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FOR THE·.---
S-rATISTICAL -StmVEY'- 'OF AFRICA','

. 'I
PART 1 'I PROGRESS TO DlTE,

II • ".)- .. '. ..,

,-- "•

1. The report '6f 'the first Cortference of Afrio~' Statisticiari. made
referenoe to the fOll~~ng ~spects' of re~onal '~~p~a~ion for 'the

, Statistica.l Survey' of'Afrfc'a- (incll':1ing c~per~t1~h of th~teo:et'a.i-il~t
. . , .

with oountries) :- •

Training oentres for"middle-grade staff;

Exchange of. field ~vey experienoe;
. . ,. , ~

Publioation,of methodological material;'

Aid to cothtriea in the pU~lioation of regula~'statistioal

series;

Publioation of a bibliography of African statfstica.l ilublica.tions,

Demonstration oentres .in specifio fields; .' - .'

In-service training facilities;

Uses of a data processing unit by the'Secretariat.

The Conferenoe recommended (paragraph 45 of its report) that the

Seoretariat should make tentative proposals for regional oo-operation on the
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basis of the programmes drawn up by countries for the Statistioal Survey.

2. Visits by statistioians of the Secretariat, and also by a Regional
• • 'I '. \

Adviser appointed under the Technioal Assistance Regional'Progra.mme"< to

seven North Afrioan and eleven West Afrioan oountries' during the months
~

following the Conference provided an opportunity for reviewing the needs

of the oountries conoerned and the type of regional oo-operation that

oould be helpful. Thus the Secretariat was able to gain some idea of

POSS1~ilities for regional cQ~.peration even before any oountry programme

fo-r the Statistioal Survey had been submi tted. In addition, two sub-,.
regi.nal~eetings of heads of.statistioal,offioes oonvened by the Executive

, "' .'"'' I

Seoretary and attended ~y statistioians of the Seoretariat, provided
,

valuable informatio:tl and ideas. The first of these was held in Nairobi

from 30 May to 3 June, 1960 and was attended by two ECA statistioians and

the heads of th~ statistioal ..~ff~oes of Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, the

East African Statistioal Department and the Fed8ration of Rhodesia and

Nyasaland. The. seoo~d was held in'Cairo 'fro~,21 to 24 Novem~er~ 1960,and

was attended by ,two ECA stati~tioians, a UN statist1oal,adytse~ ,~d the

heads'ot$the'stati8tiO~1off1~es of Ethiopia, Libya, Mo~ocoo,' Sud~ ~d
", '~''''l~. I ' .~ - _ ' - •

UAR. The Tunisian Statistioal Offioe, whioh was unable to ,be r~pre~ented. ~

at the meeting, contributed ,doouments. The agenda of the two meetings are

listed below.

Nairobi Meeting

(i) Sta.tistical Survey of Afrioa: ... "

(ii) Regional programme of co-operation in 1961

(a) Training

(b) Study Tour

( 0) Other Projects

(iii) EC! meetings in 1961.
(iv) Misoellaneous (activities of the Secretaria.t in Tra.de Sta.ti ati cs) •



,

E/CN.14/Stat/L.13
Page 3

Cairo Meeting

(1) Preparation of Country Programmes for the Statistical Survey of

Afrioa

<i'i) Projeets of co-operation in 1961 a

(a.) Study Tours in field survey teohniques

(b) In, s~rv1o~ training for field supervisors

(0). Training oentres for middle grade personnel

(iii) A report by the Secretariat of EOA on plans for the second

Conferenoe of African Statistioians and ~theraotiVit1e8 in 1961.

