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Statement by His Excellency Ato Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Mr. Chairman,
Honourable Ministers,

Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
n
I know
most of you have been here over the last few days, participating in the various levels of the
conference leading to this ministerial segment and therefore would have already been welcomed to
Addis Ababa. Let me therefore welcome you to this, the ministerial segment of the Conference.
Allow me to thank all those who have a role in making this Pan-African Implementation and
Partnership Conference on Water a reality.

This ministerial segment of the conference is organized by the African Ministerial Council on Water

(AMCOW) which came into formal being in Abuja only last year. I would like to express my sincere
appreciation to all those who have played an active role in the process leading to the creation of the
Council. In particular, I would like to acknowledge the invaluable contribution of those who took the
initiative for the launching of the African Water Forum within which the ideas for taking the initiative
for the creation of the Council took shape.
Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,
Dear Participants,

Water is a critical ingredient in Africa's socio-economic development. It is literally impossible for
Africa to feed itself when only 4% of its agricultural land is irrigated. Africa has to dramatically
increase its irrigated agricultural land and improve the utilization of its water resources along the
lines indicated by the NEPAD program for Africa's agricultural development. Most of the diseases
that plague the African landscape are associated with lack of clean drinking water and adequate
sanitation. Africa cannot improve the livelihood of its people and achieve the MDG's without
providing adequate chinking water and sanitation. Water resources play a critical role also in the
organization of electric power and industrial development.
It is thus very clear that Africa's socio-economic development critically depends on the proper
utilization of its water resources. Indeed, one cannot but note with regret, that such a vital resource
has not, in the past, been given adequate attention in the discourse on Africa's development. We
can however say it is better late than never.
Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,

Dear Participants,

Despite the sometimes extreme variability in rainfall, and unbalanced spatial distribution, Africa is
rich in water resources. The unbalanced spatial and temporal distribution has however posed
serious challenges ta Africa's utilization of its water resources. Water harvesting and storage
facilities have required huge resources to build and manage. Transboundary rivers have posed a
serious political challenge to riparian countries.
But challenges are there to overcome. Low cost approaches to water harvesting, irrigation and
drinking water supply systems are being developed and tried across the continent with great
success. The resources, particularly, labour resources of Africa's farmers, the resources of private
sector and NGOs are being mobilized for the same purpose. The political will to fully mobilize and
utilize Africa's own resources for the development and effective utilization of its water resource is
being created and consolidated.

The challenges of unbalanced spatial distribution of water resource is being addressed through
cooperative ventures by riparian countries to utilize the shared water resources in rational, fair and
equitable manner. Arrangements that have been put in place to utilize the water resources of the
Zambezi and the Senegal rivers are examples of what we in Africa can and should do to address
the challenge of unbalanced spatial distribution of water.
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The Nile Basin has, up until the last few years, been a laggard in developing cooperative ventures
for rational and fair and equitable utilization of water resources. But I am very pleased to note that
we are catching up. The Nile basin initiative is breaking the ice and leading to an arrangement that
is similar to those developed in other river basins in the African continent.
While the political wil and commitment to develop our water resources to mobilize our own financial
and other resources to cover as much of the cost as possible, to address the challenge of
unbalanced spatial water distribution are key to our success in our endeavors in social and
economic development, there is no doubt that we need the support of our partners. We need
technical support, and we need financial support. At last the international community is beginning to
respond to the challenge in a positive manner. In other words the circumstances for launching and
effective programme for the development of Africa's water resources have never been better.
Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,
Dear Participants,

I understand, that in your deliberations, you will discuss among other things, the implementation
modalities of various water initiatives, the portfolio of water projects jointly prepared by the
Secretariat of NEPAD and AMCOW and the necessary institutional arrangements. I wish to
encourage you to work diligently to come up with agreements that can be speedily implemented.
In conclusion, I would like to wish you all, and wish all of us, a successful conference, and an
outcome which will be beneficial to all of us.
thank you.
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Statement by the Executive Secretary for the Opening Ceremony of the
Ministerial session for the Pan African Implementation and Partnership
Conference on Water.
Statement delivered by Mr. Josue Dione, Director of the Sustainable Development Division
(SDD/ECA), on behalf of the Executive Secretary)

Your Excellency, Ato Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,
Your Excellency, Shehu Shagari, Chairman of the African Ministers' Council on Water,
Honourable Ministers,
Distinguished Heads of UN Agencies,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the Policy Segment of the Pan African Implementation and
Partnership Conference on Water.
Mr. Chairman,

By convening this meeting, you and your fellow ministers on the African Ministerial Council on
Water (AMCOW) have succeeded, for the first time, in mobilizing all stakeholders and partners to
think and plan about Africa's Water Crisis in unison.

I am very pleased, as co-host, to inform you that the participation in this Conference has exceeded

all my expectations.

As of today, more than one thousand stakeholders and partners have registered. Over the past
three days, they have all been involved in discussing issues related to the various facets of African
Water Resources and their management.

Indeed, we have had very comprehensive deliberations at the technical level on how to translate all
the existing commitments on Africa's Water Agenda into concise summaries of concrete costed
actions.

By bringing together technical experts, private sector investors, the representatives of Masai
women and many other Civil Society groups, as well as officials from national governments and
local authorities and municipalities, this first Pan African Conference on Water has succeeded in
generating synergies for the implementation of various essential plans in the African water sector.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

By coming to Addis Ababa, you as stakeholders and Africa's international partners, have
manifested your continuing commitment to meeting the many targets set in the African Water
Vision 2025, the Millennium Development Goals, and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation o
the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

In this regard, this Conference has also provided the opportunity for a timely review of the progress
made to date in meeting the sustainable development targets related to Water, Sanitation and
Human Settlements as mandated by the UN General Assembly at the eleventh Session of the
Commission on Sustainable Development for the CSD 12 Review Session.

All delegates have deliberated upon Africa's input into this important monitoring mechanism, and
this process has manifested the truism that: the whole can sometimes be made greater than the
sum of the parts in human endeavors.

The strong partnership exhibited here this week by the relevant UN Agencies (ECA, UNEP,
HABITAT and DESA), African Governments and Civil Society is truly commendable and sets the
stage for future actions in the process of CSD Implementation Cycles.
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Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen
As you continue with the Proceedings of this premier Conference on Water in Africa at the Policy

level, I want to urge you not to lose focus on the characteristics, that make this Conference different
from all that have came before it. These are:

1.

Its unambiguous concentration on the implementation of programmes and projects.

2.

Its energetic quest for partnerships to mobilize both internal and external financial and
technological resources.

3.

Its representation of a clear political support from our elected Ministers organized as the
African Ministerial Council on Water (AMCOW).

4.

Its demonstration of the unity of purpose among all stakeholders in Africa's Water
Resources.So far unity of purpose has been demonstrated by the particiopation and
deliberations at the technical level, the overwhelming numbers of Ministers gathered here
today is a clear manifestation of the high-level political support behind it, and partnerships
have been the foundation on which this Conference has been organized.

