ti. i . o el 2

‘_ﬁgi(b)qicontent supplements and pompleméh%§ifhéle?f6ftg ?of'Pafenfsfin child-
" - rearing and in improving qualitatively child-parent, child-community
* ‘relationshipsy o e e e o
-‘_Gc) programmes for play)aé?éafiéify, talent dévelépﬁehf; formal education,
music, art, home and community life take into comnsideration the eventual

possibilities of the child to adjust to reality in its environment;

(d) parents and responsible citizens are involved in making decisions about
-~ . such programmes. R wl”;; ' ' L

It is indeed.valuable to add that'b}ogramﬁgéffof children, while borrowing from ..
others around the world, should however be deep~ rooted in African culture, ..
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MEN

Much of wiat lae Seow wald dUuu»’Lﬂe Idml;y; women and children also appertains
to men. For example ii:n need just as much information and training in nutrition,
family life education and career. opportunltles as, women. _The traditional and
institutional superlorlty of meu over women is currently under challenge. This
challenpe apparently h:s no' ob;ec*lve of emasculatlng the male from his age-old
tower, although many pe0p1e in low and hlgh places interprete the movement and
efforts as calculated towards: this. end.. . It is essential to clarify that the
global effort to iwnrjve. the. 51uua1ton of women by dlstlngulshed organizations.
such as the U’ -1, lts agencies, noqmgowennmental orgarezatlons and mushrooming .
groups of womea i countries is not identical with the sarlier upsurge of women's
1ib., The scle zim of the internationzl effort today is a universal attempt to
annihilate the foundaticns on which stand the unwarranted blases against women
and violaticn of their civil rights,

It stems from the realization that women have the capacity and will to
partlclpatc side by side with men and perform Just as efficiently as men in nation-
building, i given ample opportunlty, and that in the process of development the
total human rescurce should be tapped .and. deployed regardlees of sex, age or race,

Succe*“ in this ﬂOntempc“ary endeaVOur is lcrpely depende1t ‘upon the change
in attitudes of men towards women. This is not only true in rural and traditional
societies but alsc within the ranks of the elite where such attitudes may be fourd
expressed in more de vgeta+1ng biases and actions apainst women. The outcome of
these attitudes has been the slowing down .of development because of deprivation
forced upon. women leading to fallure in mobiiizing a large sector of the human
resource.

he call is urgent that all means of pousible'communicaticp'should'be
employed to hely men hanpe tneir attitudes towards womcn. This should be considere~

as priority in sadic o Tk “er =2n. Men should he convinced to appreciate,
accept, and accomodate wome:n 3f.equa¢ partners in every sphere of life,
In summarisi:g vthig esctiun we note that:

1. Men, women and children ﬁo not live and function in isclation and that
needs and problems of each group 1link and overlap with those of the

other groups. This ic fully demonstrated in the family which remains
the basic unit to hchH development efforts are directed remotely or
expressly,

2. Infoymation, directed tcewards target groups should aim at achieving beha-
vioural (haBVEU thus the need for action programmes to which such infor-
metion is related,

3. Subject matier for any and all groups can be drawn from every aspect of
living but priorities should be established. Regardless of the clientele
group, the content has a degree of universal relevance to every other
-group in the scciety. An effort should be made so. that prograrnes and
content ror specific groups complement and supplement each other.
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SECTION FOUR

TO...RDS EVOLVING APPROPRIA.E STRATEGIES FOR RADIO
: N - FORUMS/CLUBS
Radio-forums/clubs are an attempt to use radio, as an effective weapon in

the struggie against underdevelopment ‘in‘African countries. Certain guidelines
in the evolution of a si-ategy to make this effective and successful should be
provided. %hat follows below is a number of suggestions which are in no way
exhaustive or new. ' The intention ‘here is to provide the basis for a forum which
will focus on this particular issue. It is hoped that those who have had ample
experierice in their -Country in radio—forums/¢lubs will contribute and share their
experience with us, o - : ; :

1. Radio-forums/clubs require natiopal commitment. Their organization
and execution must be tied up with a national philosophy of devel opment.

2. Becausé of the complexity of clientele publics and the subject matter
g required for these groups, mass media systems as currently established in
‘ ‘most-African couiitries do not possess the calibre of human resources
required to cater for the various clientele publics. This dictates
that work groups of specialists in various fields must be deployed to
prepare meaningful curricula and content for use by radio.

3. Programmes and work groups suggested above should be well coordinated.

L. Programmes for radio-forums/clubs should be oriented towards action
programmes. This is especially true of rural areas where a stalemate
could result if radio merely provides information without a national
commitment to translate such information into meaningful activity to
produce visible results.

5. ‘Sectors of the generai public should be incorporated in the decision-
making process for and planning of radio-forums/clubs.

5. Respected institutions and individuals in various areas should be
selected to present subject matter in radio-forums/clubs and to undertake
~~ related research. B '

7. Priorities should be established in the selection of both target groups
and subject matter. Serving a cross-section of the population, however,
is desirable.

8, Liaison with international ‘agencies and countries experienced in radio-
forums/clubs is necessary.

9. Any country must sacrifice some of its on-going radic programmes " to
make room for forums/clubs.

" 10, It may be necéssary in the final analysis to establish special rural
" padio stations to serve rural populations, on a national -% sub-regional

‘basis. R
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CONCLUSION

A young man stood over the counter of a provisions store. He could not

remember the name of the product which he heard in an advertisement over the
radio the night beforg. He turned to me and asked in pigeon English "Brother.: .-
what is thé namé of 'the beverageé wiiich gives, energy and strength to children,
men and women?"" ' It wds.a-familiar beverage. I said.Bournvita. He smiled,
turned to the Indian shopekeeper and asked for a large tin of the beverage. He
walked out, the tin in one hand and the other depositing his change in his pocket.
I looked at him for a while as the full implication of this brief drama unfurled
to me' . A . . ) . s . Lo :

AW analysis of this personal experience demonstrates what radio~forums/
clubs should be. The young man was inspired by a short message (ad) heard over the
radio. He had the means to purchase bournvita for which he had definetely
developed a positive attitude. The agent for the product had made a wide enough
distribution of his product to make sure that those who listened to the message
and believed in the effects of the product on its physique-building ability on the
human body would have no problem getting it when and where they wanted. Otherwise
why would he waste time and money advertising anyway? "Drink bournvita everyday;
bournvita just for youl", the ad says, suggesting with precision knowledge about
how to use bournvita.

Radio-forums/clubs are broadcasting for development. They must be a
potential agent for the education of people who should be provided opportunities
to put into practice newly acquired knowledge to achieve a higher quality of life
for families and communities. Without this potent connection between information
and action, radio-forums/clubs are an expensive and useless undertaking.
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