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1. The report of the first Conference of Africdh Statisticians made
reference to the folloW1ng aspeots of‘rec}onal ?odoquatlon for the '
Statistical Survey of Afrlca (1ncl111ng co‘bperation of the Sboretarfat

‘ wlth countrlBS) ' » . Co e : ‘ af"f*

. : A - . bl
.o R

-

Training oentres for-middle-grade étaff;"‘<

Exchange of field survey experlence; .

Publication of methodOIOglcal materialj

Aid to oolhtrles in the publlcatlon of regular statzstlcal
geries; ‘

Publication of a b1bllovraphy of African Bt&tlB‘lO&l @ublications;

Demonstration centres in specifis fields- R

In-gervice training facilities; '

Uses of a da+a processing unit by the Secretarlat.

The Conferenoe recommended (paragraph 45 of its report) that the

Secretariat should make tentative proposals for regional co—operation on the
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basis of the programmes drawn up by countries for the Statistical Survey.

2. Visits by statisticians of the Secretariat, and also by a}gegiopal
Adviser appointed under the Technical Assistance Regional 'Programme; to
seven North African and eleven West African countries during the monfhs
following the Conference provided an opportunity for reviewing the needs
of the countries concerned and the type of regional co—operation that
ocould be helpful., Thus the Secretariat was able to gain some idea of
poseibilitiés for regional co-operation even before any country programme
for the Statistical Survey had been submitted. In addition, two sub-
regional meetings of heads of. statistioaf offices oconvened by the Executive
Secretary and attended by statistioians of the Secretariat, provided
valuable information and ideas. The first of these was held in Nairobi
from 30 May to 3 June, 1960 and was attended by two ECA statistiocians and
the heads of the statistical offioes of Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, the
East African Statistiocal Dapartment and the Fedsration of Rhodesia and
Nyasaland., The second was held in-Cairo from 21 to 24 November, 1960 and
was attended by two ECA etatlsticlans, a UN statistical adviser and the
heads ‘of sthe " stailstlcal officee of Ethiopia, Libya, Morocco, Sudan and
UAB. The Tunisian Statistioal Offioe, which was unable to be representad
at the meeting, contributed doouments. The agenda of the two meetings are
listed below.

Nairobi Meeting

(1) Statistical Survey of Africa: .
(i1) Regional programme of co-operation in 1961
(a) Tralning
(b) Study Tour
(s) Other Projects
(1ii) ECA meetings in 1961.
(iv) Miscellaneous (activities of the Secretariat in Trade Statistics).
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Calro Meeting

Praparatlon of Country Programmes for the Statistical Survey of

Africa
Projeets of co-operation in 1961
(a) Study Tours in field survey techniques
(b) In service trainihg for field supervisers

(e) . Training centres for middle grade personnel

(111) A report by the Secretariat of ECA on plans for the second

3e The oo—operatlon of the Secretariat with oountrles has so far taken the

COnference of African Statistioians end other aotiv1tiea in 1961,

follow1ng forms ze” ,

1)

11)

iii)

iv) "

V)

vi)

vii)

Temporary assignment of staff members of ECA to advise 'a few
countries in building up long-term programmes of statistical
- development (Ethiopia, Sudan, Liberia, etc.)j

‘Short—-term assignment of statistical experts in field surveys

( countries concernéd, Tunisia and Sudan)

Helping a number of countries to formulate their Technical
Assistance programmes and making appropriaté recommendations
‘t0 UN Headquarters in respect thereof} |

Consultations with governments in connexion. with forthcoming
population censuses and demographic surveys;

Co~operating with the Government of UAR in a case study of the
evaluation of the 1960 population.cénsus resultis;

Organization in co-operation with the Government of Ghana of a
study tour on population census.techniques, held in Accra from
3 to 20 June, 1960;

Training centres :

-~ co-operating with the Government of Morocco to establish a

French-speaking sub-regional centre at “attaché" levels
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‘viti)

x)

TR

£i1)

‘xiil)

:ix)7'

