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BCA PROGRAMME OF EXTERNAL TRADE STATTSTIOS
' (Note by the Secretariat)

'P”Intfoqdo%ioh

1. On several ocoasions the need for an imprdvement_of external +trade
statistios in Africa has been directly or indirectly oxpressed by the Economic
Commission for Africa. The importance attached by the. Commission to such

‘matters as the torms of trade of African countries, the impact of European

groupings on African trade, ot cotera, is reflected in a number of resolu-

. Tlons adopted at tho last two sessions (=ee in particular resolutions Nos.

25, 28, 29 and 30 in document E/CN,14/STAT/L.9). In consequence, the follow-
ing recommendation was made at the Commission's third sessions

"In viéw of the importance of the subject of international and intra—
African trade, tho Commission urged that the attention of the Second Confer-

" ence -of African Statisticians and of the statistical offices of all Af:ican

oountfies’should be dirccted to improving the standards of coﬁparability
of African trade statistics and organizing an improved service of %rade

" statistics to the Secretariat,"

2. It may also be recalled that thé first Conference'of'lfrioan'
Statisticians gave due recognition to the importance of trade statistics
in tho statictical survey of Africe by incorpordting a list of tables on
external trade in the basic list attached to the roport {see basic list,

paragraph j).

.Statistlcal appendix to tha uconomlc Bullstin for Africa |

3 In order to meaet, on a provi81onal b351a, the needs of the
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Commission's coonomic analysts and. othef pO%Gntial uSQrs'of”étatistics,
tho Secretariat has published a number of trade tables 1n the statlstical
appendix to the first Economioc Bulletin for Afrlca, January 1961. More
up to date trade statistiocs are presented to the Conference in the ¢
statistical appendix intended for the June issue of the Bulletin.

A. The main sources for the trade statistics that have hitherto been
compiled by the Secretariat, arse the United Nations! publicaticns:
Statistical Yearbook, Yearbook of International .Trade Statistics and Monthly

Bulletln of Statistics; but some figures have also heen taken from national

o publications.

Problems of comparability

5. It appeoars from the iﬁternational and nationallpublioations and

from reports submltted to the Sacretariat by statistical advisors who

Lhave visifed a numbor of African countries, that the conoepts and defini—

rtions used by ‘the African countries and territories in their external trade

statistios, vafy cbnsiderably from one group of countries to another. This

" also applies to the covorage of the statistics, the commodity classification

“and the geographiocal classification.  In the present situation, therefore,

A
i

gomplete and comparable statistics for all the African countries” and -

territoriss are not available. - It should, however, be the aim of the

. countries and territories, in collaboration with the Secretariat, to improve

the accuracy and comparability of their statistics, This could be attained

inter alia by adopting international standards.

6. The Secretariat is of the opinion that the ways and means for

improving and standardizing of African trade statistics, on account of

"$heo many tochnicel problems involved, should not be discussed at the

Conference. It is proposed that these questions be submitted in the wvery
near future %o a worklng group of oxperts to bo appointed hy the Conference(
A speoial papor (E/CN 14/STAT/L 22) is submitted to the Conferenoe in this

respect.



E/CN.14/ smi/ L,18
Pago 3

- BGA programme of processing and publicatison

o 1. The Secrotariat is awaro that the 1mprovement of the accuracy and

‘“oomparability of Africen trade statlstlcs 13 a long-term process which will

requlre considerablo enorgy and attentlon over a number of years. At the

”same time, great preesuro is belng oxertod by the Commission on the rescarch

workers -of tho Secretari&t, espeelally, as can bo soeen from the above
mentioned resolutions, in the field of intra—Afrlcan trade and trade rela-

‘tions of Africa with European countrles.

8. In order to comply with these pressing requeets, the Executive
Secretary propoees to initiate immedlately a wids programme of”’ processing
and publication of African trade statistics for which the full cooperation
of members of the Conference will be sought. This, it is realisod, will
impose a grest burden on the statisticians of the Secretariat whe, in

'cooperatlon with countrlee will have to convert the data as expressed in

national nomenclatures and units, into uniform nomenclatures and units.,

This will be done by means of the mochanical IRM-unit which is to be

- established at BCA Headquarters. Present plans imply that around 36%

of the capacity of those machines will be used for the processing of trade
data, it being understood that 70% of the capacityshould be left for

assistance and demonstration purposes.