The only remaining pillar, as I have just mentioned, is the focus on the implementation of
programmes and projects.
From the policy point of view, this is the most important and, as
Monday:" Let us put our money where our mouth is ".

said in my welcome address on

Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen

Tlementation and Partnership!
fits has been the mantra from conception to execution of this Conference.
And, despite the great success so far in organizational terms, I now want to urge you, as high-level
policy makers, to put your money where your mouths are, by refusing to accept any outcomes that
do not hinge on implementabfe actions.
Let the newly born AMCOW leave Addis Ababa not only with declarations and statements but with
a concrete, costed work programme of actions to be implemented within given timeframes. Let this
all be backed up with resources, from both internal and external sources.
This Conference is only about partnerships and actions, which will have lasting impact on the well

being of all our people. And our action really must begin today, for as the saying goes "Time and
Tide wait for no man",

In closing, I want to warmly welcome those who have joined us since Monday.
The hospitality and services of the ECA and the United Nations family, organized under UN
Water/Africa initiative, is available to ensure that you have a fruitful and enjoyable stay in Addis
Ababa.
Thank you.
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African Ministerial Commitments on Implementation and Partnerships for
achieving the Water and Sanitation Targets
PREAMBLE

The water crisis in our region is a crisis of governance. There is a desperate need to accelerate our
implementation efforts in our countries, sub-regions and regions as a whole. Water is one of the
most critical natural resource issues and also a key to sustainable development in Africa. The
international community, in both the millennium goals and the outcomes of the Worid Summit on
Sustainable Development, underlined that the global water crisis is a threat to economic
development, poverty reduction and the environment, and hence to peace.

The 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development renewed commitment to fundamentally
change the lives of those who suffer the consequences of global disparities while preserving the
integrity of the natural environment for future generations. The World Summit reiterated the
Millennium Development Goals and also agreed targets for safe drinking water and sanitation. As
Africa is a rapidly urbanising continent, special attention must be given to the water and sanitation
needs of the urban poor.
OBJECTIVE

The aim of the Pan-African Conference was to determine how to urgently strengthen water
governance in our region in order to collectively meet the WSSD targets and the Millennium
Development Goals on safe drinking water and sanitation. Our main objective was to focus
attention on the implementation and funding requirements for the many regional initiatives and
international targets for the water sector in Africa.
ACHIEVEMENTS

A. Portfolio Of Water Initiatives and Projects
The conference endorsed a portfolio of key water initiatives submitted by each of the five subregions, i.e. Southern Africa, Central Africa, Eastern Africa, North Africa and Western Africa. This is
the first consolidated portfolio of priority water initiatives from the sub-regional to regional levels and
provides a stronger basis for supporting the objectives of the New Partnership for African
Development.

B. Launching of Initiatives

The conference forged new partnerships on water in Africa in the context of which a number of
significant initiatives were launched, including the following:
a) The signing of the joint declaration by the Chair of AMCOW and Director General
for Cooperation of the European Commission on the implementation of the AfricanEuropean Union Strategic Partnership on Water Affairs and Sanitation.

b) The African Water Facility with a targeted funding of over $600 million for medium term
projects on water and sanitation. The Ministers appealed for the support of the development
partners for the enlargement of the resources. African Development Bank will manage the
facility under the policy direction of the Ministers on the AMCOW Executive Committee.
c) The Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative supported by the African Developmen
Bank.

d) The Water and Sanitation for African Cities (Phase II), with initial substantial funding from
the Government of Canada. The Ministers appealed for expanded support from othe
development partners for the newly established UN-Habitat Trust Fund.

e) The G8 Action Plan on Water for Africa, within the framework of which an understanding
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was reached that support will be extended to a number of river and lake basin management
plans. The Ministers noted with gratitude the commitment of the EU to continue support for
Integrated Water Resources Management in Africa.

f) The African Water Journal was launched to provide an outlet to consolidate and
disseminate knowledge, enhance capacity of professionals and practitioners and facilitate
the documentation and sharing of African experiences. Ministers called for financial support
for sustaining and expanding the publication.
C. Water Policy Challenges and Priorities
The Ministers confirmed the consensus on the following nine water management challenges and
endorsed the key recommendations in each priority issues as presented in the Annex.
• Meeting basic needs: water, sanitation and human settlements
• Water for food security
•

Protecting ecosystems and livelihoods

•

Managing risks: water and climate

•

Financing water infrastructure

• Integrated Water Resource Management/Shared water resources
Valuing and allocating water

! Ensuring water wisdom
•

Governing water wisely

D. Millennium Development Goals

The Ministers also reached consensus on the central importance of achieving the new targets on
water and sanitation, as follows.

• To endorse the targets to reduce by half the proportion of people without access to safe
water and sanitation by 2015 and to provide safe water and sanitation for all by 2025.
Give special attention to the countries considered most likely to miss the target for safe
drinking water and sanitation;

• To incorporate the safe drinking water and sanitation targets as priorities in national
development plans and budgets until the goals of safe drinking water and sanitation for all
are achieved;

• To establish in 2D04 National Task Forces on Water and Sanitation to prepare national plans
by June 30, 2005, with annual service delivery targets for achieving the safe drinking water
and sanitation targets by 2015.

• To integrate the national plans on water and sanitation with the national plans for IWRM and

other Millennium Development Goals leading up to the 4th World Water Forum in 2006.
E. Engagement with Civil Society

Ministers welcomed the active participation of civil society organizations in the conference and
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recognized the role that civil society can play in awareness raising, capacity building and in
implementation and scaling up of water resources programmes at all levels, financially and
technically. They undertook to ensure that civil society in general, and gender concerns in
particular, are taken into account, through a recognised process of consultation with AMCOW, in
policy formulation in al sectors of water, sanitation and human settlements.
FOLLOW-THROUGH IN 2004
At the national level:

■ To establish in 2004 National Task Forces on Water and Sanitation to prepare national plans
for achieving the safe drinking water and sanitation targets by 2015.
At the sub-regional level:

• To conduct negotiations with the development cooperation
Institutions, and UN Agencies, on the portfolio of projects.

partners,

Bretton Woods

At the regional level:

• To ensure that the Extraordinary Summit of the African Union endorses the commitments
and recommendations of the conference outcomes.
At the global level:

• To use the commitments and recommendations of this conference as a basis for developing
an African common position and approach before and after CSD-12 which will focus on
water, sanitation and human settlements (to be expanded on the basis of the plenary
discussion on December 12).

