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I. INTRODUCTION

The adrui s s l or; to nenbersh.ip of ;UNESCD of a number of African States

during the eleventh session of the General Conference has contributed to an

acute awareness of the needs of Africa in the fields of Education, Science and

Culture. The General Conference accordingly gave special priority to African

educational proble~s and adopted an important new proGramme for Africa.

The najor needs of lU'rica in education had already been outlined during a

~eet~ng of Ministers and Directors of Education of African countries organized

by UNESCO at Addis Ababa in February 1960. On the basis of this assessment of

needs , the General Conference invited Menber States and Associate ;'lembers lito

devoto as ouch as possible of their national resources to the devclopnent of

ec',ucation at &11 levels" and adopted a programrJe of internat:.onal aid and

co-operation of considerable scope.

In adopt inc RGsolution 11 C/l.2322, the Go~eral ConfereLce of UNESCO placed

en reco::'d "its conviction thut the Clost urgent and vital need in Africo. today is

education, and that, in neeting this need, planned and balanced educational

:}·3velopLient must be both a part of the econon.; c and social p Lans of the region

and an 8ssential el.enerrc in fulfilnent of the riGht to educatior. embod i ed in

the Universal Declaration of Human :\ights".

II. UNESCO's PROGRAHHE

UliESCO's activities in Africa for the period 1961-1962 will de:'i:ve fron

fOGr different sources :

(1) Unesco I s Regular Progro.rne: (2) Unesco's E):lergency Programr:le for

Africa. This prograrme is based en 'Voluntary contributions f'r-om Monber States

which will bc devoted to :
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8,) the f3onstruction of school buildi~gs ;

b) the prod uction of l.'a nuaL; c:11'J t.ox'bbcolco

c) the recrui tr'lGnt of teachers ;

.j) s urveys of od uca tioral needs ..

ThG expoc tcd tar2'3t for such contributions is of the order of ~;2,250,OOO

of which ~; 1,100,000 has &lr3udy been pledged.

In a:Jdi tion, & caripaLgn to cr-ea tIS .300 fellowshipD to trD in :lnivcr-s ; t.y staff

far ll.frics.n countriss \·.d.ll bs org:..nized \,ri th th'3 ac t i.ve particiDat:'or, of Ms:aber

States.

(3) The United Nations Expandsd Prograrrlli.0 of Technical Assistance;

(4) the Special Fund Thic source vi l.L 'Jl&y J.11 ir:creasin~ly inportant role

in UNESCO IS progranme i.n Africa in vi cu of the: rccer;t decision of the

G:Jv€rning Counc i l of the Spec l.e L Fund to finance projects of gl.~n-:?r,J.l secondary

education, un:J.G!' certain conditions.

The SUI1 total of thp3C four sources ....Till reach
(1)

1)11,5U,'359, vi s,

1) u~mscoI S Regular Pr-ogr-anne

2) UNESCO! s E'lergency ProgTB.:nr,lC

3) Expanded Progr-anms of Technical Ass i s tr.nc e

4) ApprovGd Speci21 Fund projects

$2,500,000

,./ C1" ""9u+'t.+., ) <,>»

~;2,782,500

.$11,544,859

(1) This total does not include the 2.SSiStUllC8 gi,ver. to the CO!I,;~

(Leopoldv~llG) \.n thin the frameworlc of ONUC.
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III. UNESCO's ACTIVITI~_I~~FRJC.l (1961-1962):

The Generu1 Cn::l'::'srGnrJc aecideJ "t.o convene 6.. Confsrence of Af::-ican

St3.tes in 1961 l,Jitl: n V~31,{ to 2stn.bJ ish:i.ng an Lrrvent.or'y of educat i onal nseds

and G. progranf.le to neet thoss lleGCS Ln the comi.ng years, and to invite the

United Nation3, thG otb~,r cpeci2..1iz0d agencies and thG If..Eb. to co-operatE- with

,

~;NESCO in t.h,:; -prspal'aticn and 'Jrg:lni.~1.ition of this conf'ersnce ", Following

cons 11~t" t ioris be:we c; " the Secre-!;"riats of UNESCO, tit" United Nations, tlbh'

other specialized a6el~iss and Ia~~, it is i~ten~ed to convene this conference

b ;,ddb Aba;~a 1.U 1,8 ;" Hay 1%1, L'''"Or tlos joint ausp.ices cf UNESCO and the