3. The co-operation of the Seoretariat with oountries has so far taken the

following forms a-

i) Temporary' assignment of staff members' of·EO:!,' to advise ,=a few

oountries in building up long-term programmes of statistioal

de-velopment (Ethiopia, Sudan, Liberia, etc.),

11)' -Short-term assignment of statistioal experts' .Ln field surveys

( oountries concerned; Tunisia. _and Sudan),

iii) Helping a number of countries to formulate their Technioal

Assistance programmes and making appropriate'recommendations

. :to UN Headqua.rters in respeot thereofJ ..

i v)· Consul tationa with gove rnments in 00nnerlon.'With forthcoming

population censuses and demographic surveys;

v) , Co-operating With the Government o£ UAB. in, a -case study of the

evaluation of the 1960'popul&tio~.census.results,

vi) Organization in co-operation with the ,·Government of Ghana of a

study tour on population census. techniques, held in Aocra from

3 to 20 June, 1960;

vii) Training centres I

- oo-operating with the Government of Morocoo to establish a

Frenoh-speaking sub-regional oentre at tfattaohe" level,
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- co-operating with the Government of Ghana to establish an EngliSh
speaking sub-regional oentre at statistical assistant levelJ

co-operating with the. Government of Ethiopia to establish an
r - ~ •

"" English speaking tr8:~ning centre for various midcne grade

levels (liSA oertificate in first term); ,.

establishing wi th the government of the Central Afrioa
.' ..' "".:'.

Republic ~ French spGaki~g training oentre,at various levels,

starting from the clerical offioe level;
'. , • I ,-

- aBs~sting various governments in setting up national training

oentres ,for middle-grade s~atiBtical staff;

~viii) .co-operating with the gove~;~ents of Franoe" and Gabon and oertain

UN agenca.e s i~ the oreanir;,:3,tion of a demonstration ..oent~e in
.,. 'I • 'a "'" . t-

household surveys, for French-speaking pa.rti~~pan~.s" t~,.·be

held in Librevlllo (G~b~n) in August and September; '1961,
. iX)" .. .A.rr~i:t,~for in-aer"lica' ·~ra.ining··for three sta.tistioi~s of the

., "

x)
region,

Seauring the assignment :cf flve regional advisers to the

Seoretariat to acs:i.cd; courrtr-f.e s on a' s!'lort-term basis. Three

of these are already'~ppoint3d; two sampling experts and one

demographer;

, ,~ .. ,

Making preliminary ~rTa~~e~0nts for the installation and

sta.ffing'of a ij0c~~nic~1 d~ta proceeoing unit, vide "paragraph

: '56 of the report of the first COll:ference' of African

~ "St~tistic1aria'; ., ' ~--' '

:2d.1}· heparing and. 'circulating a d::-aft bibliogr'a,phy of Afriean

statistical publication~;

'xiii)' Publishing a sta~isticai' nGwE'ls"'"ter' to fac1ii ta:te exchange of

" ", information ...

,~, .

"
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PART 2 : COMING PROJECTS AND FUroRE POLICY

4- The Seoreta.riat t s plans for ~ture regional,. co.-operation wi"thin the

framework of the Statistical Survey fall under the following heads t

1)

i1)

iii)

" 'iv) ,

v)

Vi)

I \' .-

Re~onal advi:-sory services and field service ~it;.
. Study tours;

Training oentres;

'In-serVioe training facil! tie's,

Meoha.'riical Unit;

, Statistioal pUblications and ECA Statistical Newsletter;

Th~' 'l'ast two' of these a.re oovered in 'p~pe~s No,S.E/CN.1'4/St&~.)~'~15

and' "E/CN•14/Stat/L.19 : the others, ~re :re'viewed below.~ ",

5. ~e regional advisQ~Y service, finana~d under the Teohnical Assistance

budget o! the ,Uni ted Nati9ns, ::is intended to,,:plaoe at th.e disposa.l ~)'f.',

Afrioan countries the se~vices of h~ghly ~ua~ified experts in speoialized

fieldsJ. f<;)r short-te,rm assignments not n01'1Ilally exoeeding 4-6, months'. .,The

services of these exp~rts will be ,available ~, African governments on ·request

to the Exe~ut~ve,Sec.r~tary of ,the .Gomm·isS,ion,'. ' The needs that it is desired ,"':

to p!o,Vide· for are, those tha.t, a. specialist oan dea.l with fa.irly_.··promptly, ,':":"''':-'..

pa.rticularly the determination of how to go about some propose'd .eouz-ae of:

action.

