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Ae ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

_ .and ation of the asession -

Headquayters, Addis Ababa, from 17 to 22 October 1977, ' The meeting was opened by
the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa,

Attendance

2. The session was attended by representatives of the following member States of the
Commission: Algeria, Angola, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon,
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, Ivory Coast, Kemya, Liberia, Malawi,
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republi: of
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Zambja and Zafre. The associate member States of France and
the United Kingdom were alsc represented. e ' '

3. The Foliowing States Mambers of the United Nations were represented by observerss
Federal Republic of Germany, Sweden and the USSR, A representative of the United Natiens
Statistical Office was present. The United Nations. Children's Pund (UNICEF) and the
United Nations Development Programme were represented. The cession was attended by
representatives of the following specialized agencies: the International Labour
Organisation (ILO), the Food and Agricuiture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

aud the World Health Organization (WHO), The following intergovernmental bodies were
represented: the Commission of ‘the European Commnities, the East African Community (EAC),
the African and Mauritien Commoen.Organization .(OCAM) and the African Association of Trade
Prozotion Organizations (RATPO). R
bo Observers were also present from the Munich Centre for Advanced Training in Applied
Statistics for Developing Countrics, CESD of Paris, the Institut africain et manricien
de statistique et d'économie appliquée .of Xi 7ali,the Institute for Demographic Training

. and Research (IFORD} of Yaoundé, the Instituce of Statistics and Applied Economics of
Makerere University in Kampala and the East African Statistical Training Centre of

Dar es Salaam, .

-

Elsction of officers.. ..

5: Mr. Parmeet Singh (Kenya) was elocted Chairman of the Conference, with Mr. lamine
Diop (Senegal) and Mr, Luis Colago (Angola) as first and second Vice=Chairmen respectively
and Mr. S.0. Adeyinka (Nigeria) as Rapporteur.

B. AGENDA |
6o  On 17 October 1977 the Conference adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening =ddress
2o Election of officers

3¢ Adoption of the agenda (CAS.10/INF.1)
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lMatters arising from the ninth session of the Conference
(a) Report on HCA statistical activitiesy 1975-1877 {I/CN.I4/€AS15/1)

- {b). EDP inventory (Z/CN.14L/CA5,10/2)

- (e) Directory of African Statisticians

Ctatistical organization and training

(a) Jorking Group to Review Statistical Training Needs in ifrica
(E/CN.la/c“,.lo/A and 5) .

¥

' (b) Technlcal asulstance in statlﬂtlcal aevelo*ment (“/CN 1h/Cnu.10/5)

- Nntlonal ﬂccounts and relutea utat1stic¢'

' (a) Imnlementatlon of the revised system of I'L«,dzlon:a.‘n.a.cc:ounfl:t~

(P/CN.IA/C&S.10/7 € and G; E/CNg14/27 13/10)

) (b) Public gector Statlgtlcs (H/CN.IA/ IB/ll)

.;(c) Prlceu (z /CN 14/C “J‘*O/lc)

7o

.Uemograwhlp and soclaL ﬂtht1ﬁt1cs o ',J”

~Programme of work -and arlorltzes (Z/CNi14/CA5410/1)

General economlc St&tl"tlcq T
(4) dxternal trade (M/CN.lh/Cﬂu.IO/ll) ‘f1'_\;¥ _.l ;;,
() Snergy (u/cu IA/CLu.lF/ 23 H/CN.14/4HIB/10) '

(g; Industry (2 /CN.II;/CJM.10/13 and 20; u/CII.li;/CEIBfll)

(p, Agrlcu;ture

. "fé) Oth=r economic otatlgtlcu (H/CN.1A/JMIB/8 9 and 10) ‘ ,‘é%cjj};;

- (2} Population-and housing censuses and surveys' (E/CNy14/CA3,10/14,15 and 15)

(b} African Household Jurvey Capability Programme (2/cN, 14/CE3,16/17 and 18)

(¢} Other uemogranhlc and social statistics (E /CN.lh/Cﬁ".lG/l?,
“/CN.lh EIB/& and 1C)

Cther matters

Consideration of the craft 3rovxslona1 agenda for the eleventh sescion
of the Conference i

Adoption of the report of the Conference
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- be ;afxpxl;e;med Bei:wra:n those two k:mus or act::.'utyo

(a) R@ «_x .t..stwcaleac‘.lvit;e;ﬂ ?m;g Zirl ' _. , |

13, The c"n’er“M“’ then dev Oted ‘ﬁjaﬂlf i:"o meer"mg the chalienge of the Execu+ive 3 L
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" Go' .- ACOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

PR PRI S :

Dsath of Mrs Koko Kouakou (1vory o4st)

7> ‘Befope beginning its proceedings the uoni‘erence obserrred a minvte's silence in
memory ‘of “Mr, Koko Kcuakou, former Direotor of thn Statistical Service of the Ivary
Coasty who ‘had died in January 1977 after o . brief iliness, leaving a wife and four _
chiidréne HMr, Touilon had grodvated as ingénisur sﬂ"wiﬂ‘ﬂ"r“ﬂwe“-c"omiﬂtn in 1962,
In addition to direcling the Statisvical Sexvive 6f 'the W¥osy “Coast for more than
10 years; he had vepresented the Minister of Education as C.halma.n of the Governing
Counecil of the Abidjan Sohool of Statistics. His death had been a _severe loss to
the .ivor} CoaaP ard to the srat":st:.c J. comumt*y 11" Afr:.m.. _

\M

8s The session was cpened by the ECA Exeoutive Secretary who, after welcoming the
participants. noted that the Conference had decidad fo mezt for only dné week instead
of the previous .J0 days but That its worklodd remtinel heavy. Co-mﬂ.ination and )
expansion of trdining throdgh th. propdssd Statistieal Trannng Programme for Africa -
(STPA) would be G -msjde:otem for consideration-on’+he basis of recommendatiops made

by -African consuliants and a.reglonal working group. O*hcr to*:.i.c‘.; of special importance

- 1.!‘-"3*“

" wers the African Census Programme (ACP) and the followup Afr:man Househo].d Survey

Capabiiity Prugramme (AHSCP),

9, :. . The Executive Secretary drew a distinction betwest S'I‘PA, vwhich pravidetl basic
menpeuwer, inputsi-to statistical deveiopment, and ¢7F and RHSCP, which were more directly
concerned vith the work of statisticdl serviless - 2:C8 urge& that proper balance should

R U A TP S R
= dF sl H

!.C‘o « fhe Confemence also tad ‘.n'.,cz%?:; wi to'do In 't_te flelds of natiamal’ accmmts,
ext‘er'aal iradey cadustrial and cther stz Lst‘ics, u.ach £ho' d Ue dea].t w1‘l:h dur:mg
'Ehe S‘hm¢ m'»-dl Jansﬂ LA . I Lo

JLJ, In a.d..h.tion he pomted ou‘t thaft. ECA was s’i:m.vmg to aevelop all’its activit.tes along -
mare operational iines, and requested tue Conterence to ccasider ats own contribution to.
that effort:op; the basis of suggestions mdde by the'secretariat, He p.pprec:.ated that

changas. uculd bewe. o eoms slowly, becavre most stat“”ea? r-eso-m (parrently. ava:n....abln

., wepe needed. for navional purposess Navertheless; “gratistics was a promlsz.nﬂ field four

techniocal co-cperation 2meng acwelcvoing coun'l:'*iesn and it wotld be’ m.se *o make an.
early startﬂ . P R

& arg. ar:.slng “'r@m the nmth secsion .of i'he Cmfersnée (agenda item la.)

e

1z, A ne mbe. 'l:%'e .sec:'-ﬂtam.at pi:esam:ed a report on ECA statmt:.cal acti‘;r:i.t':l.es since
the ninth sessiun of the Confevence (E/CN.14/CAS.10/1), A number of factors relevant
to the planning of, future werk were ndted f‘un eonsideration. . o . ¥,

-

Secretary in his. opening speech to beooms more therat ional a.nd m(n'e respmsive %0 the. - .
changing situation in Africa. The Exceutive Secretdry hid idintified two main
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requirements: megsurement of the physieal

quality of life which would involve demographic

and sovoicwaconocmic ‘ats, and data in support of the effort to establish a new international
economic order, which involved greater selfwreliance and an increase in net fmmal '

inflows o '

lie  Regarding the first of the two points, the Conference noted that demographic data

in the region had been considerably improv

ed through the African Census Programme and

+ that integrated and cantinuing data on levels of living and the related economic, social
and demographic characteristics would become available through' sgt:l.sfacto:y impleme:rtatjron

of the African Household Survey Capability

15  On the second point, improvement of

Programme.
price data at various levels was essential

for a setisfactory analysis of the region's position in world trade, Most of the other

requirements enumerated by the Executive Secretary could be met through better external
trade statistics and effective utilization of other statistics derived from adnin:l.str_at_ivg

records,

16.  The Coanference fully supported the view that the time was opportune for a change

in its previous consultative and ag isory

activities in order for it to become more self-

reliant, Relevant considerations were the assumption of direct” responsibility for some
2spects of African statistical development, and the possible reocnstitution of the =
Conference with its responsibilities and status precisely defined within the BEA structure.
That” would require the formulation of a new set: of terms of reference and new legal

and administrative arrangements.,

17. There wes extensive discussion of operations? activities that could be organized
by the Conference with secretariat support, Such ‘activities concermed technical co-operation
among ‘countries of the region and included intergovernmental advisory services, the -

hosting of working groups by countries with experience in particular fields and

the provision

of in-service training by such countries, study tours and the exchange of expertise through
technical documents. It was agreed that the secretariat should compile a list of national
experts with specilal experience as a basis fop extending existing co~operative activities,
In that commexion it had to be borne in mind that experts would be avajlable, if at all, .

only for limited periods, There was also
be provided by the secretariat,

2 need for a co-ordinating service, which might

18,  The Confevence requested the secretariat to study possible new constitutional
arrangements ;in-the light of international experience. Relevant considerations were the
limited success of the Conference of Asian Statisticians in converting itself to a Committee
on Statistics, and ‘the rather more operational activities of the Conference of European.
Statisticians and the working group of the United Nations Statistical Commission, The .
secretariat’s investigation should also pay attention to the experience of socialist and
Latin American countries. The secretariat undertock to prepare a working peper and ..

circulate it for comments by countries of

the region, - If a consensus emerged among =

African statistical services on future arrangements, it would be possible to present defi
proposals to the ECA Conference of Ministers. before the eleventh session of the Conference

of African Statisticians,

19. In connexion - with those _arrangements, the Conference expressed concern -about.the

use of limited national resources for regi

onal activities, There was a need for concerted
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~ of differences between makes and modéls. ‘He des

. equipment down=tine.
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(b) EDP__inventory

20. A document entitled "Electronic data piocessing inventory’ (E/CN.14/C48.10/2) was
intro&uced‘by,a representative of the secretariat., It was pointed out that the.docupent.
reflected mainly the resulis of a recent inguiry among African countries, to which only
22 countries had responded. If there had been a better resoonse to .the inquiry, a more
definitive document might' have been' produced. An appeal was made to countries to make
the next round. of the survey a sudcess.: o

21, The Conference noted thai there was increasing demand for the use of computers in
da¥a_processing in order to speed up publication of ithe results of important statistical

~ work-on- such:topios as external trade; population cénsﬁséé?aﬂd household surveys.
However, the question of under~utilization of computers was raised in the light of the

congiderable foreign exchange cost involved in the installation and wire of hardware .