Sustaining the Momentum and Monitoring Progress during the Freshwater Decade
The Ministers underscored the need for sustained implementation efforts. Expanding the new
partnerships forged during the conference for implementing the results of the conference were
accorded top priority. Progress made and needed will be monitored by AMCOW and reported to
stakeholders over the coming year.ANNEX
Commitments and Targets

A. Achieving the MDG and WSSD Targets for water and sanitation:

a) To confirm the reference years and relevant water and sanitation data for all
African countries used by the Joint Monitoring Programme for the 2003 World Water
Development Report (WWDR);

b) To prepare indicative charts on the options for annual targets for achieving the overall
safe drinking water and sanitation targets by 2015 at the national, sub-regional and regional
levels;

c) To use the charts on the annual water and sanitation targets to estimate the financial
resources and expertise/capacity building needed to achieve the targets as well as their
impact on such key issues as water availability, demand and allocation;
d) To take into account how such measures as upgrading water and sanitation infrastructure
and making more efficient use of available water can help to meet the water and sanitation
targets in a cosf-effective way.

B. Focusing on Key Water Policy Priorities and Goals
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a) Meeting basic needs: Affordable access to safer water and sanitation are basic human needs
are essential for the health and well-being of families, communities and countries.

To significantly improve the provision of water supply and sanitation facilities in un-served
human settlements. This will be strongly reflected in PRSPs and budget allocations
commensurate with accelerated efforts and through ensuring that country action plans are
prepared for reaching the MDGs, which include: data assessment; systematic targeting;
collaboration strategies and strongly focus on community empowerment (all countries to

report by 2005).
To support the Water and Sanitation for African Cities Programme and the Rural Water and
Sanitation Initiative, aimed at building capacities and providing and enabling environment for
pro-poor investments.

To increase information and communication for value based water education, hygiene

education and sanitation in schools and communities. Strengthen infrastructure provision in
poorly served schools and communities.
b) Water for food security: Reasonable food security is also a basic human need and right which
is dependent on the availability of adequate and clean water. Agriculture is by far the greatest
consumer of water, often competing with other sectors for this scarce resource. It is therefore
essential that priority be given to efficient and sustainable use of water for agriculture.
• To take the necessary measures aimed at increasing agricultural productivity and
production through innovative technologies for sustainable and integrated
agricultural water use, including pro-poor gender-sensitive, small scale irrigation,
water-saving and storage techniques (rain-water harvesting);
• To adopt innovative approaches to increasing public/private sector investments in
the agricultural sector, the main engine of growth in Africa. In this respect the Joint
Collaborative Programme On Opportunities For Investment In Agricultural Water

Use, is identifying options for increased and more effective investments in water for
agriculture in sub-Saharan Africa. The programme relies heavily on local knowledge
and expertise.

c) Protecting ecosystems and livelihoods: Development that harms and destroys freshwater
ecosystems and livelihoods is not sustainable and should not be called development.
•

To invest in ecosystem health and sustainable use of freshwater resources, as an
integral part of IWRM strategies in order to secure livelihoods and maintenance of
reliable supplies of clean water, as pollution and unsustainable use of water
resources constitute a major threat to the health of the poor majority of our people
and to the sustainability of the freshwater and coastal ecosystems on which their

livelihoods and lives depend.
• To incorporate water quality standards and environmental water allocations in all
existing and future international agreements on shared water resources.

d) Managing risks: Too many preventable diseases and deaths and economic losses are caused
by floods, droughts, pollution and other water-related hazards. Droughts, floods and storms are
becoming more common and severe in Africa. The human and environmental costs of weather,
climate and water related disasters have increased dramatically over the past 40 years. Equilibrium
shifts are impacting the resilience of ecosystems, affecting water availability and creating increased
water stress in many regions. Hydrological and meteorological data and information are essential
for fundamental basis of IWRM.

To increase our funding to the institutions responsible for the maintenance and
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operation of the hydrological and meteorological networks in Africa and to enlist, for
this purpose, the support of development of development cooperation partners and
financial institutions.

To foster data and information exchange as a baseline requirement to ensure

improved early warning and forecast, especially in trans-boundary basins. To
support the expansion of the World Hydrological Cycle Observing System
(WHYCOS) and other networking mechanisms to cover all regions and river/lake
basins in Africa.

e)..
Financing water services: Innovative financial mechanisms are needed to meet the new water
and sanitation targets and integrated water management programmes.
To allocate (at all levels) at least 5% of our budgets for water and sanitation within
five years; increase billing and revenue collection, and set an example by ensuring
that the institutions under our Ministries cover the costs of water services rendered.
To enlist, for this purpose, the support of donor countries regarding their

commitments promised to incremental funding for services benefiting local
co mm unities.
To promote decentralisation policies (including budget re-allocations) aimed at
leveraging local private capital, supporting local governments, and being responsive
to local needs.

To undertake, in all our countries, comprehensive review of policy and regulatory
frameworks prior to expansion of privatisation of water and sanitation services,
including polluter pays policies.

f) integrated water management/Shared water resources: Water resources shared
communities and countries must be jointly managed on an equitable and sustainable basis.

by

• To undertake to prepare and adopt national IWRM plans or to embark on the
process of their preparation by 2005.
To strengthen joint management of shared waters as a basic element of African
development and integration.
To promote, in line with our shared vision, the effective and sustainable

management of rivers, lakes and aquifers as a sine qua non. Priorities will include:
(a) reliable and accessible data for effective management, (b) effective participation
by civil society, (c) equitable sharing of benefits instead of just the resource, (d)
considering the disparities of water distribution in Africa, inter-basin water transfer
and desalination are options which may be used when feasible and cost effective.
g) Valuing and allocating water: Water valuation and allocation must reflect its economic, social
and environmental values in all uses and give priority to the basic needs of the poor.

• To develop comprehensive systems for valuing and allocating water resources,
taking into account the economic, social and environmental values in all its uses,
giving priority to basic needs of the poor, and considering climate variability and
geographic conditions.

• To adopt comprehensive approaches to valuing and allocating water resources, in

order to strengthen cooperation at the sub-regional and international river basin level
in areas, such as (a) water and energy, including dams and development; (b) water
and agriculture for sustainable livelihoods; (c) water and health for poverty
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eradication; and (d) water for balanced economic development and job creation.
These approaches will be supported by multi-stakeholder dialogue to ensure the
improvement of decision-making frameworks.

h) Ensuring water wisdom: Water policies and management depend for their effectiveness on

accurate and timely information being available to decision-makers.

• To accelerate technical support and capacity building measures in order to strengthen
the role of our countries, experts and civil society groups in international water quantity and
quality monitoring and risk assessment programmes with priority attention to the protection
of ecosystem and human health.