6. This service is ·an exp'erimental mea.sure and future poli.oy:':in· respeot: of
it will depend, on. :the, extent. that i.t. prove s: i t B utili tJ- in '.pra.ctice" The

initiation of it came about because ',of .-the d1ffioul ty 6f racruiting' highly:

quali~ied expertiJr9n, ·~ry sbort, oontra.ct~. '. The way· to overbome' thi's' . r» r-:

diffioul ty see~~~".,to be to 'group' togethe~' short assignments 'in' similar,", ..

fields, so that in the aggregate they' would make 'possible 'the "offer of
oontraots for a year or longero So far two ,fields have b~en provided for,.

• • • • , ',: • 1" '_ , • , ~ l • '., : •

sampli1?-g and demography. The Secretaria.t will be g.ratefu~ if .oq~t.r,ie~ ..wil~; '.
" ~ , .' r I •• ",; ,_ '1.~ . ";, - " .. ' _' 4'~ - r ~ " - • ! '..;'" \

indioa.te other fields in which short-term exp~rt a.slStistanc~ i.~ d.~,~~red, , a.~"
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it may be that the number of possible short,~t~rm ,assignmen~s wo~ld j~,stit7
• l ~ - .::' ,

the reoruitment of additional regional experts for one or two years.
J' ' -

1. The field servioe unit will organize regional programmes, advise oountries
r _. .'. •

on development of statistioal programmes and help oountries to formulate.,

Teohnioal Assistanoe requirements.

8. It is proposed to organize two study tours dur1·ng .the latter ha.lf of','1961,

under the Teohnioal Assistance programme. Firstly the partioipants in the

seoond Confe~~~oe:of Af~io~n Statistioians will be invited by the Tunisian

Statistioal Office to observe the agricul tura.l survey and ,.the survey of trades

and orafts. :(For 'd~tails, 'piease Bee ECAts ~tatisiical'New~letter for

January, 1961; la~t page). This to~r wili last 'for 4~6 'daYs, immedia.tely after

the Conference'. ":"The" Urii ted 'Nations will ~ffer a per diem lilloWcin'6'e-- 'to' the

participants. '. 'Secondly', ";a 'study tou:r to' o~'se:rve ':the mul ti-purpose 'sample

survey to' be conducted:- on :8, nationa.l soale' 1~" Moro'coo ancl' the prOp~sed'.:'

agricultur~l'oensus and Suoh other field: ~rveys'as'may be"in oper~tion in

UAR a.t·:'th~ -time will be arranged for Septeinber - Oct'obe·r'19t>'1. The uN Wiil

pay for the travel costs and: sUbs1S't'~hbe'';of' ten or 'so pa.rtioipa.ri.ts'~ (for

particulars of the Moroccan mul ti-pu.'t·po:se:' survey, please' see the Sta.tistioal

Newslet-t'er tor April, 1961).

9. It is the opinion of the Secretariat that study tours held in oonnexion

wi th:,:',fie'l~d'L!Surveys a.re among the most useful forms of regional oo-operatf6t1

in the 1>:iesent-da.y'·conditione,;':of most'Afrioan statistioal work. (In this.'~!-' ..
oonterl.~;':'r"fer:e;ho~":'1;s inn ted': to paragraph 34 of the report of the fir'at

Conferenoe o:fl:Afrioan Sta.tistic'ians, in which a simila.r view was expres~ed)::

The Seoretariat,will aoo6rdingly be very interested in suggestions for

further action,'ll!' this 'sphere in 1962 and 1963.

10. In the sphere of'trainlng'fo; middle-grade s~~tistical staff the

Seoret~~i~tChas favo~~d a Very f1eXibl~ polioy of establishi~,or,supporting
. : ~ _.. : .. , " . - .." ',.' ~ " .' ., '

the establishment of sub-regional oentres ..
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The rssul t'-envisag~4 a~network of eu~regional oentres, 'suitably

looated, offering tra~ning.~n ~en~h "or English, as appropriat~" at levels
_ ~.: " :.- : _ ..;.J : ~ ,\ . ..' . L. • •

sutted to local ,needs. Thu~.the M~roQcan centre will probably be at
• • _ r .~. •

professiona.l l~vel and ,tbe C~~tres of Ghana and Addis Ababa at an intermediate
. ' . -~ '. .,' .':- - . .

