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. REPORT,.ON ‘THE EXPLORATORY MEBTING .of
ON MAGHREBIN STATISTICS L

L I

’)....L

'An éxploratory meeting on Maghrebln Statistlcs was held
in Tangier from 27 through 30 Aprll 1964. The following
countries participated: Algeria, Morocco, ‘Tunisias Libya ™

had been invited but was unable to attend, The list of

delegates will be found in the annex. .

In his opening address, the Acting Director. of the Tangier
Sub-regional Office and Special Adviser to the Executive
Secretary, recalled the many bonds woven between: the
Maghrebln countries and the Economic Commission for Africa
since the latter had been established in 1958. He mentioned
the ‘part played by .the Statistical Training Centre in

Rabat in bringing tégether the African countries,.in general,

and the Maghrebin ones, in particular,

The Acting Director recalled that this meeting had been
decided during the sixth session of the Economic Commission
for Africa, in Addis Ababa in February 196%{ in order to
facilitate economic survéyé of the Maghreb as a whole. The
need to assemble comparative statistics: and to adopt a
common system of national accounting patterns in the Maghre-
bin countries had been brought to the forefront:

- by the many fieldsiinvolved in intra-Maghrebin
coordination (industry, tradej tiransport, training...);

- by the work programme. for 1964-65 assigned to the
Tangier Office by the sixth session of ‘the Economic

Commission: for Africa;:including d 20<§ear projection
B P R N T
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g FEesT wof population and product}on equ;pment in. thelMaghrebln
sed e V“Eeconomy. The role of this meetlnﬁﬁ and of thp work
' arising from it, will be to faC1litate sueh surveys 2
regarding the future of economic expan51on 'in the Maghreb, .

4, Welcoming thé  other delegatioﬁs( the Moroccan delegation also
expressed appreciatioh’ to the Sub-regional Office and its
Director, for organiz1ng thls meetlng which marked the begin-
ning of close. contlnual cooperatlon between Maghrebin countries

in the field of statlstlcs and naﬁibﬁd& accounts,
""1-"

5.3Jhe‘head of thegﬂoroccanrdelegation, Mr. - Ahmed: Bensouda,
was unanimously elected Chairman -of the meeting,

e

6. The meeting adopted the following agenda.'

L B) ‘Opening sPeech
_2) Election of the Chairman -
3) Adoptlon of the Agenda '

@) Stétements on organlzatlon of statlst1cs and‘
o natlonal accounts; - . . .o BT Tl e

IS

5walscussion ;of the present position, statlstlcal
.programmes, and problems of comparablllty in-
“different fields. '

a) Industry , .
b) Demography =~ ¢ "°“;‘“A < j"}uu-7
s T e) Agricultute A e

g
s

d) Consumptlon, incOme, wages and prlces,
‘domestic ‘trade: . - ... R B

‘fel;Forelgn;trademﬁ'
.£), Financial statistics
g) National accoumnts -

6) Pregentation forms:for statistical data ~ -

7) Programme of work and priorities -

;g) Cooperation on programmes :~-

i+b) Problems of nomenelature .

~-¢) . Ways and means (including possible

LT
United Nations assistance)
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8) Other business -

9) ‘Adoption of report

Statements on the orgenizatlon of statlstlcs and natlonal

accounts, - : , Ty P - e S

In Algeria, Statistics is one of’ four divisiohs in the General
Department of Planning in the Ministry of Natlonal Econdmy. '
The rble,; means and ptrospects of Algerian statistits are
described in detail ih "National Statistiés" (La stutistique
nationale, novembre 1964), This document was displayed and:
transmitted to participants., Noteworthy features of orgahiza-
tion are as followsi In the name-of the:. government, the. Divi-
sion of Statistics”dfganiZes and cdordinateb:hllcnatiohaln
stetistics; it exereises_é.monOPoly in statistics and ‘demo=~ :
graphic surveys. Thé Division of Stetiatics acts as secreta=.
riat for the C.O.C.O.E.S;;(Control Committee of Statistical . -
Surveys). This Compittee has broad powers: stamp of approval:
for surveys to be made by public, seml-publlc and prlvate
instltutlons, replles are compulsory, must be accurate and
returned w1tﬁin de51gnated time limits under pain of severe
penalties; acceéss to accounting records of all enterprlses;
its approval:necessary in order to obtain authorization from

Financial Control for survey expenses; planning of statistical

“development... Lacking resources, the Division has delegated

certain assignments at present (industrial, agricultural and
foreign trade. statistics). Furthermore, some statistical units:

have developed in different ministries or organizations.

National accounts is a’ prerogative of ' the Division of Synthe51s
and Coordination, working ih close collaboratlon with the

Division of Statistics.