• To ensure tiat new ways of collecting, analysing and disseminating information, and
policies, and sharing knowledge are promoted. These include earth observing programs, a
dedicated African Water Journal, an African Water Information Clearinghouse, joint
monitoring programmes, the use of modern decision-supporting technologies and the
promotion of networks and other systems to link the scientific community with governments
and civil society.

i) Governing water wisely: Water policies also depend for their effectiveness on the involvement
of all key stakeholders in planning, decision-making and implementation.
• To strive to ensure good governance through involving the public and the interests of
all stakeholders in the management of water resources.

j) Gender And Water Resources Management and Sanitation In Africa: Women and girls in

Africa have a special knowledge and play a critical role in the management of water resources
especially at household levels. Despite this, there are vast imbalances in women's access to,
control and management of the water resources and sanitation facilities at all levels, with a
negative impact on the girl child and the dignity of women.

To ensure that gender concerns are taken into account, through a recognised
process of consultation with AMCOW, in policy formulation in all sectors of water,
sanitation, human settlements, agriculture and food security including harmonization
of policies and laws and the domestication of international treaties to create equity
and equality by 2005.
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Thematic Session 1: Recommendations of Sub-Session on Water for African
Cities
Noting that more than a billion people in the world fack safe drinking water and that nearly three
billion people live without access to adequate sanitation.
Recognising that the scarcity of water resources and pollution of water bodies have become more
prominent than ever and that the urban water and sanitation crisis is now seriously threatening the
living standards of the urban population, especially slum dwellers. Recalling the Millennium
Summit, that formulated the goal of halving the number of people without access to water by 2015
and the World Summit for Sustainable Development, which incorporated the goal of halving the
number of people without access to sanitation by 2020. Further recalling that the WSSD
implementation plan target to prepare national Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
and Water Efficiency Plans by 2005

Taking note of the key problems and issues currently faced by the water and sanitation sector
including:
•

information gaps on urban service coverage, especially intra-urban differentials, as well as
the quality of service provided;

•

need for effective monitoring of MD and WSSD goals in urban areas

water demand management, that is the efficient allocation of services, needs much greater
attention when dealing with urban water issues;

sanitation and hygiene promotion, a key to human dignity, need priority in their own right;
pro-poor governance ensuring greater transparency and accountability, and addressing the
social challenge of equitable resource allocation ;

income generation for the urban poor linked to water and sanitation;
the environmental challenge of protecting freshwater sources from growing volumes of
urban wastes; and

the challenge of mobilizing financial resources to meet the growing cost of water provision
from ever distant and degraded sources and the provision of sanitation services.
The participants of sub-session 1 on Water and Sanitation for African Cities deliberated on the
following thematic areas:
Pro-poor Water Governance and Follow-up Investment

1

Discussions focused on the need to institute pro-poor urban water governance in an integrated
framework and to facilitate follow-up investment. This would support change in governance, so that
the poor are given a voice in collective decision-making for improved access to quality water supply
and basic sanitation. It was recommended that the approach should be:

• to directly effect policy, legal, regulatory, and institutional instruments, and
• to indirectly facilitate follow-up investment in water supply and basic sanitation to benefit
those in the low income bracket without access to services
Urban Sanitation
The rnain issues identified include restraints for replication and scale up of good practices in urban
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drainage sector, linkage of water and sanitation governance measures to local authorities, the
question of water-borne sanitation versus on-site sanitation approaches and sustainability of donor
supported activities, consideration of physical planning, land tenure, solid waste management and
drainage as key elements in the planning of urban sanitation. The following recommendations were
le
•

ensure equipping the poor with sanitation facilities while at the same time providing them
with efficient support services by focusing special attention on active community involvement
and ownership in the provision and management of services provided
adopt partnership approaches and development of innovative financial mechanisms to
mobilise local funds and facilitate the leveraging of funds available from other sources.
promoting good practices by undertaking evaluation and giving approval for those practices
which should be supported.

pilot scale and demonstration interventions implemented with donor support must consider
financial sustainability at the ouset
• water and sanitation for low income communities must give due attention to the wider issues
of urban planning and may be used as an opportunity to enforce good planning practices
Urban Catchment Management

The challenge is the need to augment and strengthen the environmental/water source protection
within the urban environment by incorporating water quality and quantity perspectives as well as
socio-economic and ecological integrity aspects in an IWRM framework articulated at the local leve
through local catchment management plans. The objective should be to protect and secure water
resources in urban catchments, and better co-ordinate water management with
upstream/downstream users.

• the range and scope of urban catchment management activities should be significantly
expanded and should be approached from a river basin perspective
aim at developing and implementing strategies, including livelihood programs, which will
directly improve the living conditions of the poor
Water Demand Management

WDM is perceived as a viable component of urban water management given the direct water
savings realizable from its adoption. The challenge should be to scale-up and expand the concept,
while maintaining the effectiveness of the interventions by putting in place mechanisms to facilitate
leveraging further investment, ft was recommended to:

•

•

Mainstream WDM in water policies and planning processes and develop national WDM
strategies

Develop adequate regulatory framework to ensure water service providers are accountable
for their performance

• Develop an adequate information systems that can provide key performance indicators for
each city

• Initiate a national ongoing water awareness programme for consumers in all major cities
Water Education in Schools and Communities

The challenge is to create a new ethic among children and in the community-at-large, through
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value based water, sanitation and hygiene education by integrating into the school curricula and
animating and involving communities. This should lead to change in perceptions of water and
sanitation, and advocacy for the proper utilisation of water at home, at school, and work places.
Potential constraints include difficulty in the process of incorporating in existing curricula,
insufficient documentation. It was recommended to:

Consolidate ongoing value-based water education (VBWE) activities and extend project
outreach nationwide including private schools as well as to more communities in the informal
sector through focussed group discussions and audio-visual means
• Introduce VBWE into teacher training colleges

Develop and produce VBWE literature and teaching/learning materials
Build Capacity for Education services staff to oversee implementation
Provide water and sanitation facilities for schools

http://wi rw. uneca.org/panafcon/Draft%20Recommendations.htra
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Managing Risks - Water and Climate
Chairperson: H.E. Martha Kama (Kenya)
Rapporteur Bill Cosgrove (WWC)

Session coordinator: Mohamed Tawfik (WMO)
Conclusions and recommendations

On the basis of two keynote speeches and eight presentations, which were widely discussed by th
participants, the session agreed on the following conclusions and recommendations:
• Water security, including water safety, is a prerequisite for economic growth and poverty
reduction in Africa. This requires huge investments, far beyond the capabilities of most
African countries, hence the solution has to come via external assistance. At the same time,
major institutional strengthening is required, recognizing the transboundary nature of most o
the continent's water resources.

• As human influence on climate is becoming increasingly apparent, water managers have to
design strategies to cope effectively with today's climate variability and tomorrow's climate
change, which is likely to increase water stress in already stressed regions. Impacts of
climate variabiity and change on groundwater resources should be also considered.

• The reduction of vulnerability through preparedness, such as early warning systems, is
essential to achieving development goals. Risk assessment should be used as a tool fo
decision-making in development planning.