level, whilst the centre p~'je~ed in ~angui will be slightly. a'bQ,ve oler1oal

'level. it 'remains to' be ~~.~~ -'~'ow, far oountr1~sl own training .oentres vill

~eed to be sup;lemented ~y 'e~b-regional'ones~ At'present ~dag&soar and

Nigeria. ha.V9 exPressed a. 'prsference for setting up their, ovntrainiDg ,

fac111ties wi th ~ Teohnical Assis,t~noe and discussions wi'th a 811l'-lu .objeot
... ' ", .' , . ". " .I',

are prooeeding ~etween the Secr~~iat and some othe:' oountries.• ::tt.i:B the
• " : ". • '. ' 4 L ~ ~ , •• .,. • - ; ; - -

'opinion of the Seoretariat that wherever possible the curriculum of a·~b-

regional centre should be linked to some definite examination standard &S ,far

as mathematios and: 'elementa.:ty' statis'tios are oonoerned~ e.~." th~ e:amin~~on8
of the' Association of Incorporated Statistioians for'English~speaking

·trainees and' the' dipibme.s~ 6f'....the Institut fran9~i'~ d~"la Statistique f()'r' .'

Frenoh-speaking' trainees~ ,": This polioY', it i~ thOU~h!tt would gr'~~~iy . _

faoilitate r800gni tlon on a 'reg3:~nal basi's of the oertifioat~.~ ~~de:d by ,the

Centre~ "

'11.' At t~e ~b-regional.meeti~g of ,heads of ,statist~cal otfi08s,held.in·

Cairo ~n No~-:n'};)er, 1969, ,a.l1 p~rtioipating oountries offered to n081-..
.. .} .' ~ . ,

statistical ,p~r80nnel from ot~er ~frioan countries tQ:8tudy their statistical
,.~ ;.. - . .

organ~zation or to obQerve any,partiaular projeot or tor 1n-8e~vio.. 'tr~ning
. ~ - .. .; ~.. . .

in any spec~fio branch o£ s~ati.s.tios. The ,Government of Tunil1iia, which :"8. . '." . '. .. . -

not represented at the meeting, has since expressed its wil11ngn~ss to do

likewise. Requests for th'e finanoing of:';'~~h 'vieits will b~ fa'VOU~b17
• .•••. I •

oonaid'ered by the UN sub'ject ito' the a>va.iiabiiity of funds. Statistioal

offioes interested are requ'e~t to isubmit thei~ suggestions informally to the

Seoretariat. 'Few requests for in"';'eervioe: training ha~ as"yet"beenreo'eiV8de
, . I ,... , ,,' " '. :' .

So far 'arrangements have been made for three'officers to receive in-service

training in' '(Jhtma and Tunisia':' r :Th~: facilities that ECA 'oan call u~n are,
• '.' : •• • • -\ ,.- II. _ 'J. r· ~ - -,:.:. - .. . ., . . . -. - .-

all in At'rioa and the Seoretaria.t 'would be 'grateful for guidanoe from
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oountries rega~ding ,the ,':extent that they ,'are :'likely~-:':to,:wan.t·~'to···tiso 'them.

1'2." It 'is proposed. to orga.niz~ asemin~r"on h~'usehdid':-~r~ys'in 1961 or

1962 ,and a semina%" 'on popula.tion i>~obl~ms in>'1962.-, (Re~~~di,~g',-~he latter,

,.', please refer to Seoret'a.ria.t paper E/cN• 14!Stat!L. 1'1) ~ :' A joint FAOjECA

, ,'sQminar on the utilization of agri-6~-1fursl' censue ~ia' is ~lso 'p~o~osed for

August, 1961. -Suggestions tor seinina~s"on other t~'P:iOS riil' be welo~med by

the Seoretariat; howe'ver, 'in view of the': <il'ff1oul ty 't~at some h'eads ~t
statistioal offices have in r'~leaaing":'staff 'for' att'e~d.B.l1ce a~ more th8;ll a

libl~~~J t.ri.umber ~f m~'etJ.'rig~', :~j!i is de~ira.ble to 'bea;' 'i~mind, ~hat o~~~in'
wOrking groups are also projected, vide i tem~ 7(a) '~d, 7(0)' of' the Provisional