3eti-Tcen th~0,S 'J..n(~ ;'51Y ~urVGYs "jill be ~J.nuerth\::en at the r-cquss t of

a na deto.ilsd ~laD3 3'1.0 G2ti:-;1&:,es for tlls dcvG:iopr,lent of thsir oduca t.i.ona L oys tens

cvex: a psriod of Jea::'~A! incluc.ir:g sLa Listical data anri a high-level nanpover'

S ur-vey ,

UiESCO will as,s;"t "r"b tie",ber States 1e1 the establisMGnt and operat.Lon

of a C€r~t:'G "'.11:036 ne j or- object:t'\:',::s 8.r0 thE in-service training of s orri or-

Educational :'~d!1i',:istrot:)rs~ cspecL:ll:r in the ar-ea of educn t ional plarming,

educational pli-=-L.'1ning and c:d::1inistr:1tion, The Centre will also s snd nissions

to a,:;si3t Nenbsr Statss ir: cr8fting their p~ans for fnrther developnont.

J.~ tee.n of 5 ht2~-1;':701 cdUCQ tiOllal adr,inistrators in the fields of

cducat.Lonc.L planning ar-d I'Lrrmco , Rto. tistics, cvnLua tion, cur-rrcul.a and nodorn
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ne t.hoda of adi.ri.n.i.a'cr-otd.on ",d.ll ~::pend 6 rion t.hs Lr; 2acb of 3 African count.rLe s ,

The tear.~ v.,'ill z-cvi cv the :,:,d!"1::"nistriltion of educat.ion Ln t.hcs o countries, and

nc ke each review tJE 0ppnrttcni ty to hoi" pr'act.LcaL courses of 3 ncnths each

for a dmLnis t r a t cr-s - nd nuperViS81'S fro!': the host arid ::1cighbourillC countz-Lcs ,

_~ BIr6,~U f)f 2duC'3tionz-:.l RS2GQ::'ch J.nd InfGrr.>~tion 'Ifill he established in

Tropical ll.f:::'ic::l to collect r.nd 801J..:ltl.? e.duca t i onaL stC:Ltistics, promote and co-

or'di na to r2G8D.rch s t.ud i.e a in cd lien ti0~8.1 probleos, r-rc)',:ridc ~lo:::u!2GntEl.tion,

establish Ginil3.r institutions 8.t thE: natioYlEl l;;vsl.

to ths choic8 of ths lcnguQgo of inctructioD. T~3se will oe followed by studies

on thG pr-cbl.cnc O'~' orthogr<~:.p~:.l: voc~bulary u.~",.--, at.r-uc tur-o ..3.nc on thG difficulties

of pD.ssing fTOr.: OnE:: lan;uagc to al1CJthsr.

1.. preli.r:"~inar~/· l:1Ur'"il8:"T Hill be made of Gxi.sting facilit:es for the

1oi;ill be est<1blishec i.--Jith :--Li~c;nci3s, or<:::~nizations anc ir,sti"tutions concerned in

this que s t i.on ,

Following this pY'3pL:.rator:{ 1-J')~"k, L rs;ion::l o~~ suc-regisTI81 Text Bool:

Bureau \-~ill be es tcbli shc.i to co Lr.cc t c.nd comrri a s l or. nanuoc r-Ipt,s ':'end

illustrations, to cva.Iu.rto ~:RtGriF-,-l :or :rrot(tY:/3 production, and to ondcavour to

ihis in turn wilJ. bs f'o Lloved by the establishoent, as a pilot project,

of Q suh-r-eg i one.L Textbool: Pr'oduc t i.on Ccntr~ "Ii t.h a DJ£tllt capabl.« of producing

2 J 500 copies a 0JJ.Y o f ~i, l.?O·~rJ<J.gc.: s~l1()ol-book.
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Offers of funds fro~: o. 1-I2nbGr Stat,.: f-9.ve alr~,Cl.dy been roceived to