• Enhancing the understanding of risk from extreme events, climate variability and climate
change is a cross-sectoral issue, and the preparation of prevention, response and
adaptation strategies requires a comprehensive approach. Therefore, multidisciplinary
initiatives like the establishment of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR)
Interagency Task Force, and the Cooperative Programme on Water and Climate should be
encouraged, and their involvement in Africa expanded.

• An end-to-end management of disasters is indispensable for risk reduction to be effective at
the local level, therefore the efforts to develop more efficient strategies in the management
of floods and droughts within the concept of integrated water resources and risk
management, like the ones undertaken by ISDR, WMO, GWP and national and regional
disaster preparedness and prevention agencies should be strengthened.

• Hydrological and meteorological forecasts, risk-related information and products should be
"translated" to common language and be fully disseminated to the end users (from
Government to community level).

• A large number of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) in Africa are
deficient in their capacities to collect, archive, process and disseminate hydrological data
and information. Therefore training is essential to ensure that NMHSs are staffed with
adequate personnel. In this regard, use should be made of existing training centres in Africa,
such as the Regional Training Centres in Egypt, the Water Resources Programme at the
University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and others. Networking and collaboration among
these centres are encouraged.

• At the same time, Governments, financial institutions and donor agencies must resume their
funding to the institutions responsible for the maintenance and operation of the hydrological
and meteorological networks in Africa, as their data and information are essential to produce
reliable water resources assessments, the fundamental basis of IWRM

• In addition, institutional capacities of African water agencies should be strengthened, taking
advantage of programmes like the World Hydrological Cycle Observing System (WHYCOS),
which should be expanded to cover all regions and river/lake basins in Africa.
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Data and information exchange should be fostered as a baseline requirement to ensure
improved early warning and forecast, especially in transboundary basins.
As regards the information and products needed to cope with increased climate variability
and climate change, the session identified the following requirements for the African
situation:

i. Models to generate accurate climate change scenarios, predict the impacts
on floods, droughts and freshwater availability and their utilization to meet
different socioeconomic needs;

ii. Procedures and techniques for evaluating the vulnerability of water
resources;

iii. The development of adaptation strategies that include a suite of
interventions designed to address the impacts on different water uses, with a
medium to long-term framework, in order to provide guidance for water
resources managers.

In this context, the session welcomed the offer of the representative of the EU to establish contacts
in order to explore the possibility of financing research projects on the topics outlined above.

Water-related climate change research on the continent should aim, among others, at
appropriate downscaling to basin and aquifer levels to provide the necessary decision
support tools for managing the impacts of climate variability and change.
The Global Flood Alert System (GFAS) project of IFNet is welcomed as a potentially very
valuable tool for flood warning in Africa. It is recommended that this initiative should be
closely coordinated with HYCOS component projects in the continent. In this context, the
session welcomed the offer of IFNet to include pilot regions of Africa in their program of

work.

There is need to formulate and implement clear policies and strategies to combat flooding
and drought in vulnerable areas in Africa. Coordination of efforts among different agencies
having similar objectives should be ensured in order to avoid conflicting policies within a
basin.
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Water privatization - Adrian Gauci

Strengthening the position of local authorities - Bernard Charrier

Water for the Poorest - Stephen Turner

Innovative Financing Mechanisms - Meike van Ginneken

Wastewater & Financing - Cees van der Gnuchte

Water & credit for the private sector - John Wasielewski

Africa & the Camdessus Panel - Bill Cosgrove

Water Resources and Macro-economics - David Grey

African Water Facility - Shehu Yahaya
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The costs of not investing in water are very

- Hydropower

- Water supply & sanitation

- Water and the environment

- Irrigation & drainage

- Water resources management

water-related sectors:

The financing challenge is enormous for all

agree that the required amount is very large

Estimates of required $$$ vary, but they all

- Prioritize equity in monitor & planning

- Design for cross-subsidies

- Recognize community assets

- Resolve land tenure issues

• And to reach the poor (example of WSS)

- Improving efficiency

- Capacity building

effectively

• Existing resources need to be used more

But it is not only about getting more

Providing incremental funds

Donors must stop imposing privatization, and focus on sector-wide
reforms, that can include customized private sector participation

Donors must become more responsive to local needs ~ try to bridge
the gaps between good local initiatives and donor financing

Donors must support local governments

guarantee program) and develop capital markets

Donors must work on leveraging local private capital (I.e. USAID

- Aimed to local initiatives (communities, municipality, basin agencies)

- Flexible design & short reaction time

- A facility of Africa for Africa

-

support countries to improve their WRM; AMCOW and AfDB were
requested to speed up preparation

The African Water Facility was welcomed as a good thing to

can play a pivotal role

Donor financing is a small % of financing but

capacity and by direct financing to sub-sovereigns

increase support to local governments to build

International donors and development banks must

of budgets

governments) goes hand-in-hand with devolution

of responsibilities (to basin organizations and local

Central governments must ensure that devolution

accountable to communities

Decentralization renders government more closely

capacity building and making $$$ available

Empowering local governments includes

from local banks

Jointly we must develop innovative
mechanisms, i.e. donor guarantees for loans

Jointly, we must make water a better business

Jointly, we must market our sector better to
local private financiers

Local private capital has to be mobilized, and
thus local capital markets have to be developed

____

•Introduce smart tariff structures including targeted
(cross)subsidies to ensure affordability to all

•Set an example by paying their own water bills

•Increase billing & collection

• Raise the priority of water (I.e. in PRSP)

Governments must increase cashflows:

pacing

Various sub-sectors require different approaches and

term process

Introducing (sustainable, not necessarily full) cost
recovery is important, but introducing it is a hard long-

expanding services can be attracted

Only if sustainable cashflows exists, investments for

make incremental $$$ available and channel
them to local initiatives

Donor countries must keep their promise and

is going down

In reality donor financing to the water sector

international solidarity

The MDGs are a global commitment to
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ENG. Mohammed Sani Adamu,
Executive Secretary,
LAKE CHAD BASIN COMMISSION

PRESENTED BY

ON WATER

18/12/2003

PAN AFRICAN IMPLEMENTATION
AND PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE

38-

-m

NWASAS/OSS

6.

ECA Regional Advisory Service

Lake Victoria Basin Management

Lake Chad Basin Commission

Niger Basin Authority.

18/12/2003

Specific Case Studies on :
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Malaria in Highland keya by Prof Moi Yoi of ICIPE
SADC Protocol on Shared Watercourses by
IWRMin Africa: Progress, constraints, and future
challenges by Dr. Nighity Ghezae, GWP

2.

Regionalism by Prof. S.K.B. Asante.

Shared Water Resources as a Key Element of African
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From conflict to benefit sharing

Trust & ownership

Partnerships

Management structures &. implementation

Need for reliable access to data for effective

Common technical tools to ensure effectiveness of

Planning and Management should be on the Basin level

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
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management and decision making.

management and operation.

arrangements.
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Consensus on policy guidelines and principle of

2.

subsidiarity.