In Tunisia, texts defining the terms of refereﬁce of the
Statistical Sérvice are already old. Since 1956 prov151on hasT
been made for~ secrecy in the fisld of statlstlcs and to 1mpose“

the oblxgatibn to reply but penaltles provided” for non—reply

w Tt
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have not been put to use as intervention by enumerators or

the head of the survey is usually sufficient. No :systematic

clearance of statistical surveys Was ever made.

. g o rben i A, e

10, The maIw charactertgéicﬂcf Tunisian Statlstlcs is its. ’

decentrallzatlon among different specialized services. Thus, Ras

under the authorlty of the Director: of, Coordination and
Plannlng (State Secretariat of Planpjing and Finances), the

f0110w1ng p1v1sicns 1nc1ude one; or. more: statistical-services:

- Finance andpProgranme.Pl&nn£n31‘Nht1ona1‘Account§‘SerV1Ce;'“‘

Economic. and Statistical Surveys Service;- Conjuncture’ =
Service;: Mpchanicals proécessing ahit; L ’

- Personnel:Training:: Service of:Demégraphic Statistlcs'”"

(including - employinent: statistiew)y - & FFE0 T
- Agriculture: Service of-AgPicultirdl’ Statléilcs.
-~ Trade:-Serwvice.of" FmreignJTradé'Statlstlcs, '

AT

- Industry: Serviceé:of-Industrial- Stailst1cs.

Liaison 'is malntalned tetween statlstlcs and plannlng 1n
IS S s M s RO R
”'éoordlnaglon belngtassured by the Dlrector of
sro sobers owFimdd 0Ly L

e oo

each sectof

CoordInation.

cro R R L R S Fo LT B LS is RS A

11. As a Reglonal Devequment Division is being formed; ‘the vk

Bk A

51oned to establlsh a report on the creat;on of reglonal of fides,

12, In Morocccg the Central ;Service of Statistics ‘established in ”iJ

1942 changed Little until 1957; Sinde -then, the Greation of
the Department:.of Economic Coordination and Planning has led
to the development of activities,, especially field surveysj’ ERuLAE
close coordlnatlon has been establlshpd between statistics and °©

national accounts at the same time. . P

13. A 1959 Dahlr prov1des for the -coordination of statistics,.
the obllgatlon to reply to surveys,ﬁand statistical secrecy.:
Every statistlcal survey, must be stamped with approval granted.

by the Central Service .of Statlst;cs._The Coordination

T64-19 . e



r—

E/CN.14/NA~STAT/1

Page 5
Committee for Statlstlcal Studies (COCOES) assoclates
professional organizations with its work. Actually, this
Committee not only adaptswthe ofchlal programme of ﬁtﬂtis-fﬂ_
tical surveys but broadly exceeds “the textual limits" of 1ts
competence (elaboratlon and adOptlon cf nOmenclatures,
1mprovement of current statlstlcs, statlstlcal development
programme...)..W1th1n COCOES sub~ committess have been ' i
established. for example,lln 1964 sub-commlttees charged o
with coordlnatlon of demographlc and health statlstlcs, R

1dent1flcat10n of enterprlses, cla551f1cat10n of occupations.

14, The Central Service of Stetlstlce-1s,compcsed.ofdﬁ;ve;me;n‘h,
sections. ’
—‘Demogrephlc and soc1a1 statlstlcs and StﬂdlES,. i
—'Economle statlstlcs and studles (forelgn trade; prlces,
\ flnances) ' _ -
--‘Industrlal statlstlcs and studles,_
:~fSurveys' _ '
; Mechan;cel proceesing‘unit.
At present, the survey section is oriented towards‘the esta-
bllshment ,of a permanent agricultural statlstlcal sy50em _ N
w1th a parallel 1ntroduct1on of reglonal offlcesq_The Tralnlng'i:
Centre for Junlor Statlstlclans is linked %o »he Central Ser-

vice of Statlstlcs.. '

15, Statlstlcal coordination should be facilitated in the future
by the antlclpated lending of Juntor statlst1c1ans to the

stat15t1ca1 units of varlous m1n1 trles or crganlzatlons.

16, Natlonal Accounts and Plannlng, like Statletlcs, is attached

to the "General Delegation for National Promotion and Planning".
It is comprised ef four sections which correspond to accounts
for .economic sectors: .

- Enterprlses (ex0101tat10n of annual economlc survey,

| 1ntersector1a1 table) N ‘ ,

-~ Foreign (balance of payments in cooperation w1th

~ Exchange Office);

T64-19
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- Households (1ncome and consumptlon studles) , )
N ‘ o L
- Admlnlstratlon.