SUF00rt q School Bui.Ldi.ng Project, '.-Ihicl:. <lins Qt cs tabl.i.shLn: an orEe"niz2_tior~

in tvIO s:'.::tges to rron.::Jtc tn'=. nos t cc ono-rl.cr.I. construction of' functionally

established first, "Jill prcpcr. casted s t..ndr.r'd Dbr.c bused upo-i modular

p"tterns in Q variety of 100Ql cmkrlc,ls. Nat.i.ona L Co:ostruction Units will

corrtr-ac t for and supcr-vi.sc the ,;::Tectlon of bUildings f'r or; cos ted designs

supp.lLed by the Ccntr"l Grcup, 30'0" skgcs e Lso h:ove a built-in training

L ".GEtLcg of dirGctor'i of hroadc"stinc~nd di r-ec t ors of educnt ion .d-ll

be held in 1961 to focmlats "lens for incr0:lsod educa.td.ona.L broadcasting

activities at th2 nat i.ona L 10VGl. In 1962 lJ:\TESCO Hill organiZE a regional

tr::'....ininc; c ours e in cducat.i.one.L br-onricr.s t pro-Iuc t.Lon , 1,.,rith c. a i mi.Lar- cour-se

forE:see::1 in 1963, so ('\,S to COV3r both Enzlish and French-upsajd.ng count.r-i e s ,

c. Prin~.r·r ~ducc. tion

c.as i s tnnoc vrl Ll. be provi?,'3c\ for thE> sstablishLEnt of two centres, one

in an EnGlisr.-spGaking and c<nG in :" Fr-;";1ch-spcakinG country, to b'2 opere..ted

on ~\ r'~CiC"ln',-l be s Ls , for the trc,ininE, O~ furth.::.r training, of tutori~'.l staf~

in tr2.L1inS :;ol~cf,ss for' prif'f'cry school tcuch2rs. These cerrtres "rill conduct

tr':\in prb:wy school oupervi.s er-s , UlJESCO Hill provide t.eacbi.ng stQff,

oqui.pnont., and fel:"01,Jsh:'ps for 10ce,1 stnff.

D. Scco~d[lry Education

sG:1in9.r Hill be r~eld in 1962 for t ho L.rQb Sta. tcs, dcalin(; with

problc'JS rGL ting to :;cnGral scconde:ry ed ucct.i.on Lnc Lud.i.ng 0 bj GC tives,

curr-Lcu.ln , textbooks, GXX'rinations ',nc; the training of secondar-y school teachers.
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UNESCO is acting as ths GXGcuting agency for the SpJcial F unc1 in

Q nunoer of projects for -eh: CostatEsru,10nt of traininc colleges for secondary

school staff. Of thGse ~rojects, a Federal College in lagos, NigGria, has

"lr61ldy rsceived the c,pprovc.l of the Governing Council of the Speciccl Fund,

and plans of operr.t.Lcnc have been subni tted for colloges in the SUdan, Ivory

Coast, Cr.meroun, and Congo (.3razzavillo) t this Las't a r:jgional project ca t6ring

also for Gabon, Chad,onL' t!y; Ce:1trC\l ldricar, Republic. Out Line proposals for

Slllilar collcges in th~ Northern, Eastern and Wnstern recions of Nigeria arc

now with the SDQci,al Fund , 1~~1 these projects involve the, p.,.~vision of

technical assistance in planning ~nd of stc,ff, equipnent, and fellowships, for

oper-a tion..

" senLnar' on tho adaptation of th'~ curricula of secondary schools to

the require~ents of Gcononic and social development and to African cultural

v2lues will be hsld i~ 1962, preceded by studies on research already in progross

in this field in Africa, and on the :'1ajer pz-obl.ens involved. The curricula of

pr-inar'y schools 'rill also be under consideration, since they nrc the foundation

of later prograr£Jes.

,. number- of ;\enber States have requested UNESCO I S assistance; in

supplying staff at tho secondary, gon6r~1 cnd technical level. UNESCO will

develop both'" rocruiting sor-vico to receive and j~stribute this f'or-: of

assistance fro'1 Monber States and alsc on OPEX-type operation in which recipient

States will c~kG c uirect contribution to salary at local rates, and also plan

and pay for the higher training of their o'm ~ationals.