. and procuyrement of gofiware. A representative of the sécreta?iat pointed out that it

wasg difficult to make any comparisén of the rate of utilizatidn of computers because .
cribed briefly the two different concepts

of such measurement, which were'réféfré&“tO‘és‘huantitatiVe’and'Qualifative measurement.

In view of the difficulties he recommended the adoption of the gimplistic method of .. :

measuring the monthly elapsed clock time for standardized- types of computer applications,

like production, programme development, programme tests, equipment maintenance and

22, ‘Thé Conference was concerned at thé problem Dﬁjbrdlijeféiioﬁ of .computer equipment

in the region.. - It agreed thatie:need had arisen for the'establiShmeny of a data
processing authority in each of the countries where date processing installations were

- in existance or were proposed. Such a2 body would initiate policy for the optimal use

of computer time, and rationalize-equipment-acqhisit;on,and,utilizationoq-The authority
would also promote the development and appliqationé;bffinfofmgticsc -

23. In the course of the discussion three areas of_diffiﬁylty ﬁerézﬁécdgnized: inadequate
training facilities, shortages of suitably qualified staff and probleme in software
development. R ' i

24. The Conference examined the three areas and noted that there had been undve dependence
on training provided by the manufacturers and suppliers of  the-equipment, a situation o
whieh was likely to lead to''bias in favour of the kind of equipment they provided.. The
Conference therefore stiressed the need for a quantitative increase trainirg faciliiies

in the region. Countries were also asked to intensify their inservice training programmes
in the ficld of EDP:and take advantage of bilateral and multilateral arrangements-im -
developing their EDP capabilities. "~ ~ - T o .

23« The Conference noted that there was a training centre in Libreville, Gabon, known as the
African. Institute:of Information, 'The centre:had-been: established by-African. and Manritian
Common Organization (OCAM) and was opened to-all African_couniriess .- The.insti twbe- tradped
!nystuuswanalysts‘andrprogrammersaerConaiderationJwaslﬁeingﬂgivenﬁto=theuestablishment by 1979 o:
B sysiems engineering section. The Conference was informed of the training facilities

:rovided by the Institute of Computer Science in London and the recent improvement of the
idaining programme so as to accommodate management staff on short courses.
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26. The difficulties encountered by newly independent countries, including a lack of

expertise and trained personnel, were recognized. Such gountries were advised to take * -
advantage of -exismting training facilities in addition to geekiang.bilateral aid.in
achieving that objective. . = o ' o

- .

27 . dnnthe question of developing'safﬁhare, thg_Confefence;learhed"of,the'efforts
of the United Nations Statistical Office in developing software packages which were to
be made available very socon.

28. In order to increase the utilization of dbmputeré it was also agreed that statisticians
should be irained as systems analysts and programmers; it was believed thai that“approach‘.
would enhance the quality of statistical production by computer processing. ' 7" {

29, The Conference learned that participation in the field of EDP could also be improved
by establishing an association of computer users in the region. -That approach should
help in promoting exchanges of expertise and .computer software. Note was also faken
of the work of the International Data Development Association in-Marseilleg_”“‘ o

v

QE) Directory - of African Statisticians
30." Introducing this topic, the secretariat indicated that the suggestiong ftde at the
niath session of the Conference were taken into consideration in the new edition of the
Lirectory. The title of the document has now been changed and separate lists have'beén
drawn.up for non-Africans who'are classified according to thetr country of urigin er
their supporting agency. R o s L e

. B v ! " -4 ° - .
31. Some participants suggested that mors detailed information should be included L
concerning the experience and specialization of the statisticians listed in' the Diredtory.
It was’ pointed out that, in view of the considerabls humber of statisticians who have
currently been inventoried, it would not be desirable. to carry out such an operation. i " .
It would however be.useful to prepare a sevarate "Directory of Specialists" featuring =~
only statisticians with long experience in very specific fields. ’ .

32+ In response to a question, the secretariat pointed -cut that only proféssioﬁgl ' o
statigticians are included in the Directory, It.was indicated that it would ‘be“desirable . .

to take into account middle~level ‘statisticiane employed on important functions “in *

certain ocountries with staff shorfages. =~

33. lLastly, the participants were invited to up-date the information appearing in the’
computer sheets made available to them. The Conference set a deadline of 15 November
1977 for receipt of such information in the secretariat, after which the final printing .
of the Directory would begin. Coe L T L

[
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Statistical organization and training (agenda item 5)
(2) Yorking Group to Review Statistical Tr-ining Needs in Africa

34+ The seoretariat reported on the implementation of the project entitled "Working Group
to Réview Statistical Training Needs in Africa" and called the attention of the Conference
to %te conclusions and recommendations of the Working Group contained in cdocument
E/CN.14/CAS 10/5, particularly in connexion with the Statistical Training Programme for
Africa (STPA) which is annexed to this document. A second document entitled "Consultants
Report on Statistical training needs in Africa" (E/CN.14/CAS.10/4) was also considered
for reference along with the document earlier mentioned in connexion with this item

of the agenda.

35+ The Conference congratulated the secretariat for snccessfully carrying out the
task entrusted to it at the last session. It also expressed its appreciation of thq
ocongiderable amount of work done by the consultants and by the Working Group whlch
met ‘in- Munich._.

36. The Gdnference noted with satisfaction that the Statistical Trwlnlng Programme for
Africa (STPA) is designed as a permanent framework for the development of statistical
training in the region during the next ten years and that it should be flexible so as
to "alTow the ceéntres which are not members of it at the time of its’ establishment to
beoome members 1ater.

37. The - Conference debated at considerable length whether priority should be given to
the training of professional statisticians, as recommended by the Working Group, or to
the training of middle-level staff. In that connexicn some participants pointed out
that the ‘estimates of requirements showed a ratio of middle-leval statigtical staff to
professional statisticians of only 1.3 to 1, which did not appear realistic in view of
the need for more middle~level personnel for the implementation of statistical projects
sdth'-as censuses and surveys. In answer to that remark it was p01nted out that, in
aocordance with the recommendations of the Working Group, STPA should cover the national
needs of the region and not werely those of statistical services or governments in general.
It was noted that demand for professional statistical personnsl in .other sectors (public
enih!przses, private sector, etc. ) is very substantial, vhile m;ddlenlevel personnel,
with the ezception of the case of a few countries, generally remain in the statistical
offices. Other participants,pointed out the difficulties in the organization of middle-
level training at the national level and felt that such tralnlng should be provided in
regional centres. On the basis of their experience, some representatives emphasized the
importance of middle-=lsvel national training courses. The secretariat then noted that
the Working Group recommended the organization of such courses at the national level
where poaslble, and auggested the continuation of the courses offered by the regional
centres-serving more than one couniry, which will form part of STPA. In addition the
regional statistical training programme should assist countries which wlshed to establisa
mzddle—level 1n—serv1ce traxnlng programmesu

38, The Conference endorsed the recommendations of the Working Group on this issue but
expressed a wish that, where necessary, certain regional centres providing middle-level
courses should be expanded. In that regard it noted that the Hast African Statistical
Training Centres (EASTC) in Dar-es-Salaam could take 100 or so students if the problem
relating to premises is settled.
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39+ A few participanis expressed doubts dxhcernlng the reliability of the estimates.

which were provided, particularly as regards statistical" tralnlng-requlrements. Tt was

indicated that thesr estimates were established on the basis ¢f information obtained -

in two surveys organized respeciively-bv-ECA and CESD. - Supplementary information was

drawn from the Directory of African Statisticians and other surveys carried out by ECA

in the past. “This information thu: derives fLrst and foremost from natlonal sources, but
" tlié” consultants and the "e~1«tar1at were ohliged %o make. their own estimates for some

untrles on whlcn tbe 1n¢ormat10n required was not avallablea

40." The Conference was of the view that uesplte thelr 1mperfectlons, the figures L
presénted in the tables velatlng %o STPA probably give a, talxly complete and reallstlc
ideaof the general sitvration. L

41. Another question which was raised relates to the lack of suitable candidates for
statietical training, ~In tbat rcgard the Conference wag reminded of some solutions
which werd suggested by the Worklng Group, namely the introduction of statlstxcal ol
education -in”secondary schools, the opening of a’gpreparatory class in the statistical:
training centres, the admission of some students.without an examination, motivation

of students, etc. It was confirmed that in all hases it is necessary, to ensure good-
qu*l*ty tralningo ' S ' T B

42, Some partlclpant; said that, btecavse of thelv.oonaaderable needs, thelr statlstzcal
offices recruiied students ra11ed in other related disniplines guch as economlcs and
_ sociology and gave those students practical and theoretical in-service tralnlng. It was
© suggested that the Stuulstlfy GOﬁtentS of training programmes on those related disciplines
uould be impeoved. : _

43 The suggestlon that thﬂ Dirsctors of the. Tralnlng ‘Gentres in the region should
mee+ every two years ves noted.

44.' The need to incluvlde EDP courses statlsﬁlcs syllabusss was recognized. It was agregd
that anybody who did training in stat1stlcs ‘=hould be able to vse package programmes and
thgt.nt was not only enough to be able %o ac.muicate w:th EDP staff.

.z)u The Gonferenoe expressad its agreement on the follow1ng specific requlrement whieh
should receive special a-nentlon in the Statistical Trainlng Programme for Af%gca (sTPA):

(1‘ The nemly indepsndent Portuguese—spenkxng countries require special help and
L oial #aparate pre1ect is probab‘y needed because of thelr specific problems;
. — _
(2) :Arnew-coursé is nesied at the “ingénieut statlstlclen-economlste" level by
-+ the. French~language grouvp o complement the ourrent operations at CESD, Paris
and .the Rabat Cnntre. Tha noew courae ould be opened at c¢ne of the existing

=centrase‘

(3) The new Frﬁnch—speaklng sentre in Kigaeli should lntroduce a middle~level
course as soon as p0331bleo

R L
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(4) The Kampala Institute is the most difficult project in the programme. This
Institute must be developed on an effective regional basis if English—speaking
professioc.al requirements are to be met. e w,

(5) Nigeria, the largest country of the region, hQSjgorresppndingly:lapge:requiremants.
The countiry will endeavour to pay for its own training but will need expert
agsistance.’ It should also ‘envisage an interchange of students with other
African countries to avoid isolation. R : :

(6) Expansion of the facilities at the University of Ghana is envisaged as an
important means of overcoming the shortfall in professional training for the
English~language ‘group. If the Ghanaian authorities agree with the idea, a

new project will need to be negotiated. -

(7) The English-speaking Centre of Dar-es Salaam (FASTC) which is offering inter-
mediate and middle level courses shoilld increase its capacity as soon as . _
possible in order to meet increasing demands in the East African sub-region. -

46. The role of ECA in the implementation of STPA was considered by the Conferences. .
Some participants felt that ECA sho.ld co-ordinate the various funds which would be paid
under the programme. It was indicated that if ECA received authorization 4o mobilize

the funds required, that might have political implications since countries; particularly
those hosting the training centres, have proregatives in that regard. In addition the
ourrent regulations within certain donor agencies give.the right to negotiate only to
oountries taken individually or to groups of countries. ' '

47. The Conference was of the view that ECA should .lay a role of co—ordination and
leadership and, for that purpose, it might ensure the .iissemination of information on

. statistical training activities, promote the development of the teaching programmes,

. particularly by strengthening co—operation among the various training centres, and assist
‘ in the quest for financial resources. " ‘ S

- 48. The Conference telt that the STPA document, although it constituted a sound. basis for
. the programme, should be revised before being sent to African governments for endoroement,
- and then to international and bilateral sources of assistance. The document should, in -~
. partioular, indicate ways and means by which each centre might resolve the problem of

: the training of trainers so that, in time, these centres should not depend on external

. assistance. The document should also indicate the opportunities offered by the various

. centres for post-graduate training. Lastly, it should provide more detail on the

question of specialization, particularly as regards training in data processing.