- co-operating with the Government of Ghana to establish an English
speaking sub-regional centre at statistical assistant levelj

-~ co-operating with thqudernmept of Ethiopia {0 establish an
English speaking trairing cenire for various middle grade
‘levels (BSA certificate in first term); | |

- establishing with the government of the Central Africa
Republic a French épeaking training ceﬁtié;at various levels,
startlng from the clerical office leveI;

- 3531sting various governments in settlng up natlonal training

centres’for middle-grade statistical staffy

.co-gperating with the goverazrtents of France and Gabon and certain

Ly agencles in the o;ganluatlon of a demonstration oentre in
household surveys, for French=-speaking partlclpants, to be
held in Librevillec (hab n) in August and Septemher, 1961;

Arraxgw*;for in-service ‘tra n:mg for three statisticians of the

'~ regionj

P

Seouring the assignuexnt of {ive regional advisers to the

Seoretariat to acsist countries on a short-term basis. Three
of these are already appointed; two sampling experts and one
- demographer; ' . -

" "'Making preliminary crrangemonts for the installation and

staffing of a mochanical dota processing unit, vide paragraph
56 of the report of tne first Conference of African
''Statisticians; ‘ &

Preparing and circulating a draft bibliography of African

- statistical publicationc; o

Publishing a statistic cal newslsitsr to facilitate exchange of

information. -
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PART 2 : COMING PROJECTS AND FUTURE POLICY

4. The Seéretariat's-plans for future regional co-operation within the
framework of the Statistical Survey fall under the follow1ng heads t

:.i)A ' Regional advisory services and fleld gservioce unit-
11)  Study tours;
iii) Training centres;
‘iv) " In-service training faclllties;
v) © ~ Meochanical Units
vi) ‘Statlstlcel publlcatlons and ECA Stat1st1cal Newsletter,»ll

The last two of these are covered in papers Nos.E/CN.14/St&t/L.15
7 and 17‘/()1\1 14/Stat/L 19 : the others are reviewed below,

Se The regional a,dnsqry service, financed under the Technical Assistance
budget of the United Nations, .is intended to.place at the disposal of.
Afriocan countries the serwvices of highly qualified experts in specialized
fields; for short—term assignments not normally exceeding 4—6 months. .The
services of these experts will be available to African governments on request

to the Executive Secretary of the Commission. The needs that it is desired

to provide for are those that a specialist can deal with fairly promptly, . =i

particularly the determination of how to go about some proposed course of -’

action.

6. This service is an experimental measure and future policy:in respect of -
it will depend on, the extent that it proves its utility in practice. The
initiation of it came about because  of the difficulty of recruiting highly:
qualified experts.on -very short oontracts«. The wey to overcome this & =
difficulty seemgd:to be to group together short assignmerits in similar '
fields, so that in the aggregate they would make posaible the offer of
contracts for a year or longere So far two fields have been provided for, ,
sampling and demography.: The Secretarlat will be grateful if oountries willj(_“
indioate other fields in whlch short—term expert asslstance is desired, asg

e P RO MO R LS MW FA S, ¢ pote et g e e e L 4 -
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it may be that the number of possible short—term assignments would gustlty

the recruitment of addltlonal reglonal experts for one or two years.

7. The field serv1ce unlt w111 organize regional programmes, advise countries
on development of statlstlcal programmes and help countries to formulate
Technical Assistance requirements.

8. It is proposed to organize two study tours during the latter half of. 1961,
under the Technical Assistance programme, Firstly the participants in the
second Conference :of African Statisticians will be invited by the Tunisian
Statiatlcal Office to observa the agrioultural survey and .the survey of trades
and crafts. (For detalls, please see ECA's Statistical Newsletter for
January, 19615 last page). This tour will last for 4-6 days, immediately after
the Conference. “The Unlted Nations will offér a per diem allowance to the
participants. - Sécoﬂdly, ‘s ‘study tour to observe the multl-purpose sample
gurvey to-be conducted on a natlonal scale ih Morocco and the proposed
agricultural‘ oensus and such other fPield surVBys ‘as nay be in operation in
UAR at ''the -time will be arranged for September - October 1961, The UN will
pay for the travel costs and'subsistence‘of ten or so partlcipanta. (for
partioculars of the Moroccan multl—purpose survey, please Bsee the Statzstical
Newsletter for April, 1961). ‘