Dlscgsszon of present p051t10nlfstatlstlcal PLOgrammesy
and comparablllty problems 1n various flelds.

a) Industrx

17. The deflnltlon of 1ndustry in the three countrles is based

I

on a crlterlon of numbe" of permanent wagewearners (5,A10

and 3 wage—earners resPectlvnly ln Algerla, Moroccc;mTunlsla)
However, in Morocco a motor force of 10 H.P. or more may also
determine the 1ndustr1al character of an establlshment The"
deflnltlon of handicrafis is still 0pen to dlscuselon

(artistic or mechanical’ handicrafts, service crafts). A

18. Establlshments are catalogued in the three councrles; In
Moreocco, the reglster is 11m1ted to 1ndustry (3 500 establlsh~
ments) Ir Algerla, 1ndustry and 1mportant commer01al estaﬂ
blishments are covered. In, Tunisia, 1ndustry, trade and ‘handi -
crafts are included (130, 000 establishments). In Tunlela,w

extending the index and keeping it up- -to-date have _been made

p0551ble by assoclatlng the Statlstlcal Serv1ce w1th elabo-

L]

19._In all three countrles, a number of surveys are conducted by
the Statlstlcal Serv1ces alone or, when 1nd1v1dua1 data are ‘

collected for an administrative pvrpose, by the serv1ce M

respon51b1e for 1ndustry in cooperation wlth the gtatlstlcal

Offlce. N ) ' .- o o Ty . : [SCIER

20. A productlon Hurvey (quantltles for calculating 1ndlces) 1sL
carried out with a complete coverage in Algeria and through.
rational selection in Morocco (500 establlshments, coverlng

"more than 90% of the valué added). The survey is gquarterly
except that it is monthly in Algeria for important ‘establish-

ments (limit varies according to sector of'economic”ec%iviﬁy)n

21. In all three countrles, an annual economlc survey 1s conducted,
or will be (Alne“la}. Questﬂons vcry f“om year to Year,

particularly in an e;fort to improve prec151on and to adaot

T64-19 co
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.the survey to data needed for . national accounts.:Imgrovements

.are, soyght in the following ways.:linking questions to B

IR Y S
economic accounts requirements; specia1121ng questlonnalres
coutrey T

~according to the sector or size of establxghment introdu-

‘ w'clnéﬁsampllng 1n some ‘sectors} extending the survey to'lhew °

lsectors (publlc works, buliding, trade.p;), eliminating non-

re3ponse by sendlng out’ enumeratofs or in Alﬁerla, havﬁng

'4_'the Legal Committee of COCOES 1ntervene,,exploitiﬁg question-

22,

naires more 1nten31Ve1ys PRk

e

Surveys on the quaiiflcatione of the labour force and on
requlrements for skilled labour haVe been.cartvied out ih
Mbrocco (repeated every three years) and in Algerla. A gimi-

fﬁlar survey is beink undettaiten” anid will be' repeated anntially

23. 2

24,

1nvestments.

" in Tunisia, The Moroccan eurvay ‘alss’ covers anficlpated

Ler

cy

A conjuncture survey is conducted every 51x months in Morocco

(500 establlshments) and 13 to be extended to trade.

An exhaustive surviey  of structural featureeﬁis;made in

*’'Morocco-every three years by the Department of Industry.

An analogous survey is presently.being made in Algeria and

.. ‘results should be avallable before the year's end. The enume-

erators are englneers. In Tun151a, the annual economlc survey

oy e

. for 1963 1nc1udes characterlstics of struc%ure.'

25.

A pilot survey on Moroccan handicrafts, -needed for national

‘accounts, has . Just been completed. A survey in this sector

. was made in Tunlsia 1n 1962.

26,

National classifications of economic activities have heen
elaborated in Morocco and Tunisia, In Twnisia, a correspon-
dence code with ISIC (two numbers) exists; in Morocco, it is
possible. In Algeria, the nomenclature of the French National
Inftitdte of Statistics and Ecotiemic Studies (INSEE) is useéd.
In all three countrxes, the nomenclature for activities is

also used for commodities.

T64-19
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28,

j5a'¢: preseﬁt&

Identificdtion of establlshments is enV1saged in ‘Morocco,
A national idehtiflcatlon number is not planned in Algerla

‘Jo: b

The meetiﬂg gecdmmended that inﬁensive ﬁechnlcai cooperatlon
be established and pursued regularly between dfflces res-

"ponsible for 1ndustr1a1 statlstlcsa In partxcular,xsuch

29,

‘“cooperatlon mlght be carrled_out by the exohange of techni-

cal documents' questlonnalres, samleng sohemea, 1na§ructlons,

plans for process;ng data,

The meetlng recommendeg the establlshment of a Maghreb;n

.. Sub- commlttee on Coordlnatlon of Industrial Statistics,

‘_,whlch would group. off1c1als respon51ble for industrial sta-

" 30,

tistics. The Sub-committee yould be commissioned to goordi-
nate: D e

P LD DA

- programmes of surveys by deflnlng a mlnimum programme.
tr1annua1 survey, annual economlc survey, survey of

[ N i ()
manpower requlrements...