. 49. The Conference confirmed the need for governmenis to express their willingness

- to participate in the financing of the programme in two ways: a) expenses arising for

- the kest countries of the STPA centres and b) contributions from the countries using

. the ocentres, for example through the payment of that part of the scholarships reserved

. for tuitien fees. It was pointed out that these scholarships may also be financed by

- external sources such a5 the indicative planning figure (EPF) of the United Nations
fDeval?pmegt Programhe (UNDP) and: the multiannual programme of the European Development
Fund EDFo : -
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50. Finally the Conference adopted the Report of the Working. Group and the Statistical
Training Programme for Africa (STPA), provided that the.abpys—mentioned revision,wili
be undertaken. _ : - ‘

(p) Technical assistance in statistical development

51. The discussion was based on-a repori on technicul assistance in statistical development
in Africa (E/GN.14/CAS.10/6) whioh provided a broad clasgification of types of ‘technical
assistance activities into couniry projects, regioual prujects and interregicnal projects.
It gave ‘& quantitative review of the coverage of technical assistance in statistics 10
covntries of Africa provided by UNDP, UNFPA and certain individual countiries by a systenm

of fundg~in-tmist. The review covered the period sinee the United Nations: family™- -

had started_providing-technicalﬁassistanoe”in gtatistios to pountries in Africa, and .

also gave separate figures for the two-year yperiod 1975~1977. o

52., The report provided information regarding fellowships awarded and utilized by
countries Vetween 1974 and 1977  as a result of specific rogquests.under country IFFs
either as part of a project or as a full project. The report briefly discussed the
adequacy of published statistics in Africa and also gave a general description of how
requests to UNDP and. UNFPA for tccanicgl -agsistance 4in statistices should be made by
national'statistical*organizatiansaaa.ﬂ ‘ v L

53. Introducing the item, a represemtative of the scorefariat emphasized that technical
co—-operation activities were basloally directed to.two objcotives. . Pirst, they should
enable countries to produce specific data required for drawing up and/or monitoring their
socio—economic development plans and related programmes. Segcondly, they should enable
countries to:develop statistical infrasirvature ar. 2lso .develop- the skills necessary

to enhance  self-reliance.’ . G _ : , o '

54.- The secretariat representativeiobsepved that there was alconétanﬁydécline in fonds
being provided for technical asgistance activities in general, and particularly for
technical activiti.s in econcmic statistic. . - '

55;a;@ne'secretariatftherefore:seught.guid&hog,froh_theagoniereﬁce on;hdﬁiﬁhat‘frend;coﬁbd
be ar?oqtpd,-since,the analyeis of published statistics in Africa provided in the document
gave no ildication that a.satisfactory level had been reached in the produciion of economic

gtatistics. On the ocontrary,.the analysis indicated that acticn was still needed in
many’ African countries %o improve statistics; and: particvlarly econcmic statistics..

56. It was aleo pointed out to' the Conference that the Unitcd Nations .Statistical

office was developing additional census and survey data processing software for small
computers under a UNFPA~sponsored projeet, and that an edit packag: extension to XTALLY
had béen produced. The representative of the secretariat gaid. that.a .more extensive.and
p;w?;$$1‘edit pgékage was being devaelopxd and was- schednled to be released.by:the end

o PO w0l - L . . . . . e e . ..

57. The Conference reiterated its profound. cencern barli;rmazpf§§§@d"at‘tﬁé ninth BGSﬂiOﬁ:
at the inmdequacy of technical assigtance funds allocated to support activities.in the
field of statistics. ‘ ' a

}
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58. Hepresentatives of the secretariat and UNDP explained that it was the responsibility
of ‘countries to include under, their country IPFs programmes which would provide support
for technicsl assistance in statistics. It was observed that there was a growing
tendency for countries to consider technical assistance in statistics as a residual
matter. The secretariat and UNDP representatives, while conceding the continual -decline
in financial allocations for technical assistance in statistics in the countries of the-
region, urged each statistical offices in the region io persuade the planning ministry,

or other authority which co-ordinated all technical assistance programmes, o include
statistics in the country's technical assistarice programme as one of the areag of =
priority. K _ o _—

59« The Conference devoted considerable atiention to problems associated with the _
appointment of technical asgistance, and the qualifigations and work of intermatiomal - °
experts. Some participants asked whether the. -secretariat would agree tc their nominating
experts to fill & post and would recruit such experts. Other observed that, out of
igunorance of iis actual needs, a commtry might. request technical assistance to conduct

a particular survey when in_ faot that suevey was not important at that stage in its
statistical’development. It was suggested that the secretariat should advise the
country concérhed7to'drbp_the_éu;yey as soon as the facts became known ingtead of

allowing the survey to go on and end without any significant results.-

‘60. The secretariat representative noted that every consideration’ would be given to

recruiting & country-nominated expert if -he was qualified, but observed that experience
showéd that, in most cases; éxperis nominated by countries had proved unsatisfactory.
He therefore, warned the Conference againet the -pogsible unfortunate consequences of
nominating experts to fill posts on their country projects.

: B R oo ‘ '
61. The secretariat representative further appealed to countries asking far technical -
assistance to ensure that théy provided counterpamts for the experts, as that was the
only way by which the techhié&lk?ééistance given would yield the desired result of
transferring skills to countries. At this point, some participants proposed that in
order to ensure that suitable counterpart staff were made avai.able by member countries,
the secretariat should request countries to provide curricula ' vitae for counterparts’
&t the time when requests for technical assistance were made. The proposal was rejected
by the Conference. s ' - ' e T

62. The representatives of the secretariat, .and UNDP fﬁrther pointed out that 'a country

had the final responsibility in declding oh areas for which technical assistance was
required under its country IFF. They therefise advised member countries to develop

‘three-to~five-year sfafistics'deveLopment_programmes and ensure that the programmes

met the ourrent requirements of policy makers as well as the general needs of other’
users: Statistics was not visible subjectglikq bridge-building, and statisticians

should stop considering statistics as an end-uge product and begin to action-orient their
products to serve policy makers in a demonstrable manner. Statisticiane were urged to

go all out in aggressively selling the products of their discipline. Thai was very
important in' view of the low priority that statistics was usually dccorded in developing
countries,’ oo C P AR ! SVe; o
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63.. . The secretariat representative then referred to a letter dated 6 August 1977 issued
by the Deputy Administrator of UNDP to all UNDP Resident Representatives, calling for

a special review of the machinery for co—orcination of technical aggistance in the

field of éfatistics in each country. .. It:was suggested that, in_future,information-ghouldh
be.providéd on all stztistical projeécts and statistical components of other projects
executed by all the specialized agencies ifi ‘order to provide. a more 00mprehensive p@gturg,

644 The Conference was informed that the letter had been sent by UNDP at the inétaﬁcéj  1
of the United Nations Statistical Office, acting on the directions of a working group .
of the Statistical Commission. '

65. In an earlier enquiry, a few countries had provided informafioﬁ‘on thevco—ordinatiﬁg
machinery that existed in their countries, while others had indicated they had no
co-ordinating machinery. The response for African countries had been poor,

66. The working group had considered a report based on the ‘replies received, and had.
instructed the Statistical Office to undertake furbker work in that area. In order to
be able to provide information covering the practices in African countries, the. ...
secrotariat had circulated the UNDP letter to the Conferénce and requested member
countries to provide informetion on: ' S S

(2) - What machinery existed in member /aountries for the co-ardination of technical

a@sistance in general and technical assittarnce ifi Btatistiss in particular; and
EERC A et N St s . T

{b) Wﬁether,fﬁé‘machiﬁéry, if it existed, was‘operatiédéigl'

67« The secretariat also requested member eountries to provide specific examples.of
problems or instances of the absence of co-ordination which might have led to duplication
or inefficient use of resources. The secretariat alsc wished to learn of inetances
where there had been successful eo—ordination at country level. ‘ ‘ :

68, The secretariat requested member countries to provide the information in writing
in order not to delay discussion of other agenda items. ‘ o L

National mccounts and related stafistiqg (agenda item 6)

(2) Implomentation of the revised system of national accounts

69. Under this sub-item, the Conference discumsed the following-papers: “Current -
weaknesses ‘in African national accounts estimates and 'suggestions for improvement with

a view to firther implementing the SNA" (E CN.T4/CAS;405$); "Measurement and valuatiqn
of non-marketed production" (E/CN.14/CAS.10/8); and ""Passage from the French (Courcier)
systen of national accounting %o the revised -SNA and vice versa" (E/oN.14/0AS.10/9).

70. The discussions on ﬁhe'fifst-twd_subjects odveredfthé_dngibpmﬁhﬁfgf'B;éic.daté
used for national accounts, while the third study was designed to help national acopuntants.

and planners in ‘the French~speaking countries used to the French {Courcier).systen to make
the passage to SNA without difficulty.

\\

AN
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%71. Three common weaknesses in the basic statistics used for compiling pational accounts
in many coutitries were identified. They were: ' . A

- v

(a) Deficiency of statistios on gross output and valué added of agriculture, =
iespecially for food crops and livestock; L

(E)'-LHCK of information on gross output and value added of the servioes”éepfbry ;;,

s well ‘as non-availability of data on non—organized activities not covered by censuses.
* land surveys; and '

~ (g) Laock of relevant information on household expenditure.

72. Siggestions for the development of basic statistics both in quantity and quality,
which was & prerequisite for improving the quality of national accounts estimates, were
pxamined’s ' They included: ' ‘

: (g) Well organized annual agricultural surveys with extensive ocrop cultting exercises,
and sample surveys to collect information on the labour force, the mode and use of
broduotion, farm management, expenditure on inputs and fixed capital formation, etc.;

(b) Specific sample surveys for livestock, fishing, the service seotor and other
pon~organized activities; and

(¢) Household budget surveys to gather information on income distribution,
tonsumption, saving, etc.

