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INTRODUCTION 
 

Since the publication of the World Bank Report on Africa in 19891, the issue of governance 
has been at the heart of discussions on Africa's development, and since the failure of structural 
adjustment programmes, attempts have been made to establish a direct link between governance 
and economic performance. More and more, "good governance" is one of the conditionalities 
imposed by international financial institutions (IFI) and countries of the North for the granting of 
their "aid". This is partly why governance has become a major factor in the definition of economic 
and social policies in many countries.     

 
Continental institutions such as the African Development Bank (AfDB) and the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) had also followed the lead of governments by 
placing the issue of governance at the centre of their policies toward their member States. This trend 
had been strengthened with the advent of the New Programme for Africa's Development (NEPAD), 
built around the issue of "governance". Similarly, the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) is 
a reflection of this desire to put the issue of governance at the centre of the debate on economic, 
social and political changes deemed indispensable to set the continent on the path to real 
development, according to the proponents of NEPAD. 

 
However, the debate on governance within NEPAD and continental institutions, on the one 

hand, and in many African countries, on the other, has been greatly influenced by the technocratic 
and simplistic conception of international financial institutions. This conception, which follows the 
neo-liberal tradition, is basically designed to promote economic and financial policies that are 
favourable for market forces, specifically multinationals.    
 

Yet, other African institutions contest the neo-liberal approach and try to promote another 
conception of governance by integrating it into a vision of development comprising a set of 
economic, social, political and cultural transformations. The Africa Governance Institute fits into 
this trend.  
 
THE STRATEGIC PLAN OF THE AGI 
 

The five-year strategic plan proposed below is based essentially on the recommendations of 
the 1-2 June 2007 meeting held in Dakar. The main documents used are the final report produced 
by the Rapporteur-General, the notes of the AGI facilitator and those of the author of this plan.    
 
The recommendations of the Dakar meeting 
 

This meeting was organized around the three themes selected by the creators of the AGI: (1) 
democracy and human rights (2) economic and social transformations (3) conflict prevention, peace 
and security. These themes were presented and discussed during the plenary session.  
                                                 
1 Sub-Saharan Africa. From Crisis to Sustainable Growth, A Long-Term Perspective Study, Washington DC: World 
Bank 
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For the first theme, the presentation and discussions led to the conclusion that the issue of 
democracy in Africa is related to the credibility of the governance system, the legitimacy of 
institutions and the quality of leadership. The presentation and discussions on the second theme 
highlighted the need to move away from the neo-liberal paradigm in order to retake control over the 
debate on development that will restore policy and politics to their place at the centre of the debate. 
In addition, this break must result in the formulation of alternatives centred on macro-social issues 
as part of a real development policy. The presentation and discussions on the third theme focused 
on internal and externa l sources of conflict, the role of the "international community", conflict 
prevention mechanisms, factors that can guarantee peace and security and exploration of an African 
peacekeeping doctrine.  
 

These initial conclusions were examined in more detail in committees that gave rise to the 
following recommendations:  

 
(a) Propose and disseminate the African perspective of democratic governance; 
 
(b) Analyse the democratic governance deficits of the post-colonial State; 

 
(c) Analyse the issue of citizenship in relation to peace and security; 
 
(d) Forge a shared vision of Africa's possible futures; and 

 
(e) Identify and disseminate innovative approaches on governance. 

 
Role of the AGI in implementing these recommendations 
 

To take up these challenges, the meeting assigned a specific role to the AGI in accordance 
with its nature and mission. Given its intellectual and institutional independence, the AGI has the 
necessary freedom to propose an original and innovative approach in the quest for democratic 
governance conducive to Africa's economic and social development. Its proximity with the African 
Union will allow it to disseminate the results of its activities to the highest policy-making levels in 
Africa.   