- = 'nomenclatures used (economic activitiese.)y =
"~ presentation of certain statistics (industrial produc-

‘tion indices,  annual economic position);

In order to insure maxlmum efficlency in such coord1nat10n
the meetlng expressed the desxre that the Sub-~ commlttee on

Coordlnatlon of Industr1a1 Statlst1os collaborate closely

- with national accounts services,

.3_,1. '."

The meetlng recommended that the Sub—comnlttee on Coordlnatlon

of Industrial Statistics should meet soon enough to obtaln

- the:desire comparability in time for the’ 1965 annual economic

survey of. 1964 data.

jcb) Demography

32,

A natlonal population census is prepared;in Algeria and
should. be achieved by the end of September, 1964 {(December
for the south). Preparation of the Tunisian census planned
for 1966 has begun already. The next Moroccan census should

e

occur in 1970.

T64-19
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33y Tii the FEEIdi6Fvital ‘statistics, civil registration-is
now obligatory for thé entire poplilation™in all thred

... -countriese:In.all three, the declaration.forms were: elabo-

.rated with the statistical services. Notwithstanding:the

b g ;,éntentionelisi@plicitygof the forms, certain declarations

;.- -are not filled in, especially in ryral areas and,-in particu-
lar, concerning deaths. Distance . from the Registration
office.of. .the people involved is-the main reason, Consequently,

estlmates of the natural rate of populatlon growth, deduced

Tritrirg "J-.‘.f:".

R

from theSe statistlcs,‘are of doubtfﬁl value. A system of

o health offlcers 1s belng established .in Morocco whlch will
encompass the‘p0pu1at10n (1 offlcer for 5 000 1nhab1tants,

1";_ ;LT
each household V131ted once every two months), by 1966, it
oo NG
should permlt a new source of data on blrths and deaths.

R ‘l‘{‘ _;J-,.;

.3§y,ﬂeverthe1ess, the :meeting requnised that, for works

involving projections .and planning, it would be of interest
to elaborate a,.mortality table for each country and for the
Maghreb as a whole.

PRI . m—

35. The results recently publlshed in Morocco of a multl-purpose

p l 1L

"survey furnish detalled, preclse data in this fleldom

; SRS S T 3 SR R A

36. As to. emproyment :statistics, Morecco conducts a.simple
o BRrvey . gvery six months of establishments with more-than 10
employees., Furthermore, surveys on qualificatians of..the
. labour force and of labour requirements of industry have;
s heen mentlonedrfnrfaragraph 22 of this report. In Algeria,
analagous est}mates have been made for branches of economic
activity other than Industry( In Morocco, a survey of under-
- employment - a pilot proaect at first -, is planned 1n rural
areas in 1965. It is to be preceded by an unemployment Survey

“in CasSablanca in ‘1964,

¥ '
37. The meeting recommended that systematlc consultatlons take

i

g T

place between Maghrebln countries at the time of population

censuses. During such consultations, statisticians should be

T64~-19
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.inspired by the need to coordinate definitions and nomen-

clatures as efficiently as possible., T ape

38," It is understood that the first such consultation will occur
''in ‘the near futire, at the timé of the Algerian tensus’
T particularly as conceriis questions of active population and
- educational levels., It is inderstdod, however, that prepa-
ration of an’ agreement on occlipatioh nomenclaturés should be

" the responsibility of a speciarfééd sﬁb-committee.“i“°“

39 The meetlng recommended that trainlng periods be organized
' for Mbghrebln statlstlcal offlclels by each participeting

"country at the time cof censuses and of demographic surveys
on employment underemployment or unemployment. Such perlods
should 1nvolve active part1c1pat1on durxng a certain length
"of time (several months), so that both trainee and host
country would benefit. It is suggested, for instence;”%heig
Moroccan and Tunisian junioi' statisticians participaté’ in the

next Algerian census for two or three months.

c) Agriculture

40. Wlthin the framework of the 1960 World Census, agr1cu1tura1
sample surveys have been completed recently in Morxrocco (multi-
purpose survey) and Tunisia. A "light" sample survey is in’
process this year ‘and will be followed by a more important

census, -

41 The former main sources of current agricultural statistlcs
'§1 Morocco (the Tertlb) and Tunlsla (Land Tax Service) no
1onger exist., In Algerla, communal committees meet twice
yearly ‘to estlmate the harvest unt11 such time as a new

system of collectlng agrlcultural statlstlcs is establlshed.

42, This year Morocco began the setting-up of a permanent system
of current agricultural statistics, based on the land reglster

- Wthh W111 cover the entlre countfy in five years. In Algerla,

Poasoe

FEE R
.
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it should be possible to establish a permanent system in-

. the future with personnel trained at the Agricultural.