73. The participants recognized that the defects enumerated should be remedied in order
Por national aGoounts 16 become an effective tool for economic analysis and planning.
gome participants raised the question of the'need for internal co--operation between the
department responsible for compilation of national acoounts and the departments which
wsed the statistics. 'In setting up programmes for the development of statistics, the
usefulness of multipurpose surveys was stresszed in view of the limited resources in the
¢ountries of the region. ‘ '

T4. The representative of Nigeria informed the Conference of the adoption of 3NA by his
gountry, although there were still many gaps in basic statistics 3o be filled in the
¢oming years, mainly in the fields of agrioculture, livestock, forestry, road transport

and distribition services. As far as non~marketed production was concerned, the evaluation
¢f those activities had not yet been undertaken in the Nigerian national accounts, because
of a lack of information and staff. However, efforts were being made to incorporate.it
into the national accounts. . : :

]5. The’ representetive -of Algeria gaid that his country had actually adopted SNA, but
planned at the'same time to.present.nationsl.ssconnts.aggregetes. acoording: to.its own
gystem t0 meet the needs of the Algerian economy by adopting some concepts and definitions
of the MPS (Material Prodiuct System). "Contérning the estimates of non-marketed production,
He pointed out the weakness of the method of deriving non-marketed production as a residual.
ﬂe expressed the hope that a more "refined" method could be found. At this point, it was
replidd that the method of estimating non-marketed production depended on the availabilitiy
df information; therefore the method of egtimation could be improved if more relevant
information was made available. ° ' '



E/GN.14/68T. - | ' o o
E/CN.14/CAS.10/21
Page 14

T6. - It was agreed that ‘the ECA secretariat should produce for the next session
of the Conference a report on the status of rational accounts development in the region
and the uses to whickh the data were being puu.

P - PR AN Y ) C . . ’,
77. The Conference recognized that, in the field of national accounts, technical
assistance would still be required for some time by many countries of the region.
The représéntative of OCAM said that the ECA secretarlat's efforts in that respect .
should be continued, and that training of national staff in natloral aocounts should

be intensified.

78. In view of the imporiance of non-marketed or subsistence production in the esonomies
of many African countries, the Conference welcomed the idea of a working group which
would provide guidelines for the measurement and valuation of their act;v1tles., L
The-objective of the group would be to indicate the 1nformatlon needed and ;ts use .
in order to improve the estimates of non—marketed production in the national accounts o
of the countrlee of the reglono

PN

79. Although oon31derable ‘progress had beeén made in the region in 1ntrodu01ng SNA -
during-the past nine years or so, and although many African countries which had
formerly followed the Courcier system had now more or less converted to SNA,

it was-Pecognized that thd study would be of interest for rational accountants

and planners in providing guidelines for meking adjustmenis and approximations

in order to arrive at roughly comparable serieg to meet the needs of economic
analysis and development ‘planning.

80, The represen+at1ve of the Munich Tralnlng Centre informed the Conference oy
that “two - training courses in national accounts based on the revised SNA, 1nclud1ng
input~output tables, would be organized at the Centre in 1978 - one from March-,-n.
1o June for Engllahuspeaklng countrlee, and andther from September to December. for
French—-speaking countries. The ‘two courses would emphas*ze the adaptation of the
reviged SNA to developing countries. The representative of the United Kingdom
informed the Corference that a Seminar or Nai.onal Accounts for Producers and
Users of National Income Statistics was to be held from January to April 1978 at
the Institute of Development Studies 1n tne Unlve*slty of Sussexe. Eellnﬂahlpa
were avallable for the sem1nar¢_:*"

81. A liet of proposed modifications to the ECA work programme 1n nat10n31 aceounts,-
flnance and prloee was clrculated for conslderatlon under 1tem 9. :

(b) Publis sec%qg_stat:etioe '

82. A member of the secretariat reported that papers on "Public finance statisties
1970=1974" and “Gapltal investment and financing in the public sector, 1960-1975"

had beéh’ prepared - fﬁr»%he'eleﬁenth issue "6f the MStatistical and economic informatiqn

bulletin for Afrisa™. - Az the bulletin was still with the printers, cop:vs wnuld ho

d1etributed to all statlstical cff1cee in the reglon at’ a later date.‘_ -

83. The secretarlat representatlve outllned the weaknesses and the time lag 1n ournant
statistics relating to- the-publlc eector in general. ‘and 1nv1ted the GOnference 10 make

recommendations ‘on remedial measures to improve sich data. .

A
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84+ The Conference noted that qne‘reeson for the late publlcatloh of ‘gome oountry
documents was.the need, in some.countries, to'.obtain government oleerenoe before
the doouments were publlshed, another was the size of somg ceuntries. It suggested
that if mlght be possible for statistical services in the region which needed -
government clearance and experienced long delays in the publication of their _ _
documents.to: request a speolal dlepensetlon to extract certeln data for advence e e
d;gtrlbutlon. T IR T T R R ,.’ ."" S ch e
85, The Gonfe* noe suggested that, in- v1eW'of the 1mportenoe of +he public: eéotor, _

the eeoretarlat should undertake:a sgtudy. of those Afrloan oountrles whloh had §0- far ’
adequately deflned the publlo seotor. o *_

86., The Conference was 1nformed that the Unlted Natlons Statxstloel Office wee":'
preparlqg & -report for the mext sesgion of the Statistical Cémmission which wili'

cover p“ogress made on a public sector manual which would incorporate a revised "
classification of the purposes of the government. The- repert will: oover progress

on the. IMF and UNSO.manuals, including the reconeiliation called for in“both -7 £
menuale and endorsed by the Statistical Commission at.its nineteenth sessich. - =~ © °

WIATAES

(2) Priceg o . DR e , RS ,.. R

87~ In introducing the topic, the gecretariat informed the Conference that: the Joeumant -
prepared on the topic E/CN.14/CAS.10/10 was not available for reasons of difficulty

of reproduction. . It then drew attention of the Conference t¢ the need for thé develop—
ment of price statistics in:-relation to the analysis on price movement by'klnd ‘of -
economic; activity and the marked acceleration of inflation rates in the Afrloan reglon
slnoe,1972 and called on the~Conferenee 1o conelder the eubgeet ‘on the folIow1ng context.

88, Flrstly, the development of prloe statletlos ehould be understood as an Improvement
of existing etatistics: collection methods and processing, training of competent end
responelble e.te.ff1 un—detlng of the welghtlng eo—efflolents, e*c.

89. Seoondly, the deyelopment of prloe statletlos mey be: oonsidered w1th1n the framework:
of the, End Progeet for priecs comparisons in relation to. the United Nations International
Comparison Project which make it possible, among other things, to improve exigsting price
statistios in terms of concepts, definitions, characteristics and selection of represen—
tative. products, standardlzetlon of the beeket of* goods and serV1ces, eto. )

90. Thlrdly, the development of price statletlos may—be con31dered within the framewoﬂk o
of ;the New, International Economic- Orderi: Regular surveys of »rices for & few lmportant
products at various market levels: wouid permlt a better natlonal strategy 1n the fleld

of prloee. \ ~-..:u,n‘u i ;e R

B . . B . &7
O . e ‘ I
TEpn iE R id

91. Fourthly, the develepment of priee statdetlos may be envieaged through the' 1ntegrat10n
of the data collection operations within the African Household Survey Capablllty Progremme.
This wyould make.it p0331ble to obtaln addltlonal 1nformat1en on prlees, o

e T R L L it

K-
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92, Lastly, the development of price statistics might be undertaken within the

framework of a working group set up by the Conference 'to discuss in detail the = v
formulation of .such.a project, on the understanding that the expenses incurred in St
the convening of this workzng group should be pald by the partrclpatlng Afrlcan i S
governments.m

93« In the discussions that followed the Conference considered in broad-terms the _
question of prices and the varying sources of prices, including foreign trade transactions.
The difficulties of collecting satisfactory foreign trade price siatistics were

examined. Prominent: among tkem were institutional problems such ag currency variations,
and the uncertainty created in price levels as a result of the faot that price gquotations
included non-itemized charges for installation as well as the cost of certain products
which many countries were itechnologically not sufficiently developed to assimilate.

Other difficulties, sumoh as the use of local measures, ‘determination of speclficatlons,
and unpredictable price movements resultlng from unplanned marketlng in ths countrles

of the region, were noted. - . :

94. The Gonference agreed to. the app01ntment of a working group %o examine the details

of collecting reliable price statistics and the achievément of timeliness in publicatione

General economic statistics (agenda item T)

(2) Exterpal treds - "

95. . 1t was recalled that st the ninth session of the Gonference the 1mportance of
external trade statistics had:been emphasized, and that the secretsriat had been
requested to study and report.on external trade statistics practices in-the various
countries of the region and eompile meaningful analytical tables on ‘a yearly and regional
basis, duly interpreted in a new annual publlcatlon - "Forelgn trade statlstlcs for~
Afrlca, -geries C: Summary. tablss“..:. : ;

96. rI'ha.'l.'. new publ:n.ca.t:mn was :.n'tended 10 meet the need and the gréwing demand for
complete analysis of African external trade data on a regional and subreg1onsl.bas1s,

in view of the joint approach adopted by member countries in their internaticnal ‘mego-
tiations, taking account of the realltles of and the activs 1nterest in, 1ntra—Afrlosn
trade. : o Lo

97 A member of the secretarlat 1ntroduced a psper on "Afrlcan external trade statistios
practices" (E/GN.14/CAS 10/11), which was the result of a comprehensive survey involving
intensive desk research and a mail inquiry addressed to 50 Africam countries. It was
pointed out that, although the response :rate appeared ‘encourtging, there had been several
follow-ups involwving much correspondence, including telegrams, and that -replies had been '
received from only half of the French—speaking and only two of ths-Portugusaa-speaklng‘“
countriess Furthermors, no replies had-been received to some-letters addreased to oertuin
national . offlces sesklng‘clanlflcatlon on certaln doubtful or*zncomplete replles.

98. The usefulness of the. survey was emphaslzed in as much ag it prov1ded a2 basis for
the explanatory notes necessary for a regional publication, as well as for comparability
of country data. However, it was recognized that the resulting anal ysis suffered from
the fact that some countries had not replied, and it was agreed that they should provide
ECA with the necessary information on the ccmpleted questionnaires as soon as possible,
and that all countries involved should reply as a matter of urgency to supplementary
inquiries addressed to them.
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| 99« - The Conference was informed that although, on average, the entire‘gropess of

| compiling and publishing annual reports took eight.months to complete, the external

| trade statistics aviilable to the secretari st in respect.of 1375 related to only 23

. out of 54 countries of the region, and in respect of 1976, to only 4 countries. Alsp,

| in respect of some other countries, no data whatever,.were available to the secretariat
| from. primary sources. - :

, 100, It wae pointed .cut .that copies of relevant publications or machine_printmquts

| could be despatohed to ECA through UNDP. Also, copies. of magnetic tapes could be
' gent- to the Uaited Nations Statistical Office in New York, their Trade Statistics
| Branoh in Geneva, or directly to ECA, so that the necessary data .would be available

* | to the secretariat in good time., Countries should provide the materials free of charge,
. since there was no budget to pay for them and they would be receiving ECA publications
. in exchange. It was further pointed out that exchange arrangements existed between
. the Buropean Economic Community in Luxembourg and the United Nations Statistical
: Office, so that countries sending tapes to Laxembourg need not send them elsewhere.

' 101. It was suggested that, in view of printing and distribution difficulties im .certain

. countries, advance copies of annual statistical reports could be reproduced om dupplicating
- machines in order to save time. Tt representative of the United Kingdom suggested that

. countries might wish to consider requesting aid in that area.

. 102. It was also suggested that costs could be substantially reduced by reproducing

| the data on microfiches, of which not more than three films would be sufficient for

- the complele annual trade statistics of any African country. That would require the
acquisition of a microfiche printer and a microfiche reader, the cost of which appeared .
- to be within the reach of even small countries. :

- 103. It was pointed out that there were significant differences in practice as far as

- coverage y@gqcphcerned, and that none of the_countries reviewed followed international

| recommendations relating to the treatment of commodities recommended for inclusion in,

. exolusion from or s¢«jarate recording from t.ade statistics. There were also important

- differences in respect of the valuation and quantification of specific items, commodity
' olassification and the definition and claseification of partaer countries, as well as
“the oonstruction of index numbers. In addition, for the large majority of countries,
'no relevant index numbers were constructed.