 
Consequently, the AGI must play a major role in the production and dissemination of 

knowledge and know-how on governance in Africa. However, to play this role, it must find its 
niche among the multitude of organizations already working in the field of governance. To achieve 
its mission, the AGI must reconcile several imperatives. It must justify its status as a centre of 
excellence by the originality and quality of its research and publications and the competency of its 
personnel. It must also play its role as an interface between governments, civil society and the 
private sector. Lastly, it must serve as a meeting place for all organizations involved in the debate 
on governance in Africa. The Institute must therefore take these three imperatives into account, in 
order to be able to perform quality work in the three thematic areas discussed during the Dakar 
meeting.   
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A. INTELLECTUAL LEADERSHIP ON GOVERNANCE 
 

In its presentation document, the AGI says that it is a pan-African centre of excellence 
designed to contribute to the development of serious and innovative thinking on the governance 
challenges facing the African continent. Its mission is to promote an African perspective on 
governance, analyse, document and disseminate knowledge, build and strengthen the capacities 
needed for governance in Africa.     

 
Given its nature and mission, the AGI has a major responsibility in the conception and 

promotion of democratic governance from an African perspective. This should allow it to play an 
undeniable intellectual leadership role on the subject. To this end, it has established the following 
objectives:      

 
1. Objectives  concerning 

 
(a) Question the neo-liberal and simplistic conception of governance; 
 
(b) Critically analyse the democratic governance deficit in Africa; 

 
(c) Develop and disseminate an African perspective of democratic governance;   

 
(d) Contribute to the production and dissemination of new ideas on governance;   

 
(e) Propose tools for measuring progress on governance; 

 
(f) Identify and disseminate the best examples of democratic governance; and    

 
(g) Contribute through research and training to the development of a culture of democratic 

governance in Africa. 
 
2. Implementation/sample activities  

 
During the first year, the AGI must produce a conceptual document presenting the African 

perspective of the notion of democratic governance. To this end, it will establish a research agenda 
on the issue and form a multidisciplinary team with a mandate to propose a draft defining 
democratic governance from an African pe rspective. Such a document should be discussed within 
the AGI and with other organizations working on the issue. Subsequently, a final document will be 
developed and presented formally at a launching ceremony either at the headquarters of the AGI in 
Dakar or at that of the African Union in Addis Ababa.     

 
In addition, it would be in the interest of the AGI to set up a standing committee of 

eminent persons , composed of former Heads of State or Government, political leaders, 
intellectuals and leaders of civil organizations, which would meet each time there is a need to 
express an opinion on the state of governance on the continent. The AGI should also plan to 
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ultimately publish - as of its second year of existence - an annual report on progress made with 
regard to governance in Africa. Through its quality and the wealth of information it contains, such a 
report should become a reference tool for researchers, international institutions and all those 
interested in the issue of economic, political and business governance in Africa.  

 
The AGI should also develop a capacity-building and training programme for political 

parties, parliamentarians, representatives of the private sector and civil society organizations on the 
issue of democratic governance. Such a programme would allow these groups and representatives 
to share the AGI's conception of governance.   

 
Similarly, the AGI should plan to create a top-quality library and documentation centre that 

would house works and reference studies on the issue of governance. Lastly, the AGI will strive to 
put together a team of researchers and a network of high-level consultants whose task would be to 
produce and disseminate studies on governance in Africa and to train high-level researchers on the 
subject.  

     
3. Expected outcomes 
 

A solid team of seasoned researchers will be set up around the executive director. The 
document on the African perspective of governance would be produced and disseminated 
extensively in political and academic circles and in civil society. The documentation centre and 
library would be operational and would have already become reference centres for documentation 
on governance and for the dissemination of innovative ideas on the subject.    
 

In addition, the AGI would have started publishing an annual report on governance in 
Africa, which will present the continent's points of view on this issue. The training and capacity-
building programme would also have started and the first batches would have been trained.   
 

Contacts are being established with organizations working on governance and regular 
meetings have been planned at the AGI’s headquarters in Dakar. Joint activity programmes have 
been selected and are in the implementation phase for both the production and dissemination of 
knowledge and training and capacity-building. The executive director of the AGI would also have 
identified a certain number of political, academic, economic and civil society personalities who may 
serve as members of the standing committee of eminent persons on governance.  
 