9. It is the opinion of the Secretariat that study tours held in connexi;ﬁ |
with'P1e1d surveys are among the most useful forms of reglonal co=-operatién
in the present-day ¢onditions<of most African statistical work. (In this~
contexty ‘referehice 1s invited to paragraph 34 of the report of the firat
Conference of:African Statisticians, in which a similar view was expressed)
The Secoretariat will acnérdlngly be very interested in suggestions for
further action in ‘this sphere in 1962 and 1963.

10, In the sphere of tralning for mlddle-grade stat1st10a1 staff the
Secretariat hae favoured a very fleX1ble poliocy of establlshlng or support1ng
the establlshment of sub-reg1onal centres.
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~ The result-envisaged a:.setwork of sub-regional centres, suitably
1ooated, offering trainlng in French or Englieh, as appropriate,. at levels
suited o local needs. Thus the Moroccan centre will probably be at
professlonal level and the Centres of Ghana and Addis Ababa at an intermediate
level, whilst the centre proaected in Bangui will be slightly above clerioal
719val.» It remains to bq seen_how,far oountries' own training oentres will
neéd_to bersupplemented by>sub?regiona1 ones. At present Madagascar and
Nigeria. ha.ve axﬁreesed a 'préferénce for setting up their own training .
faoilities with UH Techniocal Assistanoa and discussions with & eimilar object
are proceeding between the Seoretarlat and some othe:' countries, It is the
:opinlon of the Seoretarlat that wherever poesible the currioculum of a sudb-
regional centre should be linked to some deflnite exemination standard as far
as mathematios and elamentary statietios are ooncerned; 0e8oy the examinationl
of the Association of Incorporatad Statistioians for English—speaking
trainees and the diplomas” of the Inst;tut franQais de la Statisthue for
Franoh-speaking trainees. = This pollcy, it is thought, would greatly _
facilitate reoognition on & reguonal Basis of the oertifioates awarded by the
Centre.

:$11.' At the sub—regional meeting of heada of statistical offioes ‘held in
Cairo in November, 1960, all participatlng countries offered to receive.
statlstlcal personnel from other African countries to study their statistioal
organizatlon or to observe any partlcular project or for in-service training
in any specific branch of stat;sjlcs. The .Government of Tunisia, which :was
not repfesented at the meeting, hés since expressed its willingness to do
likewise. Requests for the flnanclng of ‘such vlsits will be favouradly .
considered by the UN subject to the availabllity of funds. Statistiocal
offices interested are request to ‘submit thezr—suggestlons 1nformally to the
Secretariat. Pew requests for in—serv1ce tralning have as yel been raoeived.
So far ‘arrangements have been made for three officers to reoeive in-gervice
treining in Ghana and Tunisia. The facilities that ECA can call upon are
all in Africa and the Secretarlat would be grateful for guidance from
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ocountries regarding the ‘extent that they ‘aré 1likely~ to- TFant’ to uso them.

12, It is proposed to organlze a semlnar on househoI& surveys in 1961 or

1962 and & seminar on p0pu1at10n problems in 1962._ (Regardlng the latter,

" please refer to Secretariat paper E/bN.14/Stat/I 11) A joint FAO/ECA
“.seminar on the utilization of agrleultural census data is also proposed for
August, 1961, -Suggestions for seminars on other topios will be weloomed by
the Seoretariats however, in view of the difflculty that some heads of
statistical officee have in releasing staff for attendance at more thqn.a

© 1111 teéd riumber of meetlngs,’ft is desirable to bear in mind that certain
working groups are also proaected, Vlde items 7(a) and 7(0) of the Provieional
Agenda, e )

