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et L i U o SINTRODUCTION. - R I NI T SN
1. The Sixth Summit Meeting of Heads of State and Governnent~of~the Genference
of East and Central African States, held: 1n Khai't oum from 26 to .28 January 1970, .
adopted & réconfnendation concerning’ i transit’ conditions 'in: Central and-Eastern..:
Africa, This recommendation envisaged the posasibility::of - adapring the United
Nations: FIR; Convention to the special.:conditions -obtaining in the two subregions
after a thorough:examination..of tran,lt trafflc in Central and ‘Eestern Africas
The study was, if possible, to be entrusted to experts from such countries as had
had experlence 1n re501V1ng tran51t,ppob1empo-u L T R

. PIRETTIA S £LF SR S L v
2a In following up this recommendation the ECA secretarlat called on the
services of a Swiss expert specializing in customs problenms, : He.wag':sked:to.draft:
a preliminary report on transit trafflc 1n the two subreglonso R
3. , In his ‘report (UP/ECAS/ECOP/13/Add l), nhlch was 1ssued in May 1971 he
identified’ some of the transit problens LA* Central ald -Eastern-Africa and set out
a programme of work calling for a more* thorough 1nvestigat10n of ways ~of -
improving existing transit conditions. e -

4o The programme of work is divided into’three partss -

(a) Forwarding channels and.volume of traffic;. -

_(b) Custons procedures and oractlces-

RV S et T T L

(C) Meet:mg of custons ei rtso

5+ - It is this last :part.-of .the programme which was, the subJect of *he Meet1ng i
of Customs :Experts from Central:-and . Easternhﬁfrlca,,mhlch d;d not 1nclude only
customs‘experts since..experts. in.transport .and external trade were a95001ated

wlth the Pbetlngo e L T e
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II., ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

6. The heetmngJof Customs Experts from the member countrles of the Conference of
Eastfand CefitealiAfrican States was held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 17 September
1976 to consider the report of the mission of experts on tran51t traffic conditions
in the two subregions, ="

s The Meeting was opened by M, Adebayo Adedeji, Executive Secretary of the Unlted
Nations Economic Commission for Africa., In his ooen1ng'statemént hehExécutive .
Secretary of ECA, after welcoming the delegations, reviewed the salient points of the
report of the experts, and gave his best wishes for all success in the work of the
Meeting,

-Jl-_f oy o s ,..'_.) ;'_.‘.‘.,; :.;.“{.

at

8, The meeting was attended'by'the fof&oulﬁg.countries'of.fhe ‘Central and Eastern
subregions: Burundi;- Equatorial Ghinea,: EthiopiayCabon,:Kenyas: Malawi, Rwanda,
the United Republic of Cameroon, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire and Zambia,

9, Observers uwere also present fhghithe:United, Nations Development Programme, the
Organization of African Unity and the East African Community.
B. | Electlon of Offlcers .

e - IR AL A T Y Sl I EATRNRES T

-‘The Meetlng elected thexfcllowlng offlcers-;h
'Chalrman i

LR

- Rapporteur

Th' Norbert Tchangoum, bﬁarﬁ@A*Lgtudegu;n.the Lhrectlon:;t
des Douanes of the Unlted Republlc of Cameroon

Ny i NSRRI

Cs ‘*Adoptlon oﬂ.the Agenda

ik
e

11, The l‘*ieetlng adopted the follow1ng ager'da-

e ATOE ey ol bk oaeer e \-f.I R ":'t"""-'-'

?hla-'Consuderat1onrnf—thc study1of tran51t trafflc condltlons in, Central and
Eastern - Af Bica {19/ BCAS/ECOR/LZ, 1pdd,2) .. G e C o

2s Other matters e SR T s e

3, Adoption of the report of the: Meeting ..'..: . .