- 104. It was recognized that a sovereign State should conduct and report on its statistical
-activities according to its own requirements, but in view of the demand for regional

. data there was an urgent need for standardization in concepts, definitions and practices.
gin the area of international trade statistios. The survey was criticized for including

imo question relating to the level of detail within classifications used, or of the
iemployment of secondary classifications such as statistics by end use or by economic
‘categories. However, it was agreed that the need for standardization could be satisfied
by the adoption and use of the relevant United Nations standards in every country of the
‘region, and that the secretariat should initiate and maintain a flow of correspondence
‘with the national statistical services of t@égé:countries to that end.
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105« The Conferénce was.informed- that the first issue of "Foreign trads staiistics: for
Africa, series Cs qummary tables" had been prepared, but:that it had not yet been sent .
for printing. A d.2aft copy had been put on displaey, and com nts were. iavited from: the
participants. - Written in English, and rrench,. it covered_an 11~year period ending in -
1976 and ‘contained just under 400-pages.: It included 17 reference tables covering
values of importe and exports by sections of the Standard International Trade: Clasa;fl- o
cation, quantities and values of principal exports, direction of trade, matrices of
intra~African trade and indices of guantum, unit value and terms of trade. It was poznxed-
out that the tables relating:to the direction of trade; and more particularly the
matrices, presented a ‘sad reflection of the deflcleﬁcaea at the country level, and that
in order to compile proper regional statistica the secretariat. needed complete data on - -
1mportb from and exports to every Bingle tradlng partner by commodity. A

106. The document alao 1ncluded a detalled‘analytloal rev1ew of Afrioa 8 external trada
sltuatlon over tho perlod. U o . AR
107 The Gonference welcomed,the document as a- serious endeavour to further reglonal
interests, and: it was agreed that, as saoon as it was ready, copies:should be sent:tb’
African npifianal statistical: offloes for detailed-critigism, all of whlch shou&d be- tlf'“
takemtintorancount wheni the next . :u»oawa. was being prepared. BN I

() .@m . .

108, The programme for the prepapat1on of an energy balanoe sheet - a8 worked out by
the United Nations Statistical Office in New York, was presented to the Conference
(E/CNn14/GAS 10/12), The document’ provided a 1list of energy commodities, a table-
showing the framework of the emorgy balances and - wummiry of the various sector profiles.
A *epresentative of the Statimrical Office emphasized the urgent need for a stook-taking
of energy daia for all energyeommodities. The data would have to be worked out very
carefnlly: and: crose-chocksd with all the available sourcesa Valiable balance-sheots:
could, only be: prepared wuth rellable data. - ‘ ’ R
LLETE L S ‘ e ’ N
109, -. Ong:delegation drew attentxon to -S0ome: proolems in measuring non—commeroial
energy, . and ¢ited the.cases of firewood and chatrcoal, for which energy measurement
coeffipients had not heem: developed.. In the disciuesion that followed the Conferehce -
recognized the need for the development of a methodology in that area, and requedtéd ‘thit .
standard conversion factors for the various energy commodities should fonm part of
the ; qugstlonnaxres which were to be forwarded to oountrxes° :

T

110. A report on "Trends in: and Impro?ement of Afrlcan Industrlal Statlst1os"
wag 1ntroduced by the secreta.r:.at (E/CN 14/CAS.10/13) Pl

,_111. The document oonta;ned & blbllography of reports of natidnal industrial -
inquiries which-had been received by.the secretariat.. The Conference was invited -
to oo—operate in up-dating the list, if .necessary by sendihg the’ missing publica—
tions to the secretariat. Countries were also invited to provide missing data and
porrections to the secretariat for the table on gross outpui data.
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112. A representative of the secretariat drew attention to the analytic tables,

and particularly to the number of items for which data were missing. The table

demonstrated the danger of comparing data on an international level. Many items

appeared to be impossible to cbtain in some countries, while they were available

in others. The secretariat would appreciate commentis on the table and . explanations

concerning ,the missing'datag"ln-orde: to improve the value of the results of industrial

inquiries, the secretariat wished to suggest that in future the gross—output data

should be divided into three different subgroups, namely consumer goode,. intermediate

goods and capival goode, That system bhad many advantages, such as ihe avoidance

of double counting, increased possibilities for input-output studies, and differentia-

tion of intermediate and final products. _

113. In response to a'suggestion by the secretariat that a uniform minimum size of -
establishments (20 employees and over) should be used in the annual industrial inquiries,
many representatives indicated that that was an arbitrary figure which would be very .
difficult to use in all countries, because of local circumstances. However; representatives
agreed to the suggestion that at least the main results of their ingquiries should be
publighed in such a way that the results for medium and large industries (20 employees

and over) could be easily extracted. ,

114+ Many representatives also emphasized the need 1o increase the number of units .
of study to be included in the annugl. inquiries by reducing the minimum size of unite
from 10 to 5 employees, as in the Benchmark inquiries. e R o

115, Many were also in favour of the organization of a working group on industrial
statistics as soon as possibie. The working group should deal with such subjects

as methodology for industrial inquiries, the 1983 world programme for industrial
statis%ics, sample surveys for small-scale and household industries, the registration -
of industrial establighments and the problem of the mixed activities of industrial
establishments. The Conference recognized that, in addition to the study of
methodology, there was also a need to examire the frequency of publications on
industrial statistics. It was agreed that monthly and quarterly figures were also
needed. Those data were to be collected by specific commodities, as was done already
in various countiries. Some views were expressed on the need 1o keep the Benchmark
iﬁqu;ries to intervals of five.years, instead of 10 years, which was the ourrent
practice. : S

- 116,  As fai as the World Programme of Industrial Statistics for 1982 was concerned,
~ many representatives indicated their willingness to participate. Some suggested

- that that Benchmark inquiry should be prepared by a working group with special

. interest in the registration of small indusirial establishments. A suggestion that
the 1983 Programme should be extended to include construction, commerce and other

- censuses, as had been done in the past by some countries, was referred to the -
proposed working group. It was also suggested thatrthe Munich Centre might consider
repeating its course on industrial and handicraft statistics in 1981.

(4) © Agriculture

117, The gﬁA sfatisfician_responsible forgagriéulfure explained to the Conference

? tha@nﬁhgﬁEAQ,rqpresentative'was unable to.present his paper because of administrative
. problems. Nevertheless, because of the importance of agriculture, it was worth

. mentioning some of FAO's work in agricultural gtatistics in the region, particularly
- where such work was complementary to ECA's work in the region.
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118. Reference was made to the many and varied types of agriculiural statistical

data that were collected and published by FAO, Because the countries in Africs
- Were Largely agrlcultural, such statistios were important in measuring the quality ..

of 1ifey as had been highlighted by the Executive Secretary in his opening address.:

In any attempt to measure the quality of life or to develop indices tc measure R
human well-being, the use of data on agricultural situation was. 1mperat1ve. BEDERIERNL

119,  The Gonference 1earned that two consultants had recently completed a study .
on livestock, which was expected to lead to the development of a methodology for
the collection of statistics on livestock production in the region. HECA and FAO
had co—operated fully in the implementation of that project. ‘ L

120, The FAO representatlve disclosed the elaborate plans which had been made t0:
.,anhance the participation of countries in the 1980 round of the World Census of

Agr1culture Programme. FAO was preparing and offering assistance to countries in ks
the region.. That programme and the ECA household surveys programme were complementary,
and countries in the region should endeavour to harmonize the two operations. '

121. The participants were informed of procedures for forwarding requests for
assistance to the FAO Statistics Division, and of proposed training courses for

the 1980 World Census of Agriculture. Projects for the improvement of agricultural
gtatistics in the countries in the region which would cover 1mprovemants in infrastruo=
ture were also being contemplated. S ; .

122. An appeal was then made to'FAO to give priority to filling the post of Regional
Statistician in Accra, which had been vacant for some two years. There was an urgent.
need for action in that regard because of the ever—growlng need for agrlcultural S
statistical 1nformat10n. e SN PR

(e) O*hur‘cconomic'ftatiatice“

TR
123. Under this item of. the agenda, the secretarlat made a short 1ntroduct10n of & study
relatlng to the statlstlcs of; tourism which it has prepared and which was to be publlshsd
in issue 11 of the Statistical Information Bulletin for Africa. Because of printing :-
difficulties, the document was not available and therefore, could not be dlatributed
to the partlclpants. : ST :

124 Concernlﬁg the subject outlined, one participant raised the problem -of EENE
all-inclusive tourist travel prov1ded by travel agencies. Other participants felt v .o S
that it was necessary to draw up standards and to have guluellnes in -order. to. ha?e

a better idea of tourlsm in African countrles. In response to these concerna,:: = =%«
the secretariat po1nted out that the study it has prepared on.statistics. of touriem: ..
in fact, had the principal aim of serv1ng as guidelines to asgist African countries

in complllng their statistics of tourism. The study examined the problems which

have been raised and set out the relevant solutions. Ancther participant. -guggested

that the secretariat should identify the effects of tourism on African countries

‘and prepare a methodology to assist in identifying these. effecis.  The secretariat  -° 1!
took note of these requeets but emphaslzed the difficulty of -the problem ‘becauss of ‘the:.
complexity of the factors 1nvolved and the absence of statistics in-: the flald. .

Bl i
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1254 The secretarlat aleo eubmltted, etlll under this ditem of the agenda a study
‘relating to transport statistics namely: rail transport, sea and road transport which
'had appeared in issucd 8 and 9 of the Statistical and Economic Information Bulletia
ifor Africa. s

'126. The introduction of this topic gave riee to almost no observations. One participant
‘raised the complexity of the operations in the field of transport statistics and anoth.r
;apoke of the problems which arise when one railway serves several countries. - The
‘gecretariat felt that these latter problems might be solved through concerted action

by the countrles eoncerned, but reooghlzed the need to study these’ problems further.

___gggaphlc and social statistics (agenda item 8)

;(_) Ponulation and housing consuses and surveys

127, Three background papers (E/CN. 14/CAS 10/14, 15 and 16) were introduced by a member
of the secretariat. Participante were invited to submit to the secretariat as soon as
possible after the Conference more detailed written comments on the main document under
discussion (E/CN 14/bAS 10/15), so that those comments could be taken into account in
Ithe revision of the document. It was envisaged that the revision would cover such topics
'as the time reference for the economic questions, which had inadvertently been omitted =
from the present report. The meeting was also informed that the draft recommendEtlons
‘from the Conference would be considered by a group of experts selected from all reglona
‘which would meet in New York early in 1978. - The recommendations of the group would ‘
form the basie of the principles and recommendations for‘the 1980 population and
housing ceneuses. - R ' '

128, In. the dlscuselons which followed, partlclpante regretted the 1nab111ty Of EGA

‘to convené ‘a meeting of the working group on the African recommendations for the 1980
‘population ind housing censuses. It was pointed out that, since detailed etudy of

.the BCA document was essential and since cohncepts, definitions and classifications -

‘had to take into account conditions in the region, it would have been much better for

.a regional expert group meeting to examine the recommendations' before they were submitted
‘40 the full Conference for approval. The secretariat explained that efforts had been
‘made for the past two years to secure UNFPA or bilateral funding for the meeting, but had
failsd, -The Conference nrged-that continued.efforts.be made 1o convene a working.group or
la number of small working groups to consider various aspecte of the concepts, definltlons
‘and olesslflcatlons of relevance to Africa. '

129, It was also stressed that, in the field of census taking in particular, there was
need for regional self-reliance whereby countries with the relevant expertise made
‘experts and documents available to countries lacking these resources. The use" of
‘outside experts was not to be encouraged except as a lest resort, since many of them
‘were unfamiliar with African conditiene.