“;13. Tt is‘suggested by the Seoretariet that close .consultation needs to be
wroontinued, both between the Secretarlat and. countries and among neighbouring
countries, to review posslble proaects for co-operative. -action. This could
be done by varlous means. At 1ts thlrd sesslon the Commission adopted a
resolution (Nb. 23 III) 1n Whlch it requested the Executive Secretary;to.
q;“undertake forthwith a study of the possibility of and conditions for:the-
establishment of Bub—reg1onal offices of the Comm1581on toﬁdeal with problems

X

of sub-regional interest and to submit a progress report to tl eﬁfourth¢¢£ﬁ;
session". In the everit of sub—reglonal offices belng establlshed;'eaoeyui‘
~'should have-a statistician posted to it 1n order to cover patters in the.'_
gtatistical fleld. In the meanwhlle, the proaeoted fleld-servioe unit '

mentioned above woul& carry out thls funotlon from ECA Headquarters.

a

14. Coordlnatlon for any progect involv1ng several countries; is however .
best achleved by multllateral contacts. In this connexion the two sub-
regional consultatlons Whlch took‘place in 1960 were most encouraging.

In two or three dqys of an 1nforma1 meeting heads of statistical. offices
can arrive at a number of practlcal arrangements, as happened in. Cairo

in November 1960. If the Conference so-. wishes, such . sub-regional .

consul tations can become. a. regular -featyre of regional life during:the -
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interval between two conferences of African statisticians, at least in sub~
regions in which co-operation is very active. Moreover following a
recommendation made by the third session of the Commission at paragraph 247
of its report, it is suggested that a short survey of conclusions should be
drawn after such meetings, for circulation in the region as a whole. As an
illustration the summary of conclusions of the Cairo meeting is reproduced

as an appendix to this paper.,

15« Although the first Conference of African Statisticians expressed the

view (at paragraph 47 of its report) that ECA might be asked to assgist countries
in connexion with reproducing or printing statistical documents, no request for
services of this type has yet been received. The Secretariat will be grateful
for guidance on whether such services are still considered desirable and, if so,
to what extent. In this connexion it may be relevant to mention that at the
sub-reglonal meeting of East African statisticians at Nairobi in May, 1960

& suggestion was made that statisticians of the Secretariat who had occasion

to visit countries might draw up methodological reports on work done and that

these reports might be circulated by ECA to all African countries,



APPENDIX

1961 Regional Programme in Statisitcs in North African countries

(Summary of conclusions reached at the meeting of Heads
(of Statistical Offices, Cairo, November 1960)

A. Rabat'Centre

It was p01nted out that a two-year training course for mlddle-level

cadres is being arranged in liorocco, to begin in October 1961,

The Morococan repfeeentatives officially announced that the course would

be open to any nationals of other African countries desirous of attending.

Instruction will be given in French,
~ Conditions of admission for Moroocan students are as follows:
‘Holders of the baccalaureat in lower mathematics will be admitted

- automatically. :
Candldates ‘having reached the standard of the {1st or 2nd part of the

bacca;aureat mugst sit & test.

Those ‘who havé passed the 1st or 2nd part of the baccalaureat (in
branches other than mathematics) will receive a bonus mark ~ African
" countries are requested to observe the above conditions when selecting .

their candidates.

The standard of the course will be that of the Division des Ingenisurs
des Travaux Statistigques, Ecole Nationale de la Statistique et de
1'Administration Economique .(INSEE), Paris. A lecturer, ifr. CAUSSE, has been
appointed under the United Nations Technital Assistance Programme. Others
will be appointed by the Moroccan Government. The Moroccan fepresentative will

be glad to supply. further information,,é.g. regarding programmes and currioulum,:

to the ECA Secretariat and any country. interested.

Action:

i) The Statistical Office of ilorocco is to send as soon as possible full
particulars of the course to Tunisia (Mr. Bahroun) and to the
Commission's Secretariat, which will circulate these particulars to

other countriesi whiich might be interested.




ii) A limited number of fellowships will be offered under the UN Technical
Asgistance programme to qualified candidates nominated by African countries
interested in this course, Tunisia has informally expressed interest in
sending four nominees, - S |
Application forms will be issued by the end of June 1961 to thosSe oountries

which have expressed interest.