IIT. DISCUSSION OF THE "AGENDA ITEMS ~++ i v viees

.'-\
i

Consideration of the study of transit trafflc condltlons in Central and Eastern
Africa (agenda item 1) ST e T I R

12, After dOCunent TIP/ECY\o/ECOP/lj}/Add‘Zq -entitled “Reoort “on a-mission of éxperts.
on tran51t trafflc condltlons in Cenffal ‘and {Eastern Afr1ca" ‘had- been “introdiced by
the secretarlat, all the* delegatlons present §tthe ! Pbetxng ‘congfriulated ithe: ¥
secretariat on the work accomplished in co—operation with the Swiss'‘éxpertsy SiThey
also thanked the Government of the Swiss Confederation for the financial assistance
it had generously provided to the ECA secretariat to enable it to carry out the
study,

P e
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13, The:delegations present ‘unanimously, agreed that the discussion would focus

on the draft conventions and ‘recommendations ' annékxed’ to thé report, “The Meetlng
first turned to the draft customs convention on transit trade and the internatiohil’
road transport of merchandise among the Governments of the countries of Eastern

and Central Africa, contained in annex+<I-of- the<report,

- L

14. The oreamblo was approved 1n the forn 1n whlch 1t had been prooosed

Iﬁih"ﬁrtioiéé I'and'z were approvedq"hrtiole’3 was'épproved'after'a "discussion,
Articles 4-6 were approved, o '

16. Artlcle f7" .-alé."'}'é,ﬁné,r‘,idea}'isy “the’ repladement of “subparagraph (j)'By the following

"(j) The term “"approved customs transitor" shall mean any person authorized
to effect customs operations; -

- i"(k)’ The:term: "approved carrier”-shall mean..any -person responsible for the
~tan b conveyamteef i goods under- the;terms of , this. Cenventionor:his ‘agent,"

17, Articles 8-21 were approved, Articles 22 and 23 were anproved after a

discussibni Artlcﬂe‘ZA)was'approvedc R RPUPTEL R TS R :

Crml b P o iyt
et b F L X F T O T ety -J-.',," G g

18, In article 25, the words “customs authorltles vere replaced Bv-hcomnetent
authorities.”

b LT ey A T . . . : i

1947 Articles.-20.-and--27 were. ‘approved,
i P 3 ) . T . . : ' .o o

20. Article 28 was amended as follous: "“The Contracting Parties =hall vommunicate

to one: another facsimiles of,the seals, staqps and . date stamps they usee' o ey

ol

P l_“_:-_;-_.; B |1 . b ERYS P

21, Artlcles 29 and 30 were approved. Artlcle 31 was approved after a long

discussion and the substitution of "carrier" ‘for "offender" in the .first line,

Articles 32 and 33 were aporoved

22. After several statements and exchan z2s of vieuws, the vembers of the Meeting"
requestéd the:secretariat to reformulate Avticle 34 1n accordance with the wishes
of the delegations. It was in that way that former Article 34 gave rise to three
new Articles, vhich read as followus:

soonl A:;.ui.chf.u'u..,a Artlele 34

"l, The States nembers of the Conference of East and Central Afrlcan States
may become Contracting Parties. to this Convention by:
"(a) Signing it; ‘ ' o

R

"(b) Ratlfylng 1t in accordance with their constltutlonal prov151ons- or

"(c) Adherlng to lto_

"2, The Convention shall be open ‘for signature from sscencoo O .......,oo,o
inclusive, After that date it will be open for adhesions. .

"3, Ratification or adhesion shall be effected by depositing an instrument with
the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa,"
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(The delegatlons Dostponed the flxlng of the date brov1ded for in Artlcle 34, lﬁﬁwf

paragraph 2)0, T e e
T tirtiele gy o Bh , R

"1lo This.Convention shall. enter into force on the nlnetleth day following
the date on ihich five nf the countries refefred to'in Article’ 34,“"
p:-paragraph 1 have 51gned 1t or dep051ted thelr‘lnstrunents of ratlflcatlon
“or adhesiong TR B

LI

N SRR e T I R

“aii@ey , This; Convention shall enter, into forge in respect of each Contracting

Pariy on ‘the nlnegleth day after thé"date on which if deposits’ qte _;::1

instirumnent of ratification or adhesion,
'-:.::-”"‘! : o -:,".".. : tiae oL ve e .o v g e e LI R . : v