130. The Conference endorsed with some reservations the main recommendations in document
5E/0N.14/bAS.10/15. In particular, the Conference noted that the law governing censuses
ishould be ag flexible as possible. The inclusion of very specific details, such as

‘names of persons and dates, might cause frequent revisions of the law, and thus lead o
‘unnecessary delays. For countries with a federal structure, it was suggested that the
oonduct of a census should be one of the epeczal powers retained by the Federal Governnent.
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131, It was also agreed that the census time—table should be carefully thought out
go that.adequate. provision could be made. for all maaor operations. In that connexion
some partlolpante raid .that the seoretarla*'s suggestion that ldeally the pilot

_ oeneue ;ahould take ‘place a year before the main census, 80 that the lessons of the

pilot ¢ensus could be fully taken into account before the main census was undertaken.
was rather unrealistic in view of the normal delays encountered in cartographic

‘ oper&t;ons and the rather fluid staff position in a number of statistical offices.

in’ the regzon. Tt was, argued that six months before the census would be a more .
realistic period. for the -pilot census. However, other participants stressed that. 1t
was eesentlal.that the pilot census - which should-be.viewed as a .futl--dress rehearsal
for the oensus - should be conducted 1n.almost @he same.climatic conditione as the
mein census so that any difficulties could be taken into account before the main
census. -

132. It was also agreed that the census budget should make adequate provision for all
phases of the census operation, from the pre=enumeration stage to-data- processing,
publication and ,subsequent analyses. That would ensure that, after considerable sums

of money had. been spent in collecting the data, there would be enough money. left for.
dete prooesslng, publication of the dats and other poet-enumeratlon operations. It _
was also agreed that the budget should be as flexible as. possible, to permit unforeeeen .
1tems of expendlture 1o be catered for without undue delay. However, there wag no .
conaensus ag to whether African governments should shoulder the mein financial burden

of the census operetlon,. It was noted that, whlle taat was the deslrable long-term
goal,. &.numher of countries in the region mlgnt find it diffloult to undertake a .
census programme except with massive external aid. -

won o

133. The Conference endorsed the view that it was desirable to eetabllsh a set of
bodies such as a central census committee, a technical advisory committee and a
communications or publicity or local committee, since they all had a role io play in
making ihe census operafion a success. It was stressed that a ministerial committee .
(Oentral censue COmmlttee) generally made it unnecessary for detaxled memoranda to

be suhmltted $o the fabinet with the usual attendant delays.

134.‘ Part;olpante also endoreed the suggestlon that census offloes should have a8 . .
well defined struoture end adequate staff. . = Caea I

MY S

p 135., While oensue cartography was ooneldered eesentlal for k! suocessful census, eome -

partlolpants ‘felt that the rather high coet involved in. the operat1on vas dlsproportlonate
to the benefits to be derived from the exercise. Some felt that detailed mapping was ..
unnecessary and that sketches could be substituted for maps, while others held the

view that the detailed maps used in a number of Africean countries had helped to ‘
reduce the coverage error of the oeneus, and provided a geegraphloal frame for quality
control operetlone durlng the census and a basls for sampllng fremes for post—ceneal
surveys. The secretariat rextera*ed the view that the ccst of the oartographzc operatlons
should be viewed in relation not only to the oensus 1tself but also to the 1nter~oeneal _
eurveye which made use of the maps created for the ‘census.
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136, With respect to the recommernded topics relating to population censuses (E/CN.14/CAS¢
10/15, pp. 48-49), the secretariat indicated that the topics "type of activity, ocoupation,
industry and employment status" were "recommended" topice and aot "other nseful topics®
as had inadvertently been shown in the document. The Conference took note of the
modification and accepted the recommendations in principle. It felt that a more

detailed study of the topics should be undertaken before a final selection cculd be

made, but in view of the fact that the working group could not meel the only option

open to the Conference, appeared to be to endorce the reccmmendations in principle,
However, the endorsement did not necessarily imply that the questions were to %e asked

on & 100-per-cent basis or on & sample basis. In general four eriteria had to be

taken into account in deciding whether the topics ghould be investigated or a 100-per—cent
basis or not. The four criteria mentioned by the Conlerence were the level of
geographical breakdown for which the data was required, quality of staff, time and cost.
In that context, the secretariat was requested to study in mrore detail the possibility

of collecting some of the recommended information through post-censal surveys rather

than through census operations.  The results of its investigation should be brought to
the attention of the Conference at its next sessiona ‘The participants alsoc felt that

in present African conditions the shorter the questionnaire, ‘the better the chances of
achieving good results. ' It was suggested by come participants that retrospective questions
such as those on births and deaths yielded poor-quatity data and should ‘noi he ineluded
in the census. The recommended tabulations on population censuses were also approved,
with the proviso that there should be a balance between ihe reéomménded-topics'and the -
recommended tabulations. S ' S S

137+ With respect to housing cenguses, the Conference endorsed the following topics

as recommended for inclusion for the 1980 round: number of houses, - type of housing unit, o
type of occupancy, material of wall, material of roof, material of floor, source of .
water supply, source of light, source of fuel, type of toilet and bathing facilities,

It also endorsed the recommended tabulations on housing censuses included in the ’

Principles and Recommendations for the 1970 Housing Censusss. 1/

138« With respect to census tests, it was emphasized that apart from the pilot census

a number of pre-tests on some aspects of the census could be carried out. " Some’ participants,
however, wanted guidelines on the right procedure to be adopted for testz in general and

- the content of each type of test in particular, They supgested that any revigion of the

- document should include such guidelines.

139. Par the enumeration of nomades, the Conference endorsed the reccmmendation that
serious preparatory work should be carried cut in African countries to determine the
most suitable methodology to apply before selection and  final testing of the method.

140+ There was also a consensus on -the’ recommendation tha* a census tabulation plan
- should be drawn up before-the census questionnaire was finalized., The content of the
- questionnaire should be deduced from the data requirements of the tabulation programmne.

' .L/) Statistical Papers, series M, Nec. 45 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 67.
- XVII.4).
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It was emphasized by the secretariat that.such an approach would yleld the best poeelblel
questlonnalre in whioh all the data. collected would be tabulated and analyzed. Such &
K:! procedure would algo be of great aseletanoe to the data’ proccselng experta ’

141. 14 was also suggested that ~where: country dete processing. experte were not avallable;
regional or 1nterreg10nal adv1sers could be 1nv1ted to 1dent1fy procedural and resource
requlrements as early ag possible.

142, Recommendatiors were made oL the need for spcedy publication of censve results.and
the need for the evaluaiion of census results with respect io both coveraze and content.
With respect %o deta analysis, the participants gemeraily accepted the view that the
results of a census should be analyzed in depth. It was emph331zed that such’an’ analysle
should be comprehenelve and relevant to the needs of policy makers and plannere. The
need for extenelve training of analysts ‘was alaso emphaemzedg ' '
143, Flnally, attentlon wa.s drawn to the fact that the ceusus. :teelf wag only’one ;
of the operatione in the data collection field, and that there was a need for T
an 1ntegrated programme of data collectlon at the country level. -

Ihj Afrleaanoueehcld.Supvey Capebllltx Programma

144+ "The eecretarlat preeentee the Report on the Afrioan Household Survey Gapeblllty _ff
Programme (E/CN 14/CAS 10/17) and a paper entitled Some Agpects of Household Survey
Methodology (E/CK. 14/bAs 10/18)

145. The Conference was warmly congratulated on the Afrlcan initiative in eurvey
development, The proposals had been considered by the United Nations Statistical
Commisgsion and a draft resolution prepared by .the Commission had been adopted by .
ECOSOC. As a result, interest in survey capabilities and the réldted requ;rements .
were being examined on a worldwide bagis in preparation for a meeting of prospective -
donors and users to be held towards the end of 1978. It was envs saged that the
surveys programme in each region would be organized by the reg_onal‘commleelon end
that 1t would compri.gse individual country proJects.

146. The Conference re—afflnmed 1te support for the African Household Survey Capeblllty -
Programme {AHSCP) and emphasized that the objective was to develop survey capabilities
in individual countries which would serve to meet the data needs of those countries.

It did not envisage standardized arrangements for data collection throughout the region,
because pricrities differed between bOUHuT*eB and. th‘ 1vfurmat10n :equlrements were :
often of a detalled nature. : :

147. A numbcr of points were raised in -comrexion .with document E/CN.14/CAS. 1Q/18

the design for the year-long household survey it was suggesied that the selection of 24
households in each enumeration area (EA} ‘was too high. It was noted that this arcse
from transport constraints in the country concerned but that provision had besn made

to reduce the number to 18 or less.
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f”*és.UﬁItﬁwés‘further suggested that a three-stage sample:design would be more appropriate

under most African conditions. In reply the secretariat explained that the arrangement
involving only two a~ea stages had been evol ed in the light-of a new local government
structure.  Also only one EA had Lesn selected from each- local authority instead of two

frop'gwgyoup'bffaﬁthgrities in order to keep mapping operations within reasonable limitse

149. 1In'Teply to another question it was indicated that income stratification was
bvased on information in respect of the entire housebold and not just the household head.
However these records related to cash income and could lead to difficulties in obtaining
an effective stratification in areas with a high proportion of subsistence consumption.

150. .. It was agreed that the use of substitutes in the sample of households for budget
recording should be kept to a minimum. There was also & posgible problem in the method
proposed for introducing substitutes in that contact between the field staff and the
central office might cause undue delays. ' .

151, The desirability of obtaining records from individwal households for periods -

of more than one month was questioned. The general view was that ohe month was normally
adequate in urban areas but that much longer periods were needed in Tural areas in
order to take account of seasonal fluctuations in income. This was important in

surveys aiming to obtain a good indicetion of the income ‘distribution but not in

those concerned with es*timating aggregete income, production and cornsumption.

152, With regard to the definition of the household for survey purposes it was noted
that it might be better to use the de facto meabership rather then the definition which
excluded visitors suggested in the paper. EE ‘

153,T In reply to 2 question about household trading, professional earnings, etc., %t
waé explained that there was adequate provision in the budget form and satisfactory
records should be obtainable if household members engaged in these activities were first
identified. The single visit questionnaire was more explicit on this topic and dealt
separately with indi-ridual enterprise activivies. - : .

154. It was appreciated that unusual items such as large personal loans could distort
the budget picture. Nevertheless such items had ‘o be recorded when they dccurred. "It
might bg;possible to give special consideration to their treatment at the proceseing

stage.