Btatlstids Centre established with FAQ assistance. The
. organlzation of current Stﬁtlsti¢8 is being discussed in

T}Jpl S}a'
43.~Ihfa11-three'eountries it is planned that the establishment
soef curpent agriculturalistatistical systems will be accom-
. panjed by the creation of regional offices which will permit
the deye;ppment of other actjvities (surveys on consumption,

.. employment, pricessees)..

44, The meeting recommended:that, as in the industry and demo-

' graphic fields, cooperation between services should be
achieved' by the regular exchange of technical documents on
- methods used (sampling schemes, questionnaires, observation

methods,. analyses and presentation of results).

ks, Themmeeting:rebOmmended that coordination of wresearch im the

. field of agricultural statistics be carried out between the

- Maghrebin countries. - ' . G

46. The meeting recommended that a technical meeting be convened

“to examine, in particular, methodology problems in estimating
ragricultural production in the Maghreb countries. Exchanging

irtrainees between countries could follow such a meeting.

. '47; The meetlng expressed the hOpe that Maghrebin agrlcultural
o statist;clans mlght benefit from experiences of other
Mediterrafican countries in this field (for example: UAR,
southern Italysi¥Yugoslavia) by meams of study tours which®

. could be organized with FAO assistance.

d)} Consumption, Income, Wages, Prices, Domestic Trade

48 Natlonal consumptlon surveys were conducted in Morocco and
Algerla in 1958 and 195%.. A rural survey in Tunisia was
followed by a survey in the city of Tunis. The meetlng

diseussed difficulties encountered during these surveys and

T64-19
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the:comparability problems which drise from dmfferences of

coverage , 'niethod and nomenclatures. These surveys supply

. the basi¢ weights used to calculate cost—of-11v1ng 1nd1ces.

Each country, however, has been obliged to revise elther the

. commpdity, 1ist or the weights furnished by the results.,

__These surveys have also heen utilized for nationelfaccounting.

v :49.

Preceded by 'a pllot surVey, a household survey on household

7. consumption -afig” expend1tures will begln in Tunisia 1n

September 1964 and continue for' tio’ years. Except for flve

,large cities,: it will cover the gntire country and be con-

ducted by 35.penumerators, 6. supervisors. and 2 juhior statis-

.ticians. Morocco will take a-detailed consumption’ survey

.. .again about 1969, Algeria plans to indertake a survey in

50,
fiscal declarations made out by:all :pérsons'over 18 years of

52,

53.

the near, future in order to establish a cost-of-1living index.

For incomes, Tunisia has at its disposal-as of this ¥éar}"

age and by all corporate bodies. The 800s000 returns are
belng processed by the Statlstlcal Serv1ce.

‘As to wage St&tlﬁtlQS, Social- Securlty supplles data in
~Tunisia and will do. soiin Algeria and Moroccs in the near

future. Except in Morocco, the value of tWe declavations is

1imited by the 1egal "celllng" on soc1al securlty. The field
covered by these statlstlcs also varles by country (industry

only'in Mbrocco,'all wages earners in Alger1a).~

Wage surveys. are .conducted by the Statistical service in

Morocco (survey scarcely exploited) and by Social Affairs

in Tunisia. - .
i . Co . [ SRR &

.L - - e e s— e
asnatet e PGS [P, e "

Morocco attenpts to obtaln deta;led statlst1cs from the |
Mlnlstry of Finance thxough wage deductlons made according
to S?OlO-Pr0f95§}0931 ca;egoryband_eeoqomlc activity. -

cih

T64-19
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54;”he£§il'pficeéﬁareﬁreeorded-inﬂﬁﬁe;capigglggities of all”
“ithree countriés, 'An exteﬁsionﬁoffsuch‘obserVatidns-tofother
centrés and then to rural areas is planned in all ‘three,.
with’ reglonal ‘and national indices as the goal. - - .}

55.»Wholesale prlces ‘are obtalned by surveys made of a small
“Hﬂrsampllng of wholesalers in the three countrles. The whole-
sale price index, at the present time being calculated in
CAlgier; is computéd on old bases in:Morecco-and ‘Tunisia: ;-
(1938 6¥71939) and should be revised for both countriese

56. Mbrocco has just completed a methodolog1cal study of

o 1ndlces requlred for nat1onal account purpose, from which
other Maghrebln countries could bénefit. This" study covers
the follow1ng 1nd1ces, for which calculatlons will be under-
taken progressively: wholesale,'fétail, construction and

- transportation pricesj~prices of “industrial products needed.
in agriculture, Algeria also plans to establish new price
“indices: index of consumption  prices fof:administrations

and producer prices. .