Agenda.~

"13. It is suggested by the Seoretariat, tha.t olo~~,o,onsultation needs to be
: I ..~" ./ .f.l~." _ I. J. ' • \ .\ ' •• -",

oontinued" both' be~ween the Se7~etaria,t and c,o~tries and. among, neighbouring

countries, ,~o revie~ po~s;l?le....R:rojects for ~o-operati~ ,.~otio~. This could

be ~ne by.!Va.rious m~an~.'··'A"t·'its thi;d s~ss:i.on the Oommission ,a,dopted·,a

res~luti'o~".(No. 23':;;rI:i:r'~n Whi<?~ i t ~~~U~~~~,d. the Exeq~l~v~,,Seoretary i to,__
r v -J.~ ~-.." p.', •• J _ . . . . - •. - '.

"'-"widertake forthwi th a study of' the possibility of and condf tiona for~~the'~,'

establishment of' sub-regional of':ficea of the Commission ,to deal wi~h ~prob~e.mB
"" • .' , ~. '~.f-i ,. " . . ,_ ;-", .- ':~ lj~'~~ .-;,1 .":: .... ). 1& I 1

of sub-regional interest and to submi t a "progress report to ~he fqur~_",.;. ,"
... . ~" : ',._ .... ~ .• ··,~~.;:,l)r: ~"':'';'~... ~f.! -.... J'j•.l..l:.-~.r

session"'. In ths eVeiit 'o'.j 'sub-regi'onai !6ffices being establisheq, ~~,o~_ ,J

. _, . . ... . ~,: _ :~\,,_.; \ '. :~,_ .', ',;:~ - ~ ,":~:~ i:J i:.~, '. : •

~""Bhould have '& stat':t'stioian posted to it "in order to cover matter~ .~n._the
• '., , ' , • • : o~ • , : ',:,,1 0

'\ C' ~ : ;_' k ) " ., .0'"

~:statistical field. "In' t'he meanwhile," the projeoted field aerv:io.e unit.

mentione-d ab0ve: 'woul'd 6~"firy' ori'-e:: thi s fun~tion "'f~in 'ECA Head'q~~~t~~:~~':" ,'
, .; """ .. ~ f '. , ~ :~, , .',.0 .:.:" -:: '

14. Coordina.tion f,or... any, prRjec;t in~lvi,ng a,~;veral c~untr-i;~Et:~is however,

best aOhiev~d by \nul tilatera~', .c~nta,ct~. "'In this ccnnexf.on the tWQ sub-
. '. , ..' ~It· .... - .~: .-: ._. '.......: "., .: _. ,

regional oonsultations which t99k,pla~~, in ,1960 were, most encouraging.

In two or three da;s ~f' '~ i~i~~~l m!~ti~g heads of, statistioal~offioes

, can arrive at ~ number of ~~~~~i~~~ ar*~ngements, as ~appenedin.C~iro
. -.. .' '

in November 1960. If the,., COl'l~,~rence SQ-" wishes, such ,sub-regional,
'._ '.J T ,_'. ~. " ~ ~. -

consul tationa can become a, J'e@la,:r, .,fe,~~e of regional Ii,fe, during.(~e
,. " ,":, ',~ I~ ':4~_ p ~,

\.
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interval between two conferenoes of African statisticians, at least in sub­

regions in which co-operation is very active. Moreover following a

reoommendation made by the third session of the Commission at paragraph 247

of its report, it is suggested that a short survey of conclusions should be

drawn after suoh meetings, for circulation in the region as a whole. As an

illustration the summary of conclusions of the Cairo meeting is reproduoed

as an appendix to this paper.