E. Higher ;;c.ucation

;, regional cor.f'or-ance nf .ioads of LlSti tutions of higher education,

including technological institutes, ,nIl bo convonec1 in 1962. Tre CDnf6r6nce

will oxani.no the deve Lopnent, of African universities and the cont.r-ibutLon they
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are making to economic and social prosress. It \lill also be expected to

assess the DoSt urgent needs of the region for teachers, research workers,

nnd profession~l persorillel for econonic development, and make recoBrJendations

as to how these needs can be nEt.

In addition to fellowships to 'be awarded under the various progr-annes ,

a special canpal.gn is being organizod whereby Benber States ",ill be invited

to offer fellowships to accelerate tt~ training of African specialists in the

basic Qnd sociQl sciences, the hunanities and ~ass ccnmunication, for careers

in university teachins in these fields.

2. Natural and Social Sciences

A. Natural Sciences

The survey on naturel resources requested by the Economic Co~ission

for Africa, as well CiS the relevant bibliognphy, !>"ill be publi.shed , A

survey of t.hc existing scisntif'ic trainj'1.g nnd r-e s cc.r-ch institutes in Af'r-Lon

will be undertaken. UNESCO will pursue its studios or. the Arid Zones in co-

operation 1-1i th F"O arid will corrtdnu-, th.: FACJ-f,;1!O-UNESCO proj ect on agroclimatclogy,

which interests North0rn Africa. ThG bioclinntological and vegetation cmps for

the Hedi terranean area will be cor.pl.etert , 1. trctining c.ourse for laboratory

chemists (CQiro, DbC. 1960 - ~hrch 1961), 2 region2: course on ~trine Sciences

(Casablanca Novenber 1961) ~nd a course on the tochniques of prospection of

ground waters in the Arid Zones (TULis, October 1961) will be organized. In

1961-1962, L~SCO will orgaLiz8 2 rGgion21 course for thG training of young

geologists (1961) and e seminar on the teaching of basic sciences in

Universities. Finally an enquiry will be Dade as to the advisability cf

establishing a Regional SciG~ce Co-operation Office for Tropical Africa.
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B. Sociul SCionces

Since Jarruar-y 1960, :l r:,criber of U!TESCO' s Social Sciences Department

hr.s boon detached to the Ecbnoen.c Coc1l:lission for "frica at "ddis c. baba ,

Another Social Science specialist resides in Cairo.

Pr-ogranae of Technical l,ssistance and UiTESCO's Proerc.nIJe of Par-t.Lcl pa tion

in th.,:; Qctiviti8S of aGl:bGr Ste.tcs, t: series of -?cl.1in~_rs nnd rris s i ons ,.;ill

be or-gcrri zod in the course of' 1961-1962. Experts in th~ field of

~duCD.tio~~cl stctistics will be sent to c nurlber of African States. Lecturers

in the Social Sciences ,rill be sGnt to sone of the African Universities and

-Cl nunbcr of f'e l l.ouships in t.hcse fieli:s will be accor-ded to s tudon t s f'r-on

thCSG institutes.

~.~ I"Gfr0Shor course for young ~nglish-spo:,.kir.g 1l.fri.c2n econoufs ts ,

siLdlar to the: one organized i:o Raba t in Dccr.r-ber 1960 for those of French

expression, will be held, with the help of the International Economic

l.ssociation, in the SUN18r of 1961, ?robably in Kanpa.La (Uganda).

consultation with the United Nations, UNESCO will study tho problons of tho

trclining of por-sonne.l - esp0ci:>.lly of cl:L,U1"-gL_-~2 ufFicials with f_drly

both in the, public a~lci)ri'lc-tc soctors , bOG-' ing on cconoruc "_Hc1 soc i.o.L

deve Lopnerrt , A cGoting will bo held on ths sUbjGct in 1962. Under Ul'.'ESCO

sponsorshtp and in co-opor:.-tion with tho Ecoriorri c C0ueJissior. for Arric", t'le

Inkrmtional Econonic J.ss:>ci"tion will crpccnizs in LfricQ, in 1961, a round-

table conference on cconcuc progress. UnESCO will t.c.kc ]:>'lrt in tho Uni tad

ND.tions conccr-tod prograr:1l"'18 on urb~cn:i..7,:ltion i::1 .ilo.frica, by neans of scientific
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s tuddcs and by supplying exper-ts for the Horkshop on urbanization which will

take p.Iace in li.d6is L.bc.ba ear-Ly in 1962 ..