57+ AS regards domestic:trade, Algeria (Department. of Commerce}:

'makes a-.quarterlyi study on the' evolution!'of: turnever in:

. Several large stores. The Statlstlcal ‘Service hopes to_?
conduct .a survey in. this field, In Tunlsla, the reglster of
establishments is one source of 1nformat10n. Ioueodltlon,

la research flrm conducted a survey on commerclal margins.
Morocco ‘has’ also entrusted a survey, currently in progress,
on commercial c1rcu1ts and trade marglns to a résearch firm,
This orlglnal survey ‘combines random and non-random sampling
methods ‘with the use of enumerafors and several’engineers;
it covers 210 commodities chosen accordlng to ‘their importance

in final consumpflon.

58. The meeting recommended that Morocco might circulate a metho-

dological note to the other Maghrebin countries on the domes-
tic trade survey, particularly on the criterions used in

selecting products.
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59. The meeting recommended that each'ccuntry.Sﬁculd take,into

account the work of other Maghrebin countries when adopting

nomenclatures for consumption, price or trade surveys

(expenses, ‘household incomes, list of items for price obser-

vations, 113t of products for margin calculations ...) and’

‘seek the p0351b111t1es of improving comparablllty of cotres-

ponding St&tlSthS.

i

60. The meetlng recommended that dach country should take 1nto

account the work of other Maghrebln countries when adOptlng

nomenclatures for consumption, price or trade surveys"

(expenses, household inc¢omes,: list of items for prlce obser—

zvatlons, 1lst of produdts for margin calculation ...) and

'should seek p0531b111tles of.- 1mproving comparablllty of

'“'correspondlng St&tlSthS.

61 To improve. the comparability of retail price 1nd1ces, prices

should relate to the ' same: soc1a1 category, the 113t of

corresponding items including the same categorles and  the

same number of products by category.

62. The meeting.. .recommended that the Maghreb1n countrles exchange

1nf0rmat;on on the p0551b111t1es of u31ng research firms,

63. The meeting recomnended that when necessary to have recourse

¢ to a.research firm, the follow1ng arrangements should be

included in the” contract-

1nd1v1dua1 a551gnments of experts to the concerned

sectlon'

| T6k-19
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ac leasp pangrt;ge participation' in the work or
research undertaken, by an official of the concerned

country; Ciepean,

methodolog1cal notes to be produced by the firm.
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e) Foreign trade L _ N e

64. In Algeria, foreign trade statistics should soon’'he zdtdched
to the Statistical Service. The position will thex be-
analagous to that existing in Tuynisia, vhich receives cards
from customs as well. In Morocco, dupllcated abu‘atlons

are establlshed by bhe Nlﬂlstrv of Tradey”

65ﬂwAnaly51s of custonms otatlstlcs sometimes brings important
1nperfect10ns to light. Improvement could be facilitatad by
lendlng statisticians to the customs service, «s is dene in
Morocco. Cross-checking to diﬁcover errors is dozne by .using

other sources of daua (Departﬂent of Mlnes, uﬂpart Office. .

6617A11 three countr;es use bhe Brusselu 1n*errat;ona1.9ra@e
“—nomenclature {(NDB). In Algeria, a classification designed for
National Accounts, with 5 numbers and inspired by the MNDB, is
also used. A correspondance table of this noméncléture and
- that of the French Serwvice of Bconomic and Financial Studies
.. {SEEF) exists. In Morocco and Tunisia, the SITC:is, or will
‘be; {(Tunisia), used for certain tables drawm up for the
Economic Commission:for Africa. In Tunisia, monthly amd
7 quarterly results are rot only presented according te NDB
;but also by an oldér, 1ess detailed clagsificatien. than, by
'T the year, and of Qlffereﬁt origin, but a. corre5pondence;
ﬂcode is avallable in the Statlstlcal Service between these
wnomenc‘atures, e
In Morocco, a correspondence code was worked ouf between
SITC and NDB, between MNDB and the cla551f1cat10n of 189 sub--
' gsectors used by Natlonal Accounts 31nce 1§58 bebween these
sub~Sectors aud thé economlc act1 f és nomencla Lure of RSN D

5

(Fréneh-National Tmstitute” of Stat c";an‘{Econom1c Studies 57,

and bétween the 1atter abd the new MOroccan nomenclature of

economic act1V1t1es vhich is readf buu not yei off101h1.

T64-19. .
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67
68.

69.

70.

71,

T2

73.

- economi.c sector exist or, for'Algeria,rarevplanned,,

In the three countries, results by end—use~63teéof§wor:

Indices of average values and of volumes are calculated

~in Morocco and Tunisia and are planned in Algerla.'

PR

The meetlng recommended that tabulatlon of Foreign Trade

Statlstics should permit frequent and intensive compari-

sons ‘of Maghrebln exchanges with due regard to 1nternat10na1

standards and’ arrangements of such statistics, A meetlng

should be convened to examine practical methods for such

coordlnatlon.'

The meeting recommended exchange of 1nformation between

Maghrebln countrles 1n order to fac111tate the comparablllty

of fcrelgn trade indlces.