9. Amnox I to this papoer outlinos the proposed programme .of proces-
sing and publication. This would inelude two current sories and one

rotrospective handbook. -

10. SGIlGS A would bve publlshed every two months and would malnly
attempt to glve as quickly as possible an indication of the trends of the

- main intra—Afrlcan trede flows and trade betweon African countrles and

the rest of the world. This serios would be based on monthly country

‘ reports ehow1ng tho broakdewns of total velue of 1mporte and exports by

origin and destination,

11. Serios B would oventually be published on a quarterly basis and
is intended to throw lighi upon the structural changes in African trade.
It will basically contain a broakdown of imports by sections, divisions
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and groups of the SITC, Revised, and a broakdown of . exporis by seotions
,ﬁpf‘theﬁSITC,,Ravised, and by important commodities. At theo same time
.imports and. exports will be broken down by apeas_ofiorigin/destination.

The sories will also contain guantum and prico indexes for exports
computed on, the basis of date for the most important African equrf products.
The much more complicatod problem of computing indexes for imports will

‘be considerod later, Each issuo of the series will comprise a number of
booklets, each of which will contain data for a group of three or four

gfrican countries,

12, The handbook en retrospective data will aim at giving as complote
data as possible for the period 1950-1959.

Golleotlon of baSIG data
.13+ Most of the date roquired for the handbook W111 be derived from

. existlng publications. . Preeise requirements for current statistics are

given in annex II to this paper and can beo summarized as followss

14, For Series A, countries will-be requested to submit on a monthly
basis a breskdown of the total valus of imports and oxports by countries
of ofigin/destination. This, it is hoped, can be produced by all reporting

countries within 60 days after the end of the reference period.

15, For Series B, countries will boe requested to submit on a quarterly
basis detailed broakdowns of imports end exports by commodities and by
origin/destination. Sinee most African countries have not yet adopted the
SITC, Bovised, the broaskdown by commodities will have to be as detailed as
possiblo.so. as to enable. the Secrstariat to convert the data to the SITC,
Revised, In practico, what will be required from countries equipped with
mechanical units, should mainly be data in the form of machine runs.
(lists) giving cumulative. figures for 3, 6, 9 and 12 months. This, it is
believed, can be produced by the roporting countries within four months

aftoer tho ond of each roference poriod.
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1962 programme of processing

16, Aoccording to present plens tho first issue of Sories. A would
be published around June 1962 and would contain monthly figures for 1961
and for January and. Fobruary 1962,

17. The first issue of Series By, on the other hand, will relate to
the wholo yoar 1960 and wiil bo followed by one or two issuss relating
to 1961, Detailed indications as to date required and suggested deadlines
are contained in annex II.
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ANNEX T

BCA PROG 3 OF .XT.RNATIONAL TRADE STATISTICS

Part I

CurrentiStatistios

1. The Sec:etai{atfihtonds to publish current stgtiétios:qn:external
trade on a uniform basis for all African countries and territories from
¥Whick dats are available.

2;:..-The Seoretariat propoases to publish two statistical gseries:
one giving data for total trade by origin and destination, and another

" showing at the samo tims the breakdowns by commoditics or groups of

commodities and origin/destination, The last sories will also contain
indiqes of quantity and unit value for exports,

cSeries. A, Total trade by origin/destination

" "“3, This serios is‘iﬁféﬁded to give as quickly as possible an
indication of the maiﬁ“aﬁfbénf*ahaﬁéeé in intra-African ‘trade and the
s trade between African-countrics and the rest of the wo:ld;

4. The statistios coverod by the series will be worked out for
sach month, but it 'may be preforable to publish data{evefy tﬁﬁaﬁénfhs
to start with. | . R o

5. For each repoftiﬁg'oountry'anﬁrférritoiy thé'tofalj;alue of
imﬁoftg/exports in thousand US dollars wiil béﬁsﬁécified-ﬁgféréé and
OOUALTY Of origin/destination. A draft 1ict of areds and countries will
be dimscussed by the working group of experts on external %fédépatatistics.
(Seewdocument'a/cu.14/STAm/L.22); S