An original and innovative conception of democratic governance would be a major 
contribution to the search for endogenous solutions to the governance challenges in Africa. It would 
represent a major step forward in efforts to strip external forces of the monopoly over the definition 
of analytical tools for judging the progress of development in Africa. Indeed, in this field as in 
many others, the agenda of Western countries and multilateral institutions has too often been 
imposed on African countries, thereby stifling their capacities and internal possibilities and 
exacerbating the continent's dependence on foreign countries.   
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Accordingly, an African approach to democratic governance would help strengthen the 
resolve and confidence of social movements and institutions fighting to reduce Africa’s dependence 
on foreign countries and to build African capacities in the search for solutions to the continent's 
problems.  

 
The generation and dissemination of new ideas by Africans on all major issues of 

development and security would be a major leap forward in efforts to free Africa from the 
intellectual grip of international institutions, which believe that they have a new "civilizing 
mission" by telling Africans what they should do.    
  
B. PROMOTING DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

 
The democratic deficit of the post-colonial State is one of the major sources of the 

democratic governance deficit observed in many African countries. One of the reasons for this 
deficit is the gap between existing institutional mechanisms and the practice of power. In order to 
instil a culture of democracy and human rights, it is indispensable to establish institutional 
mechanisms adapted to the African context and capable of promoting dialogue among political and 
social actors while respecting their mutual identities and points of view. In other words, this 
dialogue must help instil the culture of tolerance and mutual respect, while encouraging healthy and 
peaceful competition for political power.  
 
1. Objectives 
 

In this light, one of the first objectives is to analyse the core causes of failure of the post-
colonial State as an instrument of democratic governance and a development agent. Very often, it 
has remained insensitive to the aspirations of citizens and has constituted a roadblock to 
development.  
 

It is also indispensable to conduct a detailed analysis of the compatibility between the 
pluralistic democracy inherited from the West and African societies, because the gap observed 
between the apparently democratic content of constitutions and real exercise of power shows that 
the imported models have failed. The question that then arises is whether there is a democratic 
alternative that is in keeping with African cultures. This is a challenge that the AGI has to take up 
by conducting research in this area. Such an alternative, if it exists, would probably cause citizens to 
look at politics with renewed credibility. In other words, it would make citizens gain more 
confidence in the viability of public institutions that are supposed to embody democracy, such as 
the State and Parliament.   

 
Moreover, the AGI must take a close look at examples of democratic governance in Africa 

and to draw important lessons that could be useful in the search for solutions to the problems of the 
African State. In this regard, the APRM, which falls into this category, should be given special 
attention so that it can be improved and transformed into an instrument of democratic governance 
for the entire continent.  
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Conversely, cases of failure in governance should be studied in order to avoid repeating 

them. 
   

2. Implementation/sample activities  
 

  Conduct a critical review of the factors behind the gap between the democratic content of 
institutions and the exercise of political power by African leaders. Are African cultures 
incompatible with the Western model of pluralistic democracy? The answer to this question will be 
given following in-depth studies on the subject:   

 
(a) In line with this question, it would be indispensable to undertake studies on the nature 

and practice of democracy in pre-colonial African societies and to collate them with 
today’s reality; 

 
(b) Produce a compendium of national conferences that have taken place since the early 

1990s and analyse their contribution to the state of governance in Africa; 
 

(c) Organize training workshops on the democratic culture for heads of political parties, 
and opinion leaders and citizens’ organizations. Promote radio and television 
programmes on the concept of democracy and its implications; and   

 
(d) The experience of the APRM, which is considered a major innovation, should be 

studied to analyse its real impact. Ultimately, the AGI should help improve this 
mechanism by proposing significant changes within the framework of the African 
conception of democratic governance.  