155. The section of the papqx'dealing with_labour‘foroe surveys gave little explanation
of the items to be recorded and it was suggested that standardized definitions should:
be introduced because results would be very much dependent on the interpretation placed
on ‘the various items. Infbrmation was given on a comparative study currently being
undertaken by ILO on the definition of economic characteristios: “Whilé the Conference
agreed in principle with the desirability of standard definitions, it felt that national
requirements were the primary consideration and that it ‘would not always be possible
for countries to conform with rigid standards-. t ; -
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1564 In general it:was considered that the establishment, of household survey oapabilities
could have enormous benefiigs, The EGOSOC resolution should’ thersfore receive the -
strongest possible support...With regard.to the setting up’ of " “hege capabilities the -
Conference was informed that. the United Kizgdom had created a geparate ‘Social Survey

.~which was later amalgamated with the agency responsible for population censusés ‘and"
surveys. Such a division of the survey organization in its earlier stages of davelopment
had been of considerable advantage in securing the necessary financial resources.

15T - It was pointed,out that a permanent field survey organization with properly "

trained staff was: essential for reducing non—sampling errors. Also in the’earlier ™"
stages of developing such an organization better results would be achieved from integrated-
programes. of single subject surveys rather than from an attempt to mount complicated
miltisubject. inquiries. Projects had to be carefully worked out %o minimize costs’ )

to :govarnment and dopor agencies. Data processing had been noted as & significant': *

problem in many surveys and special help would probably be required in this areds -~ -

158. -:Al%hough Kenya had made good progress in establishing its survey programme, the
. Donference. wag .informed that a number of problems had been encountered. Initially the
national sample had provided inadequate national coverage with too few clusters in ‘some

provinges. The.number had been increased to provide for provincial estimates but ‘would

need to be doubled.to allow for digaggregation of data to distriot level. There were -
logistic probleme related to the increase in sample size and these concerned both’
transport and the optimal use of enumerators. ' ' o ' B

159.. 1% bad also been found in Kenya that there was an inadequate population Hase -
for establishing the sample and interpreting survey results. Ratio éstimates using =~
populetion projections were satisfactory at national but not at prévincial level.
Lagk ,of-adequate population.data had -also made it difficult to maep cluster boundaries
to give-units of equal gize;nexperienqe'had,shOWn,that_g_count'df_structurea did not-

- lead«%® -a:good estimate of the number of households and it was necessary to undertake
a listing of the households in primary sampling units. There was agother problem” .
relating to the nee¢ for unique single sampling frames. Pépulation based samples’
were satisfactory for some inquirics but cpecialized frames weirds needed ‘for the -
investigation of orop areag, markets, etc. It was noted that the third round of the

‘Kenya: Jategrated Rural Survey was to;aylaige'éxtent labour force orié@fégtl ) .
160. The Conference wﬁs'ihfbnmed‘that Nigeria had been operating an integtdted sirvey
system for more than ten years in both rural and urban areas. The programme included.

_the collection of agricultural,. economic and. demographic data, very often on a;gegu;ap

annual bagis. The programme had been'obnsid@rabl&:e;pandgd;iqiﬁQTp.
161;—-ItLﬁaﬁ:iﬁﬁbrteﬂ'that,Sépéégi,ﬁa@ coqducted'ap:experiﬁentai multipurpose sorvey

in 1973~75 to provide guidange for thé orgenization of ‘& national household survey.
: The field work had lagted for one and a half years and was concerméd withirural- -

areas, in particular the factors influencing the economic ard social-obnditions of -

villages. Resulis were now under examination for the purpose of ‘seledtifig’ ¥he Variables
and characteristics to be included in the national survey. T TR £ P
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162+ Survey activities in Liberia were also described. Current work was concentrated.
on household expenditure and there would later be demographic and labour force sSUrveys.
The country felt the need for a more integrated approach to the organization of field
operations but there was a problem in that surveys were funded from different sources
according to subject. It was necessary for funding agencies to appreciate that it
was often more economical for several topios to be combined.

163. The Algerian participant informed the Conference that his country was planning

a household income and ‘expenditure survey for 1978. ~This would be followed by labour E
foroe and fertility surveys. He observed that there was a need for countries to adapt the
survey arrangements desoribed in the ECA document to their own conditions and requirements.
In some cases it might be difficult to choose between integrated programmes of surveys

and multisubject operations. There was also a growing need to provide data for regions

within-countries.

164. 1t was suggested that the secretariat make contact with the Swaziland statistical
authorities who were aleo engaged in a household survey. The Camercon participant
indicated that his country would shortly embark on a fertility survey and that a household

| budget survey would be organized when funds became available.

165. The UN Statistical Office reported the' preparation of a revised Handbook of
Household Surveys in co-operation with UN specialized agencies. This was intented
as & contribution to the solution of the kind of methodological and organizational

- (¢) Other demographic and sootal statistics

i) Social statigtics in Kenya

. 166. The Kenyan delegate presented an overview of the work which the Central Bureau

' of Statistics in Kenya had undertaken in the last few years in the field of Social

. Statistics as well as Food and Nutritional Surveys. .This was undertaken as part of

. the UNICEF Global Social Statistics Programme to enable developing countriea to

i institutionalize their capability in-collecting social data. The Kenyan programme . ‘
. wag outlined in dooument E/CN.14/6AS.10/19 and Conference delegates were presented with
'a set of reports relating to a number of studies undertaken by the Bureau. .

; 167. In the discussion which followed the Zambian delegate observed that a number of
. countries had mentioned the problem of sampling with regard to survey work in their
; contributions to discussions. : He therefore proposed that it would be useful if the

| #CA oould eonvene a regional meeting to disocuss the issue. The delegate of USSR outlined
| the work undarteken in his countiry in this field. The representative of the Munich
 Centre brought to the attention of the Conference two courses to be held in 1979 at the

| Centre in the field of social statistics, one in French and the other in English. The

- delegate from the United Kingdom informed the Conference that, his country was hoping

to undertake some research on food and nuirition surveillance programmes which would
include some reference to the Ethiopian and Kenyan experience. In reply to & quetion on

the relationship between social planners and the Buresu of statistics regarding the setting of

priorities for the kind of data to be colleoted, the Kenyan delegaticn outlined the
problems involved in this aspect and paid tribute to the role which UNICEF had played
in this agpect of the work.
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168, The UNICEF Regional Adviser also. outlined work which had been undertaken to
establish a feed-back between policy-makers and statisticians. He also pointed out -
that UNICEF was providing an advisory service for the East African Region in the field

of social statistics and that there would be close co-operation with other agencies

and the BCA in this matter. The UNICEF delegate based. in New York informed the

Conference about work to be undertaken in other African, countries and other parts of

the world. The delegate from Ethiopia infcrmed the Conference about food and nutrition
surveillance programmes which are being conducted in Ethiopia and offered to keep the .-
ECA and other interested agencies informed of .its future development. He also stressed-
the need for studies to identify social indicators which could best reflect the quality: -
of life in African countries, = L S S R N R

ii) Manual of dégégraﬁﬁic_dbhcepts_énd definitions

169. The draft manusl of demographic concepts and definitions suitable for African
conditions, the‘gubjeot,of ECA Conference resolution 230‘(x), was introduced to the

partioipants.
170, ' After an outline of the work carried out and the way in whioh countries could
co-operate in improving the draft manual, the participants were requested to communicate
the draft to the natianal demographic services. - O T LA g :

171« The Corference recognized the usefulness of the draft manual and the need for .o
co~operation from countries so that the improved draft, could be submitted to the o
next session of the Conference of African Demographers. It was however, observed that
such co-operation would be possible only if the. draft manual was available in both::
En.glish &nd French. ' PR MNP SIS RTRE PO R

172. An undertaking was given that suggestions concerniig thé prasentation of the
draft manual would be forwarded to the ECA seoretariat. . L - SR

iii) Migration statistics in Africa.

173+ A study on migration statistics in Africa, published in'issues 8 and 10 of . !
the ''Statistical and Economic Information Bulletin for Africa", was ‘introduced by a' -
member of the secrefariat. The study related to internal migration -among what is
known as the sedentary population.

174+ The Conference hoféd-thdt'the concepts and -definitions used by the countries of

the region te include migratory movements .in population .censuses and surveys ars often -
vague and inaccurate. It wag deocided that the secretariat should continue its investigation
~ of the problem taking into account recent country experience, particularly on‘the ocoamion

of the impleméntatiop of the programme for the 1970 series of population and housing
censusés, post—enumeration surveys and various household surveys. It was expected that

= 0

the investigation would lead to the formulation of -some guidelines. concerning concepts

and definitions to be used in the African context. It was also pointed -out that the

study should bé supplemented by consideration. of statistios on international migrations -
The participents in the Conference were invited to send to. ECA all documentation. available
to them, bpth on_inteﬁgal;§n¢_internationa1 migration. Do IR o

LEER T
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175. In response to & question, the secretariat replied that it was not considered
useful to draw up svecific recommendatlons at the present stage of the study in v1ew
of the inadequate doccumentaticn aveilable at ECA on the experience of the countries:
of the region that have undertaken collection of migration-statistics.

176. Finally, i: was noted that the date of the Independence of Algeria should read
5 July 1962 instead of 1 August 1962 in the above—mentloned study.

rogramme of work and prlorltles (agenda item 9)

177« The Conference con31dered the ECA Statlstlcal Programme as approved by the
Conférence of Ministers (E/CN.14/CAS.10/1, para. 54). After reviewing the changing
needs and condltlons of ‘the region, it recommended the rev1sed programme annexed to
the present report.

Other matters (agenda item 10)

178, The anference deplcred the decreasa in reg1onal adv1sory services in statistics,
and urged ‘ECA 16 appoint as a matter of urgency two Regional Adwvisers in Household -
Surveys. If there were enough regional advieers, it would be possible to avaluate the
household survey plans of national statistical offices before they were implemented.

179« Participants also commented on tke duration of the Conference of African
Statisticians. They realized that the decision to reduce the number of working daya
to five and a half had been taken by the Conference 1tself, but in the light of
experience at the tenth session it was felt that a return to the previous 10 days!?
duration was necessary. It was pointed out, however, that if the working groups
suggested by the Conference functioned properly, then the length of the Conference
should be left flexible for the secrétariat to take the final declslon.

180. It was also euggested that there shov’d be co—ordlnatlon between bllateral and
multilateral agencies. In that connexion, vhe agenda item on: technical a331stance should
deal rather with co-ordination of technical assistance, and should cover all such
activities in the international field which were relevant to African . statistical
development. ’

181, The need’ for Africen statistical” off1ces to develop techniques for computlng the
implications of new schemes such as the Programme of Action on the BEstablishment of a
New Internatlonal Economlc Order was stressed; such tools were invaluable in’ negotlatlons.