61 ~ 968



- &/ CN, 14/8‘1!1,.’.{‘/1..18
"Pago 2

B TR |

-

Series B, Trado by oommodltlos and o;;g}g/d,stlnatlon

6. This series is tntondcd to throW'right'umon ‘the structural
changes in African trade.

T. As it is 1mpoaalblo to oveluato corroctly in advance the

amount of work which this’ serlcs will roprosont it seems proematurc at
this stage to fix the perlodlclty of the SGrIGS.. In order to tako '

| account of the soasonal varlatlons, the serics sﬁould bc worked out on

a quartorly ‘basis. It sooms, however, 1mpoaszblo to start qoartcrly
series before those relating to the year 1962, It is, thorefore, the
Secrotariat!s proposal that for the year 1960 only total annual figures

< ghould be worked out.’ Un the basis of experienco it could then be -
décided whethor statistics for 1961 should bc worked out for each quarter,

 for each half of thc year or for the ‘whole years. _ oo

8, In view of the timo 15g whioh must be oxpectad between the
arrivals of data from the reporting countrics, the beost ‘way to prosent
the data might be Yo publish a serics of booklets each containing
-statlstics for & group of three or four countries.

9. Ror sach roportlng country or territory the serice will oontain
a- breakdown of the valuo of 1mports and exports in thousands of Us dollars
by commoditles or groups. of oommodltlos crosa~-classified with arcas of

origin for 1mports and areas of dostlnatlon for exporis.

‘10 . In order to ratlonallzc thc pr000551ng and at the same time
'to facllitate the roproscntatlon of tho rosults, thu number of areas
. hould not oxoeed 13. The broakdown by aroess oould thon bo obtainod
‘.}.by 8 31ngle run of thr cards.

11. On account of the great difforence Ain structurc. of imports
and exports of the African countrice, differcnt commodity breakdowns

should be used for imports and exports.
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12, For imports trade will ba analysed successively by sections,
divisions and groups of the Standard Internatlonal Trade Clagsification,
Revisged (SITC Rev.)s " = o '

13, " For-exports the breakdowns will be sectiona dccording to the
'SITC, Rev., supplementod by a list of important commodities;' For tliese
commodities date will be g1ven both in value and quantity. '

‘Series B.

-2

Surmlamentar; tables

. 14, The main tablo for imports will be supplamented by a table
showing the imports of certain indicative oommod;ties. This types of
information might be useful for the analysts in appreciating the degree

VTGP rodénomic development. Figures ‘will ‘be given both in value-and quantity,
5% Bt ‘wi thout’ geographloal breakdown.

‘:15; The valus of the sarles would inoreaae if the capacity of the
meohanical unzt ehould prove sufflcient to allow a regrouping of the data
after the tables for the 1ndiv1dua1 countries have baen ‘worked out. Thla
regrouping could result in a synoptic table ooverlng all reporting
countries. The geographical breakdown in the columns ought ‘to.be the

- ‘8ame -as in the country tables, whilc the lines could give totalas for
each commodity .or group of commodities subdivided by reporting oountries.
16: To allow f£or's more ‘detailed analysis of intra-African trade
the Séorétariat -will try to work out once a yesr special tables based
*"on dmport data. By means of the ‘cards for SITC-groupsy by'obuntiy”of'
origin, matrix tables could be wofked‘out'giving'for?éadh’group"é*crésé-
clasdgification by reportlng ‘scuntries and countries of origin

17. In parzgraph 13 it is mention that the oxport statistics will
- ‘cemprise ‘data on value and quantity for important commoditics; On the
““basis of theco data qiiantun and wmit value ind;oes'ooula"be'oompﬁtéd”for
those ‘commodities, For many countries the value of the commodities
included will cover most 6f the total export value. The indioces ‘shotild,
therefore, give a fairly good indication of the volume and pnice chariges
“im: the ‘fotal expﬂrt trade 27 thdése countries. -
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Tl e . ~ Part II

' ﬁﬁ&nﬂﬁbdkgbﬁ'external_trade statistiég_'

o 18. .. The capacity of thc-mechanical unit of the ECA will probably
.net permlt of. slaboration of statistics for previous years, parallel to
. ourrent statistiecs. The Secretariat is of the opinion ‘that ourrent
ptatistics should be given highest priorlty and that statlstics for ‘
past years should be worked out on a Timited aoale, malnly without ‘uge
of mechancial ocquipment. h

Total trade b ori‘ ;7deatinat10n

.19.‘ ECA has already published, in the uconomic Bulletin for Africa,
statistiocs for tho years 1950-1959 showing the total imports and exports
of Afrlcan oountrles by areas of orlgin/destlnation. This work shoutd
ffhe repeated in order to present Roro detailod breakdowns in as olose
:oorrespondanoe as possible with current stat1stlcs. Data for each

'year should be given.