Va0 D

. Any Coutractirig ‘Paitty may:denouncé. this.Convention by’ sending ‘a notifica-
<IN i o £6° the' EXcdéutive ‘Secretary bf +the.United Nations Economic-Commission
for Afrlca,

v - .~. -'i" Lo AT ) . ';'_:' . '. Dot . L s ,J_- N ‘».~$..\_

"2, A derunciation of this Convention bhall take effect‘f fteeh months ;;1

following the date on whlch the Executlve Secretary recelves notlflcatlon
LA T iely Y r . . -
y ‘Of.-..-l-to‘- e Fene o PRI L PP FOER w . i‘ PR TRCP " P

"3, Tha validity of TIR carnets issued prior to the date oi. which a2
denunciation takes effect shall not be‘affectedwby-theudenuncidtion;:and‘
the bcmd shall not lose 1‘Ls effectlvenesu

_h-- AR . ey * ‘-

Ow1ng to the retordlng of old Artlcle 3&, ‘which was spllt up 1nto three Artlcles,.f
the number of Lhe ubsequent Artlcles of the Conventlon is accordlngly modlfled.

- e e . f “-.-

23. A.tl-lo 3? and- 38 (fo:ner1y 35 and 36) ‘were' aoprovedo e

2h, The closing sectlon was amended to read as follows:

- ey . . . N ST ‘. R e trga T . . AT B
. f (R N T - o 5 T ho FE ROy A PR EAF RN " B

M w1tnes:'ubcrco ,‘fn*—w"d9-=1gnﬁd' taing.dnly avthorized thereto, have-.. .

CTgdgned this Convention,™ - = - . cady e : ' . Lty
P e T

"Done at secessnscesscscecacsoconncocaONancoespoocoeonnaonncsoeannacecsceoas

of the year onc thousand nine hundred.: nd‘noooooonoooro.loln the English

and French laﬁguages, Lhe +uo texts belng equally au‘chentlco

"Buru.dl . 7""‘h%5 . TP-w?Ruanda :'zr,_ e
Central African Repuhl*c Somalia
Chad Sudan '
COI’LgO e - T Dt U S Uganda -
Equatorial Guinea UInited Renubllc of C:—m‘leroon,’_._,i
Ethiopia United Reoubllc of “Tanzania
. -Gaben N Gt e a-. . Lalre " - .
Kenya :;?Séi;“ L hf:  5:ﬂ;}_:¢anb1a e o .
Malawi. o . T ' T
R » . I . .
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25. Appendices I—IX to Annex I were annroved
L RO P .

Rt At BRI Tait
26°_ﬁThe bbetlng turned‘next to therdraft customs conventlon on the lnternat:onal

cee . vt L am . '
e . D ok el .
[ __,| . [ AN

27 The Experts r“ouested the secretarlat to repeat 1n a preamble the same,f S

prov151ons as those conta:mea in the nreaubie to the Draft TIR (CEA) Conventlon.
P R -".: ?[

28u 'In artlcle -1y oaragraph (a) was amended by replaclng entry and exlt dut:l.es

and taxes”; by "1mport and: export. dutles.and taxes.: In addxtlon, a new paragraph

(g) was added, .reading: as .fol,.lo!&ﬁ.-_.__ slion Cholmune - e Enme 1D omineer

.
L

' organlzatlonlengaged pr1mar11y in goods transnort bx road rallway or .;'
st internal. vaterway,. L e et . .