B. Addis Ababa Centre

The representative from Ethiopia announced that negotiations'were under
way between his government'and‘the United Nations for the'establiehment of a
regional centre in Addis Ababa for the training of middle~grede statietioians.
The Centre would offer a nine-months course at a level defined eccoiding to the
scale of certificates of the Association of Incorporated Statlst1clans in
London. The medium of instruction would be English. The lecturers will be
provided by UN Statlstlcal Office, by ECA and by the govermment of Ethiopia.
Thia Centre would prlmarlly serve Libya, UAR, Sudan, Ethiopia and Somalia but
applications from candidates from other African countries would also be |

favourably considered.
Action:

i) It is expected that the formal agreememt betwsen the Government of Ethlopia
- and the United Nations will be s1gned soon so as to permit the first

course to .be.started in October ‘1961,

ji) UN. will'eonsider nomihations from countries other than Tthiopia for a
’ maxlmum of 10 fellowshlps which w111 00ver the cost of travel .to and
from Addis Ababa and sub81stence and tralnlng facilities at the proposed

centre,

3ii) The Director of the Centre is expected to visit the interested eohntfies

in the second quarter of the current" year ‘to discuss matters connected

.....

candidates.



Ce Training facilities Cairo

..The UAR representative described the -training facilities available in:

.Cgipg.,}ngﬁng;e circulated on-this subject is enclosed. While these

facilitigs are available.at present to. the UAR nationals, the Government of
the UAR, i} was indicated, would favourably consider applications from

nationals of any Arabic speaking country. The medium of instruction is Arabic.
Action:

The couniries interested in availing themselves of the facilities offered

by UAR are requested to get in touch with the Department of Census and
. Stdtistics in Cairo directly or they may indlcate the nature and extent of their

interest to the ECA Seoretarlat.

D. Documentation on_ training = .

It was agreed in the meeting that each ‘government should regularly

xﬁoiroulaie teaching materials including lecture notes, syllabi and curricula

specially compiled by them for the tra1nxng of 'statistical personnel ‘to other

interested countries.
Action:s -

All countries‘aré'requeéfed to submit the materials listed above to the
Commission's Seoretariat at their comvenience. The Secretariat. will then

arrange to ciroulate the same to other interested countries.

II. In-servi@evfréiniqg;fééilities

A1l participating countries offered to receive: statistizal personnel
from other African countries to study their statistical organigation or
to observe any particular project or for in-service training in any specific
branch of statistics. The government of Tunisia, which was not represented
at the meeting in Cairo, has also since then expressed its willingness to

offer such facilities to nominees from other African countries.



Action:

1) Requestes for the financing of such V181ts will be favourably considered
by UN subaect to “the availablllty of funds. Arrangemente are being made
" by Mr. Mahajan to’ enable a senlor Sudanese statistlolan and two field
officers to visit UAR and Tunlsia to study statistical organization in
‘general and field survey technlques respectively.,

ii) All statistical offices interested in availing themselves of the';:

. facilities which the UN Technical Assistance programme may be able to
offer under this head are requested to submit informally their suggestions
to the Commission's Secretariat as carly as possible. Application:fbrms
will then be issued through official channels. ‘

ITI. Study tours and visits on field survey techhiques.

As a result of the information prov1ded by the countries represented at
th'e Cairo meeting and Tunisia on ‘the field surveys which these countries were
planning to undertake in 1961 and taking note of thoir desire to exggppgg\
experience in this importent field the ECA representatives present at the
meeting indicated the possibility of organizing two study tours during the -
lgtte: pglf of 1961 under the Technical Assistance programme.