 
3. Expected outcomes 

 
One of the expected outcomes is the proposal of new institutional mechanisms capable of 

promoting democracy and respect for human rights and including independent organs to oversee 
their operation. Another expected outcome is the creation of new types of relationships between the 
State and the citizens by “putting the African society back at the centre of the State”, as noted by a 
participant at the Dakar meeting. In this regard, the AGI must establish a programme to strengthen 
the capacities of parliamentary institutions so that they can exercise more effective oversight over 
the executive branch. Likewise, the AGI must contribute to capacity-building and autonomy of the 
judiciary and other oversight bodies whose role is just as crucial in the establishment of institutional 
mechanisms conducive to democratic governance.   
 

Another important outcome is a serious examination of a new type of leadership that fulfils 
its commitments to the citizens and is invested with a culture of tolerance and respect for basic 
rights of citizens and is determined to consolidate the foundations of democracy. To strengthen the 
culture of democracy, the AGI should also consider the place and role of former Heads of State and 
Government in the conduct of the affairs of their countries and of the continent. Proposals to give 
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them a special status in recognition of their services rendered would increase the chances of 
peaceful transition of power and respect for constitutional provisions. However, this should not 
promote impunity for leaders who are guilty of crimes for which they are answerable to the 
appropriate jurisdiction in their countries.       
 

Another expected outcome is the analysis of the contribution of the APRM to the 
elimination of the democratic governance deficit observed in many countries. In this regard, the 
AGI must make good use of the experts of this mechanism and the results that they have obtained in 
the countries they have already visited, including those that have examples of good democratic 
practices. However, the AGI must define its own evaluation criteria for what constitutes good 
democratic practices and collate them with those of the APRM experts.      
 
C. PROMOTING A CULTURE OF PEACE AND SECURITY 
 

Cross-border or internal armed conflicts stem from many endogenous and exogenous 
factors. Promoting a culture of peace and security therefore depends on the search for solutions to 
the underlying causes of conflicts.   
 
1. Objectives 
 

One of the first objectives is to examine the deep causes of conflicts, be they internal or 
external. The second objective is to propose conflict prevention mechanisms. In this regard, it is 
imperative to put an end to the policies of discrimination and economic, social and political 
exclusion of certain groups, notably minorities, because it is often said that there can be no peace 
and security without justice, especially social justice. Hence, one of the objectives to be attained is 
to establish mechanisms that allow for equitable access to resources and an equally equitable 
sharing of income derived from these resources.  
 

Another equally important objective is to change the relationship between the State and its 
citizens, in order to resolve the conflict between citizenship and identity. To the extent that the 
legitimacy of public institutions depends on the free adherence of citizens who identify with these 
institutions, one of the major sources of conflict has been the perception – real or imagined – that 
the State is being hijacked by one group to the detriment of other groups, be they minority or not.  
 

To avoid this perception, the AGI will encourage the institution of a political game with 
equitable rules open to all, and the institution of regulatory bodies to which citizens could refer their 
grievances against the State and its organs. The function of such bodies should be to ensure the 
“neutrality” of the State in the eyes of the majority of citizens, so that it is not seen to be at the 
service of one political party or certain socio-economic groups. In other words, one of the 
objectives is to eliminate or mitigate the patrimonial nature of the State, which is one of the root 
causes of identity crises and internal conflicts.    
 

The issue of emigration of young Africans, which is often accompanied by tragedy, poses a 
real security problem for the African continent. On the one hand, this phenomenon tends to strip the 
continent of part of its bone and sinew, thereby aggravating the brain drain and weakening many 
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countries. On the other hand, the conditions of departure and measures established by the 
destination countries, notably the European Union, with the “Frontex” system expanded to the 
borders of certain countries such as Senegal, Mauritania and even Mali, poses a challenge for the 
sovereignty and security of these countries.       

     
Moreover, the exogenous causes of conflict in Africa have been exacerbated by neo-liberal 

globalization. The AGI must make a significant contribution to the identification of the causes 
behind the genesis or aggravation of conflicts in African countries. Control over natural resources, 
such as oil and minerals, by multinational groups has often been accompanied by the intervention of 
foreign powers to protect the interests of these groups. In this regard, one of the objectives of the 
AGI will be to analyse the geo-political and geo-strategic reasons why Africa and its natural 
resources are so coveted.   
 