Indioces and trade by oommodities

20; ‘In some African counfrics the SITC has boen used as a classi-
fiocation system since 1954. For these countries comparable data are’
thus available for the latest years. For other countries it will be very
diffioult, if not impossible, to regroup the data manually in accordance
w@th:therxTC, even on the section levcl. The Seoretariatl is, howover,
_of‘the-qPinion that evon a rathor rough grouping of commodities for.
some countries faor some of the years in the period 1950-1959 would
. be of 1nterast.

o T_21, As regards exports of the principal African commodities, ECA has
I_lalready publlehed quantity and value figures for a series of yoars. This
woxk should be pursued and enlarged. If possible, data should be given for

_jthe same commodities that are comprised by the current statisbics, and for
m;:eaoh of the years 1950-1959. - B | e

22, If sufficient data are available, the Secretariat will try to

compute quantum and unit value indices for the main exported ocommodities
for some countries or group of countries for the years 1350-1959.
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ANNEX IT

Data to be furnished by the reporting countries

Questionnaire A {monthly): Total trade by origin/destination.

Coverage:. : Full detail of overall imports and exports by country of
origin/destination,according to national clasgification of countries

on the most detailed level (values only),

Note: Lika fhe'originai SITC, the SITC, revised, only applies to
merchandise trade., Countries which include gold (im all forma), in
their trade statistics, are therefore asked to supply separate figures

for merchandiso trade and for gold.

Reporting poriod: Calondar month and cumulative yoar-to~date period,

the first month' of réoferense being January 1961,

N
Time lapse for roplios: Within 60 days after the end of the reference
period. Already availablo data from January 1961 and onwards should
be supplied before 1 Septomber 1961

Additional information requosted: National classification of countries,
indicating code numbors used and coverage of statistioal territories
as defined by the reporting country,

st

Form of reply: Machine 1is£s; ddcuménté that aro typed or written by

”“fall information roquested.

Questlonnalre B (quarterly): Trads by commodlties
and by orlgin/destlnatlon. N ‘

Coverage: Imports and oxports brokcn down by commodltles and by countries
of orlgln/destlnation accordlng to national ola581floation of countries
on the most dotailed 10#01 (quantitios and values). Ag regards the

- classification of commodities, threo modes of reporting may be used:
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2) Data according to tho SITC, Revised:
1) Imports: Breakdown by groups (3 digits) and by country
of origin.
- it) Exports: Broakdewn by sub-groups (4 dlgits) and by country
-1 of .déstinmtion. -
b) Data acoording'to tho original SITC:
_ Broakdown by items (5 digits) for imports as well as exports,
and by country of origin/destlnatlon.‘

c)aData according to mational nomenclature:
Imports and oxports by the most detailod breakdowns and by country
of origin/destination,
7. Reporting period: Quartorly cumuiative. Tho first replies should cover
tho poriod January - Decomber 1966,
8 Pime- lapse for replies: Within 120 days after the end of the reference
period., Data for January-Decomber 1960 and for January-March 1961 should
be sent bofore 1 September 1961,

9+ Additional information requested:

a) For all countries: WNational commodity nomenclature with defini-

tion of items and indication of code numbers used,

- b) For countries supplying deta according to the SITC, Revised.
i) Annually: Table showing the correspondence between the
national classification of commodities and the SITC JRevised,

ii)_ For oaoch referonce perlod: Total imports in quantity and
*"valuo FTor a list of seleoted commod1t1es establlshed by the

Secrotariat.

c) For countries supplylng data accordlng to the orlginal SITC- Table
7 show1ng the correspondence between the natlonal comnodity clas-—

31flcat10n and the original SITC.
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10, Form of replys Machine lists,neventually“accompanied by correspdnding

11,

punched canrds or tape. Tho lists should comprise totals for commodities
and for the whole trade, and indication of quantity unit, If different
quantity units are used, the unit sﬁould be indicated‘for’eaoh commodity.
Replies may also bo sent in tho form of typed lists or documents written
by hand. :

Sending of documonts.