A. 7 Visit to Tunisia

The participants to tﬁe Second Coﬁferehce of African Statisticians
scheduled to take place in Tunis beginning. 26 June 1961 will be inv1ted by
the Tunisian Statistical Office to observe the agrlcultural survey and the
survey ‘of trades and crafts, This tour will be organlzed 1mmediately after
the conferencs and w111 last from four to &ix days, beglnnlng around 7 Or
8 July. o ‘ ' '




¢'q“

1)

1)

B.

Action:

ECA will start negotiations with the Government of Tunisia for the
organization of this visit. [The government is expected to provide

transport facilities and UNAwill,offer a per diem to the participants, - -

Official invitations for this study tour will then be issued to all

government invited to.the Second Conference of Statisticians.

Study dour in UAR, llorocco

_ A study tour to observe the multi-purpose sample survey to be conducted

onta national scale in Mo:oeoo‘and the. proposed agricultural census and such -

other field surveys as migh be in operation in the UAR at that time will be’

arrenged in October-November 1961,. All countries represented at the Cairo

meetihg and Tunisia showed keen interest in participating in such a tour.

The Moroccan survey will be mainly designed to provide statistical data .

valid at national level for 6 or 8 economic reglons ons

populatlon structure by age, ‘

natural populatlon movements - mortality and fertility by ages
unemployment and employment in towms;

employment and under-employment in rural areasj o
agrarian structures, production, numbers of livestock, farm implements,

intermediate consumption figures for farm holdings.

The general survey, which is due to begin in October 1961, will be

preceded by a pilot survey lasting from May to July 1961.

Action:

i)

.

The Statlstles Departments of llorocco and the UAR are requested to oo
furnish the Comm1551on's Seoretariat with particulars of the field
surveys in questlon, 1nclud1ng their timing, objectives, scope, sample

de31gns and field organlzatlon.




1i) ECA Secretariat will start negotiations with the two host governmeﬁféfilﬁ
which are expected to prov1de transport facllltles. UN will pay travel -.

costs and sub31stence of 8 partlclpants.

iii) Al 1nterested countries will be officially invited in due time to submit
nomlnatlons for partlclpatlon in thls study tour as gsoon ag the ‘necessary.

arrangements have been oompleted with the two host governments.

IV. Census Data Processing Centre in Cairo

The UAR representatlves reported that their Government had undertaken an
ambltlous programme for the processing of population census data. The IBM
machines installed for this operatlon included six 101 stat1stlcai machines.
The UAR‘Government, it was stated, would welcome any observers to study the
processing operatione. | -

Aotion: ,

1) A member of the ECA statistical staff will shortly visit UAR to discuss
this project further with the Department of Statistics and Census,
Arrangements t0 be made to visit-the mechanical installation in Cairo
and faoilities available will be communicated to the interested countries
some time in April-ifay, 1961,

V. Second Confegenee of African Statisticians

The Second Conference of African Statisticians is scheduled to take
place in Tunis on 26th_June 1961..,I§~was suggested at the November meeting
that problems relating to the status of statistical personnel in African
countries should be put on the agenda for the Conference. Furthermors, the-
Secretariat was requested to circulate all important documents for:ihe
Conference if poeeigle three months before the meeting to enable-the::: -
countries. to study_them carefully -and prepare briefs for their respective-

delegations on each subject.
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1)

i)

iii)

e
R

Aotion:

Status of statistical personnel has been included in the provisional

agenda for the Conference.

The Secretariat will try its utmost to circulate all important documents

for the Conference by the first week of April.

All countries which are preparing long—term statistical programmes are
requested to submit the same to the Secretariat by the end of Maroh to
enable the Secretariat to process and circulate these to the other

countries.,

Statistical Newsletter

The participants welcomed the publication of the Statistical Newsletter

by the Secretariat and suggested that it should be issued at frequent

intervals,

Action:

i) It is proposed to issue the Newsletter on a quarterly basis during 1961.

ii) Heads of Statistical Offices are requested to communicate to the
Secretariat a list of names and addresses who should receive the
Newsletter regularly in their respective countries indicating the number
of copies required against each address.

1ii) News of all important statistical activities in eesh country should be

regularly reported to the Secretariat.