Visioning Process

1.

LESSONS LEARNT

ECA Regional Advisory Service
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decisions" with the riparian countries.
There should be need for reliable and access
to data for an effective management and

ownership of the "core functions and

Implementation mechanisms for management
of shared water resources should enshrine

rivers, lakes and aquifers in Africa.

effective and sustainable management of most

A Shared Vision of all stakeholders of the
Riparian Countries is a sine qua non for

assets.

Transboundary Water resources need to be
managed as regional rather national economic

Major Conclusions
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Ensuring good and effective governance is
crucial to the success of the water as an
instrument of Integration

7.

Regional Advisory Service

Equitable sharing of benefits are more
effective then sharing the water resources.

programmes of many RBOs.

Effective participation by Civil Society and the
Private Sector in the development of existing
Shared Water management mechanisms has
been lacking and is the main cause of failure
and weaknesses in Implementing action and

6.

5.

Major Conclusions (cont,d)

Programmes and Policies must be carried out within the
framework of NEPAD and the African Union.

5.

ECA Regional Advisory Service

Water Information Clearing House).

for success.
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Strengthen scientific and technical coordination/steering
mechanisms for planning and implementation.
Technical knowledge base need to be systematically
improved and made accessible (ie through the African

3.

4.

Strong CSO and Private sector participation is required

2.

mechanisms (ie RBOs).

The RECs should establish permanent IWRM
Coordinating Units for time-bound Implementation of
Actions/Programmes taking into account existing

1.

ajor Recommendations

lional Advisory Service

options to be utilized where feasible.
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Considering the disparities of water distribution in Africa,

9.

Inter-Basin Water Transfer and Desalinization are

Joint Management of Shared Water ( aquifers, rivers
and lakes) should be considered as basic elements for
African Development and Integration.

8.

7.

The mechanisms for data collection, analyses,
dissemination and storage should be strengthened.
The existing River Basin Organizations need to be
reinforced and new ones created where there is none.

6.

Major Recommendations
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Thematic Session 7: Valuing and Allocating Water for Sustainable
Livelihoods
Summary Report

1. Introduction:
The main task of the working group was to identify specific policy challenges and to recommend

concrete implementation measures for the consideration of the Ministers. The overall theme of the
session was "Valuing and Allocating Water". In this regard, the working group accorded particular
attention to the linkages with sustainable livelihoods requirements.
The provisional programme envisaged discussion in the following areas:

Competing major uses of water; achieving the water and energy targets in terms of the nexus with
dams and development; financing action for water management; more water and improved
sanitation at affordable prices for the majority of people; equity issues in the allocation of water;
lessons learned and challenges ahead; recognising and valuing the many faces of water.
The following presentations as well as statements/remarks were made.

•

H.E. Minister Philippe Mvouo, Minister of Mines, Energy and Water Resources, of the

Republic of Congo, who chaired the meeting, gave a general orientation, highlighting the
expected outcomes of the thematic session;
• Alberto Calcagno (UNEP) referred to the Dams and Development Project, and elaborated on

water and energy key issues focusing on the need to improve planning and management of
dams and their alternatives;
•

•

Len Abrams (World Bank) on the value of water and the impact of water resources
development in the broader economic context;
Rob Sinclair summarised the key points in the UNEP publication entitled "Water Policy
Challenges in Africa";

• Mr. Kane, Head of UN Office to the African Union, provided an overview of the development
planning and implementation challenges in the region over the years and the need to take
into account the lessons learned;

• Gordon Young (World Water Assessment Programme/World Water Development Report)
introduced the key points and perspectives in the World Water Development Report;
• The representatives of UNECA, UNICEF, Uganda, Republic of Congo and other participants
contributed to the discussions;
• Madame Akuavi Marie-Elise Christiana Gbedo, representing the Reseau des Femmes
Africaines pour le Developpement (African Women's Network for Development) highlighted
issues of central concern to women.
•

Halifa Drammeh {UNEP) provided guidance and orientation for the meeting.

2. Perspectives and overall considerations
Poverty alleviation should be a guiding principle for all policies related to sustainable development.

At the Millennium Summit (2000) and the subsequent World Summit on Sustainable Development
(2002), hosted by Africa in Johannesburg, world leaders set major new challenges for ministers

http://ww vv.uneca.org/panafcon/Valuing%20and%20Allocating%20Wate.htm
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responsible

for

water

by

adopting

specific

targets

(i.e.

development

of

integrated

water

management efficiency plans; reducing by a half the proportion of people without reasonable and
affordable access to safe water and sanitation by 2015).
To meet these targets wilt require new and effective policies for valuing and allocating water

resources, taking into account the need for equitable approaches. Targets will require fundamental
current water policy analyses in order to move towards sustainable use of water for social,
economic and environmental benefits of the majority of the populations.
Valuing and allocating water should take into account the following strategic points:
•

The underlying value of water to the economy;

• The dependence of the economy and poverty alleviation on the development of water
resources;

» The cost of the underdevelopment of water resources to the economy and the constraints

which this imposes on growth and development;
The integration of the economics of water into the overall economy and the engagement of

all sectors in the planning and implementation of water resources development.
3. Policy Challenges:
•

Upgrading water issues within the sustainable development imperatives;

• Focusing on the requirements for sustainable livelihoods of the poorest in valuing and
allocating water resources;

•

Having met the priority needs for sustainable livelihoods, allocation of water for economic
use should be to where it has the highest value;

• Creating an integrated policy which involves all of the sectors in valuing and allocating water
resources;

•

Harmonisation of national policies as a basis for effective sub-regional integration and
cooperation in the valuing and allocation of water resources.

4. Recommendations

a) All AMCOW member states should develop comprehensive systems for valuing and
allocating water resources, taking into account the economic, social and environmental
values in all its uses, giving priority to basic needs of the poor, and considering climate
variability and geographic conditions.
b) Sub-regional representatives on the AMCOW Executive should initiate policy dialogue
processes on valuing and allocating water resources for sustainable livelihoods and
economic growth, involving development cooperation partners and other stakeholders.

c) In view of the multiple uses of water and the need for comprehensive approaches to
valuing and allocating water resources, AMCOW should promote cooperation at the subregional and international river basin level in areas, such as (a) water and energy, including
dams and development; (b) water and agriculture for sustainable livelihoods; (c) water and
health for poverty eradication; and (d) water for balanced economic development and job
creation. These approaches should be supported by multi-stakeholder dialogue to ensure
the improvement of decision-making frameworks.
d) Policies for valuing and allocating water resources should accord special attention to the
needs of women and children, in line with the spirit of the Millennium Declaration, the

ittp://
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Millennium Development Goals, and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development. AMCOW should promote policy dialogue at the sub-regional and regional
levels for the development of water management policies, which take fully into account these
strategic considerations.
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Lessons and recommendations

Sustainability of financing.