Llin R InLun o0 -

29. In article 2 the words "These regulatlons yere'replaced-by "Thls Convent_ﬁn .
and "They" in the second sentence by "It", et

!‘_ .
S AT TwEyo

30. Artlcle 3 vas. approved.df~

L."-: Ve

31, Im- ar+1c1e 4, the uords "entry or. exlt dutles.and taxes" an“paragraph l(w
weresreplaced by i'import: or iexport. dutles and taxese” ;. s ’

32, In Article 5, the word "associations” in parag‘rap'h"']'. and in the first'Tline '~
of paragraph 2 was replaced by "guarantor associations". .. - .00 L -
- 33, iIn. Article: 64 - paragraph .l was amended .by. replac;ng "entry or.exit dutles and
“taxes" by "import -and- export dutles -and taxes bt .. -

T, e i . . . st e e e
LR L S i R

3he Artlcles 7L24 uere approved

5. Artlcle 25 vas amended to read as follous-, “The Contractlng Partles shall

conmunlcate té one another facsimiles of the seals, stamps and.date. ﬁtamp_ they use

ey rr H : R s . .
Ry L ’ T O T et 1L

36, Artwcles 26—30 were: approved S 1w?J:,

P

PRSP, - .
: wE R

L : :é - . ; ’ .
37. The : Meetlng unanlmously dec1ded to replace Artlcles 31—33 by the prov151ons ;:
of Artlcles 34-36 from the TIR Conventlon. -’

38,-'Artiole 3# was . amended to read as follows. L;:lz e . :_ ;iﬁizari'T.;“

fi"Dlsputesrlnvolv1ng two or more Contractlng Partles resultlng fron the 3“
interpretation or application of this Conventlon shall, in so far as 1s
poss1ble, be settled by arbltratlon.

e R Do neTy . Lo yoan e L

3% ”Artlcles 35 and 36 were. approved o

AOO » Aricle:37 was amended; to read as follows: . ['The. protocol of. signature to
this .Convention  shall have the.same, effect as the Conwentlon 1tself and ehall be g
conSldered to- be:an . 1ntegra1rpart of 1t.”:5 : Lo

'.II " T e . e Taor] . v . LIRS . .. . . . -
B . L : P T T I . R X T T
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41, Article 38 and Appendices l-4 were approved, o .

42,, The customs experts spent a long time studying the draft outline of custoés
procedures in' fred ports™@nd fiee’ zones (AnneX III to”thé experts' report). They
noted with interest thé Ppotential benefit f£&r Yand-locked:States of-the existence
in the ports and’ Airports in’the two subregions ‘of frée ports: of -zones for the: ..~
storing of importcd goods pending forwarding to their final destination and

export products’ pending embarkation,
B Pk LA O S S A

43. , As_a result the experts recommended that the competent authorities of the

co;gtqlrngtéé:pfftﬁé’fﬁ@.sﬁbfégiohé’éhould-sfudy”tﬁefpoésibilify'ahd‘desirabflityj
of ‘Bét¥ing ‘'up Free pérts’ or zZones within their ports and airports to facilitate!
the transit of goods imported or exported by the land-locked countries, o

L4, After examining the recommendations appearing “in Annéx: IV of the report, "

the Méeting ‘adopted recommandation A, - Concérning’recommendation B, after-a.long
discussion the represertitive of Zambia, supported by the representative of:
Burundi, proposed that the studies on guarantees referred to in the recomnendation
should be entrusted to the secretariat, on the understanding that the studies would
relate to the TIR and’ TIA"draft conventions, -’ S e : ; o
L5. A representative of the secretariat said that the time available until the
next conference was not sufficient to allow it to complete .the studies, He " .
endorged the statement of the representatives of Kenya and the United Republic

of Tanzania who felt that édhnffiés’fhéhéélveéfbhéﬁld:éoﬁsidEr the prohlem.and ,:
reflect on it so as to provide guidance’to the ‘secrétariit doncerning the guarantee
method ,they wished to be studied,

e et . A 4 a

L6, Recommendations C and D were “adopted,

h?:ﬁ;Afféflcoﬁﬁletfﬁgffﬁéiﬁ consideration of the annexes to the experts'irepert, ..
the participants were invited to select oné of--the!two draft. conventions “{TIR"arTIA)
for submission to the Heads of State at their next meeting.
. ' . v, P TR
48. After a lengthy discussion, two views energed, One group of countries,
inclidihg those of-thé Eastérn African’ subregion ‘and the ‘United Republiciof .. .77
Canieroon, ‘favoured.the .TIR Cohizrticn; which, they felt, met the requirements.put.-
forward by the Heads of State and offered maximum security for the goods transported.
The other group, comprising some members of the Central African subrégion,” “ 2
suppqg?ggqthe TIA Convention 9n‘the grounds that it would be easier to apply in
the ‘¢ountriés concerned; and that@it was applicable to all modes of :transport: . -
49, The representative of Equatorial Guinea drev attention to the need to fulfil
the assignment defined by the Heads of State and: commended the experts on the. work
they had done, but he wondered whether some of the provisions in one of the
s ‘could not be added to' the' other-in a Way which would "satisfy-all. the