15. Although the first Conference of African Statisticians expressed the

view (at paragraph 47 of its report) that ECA might be asked to assist oountries

in connexion with reproducing or printing statistical documents, no request for

servioes of this type has yet been received. The Secretariat will be grateful

for guidance on whether such services are still considered desirable and, if so,

to what extent. In this connexion it may be relevant to mention that at the

sub-regional meeting of East African statisticians at Nairobi in May, 1960

& suggestion was made that statisticians of the Secretariat who had ocoasion

to visit countries might draw up methodological reports on work done and that

these reports might be circulated by ECA to all African countries,
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APPENDIX

1961 Regional Programme in Statisitoa in North African oountries

(Summary of conclusions reached at the meeting of Heads
(of Statistical Offices, Cairo, November 1960)

A. Rabat Centre

It was pointed out that a two-year training course for middle-level

ca.dres is being a.rranged in I.'Iorocco, to begin in Ootober 1961.

The Morocoan representatives officially announc~d that the course would

be open to any nationals of other African countries desirous of attending.

Instruotion will be given in Frenoh.

Condi tions of admission fo'r Moroocan students are as 'follows;

Uolders of ·tp.~, baooalaureat in lower mathematics wilt"· b~ ~dmi tted

au tome.tioally.•

Candidate:s, having reaohed the sta.ndard of the 1at or 2nd part of the'

bacoa.laureat must sit a test.

ThOBe ;·who have passed the 1st or 2nd part of the baooalaureat (in

branches other than mathematics) will receive a.bonus mar~ - Af~ican

.. co\lntries are -"requested to observe the above condi tiona wh~n se:.lec~i~g

their candidates.

The standard of the course will be that of the Division des Ingenieurs

des Travaux Statistiques, Ecole Nationale de la Statistigue at de
. .

11 AdrninistratiQn ·Economigu'e ,(INSEE), PariSe 'A lecturer, 1,1r.' CAUSSE, ha.s been

appointed.under the,United, Nations Technical Assistance Programme. Others

will be appointed by the Moroccan Government ... "The'Morocoan representative will

be gla.d to supply. ~rther information, .:e.g. re'garding programmes and currioulum,

to the ECA Seoretariat and any country. interested.

Action:

i) The Statistical Office of ilorocco is to send as soon as possible fUll

particulars of the course to Tunisia ·(Mr. Bahroun) and to the

Commission t s Secreta·nat, which will circula.te these particulars to

other countrieslwhich,might be 'interested.



,

- 2 -

11) A limited number of fellowships will be offered under' the UN Technical

Assistance programme to qualified candidates nominated by Africa~,~ountries

interested in this course. Tunisia has informally expressed interest in

sending four'nominees.'

Application forms will be issued by the end of June 1961 to those oountries

whioh ha~ expressed interest.

B. Addis Ababa Centre
, .

The representative from Ethiopia announced that negotiations were under

way between his government and the United Nations for the 'establishment of a

regional centie in Addie Ababa for the training of middle-grade statisticians.

The Centre would offer a nine-months course at a level defined acoording to the

scale of oertificates of the Assooiation of Incorporated Statisticians in

London. The medium of instruction would be English. The lecturers' will' be

provided by UN Stattistical Offic,e, by ECA and bY:' the: governrtle-nt of Ethiopia •
. " ,- -.,'... _.;

This Centre would pr~~arily serve Libya, UAR, Sudan; Ethiopia and Somalia but

applications from canddda'tes from other African countrdea would a.lso be

favourably considered.

Action:

1) It is expe~,1ie,Q.. that the formal agreem.,.t between the 'Governrne~t of Ethiopia

and the Unite,d Nations' will be signed soon BO as to permi t the first

oourse to .bestarted in'October;1961~

i1) UN,', will ':6o'nsider nominations from countries othe:r. than Ethiopia for a

maiirnu.m of 10 fellowship's whi,ch rill cover the cost ot travel .. to and

from Addis Ababa and subsi'stence and training facilities at the proposed

centre.
, ,

iii) The Director of the Centre is expeoted to visit the interested countries

in the second quarter of the current":year' to discUss mattersconneot~d

wi th ·the Centre with the respective:, governments arid to 1ntertiew
candidates.

..



..
c. Training facilities Cairo

,.<"~!' U~,-.F~,:;:>.r.es.entative de·scri.bed the ·training facili ties 'available in'

,O.:~ir~•. ', T~~.,:np,.~e c~rcu~;ted. on this subject is enclosed. While these'

fa~i~iti(~.~ .a.re .a.vail~:b!~.J,·.at presen'b to, the UAR nata.cnat a;: the ·Government of

~he.UAR, it ,was indi~~t~A, would favou~ably consider applications from
~ ~~ :, -

nationals of any Arab~c'speaking country. The medium of instruotion is Arabic.