Participation;

Monitoring and assessment;

Institutional arrangements;

Four points discussed

Theme 9 participation and facilitation

•Improving water services
UNDP AND GWP Coordination

•Management of water as a natural resource

EFFICIENT WATER GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

THEME 9: GOVERNING WATER Wl

Addis Ababa, 8th December 2003

PAN-AFRICAN IMPLEMENTATION AND PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE ON WATER

by Ben YAMPOMAH, WRC, Ghana.

Ghana's recent example of good water governance,

by Arnaud Comolet, ECA-SURF

A conceptual framework for good water governance

2 Introductory statements

Jean-Baptiste Laffitte, UNDP Ethiopia

Cyriaque G. Adjinacou, PNE Benin

Algerian Minister

His Excellency Mohamed DOUIHASNI

Facilitator/Rapporteur:

Chairman:

THEME 9: GOVERNING WATER WISELY

Addis Ababa, 8th December 2003

PAN-AFRICAN IMPLEMENTATION AND PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE ON WATER

Strong political will giving a clear mandate to the coordinating body

•

It is a process which gains strength by drawing on both its failures and its successes

Governance is a repeated learning process which develops over time.

ensuring the efficiency of its activities

The mandate and institutional basis of the coordinating body are decisive factors in

Efficient coordination of the institutions responsible for water management;

•

Good water governance entails:

INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS- Challenges and opportunities

THEME 9: GOVERNING WATER WISELY

Addis Ababa, 8th December 2003

PAN-AFRICAN IMPLEMENTATION AND PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE ON WATER

iv.

iii.

The need for coordinated decentralization of institutions, preferably at the

ii.

integrated water resources management (IWRM) approach.

Consideration of the environment as a fully-fledged element, from the

implementation;

The need to define tools and procedures which will enable harmonious

scale of the basin or basins;

The importance of adapting good governance to specific local conditions;

i.

The following issues were emphasized:

INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS- ChaUenges and opportunities (cont'd )

THEME 9: GOVERNING WATER WISELY
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(focusing particularly on the gender and minorities dimension)

3. Monitoring user satisfaction;

2. Monitoring the efficiency of policy and institutional arrangements;

1. Monitoring of the resource - Quantity, quality and ecosystems;

Three levels of monitoring and assessment were identified:

water governance.

Vital component in the steering of the dynamic and continuous process towards good

MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT OF GOOD WATER GOVERNANCE
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various existing sectoral and primary monitoring systei

The integrated management approach entails a mechanism that cuts across the

From the technical viewpoint,

the level and quality of participation

So that monitoring and assessment will be based on indicators which can measure

A mechanism for fostering social and public accountability must be set in motion

well-known criteria,

Apart from the usual monitoring and assessment system and the whole range of

MONITORING (cont'd)
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:

Decentralized, local, basin and sub-basin.

National and decentralized;

Political and management;

taken.

The need to ensure in an objectively verifiable manner that the requests, perceptions and
aspirations of actors are taken into account in the decisions, options and directions to be

to ensure a positive cost-efficiency ratio

Taking into account the high cost of true participation entails guaranteeing its efficiency

At all levels

stakeholders and partners

This entails qualitative participation in the decision-making process by the major

PARTICIPATORY PROCESS OF GOOD WATER GOVERNANCE
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•

appropriate internal financial mechanisms.

Involving the Ministry of Finance in the search for

capital mobilization

Financing of water by water, including through private

Two preferred intervention areas were identified:

SUSTAINABLE FINANCING OF GOOD GOVERNANCE
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<.

So

v.

iv.

Hi.

ii.

L

knowledge existing within community-level management systems.

Developing opportunities in decentralization and best practices and

constraints related to existing mandates;

A pragmatic and non-dogmatic approach, taking into account potential

accordingly;

Adapting strategies to specific problems identified and updating them

resources;

Clarifying coordination responsibilities and allocating appropriate

political level;

Communication, advocacy and awareness-raising activities at the highest

RECOMMENDATIONS
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si

Implementing the polluter-payer and user-payer principles in coordination with

vi.

existing self-financing mechanism;

Encouraging economically efficient water systems to improve internal financing

governance;

the cost of participation should be included in the funding of good water

system;

identifying actors and enhancing their ability to influence the decision-making

transparent;

Monitoring and assessment mechanisms should be participatory and

vi.

vi.

vi.

vi.
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International Workshop On "Earth Observation For Integrated Water
ources Management In Africa"
in Of Action - "Water And Space"

On the basis of the recommendations of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and at the
initiative of the European Space Agency and the invitation of the Moroccan Royal Centre for
Remote Sensing an high level expert meeting was organised from 6-8 October 2003 in Rabat,
Morocco. The participants, including the national ministers for scientific research from Morocco and
Ivory Coast, some 120 experts from national and international water resources development and
management institutions, national and regional space agencies in Africa, the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa, the UN Development Programme, the United Nations Office for
Outer Space Affairs, UNESCO as well as from scientific and research institutions met to deal with
the potential contribution space technology can make to the challenges in water resources
development and use on the African continent..

Many African regions and sub-regions face serious, in some cases increasingly dramatic,
shortages of available surface and ground water resources for meeting rising demands from
economic and social development and population growth. Water resources management in Africa
will require new approaches in water resources policies and management.
Benefiting from the diverse inter-disciplinary academic and professional background of the policy
makers and experts present, the workshop concluded that the application of modern space
technologies to water resources development and use in Africa can offer cost-efficient responses to

the new challenges of coping with growing scarcities and rising costs in the exploitation of available
resources. Space based information and services provide a reliable, timely and comprehensive
basis for assessing development options and for managing water resources systems. In addition,
the objective quality of space-based information can make an essential contribution to the
institutionalisation of joint development and management of shared international water resources.
The participants consider that the TIGER initiative is a concrete step towards implementing the
recommendations of the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development in meeting the
challenges of "water and space" in the African context.
The policy makers and experts present concluded that a concrete Plan of Action was indispensable

and wish to convey the conclusions of their deliberations to policy makers and administrators with
responsibilities in the field of water resources at national, sub-regional, regional and international
levels, institutions of science and research, national and international space agencies as well as
programmes and instftutions for development cooperation and financing, as follows:
1. African water resources policies at national and regional levels (African Water Vision 2025,
NEPAD Water Agenda, Millennium Development Goals), including the African Ministerial
Conference on Water and UN Water / Africa, should foster recognition of the potential of space
technology for integrated water resources development and use through a series of policy
dialogues.

- December 2003 ongoing
2. The application of space technology in integrated water resources management requires the
identification / establishment of a national focal point for "water and space" within the national water
resources administration.
-April 2004.