delegations, T '

conventions
e - R i

50. A representative of the secretariat replied fﬁét.;‘ﬁerger of the two conventions
was technically impossible, It was necessary to choose ‘one draft or the -other, .::

51, . In Viel ‘of ‘thé déadlock and in order to dvoid avote,.the representative of ..:
BuFundi proposed “that- the participants should compromise by deferring:a choice ..i.+
between the two draft conventions until the  next:meeting of .experts; which would.
be held in Bujumbura, That would make it possible for each Government t~ give



E/CH, A/IT/ECAS/Z

5\
U "‘ L q
thought_to_the drafts and to hold consultatlons Jwith the other Governnents
conc rned; while Governnents not represented at the cur"ent*neet"" xémine

.the report with énough’ timé o think about thé mitter and” opt for ona or “fhe “other™

d [, S
[ SR B L
LR R L T

of the draft conventicns,

\
ke
e

- I
L [ .'.'. ." ‘n_x o
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52, The proposal was accented by all the deleggtlons present ag a solgtlgn

a7
satlsfactory to overjbcdyn vt

R A P

. !
T

53°?Tihe rcpfesentat1ve of Burund1 then announced that the mcetlng 1n BuJumbqra
scheduled for November 1976 Yot 1d probab]y‘b_ ”oétnoned untll early in 1977.‘ The
reason for ibe postponement was that the séctcral committess’of ¥he~Conférénte-
had expressed a desire to meet before the Heads of State, The countries were
discussing the question of the dates ofthermeeting with the Government of the Congo.

Other matters (agenda item 2)

54, The Meeting ununimously adopted the following two resolutions.

Resolution i, Meetings of customs experts under ECA auspices

The Meeting of Customs Experts from Central and Eastern Africa on
Transit Trade, held in Addis Ababa fron 13 to 17 September 197 6

Censidering that all the member ccuntries of the Central and Eastern African
subregions are affected by the problems raised in the experts’ report, namely,
training and =dministrative co-~operation,

Censidering that many changes are a® present occurring in the field of
custeme techniques and international trade at the international level, for example
within the United Notions Conference cn Trade and Development and the Customs
Co~operation Ceuncil,

Propos ses that meetings of customs experts should be organized nore frequently
to enable the countries of the two subregicns of Central and Eastern Africa to
harmorize their pesiticns before cach meeting both at the regional and at the
international level, o as to avoid divergences of view frecuently noted at such
forums,

Resolution 2. Fuller participation in meetings of experts in general, and in
meetings of customs experts in narticular

The Meeting of Customs Expertz from Central and Eastern Africa on Transit
Trads, held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 17 September 1970

Considering that many member courfries of the Central and Eastern African
subregions were not represented at the Meeting,

Cengidering that certain countries represented in Ethiopia attended only
the opening session,

Ceonsidering that this attitude was very prejudicial to the final decisions of
the Meetings; particularly as regards the choice between the two draft conventions,
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Exnresses its, regret in that rega.rd and the hone that ' nember countr1es Wl& o
send representatlves to partlcloate in the work of futurc neetlngse Tt 47

I P . [ TP ;

Adoption of the report (agenda item 3)

f ]

556 'I'he::lr'aftﬁrenort was adopted, . N \ °
P v - ceLL L oL !

[ ]

56, rAf‘l:el:' congratulatlng the delegations which had actively part1c1pated in the _._
.work ‘of the Meet:.ng, ')artlcularly those wh:Lch d1d not mclude any customs experts

the’ Cha:.rman declared the Meetlng closed .,
. oo
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