. f) Flnﬂn61a1”3¢atlstlcs_ t;

In Tunisia and Algeria, the balance:of payments is established
by the Central Bank; in Morocce, by the National Accounting
Service in cooperation with the Exchange Office: The Banks

also supply statistics on money and credit.’

The meeting noted the weak develoPment of fiscal statistics

for use by national accounting services and recommended that

statistical services should seek ways to improve the volume
and quality of current statistics that might he drawn from

financial and flscal services,

g) National accounts

The meeting discussed-work:onaenalysis o{,the-pyblicwsgctor
already undeftakenuin;TUPiSiafand.Morocco 5y a regional .
adviser.of the Economic. Commission. for Africa. Corresponding
accounts, patterned on national accounts, permit the calcu-
lation of technical.co-efficients such as: cost prices,._ .
current and investment costs... On the occasion of this
research work, an adaptation of economic¢ and functional

classification of public sector transactions is being wotrked out.

T64-19
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T4. The meetlng noted with pleasure that the app01ntment of .
regionsl adV1sers ig slready playing a coordinating role

and expressed the wigh that the work begun in two Maghrebin

_countries.might be extended to Algeria,

75. At present, Algeria is ahout to prepare a first series of
‘economic accounts for 196% for planning purposes. Tunigis
"has just comvleted detailed accounts for 1960, snd is wor-
king out the establishment of annual series;‘ Since its
1958 tables, Morocco has elsborated 1960, 1962 provisional

tables and & 1965 vrojection, as well as various specisal.

projects: classificetion of economic sectors sccording to
the value added rste, value added induged by varlatlon 1n
flnal demand... The orogramme to be undertaken by the new

organizstion desoribed in psregraph 16 of this report

begine with enterprises (w1th six staff members speoiglizihg o

in the different sectors), continues with agriculture

(improvement of production data, distinction between tradi--

_(breakdown by socio-economic groups).

76, The meeting recommended the estoblishment of ¢ Na tional WQ;f;;

Accounts’ Sub-committee in order to reoach maximum hermonization

in this field. The Sub-committec would be commissioned tor
.~ harmonize accounting prtterns, clesgificstions, -
definitions end concepts in lieison with work of other
~sub-committeess .
- seek a minimum breskdown spplicable to e11 scoounts in
the Maghreb;
- establish & list of priority req11rements £8 to
collection of besic detsj

- exchrnge informetion sbout technicel, elesticity and

productivity coefficients, mergin of profits, technical

g

coefficients drewm from onslysis of the public sector

T64-19
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77+ The meeting recommended that priority be given to technical

assistance needs of Algeria to expedite the ecstablishment

of a first set of national accounts.,

(AP

Tabulation of statistical data

78. Pro forma questionnaires for requesting statistical infor-
mation to be obtained from different administrative sources,
have been prepared in Algeria in order to improve collection
of those current statistical series which are derived from

administrative operations.

79+ The meeting recommended that these questionnaires, should be
circulated to other Maghrebln countries as they become

available in order to exchange 1nformat10n.

80. The meeting recommended that, at a coning meeting, the Commit-

tee shoulc examine whether serious differences exist in
current statistics appearing in regular publications of-

Maghrebin countries (bulletins, year-books).

Prograrme of work and priorities.

81. The meeting deeided to establish a Maghrebin Cormittee for

Coordination of S+ atlstlcal series and National Accounts.

t least once a year in order to

This Committee should meet a
review work accomplisched and to decide the programme of work
to be undertaken. Meetings should be coordinated with others
held by ECA. The composition of the Committee should be the

same as other intra-Maghrebin economic coordination cormittees,

/

82, The Chairman ef the Committeé would remain in office during
the interval between two Committee meetings. The secretariat
would be provided by *he sub—'evioﬁai office of the Economic
Commission for Africa. The offlce of Chalrman would be attri-

buted to a different counory each vear.

T64-19
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83, The Committee would be responsible permanently. for . assuring
_Jcoordination bﬂtweenbMaghrebin.countries.infthe field of
‘“statlstlcs and natlonal accounts. It could establish technical
Vsub-committees or organlze meetlngs on special sub;ects,A

'“reports belng submltted to the COmmittee for approval.

,_L

TR R P

‘Tlmetable

84y The, meeting instrgcgeg the" sub~reg1onal office to prbceed

with consultations with the Maghrebin countries to deternine
”datgs when it could. convene -the . Sub~-committee on Industrial,:
Statlst1cs and the Foreign Trade. meetings..It also requésted
the sub-regi#nal office to procged with tonsultations on a
date for the meeting of the $uh~commit£be on National
Acoountsa in the sade way, the sub-regional office 1n liai— o
Bon With FAO was instructed to arkange a data for the meeting

“on agrlcultural statistics in 1965, during the f;rst ‘semester,
1f p0831ble.