3. UN Water / Africa, in close liaison with the TIGER management team, to foster the inclusion of
space applications in the management spectrum of African water resources in the
AMCOW/NEPAD "Portfolio of Actions" resulting from the Pan-African Water Conference.
- December 2003
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4. The development of the institutional capacity of the African water agencies will receive an
important impetus through concrete demonstrator projects (or participation in projects). Within this
context, participants are invited to submit proposals of projects for inclusion in the TIGER initiative.
Accepted proposals will benefit from preferential access to data, capacity building and expertise
within the limits of the supporting partner agencies. A key requirement for the acceptance of
proposals is a convincing prospect for sustainability, which implies the access to long-term funding
mechanisms.
- October 2003, ongoing

5. A TIGER Steering Committee, composed of sub-regional representatives of focal points,
representatives of science and research institutions, as well as other stakeholders will need to be
set up by UN Water / Africa and the TIGER management team, in order to
Provide technical advice to AMCOW on policy issues related to "water and space".
Coordinate the need assessment for TIGER products;

Review, jointly with other pertinent institutions, proposals from African users;
Facilitate operational linkages between TIGER users, providers and sustainers;
Foster the use and dissemination of TIGER products;
Foster broad based understanding for the benefits of space applications for integrated water
resources management in Africa through the incorporation in teaching curricula and

research programmes of academic institutions in water resources.
6. National and international space agencies, at the request of water resources administrations, are
to provide appropriate training and capacity building to the focal points, keeping in mind the need
for operational linkages between "water and space". It is expected that ESA, in particular its TIGER
initiative, would serve as a partner to the African focal points thus established. In addition, small
grant support for internships of young African water professionals at CEOS member organisations
and related academic, research and administrative institutions accompanies these measures
- 2003-ongoing

7. UNESCO in close coordination with existing African institutions (e.g. CRTS, regional UN centres)
and CEOS to foster regional institution building and capacity building efforts in Africa and to link

science and water resources stakeholders
- 2003, ongoing

8. National and international space agencies, on the basis of accepted projects or programmes, are
to provide privileged, possibly free of charge access to adequate amounts of Earth observation
data in a timely fashion to African water managers. Canadian and Japanese offers in this regard
were taken note of with great satisfaction.

- 2003-2005
9. At the request of African water resources administrations, programmes of technical cooperation
and development assistance are to include the institutionalisation of the use of space-based
information in water resources development and use.

-2003,

ongoing

10. African water resources agencies are to develop programmes of intra-Africa cooperation or
regional and sub-regional levels on "water and space" and exchange best practices.
- 2003, ongoing
-|-)_ jne results of such TIGER projects, including a cost/benefit analysis, shall be shared within
Africa. This requires the set-up of appropriate technology, policy and institutional implementation
mechanisms.
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3, ongoing

12 The TIGER management, together with national, sub-regional and regional institutions to
address trans-boundary issues on ground and surface water resources management and to
demonstrate the potential of space technology to decision makers and users in water
administrations.
- October 2003, ongoing

UN ECA is tasked to act, on behalf of the participants present, as interlocutor vis-a-vis panAfncan institutions such as AMCOW and NEPAD in order to obtain sustainability of TIGER
initiatives within the African water resources administrations.
- 2003, ongoing

14. UN CSD and UN COPUOS are requested to consider appropriate policy recommendations on
"water and space".
- October 2003, ongoing

15< To reach sustainability, African partners need to become increasingly involved in the
management of the TIGER initiative, taking benefit from the initial investment of ESA, UNESCO
and other partners. This includes, among others, the set-up and operation of the TIGER
Secretariat, the TIGER Steering Committee and other related bodies and activities. The offers by
the Governments of Ivory Coast and South Africa to host regional and international TIGER events
during 2004 have been warmly received as important steps in this direction.
- October 2003, ongoing
16. The TIGER management team offered to prepare a more detailed Plan of Implementation,
which would describe the objectives, implementing strategy, management issues and upcoming
milestones in a more comprehensive document, taking account of the debates of the Paris meeting
(May 2003), the current Rabat meeting (October 2003) as well as other relevant inputs. This
document will be provided to participants before the end of October 2003 for comments.
Rabat, 8 October 2003
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GROUPE DE LA BANQUE AFRICAINE DE DEVELOPPEMENT
AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK GROUP

THE RURAL WATER SUPPLY AND SANIATION INITIATIVE

Your Excellency
Your Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The African Development Bank's Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI)

is a response towards the attainment of the goals of the Africa Water Vision declared at
the Second World Water Forum in The Hague in March 2000. The objectives of the

Millennium Development Goals gave additional impetus to the Initiative. The Bank
Group developed a Concept Paper on the Initiative in January 2003. The Concept
Paper made proposals for strategic measures and actions for achieving 80% access to

water supply and sanitation services to rural areas in Africa by the year 2015. It was
subsequently presented at several international fora, including the World Panel on
Financing Water Infrastructure in 2002 and the AMCOW meeting in Dakar in May 2003,
where it received endorsement.

Essentially, the Initiative is intended to help mobilise as well as facilitate the flow of
available and potential resources to accelerate investments in Rural Water Supply and
Sanitation in Africa. The rationale for the rural focus is to contribute towards rural

poverty reduction. As a result of low access to water supply and sanitation services in
rural areas, rural populations are burdened to a greater extent by preventable water and
sanitation related diseases; both women and men are deprived of opportunities from
embarking on productive economic activities due to time and efforts used to fetch water.

The amount of time spent by children especially girls also results in low enrolment rate
in education. These problems contribute to accentuate poverty in the rural areas.
Providing access to water supply and sanitation services would contribute to spur
economic development in the rural areas.

The

RWSSI

would

be

implemented

through

partnership

with

Regional

Member

Countries, donors and other stakeholders. This partnership would look to NEPAD and
AMCOW for political leadership, with governments and civil society embracing the key

principles and practices that will create the required environment for the Bank Group
and the donor community to provide technical and financial support. The partnership
would foster coordinated resource mobilisation, capacity building and more efficient
implementation of programmes and projects, which are the necessary ingredients for
achieving the goals of the Initiative.

The implementation of the RWSSI has started in five countries which

the Bank

considers favourable for immediate investment in view of the existence of strong water
and sanitation policies and institutional arrangements in those countries. Country
Programme documents and proposed initial investment programmes are currently
under preparation with African Development Fund resources for Mali, Rwanda, Ghana.
Ethiopia and Uganda. There are nine countries scheduled for intervention under the
Initiative in the next phase and they include Benin, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mauritania,
Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania and Zambia. The Initiative will be extended to

all other Regional Member Countries progressively but in fast track mechanism. .

We appreciate the strong support we have received from AMCOW in the development

of the RWSSI and hope we can count on AMCOW during the implementation of this
phase. We also request the support and participation of the international community and
development partners in this initiative.

Thank you for your kind attention,

s.