Documonts end all other materizal relating to externmal trade statistics
should bo sont by air mail to: Chief Statistioian

Economic Commission for Afrvica

P,0. Box 3001

Addis Ababa
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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA
COMMISSION ECONOMIQUE POUR L!AFRIGUE

_ EGA PROGRAMMu OF EXTLRNAL TRADL STATISTICS
PROGRAMME DL STATISTIQUE Dy GOMMERG” EXTERIEUR DE LA CEA

SPECTAL LIST OF IMPORTBD COMMODITIZS
LISTZ SPnCIALh DE PRODUITS IMPORTZS

Series B, Supplementary data to be furnished by countriss uslhg the
SITC, Revised @ Quantity and value (total without country breakdown)
"for- 1mporta of the following commodities 3

Bérie B, Données supplémentairas & fournir par, les pays utllisant la CTOIf
-~ Révigée 13 Quantlté et valeur (total, sans ventilation geographique) pour
1timportation des produi%s suivants

“‘Reviged " BTN ' Commodity - " Produit
CTCI | :
Révigée | .
112-1- | 22,04, 22.05; 22.06 | = %ine | Vin
112-3 22,03 Beer Blere
263~1 55,01 ) ' * Raw cotton and ' Coton en masse
2632 55.02 ) ' o cotton linters et linters de coton
263-4 | 55.04 s | Cotton, carded 8gmbed; Cotonioarde ou peigné
33z2-1 27.10 B ‘ Motor splrlt j JSSénOG bour moteura
332-2 | 27,16 ¢ S Lamp il and white | Petrole lampent, white
e spirit . | ..7. “-spirit
332-3 27.10 D) Distillate fuel _ | Huilds' distillées
332-4 27.10 E) Residual fuel oil Huiles lourde
'"33225”““““27¥10"F)"'”"“'”””"“m”'“““iﬁﬁ?f&é%iﬁé”aiié '''''' Huiles de'EEQIééage
34.03 ) and greagses
4214 15.07 ¢ Groundnut (peanut)oil Huile d'arachide
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4215 15.07 D Olive oil Huile d'olive
422-2 | 15.07 E Palm oil Fuile de palme
422-4 15.07 L Palm jernel oil J_IFI\_J.;"ilg_:,d.e palmiste
513-6{2){ 28.1T7 4 Caustic soda Soude caustique
514-9(1)| 28.53 Liquide air Air liquide .
554~1 ‘34,01 ) Soaps, surfaoe-actlng Savons, produits
554-2 ‘34,02 ) f””ﬁ agents and washing - organiqus tengio-—
’ R preparatlons - actifs et prépara-
o o .. - | tions pour lessives
561-1 31.02 B - - Nitrogenous fertiliszers| Ingrais azotés
561 -2 31.03 A ; Phosphatic fertilizers | imgrais phosphatés
31 w03.B )i v T AR et Iy SO S
561-3 . | 31,04 B . Potassic, fertiligere, . wngrais potassiques
632-1 44.21 Boxes, cases,. oRates. .. Ceimses, caisgettes,
” cageots
632-2 | 44.22 ... _Cooperage produots, - | Quvrages de:tennellerie
651-3 | 55,05 4. .- Cotton yern and thread, | Filg de ooton:forus,,
grey.(ynblégqhed),ipot | non mercerisés .
meroeriged . | )
651=4 55405 B ) — - Cotton yarn and thread, | Filwde coton blanchis,
5506 ) bleached, dyed or mer~ | teints, merqérisés
‘ cerized L
- 656~6 62.01 ' Blankets, travelling _ Couvertures et
o ::[“”' " rugs. and coverlets Toouvreplods,_
661-2 25-23 Cement C1@9nt
T32-1 87.02 A ... Passenger road motor ; 4utomobileshppur.
. veghicles other than trangport de personnes
. ‘buses or notorcycles sauf autobus
732-2 ) | 87.01 B ) Other road motor | Véhioules
1323 ) | 87.02 B ) . ;vehicles except ) utilitaires
. 1132-4 ) | 87.02 C ) motorcycles
7325 ) | 87.03 ) |
i RETTI -
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