Nomenclatures

85. The meeting recommended that problems of efaboration and
harmonigation of nomenclatures should be examined by each .

5pec1alized commlttee 1n its own field.

86. Keeping in mind the need for integratlng intraéMaghrebin
coordination within inter<African coordination, the meeting
. advocated that, to the greatest possible extent, these. “
_\éﬁ@ﬁittggs‘shoulqrtake_into account African and international

standards‘ddopted under the auspices of the United Nations,

87+ The meeting recommended that systematic consultations be held
- betweei Maghrebin countries whenever one of them ‘Prepares a
nomenclature in order to further coordination and harmoni-

zation. =

Training .~
BBZIThé'mééting:fécommended thaflédurées on Maghrebih ecdnbmy
be introduced in the Treining Centre of Rabat for Junior

T64-19



E/GN.14/NA-S@AT/1
Page 20

- Statisticians (CFITS). saeh4€6urseg;'6Bii§at5£§’fo£
Maghrebin students, could be fakultative for other Africans.

T ‘A i

Lﬁg » Concerned that educatlon at CFITS shouidpbe oriented towards
a more profound knowledge of Maghrebin economy, ‘the meeting
recommended that all statistical and economic publications

of the Maghrebin countries be sent to the Centre—seo-that
:lecturers might find illustrations for their courses or

5 tutorial work. ... - el e e e Db T T ganre y Ld

90w The meetlng recommended that an agreement be sought between

+iCRITS and ‘the' Statisticas and’ National Aocounts serV1ces so
- that - students might carry out in the’ Maghrebin countries the

yioak

tra1n1ng~perlods inoluded‘in the Centre's prograﬁnei
- : Looemdionns

91. The meetlng noted that centres for tralnlng‘stgtlst1cal

o a351stants would open 51mu1taneously in Rabat and Tunis next
October. Algerlan students will be able to attend until.a
centre is established in Algier. The curriculums and, later,
the courses of these centres will be clrculated-to-other
Maghrebin. countries to further coordination, " - R R

~

j 14’ L A Y ' SR VLT TR
Ways and means e
;_-.\. Lo . "-f\'.?,'. t»l SRR

92, Studies relating to nomenclatures and accountlng patterns

Sy

arid, in'a geénéral way, t§ technical preparatlon ot commltteeﬂ
~aid subscomiiittee meetings sHould beé undertaken By the';'
competent -Services in the M&ghrebln countrles in? coepenotlon
“with the ‘sub-regional office: In- particular, reglonal advisers
+ should be ‘able to play a ‘iséful liaison role when on field
. . missions. Also, United Nations' experts assigned to one country
| - should keep intra-Maghrebin coordination in mind while carrying

_out their mission,. :.

9%. The meeting expressed hope that the constant support given

to development of Maghrebin statistics by the ECA's statistics

division would now be extended to the coordination progragpmes:

B TV T I oo b

AR S
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Due to the important role played by regional advisers in
coordination, the meeting was pleased to note that three
such ddvisers were presént in the sub-region and formulated
the wish that this form of assistarée might be maintained and
reinforced in the future. It was also hoped that resources .
wouid be put at the disposal of Maghrebin countries to promote
traihihg periods for pérsonnel or students from one country in
afiother, as well ds fot study touts.

The meeting requested the Executive Secrétary of the Economit
Commission for Africa to assign two technicians to Tangief,

to be chosen from the regional advisers or Division of Statis-
tics personnel, to service the Maghreb Committee for Coordi-
nation of Statistical series and National Accounis and other
sub-committees, especially in the field of national accounting.

The meeting also expressed the hope that it could count upon

ECA specialists at the time of meetings on special subjects,

such as foreign trade nomenclature.

The meeting expressed warm acknowledgment for the welcome it
had received from the sub-regional office and paid tribute to
the dedication and constructive assistance provided by regional
advisers and the United Nations personnel to the work of the

meeting.,

Adoption of report

The present report was unanimously adopted by the meeting.

T64~19
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Annex

List of Delegates

ALGERIA - Mr., A. OUBQUZAR, Assistant Director of Statistics,

General Department of Planning and
Economic Studies (Ministry of
National Economy).

MOROCCO - Mr. A. BEN SOUDA, Deputy Head of Central Service of

Mr., AOUAD,

Statistics.

Economist in charge of studies,
Natiochal Accounts (General Dele-
gation for National Promotion and
Planning).

TUNISIA - Mr. A. KAMOUN, Head of Economic Survey Service

Mr. J. ROYER -

Mr. J. CAUSSE -

Mr. J. KOWAL -

Mr. A. VESSE -
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(Ministry of Plamnning and Finances).

_ SECRETARIAT

Special Adviser to the Executive
Secretary;

Regional adviser, statistician,
secretary to the meeting;

Economist

Regional Adviser on Public Accounts.