2. Implementation/sample activities    

 
  Organize a continental forum on peace accords signed on the continent and examine lessons 
that can be learned from the ongoing conflicts:  

 
(a) In relation to these accords, take a critical look at the role of the “international 

community” in the prevention of conflict in Africa and in peacekeeping and security 
on the continent;   

 
(b) Analyse in detail a few African experiences, such as that of South Africa, and the 

lessons that can be learned for the rest of the continent. Organize a seminar in that 
country on that experience, notably with the key actors who participated in the “Truth 
and Reconciliation” process;  

 
(c) Analyse the Rwandan experience and draw lessons from it that can be used for the rest 

of the continent; and  
 

(d) Do likewise for the experiences of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sierra 
Leone and Liberia, which could provide valuable information on the role of raw 
materials in the genesis and development of conflicts in Africa.   

 
With these experiences, the AGI could have sufficient fodder to better understand the origin 

of conflicts, the processes that could lead to true reconciliation and the institution of a real culture 
of peace and security. 
 

In addition to these experiences, it would be useful to examine the history and to study the 
lessons of conflict prevention and the establishment of peace and security in pre-colonial Africa.      
 
3. Expected outcomes 
 

One of the expected outcomes is the promotion of African mechanisms that can contribute 
to the prevention of conflicts. In this regard, the widespread dissemination of documents produced 
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following seminars on some of the cases indicated above could be a major contribution to the 
understanding of the sources of conflict and their prevention. Moreover, the issue of resources as a 
source of internal conflict should be examined seriously. The news headlines are replete with stories 
about the different issues connected with the control of resources and the sharing of income derived 
from these resources. The AGI could make a major contribution by proposing income-sharing 
mechanisms that are equitable and guarantee political stability and social peace.  
 

The culture of peace could also be promoted through dialogue on respect for minorities and 
tolerance between different cultures and social practices. Another expected outcome is the 
promotion of an African doctrine on peacekeeping and security. In other words, encouraging the 
search for purely African solutions to conflicts and encouraging African countries to rely on 
themselves, above all, to guarantee their security. At the level of each region, a peacekeeping force 
may be formed, which could eventually be used at the continental level when needed.    
 

The AGI will also study and disseminate success stories on conflict prevention or the 
institution and consolidation of a post-conflict culture of peace and security. It will also publicize 
the reasons for the change in mentalities and attitudes that has been favourable for the entrenchment 
of a culture of peace. It will highlight the primary responsibility of Africans in the search for 
solutions to the continent’s problems and in the establishment of peace and stability. In this regard, 
apart from seminars and training workshops on peace and reconciliation, annual conferences could 
be held and dedicated to persons – deceased or still alive – who have worked for peace and 
reconciliation in their region or on the continent.   
 

The AGI will also expose the role of foreign powers in the outbreak and extension of 
conflicts in Africa because of the continent’s coveted resources. This will be illustrated by examples 
from a certain number of countries, production of documents and organization of high-level 
seminars for decision makers, parliamentarians and opinion leaders.  
 

Lastly, the AGI will insist on the fact that the economic and political integration of the 
continent and solidarity among African countries are among the best antidotes for internal conflict 
and foreign intervention. 
 
D. REAPPROPRIATING THE DEVELOPMENT DEBATE 
  

One of the major contributions expected from the AGI is to add to the efforts undertaken 
several years ago by African institutions and NGOs to weaken the neo-liberal influence and to rid 
African countries of policies imposed from abroad, notably by the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund. This is one of the necessary conditions for any policy of economic and social 
transformation that can drive real development in Africa.  

 
1. Objectives 
 

One of the objectives of the AGI will be to further the criticism of the structural adjustment 
policies, which was initiated a long time ago by organizations such as CODESRIA, ECA at the time 
of Professor Adedeji Adebayo, the Third World Forum and many other African institutions and 
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NGOs. In so doing, the AGI should reinforce the trend started by these organizations to take the 
debate on Africa’s development away from external forces in order to restore the sovereignty of 
African countries over the elaboration of their development policies.  
 