Action:

The countries interested in availing themselves of the facilities offered

.by'UAR'are· re~uested to get in tcuch with the Department of Census and

Sti:iti'st:1.ca :'iri "Ca.iro directly or they ma.y indicate the natur-e and extent of their

interest to the ECA Secret~riat.:
'-- I

D. Documentation on:: ,~rainl~e\. '."

, ...I.;t wa.s.- agree.d in, .)the meeting' that each 'government should regularly

""Tq~;r<?B:~~:t.~·! teachilfg mat~J;.ials, including lecture no be a, sylla.bi and.' oUrrieula
speci~f~Y .oompil~d by.th~m for the training of 'statistical personnel 'to other

intere~ted ,cq~ntries.

Action: .! ','

All countries are requested to submit the materials listed above to the

Commissionts Seoretariat at their oomvenience. The SecTetar1.at.-will then

arrange to circulate the same to other inte,rested countrdea ;

. '."

II. In-servioe training facilities
~ - • - ~ ,-. ,'. j ; -' .- -,

:~ll.part~cipating·coun.tries·offeredto receive\s'ttitie-tiea.l' personnei

from other ·African .~~untries to .study their statistical organization or

to observe any particular project or for in-service training in any speoific

branch of statistics. The government of Tunisia, which was not represented

at the meeting in Cairo, has also since then expressed its willingness to

offer such facilities to nominees from other African countries.
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Aotion:

i)" Requestes for'the'finanoing'of suoh visits will be ~avourably oonsidered

by UN subj~ot to 'the aVailabili ty' of funds. Arrangements are being m,ade

, by Mr'. Mahajan to" enabl,e ~ senior Sudanese statist~oian and two field

offioer's'to Visi't OAR.and Ttini~ia 'to""sttidy statistioal organization in

-general and field '~rvey techniqu~s respectively.

i1) All statistical offices interested in availing themselves of the

facilities whioh the ,UN Technical ,Assistance programme may be able to

offer under this head are requested to submit informally their 'suggestions

to the Commission's Seoretariat as early as possible. Applioation'torms

will then be issued thrOUgh offioial channels.

III. Stu~y tours and visits on field survey teohniques.

As a result 'of the information pr6~ded by the oountries' represent~~ at

th;e: 'Cairo meeti~'g 'and funisia 'on"'--the field 'surveys whioh these c~,unt~,ie,~ were

planning to un:d~~ta.ke in 1961 and 't'aking note of thoir desire to exoha.l\ge,'
experienoe in this important field the ECA representatives' present '~:t' -:th~'
meeting indioated the poasibili ty of organizing two study tours during,.',the

latter half of 1961 under the Teohnical Assistanoe programme., .
f,'.; ~ - -.' - ., .,

A. .: .. Vis1 t' to Tunisia

The partioipants to the Second Conferenoe of Afrioan Statistioians

scheduled to take pla.ce in Tunis beginning" 26: June 1961 will be· i~v;i.ted by"
• '\ ,. , •.l..... , • '. - ~'I

tho Tunisian Statistioal Offioe to obaerve·"-i·h"e agricul tural survey and the

surVey"of trades' a.nd crafts~ This' t~ur will be or~ize'd'" 1mmedi~t'~IY' after

the oonfe'rence' and will last 'from four to 'six days, beii~~g around 1 ~r

8 :J:uly'~
,'i" ", '••

." .,
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Aotion:

i) ECA will. a~¥t negotiations '.wi th the, Government of Tunisia for the

organization of this visi t. .The government is' expected to provide

transport facilities and UN. will.offer a per diem to the participants.

i~), Offioial inntations .rcr t;b.is .s tudy tour. will then be issued to all

government invited.to.the Second Conference' of Statisticians.