. 182, The Conference stressed once again the need for exchanges of publications among
. African statistical offices and between them and ECA. ECA was asked to prepare a list
. of statistical publications for circulation to African statistical .offices. A member
of the secretariat pointed out that a similar ECA project had been suspended because
of the need to computerize the procedure.
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183. The-distribution:of country reports at the- Conference, which appeared to have -
been discontipuett; ~hould be reactivated. However;: suth reports should not be dlecuesed
at the Conferencej rhat would make it “nnecessary for participants to make long
references to country experience in the discusasions at the Conferences *

184. ECA was urged to explore the poseibility of uelng experts on a non relmburseble
basis, as was done in Asias. Direct approaches could be made to donor agencies to ‘
obtain the services of reg1onal advisers under euoh a scheme.
185. The repreeentatlve of the United Nations Statistical Offlce then 1nformed the
meeting of. the deliberations-of the hineteenth: session of the Statistical Comnleelon.
In particular, he mentioned~the fact that-the Commission had considered the question
of the.finencing training of statistidiane, &nd had submitted a draft resolution on
"Financing of training of statisticians especially through regional funds of the
United Nations Developmeni Programme" for adoption by the Economic and Social Council.
After minor amendments, the resclution had subsequently been endorsed by the Edonomioc -
and Scoial Council at its last April/May session 1977. The representative of the.
Statigticdl '0ffice.also indicated-that the following publlcetione had ezther bean
publlehed by the Statletlce& Offioo-or Were under preperatlon. L

IR

(e)’ Report - on.Weifare~0r1ented.Measuree (already publlehed)

(g) Guldellnes on Inoome Distribution (elready publlehed)

(e) fDletrzbutlve Trads. (already puhllehed) . o :

(a) Guldellnee on:Prlce and’ Quantity Statletzce (already publlehed)

(¢) The Organlzation of Netlonal Btatistical services (already publlshed)

(£) " Provisional Guldellnes on’ Internatlonel Iburlem Stat1etlce (not yet publlshed)

(g) statistics of Internal Migration, including National Practices (ot yet publlehed)

‘ (EY"Promotlng lle Improvement of . Socle Statletlce in Developlng Gountrlee (not
R 1 publlshed) . . Lo N

(i) Recommendations on Internetlonel Migratlon Statistics (not yet publlehed]

Congideration of the dreft rov1e10nal egenda for the eleventh BGSSlOn of the Gonference :
agenda item. 11 . .

186+  The draft provlsionel agenda presented by the sedretariat wad modifisd slightly.
The Gonference approved the follow1ng draft prov1elona1 agenda.
- 1 . Openzng addreee
2. Eleotlon of offioere
- 3s Adoptlon of the agenda
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4. Matters arising from the tenth session of the Conference
(a) Report on ECA statistical activities '
(g) Preogress repoft on the reorganization of the Conference
(¢) Progress report on the Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA)
(d) Co-ordination of technical assistance for African statistical development
(e) Statistical organization
(£) Data processing

5 The Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic
Order and related statigtics

6. Economic statistios
(g) Report on the status and uses of SNA in Africa
(k) Report of the Working Group on Price Statistics
(g) External trade statistics
(d) Distributive trade
(e) Induetry and construction statistics
(;)‘ Other eocnomic statistics
(g) Methodological problems relating to index numbers
Te African Household Survey Capability Programme
8. Demographic and social statistics
(a) 1980 population and housing censuses
(k) Social indicators of relevance to Africa
(¢) Other demographic and social statistics
9. Programme of work and priorities
10, Other business

11 Consideration of the draft provisional agenda for the twelfth session of the
Conference

12. Report of the Conference to the ECA Executive Committee and Conference of
Minigters.

187 In addition to the items shown, it was proposed that financial statistics should be

- discussed under item 6, However, the Conference agreed that a status report on the

subject should be prepared by the secretariat in co-operation with IMF. If, after that
paper had been prepared, the secretariat felt that it should be discussed srrarately under
item 6, then provision could be made for it on the agenda; otherwise the report would be
considered under item 6(f). ' _

Adoption of the report of the Conference (agenda item 12)

188. On 22 October 1977 the Conference unanimously adopted the present report to the
ECA Gonference of Ministers on the work of its tenth session.
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Rgv&éé@:pyégraﬁme of work and_prioritiea asnapproved'ﬁy_theuCOnference

Annex I:

9.540.00 STATISTICS

Origin: General Assembly resolution 2211 (XXI); Economic and Social Council
resolutions 37 (LVII), 2054 (LXII) and 2055 (LXII);*ECA Conference of
Ministers, Executive Committee and Technical Committee of Expérts;
‘Conference of African Statigticians.: ' i
' Project aim: To develop and co-ordinate statistical services in the African region
: -, %0 meet -the growing data requirements for administration, industry,
policy formulation and planning for economic and social dgyéldpment;
. To develop a regional framework of statistical information, supported
. by detailed studies; providing a reasonably comprehensive acoount of the
African economic and social situation. - ‘ : s

 94541.00 General aspects .of co-ordination and development

01 Servicing the eleventh (1979), twelfth (1981) and thirteenth (1983)
- sessions of the Conference of African Statisticians; technical support
to projects undertaken directly by the Conference; '

oz . Continuing review of statistical ._ganization prqblemg‘in the region,
preparation of periodic'reports,-with srpporting action as necessary;

03 Biennjal publication of the Directory of African Statisticians and ths
. Bibliocgra of African Statistical Publications, and periedic publication

~of the Statistical Newsletter; -

| 04 Maintenance of an inventory of electronic data processing equipment,
L related staff resources and applications for the region, and circulation
of periodic summaries and evaluations. Working group on data processing

(1982);

05 , Co—ordination:of data bank activities; the data bank is ‘expected to
include an extensive documentation‘refgrence service. -

94542.00 - Training
; o1 _ Sﬁﬁport to national and regional statistical training centres and
’ provision of. biennial reports on African statistical training;
02 .Follow-up action on the Statistical Training Prograime for Africa
~ (STPA) in co-operation with the United Nations Statistical Office, UNDP,
etc.; ‘ ‘ S : S S ,
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9454300
01

02

03

04

05'

06.
(sz?

o8
9.544.00° -
o

02

03

National accounts, finance and prices

)

A.sistance to countries i. applying the revised United Nations . L
__System of: National Accounts. (SNA). and. in developing related basic seriesi
“provision of regioral advisory servicees in national aocounts,

Sow

Report on the status of SNA a.nd uses of the data ( 1979),

Development of a data base in rat¢ona1 aooounts lnoludlng flnanoe
statistlos, using seoretarlat estimates where necessary (in co-ordination
with other relevant activities of the United Nations data system);

. Development of a co-ordinated system of African price statigticie at °
 producer, wholesale, local purchaser, expert and world market levels (in
co=operation with the United Nations Statistical Office). Inputs will
be price data regularly available from African countries, plus more
detailed information on selected primary commodities. Purchasing power

' parlties of African currencies {in co-operation with the International

Comparison Sfudy). Fetablishment of current. sectoral deflators. for
African national acccunts and other series. Report on producers! prlces .
of principal Afrlcan oommodltles (1979). Working group on prige statistics

(1979);

External transaotlons statlstlcss development of data base and

supporting methodology; | , o

Public sector statistics: develcpwent uf a data base and supportlng
methodology, reports on public: debt.ir iirican countries (1978);
" analysis of public sector statistics (1980),

Examlnaoton ot statlstloﬁl relatlonshlps between economic aggregates
for tLs improvement of hationil Hocounts estimais: BE00Nd periodic report

(1979)3

Analysis of 1nput-output tables. for selected oountr:es (1980)
ExternaI trade statlstlos - |

Assistance in 1mprov1ng the ooverago, tlmelfnesa and methodology of
“ ‘national trade statisticsj .. . _ 8

Compilation of quarterly data for the pericdical publigatiin of ;
"Foreign Trade Statistics for Africa, series A: Dlreotlon of total trade";

Process;pg of a.nnua.l commod:Lty tra.de statlstlora for 1nd1v1du’é.1 couniries
in standardized value and quantity unite (in co-operation with the United
Nationg Statlst;oal Offloe), utilization of these records in: developlng an
external trade’ data base, publloatlon twice a:year of-"Foreign Trade
Statistics for Afrloa, series B, Trade by Commodity and by Gountry";
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04 Preparation of special tabulations, etc. to assist the development
African trade, with particular reference to intra~Afrivan trade and terms
. of trade; periodic publication of "Foreign Trade Statistics for Africa,
~.series C, Summary tables". i

9.545.00 Industrial siatistics

01 Assistance to indiﬁidual_éountries in applyihg the international
recommendations for industrial statistics and improving the .coverage
and timeliness of these data; working group of industrial statistics (1981);

02 Development of a data base for general annual industrial statistics
and annual and monthly commodity production statistics in the fieldg of
mining, manufacturing, construction, electricity, gas and water; the data
base will include energy balance sheete;

03 Continuing statistical studies on productivity, the structure and
development of manufacturing in Africa, capital output ratios; local
pyoceésing of raw materials for export, and the relatioship between

production and trade in African manufactured products. .

9.546,00 Other economic. statistics

01 " Agriculture: development of a data base incorporating FAC. and other
material; statistical study on production and trade in agricultural
commodities (1978);_ : :

02 “ Transport and communications: development of a data.base and provision
’ of methodological assistance to countries (in”co-operatiqn with the
- United Nations Statistical Office and other agencies); working group on
transport statistics (1980); methodological study on measurement of road
transport movements (1980);. statistical studies on air transport (1980) -
and African merchant shipping fleets (1981);

03 ' °  Tourism: develo Qﬁtdof a data base and supporting methodology
(continuing prOjeet§? training seminar on touriem statistios (1983);

04 Distribution: initial seminar on development prospects (1978)

05 Prepgration of the African Statistical Yearbook, the annual "African

Boonomic Indicators" and the periodic "Statistical and Esoromio Information
" Bulletin for Africa". . . .

94547.00 Demographic and social statistics
o1 Support to population census advisory services and to the African

Household Survey Capability Programme (AHSCP), which will cover employment,
other productive activity, income, consumption and expenditure and related
gocikl and demographic data; provision of other advigory services in -
demographic and social statistics;
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o4

9¢549+00

R Methodologlcal studles. ‘eivil reg:stratzon
- of demographic and social statistics in Africa
and classifications for selectsd demographic and social statlat1cs flelds ‘fﬁ

(1981);

Working groups and training workshops: oivil, reglstraxlon (1980), Ry
- framework of the integration of scecial and demographlc statiatios (1981),"LJ;‘“
‘migration statistics ?r _ :

Development of an Afrloan demog*aphlc and 5001a1 statlstlos data L
 basej

1982);

21978;, soope and quallty
1980), concepts, definitions.

&

: 'Seleotéd-sooial indioatoro of roiovanoo_po gfrioéj(1919)a

Census adv1sorx aerv1ees

T

Adv1aory*serv1oes in the planning and condnot of natlonal oansuses of

5-populat1on and*housing (in oo—operatlon w1th United Natlona Headquarters),
. in—-service training of local technicians by regional advisers;

Methodological studies: evaluatlon of collected data (1979), evaluatlon
of coverage and content errors of .censuses (1980), review of African

eensus and survey methodology (19 1)

Worklng groups: methodology for the 1980 round of. populatlon ‘and
housing censuses in Africa (19}8), training workashop on population censuses

(English language group) (1978
(1980)

censuses:

group) (1982)

' coverage and content erf%r evaluation of

tra1n1ng workshop on populat1on oenauses (Freneh language

P TR

Afrloan Houaehold Survey Capablllty Prog

. Advisory services in the plannlng and conduct of integrated natiovnal

" household ‘survey programmes -
- Btatistical Office);-

(1n co-operation with.the United:Nations

Development .of methodology for the continuing oolleotlon of 1ntegrated

B

economlc, soolal and demographlc statlstlos from households,

Partio1pat10n in the oo—ordlnation of 1nternat1onal and bllateral

assistance to participating oountrles,

Working group on the organlzatxon and methodology of household survey

“programmes

(1979