One of the major contributions of the AGI would be to put politics back at the centre of the 
development debate. Indeed, international financial institutions had reduced this debate to a strictly 
technocratic discussion by stripping it of its political dimension. This was illustrated by the 
restriction of the role of the State, which was confined to guaranteeing respect for market rules and 
performance of contracts among private parties. This was further illustrated by the marginalization 
of parliament, which no longer had any role to play on matters of development, except to vote on 
budgets.   

 
Putting politics back at the centre of the debate on Africa’s development means 

rehabilitating the role of the State as an active and indispensable agent in the process of economic 
and social development. Putting the State back at the centre of the debate automatically brings to 
light essential issues such as the fight against inequalities, discrimination and economic and social 
exclusion, without which there can be no serious and effective poverty alleviation.        
 

Hence, the re-appropriation by Africans of the debate on the development of their continent 
will at the same time put the focus back on the need to first rely on their own strengths and to 
recover the sovereignty over their resources that had been sold off to foreign corporations for the 
sake of forced integration into the capitalist global economy. In short, the re-appropriation of the 
debate on development would highlight the need to examine the fundamental change in the 
development paradigm. 

 
2. Implementation/sample activities  
 

(a) Evaluate the progress achieved in the fight against neo-liberal policies by sponsoring 
studies by African researchers known for their defiance against neo-liberal 
orthodoxy;  

 
(b) Undertake joint studies with a certain number of research institutes from Africa and 

the South, with certain United Nations institutions (ECA, UNDP, UNRISD, 
UNCTAD) and with African social movements; 

 
(c) Organize high-level seminars to evaluate development experiences in Africa with 

political and economic decision-makers, researchers and representatives of social 
movements; 

 
(d) Encourage the search for and dissemination of new ideas on economic and social 

transformations, notably macro-social policies;  
 

(e) Disseminate innovative approaches for the joint management of natural resources 
and mobilization of internal resources to reduce dependence on foreign countries; 
and  



 11 

 
(f) Organize an annual conference on endogenous development dedicated to the 

memory of Professor Ki-Zerbo. 
 
3. Expected outcomes 
 

One of the expected outcomes will be the production of a series of documents to contribute 
to the deconstruction of the neo-liberal discourse on Africa’s development through seminars and 
meetings co-organized with some of the research centres mentioned above. In addition, the AGI 
could help support African social science researchers to explore innovative avenues and new ideas 
for the social and economic transformation of the continent. 
 

Accordingly, the AGI will co-organize seminars on examples of innovative approaches 
adopted in the management of natural resources, such as the case of Botswana. Likewise, through 
meetings and documentation, it will help publicize the efforts made by certain countries to further 
mobilize their internal resources so as not to fall victim to the tyranny of dependence on foreign 
countries. 

   
The re-appropriation of the debate on development would bring to light the link between the 

reduced role of the State and aggravation of exclusion, discrimination and poverty. In this regard, 
the debate would help establish the link between social relations (the class system) and the 
economic and social inequalities observed in African countries. In other words, poverty is not a 
“collateral accident” of poorly designed macroeconomic policies, but the result of deliberate 
economic and social policies that favour certain socio-economic groups – the elite minority – to the 
detriment of the majority of citizens. This means that the solution to marginalization, exclusion and 
poverty is not “technical” but rather political.  
 

Furthermore, the debate should reinforce the trend initiated by many African intellectuals – 
economists and non-economists alike – to break free from the ideological straightjacket on 
“development” into which they had been put by the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank for many years. The re-appropriation by Africans of the debate on the development of their 
continent will provide an occasion to revisit the contents of the Plan of Action of Lagos (PAL), the 
CARPAS, the Arusha Charter and many other basic documents that African leaders had shelved, at 
the behest of multilateral institutions, in order to adopt the “Washington Consensus”, which has 
today been completely discredited.  
 