3. Educ[ltioml [lnd Gill tural Servicos for the Community

h.. &Jucational SGrvtces

A workshop of specialists in thG procQction ~f reading naterials for

new literates Hill be held in 1962, after suiLable studies have boen Dllde in

1961. The workshop Hill Dring togstllbr authors , trr.nsLators , sditors,

illustrC\ tors and publishers to discuss the relevant prob'lr.ns , A course

for 1saders of out-of-school activities for \{On"n, to be hold in 1962,

\<liE :olloH up thE: work of the ::cetins of Exports in Dahoney (1960), cornjn r'Lng

oxperimcnt.s a Lroady ne.de and th" rssQlts obtClinod, particul2.r:y i" the field

of civic educo.tion for wo~en.

The Regional Centro for Educetion for COML.unity developncnt in the

Lrab States U,SF:8C), ::1 t Sirs -d-Lccyy:cn in Egypt (United Arab Republ.i c },

serves five Afric::1n c ourrtr-Les (Sud::1n, United Jirab Republic) Libya, Tunisia and

Morocco) undor UNESCO's progr"Hc'G for ths /.rc.1o 8k tee.

A regional neating of experts nenling with the probled of providing

technical assistance to undGr-devGlepod cO'lntries for the develepnent of thoir- . r ," .

infDr~~tion DEdia will be org~nizGd in ~Jdis ~b~bQ in 1962. Follo~dng this

GGeting, a report on Africa vill be sUbnitted to the Econonic and Social Council.

In the field of j:lUrl'l1llisn) UW-",CO is nrcc,nizing, under the Expanded

ProgrC'_n;.-:..,~ of Technic8.1 hssist2.ncs, .. 1~-~.1onth trc:.ining course for j ourr.al i s ts

uf French-speakinr: stc'.tGS in l.fric,". Th6 ccurac , uhich started on 28 January

1961 at Dakar-, is hold in co-opcr"tiOlc vi.t.n the Govern'1ent of Senegal and the

University of Dako.r.
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F'in~~lly, under 'I'echni.ca.L A;:;si:jt2nCG countr-y progrsu'J.8s, a nunber

of expert oissi'Jns Cinel f'e l Lovshi.ps cere beinc provided to as sd s t in training

pr'of'es s Lonc Le in the fide of ths ;cress, filn, r"dio and television.

Cultural Services

UNESCO will encourage the forillltion and devGlopoent of study groups

at corkin African Universities end Institutes and will assist thcm in the

preparation and i',lplenent"tion of rcseurch progrJ8JeS a Inod "t spreadin[ a

better understandinG of tho different forns of ex;oression of African cultures

and their present trends.

In addition, a progra·1C.1e of pQrtici;Jltion in the cultural :wtivites of

newly Lnde oenden t ;·ienb'Jr States and Associate l1eilber states of Africa has

been initiated. 0:1 request, UliESCO "Jill provide assistance in 1961-1962 to

projects a i.med at> the nreservation study and presenktion of African o ul tur-es

in nIl their richness and variety, so ns to contribute to u widsr under3tnnding

o.nc better appreciation of the cu.i tui-c I heritq;c of uanktnd.

In consulta tion with the International Counc i.I of Huaeuna , UNESCO "rill

prepare nodeI rGgulft t i c.ns for the: Use of Afric,=tIl States so as to encourage

the es t.ablLsanent arid ds ve Lopr.errt of I'D- t.Loi.a.L r.usouns ded i cat~d to the

preservation of t.he i r cut t.ure I herita-,,:e.

UNESCO's proi!rcc':1'c,e a l.s o f'oz-es cos for 1<;61-1962 certain ir-lportant

e.ctivi tics in tbs field of the develon-,en t of library services in collQbora-

tion with Africc,n States, such as the es tabl i shnerrt of a regional training

centr" for librarians, the estQblishocnt ir. French-sDeaking vlest Africa of a

public J.ibrary pr')ject Si;lil,',r to t,.,· pilot ,Jrojsct which has been developed in

Nigeria, and the orgB.nizG.tion ~If a regional seninar on thE; developnent of

publ.ic Iibrr'7,rios in Africa

• • • • •