B. Study :Dour in UAR, Horocco

A study tour~to oQserve,the,multi~purposesample survey to be conducted

on a national scale in Moroqc~·an~ the,prop~sed' agricultural census'and such:

other field surveys as mig1 be in operation' in the UAR at that time Will 'be~~

arranged Ln Octcber--Ncvembe r 1961 ....AII countries represented at the' Cairo .,:~;
'- ~ .

meeting and Tunisia showed keen interest in participating in such a tour.

The Moroccan survey will be mainly designed to provide statistical data

valid at national level for 6 or 8 economic regions on:

population struc~re ,by ,age;

natUral pOPulati:~~:'-~;~~~ent6- mortali ty and ,fertility by a.ge;

unemployrne~t an~ empioyment in towns;
, ", r I •• " ' ,- -, : ~ -

employment and under-employment in rural areas;

agrarian structures, production, numbers of livestock, farm implements,

intermediate consumption figures for farm holdings. ,',.

The general survey, which is due to begin in October 1961, will be

preceded 'by a pilot survey. lasting from May to July, 1961.

Action: ' , .'
• <; '~' h

The Statistics Departments of IIorocco and the UAR are requested to ':,:',:

furnish the: C~'~ission'~ Secretariat, with particulars of the f~eld
surveys in question, including their timing, obj ~ctives, scope, sample J'..

, ; ,'~' ,

designs and'field organization.

+
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ii) ECA Secretariat will start negotiationa wi th the two host governmeri·t:~,i.~:.:-.J--.\

which are expected to provide transport facili ties. tnT will pay travel'"

coats and sUbsistence of 8 participants.

iii) All interested co.untJ;ies will be off~ci-ally inn ted in due time' to submi t

nominations f~r particip~tion in this study tour as s~on as t~e:necessar:~

arrangements have' been completed with the two host ~ve,rnme.nts.

IV. Census Data Processing Centre in Cairo

The UAR representatives reported that their Government ha~ upder~aken an
. .

ambitious programme for the prooessing of popUlation census ~~a. The IBM
• 1".. • • ,

maohines installed for this operation included six 101 statistical maohines.. . ' ',"4: . ,- 4.. " . ~ I .

The UAR Government, it was etate.d, would ,welcome any obsez-vez-e..to stl:l.dy th~

processing operation~.

Aotion:
. ~ :.

i) A member of the ECA ·statistical staff will shortly visit UAR to: discus-s

this project further wi th the Department of Sta·:fiistics .and C:enau.a.

ArrangeIflents -po be made to. vis,it· the mechandoe.I installation in·,·Gairo

and faoili ties available will be ,cq~.un~ca.ted to the interested oountries

some time in April-I\4ay~ .19.61.

- ' .:: -".. \ ~ I

V. Second Conferenoe of African Statisticians. '

The Second Conference of African Statisticians is scheduled to take

plaoe in Tunis on 26th June 1961. ,It was suggested at the November meeting. . .
that problems relating to the statuE of statistical personnel in African

countria s should be put on the agenda for the Conference. Furthermore, tHe:··
Seoretariat.was,-.f.e.quested to circulate all important documents for;l-tbe

Conference it poasd bl,e three months before the meeting' to enable -,tha,;,.': ~ .

coun't.rd.e s . to s~u~ the.m carefully ·and prepare .,briefs 'for the.ir: r~spac,tive"

delegations on each subject. . '.'
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Aotion:

i) Status of statistical personnel has been included in the provisional

agenda for the Conference.

ii) The Secretariat will try its utmost to circulate all important doouments

for the Conference by the first week of April.

iii) All countries which are preparing long-term statistioal programmes are

requested to submit the same to the Secretar~t by the end of Maroh to

enable the Secretariat to process and circulate these to the other

oountries.

VI. Statistical Newsletter

The participants welcomed the publication of the Statistioal Newsletter

by the Seoretariat and suggested that it should be issued at frequent

intervals.

Action:

i) It is pro'posed to issue the Newsletter on a quarterly ~asis during 1961.

i1) Heads of Statistical Offices are requested to communicate to the

Secretariat a list of names and addresses who should receive the

Newsletter regularly in their respective countries indioating the number

of copies required against each address.

iii) News of all important statistical aotivities in eaOh country should be

regularly reported to the Secretariat.

. . . . .