Lastly, the debate would further highlight the contributions of African social movements 
that have explored alternatives that could contribute to the promotion of another development 
paradigm, which the late Professor Joseph Ki-Zerbo called “endogenous development”.  
 
E. STRATEGIC MONITORING FUNCTION 
  

One of the major functions assigned to the AGI at the Dakar meeting is to anticipate events 
that could have a lasting impact on Africa’s development and security. This means that the AGI 
must help monitor significant trends for the future by exploring a shared vision based on the 
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possible futures that Africans can envisage for their continent over the next 25 to 30 years and even 
beyond. In so doing, the AGI would help answer the following questions: “What do we want?” and 
“What type of relationship should we have with the rest of the world?” 
 

The answers to these questions must come from a serious examination of important 
economic, social, political or security-related subjects, some of which may shape the development 
and security of Africa for a very long time. By discussing these issues, the AGI would help African 
leaders and intellectuals to identify the early signs of these changes and to make decisions 
accordingly, to stand Africa in better stead and to minimize the risks related to these changes, while 
maximizing their potential benefits.  
 

The AGI must also consider the implications for Africa’s long-term development and 
security of the “war on terror” being conducted by the United States of America and its allies. It is 
already known that certain African countries were dragged into this war and that the plan by the 
Bush Administration to set up a United States of America Africa Command (AFRICOM) risks 
pulling a good portion of the continent into this never-ending adventure.  
 

Another subject that will have considerable implications for the development and security of 
the continent is the growing dependence of the United States of America, China and other large 
countries on Africa’s energy resources, notably its oil and gas. It is felt by some that this 
dependence is partly responsible for America’s growing interest in Africa, using the “war on terror” 
as a cover to control strategic oil-rich regions such as the Gulf of Guinea and part of North Africa.  

 
The challenges represented by the growth of countries such as India, China or Brazil and the 

opportunities or threats for Africa also require serious thought. This growth would lead to 
significant change in global geopolitics and must be of concern to Africa. 
 

The debate on the United States of Africa challenges all children of the continent, 
particularly the intellectuals. The AGI has a specific role to play in this debate, given its links with 
the African Union. But, above all, if this project materializes, it would have a major economic and 
political impact on governance in Africa. The outcome of the debate on the United States of Africa 
could also have serious implications for the issue of migratory flows, which is one of the formidable 
challenges facing many African countries. Indeed, the issue of migration is intimately linked to that 
of political and economic governance, and any positive step taken toward real economic and 
political integration of the continent will obviously have a positive impact on this issue and the AGI 
must consider it a major subject that deserves greater attention.  
 

The debate on the United States of Africa cannot mask the issue of the use of African 
languages in the development process. Is the search for a common language of communication, a 
“lingua Africana”, not the necessary precondition for the success of any project of integration, the 
institution of real democratic governance and the beginning of real endogenous development? This 
subject has always been of concern to many intellectuals and politicians, but the answer to the 
question asked will require time and more in-depth research. However, the AGI must incorporate it 
into its agenda right away.    
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Finally, another subject that is of major concern for the long-term development of Africa is 

global warming, which risks affecting Africa disproportionately because of its considerable 
vulnerability to exogenous shocks.     
 

The above-mentioned list is not exhaustive, but is indicative of the formidable challenges 
facing Africa and that will affect its short-, medium- and long-term development. Obviously, the 
AGI cannot expect to tackle all these subjects over the next five years. While some subjects are 
already on the table and therefore cannot be ignored, others will require further research once the 
AGI is well established and has amassed sufficient experience and enough means to support its 
activities over the long-term.  

 
CONCLUSION 
 

Given its origins, the uniqueness of its mission and its proximity to the African Union, the 
AGI could make a major contribution to the efforts of African intellectuals to break the monopoly 
over the production and dissemination of ideas on Africa’s development. By proposing an African 
perspective of democratic governance and by helping forge a shared vision on Africa’s possible 
futures, the AGI will help position the continent in the debate on development, peace, security and 
the construction of a multi-polar world endowed with more democratic institutions that better 
reflect the economic and political realities of the current environment.   


